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TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
CS/SB 168 

Judiciary / Gruters 
(Compare H 527, S 170) 
 

 
Federal Immigration Enforcement; Prohibiting 
sanctuary policies; requiring state entities, local 
governmental entities, and law enforcement agencies 
to use best efforts to support the enforcement of 
federal immigration law; authorizing a law 
enforcement agency to transport an alien unlawfully 
present in the United States under certain 
circumstances; prohibiting discrimination on specified 
grounds, etc. 
 
JU 02/11/2019 Temporarily Postponed 
JU 02/19/2019 Fav/CS 
IS 03/12/2019 Fav/CS 
RC   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 5 Nays 3 
 

 
2 
 

 
SB 844 

Berman 
(Similar CS/H 305) 
 

 
At-Risk Adult Alert Plan; Redefining the term “missing 
endangered person” to include a missing adult who 
meets the criteria for activation of the At-Risk Adult 
Alert Plan of the Department of Law Enforcement; 
requiring the Department of Law Enforcement, in 
cooperation with the Department of Transportation, 
the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles, and local law enforcement agencies, to 
establish and implement the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan; 
requiring a local law enforcement agency to 
broadcast information to the public and the media 
about certain missing adults, etc. 
 
IS 03/12/2019 Fav/CS 
CF   
AP   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 
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SB 898 

Diaz 
(Compare CS/CS/H 385, H 905, H 
6059, S 660, S 928, S 1044) 
 

 
Transportation; Revising the authorized uses of 
proceeds from charter county and regional 
transportation system surtaxes; revising the 
preservation goals of the Department of 
Transportation to include ensuring that all work on the 
State Highway System meets department standards; 
requiring the department to approve design plans for 
all transportation projects relating to department-
owned rights-of-way under certain circumstances; 
prohibiting the department from using toll revenues 
from high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes to 
offset certain funding, etc. 
 
IS 03/12/2019 Fav/CS 
ATD   
AP   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 7 Nays 1 
 

 
4 
 

 
SB 974 

Perry 
(Compare H 1057) 
 

 
Damaged, Dismantled, Derelict, or Salvage Motor 
Vehicles; Authorizing a certain notice sent by certified 
mail that a motor vehicle is available for pickup to be 
sent by another commercially available delivery 
service that provides proof of delivery; requiring the 
notice to state that the owner has a specified period 
during which to pick up the vehicle; authorizing an 
independent entity to apply for a certificate of 
destruction or a certificate of title if the vehicle is not 
claimed within a specified time after the delivery or 
attempted delivery of the notice, etc. 
 
IS 03/12/2019 Fav/CS 
ATD   
AP   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 
 

 
5 
 

 
SB 1002 

Hutson 
(Similar CS/H 341) 
 

 
Motor Vehicles and Railroad Trains; Revising the 
definition of the term “railroad train”; requiring that, in 
the event of a crash involving a railroad train, the 
collection of certain information be at the discretion of 
the law enforcement officer having jurisdiction to 
investigate the crash; specifying that certain persons 
are not considered passengers for the purpose of 
making crash reports, etc. 
 
IS 03/12/2019 Fav/CS 
CJ   
RC   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 
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SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
6 
 

 
SB 1052 

Lee 
(Compare H 733, S 896) 
 

 
Motor Vehicle Insurance; Repealing provisions which 
comprise the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law; 
revising the motor vehicle insurance coverages that 
an applicant must show to register certain vehicles 
with the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles; revising minimum liability coverage 
requirements for motor vehicle owners or operators; 
revising the minimum net worth requirements to 
qualify certain persons as self-insurers; specifying 
persons whom medical payments coverage must 
protect, etc. 
 
IS 03/12/2019 Fav/CS 
BI   
AP   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 
 

 
7 
 

 
SB 1178 

Gruters 
(Similar H 773) 
 

 
Franchised Motor Vehicle Dealers; Prohibiting an 
applicant or licensee from establishing or 
implementing additional criteria for measuring the 
sales or service performance of franchised motor 
vehicle dealers; authorizing a dealer that contends 
that an assigned performance requirement, sales 
goal, or sales objective violates certain prohibited 
activities of licensees to maintain certain injunctive 
and administrative actions; requiring the applicant or 
licensee to have the burden of proving by a 
preponderance of the evidence that the criteria for 
measuring the performance, goal, or objective comply 
with a provision that prohibits certain activities of 
licensees, etc. 
 
IS 03/12/2019 Temporarily Postponed 
CM   
RC   
 

 
Temporarily Postponed 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Technical Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/CS/SB 168 creates a new chapter of Florida Statutes entitled “Federal Immigration 

Enforcement.” The bill seeks to ensure that state and local entities and law enforcement agencies 

cooperate with federal government officials to enforce, and not obstruct, immigration laws. In its 

most general and broad terms, the bill prohibits sanctuary jurisdictions and requires state and 

local entities to comply with federal immigration detainers when they are supported by proper 

documentation. 

 

In more specific terms, the bill: 

 Prohibits a state entity, law enforcement agency, or local governmental entity, from having a 

sanctuary policy. 

 Requires a covered government body to use its best efforts to support the enforcement of 

federal immigration law. 

 Prohibits a state entity, local governmental entity, or law enforcement agency from restricting 

a law enforcement agency’s ability to communicate or exchange information with a federal 

immigration agency on immigration enforcement matters. 

 Provides procedures for a court to follow to reduce a defendant’s sentence and thereby permit 

law enforcement agencies to transfer the defendant to a federal facility. 

 Requires a law enforcement agency that has custody of someone who is subject to an 

immigration detainer to notify the judge of the detainer, record in the person’s file the 

existence of the detainer, and comply with the detainer. 

REVISED:         
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 Requires a county correctional facility to enter into an agreement with a federal immigration 

agency for the payment of costs associated with housing and detaining defendants. 

 Permits the Attorney General to institute an action for a violation of this law or to prevent a 

violation of the law. 

 Requires any sanctuary policies currently in effect be repealed within 90 days after the 

effective date of the act. 

 

The fiscal impact to state and local governments is indeterminate. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2019, except that the section establishing penalties takes effect 

October 1, 2019. 

II. Present Situation: 

General Overview 

The Federal Government is responsible for both establishing and enforcing immigration laws. 

Congress has enacted legislation, which the federal courts have interpreted, and the body of 

immigration law has developed. The responsibility for enforcing immigration laws rests with the 

Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

and its Enforcement and Removal Operations. It is the mission of Enforcement and Removal 

Operations to identify, apprehend, and remove aliens who are a risk to national security or public 

safety, enter the country illegally, or seek to undermine the integrity of the country’s immigration 

laws or border control efforts.1 In order to carry out its mission, ICE depends, in part, on the 

assistance of local and state law enforcement agencies to identify removable aliens.2 However, 

some state and local jurisdictions have chosen to expressly define or limit their roles in 

immigration enforcement and have become known as “sanctuary” jurisdictions. The critics of 

sanctuary jurisdictions argue that they limit law enforcement’s abilities and encourage illegal 

immigration. Those who support sanctuary jurisdictions argue that they are necessary to prevent 

local law enforcement resources from being diverted to enforce immigration laws.3 

 

Federal Immigration Law 

The Federal Government’s authority to regulate immigration law is established in the United 

States Constitution. This power is extensive. The Constitution grants Congress the power to 

“establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization,”4 and to “regulate Commerce with foreign 

Nations.”5 Additional authority is found in the Federal Government’s broad powers over foreign 

affairs.6 

 

                                                 
1 U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Enforcement and Removal Operations, Mission, https://www.ice.gov/ero 
2 Congressional Research Service, Sanctuary Jurisdictions and Criminal Aliens: In Brief (Jan. 10, 2017), 

https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/R44118.html#Content. 
3 Id. 
4 U.S. CONST. art. 1, s. 8, cl. 4. 
5 U.S. CONST. art. 1, s. 8, cl. 3. 
6 Toll v. Moreno, 458 U.S. 1 (1982). 
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The individual states are not granted similar powers under the Constitution and they may not 

encroach upon federal authority in this area. When states enact immigration laws, they are often 

challenged on the grounds that the law is preempted by federal law under the Supremacy Clause 

of the Constitution.7 The federal preemption doctrine is a principle of law which holds that 

federal laws take precedence over state laws, and as such, states may not enact laws that are 

inconsistent with the federal law. 

