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2017 Regular Session

COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA

MEETING DATE:

The Florida Senate

EDUCATION
Senator Hukill, Chair
Senator Mayfield, Vice Chair

Monday, April 17, 2017

TIME: 1:30—3:30 p.m.

PLACE:

MEMBERS:

Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building

Simmons, Simpson, Stewart, and Thurston

Senator Hukill, Chair; Senator Mayfield, Vice Chair; Senators Farmer, Flores, Galvano, Lee,

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER

BILL DESCRIPTION and
SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS

COMMITTEE ACTION

1 SB 796
Bean
(Compare H 5103)

Charter Schools; Revising charter school contract and Fav/CS

funding requirements; authorizing certain entities to
apply for designation as a High-Impact Charter
Management Organization; requiring the Department
of Education to give priority to certain charter schools
applying for specified grants, etc.

ED 03/27/2017 Workshop-Discussed
ED 04/03/2017 Not Considered

ED 04/17/2017 Fav/CS

AED

AP

RC

Yeas 5 Nays 1

2 SB 902
Simmons
(Compare CS/CS/CS/H 15)

Gardiner Scholarship Program; Revising program
eligibility requirements; prohibiting a student who is
enrolled in the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind from being eligible for the program; specifying
that certain actions of the private school are a basis
for program ineligibility; providing an appropriation,
etc.

ED 03/27/2017 Workshop-Discussed
ED 04/03/2017 Not Considered

ED 04/17/2017 Fav/CS

AED

AP

RC

Fav/CS
Yeas 6 Nays 1

3 SB 1362
Broxson
(Compare CS/CS/H 7101)

K-12 Education; Removing a requirement that the
Department of Education compare certain charter
school student performance data to certain traditional
public schools; authorizing certain entities to apply to
the State Board of Education for designation as a
High-Impact Charter Network; revising the exams
each public high school is required to administer to all
enrolled 10th grade students to include the
preliminary ACT, rather than the ACT Aspire, etc.

ED 03/27/2017 Workshop-Discussed
ED 04/03/2017 Not Considered

ED 04/17/2017 Fav/CS

AED

AP

Fav/CS
Yeas 4 Nays 3

04172017.1530
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COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA
Education
Monday, April 17, 2017, 1:30—3:30 p.m.

BILL DESCRIPTION and

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION
4 SB 1474 Teacher Certification; Requiring the Department of Favorable
Perry Education to issue a temporary educator certificate Yeas 7 Nays 0
(Similar CS/H 1111, Compare within a specified period; requiring the department to
CS/CS/H 1331, CS/S 1598) provide the applicant an official statement of status of
eligibility upon issuance of a temporary certificate;
authorizing charter schools and charter management
organizations to develop a professional development
certification and education competency program, etc.
ED 04/03/2017 Not Considered
ED 04/17/2017 Favorable
AED
AP
5 SB 1586 Student Eligibility for Interscholastic Athletic Favorable
Garcia Competition; Revising requirements for the bylaws of Yeas 6 Nays O
the Florida High School Athletic Association
governing student eligibility to participate in
interscholastic athletic competition; revising the
information that must be included on the
preparticipation physical evaluation form, etc.
ED 03/27/2017 Workshop-Discussed
ED 04/03/2017 Not Considered
ED 04/17/2017 Favorable
HP
RC
TAB OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING COMMITTEE ACTION
Senate Confirmation Hearing: A public hearing will be held for consideration of the below-
named executive appointment to the office indicated.
Board of Trustees, Florida State University
6 Alvarez, Maximo (Doral) 01/06/2021 Recommend Confirm
Yeas 7 Nays O
Burr, Edward E. (Jacksonville Beach) 01/06/2021 Recommend Confirm
Yeas 7 Nays O
Board of Trustees, Florida Gulf Coast University
7 Priddy, Russell A. (Immokalee) 01/06/2021 Recommend Confirm
Yeas 7 Nays O
Board of Trustees, New College of Florida
8 Lilly, John N. (Minneapolis) 01/06/2021 Recommend Confirm
Yeas 7 Nays O
Board of Trustees, University of North Florida
9 Hollingsworth, Adam (Tallahassee) 01/06/2021 Recommend Confirm

04172017.1530

Yeas 7 Nays O

S-036 (10/2008)
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COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA
Education
Monday, April 17, 2017, 1:30—3:30 p.m.

BILL DESCRIPTION and
TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION

Other Related Meeting Documents
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The Florida Senate

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Education

BILL: CS/SB 796

INTRODUCER: Senator Bean

SUBJECT: Charter Schools
DATE: April 18, 2017 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Androff Graf ED Fav/CS
2. AED
3. AP
4 RC

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Technical Changes

Summary:

CS/SB 796 creates the High-Impact Charter Management Organization (HICMO) designation,
authorizes certain entities to apply for the designation, and defines related terms. Specifically, the
bill:

e Establishes the process and criteria for the initial designation and renewal of the designation.

e Provides incentives for HICMO entities to operate in Florida.

e Requires the Florida Department of Education (DOE) to provide school districts with
technical assistance to ensure that federal funds are allocated to charter schools using an
appropriate methodology.

e Removes the requirement that a charter school must have satisfactory student achievement
based on state accountability standards to receive charter school capital outlay funding.

e Directs the State Board of Education to adopt rules to administer the HICMO provisions.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017.
I. Present Situation:

The Florida Legislature has enacted legislation to promote school choice and strengthen
education accountability.
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Charter Schools

Charter schools are nonsectarian, public schools that operate under a performance contract with a
sponsor, called a charter.* A guiding principle of charter schools is to meet high standards of
student achievement while providing parents flexibility to choose among diverse educational
opportunities within the state’s public school system.?

Charter School Application Process

Florida law establishes an application process for establishing a new charter school.® An
applicant must submit a charter school application to the sponsor.* The sponsor must review or
deny the application.® The law requires sponsors and applicants to use a standard charter school
application and application evaluation instrument.® The standard application is designed to
enable the sponsor to evaluate the applicant’s educational plan, organizational plan, financial
viability, and business plan.’

In order to facilitate greater collaboration in the application process, an applicant may submit a
draft charter school application by May 1 with an application fee of $500.8 Otherwise, a sponsor
is prohibited from charging an applicant any fee for the processing or consideration of an
application.®

Charter school sponsors evaluate a variety of factors when considering an application to open a

charter school.'® The standard application requires the applicant to:!!

e List each proposed member of the charter school’s governing board and his or her
background and qualifications.

e Indicate to what extent the governing board will contract with a management company,
summarize the management company’s history of operating charter schools, and list other
charter schools managed by the company along with student achievement and financial
performance data of such schools.

Charter School Accountability

Florida law establishes several requirements designed to hold charter schools accountable both
financially and academically, including:*2
e A detailed application and rigorous review and approval process.

! Section 1002.33(5)(a), (6)(h), (7) and (9)(a), F.S.
2 Section 1002.33(2)(a)1., F.S.
31d. at (6)(a).

“1d.
°1d.
é1d.
"1d.

8 Section 1002.33(6)(b), F.S. The deadline for applications is August 1, although a sponsor may receive applications later if it
so choses. Id.

°1d.

191d. at (6)(a), (7), (8), (9).
111, at (6).
12 Sections 1002.33(6), (7), (9), 16), (21), (23), (24), (26), and 1002.345, F.S.
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e The execution and maintenance of charter agreements between the charter school and its
sponsor.

e Annual reporting, annual financial audits, and sponsor monitoring of monthly financial
statements.

e Participation in statewide assessments and Florida’s school grading system.

e Interventions for unsatisfactory academic performance and financial instability.

e Reporting of student performance information to parents and the public.

e Compliance with ethical standards for employees and governing board members.

Florida assigns each public school, including charter schools, a school grade in order to help
parents and the public measure the performance of a school.™

Schools are graded using one of the following grades:*

e “A,” for schools making excellent progress — 62% or higher of total points.

“B,” for schools making above average progress — 54% to 61% of total points.

“C,” for schools making satisfactory progress — 41% to 53% of total points.

“D,” for schools making less than satisfactory progress — 32% to 40% of total points.
“F,” for schools failing to make adequate progress — 31% or less of total points.

In Florida, the lowest performing schools receive more comprehensive, state-provided
intervention and support than schools that are closer to meeting state determined student
achievement goals.™® A school district must select a turnaround option when a traditional public
schools earns a grade of “F”, two consecutive grades of “D”, or a single grade of “F”
immediately followed by a grade of “D” in the most recent grade release.*® The first full school
year after such grade is a planning year during which the school district must implement
intervention and support strategies, select a school turnaround option, and submit a plan for
implementing the turnaround option to the DOE for approval.’ If the school does not improve
by at least one letter grade at the end of the planning year, the turnaround option must be
implemented in the following school year.*® Florida law specifies the turnaround options that a
school district may select.®

Charter School Capital Outlay

State funds are the primary source of funding for charter school capital outlay.? Eligibility,
allocation methodology, and allowable uses are defined by state law.?!

13 Florida Department of Education, 2016 Preliminary School Grades Overview, available at
http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org/pdf/1516/SchoolGradesOverview16.pdf.

14 Section 1008.34(2), F.S.; rule 6A-1.09981, F.A.C.

15 Section 1008.33(2)(b) and (4), F.S.; see rule 6A-2.09981(2)(h), F.A.C. School improvement requirements were originally
established under the federal 2002 reauthorization of Every Student Succeeds Act, otherwise known as the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001. Pub. L. No. 107-110, 115 Stat. 1425 (Jan. 8, 2002).

16 Section 1008.33(4); rule 6A-1.099811(4)(b), F.A.C.

17 Section 1008.33(4); rule 6A-1.099811(4)(b), F.A.C.

18 Section 1008.33(4)(c)-(e); rule 6A-1099811(4)(c) and (5)(b), F.A.C.

19 Section 1008.33(4)(b).

20 Section 1013.62, F.S.

2 d.
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Eliqibility

To be eligible for charter school capital outlay funding, a charter school must:?2

Have been in operation for 2 or more years,? be governed by a governing board established
in the state for 3 or more years which operates both charter schools and conversion charter
schools within the state, be an expanded feeder chain? of a charter school within the same
school district that is currently receiving charter school capital outlay funds, have been
accredited by the Commission on Schools of the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools, or serve students in facilities that are provided by a business partner for a charter
school-in-the-workplace.

Have an annual audit that does not reveal any specified financial emergency conditions? for
the most recent fiscal year for which such audits are available.

Have satisfactory student achievement?® based on state accountability standards applicable to
the charter school.

Have received final approval from its sponsor for operation during that fiscal year.

Serve students in facilities that are not provided by the charter school’s sponsor.

A charter school is not eligible for a funding allocation if it was created by the conversion of a
public school and operates in facilities provided by the charter school’s sponsor for a nominal
fee, or at no charge, or if it is directly or indirectly operated by the school district.?’

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

CS/SB 796 creates the High-Impact Charter Management Organization (HICMO) designation,
authorizes certain entities to apply for the designation, and defines related terms. Specifically, the
bill:

Establishes the process and criteria for the initial designation and renewal of the designation.
Provides incentives for HICMO entities to operate in Florida.

Requires the Florida Department of Education (DOE) to provide school districts with
technical assistance to ensure that federal funds are allocated to charter schools using an
appropriate methodology.

Removes the requirement that a charter school must have satisfactory student achievement
based on state accountability standards to receive charter school capital outlay funding.
Directs the State Board of Education to adopt rules to administer the HICMO provisions.

22 Section 1013.62(1)(a), F.S.

23 Chapter 2016-237, L.O.F., effective July 1, 2016, reduced the eligibility period from 3 years to 2 years.

24 Rule 6A-2.0020, F.A.C., provides that a charter school may be considered part of an expanded feeder chain if it either
sends or receives a majority of its students directly to or from a charter school that is currently receiving capital outlay

funding.

25 The financial emergency conditions are provided in s. 218.503(1), F.S.

% Rule 6A-2.0020, F.A.C., provides that the eligibility requirement for student achievement must be determined in
accordance with the language in the charter contract and the charter school’s current school improvement plan if the school
has a current school improvement plan. A charter school receiving an “F” grade designation through the state accountability
system, as defined in s. 1008.34, F.S., must not be eligible for capital outlay funding for the school year immediately
following the designation. Id.

27 Section 1013.62(1)(b), F.S.
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High-Impact Charter Management Organization

The bill establishes a High-Impact Charter Management Organization (HICMO) designation,
authorizes certain entities to apply for the designation, and defines related terms. The bill defines
critical need area as an area designated as such by the Legislature or an area served by one or
more public schools that are subject to turnaround options. Entity, for purposes of HICMO, is
defined as a nonprofit organization with tax exempt status under the federal Internal Revenue
Code, which is authorized by law to operate a public charter school.

Under the bill, an entity that successfully operates a system of charter schools which primarily
serves educationally disadvantaged students who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch
under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, may apply to the State Board of
Education (SBE) for HICMO status.

Application and Review Process

The bill authorizes the SBE to adopt rules prescribing the process and criteria for initial

designation of an HICMO and renewal of the designation. The bill states that the initial

designation criteria must include a review of the data from all schools currently and previously

operated by the entity during the past 3 years and the comparison of student-level data to the data

of similar students in other schools. The bill provides that the initial designation period may not

exceed 5 years and the criteria for initial and renewal designation must include, but need not be

limited to, the following:

e Student demographic and achievement data, including performance on statewide assessments
and nationally norm-referenced assessments.

e Student attendance, promotion, retention, and graduation rates.

e Other student outcome data, such as college attendance rates and completion rates.

e Annual finance statements and audits.

The bill provides that if an entity seeks renewal of its HICMO status, the SBE must review the
academic and financial performance for the charter schools established in critical need areas
consistent with the initial designation criteria.

Incentives

The bill grants the following incentives to HICMO entities:

e Authorizes an HICMO to apply to a district school board to establish and operate charter
schools in critical need areas.

e Allows the HICMO to be designated as a local educational agency for the purposes of
receiving federal funds.

e Provides that an HICMO-operated charter school is eligible to receive charter school capital
outlay immediately, rather than after 2 years of operation.

e Waives the administrative fee provided in law for HICMO charter schools if the entity
maintains its HICMO status.

e Requires the Florida Department of Education (DOE) to give priority to new charter schools
operated by HICMO in a critical need area in the Florida Public Charter School Grant
Program competitions.
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e Adds HICMO-operated charter schools to an exception authorized in current law that allows
a charter school that earns two consecutive grades of “F” to continue to operate in Florida if
the school serves a specified student population and the school earns at least a grade of “D”
in its third year of operation.?

The establishment of the HICMO designation may result in the creation of additional charter
schools to serve students in critical need areas. The number of charter schools that may open in
critical need areas is not known.

Charter School Capital Outlay

The bill removes the requirement that a charter school must have satisfactory student
achievement based on state accountability standards to receive charter school capital outlay
funding. This may increase the number of charter schools that are eligible for and receive charter
school capital outlay funds. In 2016-2017, 557 of the charter schools that applied to receive
capital outlay funds were approved while 38 were denied for a failure to meet eligibility
requirements and 15 of those were denied because of such schools’ failure to meet the
requirement for satisfactory student achievement.?®

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017,
V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

28 Section 1002.33(9)(n)4.b., F.S.

2 Florida Department of Education, SB 796 Analysis (2017), at 5 and Florida Department of Education, SB 1362 Analysis
(2017), at 6. The Department’s SB 1362 Analysis contains the most recent data regarding the number of charter schools
receiving charter school capital outlay allocations; thus, the number from this analysis is used here.
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

C.

Government Sector Impact:

CS/SB 796 provides that new charter schools opened by High-Impact Charter
Management Organizations in critical needs areas will be eligible for charter school
capital outlay, notwithstanding the statutory requirements. It is not known how many
such schools will be opened under the bill and will be eligible for charter school capital
outlay funding.

The bill removes the requirement that a charter school must have satisfactory student
achievement based on state accountability standards to receive charter school capital
outlay funding. This may increase the number of charter schools that are eligible for and
receive charter school capital outlay. In 2016-2017, 557 of the charter schools that
applied to receive capital outlay funds were approved while 38 were denied for a failure
to meet eligibility requirements and 15 of those were denied because of failure to meet
the requirement for satisfactory student achievement.®

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1002.33, and
1013.62.

This bill creates the following section of the Florida Statutes: 1002.336.

Additional Information:

A.

Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Education on April 17, 2017:
The committee substitute assigns a new section of law to the High-Impact Charter
Management Organization provisions in the bill.

Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.

%0 Florida Department of Education, SB 796 Analysis (2017), at 5 and Florida Department of Education, SB 1362 Analysis
(2017), at 6. The Department’s SB 1362 Analysis contains the most recent data regarding the number of charter schools
receiving charter school capital outlay allocations; thus, the number from this analysis is used here.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: WD
04/17/2017

The Committee on Education (Bean) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Subsections (18) and (21) of section 1001.42,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The
district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all
powers and perform all duties listed below:

(18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.-—

Maintain a system of school improvement and education

Page 1 of 30
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Florida Senate - 2017 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 796

DN ===

accountability as provided by statute and State Board of
Education rule. This system of school improvement and education
accountability shall be consistent with, and implemented
through, the district’s continuing system of planning and
budgeting required by this section and ss. 1008.385, 1010.01,
and 1011.01. This system of school improvement and education
accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss. 1008.33,
1008.34, 1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following:

(a) School improvement plans.—

I= The district school board shall annually approve and
require implementation of a new, amended, or continuation school

improvement plan for each school in the district which has a

school grade of “D” or “F”;,—Ffasehoot has a significant gap

in achievement on statewide, standardized assessments
administered pursuant to s. 1008.22 by one or more student
subgroups, as defined in the federal Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s. 6311 (b) (2) (C) (v) (II); has not
significantly increased the percentage of students passing
statewide, standardized assessments; has not significantly
increased the percentage of students demonstrating Learning
Gains, as defined in s. 1008.34 and as calculated under s.
1008.34(3) (b), who passed statewide, standardized assessments;

or has significantly lower graduation rates for a subgroup when

compared to the state’s graduation rate. The;—that——sehoolls

improvement plan of a school that meets the requirements of this

paragraph shall include strategies for improving these results.
The state board shall adopt rules establishing thresholds and

for determining compliance with this subparagraph.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
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Florida Senate
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students in kindergarten through grade 3,

1008.25(5) (a) .

a substantial reading

deficiency under s.

A school district may identify additional early warning
indicators for use in a school’s early warning system. The

system must include data on the number of students identified by

the system as exhibiting two or more early warning indicators,

the number of students by grade level who exhibit each early

warning indicator, and a description of all intervention

strategies employed by the school to improve the academic

performance of students identified by the early warning system.

2. A school-based team responsible for implementing the

requirements of this paragraph shall monitor the data from the

early warning system. The team may include a school

psychologist. When a student exhibits two or more early warning

indicators, the team, in consultation with the student’s parent,

shall seheetls—childstudy—team under s+—31003-02or—a—schoot
regairements—ofthis paragraph Shall—econvene—+to determine
appropriate intervention strategies for the student unless the

student is already being served by an intervention program at

the direction of a school-based, multidisciplinary team. Data

and information relating to a student’s early warning indicators

must be used to inform any intervention strategies provided to
the student Fhe—sechool—shall provide ot Jteast30—daysl—written
ot o £ + 1 m 1~ + + 1 ISR R R PNl AP NEE NP NPV N EEEANA ISR S IR NPV 0 2N

ITOCTICTT A\ - T lllCCL,_Lll\j \—awy CTITCT o C OO CTTTCT =] tJ().J_CllL,, _Lll\J._L\/().L,_Lll\j LSS i 5wy
m I IR AN T VS N =] + 2 A ] o n A A N ~rza A + 1 narant
ll.L\_,\_,L,_I_J.J.v =) tJuJ_tJ\J\_)\_,, L,_I_lll\_,, (@ W uaw [, L/LL._L\JJ.J., (W uaw tJJ_\J [N AW ) wy T LJL/LJ_\_/J.LL,

(21) EDUCATIONAL AUFHORFFY—TFOPECEARE—AN EMERGENCY . May
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Negotiate special provisions of its contract with the

appropriate bargaining units to free £hese schools with a school

grade of “D” or “F” from contract restrictions that limit the

school’s ability to implement programs and strategies needed to

improve student performance. The negotiations shall result in a

memorandum of understanding that addresses the selection,

placement, and expectations of instructional personnel and

school administrators. For purposes of this subsection, an

educational emergency exists in a school district if one or more

schools in the district have a school grade of “D” or “F.”

Section 2. Subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section
1008.33, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.33 Authority to enforce public school improvement.—

(3) (a) The academic performance of all students has a
significant effect on the state school system. Pursuant to Art.
IX of the State Constitution, which prescribes the duty of the
State Board of Education to supervise Florida’s public school
system, the state board shall equitably enforce the
accountability requirements of the state school system and may
impose state requirements on school districts in order to
improve the academic performance of all districts, schools, and
students based upon the provisions of the Florida K-20 Education
Code, chapters 1000-1013; the federal ESEA and its implementing
regulations; and the ESEA flexibility waiver approved for
Florida by the United States Secretary of Education.

the—2011—20

b Rocrairma e~y 70 4+ ao~h 1 R PNENEY The
SO wrcit citc SCIHoOoTT—yCoaty

Ho

Department of Education shall annually identify each public
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school in need of intervention and support to improve student
academic performance. All schools earning a grade of “D” or “F”
pursuant to s. 1008.34 are schools in need of intervention and
support.

(c) The state board shall adopt by rule a differentiated
matrix of intervention and support strategies for assisting
traditional public schools identified under this section and
1002.33(9) (n),

The intervention and support strategies must address

rules for implementing s. relating to charter
schools.
student performance and may include improvement planning,
leadership quality improvement, educator quality improvement,

professional development, curriculum alignment and pacing, and
the use of continuous improvement and monitoring plans and
processes. In addition, the state board may prescribe reporting
requirements to review and monitor the progress of the schools.
The rule must define the intervention and support strategies for

school improvement for schools earning a grade of “D” or “F” and

Th riz]
TIIC— ot

11
[ gu

[0)]
v
Jui

the roles for the district and department.

nain
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= AUy o o ITTOOU IO LTIy COTToT

ar

S Ao
oS —O

i

194 2 7 o
ot ve—=S

)

v A
A\ /4 N e o o n +ho~ £ A N~z A v s Tntaoana
P 7 A (&N C UMMM T TITOO CITTOTT L_LJ.C.LCU_L, (@B aw § tJ_L\JV_L\J.C [ S N T 1 LT ITTCCTTIO O
morit o ner IS NS P S DG N PN EEPE LT CCCNNEF S SIE PN S IPNP= T N S ) SN
ll.LUJ.J._I_L_,UJ__I_J.J.\j, i S N N W N V\_,J.J.L_,_I_UJ.J., (S wLw § L)Ut/t/UJ_L./ L)L./J_L/LL./\./\j_L\./L) [ S N CTIT T O T
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(4) (a) The state board shall apply i1ntensive £he—moest

iatense intervention and support strategies to schools earning a
grade of “D” or “F.” In the first full school year after a
school initially earns a grade of “D” or “F,” the school

district must immediately implement intervention and support

strategies prescribed in rule under paragraph (3) (c) and, by

Hh o~

September 1, provide;—seleet—a optieorn—froemthose
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implementing—the turnaroundeoption—+te the department with the

memorandum of understanding negotiated pursuant to s.

1001.42(21) and a district-managed turnaround plan for approval

by the state board. Upon approval by the state board, the school

district must implement the plan for the remainder of the school

year and continue the plan for 1 full school year. The state

board may allow a school an additional year of implementation

before the school must implement a turnaround option required

under paragraph (b) if it determines that the school is likely

to improve to a grade of “C” or higher after the first full

school year of implementation. ferapprovat by the state board:

pursuant to paragraph (a), The—turporoundoptions—avaitabte—to—a

ress a school that earns three consecutive

grades below a “C” must implement one of the following a—grade

q
D
[OF
|__|
0]
ar
B
|__| -
()
ar
B
B
OF
qr
B
B
OF

1.2+ Reassign students to another school and monitor the
progress of each reassigned student;

2. Contract with an outside entity that has a demonstrated

record of effectiveness to operate the school; or

3. Close the school and reopen the school as one or more
charter schools, each with a governing board that has a

demonstrated record of effectiveness.s

Vil Conmtracdt o2+ o 1o 4
1 e oTITC T CT T W I CTT IT A\ AW
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Section 3. Paragraph (d) of subsection (6) of section
1008.345, Florida Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1008.345 Implementation of state system of school
improvement and education accountability.—

(6)

(d) The commissioner shall assign a community assessment

team to each school district or governing board with a school

that earned a grade of “D” or “F” er—three——conseceutivegrades—of
“p~” pursuant to s. 1008.34 to review the school performance data
and determine causes for the low performance, including the role
of school, area, and district administrative personnel. The
community assessment team shall review a high school’s
graduation rate calculated without high school equivalency
diploma recipients for the past 3 years, disaggregated by
student ethnicity. The team shall make recommendations to the
school board or the governing board and to the State Board of

Education based on the interventions and support strategies

identified pursuant to subsection (5) to whieh address the

causes of the school’s low performance and to incorporate the

strategies andmay beincorporated into the school improvement
plan. The assessment team shall include, but not be limited to,
a department representative, parents, business representatives,
educators, representatives of local governments, and community

activists, and shall represent the demographics of the community
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from which they are appointed.

Section 4. Paragraph (n) of subsection (9) of section
1002.33, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(9) CHARTER SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS.—

(n)1l. The director and a representative of the governing
board of a charter school that has earned a grade of “D” or “F”
pursuant to s. 1008.34 shall appear before the sponsor to
present information concerning each contract component having
noted deficiencies. The director and a representative of the
governing board shall submit to the sponsor for approval a
school improvement plan to raise student performance. Upon
approval by the sponsor, the charter school shall begin
implementation of the school improvement plan. The department
shall offer technical assistance and training to the charter
school and its governing board and establish guidelines for
developing, submitting, and approving such plans.

2.a. If a charter school earns three consecutive grades

bel we o PSRN N2 S P A D £ NN £ mrand sy o
e Ow a V4 A\ JJ, T W CUOT o T T T TV \j.LCAL\J-CQ L\ v O 1T 1T OW OO LJ_Y (&
errad £ W w B U S U ST DA PSS /2 R, I e
\j.LCAL\J-C A\ J_, A\ VW ITTOITTC O T O T T O TV T \jJ_u\J.CQ A\ P W LT CTTIITTIT (& -

vear—periedy the charter school governing board shall choose one
of the following corrective actions:

(I) Contract for educational services to be provided
directly to students, instructional personnel, and school
administrators, as prescribed in state board rule;

(IT) Contract with an outside entity that has a
demonstrated record of effectiveness to operate the school;

(ITTI) Reorganize the school under a new director or

principal who is authorized to hire new staff; or
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(IV) Voluntarily close the charter school.
b. The charter school must implement the corrective action

in the school year following receipt of a third consecutive

rade bel wor £ NN 7o o £ N £ T T agd e
g a e e OW a . J—/, L \jJ—u\A\, . L J_u_L_LVVV_LJ.J.\j W
P A S P T P S\ /4 A AT St L PR £
CUT o T T TOCTITVvVT \.jJ_(.A.\A.\./Q . - (&8 [SAWWAW LW B AW § ITTOUOTTIC U T ST T TOT IV vJ_u\A.\./ .
N o s o WP RPN |

P W LT CTIITIT (&Y - _YCLA.J_ tJC.LL\J\.A.

c. The sponsor may annually waive a corrective action if it
determines that the charter school is likely to improve a letter
grade if additional time is provided to implement the
intervention and support strategies prescribed by the school
improvement plan. Notwithstanding this sub-subparagraph, a
charter school that earns a second consecutive grade of “F” is
subject to subparagraph 3. 4=

d. A charter school is no longer required to implement a

corrective action if it improves to a “C” or higher by —at—3deast

n

leot++
I J S PR U wy

rade. However, the charter school must continue to

r
T

g
implement strategies identified in the school improvement plan.
The sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 4. 5+
e. A charter school implementing a corrective action that

does not improve to a “C” or higher by —at—Fteast—eneJletter—grade

after 2 full school years of implementing the corrective action
must select a different corrective action. Implementation of the
new corrective action must begin in the school year following
the implementation period of the existing corrective action,
unless the sponsor determines that the charter school is likely

to improve to a “C” or higher a—Jdetter—grade if additional time

is provided to implement the existing corrective action.
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Notwithstanding this sub-subparagraph, a charter school that
earns a second consecutive grade of “F” while implementing a

corrective action is subject to subparagraph 3. 4=

2 N NP 1 S+ PN | £ N\no IS\ o /A P

s Fany A\ i I @5 R Epy WSy 1 [ I PN B B A N W LT CITT L \jJ_LA.\J. . vy A\ . CTIITT T
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3.4+~ A charter school’s charter contract is automatically
terminated if the school earns two consecutive grades of “F”
after all school grade appeals are final unless:

a. The charter school is established to turn around the
performance of a district public school pursuant to s.
1008.33(4) (b)3. Such charter schools shall be governed by s.
1008.33;

b. The charter school serves a student population the
majority of which resides in a school zone served by a district

public school subject to s. 1008.33(4
K

A\ /2 N, ear e f o 1
P [ S T _YCLAL.L LN\ I S N S wy T

o £
i B & B W B wy . =

[8))
«

ter—seheool—oepened and the charter
school earns at least a grade of “D” in its third year of
operation. The exception provided under this sub-subparagraph
does not apply to a charter school in its fourth year of
operation and thereafter; or

c. The state board grants the charter school a waiver of
termination. The charter school must request the waiver within
15 days after the department’s official release of school
grades. The state board may waive termination if the charter

school demonstrates that the Learning Gains of its students on

Page 12 of 30
4/2/2017 12:53:32 PM 581-03233-17




331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359

Florida Senate - 2017 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 796

DN ===

statewide assessments are comparable to or better than the
Learning Gains of similarly situated students enrolled in nearby
district public schools. The waiver is valid for 1 year and may
only be granted once. Charter schools that have been in
operation for more than 5 years are not eligible for a waiver

under this sub-subparagraph.

The sponsor shall notify the charter school’s governing board,
the charter school principal, and the department in writing when
a charter contract is terminated under this subparagraph. The
letter of termination must meet the requirements of paragraph
(8) (c). A charter terminated under this subparagraph must follow
the procedures for dissolution and reversion of public funds
pursuant to paragraphs (8) (e)-(g) and (9) (o).

4.5+ The director and a representative of the governing
board of a graded charter school that has implemented a school
improvement plan under this paragraph shall appear before the
sponsor at least once a year to present information regarding
the progress of intervention and support strategies implemented
by the school pursuant to the school improvement plan and
corrective actions, 1f applicable. The sponsor shall communicate
at the meeting, and in writing to the director, the services
provided to the school to help the school address its
deficiencies.

5.6+ Notwithstanding any provision of this paragraph except
sub-subparagraphs 3.a.-c. 4-a-——e~-, the sponsor may terminate the
charter at any time pursuant to subsection (8).

Section 5. Effective upon this act becoming a law, section

1002.333, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
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1002.333 Persistently low-performing schools.—
(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Hope operator” means an entity identified by the

department pursuant to subsection (2).

(b) “Persistently low-performing school” means a school

that has been subject to a differentiated matrix of intervention

and support strategies for more than 3 years and a school that

was closed pursuant to s. 1008.33(4) within 2 years after the

submission of a notice of intent.

(c) “School of hope” means a charter school operated by a

hope operator which serves students from one or more

persistently low-performing schools; is located in the

attendance zone of a persistently low-performing school or

within a 5-mile radius of such school, whichever is greater; and

is a Title I eligible school.

(2) HOPE OPERATOR.—A hope operator is a nonprofit

organization with tax exempt status under s. 501 (c) (3) of the

Internal Revenue Code that operates three or more charter

schools that serve students in grades K-12 in Florida or other

states with a record of serving students from low-income

families and is designated by the State Board of Education as a

hope operator based on a determination that:

(a) The past performance of the hope operator meets or

exceeds the following criteria:

1. The achievement of enrolled students exceeds the

district and state averages of the states in which the

operator’s schools operate;

2. The average college attendance rate at all schools

currently operated by the operator exceeds 80 percent, if such

Page 14 of 30
4/2/2017 12:53:32 PM 581-03233-17




389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417

Florida Senate - 2017 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 796

DN ===

3. The percentage of students eligible for a free or

data 1s available;

reduced price lunch under the National School Lunch Act enrolled

at all schools currently operated by the operator exceeds 70

percent;

4. The operator is in good standing with the authorizer in

each state in which it operates;

5. The audited financial statements of the operator are

free of material exceptions and going concern issues; and

6. Other outcome measures as determined by the State Board

of Education;

(b) The operator was awarded a United States Department of

Education Charter School Program grant for Replication and

Expansion of High-Quality Charter Schools within the preceding 3

years before applying to be a hope operator;

(c) The operator receives funding through the National Fund

or a Regional Fund of the Charter School Growth Fund to

accelerate the growth of the nation’s best charter schools; or

(d) The operator is selected by a district school board in

accordance with s. 1008.33.

An entity that meets the requirements of paragraph (b),

paragraph (c), or paragraph (d) before the adoption by the state

board of measurable criteria pursuant to paragraph (a) shall be

designated as a hope operator. After the adoption of the

measurable criteria, an entity shall be designated as a hope

operator if it meets the criteria or is selected by a district

school board in accordance with s. 1008.33.

(3) DESIGNATION OF HOPE OPERATOR.—Initial status as a hope
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operator is valid for 5 years from the opening of a school of

hope. If a hope operator seeks the renewal of its status, such

renewal shall solely be based upon the academic and financial

performance of all schools established by the operator in the

state since its initial designation.

(4) ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOOLS OF HOPE.—A hope operator may

submit a notice of intent to open a school of hope to the school

district in which a persistently low-performing school has been

identified by the State Board of Education pursuant to

subsection (10).

(a) The notice of intent must include:

1. An academic focus and plan.

2. A financial plan.

3. Goals and objectives for increasing student achievement

for the students from low-income families.

4, A completed or planned community outreach plan.

5. The organizational history of success in working with

students with similar demographics.

6. The grade levels to be served and enrollment

projections.

7. The proposed location or geographic area proposed for

the school and its proximity to the persistently low-performing

school.

8. A staffing plan.

(b) Notwithstanding the requirements of s. 1002.33, a

school district shall enter into a performance-based agreement

with a hope operator to open schools to serve students from

persistently low-performing schools.

(5) PERFORMANCE-BASED AGREEMENT.—The following shall
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comprise the entirety of the performance-based agreement:

(a) The notice of intent, which is incorporated by

reference and attached to the agreement.

(b) The location or geographic area proposed for the school

of hope and its proximity to the persistently low-performing

school.

(c) An enumeration of the grades to be served in each year

of the agreement and whether the school will serve children in

the school readiness or prekindergarten programs.

(d) A plan of action and specific milestones for student

recruitment and the enrollment of students from persistently

low-performing schools, including enrollment preferences and

procedures for conducting transparent admissions lotteries that

are open to the public. Students from persistently low-

performing schools shall be exempt from any enrollment lottery

to the extent permitted by federal grant requirements.

(e) A delineation of the current incoming baseline standard

of student academic achievement, the outcomes to be achieved,

and the method of measurement that will be used.

(f) A description of the methods of involving parents and

expected levels for such involvement.

(g) The grounds for termination, including failure to meet

the requirements for student performance established pursuant to

paragraph (e), generally accepted standards of fiscal

management, or material violation of terms of the agreement. The

nonrenewal or termination of a performance-based agreement must

comply with the requirements of s. 1002.33(8).

(h) A provision allowing the hope operator to open

additional schools to serve students enrolled in or zoned for a
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persistently low-performing school if the hope operator

maintains its status under subsection (3).

(i) A provision establishing the initial term as 5 years.

The agreement shall be renewed, upon the request of the hope

operator, unless the school fails to meet the requirements for

student performance established pursuant to paragraph (e) or

generally accepted standards of fiscal management or the school

of hope materially violates the law or the terms of the

agreement.
(j) A requirement to provide transportation consistent with

the requirements of ss. 1006.21-1006.27 and s. 1012.45. The

governing body of the school of hope may provide transportation

through an agreement or contract with the district school board,

a private provider, or parents of enrolled students.

Transportation may not be a barrier to equal access for all

students residing within reasonable distance of the school.

(k) A requirement that any arrangement entered into to

borrow or otherwise secure funds for the school of hope from a

source other than the state or a school district shall indemnify

the state and the school district from any and all liability,

including, but not limited to, financial responsibility for the

payment of the principal or interest.

(1) A provision that any loans, bonds, or other financial

agreements are not obligations of the state or the school

district but are obligations of the school of hope and are

payable solely from the sources of funds pledged by such

agreement.

(m) A prohibition on the pledge of credit or taxing power

of the state or the school district.
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(6) STATUTORY AUTHORITY.—

(a) A school of hope may be designated as a local education

agency, if requested, for the purposes of receiving federal

funds and, in doing so, accepts the full responsibility for all

local education agency requirements and the schools for which it

will perform local education agency responsibilities. Students

enrolled in a school established by a hope operator designated

as a local educational agency are not eligible students for

purposes of calculating the district grade pursuant to s.
1008.34(5) .

(b) For the purposes of tort liability, the hope operator,

the school of hope, and its employees or agents shall be

governed by s. 768.28. The sponsor shall not be liable for civil

damages under state law for the employment actions or personal

injury, property damage, or death resulting from an act or

omission of a hope operator, the school of hope, or its

employees or agents.

(c) A school of hope may be either a private or a public

employer. As a public employer, the school of hope may

participate in the Florida Retirement System upon application

and approval as a covered group under s. 121.021(34). If a

school of hope participates in the Florida Retirement System,

the school of hope’s employees shall be compulsory members of

the Florida Retirement System.

(d) A hope operator may employ school administrators and

instructional personnel who do not meet the requirements of s.

1012.56 i1f the school administrators and instructional personnel

are not ineligible for such employment under s. 1012.315.

(e) Compliance with s. 1003.03 shall be calculated as the
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average at the school level.

(f) Schools of hope operated by a hope operator shall be

exempt from chapters 1000-1013 and all school board policies.

However, a hope operator shall be in compliance with the laws in

chapters 1000-1013 relating to:

1. The student assessment program and school grading

system.

2. Student progression and graduation.

3. The provision of services to students with disabilities.

4, Civil rights, including s. 1000.05, relating to

discrimination.

5. Student health, safety, and welfare.

6. Public meetings and records, public inspection, and

criminal and civil penalties pursuant to s. 286.011. The

governing board of a school of hope must hold at least two

public meetings per school year in the school district in which

the school of hope is located. Any other meetings of the

governing board may be held in accordance with s. 120.54(2) (b)2.

7. Public records pursuant to chapter 119.

8. The code of ethics for public officers and employees
pursuant to ss. 112.313(2), (3), (7), and (12) and 112.3143(3).
(7) FACILITIES.—

(a) A school of hope shall use facilities that comply with

the Florida Building Code, except for the State Requirements for

Educational Facilities. A school of hope that uses school

district facilities must comply with the State Requirements for

Educational Facilities only if the school district and the hope

operator have entered into a mutual management plan for the

reasonable maintenance of such facilities. The mutual management
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plan shall contain a provision by which the district school

board agrees to maintain the school facilities in the same

manner as its other public schools within the district. The

local governing authority shall not adopt or impose any local

building requirements or site-development restrictions, such as

parking and site-size criteria, which are addressed by and more

stringent than those found in the State Requirements for

Educational Facilities of the Florida Building Code. A local

governing authority must treat schools of hope equitably in

comparison to similar requirements, restrictions, and site

planning processes imposed upon public schools. The agency

having jurisdiction for inspection of a facility and issuance of

a certificate of occupancy or use shall be the local

municipality or, if in an unincorporated area, the county

governing authority. If an official or employee of the local

governing authority refuses to comply with this paragraph, the

aggrieved school or entity has an immediate right to bring an

action in circuit court to enforce its rights by injunction. An

aggrieved party that receives injunctive relief may be awarded

reasonable attorney fees and court costs.

(b) Any facility, or portion thereof, used to house a

school of hope shall be exempt from ad valorem taxes pursuant to

s. 196.1983. Library, community service, museum, performing

arts, theatre, cinema, church, Florida College System

institution, college, and university facilities may provide

space to schools of hope within their facilities under their

preexisting zoning and land use designations without obtaining a

special exception, rezoning, land use charter, or other form of

approval.
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(c) School of hope facilities are exempt from assessments

of fees for building permits, except as provided in s. 553.80;

fees for building and occupational licenses; impact fees or

exactions; service availability fees; and assessments for

special benefits.

(d) No later than October 1, each school district shall

annually provide to the Department of Education a list of all

underused, vacant, or surplus facilities owned or operated by

the school district. A hope operator establishing a school of

hope may use an educational facility identified in this

paragraph at no cost or at a mutually agreeable cost not to

exceed $600 per student. A hope operator using a facility

pursuant to this paragraph may not sell or dispose of such

facility without the written permission of the school district.

For purposes of this paragraph, “underused, vacant, or surplus

facility” means an entire facility or portion thereof which is

not fully used or is used irregularly or intermittently by the

school district for instructional or program use.

(8) NONCOMPLIANCE.—A school district that does not enter

into a performance-based agreement within 60 days after receipt

of a notice of intent shall reduce the administrative fees

withheld pursuant to s. 1002.33(20) to 1 percent for all charter

schools operating in the school district. Upon execution of the

performance-based agreement, the school district may resume

withholding the full amount of administrative fees, but may not

recover any fees that would have otherwise accrued during the

period of noncompliance. Any charter school that had

administrative fees withheld in violation of this subsection may

recover attorney fees and costs to enforce the requirements of
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this subsection. A school district subject to the requirements

of this section shall file a monthly report detailing the

reduction in the amount of administrative fees withheld.

(9) FUNDING.—

(a) Schools of hope shall be funded in accordance with s.
1002.33(17) .

(b) Schools of hope shall receive priority in the

department’s Public Charter School Grant Program competitions.

(c) Schools of hope shall be considered charter schools for

purposes of s. 1013.62, except charter capital outlay may not be

used to purchase real property or for the construction of school

facilities.

(d) Schools of hope shall receive funds from the “Special

Categories: Grants and Aids—-Schools of Hope” which is created in

addition to the categories enumerated in s. 216.011 (1) (c).

Eligible expenditures from an appropriation in the “Special

Categories: Grants and Aids—Schools of Hope” shall include:

1. Preparing teachers, school leaders, and specialized

instructional support personnel, including costs associated

with:

a. Providing professional development.

b. Hiring and compensating teachers, school leaders, and

specialized instructional support personnel for services beyond

the school day and year.

2. Acquiring supplies, training, equipment, and educational

materials, including developing and acquiring instructional

materials.

3. Providing one-time startup costs associated with

providing transportation to students to and from the charter
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4. Carrying out community engagement activities, which may

school.

include paying the cost of student and staff recruitment.

5. Providing funds to cover the nonvoted ad valorem millage

that would otherwise be required for schools and the required

local effort funds calculated pursuant to s. 1011.62 when the

State Board of Education enters into an agreement with a hope

operator pursuant to subsection (5).

(e) If a school of hope is not renewed or is terminated,

any unencumbered funds and all equipment and property purchased

with the funds shall revert to the ownership of the state. The

reversion of such equipment, property, and furnishings shall

focus on tangible or irrecoverable costs such as rental or

leasing fees, normal maintenance, and limited renovations. The

reversion of all property secured with grant funds is subject to

the complete satisfaction of all lawful liens or encumbrances.

(f) Notwithstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351,

the balance of any appropriation from the Grants and Aids-

Schools of hope funding appropriation category which is not

disbursed by June 30 of the fiscal year in which the funds are

appropriated may be carried forward for up to 5 years after the

effective date of the original appropriation.

(10) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—

Pursuant to Art. IX of the State Constitution, which prescribes

the duty of the State Board of Education to supervise the public

school system, the State Board of Education shall:

(a) Publish an annual list of persistently low-performing

schools after the release of preliminary school grades.

(b) Adopt a standard notice of intent and performance-based
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agreement that must be used by hope operators and district

school boards to eliminate regulatory and bureaucratic barriers

that delay access to high quality schools for students in

persistently low-performing schools.

(c) Resolve disputes between a hope operator and a school

district arising from a performance-based agreement or a

contract between a charter operator and a school district under

the requirements of s. 1008.33. The Commissioner of Education

shall appoint a special magistrate who is a member of The

Florida Bar in good standing and who has at least 5 years’

experience in administrative law. The special magistrate shall

hold hearings to determine facts relating to the dispute and to

render a recommended decision for resolution to the State Board

of Education. The recommendation may not alter in any way the

provisions of the performance agreement under subsection (5).

The special magistrate may administer oaths and issue subpoenas

on behalf of the parties to the dispute or on his or her own

behalf. Within 15 calendar days after the close of the final

hearing, the special magistrate shall transmit a recommended

decision to the State Board of Education and to the

representatives of both parties by registered mail, return

receipt requested. The State Board of Education must approve or

reject the recommended decision at its next regularly scheduled

meeting that is more than 7 calendar days and no more than 30

days after the date the recommended decision is transmitted. The

decision by the State Board of Education is a final agency

action that may be appealed to the District Court of Appeal,

First District in accordance with s. 120.68. A charter school

may recover attorney fees and costs if the State Board of
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Education determines that the school district unlawfully

implemented or otherwise impeded implementation of the

performance-based agreement pursuant to this paragraph.

(d) Provide students in persistently low-performing schools

with a public school that meets accountability standards. The

State Board of Education may enter into a performance-based

agreement with a hope operator when a school district has not

improved the school through the interventions and support

provided under s. 1008.33 or has not complied with the

requirements of subsection (4). Upon the State Board of

Education entering into a performance-based agreement with a

hope operator, the school district shall transfer to the school

of hope the proportionate share of state funds allocated from

the Florida Education Finance Program.

(11) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to implement this section.

Section 6. Section 1001.292, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1001.292 Schools of Hope Revolving Loan Program.-—

(1) The Schools of Hope Revolving Loan Program is

established within the Department of Education to provide

assistance to hope operators, as defined in s. 1002.333, to meet

school building construction needs and pay for expenses related

to the startup of a new charter school. The program shall

consist of funds appropriated by the Legislature, money received

from the repayment of loans made from the program, and interest

earned.

(2) Funds provided pursuant to this section may not exceed

25 percent of the total cost of the project, which shall be
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calculated based on 80 percent of the cost per student station

established by s. 1013.64(6) (b) multiplied by the capacity of

the facility.

(3) The department may contract with a third-party

administrator to administer the program. If the department

contracts with a third-party administrator, funds shall be

granted to the third-party administrator to create a revolving

loan fund for the purpose of financing projects that meet the

requirements of subsection (4). The third-party administrator

shall report to the department annually. The department shall

continue to administer the program until a third-party

administrator is selected.

(4) Hope operators that have been designated by the State

Board of Education and have executed a performance-based

agreement pursuant to s. 1002.333 shall be provided a loan up to

the amount provided in subsection (2) for projects that are

located in the attendance area of a persistently low-performing

school or within a 5-mile radius of such school and primarily

serve students from the persistently low-performing school.

(5) The department shall post on its website the projects

that have received loans, the geographic distribution of the

projects, the status of the projects, the costs of the program,

and student outcomes for students enrolled in the school of hope

receiving funds.

(6) All repayments of principal and interest shall be

returned to the loan fund and made available for loans to other

applicants.

(7) Interest on loans provided under this program may be

used to defray the costs of administration and shall be the
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(a) The rate paid on moneys held in the fund; or

lower of:

(b) A rate equal to 50 percent of the rate authorized under

the provisions of s. 215.84.

(8) Notwithstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351,

funds appropriated for this purpose which are not disbursed by

June 30 of the fiscal year in which the funds are appropriated

may be carried forward for up to 5 years after the effective

date of the original appropriation.

Section 7. If any provision of this act or its application

to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity

does not affect the remaining provisions or applications of the

act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or

application, and to this end the provisions of this act are

severable.

Section 8. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
act and except for this section, which shall take effect upon
this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect July 1,
2017.

================= 17 I T L E A MENDDME N T ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause
and insert:
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to school improvement; amending s.
1001.42, F.S.; revising provisions relating to school
improvement plans; requiring only specified schools to

submit a school improvement plan; deleting a
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795 requirement that certain information be included in
796 the improvement plans of certain schools; revising the
797 grade levels required to implement an early warning
798 system; revising the required content of an early

799 warning system; requiring a specified team to monitor
800 specified data; authorizing a psychologist to be a

801 member of the team; revising what constitutes an

802 educational emergency and establishing duties of

803 district school boards relating to such emergency;

804 amending s. 1008.33, F.S.; providing that intervention
805 and support services apply consistently to any school
806 meeting specified criteria; revising the required

807 timeline for the implementation of a district-managed
808 turnaround plan; providing turnaround options

809 available to school districts meeting specified

810 criteria; amending s. 1008.345, F.S.; revising the

811 criteria a school must meet to have a community

812 assessment team; revising the duties of a community
813 assessment team; amending 1002.33, F.S.; revising the
814 criteria a charter school must meet to require

815 corrective action; revising requirements for

816 corrective action by charter schools; revising

817 criteria for waiver of automatic charter termination;
818 creating s. 1002.333, F.S., relating to persistently
819 low-performing schools; providing definitions;

820 providing eligibility criteria for hope operators;

821 providing for the designation and redesignation of a
822 hope operator; authorizing hope operators to establish
823 schools of hope in specified areas; providing the
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824 process for the establishment of a school of hope;

825 providing the requirements for a performance-based

826 agreement; authorizing a school of hope to be

827 designated as a local education agency; providing that
828 a sponsor 1s not liable for specified damages;

829 providing that a school of hope may be a private or
830 public employer; authorizing a school of hope to

831 participate in the Florida Retirement System;

832 authorizing a hope operator to employ certain staff;
833 providing specific statutory exemptions for schools of
834 hope; providing requirements for facilities used by
835 schools of hope; requiring districts to annually

836 provide a list of specified property to the Department
837 of Education; providing that schools of hope shall be
838 funded through the Florida Education Finance Program;
839 establishing additional funding sources and guidelines
840 for eligible expenditures; providing a mechanism to
841 address school district noncompliance; providing

842 authority and obligations of the State Board of

843 Education; providing a mechanism for the resolution of
844 disputes; providing for rulemaking; creating s.

845 1001.291, F.S.; establishing the Schools of Hope

846 Revolving Loan Program; providing criteria for

847 administration of the program; providing for

848 severability; providing effective dates.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: WD
04/17/2017

The Committee on Education (Farmer) recommended the following:

Senate Amendment to Amendment (839664) (with title

amendment)

Delete lines 515 - 554
and insert:

(b) A school of hope may be either a private or a public

employer. As a public employer, the school of hope may

participate in the Florida Retirement System upon application

and approval as a covered group under s. 121.021(34). If a

school of hope participates in the Florida Retirement System,

the school of hope’s employees shall be compulsory members of
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the Florida Retirement System.

(c) A hope operator may employ school administrators and

instructional personnel who do not meet the requirements of s.

1012.56 if the school administrators and instructional personnel

are not ineligible for such employment under s. 1012.315.

(d) Compliance with s. 1003.03 shall be calculated as the

average at the school level.

(e) Schools of hope operated by a hope operator shall be

================= T ] TLE AMENDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 827 - 828
and insert:

designated as a local education agency;
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The Committee on Education (Hukill) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with directory and title amendments)
Delete line 95

and insert:

b. The charter school is designated under s. 10002.336 as a

Delete line 180
and insert:

1002.336 High-Impact Charter Management Organization.-

====== DI RECTORY CLAUSE AMENDMENT ======

And the directory clause is amended as follows:
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Delete line 178
and insert:

Section 2. Section 1002.336 is created

================= T I T LE A MENIDMENT ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 4
and insert:

funding requirements; creating s. 1002.336, F.S.;
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The Committee on Education (Hukill) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with directory and title amendments)
Delete line 95

and insert:

b. The charter school is designated under s. 1002.336 as a

Delete line 180
and insert:

1002.336 High-Impact Charter Management Organization.-
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====== DIRECTORY CLAUSE AMENDMENT ======
And the directory clause is amended as follows:

Delete line 178
and insert:

Section 2. Section 1002.336, Florida Statutes, 1s created

================= T ] TLE AMENDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 4
and insert:

funding requirements; creating s. 1002.336, F.S.;
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Florida Senate - 2017 SB 796

By Senator Bean

4-00439-17
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to charter schools; amending s.
1002.33, F.S.; revising charter school contract and
funding requirements; creating s. 1002.333, F.S.;
defining terms; authorizing certain entities to apply
for designation as a High-Impact Charter Management
Organization; requiring the State Board of Education
to adopt rules; providing criteria for an initial and
renewal designation; providing that the charter school
may receive charter school capital outlay; authorizing
certain administrative fees to be waived under certain
conditions; requiring the Department of Education to
give priority to certain charter schools applying for
specified grants; amending s. 1013.62, F.S.; revising
the standards that a charter school must meet to be
eligible for a funding allocation; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (n) of subsection (9) and paragraph
(c) of subsection (17) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(9) CHARTER SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS.—

(n)1. The director and a representative of the governing
board of a charter school that has earned a grade of “D” or “F”
pursuant to s. 1008.34 shall appear before the sponsor to
present information concerning each contract component having
noted deficiencies. The director and a representative of the

governing board shall submit to the sponsor for approval a

school improvement plan to raise student performance. Upon
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approval by the sponsor, the charter school shall begin
implementation of the school improvement plan. The department
shall offer technical assistance and training to the charter
school and its governing board and establish guidelines for
developing, submitting, and approving such plans.

2.a. If a charter school earns three consecutive grades of
“D,” two consecutive grades of “D” followed by a grade of “F,”
or two nonconsecutive grades of “F” within a 3-year period, the
charter school governing board shall choose one of the following
corrective actions:

(I) Contract for educational services to be provided
directly to students, instructional personnel, and school
administrators, as prescribed in state board rule;

(IT) Contract with an outside entity that has a
demonstrated record of effectiveness to operate the school;

(ITI) Reorganize the school under a new director or
principal who is authorized to hire new staff; or

(IV) Voluntarily close the charter school.

b. The charter school must implement the corrective action
in the school year following receipt of a third consecutive
grade of “D,” a grade of “F” following two consecutive grades of
“D,” or a second nonconsecutive grade of “F” within a 3-year
period.

c. The sponsor may annually waive a corrective action if it
determines that the charter school is likely to improve a letter
grade if additional time is provided to implement the
intervention and support strategies prescribed by the school

improvement plan. Notwithstanding this sub-subparagraph, a

charter school that earns a second consecutive grade of “F” is
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subject to subparagraph 4.

d. A charter school is no longer required to implement a
corrective action if it improves by at least one letter grade.
However, the charter school must continue to implement
strategies identified in the school improvement plan. The
sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 5.

e. A charter school implementing a corrective action that
does not improve by at least one letter grade after 2 full
school years of implementing the corrective action must select a
different corrective action. Implementation of the new
corrective action must begin in the school year following the
implementation period of the existing corrective action, unless
the sponsor determines that the charter school is likely to
improve a letter grade if additional time is provided to
implement the existing corrective action. Notwithstanding this
sub-subparagraph, a charter school that earns a second
consecutive grade of “F” while implementing a corrective action
is subject to subparagraph 4.

3. A charter school with a grade of “D” or “F” which £hat
improves by at least one letter grade must continue to implement
the strategies identified in the school improvement plan. The
sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 5.

4. A charter school’s charter contract is automatically
terminated if the school earns two consecutive grades of “F”

after all school grade appeals are final unless:
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a. The charter school is established to turn around the
performance of a district public school pursuant to s.
1008.33(4) (b)3. Such charter schools shall be governed by s.
1008.33;
b. The charter school is designated under s. 1002.333 as a

High-Impact Charter Management Organization to serve a critical

need area or serves a student population the majority of which
resides in a school zone served by a district public school that
earned a grade of “F” in the year before the charter school
opened and the charter school earns at least a grade of “D” in
its third year of operation. The exception provided under this
sub-subparagraph does not apply to a charter school in its
fourth year of operation and thereafter; or

c. The state board grants the charter school a waiver of
termination. The charter school must request the waiver within
15 days after the department’s official release of school
grades. The state board may waive termination if the charter
school demonstrates that the Learning Gains of its students on
statewide assessments are comparable to or better than the
Learning Gains of similarly situated students enrolled in nearby
district public schools. The waiver is valid for 1 year and may
only be granted once. Charter schools that have been in
operation for more than 5 years are not eligible for a waiver

under this sub-subparagraph.

The sponsor shall notify the charter school’s governing board,
the charter school principal, and the department in writing when
a charter contract is terminated under this subparagraph. The

letter of termination must meet the requirements of paragraph
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(8) (c). A charter terminated under this subparagraph must follow
the procedures for dissolution and reversion of public funds
pursuant to paragraphs (8) (e)-(g) and (9) (o).

5. The director and a representative of the governing board
of a graded charter school that has implemented a school
improvement plan under this paragraph shall appear before the
sponsor at least once a year to present information regarding
the progress of intervention and support strategies implemented
by the school pursuant to the school improvement plan and
corrective actions, if applicable. The sponsor shall communicate
at the meeting, and in writing to the director, the services
provided to the school to help the school address its
deficiencies.

6. Notwithstanding any provision of this paragraph except
sub-subparagraphs 4.a.-c., the sponsor may terminate the charter
at any time pursuant to subsection (8).