 

Yet, the U.S. Supreme Court has noted that this vast federal power is not without limits. In De 

Canas v. Bica, a 1976 decision, the U.S. Supreme Court held that federal immigration law does 

not inherently preempt state court jurisdiction over all matters involving immigration issues. The 

Court noted that it has never held that every state statute “which in any way deals with aliens is a 

regulation of immigration and thus per se pre-empted by this constitutional power.”8 In Arizona 

v. Unites States,9 a 2012 U.S. Supreme Court ruling, the Court similarly stated that “In 

preemption analysis, courts should assume that ‘the historic police powers of the States’ are not 

superseded ‘unless that was the clear and manifest purpose of Congress.’” 

 

Tenth Amendment and Anti-Commandeering Doctrine 

While the Federal Government has substantial authority to preempt state or local immigration 

regulations, the authority is restricted by the anti-commandeering principles of the Tenth 

Amendment.10 Those principles prevent Congress from “commandeering” or forcing state or 

local governments to implement a federal regulatory program.11 Some state and local 

jurisdictions have relied on this principle to avoid enforcing federal immigration policies and, as 

a result, have established sanctuary jurisdictions.12 

 

Sanctuary Jurisdictions 

Although the term “sanctuary jurisdiction” is not defined in federal statute or regulation, it is 

generally understood to be a jurisdiction that has adopted a law or policy intended to 

significantly limit participation in the enforcement of federal immigration activities. States and 

municipalities have adopted varying degrees of sanctuary policies which have taken on multiple 

forms. Some jurisdictions have adopted “don’t enforce” policies in which law enforcement is 

                                                 
7 U.S. CONST. art. 6. The Supremacy Clause states that the Constitution and federal laws “shall be the supreme Law of the 

Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any state to the 

Contrary notwithstanding.” 
8 De Canas v. Bica, 424 U.S. 351, 355 (1976). 
9 Arizona v. United States, 567 U.S. 387, 400 (2012). See also United States v. California, 314 F. Supp. 3d 1077, 1085 (E.D. 

Cal. 2018) 
10 The Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution provides “The powers not delegated to the United States by the 

Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” 
11 New York v. U.S., 505 U.S. 144, 188 (1992). In weighing whether a federal law that created incentives for states to dispose 

of low-level radioactive waste violated the anti-commandeering doctrine the Court held, “Whatever the outer limits of that 

sovereignty may be, one thing is clear: The Federal Government may not compel the States to enact or administer a federal 

regulatory program.” See also Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898 (1997). The Court has also held that every federal 

requirement imposed on state or local entities is not necessarily a violation of the anti-commandeering doctrine. Some federal 

statutes that require states to collect and report information to federal agencies are acceptable. Reno v. Condon, 

528 U.S 141 (2000). 
12 Sarah S. Herman, Congressional Research Service, State and Local “Sanctuary” Policies Limiting Participation in 

Immigration Enforcement (March 23, 2017), https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/R44795.pdf. 
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restricted from cooperating with federal immigration authorities who are attempting to 

apprehend removable aliens. Other jurisdictions have adopted “don’t ask” policies that restrict 

law enforcement officials from inquiring about someone’s immigration status. Yet other entities 

have adopted “don’t tell” policies that restrict local law enforcement officials from sharing 

information with federal immigration officials. These last measures are primarily directed at 

preventing federal immigration officials from relying on the information to identify and arrest for 

removal aliens who are unlawfully present. Some jurisdictions have even adopted policies that 

prevent law enforcement officials from alerting federal immigration officials about the release 

status of aliens who are incarcerated.13 

 

Sanctuary Jurisdictions in Florida 

It is difficult to determine how many sanctuary jurisdictions, if any, exist in Florida because 

organizations use different criteria for making their determinations. For example, the Federation 

for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) released a list of sanctuary jurisdictions in May 2018 

which stated that, as of April 2018, 12 counties and 3 cities qualified as Florida sanctuary 

jurisdictions.14 The Center for Immigration Studies provided a list of sanctuary jurisdictions, 

updated October 2018, which stated that Alachua and Clay Counties were sanctuary 

jurisdictions.15 

 

Perhaps one of the most objective ways to measure whether an entity is a sanctuary jurisdiction 

is to determine whether it is disqualified from receiving federal criminal justice grant funds due 

to perceived violations of federal immigration law. Those violations generally involve limiting or 

restricting communication and information between a state or local entity and the DHS about an 

immigrant’s status or release. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) serves as the 

state administering agency for the federal Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program.16 According 

to FDLE and the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), Office of Justice Programs, applicants that 

seek grant funding17 from the Department of Justice must submit specific certifications from the 

attorney general and the chief executive officer, which is either the governor or mayor, stating 

that the applicant complies with 8 U.S.C. s. 137318 and does not restrict communications 

                                                 
13 Id. 
14 Federation for American Immigration Reform, Sanctuary Jurisdictions Nearly Double Since President Trump Promised to 

Enforce Our Immigration Laws, 52-55 (May 2018), http://www.fairus.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/Sanctuary-Report-

FINAL-2018.pdf. FAIR stated that it drew its information from resolutions, ordinances, and policy directives as well as 

secondary sources. At that time, and not necessarily currently, the counties listed were Alachua, Bradford, Broward, Flagler, 

Gulf, Highlands, Leon, Palm Beach, Seminole, St. Lucie, Volusia, and Washington. The cities were Key West, St. 

Petersburg, and West Palm Beach. 
15 Center for Immigration Studies, Fact Sheet, Sanctuary Cities, Counties, and States (Oct. 2018), https://cis.org/Fact-

Sheet/Sanctuary-Cities. 
16 Email from Rona Kay Cradit, Bureau Chief, Office of Criminal Justice Grants, Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

(Feb. 5, 2019) (on file with the Senate Committee on Judiciary). 
17 The grants are Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant program, funded through the U.S. Department of Justice, 

the largest source of criminal justice grant funding. 
18 The requirements of 8 U.S.C. s. 1373 have been found unconstitutional by federal district courts with respect to the 

jurisdictions in those cases. However, the issues in those cases are under appeal. See State of New York v. Department of 

Justice, 343 F.Supp.3d 213, (S.D.N.Y. 2018), appeal docketed, No. 19-275 (2nd Cir. Jan. 28, 2019). The text of 

8 U.S.C s. 1373 is as follows: 

§1373. Communication between government agencies and the Immigration and Naturalization 

Service 
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between state and local agencies and DHS entities regarding someone’s citizenship or 

immigration status. Beginning in 2017, the Office of Justice Programs added two requirements 

for applicants to receive grant funding: an award recipient must permit DHS access to 

correctional and detention facilities to meet with an alleged alien to inquire about his or her right 

to be in the country; and an award recipient must also provide DHS a minimum of 48 hours’ 

advance notice concerning the scheduled release time and date of someone in the jurisdiction’s 

custody when DHS requests that notice in order to take the person into custody.19 

 

As of February 5, 2019, FDLE has received 188 executed attorney general certifications and 111 

executed chief executive officer certifications from county and municipal governments.20 In 

essence, these entities are stating that they comply with federal law and do not limit, restrict, or 

prohibit the exchange of information between governmental entities, agencies, or persons 

concerning the citizenship or immigration status of a person. This is the criteria many groups use 

to determine what constitutes a sanctuary jurisdiction. 

 

Only one Florida municipality, the City of West Palm Beach, appeared on a compliance review 

list released by DOJ in January 2018.21 The city was required to submit documentation to the 

Department of Justice demonstrating whether its employees could communicate with DOJ, DHS, 

ICE, or their agents.22 The City of West Palm Beach now appears on the current FDLE list of 

jurisdictions that have submitted certifications stating that it is in compliance with federal 

immigration laws. 

 

                                                 
(a) In general 

Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal, State, or local law, a Federal, State, or local government 

entity or official may not prohibit, or in any way restrict, any government entity or official from sending to, 

or receiving from, the Immigration and Naturalization Service information regarding the citizenship or 

immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any individual. 

(b) Additional authority of government entities 

Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal, State, or local law, no person or agency may prohibit, or in 

any way restrict, a Federal, State, or local government entity from doing any of the following with respect 

to information regarding the immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any individual: 

(1) Sending such information to, or requesting or receiving such information from, the Immigration and   

Naturalization Service. 

(2) Maintaining such information. 

(3) Exchanging such information with any other Federal, State, or local government entity. 

(c) Obligation to respond to inquiries 

The Immigration and Naturalization Service shall respond to an inquiry by a Federal, State, or local 

government agency, seeking to verify or ascertain the citizenship or immigration status of any individual 

within the jurisdiction of the agency for any purpose authorized by law, by providing the requested 

verification or status information. 
19 U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Overview of Legal Requirements Generally Applicable to OJP 

Grants and Cooperative Agreements – FY 2017 Awards; Alert: New Requirements for Certain FY 2017 Programs (2017), 

https://ojp.gov/funding/Explore/SolicitationRequirements/index.htm. 
20 See Email from Rona Kay Cradit, supra note 16. 
21 Id. 
22 Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, Correspondence to the City of West 

Palm Beach, p. 25-26 (Jan. 24, 2018), https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1028311/download. 
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Immigration Law and Removals 

The Federal Government, through immigration law,23 seeks to control the number and type of 

aliens who are granted permission to enter, remain in the United States, and become citizens. Just 

as the Federal Government has established criteria for entering the country, it has also 

established formal criteria and procedures for removing or deporting an alien from this country 

who has violated the immigration laws. An alien may be removed for a number of reasons, 

including entering the country illegally, remaining longer than a visa authorizes, committing 

marriage fraud to obtain entry, or committing certain crimes.24 

 

Immigration Detainers 

An immigration detainer is a notice that the DHS issues to a law enforcement agency, whether 

federal, state, or local, to notify the agency that ICE intends to take custody of someone in the 

custody of that law enforcement agency. A copy of the federal detainer form currently used by 

the DHS appears at the end of this analysis.25 

 

A detainer serves three purposes: 

 To serve notice to a law enforcement agency that ICE intends to take custody of an alien who 

is in the agency’s custody once he or she is no longer subject to that agency’s detention; 

 To request information from the law enforcement agency concerning the alien’s upcoming 

release so that ICE may gain custody before the alien is released; and 

 To request a law enforcement agency to maintain custody, for no more than 48 hours, of an 

alien who otherwise would be released in order to permit ICE enough time to assume 

custody. The 48 hour period excludes Saturday, Sundays, and holidays.26 

 

According to ICE, detainers are an essential tool ICE needs to identify and remove criminal 

aliens who are currently in the custody of federal, state, or local law enforcement. ICE is 

dependent on state and local law enforcement to cooperate and partner with them in this effort.27 

 

Whether to comply with a federal immigration detainer has been a challenging issue for local 

law enforcement agencies. For many years, sheriffs’ offices simply honored detainers and 

provided the requested information about the detention or upcoming release of someone held in 

custody. In 2014, this changed. Two federal court cases28 questioned the legality of detaining an 

inmate based solely upon a detainer from ICE when there was no accompanying probable cause 

                                                 
23 The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 and its amendments contain the current body of immigration law. It is 

contained in 8 U.S.C.A., Title 8 – Aliens and Nationality. 
24 8 U.S.C. s. 1227. 
25 DHS Form I-247A. 
26 Ice Detainers: Frequently Asked Questions, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (Dec. 28, 2011), 

https://www.ice.gov/ice-detainers-frequently-asked-questions. 
27 Id. The authority to issue a detainer stems from federal regulations found at 8 C.F.R. § 287.7, which arises from the 

Secretary’s power under the Immigration and Nationality Act § 103(a)(3), 8 U.S.C. 1103(a)(3), to issue “regulations … 

necessary to carry out [her] authority” under the INA, and from ICE's general authority to detain individuals who are subject 

to removal or removal proceedings.” 
28 Galarza v. Szalczyk, 745 F. 3d 634 (3d Cir. 2014) and Miranda-Olivares v. Clackamas County, No. 3:12-cv-02317-ST, 

2014 WL 1414305 (D. Ore. April 11, 2014). 
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to support the detention.29 In both cases the plaintiffs were detained pursuant to ICE detention 

orders. Information was provided to the counties which indicated that investigations were being 

undertaken to learn whether the plaintiffs were candidates for removal and deportation. Both 

counties were ultimately held civilly liable for an unlawful seizure, even though the counties 

complied with a federal regulation cited in the detainer form that gave them the apparent 

authority to detain the inmates. Not surprisingly, ICE detainers have been interpreted by federal 

courts to be requests, not mandatory commands that deprive an agency of any discretion whether 

to detain an alien. In Galarza, the court noted that under the Tenth Amendment, immigration 

officials may not command state and local officials to imprison suspected aliens, because doing 

so would be inconsistent with the anti-commandeering principle of the Tenth Amendment.30 

 

New Enforcement Policy Between ICE and 29 Florida Sheriffs 

On January 17, 2018, the ICE office issued a news release announcing that 17 basic ordering 

agreements had been agreed to with sheriffs around the state. The number of agreements is now 

at 29.31 These agreements detail “a new process to clarify that aliens held by these jurisdictions 

are held under the color of federal authority.” As such, the local law enforcement jurisdictions 

receive “liability protection from potential litigation as a result of faithfully executing their 

public safety duties.” The news release stated that sheriffs will no longer have to choose between 

releasing criminal illegal aliens from their custody back into the community or exposing 

themselves to potential civil liability for violating the alien’s civil rights. The participating 

sheriffs will also receive compensation for complying with the detainers.32 

 

Texas Legislation and Litigation 

In 2017, Texas enacted SB 4, a law that, among other things, prohibited local authorities from 

restricting their cooperation or communication with federal immigration enforcement officials 

and directed local law enforcement to comply with ICE detainer requests.33 Several cities moved 

for preliminary injunctive relief before the bill became effective. The plaintiffs challenged the 

bill in Federal District Court on the grounds of federal preemption and violations of First 

Amendment free speech and Fourth Amendment search and seizure protections.34 The court 

granted a preliminary injunction preventing several sections of the law from taking effect. The 

state appealed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit and requested a stay of each 

injunction. The Fifth Circuit ultimately upheld the majority of the statute.35 In a lengthy decision 

the court determined that: 

 Texas was not preempted from enacting the legislation; 

 A requirement that law enforcement agencies comply with an immigration detainer request 

when the agency had custody of a person who was the subject of the detainer was not facially 

unconstitutional; 

                                                 
29 Florida Sheriffs Association, Legal Alert: ICE Detainers (on file with the Senate Committee on Judiciary). 
30 Galarza, 745 F. 3d at 643. 
31 Email from Matt Dunagan, Deputy Executive Director of Operations, Florida Sheriffs Association (Feb. 7, 2019) (on file 

with the Senate committee on Judiciary). 
32 U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, News Releases, ICE, 17 FL Sheriffs Announce New Enforcement Partnership 

(Jan. 17, 2018) https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-17-fl-sheriffs-announce-new-enforcement-partnership. 
33 Texas Senate Bill 4 (2017-2018), https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/SB4/2017. 
34 City of El Cenizo, et al., v. State of Texas, et. al., 264 F. Supp. 3d 744 (2017). 
35 City of El Cenizo, et al., v. State of Texas, et al., 890 F. 3d 164 (2018). 
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 The Fourth Amendment prohibition against unlawful search and seizure did not require 

probable cause of criminality in order to detain someone in the context of immigration law; 

and 

 The Texas constitution did not prevent the state from pre-empting the home-rule authority of 

cities when it passed the law. 