(17) FUNDING.—Students enrolled in a charter school,
regardless of the sponsorship, shall be funded as if they are in
a basic program or a special program, the same as students
enrolled in other public schools in the school district. Funding
for a charter lab school shall be as provided in s. 1002.32.

(c) If the district school board is providing programs or
services to students funded by federal funds, any eligible
students enrolled in charter schools in the school district
shall be provided federal funds for the same level of service
provided students in the schools operated by the district school
board. Pursuant to provisions of 20 U.S.C. 8061 s. 10306, all
charter schools shall receive all federal funding for which the

school is otherwise eligible, including Title I funding, not
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later than 5 months after the charter school first opens and
within 5 months after any subsequent expansion of enrollment.
Unless otherwise mutually agreed to by the charter school and
its sponsor, and consistent with state and federal rules and
regulations governing the use and disbursement of federal funds,
the sponsor shall reimburse the charter school on a monthly
basis for all invoices submitted by the charter school for
federal funds available to the sponsor for the benefit of the
charter school, the charter school’s students, and the charter
school’s students as public school students in the school
district. Such federal funds include, but are not limited to,
Title I, Title II, and Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) funds. The department shall provide school districts

with technical assistance to ensure the federal funds are

allocated to charter schools using an appropriate methodology.

To receive timely reimbursement for an invoice, the charter
school must submit the invoice to the sponsor at least 30 days
before the monthly date of reimbursement set by the sponsor. In
order to be reimbursed, any expenditures made by the charter
school must comply with all applicable state rules and federal
regulations, including, but not limited to, the applicable
federal Office of Management and Budget Circulars; the federal
Education Department General Administrative Regulations; and
program-specific statutes, rules, and regulations. Such funds
may not be made available to the charter school until a plan is
submitted to the sponsor for approval of the use of the funds in
accordance with applicable federal requirements. The sponsor has
30 days to review and approve any plan submitted pursuant to

this paragraph.
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Section 2. Section 1002.333, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1002.333 High-Impact Charter Management Organization.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Critical need area” means an area designated as such

by the Legislature or an area that is served by one or more

public schools that are subject to the turnaround options
specified in s. 1008.33(4) (b).

(b) “Entity” means a nonprofit organization with tax exempt

status under s. 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code which is

authorized by law to operate a public charter school.

(2) An entity that successfully operates a system of

charter schools which primarily serves educationally

disadvantaged students who are eligible for free or reduced-

price lunch under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch

Act, may apply to the State Board of Education for status as a

High-Impact Charter Management Organization.

(3) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

prescribing the process and criteria for the initial designation

and renewal designation of a High-Impact Charter Management

Organization. The criteria for initial designation must include

a review of the data from all schools currently and previously

operated by the entity during the past 3 years and the

comparison of student-level data to the data of similar students

in other schools. The initial designation period may not exceed

5 years. The criteria for initial and renewal designation must

include, but need not be limited to, all of the following:

(a) Student demographic and achievement data, including

performance on statewide assessments and nationally norm-
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referenced assessments.

(b) Student attendance, promotion, retention, and

graduation rates.

(c) Other student outcome data, such as college attendance

rates and completion rates.

(d) Annual finance statements and audits.

(4) An entity that is designated as a High-Impact Charter

Management Organization may:

(a) Submit an application to a local school board pursuant

to s. 1002.33 to establish and operate charter schools in

critical need areas;
(b) Take the actions described in s. 1002.331(2); and
(c) Notwithstanding the criteria in s. 1002.33(25), be

designated as a local educational agency for the purpose of

receiving federal funds.

(5) Notwithstanding s. 1013.62(1) (a), a charter school

operated by a High-Impact Charter Management Organization is

eligible to receive charter school capital outlay.

(6) The administrative fee provided for in s.
1002.33(20) (a)2. shall be waived for a charter school

established by a High-Impact Charter Management Organization in

a critical need area if the entity maintains its status as a

High-Impact Charter Management Organization.

(7) The department shall give priority to charter schools

operated by a High-Impact Charter Management Organization in the

department’s Public Charter School Grant Program competitions.

Such priority treatment may be provided only for a new charter

school that will operate in a critical need area.

(8) If an entity seeks status renewal, the State Board of
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Education shall review the academic and financial performance of

the charter schools established in critical need areas

consistent with subsection (3).

(9) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules under
ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this section.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1013.62, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.62 Charter schools capital outlay funding.—

(1) In each year in which funds are appropriated for
charter school capital outlay purposes, the Commissioner of
Education shall allocate the funds among eligible charter
schools as specified in this section.

(a) To be eligible for a funding allocation, a charter
school must:

l.a. Have been in operation for 2 or more years;

b. Be governed by a governing board established in the
state for 3 or more years which operates both charter schools
and conversion charter schools within the state;

c. Be an expanded feeder chain of a charter school within
the same school district that is currently receiving charter
school capital outlay funds;

d. Have been accredited by the Commission on Schools of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or

e. Serve students in facilities that are provided by a
business partner for a charter school-in-the-workplace pursuant
to s. 1002.33(15) (b).

2. Have an annual audit that does not reveal any of the
financial emergency conditions provided in s. 218.503(1) for the

most recent fiscal year for which such audit results are
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3.4~ Have received final approval from its sponsor pursuant

to s. 1002.33 for operation during that fiscal year.

4.5+ Serve students in facilities that are not provided by

the charter school’s sponsor.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1,
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes
Summary:

CS/SB 902 modifies the Gardiner Scholarship Program (GSP) to:

Expand the definition of disability for purposes of the GSP.

Revise student eligibility criteria for participation in the GSP.

Authorize the procurement of additional services using GSP funds.

Provide that a private school with material exceptions to its agreed-upon procedures reports
in consecutive years or that is unable to comply with GSP requirements may be deemed
ineligible for GSP participation by the Commissioner of Education.

Specify circumstances that require a student’s scholarship account to be closed and
conditions under which a student is deemed ineligible for the scholarship.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017.

Il. Present Situation:

The Gardiner Scholarship Program (GSP) provides parents of eligible students with disabilities
more flexibility to customize their child’s education.* Funds are distributed to qualified?

L Section 1002.385(1), F.S.
21d. at (2)(e).
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Scholarship Funding Organizations (SFOs) to establish accounts for eligible students.® Parents
can use funds from the student’s account to choose from a variety of approved items or services
for their students including, but not limited to: specialized services, curriculum, instructional
materials, tuition, and contracted services.*

Eligibility

The parent of a student, who is a Florida resident, may request and receive an account if the
student:®

Is 3 or 4 years old or eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a Florida public
school;

Has one of the following disabilities:

o Autism spectrum disorder,

Cerebral palsy,

Down syndrome,

An intellectual disability,

Phelan-McDermid syndrome,

Prader-Willi syndrome,

Spina bifida,

Muscular dystrophy,

Is identified as a high-risk child, or

o Williams syndrome; and

Has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) written in accordance with the State Board of
Education or has received a diagnosis of one of the above disabilities from a licensed
physician or a licensed psychologist.

O O O O O O O O

A student is not eligible for the GSP:®

While enrolled in a public school.

While enrolled in a Department of Juvenile Justice schools commitment program.
While receiving a scholarship from the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program or the
McKay Scholarship for Students with Disabilities Program.

Or while receiving any other educational scholarship under Chapter 1002 of the Florida
Statutes.

The parent of a student with a disability who does not have an IEP or who seeks a reevaluation
of an existing IEP may request an IEP meeting and evaluation from the school district in order to
obtain or revise a matrix of services.’

3 Section 1002.385, F.S.
4 Section 1002.385(5), F.S.
5 Section 1002.385(3), F.S.

5 1d. at (4).

7 Section 1002.385(7)(a)1., F.S.
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Parents must apply to an eligible SFO to participate in the program by February 1 before the
school year in which the student wishes to participate, or an alternative date set by the SFO.8
Scholarship awards are provided on a first-come, first-served basis.’

Award Amount

An individual student scholarship is calculated, in part, using the appropriate cost for the
educational program which would have been provided for the student in the school district.*
Unless a parent requests and receives an IEP and matrix of services from a district, each
student’s scholarship amount is based on support Level 111 of services.!!

Allowable Expenditures

GSP funds must be used to meet the individual education needs of the student.'? Program funds

may be spent for the following authorized purposes:*®

e Instructional materials and curriculum.

e Specialized services by approved providers, including but not limited to, applied behavior
analysis, speech language pathologist, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and services
provided by spoken and listening language specialists.

e Enrollment in, or tuition and fees for enrollment in, a home education program, an eligible
private school or postsecondary institution or a program offered by the institution, a private
tutoring program, or virtual education programs or courses.

e Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced achievement tests, Advanced Placement
examinations, industry certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

e Contributions to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid College Program or the Florida College
Savings Program.

e Contracted services provided by a public school or school district, including classes.

e Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services provided by an individual who has a valid

Florida educator’s certificate, an adjunct teaching certificate, or has demonstrated mastery of

subject area knowledge.

Fees for specialized summer or after-school education programs.

Fees for transition services provided by job coaches.

Fees for an annual evaluation used by home education students.

Tuition and fees associated with programs offered by VPK education and school readiness

providers.

8 Section 1002.385(3)(b), F.S.
91d. at 12(b).

10 Section 1002.385(13)(a)1., F.S.
1d. at (13)(a)3.

124, at (11).

1314, at (5).
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Eligible Service Providers

Currently, entities eligible to provide specialized services or educational programs include:*

A provider approved by the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, a health care practitioner
or a provider approved by the Florida Department of Education (DOE) to offer specialized
instructional services for children with disabilities.

A postsecondary educational institution including a Florida College System institution; a
state university; a school district technical center; a school district adult general education
center; an independent college or university eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV
Florida Resident Access Grant Program; or an accredited, independent postsecondary
educational institution which is licensed to operate in this state.

A private school that is located in this state, offers education to students in any grade from
kindergarten to grade 12, meets all the requirements of a private school operating in Florida,
and meets all the requirements of a private school participating in the John M. McKay
Scholarship Program or the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

CS/SB 902 modifies the Gardiner Scholarship Program (GSP) to:

Expand the definition of disability, for purposes of the GSP, to include a child:

o Diagnosed with a rare disease or condition, which affects patient populations of fewer
than 200,000 individuals in the United States;

o Diagnosed as Anaphylaxis; or

o ldentified as deaf, visually impaired, hospital or homebound, dual sensory impaired,
traumatic brain injured, as defined by rules of the State Board of Education and
evidenced by reports from local school districts. The bill describes hospital or
homebound to mean a student who has a medically diagnosed physical or psychiatric
condition or illness, as defined by the State Board in rule, and who is confined to the
home or hospital for more than 6 months.

Specify that a student’s individual education pan (IEP) is not required to be reviewed or

revised within the last 12 months in order for the student to be eligible for the GSP.

Allow a student with an IEP from another state or physician licensed in another state to

qualify for the GSP, if the student meets the other eligibility requirements.

Authorize the use of GSP funds to procure services provided by a hospital in Florida which is

selected by a parent, a certified music therapist, art therapist, or services provided at a center

that is a member of the Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International.

Specify that a parent, student, or provider of any services may not bill an insurance company,

Medicaid, or any other agency for the same services paid through Gardiner Scholarship

funds.

Provide that if a private school is unable to meet the requirements in law or has consecutive

years of material exceptions listed in its agreed-upon procedures reports, the Commissioner

of the Department of Education (DOE) may determine that the schools is ineligible to

participate in the GSP.

14 Section 1002.285(2), F.S.
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e Require a student’s scholarship account to be closed and remaining funds reverted to the state
if an account has been inactive for three consecutive fiscal years. The bill defines inactive to
mean that eligible expenditures have not been made from a student’s scholarship account.

e Specify that if a parent does not procure the necessary educational services for the student
and the student’s account has been inactive for 2 consecutive fiscal years, the student is
ineligible for additional scholarship payments until the scholarship-funding organization
verifies that expenditures have occurred from the account.

The bill may result in additional students qualifying for awards under the GSP and allow
students and parents to procure additional services from a hospital in Florida which is selected by
the student’s parent, licensed music therapists, art therapists, or a center that is a member of the
Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017,
V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

CS/SB 902 may result in additional students qualifying for an award through the
Gardiner Scholarship Program (GSP). In the 2016-17 fiscal year, the average GSP award
is approximately $10,000.™ The bill may also allow specified therapists and centers to
receive funds from GSP program participants that choose to procure specialized services
from such providers.

15 Florida Department of Education, HB 15 Analysis (2017), at 9. The GSP provisions in HB 15 are substantively similar to
SB 1314.
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C. Government Sector Impact:

SB 2500, the Senate General Appropriations Bill, appropriates $107,416,063 to the
Gardiner Scholarship Program.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends section 1002.385 of the Florida Statutes.
IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Education on April 17, 2017:

The committee substitute:

e Modifies the definition of disability for purposes of the Gardiner Scholarship
Program by deleting orthopedically impaired and other health impaired identification
from the disability definition and revising the rare diseases definition.

e Restores current law regarding program eligibility criteria by deleting provisions in
the bill that expanded eligibility to a student 5 years or older and who has been
previously identified as high risk.

e Authorizes the use of program funds for specialized services provided by a hospital in
Florida which is selected by a parent.

e Specifies that a parent, student, or provider of any services may not bill an insurance
company, Medicaid, or any other agency for the same services paid through Gardiner
Scholarship funds.

e Provides that a student’s scholarship account must be closed and any remaining funds
revert to the state if an account has been inactive for three consecutive fiscal years.
The bill defines inactive to mean that eligible expenditures have not been made from
a student’s scholarship account.

e Specifies that if a parent does not procure the necessary educational services for the
student and the student’s account has been inactive for 2 consecutive financial years,
the student is deemed ineligible for additional scholarship payments until the
scholarship-funding organization verifies that expenditures have occurred from the
student’s scholarship account.

e Deletes from the bill the appropriation of $200 million in recurring funds from the
General Revenue fund for scholarship awards and $6 million in recurring funds from
the General Revenue fund for administrative expenses.
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B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.




R O W O J o O b W NN

=

Florida Senate - 2017 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 902

[IRAR <022

LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
04/17/2017

The Committee on Education (Simmons) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Paragraphs (d) and (h) of subsection (2) of
section 1002.385, Florida Statutes, are amended, present
paragraphs (i) and (j) of that subsection are redesignated as
paragraphs (j) and (k), respectively, a new paragraph (i) is
added to that subsection, paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of
that section is amended, paragraph (e) is added to subsection

(4) of that section, and subsection (5), paragraph (b) of
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subsection (6), subsection (8), paragraph (f) of subsection
(11), and paragraph (j) of subsection (12) of that section are
amended, to read:

1002.385 The Gardiner Scholarship.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used 1in this section, the term:

(d) “Disability” means, for a 3- or 4-year-old child or for
a student in kindergarten to grade 12, autism spectrum disorder,
as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders, Fifth Edition, published by the American Psychiatric
Association; cerebral palsy, as defined in s. 393.063(6); Down
syndrome, as defined in s. 393.063(15); an intellectual
disability, as defined in s. 393.063(24); Phelan-McDermid
syndrome, as defined in s. 393.063(28); Prader-Willi syndrome,
as defined in s. 393.063(29); spina bifida, as defined in s.
393.063(40); being a high-risk child, as defined in s.
393.063(23) (a); muscular dystrophy; amd Williams syndrome; rare

diseases which affect patient populations of fewer than 200,000

individuals in the United States; anaphylaxis; or identification

as deaf, visually impaired, hospital or homebound, dual sensory

impaired, or traumatic brain injured, as defined by rules of the

State Board of Education and evidenced by reports from local

school districts. The term “hospital or homebound” includes a

student who has a medically diagnosed physical or psychiatric

condition or illness, as defined by the state board in rule, and

who is confined to the home or hospital for more than 6 months.

(h) “IEP” means individual education plan, regardless of

whether the plan has been reviewed or revised within the last 12

months.

(i) “Inactive” means that eligible expenditures have not
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been made from an account funded pursuant to paragraph (13) (d).

(3) PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—A parent of a student with a
disability may request and receive from the state a Gardiner
Scholarship for the purposes specified in subsection (5) 1if:

(a) The student:

1. Is a resident of this state;

2. Is 3 or 4 years of age on or before September 1 of the
year in which the student applies for program participation, or
is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a
public school in this state;

3. Has a disability as defined in paragraph (2) (d); and

4. Is the subject of an IEP written in accordance with

rules of the State Board of Education or with the applicable

rules of another state or has received a diagnosis of a

disability from a physician who is licensed under chapter 458 or
chapter 459, e¥ a psychologist who is licensed under chapter

490, or a physician who holds an active license issued by

another state or territory of the United States, the District of

Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(4) PROGRAM PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for the

program if he or she is:

(e) Enrolled in the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind.

(5) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—Program funds must be

used to meet the individual educational needs of an eligible
student and may be spent for the following purposes:

(a) Instructional materials, including digital devices,
digital periphery devices, and assistive technology devices that

allow a student to access instruction or instructional content
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and training on the use of and maintenance agreements for these
devices.

(b) Curriculum as defined in paragraph (2) (b).

(c) Specialized services by approved providers or by a

hospital in this state which £hat are selected by the parent.

These specialized services may include, but are not limited to:

1. Applied behavior analysis services as provided in ss.
627.6686 and 641.31098.

2. Services provided by speech-language pathologists as
defined in s. 468.1125.

3. Occupational therapy services as defined in s. 468.203.

4. Services provided by physical therapists as defined in
s. 486.021.

5. Services provided by listening and spoken language
specialists and an appropriate acoustical environment for a
child who is deaf or hard of hearing and who has received an
implant or assistive hearing device.

(d) Enrollment in, or tuition or fees associated with
enrollment in, a home education program, an eligible private
school, an eligible postsecondary educational institution or a
program offered by the institution, a private tutoring program
authorized under s. 1002.43, a virtual program offered by a
department-approved private online provider that meets the
provider qualifications specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a), the
Florida Virtual School as a private paying student, or an
approved online course offered pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s.
1004.0961.

(e) Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced

achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
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certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

(f) Contributions to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid
College Program pursuant to s. 1009.98 or the Florida College
Savings Program pursuant to s. 1009.981, for the benefit of the
eligible student.

(g) Contracted services provided by a public school or
school district, including classes. A student who receives
services under a contract under this paragraph is not considered
enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as
specified in subsection (4).

(h) Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services
provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s
certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56; a person who holds an
adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57; or a person
who has demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge
pursuant to s. 1012.56(5). As used in this paragraph, the term
“part-time tutoring services” does not qualify as regular school
attendance as defined in s. 1003.01(13) (e).

i) Fees for specialized summer education programs.
Fees for specialized after-school education programs.

(1)
(1)
(k) Transition services provided by Jjob coaches.
(1) Fees for an annual evaluation of educational progress
by a state-certified teacher under s. 1002.41(1) (c), if this
option is chosen for a home education student.

(m) Tuition and fees associated with programs offered by
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program providers approved
pursuant to s. 1002.55 and school readiness providers approved

pursuant to s. 1002.88.
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128 (n) Fees for services provided at a center that is a member

129 of the Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship

130 International.

131 (0) Fees for services provided by a therapist who is

132 |certified by the Certification Board for Music Therapists or

133 credentialed by the Art Therapy Credentials Board.
134

135 |A provider of any services receiving payments pursuant to this
136 |subsection may not share, refund, or rebate any moneys from the
137 |Gardiner Scholarship with the parent or participating student in

138 any manner. A parent, student, or provider of any services may

139 |not bill an insurance company, Medicaid, or any other agency for

140 the same services that are paid through the Gardiner Scholarship
141 funds.
142 (6) TERM OF THE PROGRAM.—For purposes of continuity of

143 educational choice and program integrity:

144 (b)1. A student’s scholarship account must be closed and
145 any remaining funds, including, but not limited to,

146 contributions made to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid

147 |College Program or earnings from or contributions made to the
148 Florida College Savings Program using program funds pursuant to
149 paragraph (5) (f), shall revert to the state after upen:

150 a. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the

151 commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,
152 the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
153 or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

154 received pursuant to subsection (5); e¥

155 b. Affter Any period of 3 consecutive years after high

156 school completion or graduation during which the student has not
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been enrolled in an eligible postsecondary educational
institution or a program offered by the institution; or+

c. Three consecutive fiscal years in which an account has

been inactive.

2. The commissioner must notify the parent and the
organization when a Gardiner Scholarship account is closed and
program funds revert to the state.

(8) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—An eligible
private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and shall:

(a) Comply with all requirements for private schools
participating in state school choice scholarship programs
pursuant to s. 1002.421.

(b) Provide to the organization, upon request, all
documentation required for the student’s participation,
including the private school’s and student’s fee schedules.

(c) Be academically accountable to the parent for meeting
the educational needs of the student by:

1. At a minimum, annually providing to the parent a written
explanation of the student’s progress.

2. Annually administering or making provision for students
participating in the program in grades 3 through 10 to take one
of the nationally norm-referenced tests identified by the
Department of Education or the statewide assessments pursuant to
s. 1008.22. Students with disabilities for whom standardized
testing is not appropriate are exempt from this requirement. A
participating private school shall report a student’s scores to
the parent.

3. Cooperating with the scholarship student whose parent

chooses to have the student participate in the statewide
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assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 or, if a private school
chooses to offer the statewide assessments, administering the
assessments at the school.

a. A participating private school may choose to offer and
administer the statewide assessments to all students who attend
the private school in grades 3 through 10.

b. A participating private school shall submit a request in
writing to the Department of Education by March 1 of each year
in order to administer the statewide assessments in the
subsequent school year.

(d) Employ or contract with teachers who have regular and
direct contact with each student receiving a scholarship under
this section at the school’s physical location.

(e) Annually contract with an independent certified public
accountant to perform the agreed-upon procedures developed under
s. 1002.395(6) (o) and produce a report of the results if the
private school receives more than $250,000 in funds from
scholarships awarded under this section in the 2014-2015 state
fiscal year or a state fiscal year thereafter. A private school
subject to this paragraph must submit the report by September
15, 2015, and annually thereafter by August 15 to the

organization that awarded the majority of the school’s
scholarship funds. The agreed-upon procedures must be conducted
in accordance with attestation standards established by the

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

If The—dnability—of a private school is unable to meet the

requirements of this subsection or has in consecutive years had

material exceptions listed in its agreed-upon procedures
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215 reports, there is eenmstitutes a basis for the ineligibility of

216 the private school to participate in the program as determined
217 |by the commissioner.

218 (11) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM

219 |PARTICIPATION.—A parent who applies for program participation
220 under this section is exercising his or her parental option to
221 determine the appropriate placement or the services that best
222 |meet the needs of his or her child. The scholarship award for a
223 student is based on a matrix that assigns the student to support
224 |Level III services. If a parent receives an IEP and a matrix of
225 services from the school district pursuant to subsection (7),
226 the amount of the payment shall be adjusted as needed, when the
227 school district completes the matrix.

228 (f) The parent is responsible for procuring the services

229 |necessary to educate the student. If a parent does not procure

230 the necessary educational services for the student and the

231 student’s account has been inactive for 2 consecutive fiscal

232 years, the student is ineligible for additional scholarship

233 |payments until the scholarship-funding organization verifies

234 that expenditures from the account have occurred. When the

235 student receives a Gardiner Scholarship, the district school

236 |board is not obligated to provide the student with a free

237 appropriate public education. For purposes of s. 1003.57 and the
238 Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act, a participating
239 student has only those rights that apply to all other

240 unilaterally parentally placed students, except that, when

241 requested by the parent, school district personnel must develop
242 an individual education plan or matrix level of services.

243
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A parent who fails to comply with this subsection forfeits the
Gardiner Scholarship.

(12) OBLIGATIONS OF SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING ORGANIZATIONS.—An
organization may establish Gardiner Scholarships for eligible
students by:

(7) Documenting each scholarship student’s eligibility for
a fiscal year before granting a scholarship for that fiscal year

pursuant to paragraph (3) (b). A student is ineligible for a

scholarship if the student’s account has been inactive for 2

consecutive fiscal years. However, once an eligible expenditure

is made pursuant to paragraph (11) (f), the student is eligible

for a scholarship, based on available funds.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.

================= 17 I T L E A MENDDME N T ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause

and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Gardiner Scholarship Program;
amending s. 1002.385, F.S.; redefining the terms
“disability” and “IEP”; defining the term “inactive”;
prohibiting a student who i1s enrolled in the Florida
School for the Deaf and the Blind from being eligible
for the program; revising the purposes for which
program funds may be used; requiring that a student’s
account be closed and program funds revert to the
state after the account is inactive for a specified

number of years; revising the date upon which certain
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273 private schools must submit a required report;

274 specifying that certain actions of the private school
275 are a basis for program ineligibility; revising parent
276 and student responsibilities for program

277 participation; revising obligations of scholarship-
278 funding organizations; providing an effective date.

Page 11 of 11
4/17/2017 10:32:55 AM 581-03848A-17




THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANCE RECORD

! (Deliver BOTH co
pies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) S g
0U/43]2012 qo 2
Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)
Topic Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

sobTite (HALTTIONS PI R{ C To R
Address 200 WFES T ﬁ?//?(;f AVE  Phone 7} fgﬁ —?50 QQYE

Street

TA/) i@/‘/ﬁf 48 Pﬁ 3025(’7 Z  Email
City State Zip
Speaking: [/]For [ _]Against [ | Information Waive Speaking: [ ]In Support DAgamst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)
Representing TF/{ LI@ 4 { INITIA TN €
i ,‘ .
Appearing at request of Chair: Yes &ﬁff Lobbyist registered with Legislature: |/ ]Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



THE FLORIDA SENATE
APPEARANCE RECORD :
Z___ / / / 7 / / 7 (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) % 2

Mebting [\)Ibté Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic &ﬁ (\5’( lhé( ;ﬁ‘fhb L‘C Gﬂq P Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name Ké’%ﬂ 'S B@ﬁa )
JJ

Job Tite_ \\ovn
Address __ | 709 (’ﬂmﬂ"’g Clulo Ve Phone %5»@“%7’“7?2(
Street !
Tollghnes ¢ = 2237 Email
City ' State Zip 1
Speaking: Q{or [ ]Against [ ]Information Waive Speaking: [ |In Support [ ]Against

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing P@L (€ L

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes | \ MO Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes | NG

\ 4

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked fo limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANCE RECORD

[ﬁ j! ;7 / f 7 (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) q 0 2_
' Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)
Topic 5B A02 Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title Direct | &xtevnal Attzicrs

Address |90l Ulmerton oA 4] go Phone 727- 45| -8l
Street
Clegrwater FL 3£ /w2 Email_¢clements @ sufs o
City - State Zip J
Speaking: [D<|For [ |Against [ ]Information Waive Speaking: [X]In Support [ _|Against

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing  $tep Up for Stuclents

Appearing at request of Chair: | |Yes [><|No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [)X|Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard,

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)
- )71 To4
Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)
Topic Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name g\f\q‘ e Zan/ier

Job Title__ Ve@uty Stude DA(<&hpr
Address 40 LA [alles(c hee . <oy 109

Phone 3$0-T25-5I5

Street
Tz Uahasce EL

3d 3?/ Email  $Zande(D o Fy o/ O‘T/j

City State
Speaking: [ |For [ _]Against [ |Information

Representing M\é‘({fﬁu\s (G ?/msg&\}\\\)\

Zip

Waive Speaking: Eln Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

\
Appearing at request of Chair: [ ] Yes P<|No

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: X Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.

S-001 (10/14/14)



THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANCE RECORD

fg % Y 5 P (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) ‘if q (‘“\ Z
J 11 = 7
" ¥ Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)
. -
Topic oI &W’EM Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name /.2 vouidorTo Toyniiau ¢ 7

Job Title_AN10y AdvO CQ w AR iod
Address 215 S . Monyne S #4720 Phone 1§01 -955 - 11955

Street
Toddodg s 1l 2220  Email0aXendenCavcel ind,
City State Zip yd
Speaking: [ |For [ |Against [ _|Information Waive Speaking: % Support [ |Against

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)
Representing Fou ndodi 0 Hy Hovda< [RanV 6%

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:‘ | Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

4[] SB d402
" Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)
Topic Gavdiner  Scloay <l P Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name Brittpded Huht
JobTitle_ Polic/ Divectorr
Address 2u S RroNoughl St Phone ( 250) 52| - 1200
Street
Tullalassee L 323%|  Email blhurt @ fFlchambel . Conn
City State Zip
Speaking: | |For [ ]Against [ _]Information Waive Speaking: Ej In Support | | Against

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing Flerida Chamlser of Comn~erce

| 7
Appearing at request of Chair: Yes | \'No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: |V | Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. ‘ S-001 (10/14/14)



THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) q ,@ -~

%g igf | ? i; | 7

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic ard.a ece < isig@ I e S A, ?j; Pro al &an Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name o ame S %%ggg

JobTite_ A ssociate (irector Lfor Education
Address 2D | W  farkK PBpue

Phone {%% g%) 2A 25003

Street
- i S . rm W ; . ;\[ : .
Tallah asvee FL 2 Email wcBLlacchborg
City ' State o~ -
Speaking: [ |For [ ]Against [ _]Information Waive Speaking: [ ¥ Support [ ] Against

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing + lorda Confecence  of Cathslic Bishops

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes Jo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: é% ~_|No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANCE RECORD
A . / 7 ‘ (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) ? 0
oril 7 0] v L

Meeting Date( Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic [ 57 Gy r);V‘ oy gg L\ o/ Al S h, f S Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name__Shawn  FPros+

Job Title_ {5} deat |
Address _| 2 S, Ma/) (vy St #/0/ Phone _ $5¢ :)?/ '\OL{Z,(

Stree

Tals "\MJ@P . 3281 Emaiiate @FCS BM.org
City ‘ State Zip/ “J
Speaking: [ |For [ ]Against [ _]Information Waive Speaking: In Support [ ] Against

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing l//@f’&/ﬂ Cﬂ&/é“}/\ﬂﬂ v jC%c’?ﬁ/ ﬁ@q fﬁ/ Méi/‘/}bffﬁ'

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes | jiNo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes | J/No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testlmony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



0o J o U Ww N

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Florida Senate - 2017

By Senator Simmons

9-00468B-17
A bill to be

SB 902

2017902
entitled

An act relating to the Gardiner Scholarship Program;

amending s. 1002.385, F.S.; redefining the terms

“disability” and “IEP”; revising program eligibility

requirements; prohibiting a student who is enrolled in

the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind from

being eligible for the program; authorizing a parent

to select certain additional specialized services;

revising the date upon which certain private schools

must submit a required report;

actions of the private school

specifying that certain

are a basis for program

ineligibility; revising funding calculation

requirements; providing an appropriation; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (d) and

paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of

(h) of subsection (2) and

section 1002.385, Florida

Statutes, are amended, paragraph (e) is added to subsection (4)

of that section, and paragraph (c)

of subsection (5) and

subsections (8)and (13) of that section are amended, to read:
1002.385 The Gardiner Scholarship.—
(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(d) “Disability” means, for a

a student in kindergarten to grade

3- or 4-year-old child or for

12, autism spectrum disorder,

as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental

Disorders, Fifth Edition, published by the American Psychiatric

Association; cerebral palsy, as defined in s. 393.063(6); Down
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syndrome, as defined in s. 393.063(15); an intellectual
disability, as defined in s. 393.063(24); Phelan-McDermid
syndrome, as defined in s. 393.063(28); Prader-Willi syndrome,

as defined in s. 393.063(29); spina bifida, as defined in s.
393.063(40); being a high-risk child, as defined in s.
393.063(23) (a); muscular dystrophy; ard Williams syndrome; a

rare disease or condition, as defined by the Orphan Drug Act of

1983, Pub. L. No. 97-414; anaphylaxis; or identification as

orthopedically impaired, deaf, visually impaired, hospital or

homebound, dual sensory impaired, traumatic brain injured, or

other health impaired, as defined by rules of the State Board of

Education and evidenced by reports from local school districts.

(h) “IEP” means individual education plan, regardless of

whether the plan has been reviewed or revised within the last 12

months.

(3) PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—A parent of a student with a
disability may request and receive from the state a Gardiner
Scholarship for the purposes specified in subsection (5) if:

(a) The student:

1. Is a resident of this state;

2. Is 3 or 4 years of age on or before September 1 of the
year in which the student applies for program participation or
is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a
public school in this state;

3. Has a disability as defined in paragraph (2) (d) or is 5
years of age or older and has previously been identified as a

high-risk child, as defined in s. 393.063(23) (a); and

4. Is the subject of an IEP written in accordance with

rules of the State Board of Education or with the applicable

Page 2 of 9

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

Florida Senate - 2017 SB 902

9-00468B-17 2017902

rules of another state or has received a diagnosis of a

disability from a physician who is licensed under chapter 458 or
chapter 459, e* a psychologist who is licensed under chapter

490, or a physician who holds an active license issued by

another state or territory of the United States, the District of

Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(4) PROGRAM PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for the

program if he or she is:

(e) Enrolled in the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind.

(5) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—Program funds must be

used to meet the individual educational needs of an eligible
student and may be spent for the following purposes:

(c) Specialized services by approved providers that are
selected by the parent. These specialized services may include,
but are not limited to:

1. Applied behavior analysis services as provided in ss.
627.6686 and 641.31098.

2. Services provided by speech-language pathologists as
defined in s. 468.1125.

3. Occupational therapy services as defined in s. 468.203.

4. Services provided by physical therapists as defined in
s. 486.021.

5. Services provided by listening and spoken language
specialists and an appropriate acoustical environment for a
child who is deaf or hard of hearing and who has received an
implant or assistive hearing device.

6. Services provided by a therapist who is certified by the

Certification Board for Music Therapists or who has credentials
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from the Art Therapy Credentials Board.

7. Services provided at a center that is a member of the

Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship

International.

A provider of any services receiving payments pursuant to this
subsection may not share, refund, or rebate any moneys from the
Gardiner Scholarship with the parent or participating student in
any manner.

(8) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—An eligible
private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and shall:

(a) Comply with all requirements for private schools
participating in state school choice scholarship programs
pursuant to s. 1002.421.

(b) Provide to the organization, upon request, all
documentation required for the student’s participation,
including the private school’s and student’s fee schedules.

(c) Be academically accountable to the parent for meeting
the educational needs of the student by:

1. At a minimum, annually providing to the parent a written
explanation of the student’s progress.

2. Annually administering or making provision for students
participating in the program in grades 3 through 10 to take one
of the nationally norm-referenced tests identified by the
Department of Education or the statewide assessments pursuant to
s. 1008.22. Students with disabilities for whom standardized
testing is not appropriate are exempt from this requirement. A
participating private school shall report a student’s scores to

the parent.
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3. Cooperating with the scholarship student whose parent
chooses to have the student participate in the statewide
assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 or, if a private school
chooses to offer the statewide assessments, administering the
assessments at the school.

a. A participating private school may choose to offer and
administer the statewide assessments to all students who attend
the private school in grades 3 through 10.

b. A participating private school shall submit a request in
writing to the Department of Education by March 1 of each year
in order to administer the statewide assessments in the
subsequent school year.

(d) Employ or contract with teachers who have regular and
direct contact with each student receiving a scholarship under
this section at the school’s physical location.

(e) Annually contract with an independent certified public
accountant to perform the agreed-upon procedures developed under
s. 1002.395(6) (o) and produce a report of the results if the
private school receives more than $250,000 in funds from
scholarships awarded under this section in the 2014-2015 state
fiscal year or a state fiscal year thereafter. A private school
subject to this paragraph must submit the report by September
15, 2015, and annually thereafter by August 15 to the
organization that awarded the majority of the school’s
scholarship funds. The agreed-upon procedures must be conducted
in accordance with attestation standards established by the

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

If The—inability—of a private school is unable to meet the
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requirements of this subsection or has in consecutive years had

material exceptions listed in its agreed-upon procedures

reports, there is eenstitutes a basis for the ineligibility of

the private school to participate in the program as determined
by the commissioner.

(13) FUNDING AND PAYMENT.—

(a)1l. The maximum funding amount granted for an eligible
student with a disability, pursuant to subsection (3), shall be
equivalent to the base student allocation in the Florida
Education Finance Program multiplied by the appropriate cost
factor for the educational program that whieh would have been
provided for the student in the district school to which he or
she would have been assigned, multiplied by the district cost
differential.

2. In addition, an amount equivalent to a share of the
guaranteed allocation for exceptional students in the Florida
Education Finance Program shall be determined and added to the
amount in subparagraph 1. The calculation shall be based on the
methodology and the data used to calculate the guaranteed
allocation for exceptional students for each district in chapter
2000-166, Laws of Florida. Except as provided in subparagraph
3., the calculation shall be based on the student’s grade, the
matrix level of services, and the difference between the 2000-
2001 basic program and the appropriate level of services cost
factor, multiplied by the 2000-2001 base student allocation and
the 2000-2001 district cost differential for the sending
district. The calculated amount must also include an amount
equivalent to the per-student share of supplemental academic

instruction funds, instructional materials funds, technology
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175| funds, and other categorical funds as provided in the General 204 3. February 1 shall receive 50 percent of the total awarded
176| Appropriations Act. 205 funds.
177 3. E BE—a therwi provided—3n—sub tieon—++ The 206 4. April 1 shall receive 25 percent of the total awarded
178| calculation for a student alt—students participating in the 207 funds.
179| program shall be based on the student’s matrix level of 208 (e) A student who is 3 years of age or older after
180 services. The funding for a student without a matrix of services 209 September 1 and who the organization has determined is eligible
181 shall be based on the matrix that assigns the student to support 210 for a Gardiner Scholarship may receive a prorated scholarship
182 Level III of services. If a parent chooses to request and 211 consistent with paragraph (c).
183 receive a matrix of services from the school district, when the 212 (f)+e} Accrued interest in the student’s account is in
184 school district completes the matrix, the amount of the payment 213 addition to, and not part of, the awarded funds. Program funds
185| shall be adjusted as needed. 214 include both the awarded funds and accrued interest.
186 (b) The amount of the awarded funds shall be 90 percent of 215 (g)+4£)» The organization may develop a system for payment of
187 the calculated amount. One hundred percent of the funds 216 benefits by funds transfer, including, but not limited to, debit
188 appropriated for the program shall be released to the department 217 cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of payment
189| at the beginning of the first quarter of each fiscal year. 218| that the department deems to be commercially viable or cost-
190 (c) Upon notification from the organization that a parent 219 effective. A student’s scholarship award may not be reduced for
191| has filed a final verification document pursuant to paragraph 220| debit card or electronic payment fees. Commodities or services
192 (3) (b) or upon notification from the organization that a 3- or 221 related to the development of such a system shall be procured by
193| 4-year-old child’s application has been approved for the 222 competitive solicitation unless they are purchased from a state
194 program, the department shall release the student’s scholarship 223 term contract pursuant to s. 287.056.
195| funds to the organization to be deposited into the student’s 224 (h)+4&)» In addition to funds appropriated for scholarship
196 account. 225 awards and subject to a separate, specific legislative
197 (d) For initial eligibility for the program, students 226| appropriation, an organization may receive an amount equivalent
198| determined eligible by the organization for a Gardiner 227| to not more than 3 percent of the amount of each scholarship
199 Scholarship by: 228 award from state funds for administrative expenses if the
200 1. September 1 shall receive 100 percent of the total 229| organization has operated as a nonprofit entity for at least the
201| awarded funds. 230| preceding 3 fiscal years and did not have any findings of
202 2. November 1 shall receive 75 percent of the total awarded 231| material weakness or material noncompliance in its most recent
203 funds. 232 audit under s. 1002.395(6) (m). Such administrative expenses must
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be reasonable and necessary for the organization’s management
and distribution of scholarships under this section. Funds
authorized under this paragraph may not be used for lobbying or
political activity or expenses related to lobbying or political
activity. An organization may not charge an application fee for
a scholarship. Administrative expenses may not be deducted from
funds appropriated for scholarship awards.

(i)+h)> Moneys received pursuant to this section do not
constitute taxable income to the qualified student or parent of
the qualified student.

Section 2. For the 2017-2018 fiscal year, the sum of $200

million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is

appropriated to the Department of Education for scholarship

awards under the Gardiner Scholarship Program. In addition to

the funds appropriated for the scholarship awards, the sum of $6

million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is

appropriated to the Department of Education for each

scholarship-funding organization’s reasonable and necessary

administrative expenses to manage and distribute scholarship

awards under the program; however, the amount paid to each

scholarship-funding organization may not exceed 3 percent of the

amount of each scholarship award.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Education

BILL: CS/SB 1362

INTRODUCER: Senator Broxson

SUBJECT: K-12 Education
DATE: April 18, 2017 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Androff Graf ED Fav/CS
2. AED
3. AP

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Technical Changes

Summary:

CS/SB 1362 creates the designation of High-Impact Charter Network (HICN), defines related
terms, provides incentives for HICN entities to operate in Florida, and establishes application
and review processes for the designation. Additionally, the bill:

e Eliminates the requirement for the Department of Education to compare student performance
data of charter schools within a school district with public schools within that district, and
with the other charter schools in Florida as well as the posting of such information on each
charter school’s Internet website.

e Allows a collocated school to receive a school improvement rating if all the schools at the
site are eligible for a school improvement rating and do not elect to be graded.

e Replaces statutory reference to the ACT Aspire test with the PreACT.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017,
1. Present Situation:

The Florida Legislature has enacted legislation to promote school choice and strengthen
education accountability.
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Charter Schools

Charter schools are nonsectarian, public schools that operate under a performance contract with a
sponsor, called a charter.* A guiding principle of charter schools is to meet high standards of
student achievement while providing parents flexibility to choose among diverse educational
opportunities within the state’s public school system.?

Charter School Application Process

Florida law establishes an application process for establishing a new charter school.® An
applicant must submit a charter school application to the sponsor.* The sponsor must review or
deny the application.® The law requires sponsors and applicants to use a standard charter school
application and application evaluation instrument.® The standard application is designed to
enable the sponsor to evaluate the applicant’s educational plan, organizational plan, financial
viability, and business plan.’

In order to facilitate greater collaboration in the application process, an applicant may submit a
draft charter school application by May 1 with an application fee of $500.8 Otherwise, a sponsor
is prohibited from charging an applicant any fee for the processing or consideration of an
application.®

Charter school sponsors evaluate a variety of factors when considering an application to open a

charter school.'® The standard application requires the applicant to:!!

e List each proposed member of the charter school’s governing board and his or her
background and qualifications.

e Indicate to what extent the governing board will contract with a management company,
summarize the management company’s history of operating charter schools, and list other
charter schools managed by the company along with student achievement and financial
performance data of such schools.

Charter School Accountability

Florida law establishes several requirements designed to hold charter schools accountable both
financially and academically, including:*2
e A detailed application and rigorous review and approval process.

! Section 1002.33(5)(a), (6)(h), (7) and (9)(a), F.S.

21d. at (2)(a)1., F.S.

3 Section 1002.33(6)(a), F.S.

41d.

S d.

61d.

"1d.

8 Section 1002.33(6)(b), F.S. The deadline for applications is August 1, although sponsors may receive applications later if it
so choses. Id.

°1d.

Y 1d. at (6)(a), (7), (8), (9).

11d. at (6).

12 Sections 1002.33(6), (7), (9), 16), (21), (23), (24), (26), and 1002.345, F.S.
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e The execution and maintenance of charter agreements between the charter school and its
sponsor.

e Annual reporting, annual financial audits, and sponsor monitoring of monthly financial
statements.

e Participation in statewide assessments and Florida’s school grading system.

e Interventions for unsatisfactory academic performance and financial instability.

e Reporting of student performance information to parents and the public.

e Compliance with ethical standards for employees and governing board members.

Charter School Data Reporting Requirements

The Florida Department of Education (DOE) is required to report student assessment data to
each school, including charter schools, that receives a school grade or school improvement
rating.® In 2009, the charter school statute was amended to require the DOE to report student
assessment data for any charter school that was too small to receive a school grade, but had at
least 10 students with assessment scores.'* The DOE is also required to compare the performance
data for each of these charter schools with student performance data in traditional public schools
in the district in which the charter school was located and other charter schools in the state.’® The
information must be provided on each charter school’s Internet website.® When the law was
changed to require the DOE to issue a school grade to any school that had at least 10 students
with assessment scores, the provision requiring a comparative report for charter schools that did
not receive a school grade was not eliminated.!” The DOE is required to develop an analysis and
comparison of the overall performance of charter school students, to include all students whose
scores are counted as part of the statewide assessment program versus comparable public schools
in the district.!8

Education Accountability

Florida’s K-12 accountability system was created to provide for a uniform, efficient, safe, secure
and high quality system of free public schools that allows students to obtain a high-quality
education.®

School Grades

Florida assigns each public school, including charter schools, a school grade in order to help
parents and the public measure the performance of a school.?

13 Section 1008.34, F.S.

14 Section 7, ch. 2009-214, L.O.F.; Florida Department of Education, SB 1362 Analysis (2017), at 2.

51d.

16 Section 1002.33(21)(b)3., F.S.

17 Florida Department of Education, SB 1362 Analysis (2017), at 2; s. 1, ch. 2014-23, L.O.F.

18 Section 1002.33(21)(b)3., F.S.; Florida Department of Education, SB 1362 Analysis (2017), at 2.

19 See s. 1008.345(1), F.S. The Commissioner of Education is responsible for implementing and maintaining a system of
intensive school improvement and stringent education accountability. Id.

2 Florida Department of Education, 2016 Preliminary School Grades Overview, available at
http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org/pdf/1516/School GradesOverview16.pdf.
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Schools are graded using one of the following grades:?

e “A,” for schools making excellent progress — 62% or higher of total points.

“B,” for schools making above average progress — 54% to 61% of total points.

“C,” for schools making satisfactory progress — 41% to 53% of total points.

“D,” for schools making less than satisfactory progress — 32% to 40% of total points.
“F,” for schools failing to make adequate progress — 31% or less of total points.

In Florida, the lowest performing schools receive more comprehensive, state-provided
intervention and support than schools that are closer to meeting state determined student
achievement goals.?? A school district must select a turnaround option when a traditional public
schools earns a grade of “F”, two consecutive grades of “D”, or a single grade of “F”,
immediately followed by a grade of “D” in the most recent grade release.?® The first full school
year after such grade is a planning year during which the school district must implement
intervention and support strategies, select a school turnaround option, and submit a plan for
implementing the turnaround option to the DOE for approval.? If the school does not improve
by at least one letter grade at the end of the planning year, the turnaround option must be
implemented the following school year.?® Florida law specifies the turnaround options that a
school district may select.?®

School Improvement Ratings

An alternative school or exceptional student education center may opt for a school improvement
rating instead of a school grade.?” The school improvement rating is calculated using student
learning gains on statewide, standardized English Language Arts and Mathematics assessments
for all eligible students who are enrolled in the school and who have assessment scores or
comparable scores for the preceding school year.?® Schools that improve their ratings by at least
one level or maintain a commendable rating are eligible for school recognition awards.?°

Effect of Proposed Changes:

CS/SB 1362 creates the designation of High-Impact Charter Network (HICN), defines related
terms, provides incentives for HICN entities to operate in Florida, and establishes application
and review processes for the designation. Additionally, the bill:

e Eliminates the requirement for the Department of Education to compare student performance
data of charter schools within a school district with public schools within that district, and
with the other charter schools in Florida as well as the posting of such information on each
charter school’s Internet website.

21 Section 1008.34(2), F.S.; rule 6A-1.09981, F.A.C.

22 Section 1008.33(2)(b) and (4), F.S.; see rule 6A-2.09981(2)(h), F.A.C. School improvement requirements were originally
established under the federal 2002 reauthorization of Every Student Succeeds Act, otherwise known as the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001. Pub. L. No. 107-110, 115 Stat. 1425 (Jan. 8, 2002).

23 Section 1008.33(4); rule 6A-1.099811(4)(b), F.A.C.

21d.

25 Section 1008.33(4)(c)-(e); rule 6A-1099811(4)(c) and (5)(b), F.A.C.
26 Section 1008.33(4)(b).

27 Section 1008.341(2), F.S.

2 1d, at (3).

21d. at (2).
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e Allows a collocated school to receive a school improvement rating if all the schools at the
site are eligible for a school improvement rating and do not elect to be graded.
e Replaces statutory reference to the ACT Aspire test with the PreACT.

Charter Schools

The bill makes the following modifications that affect charter schools.

High-Impact Charter Network

The bill establishes a High-Impact Charter Network (HICN) designation and specifies that the
designation is valid for up to 4 years. The bill defines critical need area as an area that is served
by one or more nonalternative, traditional public schools that received a school grade of “D” or
“Fin 4 of the last 5 years or whose school district is required to implement a turnaround option.
Entity, for purposes of HICN, is defined as a nonprofit organization with tax exempt status under
the federal Internal Revenue Code, which is authorized to operate a public charter school by
Florida law.

The bill states that in order to apply for HICN status, an entity must successfully operate a
system of charter schools that serves primarily economically disadvantaged students who are
eligible for free or reduced-price lunches under the National School Lunch Act.

Application and Review Process

The bill authorizes the SBE to adopt rules prescribing an application and review process for the

HICN and specifies that the review:

e Must include student demographic information and a review of all schools currently and
previously operated by the entity, including school-level financial performances and school
wide and subgroup performance on all statewide assessments for the most recent 3 years as
compared to all students in other schools at the same grade level and as compared to other
schools serving similar student demographics.

e May include student performance on nationally norm-referenced tests, attendance and
retention rates, graduation rates, college attendance rates, college persistence rates, and other
outcome measures as determined by the state board.

The bill provides that the initial HICN designation is valid for up to 4 years. If an entity seeks to
renew its status, the SBE must review the academic and financial performance of the charter
schools established in critical need areas.

Incentives

The bill grants the following incentives to HICN entities:

e Authorizes an HICN to apply to a district school board to establish and operate charter
schools in critical need areas or as turnaround options for schools that have earned a grade of
“F” in the school district.

e Provides that a charter school operated by an HICN in a critical need area is eligible to
receive charter school capital outlay immediately, rather than after 2 years of operation.
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e Requires the Florida Department of Education (DOE) to give priority to new charter schools
operated by HICNs in a critical need area in the Florida Public Charter School Grant
Program competitions.

e Specifies that the governing board of a HICN must be designated as a local educational
agency for the purposes of receiving federal funds if the governing board has adopted and
filed a resolution with its sponsoring district school board and the DOE. This resolution must
contain provisions indicating that the governing board accepts the full responsibility for all
local educational agency requirements and that the charter schools for which the governing
board will perform local educational responsibilities are all located in the same county.

The establishment of the HICN designation may result in the creation of additional charter
schools to serve students in critical need areas within the state. The number of charter schools
that will open in critical need areas is not known.*°

Reporting Requirements

The bill deletes the requirement for the DOE to compare the student performance data of each
charter school to traditional district-managed public schools within the district and other charter
schools across the state. The bill also eliminates the posting of such information on the Internet
website of each charter school. This may limit public access to such comparative student
performance data.

Education Accountability

Additionally, the bill provides that a collocated school that does not earn a school grade or
school improvement rating for the performance of its own students may use an aggregated school
improvement rating under certain circumstances. A collocated school may use the aggregated
school improvement rating if all schools at the site are eligible for a school improvement rating
and do not elect to be graded.3! Under this option, the student performance data of all schools
operating at the same facility must be aggregated to develop a school improvement rating.>? This
may result in more collocated schools qualifying for and using a combined school improvement
rating.>®

Finally, the bill makes a conforming name change to replace statutory references to the ACT
Aspire with the PreAct, which is the current name of the test.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017.
Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

%0 Florida Department of Education, SB 1362 Analysis (2017), at 6.
3L1d. at 4.

%1d. at 4-5.

3 1d. at 5.
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V.

VI.

B.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

A.

Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

Private Sector Impact:
None.

Government Sector Impact:

CS/SB 1362 provides that new charter schools opened by High-Impact Charter Networks
in critical need areas will be eligible for charter school capital outlay immediately,
without the requirement of having been in operation for 2 years. It is not known how
many such schools will be opened under the bill. The charter school capital outlay
funding allocation for the 2016-2017 fiscal year was $75 million and was allocated to 557
charter schools.®* The estimated state average funding is $298 per full-time equivalent
(FTE).® The number of eligible charter schools and the average amount per FTE for the
2017-2018 fiscal year will not be final until June 2017, and an increase in the number of
charter schools may result in a decrease in the individual school allocations.®® The overall
impact on capital outlay funding allocations is indeterminable.®’

According to the Florida Department of Education, administration of the Preliminary
ACT may result in a per student savings in projected administrative costs.®® However, as
school districts will chose between the administration of the PSAT or Preliminary ACT,
the number of students who would take the Preliminary ACT is unknown and the overall
impact is indeterminable.3®

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

34 Florida Department of Education, SB 1362 Bill Analysis (2017), at 6.

®1d.
%1d.
371d.

38 1d. CS/SB 1362 changed the statutory reference to the ACT Aspire test to the PreACT. SB 1362 and the Florida
Department of Education’s analysis of SB 1362 referenced the test as the Preliminary ACT.
% Florida Department of Education, SB 1362 Bill Analysis (2017), at 6.
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VII.

VIII.

Related Issues:
None.
Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1002.33, 1007.35,
and 1008.34.

This bill creates the following section of the Florida Statutes: 1002.334.
Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Education on April 17, 2017:

The committee substitute assigns a new section of law to the High-Impact Charter
Network provisions in the bill and replaces the statutory references to the ACT Aspire
test with the PreACT, which was referenced as the Preliminary ACT in SB 1362.

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: WD
04/17/2017

The Committee on Education (Broxson) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (1), paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and
(h) of subsection (6), subsection (7), paragraph (b) of
subsection (8), paragraph (h) of subsection (12), subsection
(13), paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (17), paragraph (c)
of subsection (18), subsection (20), paragraphs (a) and (b) of
subsection (21), and subsections (25) and (28) of section

1002.33, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
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1002.33 Charter schools.—
(1) AUTHORIZATION.—Charte
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+3+on+ All charter schools in

g
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Florida are public schools and shall be part of the state’s

program of public education. A charter school may be formed by

creating a new school or converting an existing public school to
charter status. A charter school may operate a virtual charter
school pursuant to s. 1002.45(1) (d) to provide full-time online
instruction to eligible students, pursuant to s. 1002.455, in
kindergarten through grade 12. An existing charter school that
is seeking to become a virtual charter school must amend its
charter or submit a new application pursuant to subsection (6)
to become a virtual charter school. A virtual charter school is
subject to the requirements of this section; however, a virtual
charter school is exempt from subsections (18) and (19),

4 N
o 4

ISR RN SN NE VPV nha (DN (~\ D
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— — ——anrd——— paragraph (20) (¢), and
s. 1003.03. A public school may not use the term charter in its
name unless it has been approved under this section.

(6) APPLICATION PROCESS AND REVIEW.—Charter school
applications are subject to the following requirements:

(a) A person or entity seeking to open a charter school

shall prepare and submit an application on the standard a—medel

application form prepared by the Department of Education which:
1. Demonstrates how the school will use the guiding
principles and meet the statutorily defined purpose of a charter
school.
2. Provides a detailed curriculum plan that illustrates how
students will be provided services to attain the Sunshine State

Standards.
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3. Contains goals and objectives for improving student
learning and measuring that improvement. These goals and
objectives must indicate how much academic improvement students
are expected to show each year, how success will be evaluated,
and the specific results to be attained through instruction.

4. Describes the reading curriculum and differentiated
strategies that will be used for students reading at grade level
or higher and a separate curriculum and strategies for students
who are reading below grade level. A sponsor shall deny an
application if the school does not propose a reading curriculum
that is consistent with effective teaching strategies that are
grounded in scientifically based reading research.

5. Contains an annual financial plan for each year
requested by the charter for operation of the school for up to 5
years. This plan must contain anticipated fund balances based on
revenue projections, a spending plan based on projected revenues
and expenses, and a description of controls that will safeguard
finances and projected enrollment trends.

6. Discloses the name of each applicant, governing board
member, and all proposed education services providers; the name
and sponsor of any charter school operated by each applicant,
each governing board member, and each proposed education
services provider that has closed and the reasons for the
closure; and the academic and financial history of such charter
schools, which the sponsor shall consider in deciding whether to
approve or deny the application.

7. Contains additional information a sponsor may require,
which shall be attached as an addendum to the charter school

application described in this paragraph.
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8. For the establishment of a virtual charter school,
documents that the applicant has contracted with a provider of
virtual instruction services pursuant to s. 1002.45(1) (d).

(b) A sponsor shall receive and review all applications for
a charter school using the evaluation instrument developed by
the Department of Education. A sponsor shall receive and
consider charter school applications received on or before
February Aggust 1 of each calendar year for charter schools to
be opened 18 months later at the beginning of the school

district’s mext school year, or to be opened at a time agreed to
by the applicant and the sponsor. A sponsor may not refuse to
receive a charter school application submitted before February
Auguest 1 and may receive an application submitted later than

February Auguest 1 if it chooses. Irn—eorder—to—facilitate greater
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sponsor may not charge an applicant for a charter any fee for
the processing or consideration of an application, and a sponsor
may not base its consideration or approval of a final
application upon the promise of future payment of any kind.
Before approving or denying any £imat application, the sponsor
shall allow the applicant, upon receipt of written notification,

at least 7 calendar days to make technical or nonsubstantive
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corrections and clarifications, including, but not limited to,
corrections of grammatical, typographical, and like errors or
missing signatures, if such errors are identified by the sponsor
as cause to deny the final application.