 

The City of El Cenizo opinion, the case upholding Texas SB 4, has been somewhat distinguished 

by other cases, one of which is a Florida federal district case in Miami that is still in the 

discovery stage.36 In that case, the plaintiffs, comprised of aliens and immigrant advocacy 

groups, brought an action against Miami-Dade County and alleged that the county violated their 

civil rights under the Fourth Amendment when it arrested them based upon an ICE detainer 

request and without probable cause to believe that they had committed a crime. Miami-Dade 

County moved to dismiss the plaintiffs’ case. The court concluded that it “does not find the 

analysis in EL Cenizo persuasive or helpful . . .” and ruled that the plaintiffs had alleged enough 

facts under the Fourth Amendment to withstand a complete motion to dismiss. This case is 

ongoing. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

CS/CS/SB 168 seeks to ensure that state and local entities and law enforcement agencies 

cooperate with the Federal Government to enforce, and not obstruct, immigration laws. In its 

most general terms, the bill prohibits sanctuary jurisdictions and requires state and local entities 

to comply with federal immigration detainers. The bill creates Ch. 908 of the Florida Statutes, ss. 

908.101 through 908.109, F.S., entitled “Federal Immigration Enforcement.” 

 

Findings and Intent (s. 908.101, F.S.) 

The Legislature finds that it is an important state interest to cooperate and assist the Federal 

Government as it seeks to enforce federal immigration laws throughout the state. 

 

Sanctuary Policies are Prohibited (s. 908.103, F.S.) 

A state entity, law enforcement agency, or local governmental entity is prohibited from adopting 

or having a sanctuary policy. A sanctuary policy is generally defined as a law or policy which 

contravenes 8 U.S.C. s. 1373(a) or (b), by: 

 Prohibiting or restricting information between a federal, state, or local government agency 

and the Immigration and Naturalization Service regarding the citizenship or immigration 

status of an individual; or 

 Prohibiting or restricting a Federal, state, or local government entity from sending, 

requesting, receiving, maintaining, or exchanging information regarding the immigration 

status of an individual to, or from, the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

 

Additionally, a sanctuary policy means a policy which knowingly prohibits or impedes a law 

enforcement agency from communicating or cooperating with a federal immigration agency with 

                                                 
36 C.F.C. et al., v. Miami-Dade County, 2018 WL 6616030. 
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regard to federal immigration enforcement, including, but not limited to, limiting or preventing a 

law enforcement agency from: 

 Complying with an immigration detainer; 

 Complying with a request from a federal immigration agency to notify the agency before the 

release of an inmate or detainee in its custody; 

 Providing a federal immigration agency access to an inmate for an interview; 

 Participating in any program or agreement authorized under section 287 of the Immigration 

and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. s. 1357;37 or 

 Providing a federal immigration agency with an inmate’s incarceration status or release date. 

 

Cooperation with Federal Immigration Authorities (s. 908.104, F.S.) 

A law enforcement agency must use its best efforts to support the enforcement of federal 

immigration law. However, this requirement only applies to an official, representative, agent, or 

employee when he or she is acting within the scope of official duties or scope of employment. 

 

The bill prohibits a state entity, local governmental entity, or law enforcement agency, except 

where provided by federal law, from restricting a law enforcement agency’s ability to: 

 Send information regarding a person’s immigration status to, or requesting, receiving, or 

reviewing that information from a federal immigration agency; 

 Record and maintain immigration status information for purposes of the act; 

 Exchange immigration status information with a federal immigration agency, state entity, 

local governmental entity, or law enforcement agency; 

 Use the immigration information to comply with an immigration detainer; or 

 Use the immigration information to confirm the identity of a person who is detained by a law 

enforcement agency. 

 

Criminal Cases 

The bill requires a judge in a criminal case to order a secure correctional facility where the 

defendant is to be confined to reduce a defendant’s sentence by not more than 7 days if the 

facility determines that the reduction will facilitate the defendant’s seamless transfer into federal 

custody if he or she is subject to an immigration detainer. The judge must indicate on the record 

that the defendant is subject to an immigration detainer or otherwise indicate that the defendant 

is subject to transfer into federal custody when making the order. If a judge does not have this 

information at the time of sentencing, but a law enforcement agency receives the information 

after sentencing, the law enforcement agency must notify the judge and he or she must issue the 

order to the secure correctional facility as soon as the information becomes available. 

                                                 
37 This program, known as the 287(g) program, is a partnership venture that involves a delegation of federal authority to a 

state or local law enforcement entity. The program allows the state or local entity to enter into a memorandum of agreement, 

thereby forming a partnership with ICE, to permit designated law enforcement officers, who are specially trained and 

supervised, to perform the functions of immigration law enforcement within their respective jurisdictions. The ICE website 

states that the sheriff’s offices of Clay, Collier, Hernando, and Pasco counties, as well as the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, 

have these mutually signed agreements in force. U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Delegation of Immigration 

Authority Section 287(g) Immigration and Nationality Act (rev. July 10, 2018), https://www.ice.gov/287g.  
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Transport 

When a county correctional facility or the Department of Corrections receives verification from a 

federal immigration agency that a person subject to an immigration detainer is in its custody the 

agency may securely transport the person to a federal facility in this state or to a point of transfer 

to federal custody outside the jurisdiction of the agency. However, the law enforcement agency 

may transport the alien only when authorized by a court order unless the transportation will 

happen within the 7-day time period mentioned above. The law enforcement agency must first 

obtain judicial authorization before transporting the alien outside of the state. 

 

Victims or Witnesses 

The cooperation and support requirements in this section do not require a state entity, local 

governmental entity, or law enforcement agency to provide a federal immigration agency with 

information related to a victim or witness to a criminal offense if the victim or witness timely 

cooperates in good faith in the investigation or prosecution of the crime. A victim or witness’s 

cooperation must be documented in the entity’s or agency’s investigative records, and the entity 

or agency must retain the records for at least 10 years for the purposes of audit, verification, or 

inspection by the Auditor General. 

 

Duties Related to Immigration Detainers (s. 908.105 F.S.) 

The bill establishes the duties of a law enforcement agency when it has custody of someone 

subject to an immigration detainer. If an agency has custody of a person subject to a detainer, the 

agency must: 

 Inform the judge who is authorized to grant or deny bail that the person is subject to a 

detainer; 

 Record the detainer information in the person’s case file; and 

 Comply with the requests made in the detainer after determining that the detainer is 

consistent with the requirements set forth in s. 908.102, F.S., as explained above. 

 

A law enforcement agency is not required to perform the three duties listed above for a person 

who is transferred from another law enforcement agency if the previous agency performed the 

duty before transferring custody. Additionally, a judge who receives notice that someone is 

subject to an immigration detainer must cause the detainer information to be recorded in the 

court record, regardless of whether the detainer notice is received before or after a judgment is 

rendered in the case. 