1. In order to facilitate an accurate budget projection
process, a sponsor shall be held harmless for FTE students who
are not included in the FTE projection due to approval of
charter school applications after the FTE projection deadline.
In a further effort to facilitate an accurate budget projection,
within 15 calendar days after receipt of a charter school
application, a sponsor shall report to the Department of
Education the name of the applicant entity, the proposed charter
school location, and its projected FTE.

2. In order to ensure fiscal responsibility, an application
for a charter school shall include a full accounting of expected
assets, a projection of expected sources and amounts of income,
including income derived from projected student enrollments and
from community support, and an expense projection that includes
full accounting of the costs of operation, including start-up
costs.

3.a. A sponsor shall by a majority vote approve or deny an
application no later than 90 66 calendar days after the
application is received, unless the sponsor and the applicant
mutually agree in writing to temporarily postpone the vote to a
specific date, at which time the sponsor shall by a majority
vote approve or deny the application. If the sponsor fails to
act on the application, an applicant may appeal to the State
Board of Education as provided in paragraph (c). If an

application is denied, the sponsor shall, within 10 calendar
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days after such denial, articulate in writing the specific
reasons, based upon good cause, supporting its denial of the
application and shall provide the letter of denial and
supporting documentation to the applicant and to the Department
of Education.

b. An application submitted by a high-performing charter
school identified pursuant to s. 1002.331 or a high-performing

charter school system identified pursuant to s. 1002.332 may be

denied by the sponsor only if the sponsor demonstrates by clear
and convincing evidence that:

(I) The application does not materially comply with the
requirements in paragraph (a);

(IT) The charter school proposed in the application does
not materially comply with the requirements in paragraphs
(9) (a)-(£);

(ITI) The proposed charter school’s educational program
does not substantially replicate that of the applicant or one of
the applicant’s high-performing charter schools;

(IV) The applicant has made a material misrepresentation or
false statement or concealed an essential or material fact
during the application process; or

(V) The proposed charter school’s educational program and
financial management practices do not materially comply with the

requirements of this section.

Material noncompliance is a failure to follow requirements or a
violation of prohibitions applicable to charter school
applications, which failure is quantitatively or qualitatively

significant either individually or when aggregated with other
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157 noncompliance. An applicant is considered to be replicating a
158 high-performing charter school if the proposed school is

159 |substantially similar to at least one of the applicant’s high-
160 |performing charter schools and the organization or individuals
161 involved in the establishment and operation of the proposed

162 school are significantly involved in the operation of replicated
163 schools.

164 c. If the sponsor denies an application submitted by a

165 |high-performing charter school or a high-performing charter

166 school system, the sponsor must, within 10 calendar days after

167 such denial, state in writing the specific reasons, based upon
168 the criteria in sub-subparagraph b., supporting its denial of
169 |the application and must provide the letter of denial and

170 supporting documentation to the applicant and to the Department
171 of Education. The applicant may appeal the sponsor’s denial of

172 the application in accordance with direetlyto—+the State Beoard
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174 the—appeat—to—the sponrserPpursvant—te paragraph (c).

175 4. For budget projection purposes, the sponsor shall report

176 |to the Department of Education the approval or denial of an

177 application within 10 calendar days after such approval or

178 denial. In the event of approval, the report to the Department
179 |of Education shall include the final projected FTE for the

180 approved charter school.

181 5. Upon approval of an application, the initial startup
182 shall commence with the beginning of the public school calendar
183 for the district in which the charter is granted. A charter

184 school may defer the opening of the school’s operations for up

185 |to 2 years to provide time for adequate facility planning. The
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charter school must provide written notice of such intent to the
sponsor and the parents of enrolled students at least 30
calendar days before the first day of school.

(c)1l. An applicant may appeal any denial of that
applicant’s application or failure to act on an application to
the State Board of Education no later than 30 calendar days
after receipt of the sponsor’s decision or failure to act and
shall notify the sponsor of its appeal. Any response of the
sponsor shall be submitted to the State Board of Education
within 30 calendar days after notification of the appeal. Upon
receipt of notification from the State Board of Education that a
charter school applicant is filing an appeal, the Commissioner
of Education shall convene a meeting of the Charter School
Appeal Commission to study and make recommendations to the State
Board of Education regarding its pending decision about the
appeal. The commission shall forward its recommendation to the

state board at least 7 calendar days before the date on which

the appeal is to be heard. Anappeat—regardingthe denialofan

reject an appeal submission for failure to comply with

procedural rules governing the appeals process. The rejection
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215 shall describe the submission errors. The appellant shall have
216 15 calendar days after notice of rejection in which to resubmit
217 an appeal that meets the requirements set forth in State Board
218 of Education rule. An appeal submitted subsequent to such

219 |rejection is considered timely if the original appeal was filed
220 |within 30 calendar days after receipt of notice of the specific
221 reasons for the sponsor’s denial of the charter application.
2272 3.a. The State Board of Education shall by majority vote
223 |accept or reject the decision of the sponsor no later than 90
224 calendar days after an appeal is filed in accordance with State
225 |Board of Education rule. The State Board of Education shall

226 |remand the application to the sponsor with its written decision
227 that the sponsor approve or deny the application. The sponsor
228 shall implement the decision of the State Board of Education.
229 The decision of the State Board of Education is not subject to
230 the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 120.
231 b. If an appeal concerns an application submitted by a

232 |high-performing charter school identified pursuant to s.

233 1002.331 or a high-performing charter school system identified
234 pursuant to s. 1002.332, the State Board of Education shall

235 determine whether the sponsor’s denial was in accordance with
236 sub-subparagraph (6) (b)3.b. spenser—has—~shown—byectear—and
237 | eonvineing—evidence;—thats

238 (T T PN B RPN | n A a At et At T Tk NN T k7 g T
\J_[ LTI ().tJtJ_L_L\/().L,_LULI \W AW [=) IO T T _L_L()._L_L_Y \/UllltJ_L_y W LT CITT CTIT
239 reguirements—inparagraph—ar+
240 (T TV T P NS N T 2N ] Nrornaoaaond 2+ A B NN S n A o
\J_J_[ LTI NN i N @5 I Sy wy - [SS AN i A W tJ_LUtJUO A8 LI CTIT utJtJ_L_L\/().L,_LULI \W AWy [=)
242 | AS9rHao—tH—
2473 H I —TFheproposed—echarter sechoolls—edueational—program
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charter contract that differs from the standard charter contract

adopted by rule of the State Board of Education shall be

presumed a limitation on charter school flexibility. The sponsor

may not impose unreasonable rules or regulations that violate

the intent of giving charter schools greater flexibility to meet

educational goals Themajerissues—involving—the operatieonof—

ah
(RS

~ 11 A A
i N €7 R e T T

the—eharter. The charter shall be signed by the governing board
of the charter school and the sponsor, following a public
hearing to ensure community input.

(a) The charter shall address and criteria for approval of
the charter shall be based on:

1. The school’s mission, the students to be served, and the
ages and grades to be included.

2. The focus of the curriculum, the instructional methods
to be used, any distinctive instructional techniques to be
employed, and identification and acquisition of appropriate
technologies needed to improve educational and administrative
performance which include a means for promoting safe, ethical,
and appropriate uses of technology which comply with legal and
professional standards.

a. The charter shall ensure that reading is a primary focus
of the curriculum and that resources are provided to identify
and provide specialized instruction for students who are reading
below grade level. The curriculum and instructional strategies
for reading must be consistent with the Next Generation Sunshine
State Standards and grounded in scientifically based reading
research.

b. In order to provide students with access to diverse
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instructional delivery models, to facilitate the integration of
technology within traditional classroom instruction, and to
provide students with the skills they need to compete in the
21st century economy, the Legislature encourages instructional
methods for blended learning courses consisting of both
traditional classroom and online instructional techniques.
Charter schools may implement blended learning courses which
combine traditional classroom instruction and virtual
instruction. Students in a blended learning course must be full-
time students of the charter school pursuant to s.

1011.61(1) (a)l. an
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certified pursuant to s. 1012.55 who provide virtual instruction
for blended learning courses may be employees of the charter
school or may be under contract to provide instructional
services to charter school students. At a minimum, such
instructional personnel must hold an active state or school
district adjunct certification under s. 1012.57 for the subject
area of the blended learning course. The funding and performance
accountability requirements for blended learning courses are the
same as those for traditional courses.

3. The current incoming baseline standard of student
academic achievement, the outcomes to be achieved, and the
method of measurement that will be used. The criteria listed in
this subparagraph shall include a detailed description of:

a. How the baseline student academic achievement levels and
prior rates of academic progress will be established.

b. How these baseline rates will be compared to rates of

academic progress achieved by these same students while
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attending the charter school.
c. To the extent possible, how these rates of progress will
be evaluated and compared with rates of progress of other

closely comparable student populations.

The district school board is required to provide academic
student performance data to charter schools for each of their
students coming from the district school system, as well as
rates of academic progress of comparable student populations in
the district school system.

4. The methods used to identify the educational strengths
and needs of students and how well educational goals and
performance standards are met by students attending the charter
school. The methods shall provide a means for the charter school
to ensure accountability to its constituents by analyzing
student performance data and by evaluating the effectiveness and
efficiency of its major educational programs. Students in
charter schools shall, at a minimum, participate in the
statewide assessment program created under s. 1008.22.

5. In secondary charter schools, a method for determining
that a student has satisfied the requirements for graduation in
s. 1002.3105(5), s. 1003.4281, or s. 1003.4282.

6. A method for resolving conflicts between the governing
board of the charter school and the sponsor.

7. The admissions procedures and dismissal procedures,
including the school’s code of student conduct. Admission or
dismissal must not be based on a student’s academic performance.

8. The ways by which the school will achieve a

racial/ethnic balance reflective of the community it serves or
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389 |within the racial/ethnic range of other public schools in the
390 same school district.

391 9. The financial and administrative management of the

392 school, including a reasonable demonstration of the professional
393 |experience or competence of those individuals or organizations
394 applying to operate the charter school or those hired or

395 retained to perform such professional services and the

396 |description of clearly delineated responsibilities and the

397 |policies and practices needed to effectively manage the charter
398 school. A description of internal audit procedures and

399 |establishment of controls to ensure that financial resources are
400 |properly managed must be included. Both public sector and

401 |private sector professional experience shall be equally wvalid in
402 such a consideration.

403 10. The asset and liability projections required in the

404 application which are incorporated into the charter and shall be
405 compared with information provided in the annual report of the
406 |charter school.

407 11. A description of procedures that identify wvarious risks
408 and provide for a comprehensive approach to reduce the impact of
409 losses; plans to ensure the safety and security of students and
410 staff; plans to identify, minimize, and protect others from

411 |violent or disruptive student behavior; and the manner in which
412 the school will be insured, including whether or not the school
413 will be required to have liability insurance, and, if so, the
414 terms and conditions thereof and the amounts of coverage.

415 12. The term of the charter which shall provide for

416 cancellation of the charter if insufficient progress has been

417 |made in attaining the student achievement objectives of the
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charter and if it is not likely that such objectives can be
achieved before expiration of the charter. The initial term of a
charter shall be for 4 or 5 years. In order to facilitate access
to long-term financial resources for charter school
construction, charter schools that are operated by a
municipality or other public entity as provided by law are
eligible for up to a 15-year charter, subject to approval by the
district school board. A charter lab school is eligible for a
charter for a term of up to 15 years. In addition, to facilitate
access to long-term financial resources for charter school
construction, charter schools that are operated by a private,
not-for-profit, s. 501 (c) (3) status corporation are eligible for
up to a 15-year charter, subject to approval by the district
school board. Such long-term charters remain subject to annual
review and may be terminated during the term of the charter, but
only according to the provisions set forth in subsection (8).

13. The facilities to be used and their location. The
sponsor may not require a charter school to have a certificate
of occupancy or a temporary certificate of occupancy for such a
facility earlier than 15 calendar days before the first day of
school.

14. The qualifications to be required of the teachers and
the potential strategies used to recruit, hire, train, and
retain qualified staff to achieve best value.

15. The governance structure of the school, including the
status of the charter school as a public or private employer as
required in paragraph (12) (i).

16. A timetable for implementing the charter which

addresses the implementation of each element thereof and the
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date by which the charter shall be awarded in order to meet this
timetable.

17. In the case of an existing public school that is being
converted to charter status, alternative arrangements for
current students who choose not to attend the charter school and
for current teachers who choose not to teach in the charter
school after conversion in accordance with the existing
collective bargaining agreement or district school board rule in
the absence of a collective bargaining agreement. However,
alternative arrangements shall not be required for current
teachers who choose not to teach in a charter lab school, except
as authorized by the employment policies of the state university
which grants the charter to the lab school.

18. Full disclosure of the identity of all relatives
employed by the charter school who are related to the charter
school owner, president, chairperson of the governing board of
directors, superintendent, governing board member, principal,
assistant principal, or any other person employed by the charter
school who has equivalent decisionmaking authority. For the
purpose of this subparagraph, the term “relative” means father,
mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first
cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, father-in-law, mother-in-
law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law,
stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother,
stepsister, half brother, or half sister.

19. Implementation of the activities authorized under s.
1002.331 by the charter school when it satisfies the eligibility
requirements for a high-performing charter school. A high-

performing charter school shall notify its sponsor in writing by
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March 1 if it intends to increase enrollment or expand grade
levels the following school year. The written notice shall
specify the amount of the enrollment increase and the grade
levels that will be added, as applicable.

(b) The sponsor has 30 days after approval of the

application to provide an initial proposed charter contract to

the charter school. The applicant and the sponsor have 40 days

thereafter to negotiate and notice the charter contract for

final approval by the sponsor unless both parties agree to an

extension. The proposed charter contract shall be provided to

the charter school at least 7 calendar days before the date of

the meeting at which the charter is scheduled to be voted upon

by the sponsor. The Department of Education shall provide

mediation services for any dispute regarding this section

subsequent to the approval of a charter application and for any

dispute relating to the approved charter, except a dispute

regarding a charter school application denial. If the

Commissioner of Education determines that the dispute cannot be

settled through mediation, the dispute may be appealed to an

administrative law judge appointed by the Division of

Administrative Hearings. The administrative law judge has final

order authority to rule on issues of equitable treatment of the

charter school as a public school, whether proposed provisions

of the charter violate the intended flexibility granted charter

schools by statute, or any other matter regarding this section,

except a dispute regarding charter school application denial, a

charter termination, or a charter nonrenewal. The administrative

law judge shall award the prevailing party reasonable attorney

fees and costs incurred during the mediation process,
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administrative proceeding, and any appeals, to be paid by the

party whom the administrative law judge rules against.

(c)4k>1. A charter may be renewed provided that a program
review demonstrates that the criteria in paragraph (a) have been
successfully accomplished and that none of the grounds for
nonrenewal established by paragraph (8) (a) has been documented.
In order to facilitate long-term financing for charter school
construction, charter schools operating for a minimum of 3 years
and demonstrating exemplary academic programming and fiscal
management are eligible for a 15-year charter renewal. Such
long-term charter is subject to annual review and may be
terminated during the term of the charter.

2. The 15-year charter renewal that may be granted pursuant
to subparagraph 1. shall be granted to a charter school that has
received a school grade of “A” or “B” pursuant to s. 1008.34 in
3 of the past 4 years and is not in a state of financial
emergency or deficit position as defined by this section. Such
long-term charter is subject to annual review and may be
terminated during the term of the charter pursuant to subsection
(8) .

(d)H4er A charter may be modified during its initial term or
any renewal term upon the recommendation of the sponsor or the
charter school’s governing board and the approval of both
parties to the agreement. Modification may include, but is not
limited to, consolidation of multiple charters into a single
charter if the charters are operated under the same governing
board and physically located on the same campus, regardless of
the renewal cycle.

(e)+4e A charter may be terminated by a charter school’s
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governing board through voluntary closure. The decision to cease
operations must be determined at a public meeting. The governing
board shall notify the parents and sponsor of the public meeting
in writing before the public meeting. The governing board must
notify the sponsor, parents of enrolled students, and the
department in writing within 24 hours after the public meeting
of its determination. The notice shall state the charter
school’s intent to continue operations or the reason for the
closure and acknowledge that the governing board agrees to
follow the procedures for dissolution and reversion of public
funds pursuant to paragraphs (8) (e)-(g) and (9) (o).

(8) CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL OR TERMINATION OF CHARTER.—

(b) At least 90 days before p¥rier—te renewing, nonrenewing,

or terminating a charter, the sponsor shall notify the governing
board of the school of the proposed action in writing. The
notice shall state in reasonable detail the grounds for the
proposed action and stipulate that the school’s governing board
may, within 14 calendar days after receiving the notice, request
a hearing. The hearing shall be conducted at the sponsor’s
election in accordance with one of the following procedures:

1. A direct hearing conducted by the sponsor within 60 days
after receipt of the request for a hearing. The hearing shall be
conducted in accordance with ss. 120.569 and 120.57. The sponsor
shall decide upon nonrenewal or termination by a majority vote.
The sponsor’s decision shall be a final order; or

2. A hearing conducted by an administrative law judge
assigned by the Division of Administrative Hearings. The hearing
shall be conducted within 60 days after receipt of the request

for a hearing and in accordance with chapter 120. The
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administrative law judge’s recommended order shall be submitted
to the sponsor. A majority vote by the sponsor shall be required
to adopt or modify the administrative law judge’s recommended
order. The sponsor shall issue a final order.

(12) EMPLOYEES OF CHARTER SCHOOLS.—

(h) For the purposes of tort liability, the charter school,

including its governing body and employees, of—a—~charter—schoot
shall be governed by s. 768.28.
(13) CHARTER SCHOOL COOPERATIVES.—Charter schools may enter

into cooperative agreements to form charter school cooperative

organizations that may provide £he—fellewing—services to further

educational, operational, and administrative initiatives in
1

which the participating charter schools share common interests+

(17) FUNDING.—Students enrolled in a charter school,

regardless of the sponsorship, shall be funded as if they are in
a basic program or a special program, the same as students
enrolled in other public schools in the school district. Funding
for a charter lab school shall be as provided in s. 1002.32.

(b) The basis for the agreement for funding students
enrolled in a charter school shall be the sum of the school
district’s operating funds from the Florida Education Finance
Program as provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appropriations
Act, including gross state and local funds, discretionary

lottery funds, and funds from the school district’s current
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operating discretionary millage levy; divided by total funded
weighted full-time equivalent students in the school district;
multiplied by the weighted full-time equivalent students for the
charter school. Charter schools whose students or programs meet
the eligibility criteria in law are entitled to their
proportionate share of categorical program funds included in the
total funds available in the Florida Education Finance Program
the research-based

by the Legislature, including transportation,

reading allocation, and the Florida digital classrooms
allocation. Total funding for each charter school shall be
recalculated during the year to reflect the revised calculations
under the Florida Education Finance Program by the state and the
actual weighted full-time equivalent students reported by the
charter school during the full-time equivalent student survey

periods designated by the Commissioner of Education. For charter

schools operated by a not-for-profit or municipal entity, any

unrestricted surplus or unrestricted net assets identified in

the charter school’s annual audit may be used for K-12

educational purposes for other charter schools in the state

operated by the not-for-profit or municipal entity. Surplus

1011.62,

operating funds shall be used in accordance with s. and

surplus capital outlay funds shall be used in accordance with s.
1013.62(2) .
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charter schools shall receive all federal funding for which the
school is otherwise eligible, including Title I funding, not
later than 5 months after the charter school first opens and
within 5 months after any subsequent expansion of enrollment.
Unless otherwise mutually agreed to by the charter school and
its sponsor, and consistent with state and federal rules and
regulations governing the use and disbursement of federal funds,
the sponsor shall reimburse the charter school on a monthly
basis for all invoices submitted by the charter school for
federal funds available to the sponsor for the benefit of the
charter school, the charter school’s students, and the charter
school’s students as public school students in the school
district. Such federal funds include, but are not limited to,
Title I, Title II, and Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) funds. To receive timely reimbursement for an
invoice, the charter school must submit the invoice to the
sponsor at least 30 days before the monthly date of
reimbursement set by the sponsor. In order to be reimbursed, any
expenditures made by the charter school must comply with all
applicable state rules and federal regulations, including, but
not limited to, the applicable federal Office of Management and
Budget Circulars; the federal Education Department General
Administrative Regulations; and program-specific statutes,
rules, and regulations. Such funds may not be made available to
the charter school until a plan is submitted to the sponsor for
approval of the use of the funds in accordance with applicable
federal requirements. The sponsor has 30 days to review and
approve any plan submitted pursuant to this paragraph.

(18) FACILITIES.—
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(c) Any facility, or portion thereof, used to house a
charter school whose charter has been approved by the sponsor
and the governing board, pursuant to subsection (7), shall be
exempt from ad valorem taxes pursuant to s. 196.1983. Library,
community service, museum, performing arts, theatre, cinema,
church, Florida College System institution, college, and
university facilities may provide space to charter schools
within their facilities under their preexisting zoning and land

use designations without obtaining a special exception,

rezoning, a land use charter, or any other form of approval.

(20) SERVICES.—

(a)1l. A sponsor shall provide certain administrative and
educational services to charter schools. These services shall
include contract management services; full-time equivalent and
data reporting services; exceptional student education
administration services; services related to eligibility and
reporting duties required to ensure that school lunch services
under the federal lunch program, consistent with the needs of
the charter school, are provided by the school district at the
request of the charter school, that any funds due to the charter
school under the federal lunch program be paid to the charter
school as soon as the charter school begins serving food under
the federal lunch program, and that the charter school is paid
at the same time and in the same manner under the federal lunch
program as other public schools serviced by the sponsor or the
school district; test administration services, including payment
of the costs of state-required or district-required student
assessments; processing of teacher certificate data services;

and information services, including equal access to student
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information systems that are used by public schools in the
district in which the charter school is located. Student
performance data for each student in a charter school,
including, but not limited to, FCAT scores, standardized test
scores, previous public school student report cards, and student
performance measures, shall be provided by the sponsor to a
charter school in the same manner provided to other public
schools in the district.

2. A sponsor may withhold an administrative fee for the

provision of such services which shall be a percentage of the

available funds defined in paragraph (17) (b) calculated based on

weighted full-time equivalent students. If the charter school

serves 75 percent or more exceptional education students as

defined in s. 1003.01(3), the percentage shall be calculated

based on unweighted full-time equivalent students. The

administrative fee shall be calculated as follows:

a. Up to 5 percent for:

(I) Enrollment of up to and including 250 students in a

charter school as defined in this section.

(IT) Enrollment of up to and including 500 students within

a charter school system which meets all of the following:

(A) Includes conversion charter schools and nonconversion

charter schools.

(B) Has all of its schools located in the same county.

(C) Has a total enrollment exceeding the total enrollment

of at least one school district in the state.

(D) Has the same governing board for all of its schools.

(E) Does not contract with a for-profit service provider

for management of school operations.
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be provided to the charter school at a rate no greater than the
district’s actual cost unless mutually agreed upon by the
charter school and the sponsor in a contract negotiated
separately from the charter. When mediation has failed to
resolve disputes over contracted services or contractual matters
not included in the charter, an appeal may be made for a dispute
resolution hearing before the Charter School Appeal Commission.
To maximize the use of state funds, school districts shall allow
charter schools to participate in the sponsor’s bulk purchasing
program if applicable.

(c) Transportation of charter school students shall be
provided by the charter school consistent with the requirements
of subpart I.E. of chapter 1006 and s. 1012.45. The governing
body of the charter school may provide transportation through an
agreement or contract with the district school board, a private
provider, or parents. The charter school and the sponsor shall
cooperate in making arrangements that ensure that transportation
is not a barrier to equal access for all students residing
within a reasonable distance of the charter school as determined
in its charter.

(d) Each charter school shall annually complete and submit

a survey, provided in a format specified by the Department of

Education, to rate the timeliness and quality of services

provided by the district in accordance with this section. The

department shall compile the results, by district, and include

the results in the report required under sub-sub-subparagraph
(5) (b)1.k. (II1I).
(21) PUBLIC INFORMATION ON CHARTER SCHOOLS.-—

(a) The Department of Education shall provide information
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795 to the public, directly and through sponsors, on how to form and
796 operate a charter school and how to enroll in a charter school

797 once it 1s created. This information shall include the standard

798 |a—meded application form, standard charter contract, standard
799 evaluation instrument, and standard charter renewal contract,
800 |which shall include the information specified in subsection (7)
801 and shall be developed by consulting and negotiating with both
802 school districts and charter schools before implementation. The
803 charter and charter renewal contracts shall be used by charter
804 school sponsors.

805 (b)1l. The Department of Education shall report to each

806 charter school receiving a school grade pursuant to s. 1008.34
807 or a school improvement rating pursuant to s. 1008.341 the

808 school’s student assessment data.

809 2. The charter school shall report the information in

810 subparagraph 1. to each parent of a student at the charter

811 school, the parent of a child on a waiting list for the charter
812 school, the district in which the charter school is located, and
813 the governing board of the charter school. This paragraph does
814 |not abrogate the provisions of s. 1002.22, relating to student
815 |records, or the requirements of 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family
816 |Educational Rights and Privacy Act.
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enrollment of at least one school district in the state; and

(c)+e- Has the same governing board+—anéd

ar

n
T

q
q
0]

maon
I C

Hh

A\

Such designation does not apply to other provisions unless
specifically provided in law.

(28) RULEMAKING.—The Department of Education, after
consultation with school districts and charter school directors,
shall recommend that the State Board of Education adopt rules to
implement specific subsections of this section. Such rules shall
require minimum paperwork and shall not limit charter school
flexibility authorized by statute. The State Board of Education
shall adopt rules, pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54, to
implement a standard charter medel application form, standard

application form for the replication of charter schools in a

high-performing charter school system, standard evaluation

instrument, and standard charter and charter renewal contracts
in accordance with this section.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1002.3305, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.3305 College-preparatory Boarding Academy Pilot
Program for at-risk students.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(b) “Eligible student” means a student who is a resident of
the state and entitled to attend school in a participating
school district, is at risk of academic failure, is currently

enrolled in grades 5-12, if it is determined by the operator

that a seat is available grade—5—er—6, is from a family whose
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gross income is at or below 200 percent of the federal poverty
guidelines, is eligible for benefits or services funded by
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) or Title IV-E of
the Social Security Act, and meets at least one of the following
additional risk factors:

1. The child is in foster care or has been declared an
adjudicated dependent by a court.

2. The student’s head of household is not the student’s
custodial parent.

3. The student resides in a household that receives a
housing voucher or has been determined eligible for public
housing assistance.

4. A member of the student’s immediate family has been
incarcerated.

5. The child is covered under the terms of the state’s
Child Welfare Waiver Demonstration project with the United
States Department of Health and Human Services.

Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 1002.331, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.331 High-performing charter schools.—

(3) (a)1l. A high-performing charter school may submit an
application pursuant to s. 1002.33(6) in any school district in
the state to establish and operate a new charter school that
will substantially replicate its educational program. An
application submitted by a high-performing charter school must
state that the application is being submitted pursuant to this
paragraph and must include the verification letter provided by
the Commissioner of Education pursuant to subsection (4).

2. If the sponsor fails to act on the application within 90
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60 days after receipt, the application is deemed approved and
the procedure in s. 1002.33(7) 68623346+ applies. FH—the

Aoarn
pgigmm

+ +
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s—the—applicatio he—high-pe
(b) A high-performing charter school may not establish more
than one charter school within the state under paragraph (a) in
any year. A subsequent application to establish a charter school
under paragraph (a) may not be submitted unless each charter
school established in this manner achieves high-performing

charter school status. However, a high-performing charter school

may establish more than one charter school within the state

under paragraph (a) in any year if it operates in the area of a

persistently low-performing school and serves students from that

school.

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1002.332, Florida Statutes is amended, and paragraph (c) 1is
added to that subsection, to read:

1002.332 High-performing charter school system.—

(2) (b) A high-performing charter school system may

replicate its high-performing charter schools in any school

district in the state. The applicant must submit an application

using the standard application form prepared by the Department

of Education which:

1. Contains goals and objectives for improving student

learning and a process for measuring student improvement. These

goals and objectives must indicate how much academic improvement

students are expected to demonstrate each year, how success will

be evaluated, and the specific results to be attained through

instruction.
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2. Contains an annual financial plan for each year

requested by the charter for operation of the school for up to 5

years. This plan must contain anticipated fund balances based on

revenue projections, a spending plan based on projected revenue

and expenses, and a description of controls that will safeguard

finances and projected enrollment trends.

3. Discloses the name of each applicant, governing board

member, and all proposed education services providers; the name

and sponsor of any charter school operated by each applicant,

each governing board member, and each proposed education

services provider that has closed and the reasons for the

closure; and the academic and financial history of such charter

schools, which the sponsor shall consider when deciding whether

to approve or deny the application.

(c) An application submitted by a high-performing charter

school system must state that the application is being submitted

pursuant to this section and must include the verification

letter provided by the Commissioner of Education pursuant to

this subsection. If the sponsor fails to act on the application

within 90 days after receipt, the application is deemed approved

and the procedure in s. 1002.33(7) applies pursvant—te——5-=

100233135,

Section 5. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section

1008.34, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.34 School grading system; school report cards;
district grade.—

(3) DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL GRADES.—

(d) The performance of students attending alternative

schools and students designated as hospital or homebound shall
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969 |be factored into a school grade as follows:
970 1. The student performance data for eligible students

971 attending alternative schools, including charter alternative

972 schools, that provide dropout prevention and academic

973 intervention services pursuant to s. 1003.53 shall be included
974 in the calculation of the home school’s grade. The term

975 “eligible students” in this subparagraph does not include

976 students attending an alternative school who are subject to

977 |district school board policies for expulsion for repeated or

978 |serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval programs serving
979 |students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or who
980 are in programs operated or contracted by the Department of

981 Juvenile Justice. As used in this subparagraph, the term “home
982 school” means the school to which the student would be assigned
983 if the student were not assigned to an alternative school. If an
984 alternative school chooses to be graded under this section,

985 student performance data for eligible students identified in

986 this subparagraph shall not be included in the home school’s

987 grade but shall be included only in the calculation of the

988 alternative school’s grade. A school district that fails to

989 assign statewide, standardized end-of-course assessment scores
990 of each of its students to his or her home school or to the

991 alternative school that receives a grade shall forfeit Florida
992 School Recognition Program funds for one fiscal year. School

993 districts must require collaboration between the home school and
994 the alternative school in order to promote student success. This
995 collaboration must include an annual discussion between the

996 |principal of the alternative school and the principal of each

997 student’s home school concerning the most appropriate school
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assignment of the student.

2. Student performance data for students designated as
hospital or homebound shall be assigned to their home school for
the purposes of school grades. As used in this subparagraph, the
term “home school” means the school to which a student would be
assigned if the student were not assigned to a hospital or
homebound program.

3. Student performance data for a high school student who

transfers to a private school that has a contractual

relationship with the school district shall be assigned to the

school in which the student was last enrolled.

Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 1008.341, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.341 School improvement rating for alternative
schools.—

(3) DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT RATING.—Student
Learning Gains based on statewide, standardized assessments,
including retakes, administered under s. 1008.22 for all
eligible students who were assigned to and enrolled in the
school during the October or February FTE count and who have

assessment scores, concordant scores, or comparable scores for

the preceding school year shall be used in determining an
alternative school’s school improvement rating. An alternative
school’s rating shall be based on the following components:

(a) The percentage of eligible students who make Learning
Gains in English Language Arts as measured by statewide,
standardized assessments under s. 1008.22(3).

(b) The percentage of eligible students who make Learning

Gains in mathematics as measured by statewide, standardized
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1027 assessments under s. 1008.22(3).
1028
1029 Student performance results of students who are subject to

1030 |district school board policies for expulsion for repeated or
1031 |serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval programs serving
1032 students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or who
1033 are in programs operated or contracted by the Department of

1034 Juvenile Justice may not be included in an alternative school’s
1035 |school improvement rating.

1036 Section 7. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section

1037 1011.62, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1038 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual

1039 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
1040 |district for operation of schools is not determined in the

1041 annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
1042 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as

1043 follows:

1044 (1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED FOR

1045 OPERATION.—The following procedure shall be followed in

1046 |determining the annual allocation to each district for

1047 operation:

1048 (1) Calculation of full-time equivalent membership with
1049 respect to dual enrollment instruction.—Students enrolled in
1050 dual enrollment instruction pursuant to s. 1007.271 may be

1051 included in calculations of full-time equivalent student

1052 |memberships for basic programs for grades 9 through 12 by a

1053 district school board. Instructional time for dual enrollment
1054 |may vary from 900 hours; however, the full-time equivalent

1055 student membership value shall be subject to the provisions in
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s. 1011.61(4). Dual enrollment full-time equivalent student
membership shall be calculated in an amount equal to the hours
of instruction that would be necessary to earn the full-time
equivalent student membership for an equivalent course if it
were taught in the school district. Students in dual enrollment
courses may also be calculated as the proportional shares of
full-time equivalent enrollments they generate for a Florida
College System institution or university conducting the dual
enrollment instruction. Early admission students shall be
considered dual enrollments for funding purposes. Students may
be enrolled in dual enrollment instruction provided by an
eligible independent college or university and may be included
in calculations of full-time equivalent student memberships for
basic programs for grades 9 through 12 by a district school
board. However, those provisions of law which exempt dual
enrolled and early admission students from payment of
instructional materials and tuition and fees, including
laboratory fees, shall not apply to students who select the

option of enrolling in an eligible independent institution. An

independent college or university, which is—3eecated—and

+ear 1s not for profit, is accredited by a

regional or national accrediting agency recognized by the United

States Department of Education £he—Ceommissieon—onColleges—of—+the
() +heowrnrn Naar~m~a a4 2 A £f O-~1lleexena an A QA 1o »r +1h NecraAdl &4 -~
OO CITCTTTTT ITo oo TITTOCIUIT O \/U_L_I_C\jco [ECeyaw s [CAYZ ¥ AW AW gunyw] o= T L_.\\/\/J_C\J._I_L,_I_ll\j
Couvneil—Ffor Independent—LColleges—and—Seheoots, and confers

degrees as defined in s. 1005.02 shall be eligible for inclusion
in the dual enrollment or early admission program. Students
enrolled in dual enrollment instruction shall be exempt from the

payment of tuition and fees, including laboratory fees. No

Page 38 of 45
3/31/2017 1:25:51 PM 581-03219-17




1085
1086
1087
1088
1089
1090
1091
1092
1093
1094
1095
1096
1097
1098
1099
1100
1101
1102
1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
1111
1112
1113

Florida Senate - 2017 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1362

| TR -+

student enrolled in college credit mathematics or English dual
enrollment instruction shall be funded as a dual enrollment
unless the student has successfully completed the relevant
section of the entry-level examination required pursuant to s.
1008.30.

Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 1011.71, Florida
Statutes, is amended, and subsection (10) is added to that
section, to read:

1011.71 District school tax.—

(2) In addition to the maximum millage levy as provided in
subsection (1), each school board may levy not more than 1.5
mills against the taxable value for school purposes for district

schools and charter schools-in-a-municipality, including charter

schools at the discretion of the school board, to fund:

(a) New construction and remodeling projects, as set forth
in s. 1013.64(3) (b) and (06) (b) and included in the district’s
educational plant survey pursuant to s. 1013.31, without regard
to prioritization, sites and site improvement or expansion to
new sites, existing sites, auxiliary facilities, athletic
facilities, or ancillary facilities.

(b) Maintenance, renovation, and repair of existing school
plants or of leased facilities to correct deficiencies pursuant
to s. 1013.15(2).

(c) The purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of school buses.

(d) The purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of new and
replacement equipment; computer hardware, including electronic
hardware and other hardware devices necessary for gaining access
to or enhancing the use of electronic content and resources or

to facilitate the access to and the use of a school district’s
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1114 digital classrooms plan pursuant to s. 1011.62, excluding

1115 software other than the operating system necessary to operate
1116 the hardware or device; and enterprise resource software

1117 |applications that are classified as capital assets in accordance
1118 with definitions of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board,
1119 have a useful life of at least 5 years, and are used to support
1120 districtwide administration or state-mandated reporting

1121 requirements.

1122 (e) Payments for educational facilities and sites due under
1123 |a lease-purchase agreement entered into by a district school
1124 board pursuant to s. 1003.02(1) (f) or s. 1013.15(2), not

1125 exceeding, in the aggregate, an amount equal to three-fourths of
1126 the proceeds from the millage levied by a district school board
1127 |pursuant to this subsection. The three-fourths limit is waived
1128 for lease-purchase agreements entered into before June 30, 2009,

1129 |by a district school board pursuant to this paragraph.

1130 (f) Payment of loans approved pursuant to ss. 1011.14 and
1131 1011.15.
1132 (g) Payment of costs directly related to complying with

1133 state and federal environmental statutes, rules, and regulations
1134 |governing school facilities.

1135 (h) Payment of costs of leasing relocatable educational
1136 |facilities, of renting or leasing educational facilities and
1137 sites pursuant to s. 1013.15(2), or of renting or leasing

1138 |buildings or space within existing buildings pursuant to s.

1139 [1013.15(4).

1140 (1) Payment of the cost of school buses when a school

1141 district contracts with a private entity to provide student

1142 transportation services if the district meets the requirements
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1144 1. The district’s contract must require that the private

1143 of this paragraph.

1145 entity purchase, lease-purchase, or lease, and operate and

1146 |maintain, one or more school buses of a specific type and size
1147 that meet the requirements of s. 1006.25.

1148 2. Each such school bus must be used for the daily

1149 |transportation of public school students in the manner required
1150 |by the school district.

1151 3. Annual payment for each such school bus may not exceed
1152 10 percent of the purchase price of the state pool bid.

1153 4. The proposed expenditure of the funds for this purpose
1154 |must have been included in the district school board’s notice of
1155 |proposed tax for school capital outlay as provided in s.

1156 [200.065(10).

1157 () Payment of the cost of the opening day collection for
1158 the library media center of a new school.

1159 (10) A school board that levies the discretionary millage

1160 authorized in subsection (2) shall use the following methodology

1101 to determine the amount of revenue that must be shared with a

1162 charter school-in-a-municipality:

1163 (a) Reduce the total discretionary millage revenue by the

1164 school district’s annual debt service obligation incurred as of
1165 |March 1, 2017.
1166 (b) Divide the sum of the school district’s adjusted

1167 |discretionary millage revenue by the school district’s total

1168 capital outlay full-time equivalent membership and the total

1169 |number of unweighted full-time equivalent students of each

1170 eligible charter school-in-a-municipality to determine a capital

1171 outlay allocation per full-time equivalent student.
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(c) Multiply the capital outlay allocation per full-time

equivalent student by the total number of full-time equivalent

students of each eligible charter school-in-a-municipality to

determine the capital outlay allocation for each charter school-

in-a-municipality.

(d) If applicable, adjust the capital outlay allocation

identified in paragraph (c) by the total amount of state funds

allocated to each eligible charter school-in-a-municipality in

s. 1013.62(2) to determine the maximum calculated capital outlay

allocation.

The school district shall distribute capital outlay funds to

charter schools-in-a-municipality no later than February 1 of

each year, beginning on February 1, 2018, for the 2017-2018

fiscal year.

Section 9. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1013.62, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.62 Charter schools capital outlay funding.—

(1) In each year in which funds are appropriated for
charter school capital outlay purposes, the Commissioner of
Education shall allocate the funds among eligible charter
schools as specified in this section.

(a) To be eligible for a funding allocation, a charter
school must:

l.a. Have been in operation for 2 or more years;

b. Be governed by a governing board established in the
state for 3 or more years which operates both charter schools
and conversion charter schools within the state;

c. Be an expanded feeder chain of a charter school within

Page 42 of 45
3/31/2017 1:25:51 PM 581-03219-17




1201
1202
1203
1204
1205
1206
1207
1208
1209
1210
1211
1212
1213
1214
1215
1216
1217
1218
1219
1220
1221
1222
1223
1224
1225
1226
1227
1228
1229

Florida Senate - 2017
Bill No. SB 1362

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

| TR -+

the same school district that is currently receiving charter
school capital outlay funds;

d. Have been accredited by the Commission on Schools of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or

e. Serve students in facilities that are provided by a
business partner for a charter school-in-the-workplace pursuant
1002.33(15) (b) .

2. Have an annual audit that does not reveal any of the

to s.

financial emergency conditions provided in s. 218.503 (1) for the
most recent fiscal year for which such audit results are
available.
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3.4~ Have received final approval from its sponsor pursuant
to s. 1002.33 for operation during that fiscal year.
4.5+ Serve students in facilities that are not provided by
the charter school’s sponsor.

Section 10. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause
and insert:

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to K-12 education;

1002.33, F.S.;

amending s.

revising the charter school application
process; revising the appeals process for a denied
charter school application; requiring the use of the

standard contract by specified entities; revising
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1230 eligibility requirements for charter school students
1231 enrolled in blended learning courses; clarifying
1232 provisions relating to charter schools and tort
1233 liability; revising the purpose of charter school
1234 cooperatives; authorizing the use of unrestricted net
1235 assets and unrestricted surplus for specified charter
1236 schools; requiring such funds to be used in accordance
1237 with specified provisions; revising the public
1238 information disclosures of charter schools;
1239 authorizing certain entities to share facilities with
1240 charter schools without additional approval; revising
1241 the administrative fees that a district may withhold
1242 from charter schools; requiring charter schools to
1243 complete and submit an annual survey; deleting a
1244 requirement that the Department of Education compare
1245 certain data; revising eligibility criteria for
1246 designated local educational agency status; amending
1247 1002.3305, F.S.; revising the definition for the term
1248 “eligible student” for purposes of the College-
1249 preparatory Boarding Academy Pilot Program; amending
1250 s. 1002.331, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
1251 made by the act; authorizing a high-performing charter
1252 school to establish more than one charter school in
1253 any year under certain circumstances; amending s.
1254 1002.332, F.S.; authorizing a high-performing charter
1255 school system to replicate its schools in any school
1256 district and providing application requirements
1257 therefor; amending s. 1008.34, F.S.; revising the
1258 student performance data to be included in school
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1259 grades; amending s. 1008.341, F.S.; including
1260 concordant scores in the calculation of an alternative
1261 school’s school improvement rating; amending s.
1262 1011.62, F.S.; revising eligibility criteria for
1263 postsecondary institutions to participate in the dual
1264 enrollment and early admission programs; amending s.
1265 1011.71, F.S.; requiring district schools to share
1266 discretionary millage with charter schools-in-a-
1267 municipality and providing a distribution methodology
1268 therefor; amending s. 1013.62, F.S.; revising
1269 eligibility criteria for charter schools to receive
1270 charter school capital outlay funding; providing an

1271 effective date.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: WD
04/17/2017

The Committee on Education (Hukill) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with directory and title amendments)
Delete line 78

and insert:

1002.334 High-Impact Charter Network.

====== DI RECTORY CLAUSE AMENDMENT ======
And the directory clause is amended as follows:

Delete line 76
and insert:

Section 1002.334, Florida Statutes, is created
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And the title i1s amended as follows:
Delete line 10
and insert:

s. 1002.334, F.S.; defining terms;
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
04/17/2017

The Committee on Education (Hukill) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with directory and title amendments)
Delete line 78

and insert:

1002.334 High-Impact Charter Network.

====== DI RECTORY CLAUSE AMENDMENT ======
And the directory clause is amended as follows:

Delete line 76
and insert:

Section 1002.334, Florida Statutes, is created
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And the title i1s amended as follows:
Delete line 10
and insert:

s. 1002.334, F.S.; defining terms;
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
04/17/2017

The Committee on Education (Broxson) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 150 - 191
and insert:
(PSAT/NMSQT), or the PreACT Aet—Aspire to all enrolled 10th

grade students. However, a written notice shall be provided to

each parent which must £hat——shalt include the opportunity to
exempt his or her child from taking the PSAT/NMSQT or the PreACT
ACTAspire.

(a) Test results will provide each high school with a

database of student assessment data which certified school
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counselors will use to identify students who are prepared or who
need additional work to be prepared to enroll and be successful
in AP courses or other advanced high school courses.

(b) Funding for the PSAT/NMSQT or the PreACT ACT Aspire for

all 10th grade students shall be contingent upon annual funding
in the General Appropriations Act.
(c) Public school districts must choose either the

PSAT/NMSQT or the PreACT AET Aspire for districtwide

administration.

(6) The partnership shall:

(j) Provide information to students, parents, teachers,
counselors, administrators, districts, Florida College System
institutions, and state universities regarding PSAT/NMSQT or the
PreACT ACFAspire administration, including but not limited to:

1. Test administration dates and times.

2. That participation in the PSAT/NMSQT or the PreACT ACT

Aspire 1is open to all 10th grade students.

3. The value of such tests in providing diagnostic feedback
on student skills.

4. The value of student scores in predicting the
probability of success on AP or other advanced course
examinations.

(8) (a) By September 30 of each year, the partnership shall
submit to the department a report that contains an evolution of
the effectiveness of the delivered services and activities.
Activities and services must be evaluated on their effectiveness
at raising student achievement and increasing the number of AP
or other advanced course examinations in low-performing middle

and high schools. Other indicators that must be addressed in the
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evaluation report include the number of middle and high school
teachers trained; the effectiveness of the training; measures of
postsecondary readiness of the students affected by the program;
levels of participation in the 10th grade PSAT/NMSQT or the
PreACT AEFTAspire testing; and measures of student, parent,

================= T ] TLE AMENDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 32
and insert:

include the PreACT, rather than the ACT
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By Senator Broxson

1-00608-17 20171362

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to K-12 education; amending s.
1002.33, F.S.; removing a requirement that the
Department of Education compare certain charter school
student performance data to certain traditional public
schools; removing notice requirements relating to such
charter school performance data; removing a
requirement that the State Board of Education adopt
rules to administer such notice requirements; creating
s. 1002.333, F.S.; defining terms; authorizing certain
entities to apply to the State Board of Education for
designation as a High-Impact Charter Network;
requiring the state board to adopt rules; providing
criteria for an initial and renewal designation;
providing the period during which an initial
designation is valid; authorizing entities designated
as High-Impact Charter Networks to establish and
operate charter schools under certain circumstances;
authorizing entities with the designation to submit an
application to establish and operate charter schools;
providing that charter schools operated by designated
entities are eligible to receive charter school
capital outlay; requiring the department to give
priority to certain charter schools applying for
specified grants; requiring the governing board of an
entity designated as a High-Impact Charter Network to
be considered a local educational agency for receiving
federal funds, under certain conditions; providing for

rulemaking; amending s. 1007.35, F.S.; revising the
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exams each public high school is required to
administer to all enrolled 10th grade students to
include the preliminary ACT, rather than the ACT
Aspire; amending s. 1008.34, F.S.; clarifying
accountability requirements for collocated schools;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (21) of section
1002.33, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(21) PUBLIC INFORMATION ON CHARTER SCHOOLS.—

(b)1. The Department of Education shall report to each
charter school receiving a school grade pursuant to s. 1008.34
or a school improvement rating pursuant to s. 1008.341 the
school’s student assessment data.

2. The charter school shall report the information in
subparagraph 1. to each parent of a student at the charter
school, the parent of a child on a waiting list for the charter
school, the district in which the charter school is located, and
the governing board of the charter school. This paragraph does
not abrogate the provisions of s. 1002.22, relating to student
records, or the requirements of 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act.

1
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Section 2. Section 1002.333, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1002.333 High-Impact Charter Network.—

(1) As used in this section, the

term:

(a) “Critical need area” means an

area that is served by

one or more nonalternative, traditiona

1 public schools that

received a school grade of “D” or “F”

pursuant to s. 1008.34 in

4 of the last 5 years or whose school

district is required to

implement a turnaround option pursuant

to s. 1008.33(4) (b) .

(b) “Entity” means a nonprofit or

ganization with tax-exempt

status under s. 501 (c) (3) of the Inter

nal Revenue Code which is

authorized by law to operate a public

charter school.
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(2) An entity that successfully operates a system of

charter schools which primarily serves educationally

disadvantaged students who are eligible for free or reduced-

price school lunches under the National School Lunch Act may

apply to the State Board of Education for designation as a High-

Impact Charter Network. The state board shall adopt rules

prescribing a review process for determining whether the entity

meets the requirements for the designation as a High-Impact

Charter Network under this section. The review process:

(a) Must include student demographic information and a

review of all schools currently and previously operated by the

entity, including school-level financial performances and

schoolwide and subgroup performance on all statewide assessments

for the most recent 3 years as compared to all students in other

schools at the same grade level and as compared with other

schools serving similar demographics of students.

(b) May include student performance on nationally norm-

referenced tests, attendance and retention rates, graduation

rates, college attendance rates, college persistence rates, and

other outcome measures as determined by the state board.

(3) The initial High-Impact Charter Network status

designation is valid for up to 4 years. If an entity seeks

status renewal, the state board shall review the academic and

financial performance of the charter schools established in

critical need areas consistent with the process described in

subsection (2).

(4) An entity that is designated as a High-Impact Charter

Network pursuant to this section may submit an application to a

district school board pursuant to s. 1002.33 to establish and
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117 operate charter schools in critical need areas or, under s. 146 (5) Each public high school, including, but not limited to,
118 1008.33(4) (b)3., charter schools as turnaround options for 147 schools and alternative sites and centers of the Department of
119 schools that earn a grade of “F” in the school district. 148 Juvenile Justice, shall provide for the administration of the
120| Notwithstanding s. 1013.62(1) (a), a charter school operated by a 149| Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
121 High-Impact Charter Network in a critical need area is eligible 150 (PSAT/NMSQT), or the preliminary ACT Aspire to all enrolled 10th
122| to receive charter school capital outlay. 151| grade students. However, a written notice shall be provided to
123 (5) The department shall give priority to charter schools 152| each parent which must het—shalt include the opportunity to
124| operated by a High-Impact Charter Network in the department’s 153| exempt his or her child from taking the PSAT/NMSQT or the
125 Florida Public Charter Schools Grant Program competitions. Such 154 preliminary ACT Aspire.
126| priority treatment may be provided only for a new charter school 155 (a) Test results will provide each high school with a
127| that will operate in a critical need area. 156| database of student assessment data which certified school
128 (6) Notwithstanding the criteria in s. 1002.33(25), the 157 counselors will use to identify students who are prepared or who
129 governing board of an entity designated as a High-Impact Charter 158 need additional work to be prepared to enroll and be successful
130| Network shall be designated as a local educational agency for 159 in AP courses or other advanced high school courses.
131| the purposes of receiving federal funds if the governing board 160 (b) Funding for the PSAT/NMSQT or the preliminary ACT
132 has adopted and filed a resolution with its sponsoring district 161| Aspire for all 10th grade students shall be contingent upon
133 school board and the department. The resolution must contain 162 annual funding in the General Appropriations Act.
134| provisions indicating that the governing board accepts the full 163 (c) Public school districts must choose either the
135| responsibility for all local educational agency requirements and 164 PSAT/NMSQT or the preliminary ACT Aspire for districtwide
136| that the charter schools for which the governing board will 165| administration.
137| perform local education agency responsibilities are all located 166 (6) The partnership shall:
138 in the same county. 167 (j) Provide information to students, parents, teachers,
139 (7) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to 168 counselors, administrators, districts, Florida College System
140| administer this section. 169| institutions, and state universities regarding PSAT/NMSQT or the
141 Section 3. Subsection (5), paragraph (j) of subsection (6), 170| preliminary ACT Aspire administration, including, but not
142 and paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section 1007.35, Florida 171 limited to:
143 Statutes, are amended to read: 172 1. Test administration dates and times.
144 1007.35 Florida Partnership for Minority and 173 2. That participation in the PSAT/NMSQT or the preliminary
145| Underrepresented Student Achievement.— 174| ACT Aspire is open to all 10th grade students.
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175 3. The value of such tests in providing diagnostic feedback 204 students with complete data for one or more of the components
176 on student skills. 205 listed in subparagraphs (b)l. and 2., those components may not
177 4. The value of student scores in predicting the 206| be used in calculating the school’s grade.
178| probability of success on AP or other advanced course 207 1. An alternative school may choose to receive a school
179 examinations. 208 grade under this section or a school improvement rating under s.
180 (8) (a) By September 30 of each year, the partnership shall 209 1008.341. For charter schools that meet the definition of an
181 submit to the department a report that contains an evaluation of 210| alternative school pursuant to State Board of Education rule,
182 the effectiveness of the delivered services and activities. 211 the decision to receive a school grade is the decision of the
183| Activities and services must be evaluated on their effectiveness 212 charter school governing board.
184 at raising student achievement and increasing the number of AP 213 2. A school that serves any combination of students in
185 or other advanced course examinations in low-performing middle 214 kindergarten through grade 3 that does not receive a school
186| and high schools. Other indicators that must be addressed in the 215| grade because its students are not tested and included in the
187 evaluation report include the number of middle and high school 216 school grading system shall receive the school grade designation
188| teachers trained; the effectiveness of the training; measures of 217| of a K-3 feeder pattern school identified by the Department of
189| postsecondary readiness of the students affected by the program; 218| Education and verified by the school district. A school feeder
190 levels of participation in 10th grade PSAT/NMSQT or the 219| pattern exists if at least 60 percent of the students in the
191| preliminary ACT Aspire testing; and measures of student, parent, 220| school serving a combination of students in kindergarten through
192| and teacher awareness of and satisfaction with the services of 221| grade 3 are scheduled to be assigned to the graded school.
193| the partnership. 222 3. If a collocated school does not earn a school grade or
194 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 223 school improvement rating for the performance of its students,
195 1008.34, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 224| the student performance data of all schools operating at the
196 1008.34 School grading system; school report cards; 225 same facility must be aggregated to develop a school grade, or a
197| district grade.— 226| school improvement rating if all schools at the site are
198 (3) DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL GRADES.— 227| eligible for a school improvement rating and do not elect to be
199 (a) Each school must assess at least 95 percent of its 228 graded, which ket will be assigned to all schools at that
200| eligible students, except as provided under s. 1008.341 for 229| location. A collocated school is a school that has its own
201| alternative schools. Each school shall receive a school grade 230 unique master school identification number, provides for the
202| based on the school’s performance on the components listed in 231| education of each of its enrolled students, and operates at the
203| subparagraphs (b)1l. and 2. If a school does not have at least 10 232 same facility as another school that has its own unique master
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school identification number and provides for the education of
each of its enrolled students.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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Summary:

SB 1474 modifies the process for earning temporary educator certificates and renewing
professional certificates. Specifically, the bill requires the Florida Department of Education to
issue:

e A professional certificate to any applicant who fulfills the statutorily requirements for a
professional certificate and completes a professional preparation and education competency
program approved by the DOE.

e A temporary certificate to a qualifying applicant within 14 calendar days after the receipt of
the request form and electronically notify the applicant’s employee school district or
employing private school that the temporary certificate has been issued.

o Requires the DOE to issue an official statement of status of eligibility within 90 calendar
days after the stamped receipted date of the completed application. This statement must
be provided electronically and specify every method by which an applicant can complete
the qualifications for a professional certificate.

Additionally, the bill revises the professional development certification and education
competency program to specify a teacher mentorship and induction component; and authorizes
charter schools and charter management organizations to provide the program that includes the
teacher mentorship and induction component.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017.
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Present Situation:
Educator Certification

In order for a person to serve as an educator in a traditional public school, charter school, virtual
school, or other publicly operated school, the person must hold a certificate issued by the Florida
Department of Education (DOE).!

Certification requirements are established to assure that educational personnel in public schools
possess appropriate skills in reading, writing, and mathematics, and adequate pedagogical
knowledge, including the use of technology to enhance student learning, and relevant subject
matter competence to demonstrate an acceptable level of professional performance.?

Types of Educator Certificates

The DOE identifies appropriate educator certification for the instruction of specified courses in
an annual publication of a directory of course code numbers for all programs and courses funded
through the Florida Education Finance Program.®

The DOE issues three types of educator certificates:*

e A professional certificate is the highest type of full-time certificate issued. The professional
certificate is a 5-year renewable certificate.

e Atemporary certificate is a 3-year nonrenewable certificate issued to an applicant who does
not qualify for a professional certificate.®

e An Athletic Coaching certificate covers a full-time or part-time individual who is employed
as an athletic coach in any public school in any district of the state.’

Eligibility Criteria for Educator Certification

To be eligible to seck a Florida educator’s certificate, an individual must:®

e Be at least 18 years of age.

e File an affidavit to uphold the principles incorporated in the Constitution of the United States
and the Constitution of the State of Florida and that the information provided in the
application is true, accurate, and complete.

e Document receipt of a bachelor’s or higher degree from an accredited institution of higher
learning, or a nonaccredited institution of higher learning that the Department of Education
has identified as having a quality program resulting in a bachelor’s degree, or higher. Each
applicant seeking initial certification must have attained at least a 2.5 overall grade point
average on a 4.0 scale in the applicant’s major field of study.

e Submit to a background screening in accordance with Florida law.

e Be of good moral character.

! Sections 1012.55(1) and 1002.33(12)(f), F.S.

2 Section 1012.54, F.S.

3 Section 1012.55(1)(c), F.S.

4 Section 1012.55, F.S.

5 Section 1012.56(1)-(3) and (5), (6)-(7), F.S.

6 Section 1012.56(7)(b), F.S.; Rule 6A-4.004(1), F.A.C.
7 Section 1012.55(2)(a), F.S.

8 Section 1012.56(2)(a)-(i), F.S.
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e Be competent and capable of performing the duties, functions, and responsibilities of an
educator.

e Demonstrate mastery of general knowledge, subject area knowledge, and professional
preparation and education competence.