 

Reimbursement of Costs (s. 908.106, F.S.) 

The bill requires each county correctional facility to enter into an agreement with a federal 

immigration agency for the temporary housing and payment of the costs of persons who are the 

subject of immigration detainers.  Those agreements may be basic ordering agreements, 

agreements authorized by section 287 of the Immigration and Nationality Act38 or successor or 

similar acts. 

 

                                                 
38 See note 37 supra. 
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Enforcement (s. 908.107, F.S.)  

The bill authorizes the Attorney General to institute a civil action against any state entity, local 

government entity, or law enforcement agency for a violation of this law or to prevent a violation 

of the law. The civil action may be an action for an injunction or any other appropriate orders or 

relief. 

 

When a court determines, either through adjudication or a consent decree, that a state entity, 

local governmental entity, or law enforcement agency has violated this act, the court must enjoin 

the unlawful sanctuary policy. The court retains continuing jurisdiction over the parties and 

subject matter and may initiate contempt proceedings to enforce its orders. An order that 

approves a consent decree or grants an injunction must contain written findings of fact that 

specifically describe the sanctuary policy that violates the prohibition against sanctuary 

jurisdictions. 

 

Education Records (s. 908.108, F.S.) 

The bill provides that it does not apply to the release of education records of an educational 

agency or institution, unless that release conforms to the provisions of the Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. For purposes of that act, education records mean those records, 

files, documents, and other materials which contain information directly related to a student and 

are maintained by an educational agency or institution or by a person acting for the agency or 

institution. Education records do not include records of instructional, supervisory, and 

administrative personnel, records maintained by a law enforcement unit of the educational 

agency or institution, certain employment records for people who are not in attendance at the 

agency or institution, and medical or psychological records used in treating a student.39 

 

Discrimination Is Prohibited (s. 908.109, F.S.) 

The bill prohibits discrimination based upon a person’s gender, race, religion, national origin, or 

physical disability, except as authorized by the United States Constitution or State Constitution. 

 

Repeal of Sanctuary Policies Required (Section 2) 

Any sanctuary policy, as defined in the bill, in effect on the effective date of the act must be 

repealed within 90 days after the act’s effective date. 

 

Effective Dates 

The act takes effect on July 1, 2019, but the section pertaining to enforcement contained in 

s. 908.107, F.S., takes effect on October 1, 2019. 

                                                 
39 20 U.S.C. 1232g(a)(4)(A) and (B). 
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IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

It appears that the bill, by requiring counties and municipalities to comply with 

immigration detainers, requires a “county or municipality to spend funds or to take an 

action requiring the expenditure of funds” as described in Article VII, section 18 of the 

Florida Constitution. 

 

Article VII, section 18, subsection (a) of the Florida Constitution provides in part that a 

county or municipality may not be bound by a general law requiring the county or 

municipality to spend funds or to take an action that requires the expenditure of funds 

unless the law fulfills an important state interest and a listed exception is met. 

 

Additionally, Article VII, section 18, subsection (d) provides eight exemptions, which, if 

any single one is met, exempt the law from the limitations on mandates. One of the 

exemptions applies when the law has an “insignificant fiscal impact.” At this time, 

whether the fiscal impact is insignificant or significant cannot be known. The bill requires 

each county correctional facility to enter into an agreement with a federal immigration 

agency for the payment of the costs of temporarily housing and detaining persons who 

are the subject of an immigration detainer. It is unknown if these agreements will 

completely cover the costs of detaining people. Many sheriffs’ offices have already 

entered into basic ordering agreements with the Federal Government and are reimbursed 

for housing inmates, pursuant to a detainer, at a rate of $50 for up to 48 hours of 

detention. If the person is not held for very long, arguably, the sheriff’s office could 

profit, depending on what it costs to hold someone. If, in contrast, a person is held for the 

full 48 hours, the costs might result in a loss, depending on what reimbursement costs are 

negotiated. There is no data available yet to answer this concern. 

 

Article VII, section 18, subsection (a) also provides that a mandate may be binding if the 

Legislature determines that the law fulfills an important state interest and is approved by 

two-thirds vote of the membership in each house. If the bill does have a significant fiscal 

impact and another exemption or exception in Article VII, section 18 does not apply, the 

bill must be approved by two-thirds vote of each chamber to be binding upon the counties 

and municipalities. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 
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E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

This bill has provisions that are similar to Texas Senate Bill 4, enacted in 2017. That bill 

among other things, prohibited local authorities from restricting cooperation or 

communication with federal immigration enforcement officials and directed local law 

enforcement agencies to comply with ICE detainers.40 Several cities moved for 

preliminary injunctive relief before the bill became effective, alleging that the bill 

violated Fourth Amendment search and seizure protections among other things.41 When 

the case, City of El Cenizo v. State of Texas, reached the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

Fifth Circuit, the court upheld the majority of the statute.42 In a lengthy decision, the 

court determined that: 

 Texas was not preempted by federal law from enacting the legislation; 

 A requirement that law enforcement agencies comply with an immigration detainer 

when the agency had custody of a person who was the subject of the detainer was not 

facially unconstitutional; and 

 The Fourth Amendment prohibition against unlawful search and seizure did not 

require probable cause of criminality in order to detain someone in the context of 

immigration law. 

 

Notwithstanding the Fifth Circuit’s El Cenizo opinion, there are a number of federal court 

opinions holding that ICE detainers alone are not sufficient authority for a state or local 

government entity to detain a person. However, many of these cases may be 

distinguishable from litigation that may result from CS/SB 168. 

 

The main distinguishing feature may be the fact that the cases predate significant changes 

to ICE detainer policies made in April 2017. Under the new policies, ICE detainers must 

be accompanied by an administrative arrest warrant and include a probable cause 

determination.43 Other court opinions involving ICE detainers have found that local law 

enforcement agencies were without authority under state law to comply with an 

immigration detainer. But, CS/SB 168 clearly authorizes compliance with immigration 

detainers and ICE warrants. 

 

Nonetheless, a federal district court in Miami in C.F.C. v. Miami-Dade County issued an 

“Order on Defendant’s Motion to Dismiss” in which the court determined that “Plaintiffs 

have alleged plausible facts to support their contention that the County violated their 

Fourth Amendment rights when it arrested [them] based on a detainer and without 

probable cause that either of them had committed a crime.”44 This case, however, is not 

final and it remains in the discovery stage. 

                                                 
40 Texas Senate Bill 4 (2017-2018), https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/SB4/2017. 
41 City of El Cenizo, et al., v. State of Texas, et. al., 264 F. Supp. 3d 744 (2017). 
42 City of El Cenizo, et al., v. State of Texas, et al., 890 F. 3d 164 (2018). 
43 Creedle v. Miami-Dade County, 349 F.Supp.3d 1276, at *9 (S.D. Fla. 2018). 
44 C.F.C. v. Miami-Dade County, 349 F.Supp.3d 1236 (S.D. Fla. 2018). 
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The fiscal impact to state and local governments is indeterminate. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes:  908.101, 908.102, 908.103, 

908.104, 908.105, 908.106, 908.107, 908.108, and 908.109. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS/CS by Infrastructure and Security on March 12, 2019: 

The CS/CS incorporates a technical amendment to insert a title, “Federal Immigration 

Enforcement,” for the newly created chapter of law. 