Professional Development Certification and Education Competency Program

Florida law authorizes a school district to provide a cohesive competency-based professional
development certification and education competency program by which members of a school
district’s instructional staff may satisfy the mastery of professional preparation and education
competence requirements specified in statute and rules of the State Board of Education.®
Participants in this program must hold a state-issued temporary certificate.' A school district
that implements the program must provide a competency-based certification developed by the
DOE or developed by the district and approved by the DOE.!!

Renewal of Professional Certificates

All professional certificates, except a nonrenewable professional certificate, must be renewed
every five years.* In order to qualify for renewal, the applicant must earn at least 6 college
credits or 120 inservice (professional development) points during the 5-year cycle.’® At least 3
college credits or 60 inservice points must be earned in each subject area for which renewal is
sought.** In addition to credits or inservice points required in the subject area, credits or inservice
points may be earned in courses in clinical educator training, literacy and computational skills
acquisition, exceptional student education, child development, drug abuse, child abuse, limited
English proficiency, dropout prevention, and other topics.'® Applicants for renewal of a
professional certificate must earn at least one college credit or the equivalent amount of inservice
points in the area of instruction for teaching students with disabilities.®

School Community Professional Development Act

Florida law requires the DOE, public postsecondary education institutions public school districts,
state education foundations, consortia, and professional organizations to work collaboratively to
establish a coordinated system of professional development.t’ The purpose of this system is to
increase student achievement, enhance classroom instructional strategies that promote rigor and

9 Section 1012.56(2)(a)-(i), F.S.

104,

1d.

12 Section 1012.585(2)(a), F.S.

13 Section 1012.585(3)(a), F.S. Applicants may combine college credits and inservice points to meet this requirement. One
semester hour of college credit is equivalent to 20 inservice points. Rule 6A-4.0051(1)(a)2., F.A.C. College credits must be
earned at an accredited or state board-approved institution. Inservice points must be earned through participation in state
board-approved school district inservice activities. Rule 6A-4.0051(1)(a), F.A.C.; see rule 6A-4.003(1) and (2), F.A.C. (list of
approved accrediting agencies and guidelines for nonaccredited approved institutions).

14 Section 1012.585(3)(a), F.S.

15d.

16 Section 1012.585(4), F.S. This required training may not add to the total hours required by the DOE for continuing
education or inservice training. Id.

17 Section 1012.98(1), F.S.
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relevance throughout the curriculum, and prepare students for continuing education and the
workforce.

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 1474 modifies the process for earning temporary educator certificates and renewing
professional certificates. Specifically, the bill requires the Florida Department of Education to
issue:

e A professional certificate to any applicant who fulfills the statutorily requirements for a
professional certificate and completes a professional preparation and education competency
program approved by the DOE.

e Atemporary certificate to a qualifying applicant within 14 calendar days after the receipt of
the request form and electronically notify the applicant’s employee school district or
employing private school that the temporary certificate has been issued.

o Requires the DOE to issue an official statement of status of eligibility within 90 calendar
days after the stamped receipted date of the completed application. This statement must
be provided electronically and specify every method by which an applicant can complete
the qualifications for a professional certificate.

Additionally, the bill revises the professional development certification and education
competency program to specify a teacher mentorship and induction component; and authorizes
charter schools and charter management organizations to provide the program that includes the
teacher mentorship and induction component.

Educator Certification

The bill requires the DOE to electronically issue a temporary certificate to a qualifying applicant
within 14 calendar days after it receives a request from the applicant’s employing school district
or private school. The DOE must also electronically provide an official statement of status of
eligibility at the time the certificate is issued. The statement must include each method by which
an applicant can complete the qualifications for a professional certificate. This may streamline
the temporary certificate application process for prospective educators and may provide greater
transparency for educators wishing to pursue a professional certificate.

Additionally, the bill requires the DOE to issue a professional certificate to a temporary
certificate holder who meets the requirements for a professional certificate enumerated above,
who completes a professional preparation and education competence program, and is rated
highly effective. As such, the bill provides that an individual with a temporary certificate is not
required to take or achieve a passing score on the professional education competency
examination in order to be awarded a professional certificate.

Professional Development Certification and Education Competency Program

The bill requires a professional development certification and education competency program to
include a mentorship and induction component, which must include, at minimum, weekly
opportunities for mentoring and induction activities. Mentoring and induction activities include,

18 Section 1012.98(1), F.S.
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common planning time, ongoing professional development targeted to a mentee teacher’s needs,
opportunities to observe other teachers, co-teaching experiences, and reflection and followup
discussions. A teacher selected to serve as a peer mentor is required under the bill to complete
specialized training in clinical supervision and participate in ongoing mentor training provided
through the coordinated system of professional development. The bill authorizes that
participation in mentorship and induction activities, including as a mentor, may apply towards
professional development requirements.

The bill requires that the mentorship and induction activities must be provided for the teacher’s
first year in the program and may be provided until the teacher attains his or her professional
certificate. Further, the bill requires that a principal who is rated highly effective must be
provided flexibility in selecting professional development activities for the mentorship and
induction component so long as the DOE approves the program.

The DOE is directed to adopt standards for the approval of professional development

certification programs, including standards for the teacher mentorship and induction component,

by December 31, 2017. The standards for the teacher mentorship and induction component must

include:

e Program administration and evaluation;

e Mentor roles, selection, and training;

e Beginning teacher assessment and professional development; and

e Teacher content knowledge and practices aligned to the Florida Educator Accomplished
Practices.

Additionally, the bill authorizes charter schools and charter management organizations to offer a
professional development certification program approved by the DOE. Accordingly, this
program may ease the pathway to teacher certification for temporary certificate holders and may
help school districts recruit and retain teachers.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017.
Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

According to the Florida Department of Education (DOE), SB 1474 may result in cost
savings for professional certificate applicants who may not be required to enroll in
additional college coursework or take the professional education competency
examination to be awarded a professional certificate.®

C. Government Sector Impact:

According to the DOE, implementation of the bill will require one additional DOE staff
member to review, approve, and monitor compliance with the statutory requirements for
the Professional Development Certification and Education Competency programs, as well
as revision of school district professional development systems.?° The estimated cost for
the additional staff member is $82,160.%

VI. Technical Deficiencies
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1001.42, 1012.56,
1012.585, and 1012.98.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.

1% Florida Department of Education, 2017 Agency Legislative Bill Analysis for HB 1111 (March 22, 2017), at 7. HB 1111 is
similar to SB 1474.

2d. at 6.

2.
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By Senator Perry

8-01283-17 20171474

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to teacher certification; amending s.
1012.56, F.S.; requiring the Department of Education
to issue a temporary educator certificate within a
specified period; requiring the department to provide
electronic notice of the issuance of a temporary
certificate to specified entities; requiring the
department to provide the applicant an official
statement of status of eligibility upon issuance of a
temporary certificate; providing content requirements
for the statement of status of eligibility; revising
the criteria instructional personnel must meet to be
issued a professional certificate; providing that an
applicant for professional certification is not
required to take or pass a specified examination under
certain circumstances; authorizing charter schools and
charter management organizations to develop a
professional development certification and education
competency program; revising program requirements;
requiring the department to adopt standards for the
approval of such programs by a specified date;
providing requirements for such standards; requiring
each school district and charter school to submit its
program for approval by a specified date; providing
that certification requirements may not be met in a
program that is not approved by the department after a
specified date; amending s. 1012.585, F.S.; revising

college credit and inservice hour requirements for

renewal of a professional certificate to include
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8-01283-17 20171474
participation in specified activities; amending s.
1012.98, F.S.; revising the activities designed to
implement the school community professional
development act to include specified training relating
to a professional development certification and
education competency program; revising requirements
for school district professional development systems;
requiring the department to disseminate professional
development programs that meet specified criteria;
amending s. 1001.42, F.S.; conforming a cross-

reference; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (8) of section
1012.56, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as paragraph (d),
subsection (1), paragraph (a) of subsection (7), and paragraph
(a) of subsection (8) are amended, and a new paragraph (c) is
added to subsection (8) of that section, to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

(1) APPLICATION.—Each person seeking certification pursuant
to this chapter shall submit a completed application containing
the applicant’s social security number to the Department of
Education and remit the fee required pursuant to s. 1012.59 and
rules of the State Board of Education. Pursuant to the federal
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act
of 1996, each party is required to provide his or her social

security number in accordance with this section. Disclosure of

social security numbers obtained through this requirement is

Page 2 of 17
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8-01283-17
limited to the purpose of administration of the Title IV-D
program of the Social Security Act for child support
enforcement.

(a) Pursuant to s. 120.60, the department shall issue
within 90 calendar days after the stamped receipted date of the

completed application+

{a—Ff—+theapplticantmeets—the reguirementss; a professional

certificate to a qualifying applicant covering the

classification, level, and area for which the applicant is
deemed qualified and a document explaining the requirements for
renewal of the professional certificate.s

(b) The department shall issue a temporary certificate to a

20171474

qualifying applicant within 14 calendar days after receipt of a

request from ifthe applicantmeetsthe reguirements—and 3£

reguested—by an employing school district or an employing
private school with a professional education competence

demonstration program pursuant to paragraphs (6) (f) and (8) (b).
The+—a temporary certificate must cover eewvering the
classification, level, and area for which the applicant is

deemed qualified. The department shall electronically notify the

applicant’s employing school district or employing private

school that the temporary certificate has been issued and

provide the applicant an official statement of status of

eligibility at the time the certificate is issued. and—an
£E£2 ~d o7 PR + £ PR £ Tierdlnt T g,
fEietalt aremer £staty £ eligibitityi—or

(c) Pursuant to s. 120.60, the department shall issue

within 90 calendar days after the stamped receipted date of the

completed application, if an applicant does not meet the

requirements for either certificate, an official statement of
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8-01283-17
status of eligibility.

20171474

The statement of status of eligibility must be provided

electronically and must advise the applicant of any

qualifications that must be completed to qualify for

certification. Each method by which an applicant can complete

the qualifications for a professional certificate must be

included in the statement of status of eligibility. Each

statement of status of eligibility is valid for 3 years after
its date of issuance, except as provided in paragraph (2) (d).
(7) TYPES AND TERMS OF CERTIFICATION.—
(a) The Department of Education shall issue a professional
certificate for a period not to exceed 5 years to any applicant

who fulfills one of the following:

1. Meets all the requirements outlined in subsection (2).
2. e¥y For a professional certificate covering grades 6

through 12+—any—appiicant—wh

a.d= Meets the requirements of paragraphs (2) (a)-(h).

b.2+ Holds a master’s or higher degree in the area of
science, technology, engineering, or mathematics.

c.3+ Teaches a high school course in the subject of the
advanced degree.

d.4= Is rated highly effective as determined by the
teacher’s performance evaluation under s. 1012.34, based in part
on student performance as measured by a statewide, standardized
assessment or an Advanced Placement, Advanced International
Certificate of Education, or International Baccalaureate
examination.

e.5+ Achieves a passing score on the Florida professional
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education competency examination required by state board rule.

3. Meets the requirements of paragraphs (2) (a)-(h) and

completes a professional preparation and education competence

program approved by the department pursuant to paragraph (8) (c).

An applicant who completes the program and is rated highly

effective as determined by his or her performance evaluation

under s. 1012.34 is not required to take or achieve a passing

score on the professional education competency examination in

order to be awarded a professional certificate.

Fach temporary certificate is valid for 3 school fiscal years
and is nonrenewable. However, the requirement in paragraph

(2) (g) must be met within 1 calendar year of the date of
employment under the temporary certificate. Individuals who are
employed under contract at the end of the 1 calendar year time
period may continue to be employed through the end of the school
year in which they have been contracted. A school district shall
not employ, or continue the employment of, an individual in a
position for which a temporary certificate is required beyond
this time period if the individual has not met the requirement
of paragraph (2) (g). The State Board of Education shall adopt
rules to allow the department to extend the validity period of a
temporary certificate for 2 years when the requirements for the
professional certificate, not including the requirement in
paragraph (2) (g), were not completed due to the serious illness
or injury of the applicant or other extraordinary extenuating
circumstances. The department shall reissue the temporary
certificate for 2 additional years upon approval by the

Commissioner of Education. A written request for reissuance of
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the certificate shall be submitted by the district school
superintendent, the governing authority of a university lab
school, the governing authority of a state-supported school, or
the governing authority of a private school.

(8) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATION AND EDUCATION
COMPETENCY PROGRAM.—

(a) The Department of Education shall develop and each

school district, charter school, and charter management

organization may provide a cohesive competency-based
professional development certification and education competency

program by which membesr & heoot—distriet’s instructional

staff may satisfy the mastery of professional preparation and
education competence requirements specified in subsection (6)
and rules of the State Board of Education. Participants must

hold a state-issued temporary certificate. A school district,

charter school, or charter management organization that

implements the program shall provide a competency-based
certification program developed by the Department of Education

or developed by the district, charter school, or charter

management organization and approved by the Department of

Education. The program shall include the following:

1. A minimum period of initial preparation before assuming
duties as the teacher of record.

2. An option for collaboration with between—sehoot
distriets—and other supporting agencies or educational entities

for implementation.

3. A teacher mentorship and induction An periencedpeer

menter component.
a. Each individual selected by the district as a peex
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175| mentor: 204| organization’s program.
176 (I) Must hold a valid professional certificate issued 205 4. An assessment of teaching performance aligned to the
177 pursuant to this section;+ 206 district’s system for personnel evaluation under s. 1012.34
178 (II) Must have earned at least 3 years of teaching 207| which provides for:
179| experience in prekindergarten through grade 12;+and 208 a. An initial evaluation of each educator’s competencies to
180 (ITI) Must have completed specialized training in clinical 209 determine an appropriate individualized professional development
181 supervision and participate in ongoing mentor training provided 210| plan.
182| through the coordinated system of professional development under 211 b. A summative evaluation to assure successful completion
183 s. 1012.98(3) (e); 212 of the program.
184 (IV) Must have earned an effective or highly effective 213 5. Professional education preparation content knowledge,
185| rating on the prior year’s performance evaluation under s. 214| which must be included in the mentoring and induction activities
186| 1012.34; and 215| wunder subparagraph 3., that includes, but is not limited to, the
187 (V) May e be a peer evaluator under the district’s 216 following:
188 evaluation system approved under s. 1012.34. 217 a. The state standards provided under s. 1003.41, including
189 b. The teacher mentorship and induction component must, at 218 scientifically based reading instruction, content literacy, and
190 a minimum, provide weekly opportunities for mentoring and 219| mathematical practices, for each subject identified on the
191 induction activities, including common planning time, ongoing 220 temporary certificate.
192 professional development targeted to a teacher’s needs, 221 b. The educator-accomplished practices approved by the
193 opportunities for a teacher to observe other teachers, co- 222 state board.
194| teaching experiences, and reflection and followup discussions. 223 c. A variety of data indicators for monitoring student
195 Mentorship and induction activities must be provided for an 224| progress.
196| applicant’s first year in the program and may be provided until 225 d. Methodologies for teaching students with disabilities.
197| the applicant attains his or her professional certificate in 226 e. Methodologies for teaching students of limited English
198| accordance with this section. A principal who is rated highly 227| proficiency appropriate for each subject area identified on the
199| effective as determined by his or her performance evaluation 228| temporary certificate.
200 under s. 1012.34 must be provided flexibility in selecting 229 f. Techniques and strategies for operationalizing the role
201| professional development activities under this paragraph; 230| of the teacher in assuring a safe learning environment for
202 however, the activities must be approved by the department as 231 students.
203| part of the district’s, charter school’s, or charter management 232 6. Required achievement of passing scores on the subject
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area and professional education competency examination required
by State Board of Education rule. Mastery of general knowledge
must be demonstrated as described in subsection (3).

(c) No later than December 31, 2017, the department shall

adopt standards for the approval of professional development

certification and education competency programs, including

standards for the teacher mentorship and induction component,

under paragraph (a). Standards for the teacher mentorship and

induction component must include program administration and

evaluation; mentor roles, selection, and training; beginning

teacher assessment and professional development; and teacher

content knowledge and practices aligned to the Florida Educator

Accomplished Practices. Each school district or charter school

with a program under this subsection must submit its program,

including the teacher mentorship and induction component, to the

department for approval no later than June 30, 2018. After

December 31, 2018, a teacher may not satisfy requirements for a

professional certificate through a professional development

certification and education competency program under paragraph

(a) unless the program has been approved by the department

pursuant to this paragraph.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
1012.585, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.585 Process for renewal of professional certificates.—

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the
following requirements must be met:

(a) The applicant must earn a minimum of 6 college credits
or 120 inservice points or a combination thereof. For each area

of specialization to be retained on a certificate, the applicant

Page 9 of 17
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must earn at least 3 of the required credit hours or equivalent
inservice points in the specialization area. Education in
“clinical educator” training pursuant to s. 1004.04(5) (b);

participation in mentorship and induction activities, including

as a mentor, pursuant to s. 1012.56(8) (a); and credits or points

that provide training in the area of scientifically researched,
knowledge-based reading literacy and computational skills
acquisition, exceptional student education, normal child
development, and the disorders of development may be applied
toward any specialization area. Credits or points that provide
training in the areas of drug abuse, child abuse and neglect,
strategies in teaching students having limited proficiency in
English, or dropout prevention, or training in areas identified
in the educational goals and performance standards adopted
pursuant to ss. 1000.03(5) and 1008.345 may be applied toward
any specialization area. Credits or points earned through
approved summer institutes may be applied toward the fulfillment
of these requirements. Inservice points may also be earned by
participation in professional growth components approved by the
State Board of Education and specified pursuant to s. 1012.98 in
the district’s approved master plan for inservice educational
training, including, but not limited to, serving as a trainer in
an approved teacher training activity, serving on an
instructional materials committee or a state board or commission
that deals with educational issues, or serving on an advisory
council created pursuant to s. 1001.452.

Section 3. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (3) of
section 1012.98, Florida Statutes, and paragraph (b) of

subsection (4) and subsections (10) and (11) of that section are
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amended, to read:

1012.98 School Community Professional Development Act.—

(3) The activities designed to implement this section must:

(e) Provide training to teacher mentors as part of the

professional development certification and education competency

program under s. 1012.56(8) (a). The training must include

components on teacher development, peer coaching, time

management, and other related topics as determined by the

Department of Education.

(4) The Department of Education, school districts, schools,
Florida College System institutions, and state universities
share the responsibilities described in this section. These
responsibilities include the following:

(b) Each school district shall develop a professional
development system as specified in subsection (3). The system
shall be developed in consultation with teachers, teacher-
educators of Florida College System institutions and state
universities, business and community representatives, and local
education foundations, consortia, and professional
organizations. The professional development system must:

1. Be approved by the department. All substantial revisions
to the system shall be submitted to the department for review
for continued approval.

2. Be based on analyses of student achievement data and
instructional strategies and methods that support rigorous,
relevant, and challenging curricula for all students. Schools
and districts, in developing and refining the professional
development system, shall also review and monitor school

discipline data; school environment surveys; assessments of
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parental satisfaction; performance appraisal data of teachers,
managers, and administrative personnel; and other performance
indicators to identify school and student needs that can be met
by improved professional performance.

3. Provide inservice activities coupled with followup
support appropriate to accomplish district-level and school-
level improvement goals and standards. The inservice activities
for instructional personnel shall focus on analysis of student
achievement data, ongoing formal and informal assessments of
student achievement, identification and use of enhanced and
differentiated instructional strategies that emphasize rigor,
relevance, and reading in the content areas, enhancement of
subject content expertise, integrated use of classroom
technology that enhances teaching and learning, classroom
management, parent involvement, and school safety.

4. Provide inservice activities and support targeted to the

individual needs of new teachers participating in the

professional development certification and education competency

program under s. 1012.56(8) (a) .

5.4= Include a master plan for inservice activities,

pursuant to rules of the State Board of Education, for all
district employees from all fund sources. The master plan shall
be updated annually by September 1, must be based on input from
teachers and district and school instructional leaders, and must
use the latest available student achievement data and research
to enhance rigor and relevance in the classroom. Each district
inservice plan must be aligned to and support the school-based

inservice plans and school improvement plans pursuant to s.

1001.42(18). Each district inservice plan must provide a
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description of the training that middle grades instructional
personnel and school administrators receive on the district’s
code of student conduct adopted pursuant to s. 1006.07;
integrated digital instruction and competency-based instruction
and CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry
certifications; classroom management; student behavior and
interaction; extended learning opportunities for students; and
instructional leadership. District plans must be approved by the
district school board annually in order to ensure compliance
with subsection (1) and to allow for dissemination of research-
based best practices to other districts. District school boards
must submit verification of their approval to the Commissioner
of Education no later than October 1, annually. Each school
principal may establish and maintain an individual professional
development plan for each instructional employee assigned to the
school as a seamless component to the school improvement plans
developed pursuant to s. 1001.42(18). An individual professional
development plan must be related to specific performance data
for the students to whom the teacher is assigned, define the
inservice objectives and specific measurable improvements
expected in student performance as a result of the inservice
activity, and include an evaluation component that determines
the effectiveness of the professional development plan.

6.5+ Include inservice activities for school administrative
personnel that address updated skills necessary for
instructional leadership and effective school management
pursuant to s. 1012.986.

7.6+ Provide for systematic consultation with regional and

state personnel designated to provide technical assistance and
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evaluation of local professional development programs.

20171474

8.7+ Provide for delivery of professional development by
distance learning and other technology-based delivery systems to
reach more educators at lower costs.

9.8+ Provide for the continuous evaluation of the quality
and effectiveness of professional development programs in order
to eliminate ineffective programs and strategies and to expand
effective ones. Evaluations must consider the impact of such
activities on the performance of participating educators and
their students’ achievement and behavior.

10.9+ For middle grades, emphasize:

a. Interdisciplinary planning, collaboration, and
instruction.

b. Alignment of curriculum and instructional materials to
the state academic standards adopted pursuant to s. 1003.41.

c. Use of small learning communities; problem-solving,
inquiry-driven research and analytical approaches for students;
strategies and tools based on student needs; competency-based
instruction; integrated digital instruction; and project-based

instruction.

Each school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 must include
in its school improvement plan, required under s. 1001.42(18), a
description of the specific strategies used by the school to
implement each item listed in this subparagraph.

(10) For instructional personnel and administrative
personnel who have been evaluated as less than effective, a

district school board shall require participation in specific

professional development programs as provided in subparagraph
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407 (4) (b)5. 44+ as part of the improvement prescription. 436 require implementation of a new, amended, or continuation school
408 (11) The department shall disseminate to the school 437 improvement plan for each school in the district. If a school
409| community proven model professional development programs that 438| has a significant gap in achievement on statewide, standardized
410| have demonstrated success in increasing rigorous and relevant 439| assessments administered pursuant to s. 1008.22 by one or more
411 content, increasing student achievement and engagement, awrd 440 student subgroups, as defined in the federal Elementary and
412| meeting identified student needs, and providing effective 441 Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s.
413 mentorship activities to new teachers and training to teacher 442 6311 (b) (2) (C) (v) (IT); has not significantly increased the
414| mentors. The methods of dissemination must include a web-based 443| percentage of students passing statewide, standardized
415| statewide performance-support system including a database of 444| assessments; has not significantly increased the percentage of
416 exemplary professional development activities, a listing of 445 students demonstrating Learning Gains, as defined in s. 1008.34
417 available professional development resources, training programs, 446 and as calculated under s. 1008.34(3) (b), who passed statewide,
418| and available technical assistance. 447 standardized assessments; or has significantly lower graduation
419 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (18) of section 448 rates for a subgroup when compared to the state’s graduation
420 1001.42, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 449 rate, that school’s improvement plan shall include strategies
421 1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The 450 for improving these results. The state board shall adopt rules
422 district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all 451 establishing thresholds and for determining compliance with this
423| powers and perform all duties listed below: 452 subparagraph.
424 (18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.— 453 2. A school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall
425| Maintain a system of school improvement and education 454 include annually in its school improvement plan information and
426| accountability as provided by statute and State Board of 455 data on the school’s early warning system required under
427| Education rule. This system of school improvement and education 456| paragraph (b), including a list of the early warning indicators
428 accountability shall be consistent with, and implemented 457 used in the system, the number of students identified by the
429| through, the district’s continuing system of planning and 458| system as exhibiting two or more early warning indicators, the
430| budgeting required by this section and ss. 1008.385, 1010.01, 459| number of students by grade level that exhibit each early
431 and 1011.01. This system of school improvement and education 460| warning indicator, and a description of all intervention
432| accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss. 1008.33, 461 strategies employed by the school to improve the academic
433 1008.34, 1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following: 462| performance of students identified by the early warning system.
434 (a) School improvement plans.— 463| In addition, a school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8
435 1. The district school board shall annually approve and 464 shall describe in its school improvement plan the strategies
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465| used by the school to implement the instructional practices for
466 middle grades emphasized by the district’s professional
467 development system pursuant to s. 1012.98(4) (b)10. s=

468| 10E2-98H 5~
469 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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Summary:

SB 1586 requires the preparticipation physical evaluation form to contain information that
advises a student to complete cardiovascular assessment including an electrocardiogram.
Additionally, the bill clarifies that licensed practitioners must administer the medical evaluation
that a student must satisfactorily pass before participating in interscholastic competition or
engaging in any practice, tryout, or other physical activity associated with the student’s’
candidacy for an interscholastic athletic team.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017,
Il. Present Situation:

The Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) is the governing nonprofit organization
of athletics in Florida public schools.® The FHSAA is required to adopt bylaws regulating
student eligibility, residency, transfer, and recruiting in accordance with applicable law.?

FHSAA bylaws must require all students participating in interscholastic or intrascholastic
athletic competition or who are candidates for an interscholastic to satisfactorily pass a medical
evaluation each year prior to participating in interscholastic athletic competition or engaging in
any practice, tryout, workout, or other physical activity associated with the student’s candidacy
for an interscholastic athletic team.® Florida law authorizes certain licensed medical
practitioners* to administer such medical evaluations.®

! Section 1006.20(1), F.S.

21d. at (2).

3 Section 1006.20 (2)(c), F.S.

4 Licensed practitioners include medical practitioners licensed pursuant to Chapter 458, F.S., osteopathic practitioners
licensed pursuant to Chapter 459, F.S., chiropractic practitioners licensed pursuant to Chapter 460, F.S., and advanced
registered nurse practitioners licensed pursuant to s. 464.012, F.S. Section 1006.20(2)(c), F.S

S d.
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The FHSAA bylaws must also establish requirements for eliciting a student’s medical history
and performing the medical evaluation pursuant to Florida law, which must include a physical
assessment of the student’s physical capabilities to participate in interscholastic athletic
competition as contained in a uniform preparticipation physical evaluation and history form.®
The preparticipation evaluation form must:’

e Incorporate the recommendations of the American Heart Association for participating in a
cardiovascular screening and provide a place for the signature of the practitioner performing
the evaluation with an attestation that each examination procedure listed on the form was
performed by the practitioner or by someone under the direct supervision of the practitioner.

e Contain a place for the practitioner to indicate if a referral to another practitioner was made
in lieu of completion of a certain examination procedure.

e Provide a place for the practitioner to whom the student was referred to complete the
remaining sections and attest to that portion of the examination.

e Advise students to complete a cardiovascular assessment and include information concerning
alternative cardiovascular evaluation and diagnostic tests.

A student is not eligible to participate in any interscholastic athletic competition or engage in any
practice, tryout, workout, or other physical activity until the results of the medical evaluation
have been received and approved by the school

Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 1586 requires the preparticipation physical evaluation form to contain information that
advises a student to complete cardiovascular assessment including an electrocardiogram.
Additionally, the bill clarifies that licensed practitioners must administer the medical evaluation
that a student must satisfactorily pass before participating in interscholastic competition or
engaging in any practice, tryout, or other physical activity associated with the student’s’
candidacy for an interscholastic athletic team. Accordingly, a medical practitioner completing
the preparticipation physical evaluation form are provided with more guidance as to what to
include in a cardiovascular assessment.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2017.

V. Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
6 1d.
71d.

81d.
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C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI.  Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:
This bill substantially amends section 1006.20 Florida Statutes.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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By Senator Garcia

36-01567A-17 20171586
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to student eligibility for

interscholastic athletic competition; amending s.

1006.20, F.S.; revising requirements for the bylaws of

the Florida High School Athletic Association governing
student eligibility to participate in interscholastic
athletic competition; revising the information that

must be included on the preparticipation physical

evaluation form; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
1006.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.20 Athletics in public K-12 schools.—

(2) ADOPTION OF BYLAWS, POLICIES, OR GUIDELINES.—

(c) The FHSAA shall adopt bylaws that require all students
participating in interscholastic athletic competition or who are
candidates for an interscholastic athletic team to
satisfactorily pass a medical evaluation each year before prier
£o participating in interscholastic athletic competition or
engaging in any practice, tryout, workout, or other physical
activity associated with the student’s candidacy for an

interscholastic athletic team. A practitioner licensed under

chapter 458, chapter 459, or chapter 460 or certified under s.