 

CS by Judiciary on February 19, 2019: 

The committee substitute significantly reduces the scope of the underlying bill. The 

committee substitute removes the provisions pertaining to: the duty of a law enforcement 

agency to determine an arrested person’s immigration status at the time of booking; the 

duty of officials to report violations of the act and the ensuing possibility that they might 

be suspended or removed from office for not reporting violations; the requirement that 

the Attorney General provide a format for complaints alleging violations of the act; the 

responsibility of the state attorney to investigate and pursue complaints of violations; 

financial penalties for having sanctuary policies; the creation of a civil cause of action for 

injuries or wrongful death attributed to a sanctuary policy; and the ineligibility of entities 

to receive state grant funding if the entity had a sanctuary policy in effect. The committee 

substitute adds a provision that requires agencies to enter into agreements with federal 

entities to recover costs for detaining aliens. The committee substitute also adds a 
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provision specifying that a detainer must be accompanied by a particular form of federal 

warrant to be sufficient. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 
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The Committee on Infrastructure and Security (Taddeo) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 183 - 197 3 

and insert: 4 

(5) A state entity, local governmental entity, or law 5 

enforcement agency implementing this act has an affirmative duty 6 

to inquire as to whether a person is a victim of or a witness to 7 

a criminal offense, and, if so, the victim or the witness is not 8 

subject to this act. 9 

 10 
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================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 11 

And the title is amended as follows: 12 

Delete lines 18 - 21 13 

and insert: 14 

circumstances; providing that certain entities or 15 

agencies have an affirmative duty to inquire as to 16 

whether a person is a victim of or a witness to a 17 

criminal offense; providing that such victims or 18 

witnesses are not subject to the act; specifying 19 
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The Committee on Infrastructure and Security (Taddeo) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 248 - 252 3 

and insert: 4 

908.108 Educational facilities or institutions.—This 5 

chapter does not apply to a law enforcement agency or a local 6 

governmental entity while such agency or entity is operating at 7 

any educational facility or institution. 8 

 9 
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And the title is amended as follows: 11 

Delete lines 25 - 26 12 

and insert: 13 

providing for injunctive relief; providing for 14 

applicability to law enforcement agencies or local 15 

governmental entities operating at certain educational 16 

facilities or institutions; 17 
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The Committee on Infrastructure and Security (Gruters) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment  1 

 2 

Delete line 36 3 

and insert: 4 

FEDERAL IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT 5 

908.101 Legislative findings and intent.—The Legislature  6 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to federal immigration enforcement; 2 

creating chapter 908, F.S., relating to federal 3 

immigration enforcement; providing legislative 4 

findings and intent; providing definitions; 5 

prohibiting sanctuary policies; requiring state 6 

entities, local governmental entities, and law 7 

enforcement agencies to use best efforts to support 8 

the enforcement of federal immigration law; 9 

prohibiting restrictions by the entities and agencies 10 

on taking certain actions with respect to information 11 

regarding a person’s immigration status; providing 12 

requirements concerning certain criminal defendants 13 

subject to immigration detainers or otherwise subject 14 

to transfer to federal custody; authorizing a law 15 

enforcement agency to transport an alien unlawfully 16 

present in the United States under certain 17 

circumstances; providing an exception to reporting 18 

requirements for crime victims or witnesses; requiring 19 

recordkeeping relating to crime victim and witness 20 

cooperation in certain investigations; specifying 21 

duties concerning immigration detainers; requiring 22 

county correctional facilities to enter agreements for 23 

payments for complying with immigration detainers; 24 

providing for injunctive relief; providing for 25 

applicability to certain education records; 26 

prohibiting discrimination on specified grounds; 27 

providing for implementation; requiring repeal of 28 

existing sanctuary policies within a specified period; 29 

Florida Senate - 2019 CS for SB 168 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

590-02493-19 2019168c1 

 Page 2 of 10  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

providing effective dates. 30 

  31 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 32 

 33 

Section 1. Chapter 908, Florida Statutes, consisting of 34 

sections 908.101-908.109, is created to read: 35 

908.101 Legislative findings and intent.—The Legislature 36 

finds that it is an important state interest to cooperate and 37 

assist the federal government in the enforcement of federal 38 

immigration laws within this state. 39 

908.102 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term: 40 

(1) “Federal immigration agency” means the United States 41 

Department of Justice and the United States Department of 42 

Homeland Security, a division within such an agency, including 43 

United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement and United 44 

States Customs and Border Protection, any successor agency, and 45 

any other federal agency charged with the enforcement of 46 

immigration law. The term includes an official or employee of 47 

such an agency. 48 

(2) “Immigration detainer” means a facially sufficient 49 

written or electronic request issued by a federal immigration 50 

agency using that agency’s official form to request that another 51 

law enforcement agency detain a person based on probable cause 52 

to believe that the person to be detained is a removable alien 53 

under federal immigration law, including detainers issued 54 

pursuant to 8 U.S.C. ss. 1226 and 1357 along with a warrant 55 

described in paragraph (c). For purposes of this subsection, an 56 

immigration detainer is deemed facially sufficient if: 57 

(a) The federal immigration agency’s official form is 58 
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complete and indicates on its face that the federal immigration 59 

official has probable cause to believe that the person to be 60 

detained is a removable alien under federal immigration law; or 61 

(b) The federal immigration agency’s official form is 62 

incomplete and fails to indicate on its face that the federal 63 

immigration official has probable cause to believe that the 64 

person to be detained is a removable alien under federal 65 

immigration law, but is supported by an affidavit, order, or 66 

other official documentation that indicates that the federal 67 

immigration agency has probable cause to believe that the person 68 

to be detained is a removable alien under federal immigration 69 

law; and 70 

(c) The federal immigration agency supplies with its 71 

detention request a Form I-200 Warrant for Arrest of Alien or a 72 

Form I-205 Warrant of Removal/Deportation or a successor warrant 73 

or other warrant authorized by federal law. 74 

(3) “Inmate” means a person in the custody of a law 75 

enforcement agency. 76 

(4) “Law enforcement agency” means an agency in this state 77 

charged with enforcement of state, county, municipal, or federal 78 

laws or with managing custody of detained persons in the state 79 

and includes municipal police departments, sheriff’s offices, 80 

state police departments, state university and college police 81 

departments, county correctional agencies, and the Department of 82 

Corrections. The term includes an official or employee of such 83 

an agency. 84 

(5) “Local governmental entity” means any county, 85 

municipality, or other political subdivision of this state. The 86 

term includes a person holding public office or having official 87 
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duties as a representative, agent, or employee of the entity. 88 

(6) “Sanctuary policy” means a law, policy, practice, 89 

procedure, or custom adopted or permitted by a state entity, 90 

local governmental entity, or law enforcement agency which 91 

contravenes 8 U.S.C. s. 1373(a) or (b) or which knowingly 92 

prohibits or impedes a law enforcement agency from communicating 93 

or cooperating with a federal immigration agency with respect to 94 

federal immigration enforcement, including, but not limited to, 95 

limiting a law enforcement agency in, or prohibiting such agency 96 

from: 97 

(a) Complying with an immigration detainer; 98 

(b) Complying with a request from a federal immigration 99 

agency to notify the agency before the release of an inmate or 100 

detainee in the custody of the law enforcement agency; 101 

(c) Providing a federal immigration agency access to an 102 

inmate for interview; 103 

(d) Participating in any program or agreement authorized 104 

under section 287 of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 105 

U.S.C. s. 1357; or 106 

(e) Providing a federal immigration agency with an inmate’s 107 

incarceration status or release date. 108 

(7) “State entity” means the state or any office, board, 109 

bureau, commission, department, branch, division, or institution 110 

thereof, including institutions within the State University 111 

System and the Florida College System. The term includes a 112 

person holding public office or having official duties as a 113 

representative, agent, or employee of the entity. 114 

908.103 Sanctuary policies prohibited.—A state entity, law 115 

enforcement agency, or local governmental entity may not adopt 116 
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or have in effect a sanctuary policy. 117 

908.104 Cooperation with federal immigration authorities.— 118 

(1) A law enforcement agency shall use best efforts to 119 

support the enforcement of federal immigration law. This 120 

subsection applies to an official, representative, agent, or 121 

employee of the entity or agency only when he or she is acting 122 

within the scope of his or her official duties or within the 123 

scope of his or her employment. 124 

(2) Except as otherwise expressly prohibited by federal 125 

law, a state entity, local governmental entity, or law 126 

enforcement agency may not prohibit or in any way restrict a law 127 

enforcement agency from taking any of the following actions with 128 

respect to information regarding a person’s immigration status: 129 

(a) Sending the information to or requesting, receiving, or 130 

reviewing the information from a federal immigration agency for 131 

purposes of this chapter. 132 

(b) Recording and maintaining the information for purposes 133 

of this chapter. 134 

(c) Exchanging the information with a federal immigration 135 

agency or another state entity, local governmental entity, or 136 

law enforcement agency for purposes of this chapter. 137 

(d) Using the information to comply with an immigration 138 

detainer. 139 

(e) Using the information to confirm the identity of a 140 

person who is detained by a law enforcement agency. 141 

(3)(a) For purposes of this subsection the term “applicable 142 

criminal case” means a criminal case in which: 143 

1. The judgment requires the defendant to be confined in a 144 

secure correctional facility; and 145 
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2. The judge: 146 

a. Indicates in the record under s. 908.105 that the 147 

defendant is subject to an immigration detainer; or 148 

b. Otherwise indicates in the record that the defendant is 149 

subject to a transfer into federal custody. 150 

(b) In an applicable criminal case, when the judge 151 

sentences a defendant who is the subject of an immigration 152 

detainer to confinement, the judge shall issue an order 153 

requiring the secure correctional facility in which the 154 

defendant is to be confined to reduce the defendant’s sentence 155 

by a period of not more than 7 days on the facility’s 156 

determination that the reduction in sentence will facilitate the 157 

seamless transfer of the defendant into federal custody. For 158 

purposes of this paragraph, the term “secure correctional 159 

facility” means a state correctional institution as defined in 160 

s. 944.02 or a county detention facility or a municipal 161 

detention facility as defined in s. 951.23. 162 

(c) If the information specified in sub-subparagraph 163 

(a)2.a. or sub-subparagraph (a)2.b. is not available at the time 164 

the sentence is pronounced in the case, but is received by a law 165 

enforcement agency afterwards, the law enforcement agency shall 166 

notify the judge who shall issue the order described by 167 

paragraph (b) as soon as the information becomes available. 168 

(4) When a county correctional facility or the Department 169 

of Corrections receives verification from a federal immigration 170 

agency that a person subject to an immigration detainer is in 171 

the law enforcement agency’s custody, the agency may securely 172 

transport the person to a federal facility in this state or to 173 

another point of transfer to federal custody outside the 174 
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jurisdiction of the law enforcement agency. However, the law 175 

enforcement agency may transport a person who is subject to an 176 

immigration detainer and is confined in a secure correctional 177 

facility only upon authorization by a court order unless the 178 

transportation will occur within the 7 day period under 179 

subsection (3). A law enforcement agency shall obtain judicial 180 

authorization before securely transporting an alien to a point 181 

of transfer outside of this state. 182 

(5) This section does not require a state entity, local 183 

governmental entity, or law enforcement agency to provide a 184 

federal immigration agency with information related to a victim 185 

of or a witness to a criminal offense if the victim or witness 186 

timely and in good faith responds to the entity’s or agency’s 187 

request for information and cooperation in the investigation or 188 

prosecution of the offense. 189 

(6) A state entity, local governmental entity, or law 190 

enforcement agency that, pursuant to subsection (5), withholds 191 

information regarding the immigration information of a victim of 192 

or witness to a criminal offense shall document the victim’s or 193 

witness’s cooperation in the entity’s or agency’s investigative 194 

records related to the offense and shall retain the records for 195 

at least 10 years for the purpose of audit, verification, or 196 

inspection by the Auditor General. 197 

908.105 Duties related to immigration detainers.— 198 

(1) A law enforcement agency that has custody of a person 199 

subject to an immigration detainer issued by a federal 200 

immigration agency shall: 201 

(a) Provide to the judge authorized to grant or deny the 202 

person’s release on bail under chapter 903 notice that the 203 
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person is subject to an immigration detainer. 204 

(b) Record in the person’s case file that the person is 205 

subject to an immigration detainer. 206 

(c) Upon determining that the immigration detainer is in 207 

accordance with s. 908.102(2), comply with the requests made in 208 

the immigration detainer. 209 

(2) A law enforcement agency is not required to perform a 210 

duty imposed by paragraph (1)(a) or paragraph (1)(b) with 211 

respect to a person who is transferred to the custody of the 212 

agency by another law enforcement agency if the transferring 213 

agency performed that duty before the transfer. 214 

(3) A judge who receives notice that a person is subject to 215 

an immigration detainer shall cause the fact to be recorded in 216 

the court record, regardless of whether the notice is received 217 

before or after a judgment in the case. 218 

908.106 Reimbursement of costs.—Each county correctional 219 

facility shall enter into an agreement or agreements with a 220 

federal immigration agency for temporarily housing persons who 221 

are the subject of immigration detainers and for the payment of 222 

the costs of housing and detaining those persons. A compliant 223 

agreement may include any contract between a correctional 224 

facility and a federal immigration agency for housing or 225 

detaining persons subject to immigration detainers, such as 226 

basic ordering agreements in effect on or after July 1, 2019, 227 

agreements authorized by section 287 of the Immigration and 228 

Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. s. 1357, or successor agreements and 229 

other similar agreements authorized by federal law. 230 

908.107 Enforcement.— 231 

(1) The Attorney General may institute a civil action 232 
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against any state entity, local government entity, or law 233 

enforcement agency for a violation of this chapter or to prevent 234 

a violation of this chapter. An action for relief may include an 235 

action for an injunction or any other appropriate orders or 236 

relief. Upon adjudication by the court or as provided in a 237 

consent decree declaring that a state entity, local governmental 238 

entity, or law enforcement agency has violated this chapter, the 239 

court shall enjoin the unlawful sanctuary policy. The court has 240 

continuing jurisdiction over the parties and subject matter and 241 

may enforce its orders with the initiation of contempt 242 

proceedings as provided by law. 243 

(2) An order approving a consent decree or granting an 244 

injunction must include written findings of fact that describe 245 

with specificity the existence and nature of the sanctuary 246 

policy that is in violation of s. 908.103. 247 

908.108 Education records.—This chapter does not apply to 248 

the release of information contained in education records of an 249 

educational agency or institution, except in conformity with the 250 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, 20 U.S.C. s. 251 

1232g. 252 

908.109 Discrimination prohibited.—A state entity, a local 253 

governmental entity, or a law enforcement agency, or a person 254 

employed by or otherwise under the direction or control of the 255 

entity or agency, may not base its actions under this chapter on 256 

the gender, race, religion, national origin, or physical 257 

disability of a person except to the extent authorized by the 258 

United States Constitution or the State Constitution. 259 

Section 2. A sanctuary policy, as defined in s. 908.102, 260 

Florida Statutes, that is in effect on the effective date of 261 
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this act violates the public policy of this state and must be 262 

repealed within 90 days after that date. 263 

Section 3. Section 908.107, Florida Statutes, as created by 264 

this act, shall take effect October 1, 2019, and, except as 265 

otherwise expressly provided in this act, this act shall take 266 

effect July 1, 2019. 267 
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Zip

Waive Speaking:   In Support   I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic

Name u_

Job Title

Address

St% Ikka  
City State

Speaking: 1 [ For   Against 1 1 Information

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

o S(  L(a M .
Street " 7 T

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking:   In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ives No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at iis
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

itLiri
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

h itofe
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic    13 . -- r, 

Name

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

/

Job Title  Pi x   6, l )Ax  iVserx& r

Address i f i     sh  
StreetStreet

City ;
-7*-  

v iiy

Speaking:   For |~] Against I I
State

Information

Phone

Email
Zip

Representing

Waive Spea ing: CZ] In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

/ n /

Appearing at request of Chair: I Wes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | Ives   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.
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The Florida Senate

I fa) Zr/f
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) <?5/S75 Ibi

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name

rK /i-l   /vv    a.