464.012 who is in good standing with his or her professional

regulatory board shall administer this Swek medical evaluation

N | + | ] £+ 14 | a

. N .
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good—standing—with the praectitionerls regutateory board. The
bylaws must shait establish requirements for eliciting a
student’s medical history and performing the medical evaluation

required under this paragraph, which must shetd include a

physical assessment of the student’s physical capabilities to
participate in interscholastic athletic competition as contained
in a uniform preparticipation physical evaluation and history
form. The evaluation form must shatd incorporate the
recommendations of the American Heart Association for
participation cardiovascular screening and must shedd provide a
place for the signature of the practitioner performing the
evaluation with an attestation that each examination procedure
listed on the form was performed by the practitioner or by
someone under the direct supervision of the practitioner. The
form must skadt also contain a place for the practitioner to
indicate if a referral to another practitioner was made in lieu
of completion of a certain examination procedure. The form must
shatt provide a place for the practitioner to whom the student
was referred to complete the remaining sections and attest to
that portion of the examination. The preparticipation physical

evaluation form must contain information that advises a student

hatt—advi tudents to complete a cardiovascular assessment,

including an electrocardiogram. The preparticipation physical

evaluation form must also ard—shaltt include information

concerning alternative cardiovascular evaluation and diagnostic
tests. Results of such medical evaluation must be provided to
the school. A student is not eligible to participate, as

provided in s. 1006.15(3), in any interscholastic athletic

competition or engage in any practice, tryout, workout, or other
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physical activity associated with the student’s candidacy for an
interscholastic athletic team until the results of the medical
evaluation have been received and approved by the school.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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Rick Scort e

GOVERNOR 1748551 4,
SR II: 08
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QE.CI( - ;//\ N
LN AR TAJ,gb
April 15, 2016
Secretary Kenneth W. Detzner
Secretary of State
State of Florida
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Detzner:

Please be advised I have made the following reappointment under the provisions of
Section 1001.71, Florida Statutes:

Mzr. Maximo Alvarez
1650 North West 87th Avenue
Doral, Florida 33172

as a member of the Board of Trustees, Florida State University, subject to confirmation by
the Senate. This appointment is effective April 15, 2016 for a term ending January 6, 2021.

Sincerely,

CE

Rick Scott
Governor

RS/ aa

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399 « (850) 717-9249
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I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that | will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Boakd of TRUSTEES ~ Florins “JTATE Dmveasrrv
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on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.
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I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office,
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Office of the Chancellor

STATE RECEINED 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1614
UNIVERSITY SEDACTCRT OF STAL Tallahassee, FL 32399
ST s
OfFLORIDA Zﬂlﬁ JAN 29 AH ”: 55 www, flbog.edu
Board of Governors

DIVISIGH OF ELLCTIONRS

TAl _AHASSEE, FL

January 29, 2016

MEMORANDUM
To: Ms. Inez Williams

From: Vikki Shirley W
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Subject: Appointments to the University Boards of Trustees by the
Board of Governors, January 21, 2016

This is to advise you that the Board of Governors made the following appointments to
the University Boards of Trustees, on Thursday, January 21, 2016.

To the Florida A & M University Board of Trustees: Mr. Thomas Dortch Jr. was
appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat previously held by Mr.
Spurgeon McWilliams, and Mr. Craig Reed was appointed for a term ending January 6,
2021, to the seat previously held by Mr. Karl White.

To the Florida Atlantic University Board of Trustees: Mr. Robert Stilley was reappointed
for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously held, and Mr.
Shaun Davis was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat previously

held by Mr. Paul Tanner,

To the Florida International University Board of Trustees: Mr. Gerald Grant was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously

held.

To the Florida Polytechnic University Board of Trustees: Dr. Sandra Featherman was
reappointed for a second term ending July 15, 2020, to the seat which she previously
held, and Mr. Frank Martin was reappointed for a second term ending July 15, 2020, to

the seat which he previously held.

Florida A&M University | Florida Atlantic University | Florida Gulf Coast University | Florida International University
Florida Polytechnic University | Florida State University | New College of Florida | University of Central Florida
University of Florida | University of North Florida | University of South Florida | University of West Florida
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To the Florida State University Board of Trustees: Mr. Edward Burr was reappointed for
a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously held, and Mr.
Craig Mateer was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat previously

held by Dr. Joseph Camps.

To the New College of Florida Board of Trustees: Ms. Audrey Coleman was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which she previously
held, and Mr, John Lilly was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat

previously held by Ms. Mary Ruiz.

To the University of Central Florida Board of Trustees: Mr. Marcos Marchena was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously
held, and Mr. Alexander Martins was reappointed for a second term ending January 6,

2021, to the seat which he previously held.

To the University of Florida Board of Trustees: Ms. Marsha Powers was appointed for a
term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat previously held by Mr. Charles Edwards.

To the University of North Florida Board of Trustees: Ms. Sharon Wamble-King was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which she previously
held, and Mr, Paul McElroy was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat

previously held by Joan Newton.

To the University of South Florida Board of Trustees: Ms. Stephanie Goforth was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which she previously
held, and Ms. Nancy Watkins was reappointed for a second term ending January 6,

2021, to the seat which she previously held.

To the University of West Florida Board of Trustees: Mr. David Cleveland was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously
held, and Mr. Richard Baker was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the

seat previously held by Pamela Dana.
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Attached are copies of the letters from Chancellor Marshall M. Criser I1I.

Thank you for your assistance in processing these appointments for their Senate
confirmation. Please call me if you need additional information.

VS/pb
Enclosures
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January 27, 2016

Mr. Edward Burr
7807 Baymeadows Road East, Suite 205
Jacksonville, Florida 32256

Dear wrrév

On Thursday, January 21, 2016, the Florida Board of Governors approved the recommendation
made by its Nomination and Governance Committee to reappoint you as a member of the
Florida State University Board of Trustees. Please accept our congratulations.

The reappointment acknowledges your record of public service and numerous career
milestones. Your achievements are sure to provide expertise to the State University System of
Florida and Florida State University as you continue to serve in the capacity of a trustee. The
reappointment, subject to confirmation by the Florida Senate, and your attendance of a System
orientation session conducted by the Board of Governors, is for a term that began January 21,

2016 and ends on January 6, 2021.

Your role as a trustee is vital to the governance and success of our System, Members of the
Board of Governors rely on all the university trustees to exercise due diligence in connection
with their oversight responsibilities for our universities.

Thank you for your willingness to serve. We look forward to continuing to work with you as a
member of the Florida State University Board of Trustees.

Sincerely,

Marsfall M. Criser 111
Chancellor

c Tom Knutz, Chair, Board of Governors
Mori Hosseini, Chair, Nomination and Governance Committee
John Thrasher, President, Florida State University
Liz Hirst, Board of Trustees Liaison
Vikki Shirley, Corporate Secretary
Paige Beles, University Trustee Coordinator
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OATH OF OFFICE ECE

(Art. 11. § 5(b), Fla. Const.)
STATE OF FLORIDA

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that 1 am duly qualifted to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that [ will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Chzirmar Bopnal o+ Trmstees, Flovida State Univers ity
(Title of Office) )

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: Ifyou affirm, you may omit/t/hgévmﬁa “so help me God.” See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

L

-

o

Signature

#‘ :
Sworn to and subscribed before me this a day of m%f . ‘Z 0/ w

_ J - o
Signature of Oﬁ(}}r Administering Oath or of Notary Public

S ey M0 M, Fami

. Hilary M Frank rint, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public

; ) & gy Comémmon FF 193100 E/
‘ or R xpires 01/26/2019 ; ;
LN, ersonully Known OR Produced Identification [

Type of Identification Produced

- e o mm hew e e e e e e A et e e W MR MBS e M M B R M e S e W v

ACCEPTANCE

I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.
Mailing Address:  [] Home /Zi)fﬁce

1807 BaymeadossRd . € %og* f%ﬂw/&/ ﬁ\‘”j ﬂw@fﬁ

Street or Post Office Box Print name gs you desire commission issued
Jadckssnville AL 32256 e
City, State, Zip Code Signature <

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 02/10)




2017 Regular Session

COMMITTEE: Education
NAME: Burr, Edward E.
BOARD:
FINAL ACTION: Recommend Confirm

MEETING DATE:

TIME: 1:30—3:30 p.m.

Monday, April 17, 2017

The Florida Senate
COMMITTEE VOTE RECORD - EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENT

Board of Trustees, Florida State University

PLACE: 412 Knott Building
FINAL VOTE
Yea Nay SENATORS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay
X Farmer
X Flores
Galvano
Lee
X Simmons
X Simpson
X Stewart
X Thurston
X Mayfield, VICE CHAIR
Hukill, CHAIR
7 0
Yea Nay TOTALS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay
CODES: FAV=Favorable TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn

UNF=Unfavorable
-R=Reconsidered

REPORTING INSTRUCTION: Publish

04172017.1534

VA=Vote After Roll Call
VC=Vote Change After Roll Call

OO=0ut of Order
AV=Abstain from Voting

S-011 (10/10/09)
Page 1 of 1
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Rick Scort e
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T OF S Targ
March 24, 2016

Secretary Kenneth W. Detzner
Secretary of State
State of Florida
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Detznet:

Please be advised I have made the following reappointment under the provisions of
Section 1001.71, Florida Statutes:

Mr. Russell Allen Priddy
7007 State Road 29 South
Post Office Box 930
Immokalee, Florida, 34143

as a member of the Board of Trustees, Florida Gulf Coast University, subject to
confirmation by the Senate. This appointment is effective March 24, 2016, for a term ending

January 6, 2021.

Sincerely,

Rick Sco
Governor

RS5/byj

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399 «» (850) 717-9249




OATH OF OFFICE ;88 CE )y
0TM 0
(Art. I1. § 5(b), Fla. Const.) 50 N or STATE
STATE OF FLORIDA MR 14 gy 9: 44
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3

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Tlos Te 7‘70721.//4 Gl Eons] Ynis: 7‘!/
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God. |

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the words *“so help me God.” See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

ﬂm// /72/)%“\

Szgnaﬁz

Personally Known IB/OR Produced Identzﬁcatzon D

Type of Identification Produced
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ACCEPTANCE

I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: Dome  [JOffice

£ Box 910 Kegser) 15 7/210/,,/(/
Street or Post Office Box Pny
Q:VMMIQA/{A/PE FrL 291472 /Z/%7
City, State, Zip Code Slgnature

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)




2017 Regular Session

COMMITTEE: Education
NAME: Priddy, Russell A.
BOARD:
FINAL ACTION: Recommend Confirm

MEETING DATE:

TIME: 1:30—3:30 p.m.

Monday, April 17, 2017

The Florida Senate
COMMITTEE VOTE RECORD - EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENT

Board of Trustees, Florida Gulf Coast University

PLACE: 412 Knott Building
FINAL VOTE
Yea Nay SENATORS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay
X Farmer
X Flores
Galvano
Lee
X Simmons
X Simpson
X Stewart
X Thurston
X Mayfield, VICE CHAIR
Hukill, CHAIR
7 0
Yea Nay TOTALS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay
CODES: FAV=Favorable TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn

UNF=Unfavorable
-R=Reconsidered

REPORTING INSTRUCTION: Publish

04172017.1534

VA=Vote After Roll Call
VC=Vote Change After Roll Call

OO=0ut of Order
AV=Abstain from Voting

S-011 (10/10/09)
Page 1 of 1
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January 27, 2016

Mr. John Lilly
80 South 8th Street, Suite 4900 IDS Center

Minneapolis, MN 55402

Dear Mr. Lilly:

On Thursday, January 21, 2016, the Florida Board of Governors approved the recommendation
made by its Nomination and Governance Committee to appoint you as a member of the New
College of Florida Board of Trustees. Please accept our congratulations.

The appointment acknowledges your record of public service and numerous career milestones.
Your achievements are sure to provide expertise to the State University System of Florida and
New College of Florida as you serve in the capacity of a trustee. The appointment, subject to
confirmation by the Florida Senate, and your attendance of a System orientation session
conducted by the Board of Governors, is for a term that began January 21, 2016 and ends on

January 6, 2021,

Your role as a trustee is vital to the governance and success of our System. Members of the
Board of Governors rely on all the university trustees to exercise due diligence in connection
with their oversight responsibilities for our universities,

Thank you for your willingness to serve. We look forward to working with you as a member of
the New College of Florida Board of Trustees.

Marsktall M. Criser 111
Chancellor

c Tom Knutz, Chair, Board of Governors
Mori Hosseini, Chair, Nomination and Governance Committee
Keith Monda, Chair, Board of Trustees
Donal O'Shea, President, New College of Florida
Suzanne Janney, Board of Trustees Liaison
Vikki Shirley, Corporate Secretary
Paige Beles, University Trustee Coordinator

Florida A&M University | Florida Attantic University | Florida Guif Coast University | Florida Intemationat University
Florida Polytechnic University | Florida State University | New College of Florida | University of Central Florida
University of Florida | University of North Florida | University of South Florida | University of West Florida




Office of the Chancellor

STATE p;r( 7y {1 0 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1614
UNIVERSITY L}E; 27 ”.'” OF § Sin! Tallahassee, FL 32399
Phone 850.245.0466
SYSTEM ?;i 850.245.9685
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Board of Governors
DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
TAL _AHASSEE, FL

January 29, 2016

MEMORANDUM

To: Ms. Inez Williams

From: Vikki Shirley \)\FL’

General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Subject: Appointments to the University Boards of Trustees by the
Board of Governors, January 21, 2016

This is to advise you that the Board of Governors made the following appointments to
the University Boards of Trustees, on Thursday, January 21, 2016.

To the Florida A & M University Board of Trustees: Mr. Thomas Dortch Jr. was
appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat-previously held by. Mr.
Spurgeon McWilliams, and Mr. Craig Reed was appointed for a term ending January 6,
2021, to the seat previously held by Mr. Karl White.

To the Florida Atlantic University Board of Trustees; Mr. Robert Stilley was reappointed
for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously held, and Mr.
Shaun Davis was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat previously

held by Mr. Paul Tanner.

To the Florida International University Board of Trustees: Mr. Gerald Grant was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously

held.

To the Florida Polytechnic University Board of Trustees: Dr. Sandra Featherman was
reappointed for a second term ending July 15, 2020, to the seat which she previously
held, and Mr. Frank Martin was reappointed for a second term ending July 15, 2020, to

the seat which he previously held.

Florida A&M University | Florida Atlantic University | Florida Gulf Coast University | Florida International University
Florida Polytechnic University | Florida State University | New College of Florida | University of Central Florida
University of Florida | University of North Florida | University of South Florida | University of West F{orida




Ms. Inez Williams
January 29, 2016
Page 2 of 3

To the Florida State University Board of Trustees: Mr. Edward Burr was reappointed for
a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously held, and Mr.
Craig Mateer was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat previously

held by Dr. Joseph Camps.

To the New College of Florida Board of Trustees: Ms. Audrey Coleman was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which she previously
held, and Mr. John Lilly was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat
previously held by Ms. Mary Ruiz.

To the University of Central Florida Board of Trustees: Mr. Marcos Marchena was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously
held, and Mr. Alexander Martins was reappointed for a second term ending January 6,
2021, to the seat which he previously held.

To the University of Florida Board of Trustees: Ms. Marsha Powers was appointed for a
term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat previously held by Mr. Charles Edwards.

To the University of North Florida Board of Trustees: Ms. Sharon Wamble-King was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which she previously
held, and Mr. Paul McElroy was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat

previously held by Joan Newton.

To the University of South Florida Board of Trustees: Ms. Stephanie Goforth was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which she previously
held, and Ms. Nancy Watkins was reappointed for a second term ending January 6,
2021, to the seat which she previously held.

To the University of West Florida Board of Trustees: Mr. David Cleveland was
reappointed for a second term ending January 6, 2021, to the seat which he previously
held, and Mr. Richard Baker was appointed for a term ending January 6, 2021, to the
seat previously held by Pamela Dana.

Florida AgM University | Florida Atlantic University | Florida Gutf Coast University | Florida Intemational University
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University of Florida | University of North Florida | University of South Florida | University of West Florida
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Attached are copies of the letters from Chancellor Marshall M. Criser I11.

Thank you for your assistance in processing these appointments for their Senate
confirmation, Please call me if you need additional information.

VS/pb

Enclosures

Florida A&M University | Florida Atlantic University | Florida Gulf Coast University | Florida International University
Florida Polytechnic University | Florida State University | New College of Florida | University of Central Florida
University of Florida | University of North Florida | University of South Florida | University of West Florida
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(Art, IL, § 5(b), Fla. Const.) 9 a forl
Frant O VENAY 18 .
STATE OF ) |
Countyof _Doxli o ta TSR N

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that [ will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Momhet o€ Poard ol Trustees New /lo[fem ok F/M/Q/Q
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: Ifyou affirm, you may omit the words “so help me God.” See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

901

Signdmre of Offi feer A a’mmrszermg Qath or o/ Notary Public

Sherise Dee [iitle ff p/d{

Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned } Name of Notary Public

Personally Knovwn k] OR Produced Identification []

Type of Identification Produced

e et e et b R GR M M Rt e e M e e Ve e e e M e M s Gt febd WOt MR M e e Ra e e M e e M e M W e M M e e e e o

ACCEPTANCE

I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office,

Mailing Address; [] Home jZ]Ofﬁce
O S, ¥ Sdreet
YXo® TOS Comdan Nowna Ny

Street or Post Office Box Print nam&Msion issued
M:nﬂewwicsi MN $EYa A -
City, State, Zip Code Sigit—ﬂj O

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 02/10)




2017 Regular Session

COMMITTEE VOTE RECORD - EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENT

The Florida Senate

COMMITTEE: Education
NAME: Lilly, John N.
BOARD: Board of Trustees, New College of Florida
FINAL ACTION: Recommend Confirm
MEETING DATE: Monday, April 17, 2017
TIME: 1:30—3:30 p.m.
PLACE: 412 Knott Building
FINAL VOTE
Yea Nay SENATORS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay

X Farmer
X Flores

Galvano

Lee
X Simmons
X Simpson
X Stewart
X Thurston
X Mayfield, VICE CHAIR

Hukill, CHAIR
! 0 TOTALS

Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay
CODES: FAV=Favorable TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn

UNF=Unfavorable
-R=Reconsidered

VA=Vote After Roll Call
VC=Vote Change After Roll Call

REPORTING INSTRUCTION: Publish

04172017.1534

OO=0ut of Order
AV=Abstain from Voting

S-011 (10/10/09)
Page 1 of 1
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Uu..i,hﬁ HCH} C,«) d?‘ T,,,
VISION OF £LECT 005
December 23, 2016
Secretary Kenneth W. Detzner
Secretary of State
State of Florida
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250
Dear Secretary Detzner:

Please be advised I have made the following appointment under the provisions of
Section 1001.71, Florida Statutes:

Mr, Michael Adam Hollmgsworth
4134 Faulkner Lane
Tallahassee, Florida 32311

as a member of the Board of Trustees, University of North Florida, succeeding E. Lanny
Russell, subject to confirmation by the Senate. This appointment is effective December 23,
2016, for a term ending January 6, 2021.

Sincerely,

ick Sco
Governor

RS/aa

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399 « (850) 717-9249
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OATH OF OFFICE

(Art. IL.'§ 5(b), Fla. Const.) A, £ ) A g |
el iy 3
STATE OF FLORIDA 3

“ T .

County of LEO 9] Ve

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

LPNIUEe 3Ty 0F RRTH [Jgend - oM of TRUNTEES
(Title of Office)

on which [ am now about to enter, so help me God.
INOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the words “so help me God.” See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

Signature

rd —
Sworn 1o and subscribed before me this 4;2 J dav of JANUALr .Y , 20/ 7

Signature of Offi_c'ér-}fdmini.v ing Qath or bfi\/o(ary Public

DIANE D, SCHMIDT —731'4/24, D S(f)m/df

MY COMMISSION # FF 21409 Print, Type, or 8lamp Commis ioned Name of Notary Public
Mﬂf

EXPIRES, April 26, 2019

Personally Known Produced Identification [

Tvpe of Identification Produced

o — - — - —— o m—- - w m  Mww e W ed wew bew M e e ey WGy Wew W Gmw Mme e M R e M e b e W M M DA e mev e e

ACCEPTANCE

I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: {2{ Home []Office

YIY FAYLCDER () W TCPALL ATSA oL TP G Ao
Street or Post Office Box Print N:ae]g) A_’_/ -
TALLAPASSE FL 223 L

City, State, Zip Code Signature

DS-DE 56 (Rev, 11/16)




2017 Regular Session

COMMITTEE: Education
NAME: Hollingsworth, Adam
BOARD:
FINAL ACTION: Recommend Confirm

MEETING DATE:

TIME: 1:30—3:30 p.m.

Monday, April 17, 2017

The Florida Senate
COMMITTEE VOTE RECORD - EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENT

Board of Trustees, University of North Florida

PLACE: 412 Knott Building
FINAL VOTE
Yea Nay SENATORS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay
X Farmer
X Flores
Galvano
Lee
X Simmons
X Simpson
X Stewart
X Thurston
X Mayfield, VICE CHAIR
Hukill, CHAIR
7 0
Yea Nay TOTALS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay
CODES: FAV=Favorable TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn

UNF=Unfavorable
-R=Reconsidered

REPORTING INSTRUCTION: Publish

04172017.1534

VA=Vote After Roll Call
VC=Vote Change After Roll Call

OO=0ut of Order
AV=Abstain from Voting

S-011 (10/10/09)
Page 1 of 1



THE FLORIDA SENATE

: COMMITTEES:
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 Appropriations Subcommittee on Higher

Education, Chair
Appropriations
Education
Governmental Oversight and Accountability
Rules
Transportation

JOINT COMMITTEE:
Joint Legislative Budget Commission

SENATOR BILL GALVANO
21st District

April 17, 2017

Senator Dorothy Hukill
415 Knott Building

404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Madam Chair Hukill:

| am writing to request approval from the meeting of the Committee on Education scheduled
today, April 17, 2017.

| appreciate your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Jot

Bill Galvano

cc: Senator Wilton Simpson
Shruti Graf
Michelle Perez

REPLY TO:
0 1023 Manatee Avenue West, Suite 201, Bradenton, Florida 34205 (941) 741-3401
3 420 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 (850) 487-5021

Senate’s Website: www.flsenate.gov

JOE NEGRON ANITERE FLORES
President of the Senate President Pro Tempore



THE FLORIDA SENATE

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 o aTIEES:
Regulated Industries, Vice Chair
Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment
and Natural Resources
Health Policy
Transportation

JOINT COMMITTEE:
Joint Committee on Public Counsel Oversight

SENATOR DOROTHY L. HUKILL
14th District

April 14, 2017

The Honorable Joe Negron
President

The Florida Senate

Suite 409 Capitol

404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

Dear President Negron:

This letter will serve as my formal request to be excused from the Senate Committee on
Education meeting scheduled for Monday, April 17, 2017. I am making this request due to a
medical condition that restricts my ability to travel.

As chair of the committee and pursuant to Rule 2.25, T am designating Senator Wilton Simpson
as acting chair for this meeting. I will continue to work with committee staff on all other matters
related to my role as chair of this committee.

Sincerely,

W%M

Dorothy L. Hukill
Chair, Senate Committee on Education

cc: The Honorable Wilton Simpson, State Senator, District 10
The Honorable Debbie Mayfield, Vice Chair, Senate Committee on Education
The Honorable Lizbeth Benacquisto, Chair, Senate Committee on Rules
Shruti Graf, Staff Director, Senate Committee on Education
John Phelps, Staff Director, Senate Committee on Rules

REPLY TO:

07 208 Dunlawton Avenue, Unit 17, Port Orange, Florida 32127 (386) 304-7630 FAX: (888) 263-3818
(3 406 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 (850) 487-5014

Senate's Website: www.flsenate.gov

JOE NEGRON ANITERE FLORES
President of the Senate President Pro Tempore
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4/17/2017 3:19:02 PM

Length: 01:41:28

Meeting called to order - Sen. Simpson in Chair

Roll Call - quorum is present

Senators Hukill and Galvano are excused

Pledge

Tab 2 - SB 902 by Sen. Simpson

Late filed Amendment Strike-all # 608826 by Sen. Simmons
Sen. Farmer

Sen. Simmons

Sen. Thurston

Sen. Simmons

Sen. Thurston

Sen. Simmons

Sen. Thurston

Sen. Simmons

Chair

Sen. Simmons waives to close on strike-all amendment
Late filed Amendment adopted

Shawn Frost, President, Fla. Coalition of School Board Members, waives in support

James Herzog, Assoc. Director for Education, Fla. Conference of Catholic Bishops, waives in support

Brittany Hurt, Policy Director, Fla. Chamber of Commerce, waives in support

Alexandra Dominguez, Senior Advocacy Associate, Foundation for Florida Future, waives in support

Shylar Zander, Deputy State Director, Americans for Prosperity, waives in support
Sara Clements, Director, External Affairs, Step Up For Students, waives in support
Jeanne Boggs, parent, Tallahassee, speaking in support

Cesar Grazales, Coalitions Dir. The LIJBRE Initiative, speaking for the bill
Sen. Farmer in debate

Sen. Stewart in debate

Sen. Thurston in debate

Chair

Sen. Simmons to close

Roll Call CS/SB 902 - Favorable

Tab 6-9 Confirmation Hearing for Appointments

Sen. Mayfield moves to recommend the Confirmation of all appointees on Tab 6-9
Roll call on confirmations Tab 6-9- favorable

Tab 4- SB 1474 by Sen. Perry

Chair

Schuler Zander, Deputy State Director, Americans for Prosperity, waives in support
Sen. Stewart in debate

Chair

Sen. Mayfield

Chair

Sen. Perry to close on SB 1474

Roll Call on SB 1474 - favorable

Tab 3 - SB 1362 by Sen Broxson

Chair

Late filed Amendment #477746, by Sen. Hukill, presented by Sen. Broxson
Chair

Sen.Broxson waives to close on amendment

Late filed amendment is adopted

Late Filed Amendment #233884 by Sen. Broxson

Greg Black, attorney, ACT, Inc., waives in support of amendment

Type:
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2:52:11 PM
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Sen. Broxson waives to close

Back on bill as amended

Sen. Thurston

Sen. Broxson

Sen. Thurston

Sen. Broxson

Sen. Thurston

Sen. Broxson

Sen. Thurston

Sen. Broxson

Sen. Thurston

Sen. Broxson

Chair

Sen. Farmer

Sen. Broxson

Sen. Farmer

Sen. Broxson

Chair

Sen. Farmer

Sen. Broxson

Sen. Farmer

Sen. Broxson

Sen. Mayfield in Chair

Nancy Lawther, Fla. PTA, speaking for information
Chair

Shawn Frost, Florida Coalition of School Board Members, waives in support
Catherine Baer, The Tea Party Network/Common Core, waives in opposition
Marie Claire Leman, Common Ground, speaking in opposition to the bill
Sen. Simpson back in Chair

Beth Overholt, Opt Out, waives in opposition
Sen. Farmer in debate

Sen. Simmons in debate

Sen. Lee in debate

Sen. Stewart in debate

Sen. Thurston in debate

Chair

Sen. Broxson to close on bill as amended
Roll call for CS/SB 1362 - Favorable

Tab 1 - SB 796 by Sen. Bean

Late filed amendment #926052 by Sen. Hukill, presented by Bean
Chair

Sen. Bean waives to close

Late filed Amendment is adopted

Back on bill as amended

Sen. Stewart

Sen. Bean

Sen. Stewart

Sen. Bean

Sen. Stewart

Sen. Bean

Sen. Farmer

Sen. Bean

Sen. Farmer

Sen. Bean

Sen. Farmer

Sen. Bean

Sen. Farmer

Shawn Frost, President, Fla. Coalition of School Board Members, speaking for the bill
Sen. Lee

Shawn Frost

Sen. Lee

Shawn Frost
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Catherine Baer, The Tea Party Network/Common Ground, speaking against the bill
Brittany Hurt, Policy Director, Fla. Chamber, waives in support

Debbie Mortham, Foundation for Florida's Future, waives in support

Marie Claire Leman, Common Ground, speaking for information

Sen. Lee

Marie Claire Leman

Shylar Zander, Dep. State Director, Americans for Prosperity, waives in support
Kelly Quinten, Legislative Advocate, League of Women Voters, speaking against the bill
Beth Overholt, Opt Out Leon, waives in opposition

Cesar Grazales, Director, the Libre Initiative, waives in support

Sen. Simmons in debate

Chair

Sen. Farmer

Sen. Stewart

Sen. Bean to close on bill as amended

Roll call for CS/SB 796 - favorable

Tab 5 - SB 1586 by Sen. Garcia, presented by Sen. Farmer

Chair

Nancy Lawther, Florida PTA, waives in support

Sen. Farmer waives to close

Roll call on SB 1586- Favorable

Chair

Sen. Mayfield moves to adjourn
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