/yui t-j 

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title  >>€€€ I

Address    PhoneS7  </ / £. F/ 
Email

City J  ' State

Speaking:  Tor Against | [ Information

Representing  l . - /\/ 

Zip P LJ

Waive Speaking: F] In Support 1 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: | | Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 1 Fes
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)  

\U 8
Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic  

Name fS (VQC  fe \r.r>n

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address 1455    qqa s 
Street

Doxif.f YL

Phone

Email

Speaking

City / State

For LU Against | |
Zip

Information Waive Speaking: dZi In Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing fdv V"  C f\ 6 V\Q\ \(SCX

Appearing at request of Chair: I 1 Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes )  No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

I APPEARANCE RECORD
j'j   j JCj (De|iver BOTH copi®8 of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)  

Meeting Date

i is> I st y . ..
-f  i gfff

Bill Number (if applicable)

A end ent Barcode (if applicable)

Name s

Job Title

Address UAlLli  L
Street

1J/ 
State

Speaking: [fc For I 1 A ainst I Information

Representing

Phone   S S  

Email / m / i  y  g yv?

Waive Speaking: [ ]ln Support l~ I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: E  Yes  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:    Yes EH  

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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Meeting Date

Topic _

The Florida Senate

APPEARA CE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator.or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name m'M fYlunc?

Job Title  1/)   x     ()€) O {n CI f- f ~k6 

Address £>\$fa\fY)e ,D)v
Street

Phone f fVO _l/
I ) MM . Email.

City

Speaking:   For

Representing

Against

State

I I Information
Zip

Waive Speaking:  In Support Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

hrfa X iihlAVd l  
Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes   .No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) St l£f

Meeting Date

Topic

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name Ccflfcfcj
Job Title 5 / j l f o I Con   / cf
Address IM t  CD*  b

Street

lAiifO
city,

FT
Speaking:ing:   For 1 [Against 1 1

State

Information

Phone

Email

$ S O'-' J/ 

Zip

Waive Speaking: CZI In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: I Ives I Ino Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes   No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to t e Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

/ ¦ f? i r

Meetimg Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Name , /    

Job Title , /• •

Address ~  Phone   *< /    
Street

x - f i. Email.
City

Speaking: EZI For
State

Against [ ZI Information
Zip  

Waive Speaking: I l In Su port l   l A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes O No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 1 Ives No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting  - 

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Name hM/. V 
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title J —     

Address
Str  t
1     lift

City

Speaking: For Against

yi.  
jfafe Zip l

Phone

Email
State

Information Waive Speaking: In Support /N Against

Representing f/, I   Cn
(TheCh ir will read this information intothe ecord.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes I 1 No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) I  

M eting bate

Topic

Name

b k (o o
lO  L

Job Title

Address

X Q   • i

ld  
Street

Speaking

City /   > State

:) OF r  ainst C  Information
\ /

Representing

b ii t
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email
Zip X

Waive Speaking: [~] In Support J_ Against
(The Chair will read this information into me record.)

Appearing at r quest of Chair: O Yes O No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Q Yes O No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Mepting Date

C'  !  ' Q
D A i O

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic   1

Name iClf l Q   0 -

Job Title
1

l

Address A ?)r  \I6- a * Phone
Street

\j  \ \  \ u-a. \ GQ i Email

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

2
.. 

Speaking

City

1  C For' Against)

State

I I Information

Zip

Waive Speaking: C  In Support / Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

_r """*

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes    No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Oves O No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deli er BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic S fi i ft
Name id 1)101   fh/xlr O 1°

Job Title

Address Sf  NC Tw
Street

(F 33 33  
City A State Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone qsH-Dq-OMSO

Email nci bb cdM

Speaking; For gainst | Information Waive Speaking:   In Support I 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes  no Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I Ino
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the  ublic record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) |

Meeting Date'

Topic £

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
- • • I

Name iklcr 

Job Title ,7 /r r 

Address  \l  M ,4 f/ l>A r% Phone ~Q>S7
Street

\L Email 331 § c  H-V*
City

Speaking: For Against

State

| | Information

Zip J    

Waive Speaking: | I In Support   Against

Reoresentino f

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ives X" No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

Job Title GbhOA uA?

S  lip

'Jri

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Ocoft  u
Address

Street

City
£ 

State

_____ Phone 17Z 177 7

Email j?

Speaking: E  For EZI Against I I Information Waive Speaking:  Zi In Support [X] Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing ri W 1 rV\ T wr m{    

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes I 1 No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

v Mf
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

SJ    
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic  \ ki\/N\    

Name _

Job Title _   A ii

Address
Street (

0   H\ do
City v

FL
State

Speaking:  For   Against | |Information

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email  V\A U  
Zip

Waive Speaking: E  In Support

)

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

M i (*  5
Against

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Lobbyist registered with Legislature:
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the  ublic record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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Meeting Date  

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

)B  
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic  13 i £  

Name Cvv v io

Job Title  

Address  O  TarmYlK l.m 
Street

/lul vYVfCity J! state

Speaking: L 1 For   Against 1 1 Information

Representing Palli   

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes [ | No

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone - 6Ho J

3  W Email 
Zip

Waive Speaking: I I In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes xNo

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

; i

i -
Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name
V

i .*

* , C s .

t~   > J   *

Job Title ({YA 
i.

-   ~4
>

'   

J

/  

Address  r|  \ \ v v, 
(\   -1 -

r Phone f Ty t  '. .
Street f

f   1 * r  
, i-

i, It S' r . " -  Email i'JT/  V: y-\ ,   b
City

-/
State i  Zip

Speaking: For

Representing

Against u Information

v

Waive Speaking: L_J In Support   l Against
(The Chair will read this information intome record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: |  |Yesv[Z]No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)
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\7.ba ?
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

'eeting Dfafe Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Street

Email
City State Zip

Speaking: [ For J Against | [information

Representing  1   

Waive Speaking: In Support I I Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I Ives   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes  No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

•ahSiUq
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic D&         Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name Prrwv a w-

Job Title < cx\-a

Address A iT ME 0.   S-L Phone 50S
Street

- I  a "f L Email
City State

Speaking: [ jpor [ Against | |Information

Zip

Waive Speaking: In Support L J Against0Agair
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing Mfc
Appearing at request of Chair: | | Yes l~~lNo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Dves  No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic rV-f TC CfO-ViO  

Name M  hi or

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title   

Address
Street,

tgVm pf3

Phone

Email
City State

Speaking: EZ1 For   Against I I Information
Zip

Waive Speaking: \   In Support i l Against
(The Chair will read this information mto the record.)

Representing  

Appearing at request of Chair: Lobbyist registered with Legislature:

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



APPEARANCE
> / / (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate2/n- / on

Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
3s of this form to the S nator nr  enate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

TopiG   \ C /~Q  \ D  7

Name t) runt'/oi f

SB /6 
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title  

Address 7/2 uJ dditx bi  
Street

( q , _

'       -p, f B 2  ~f     /
State

Street

J
City, y

Speaking: E  For   Against I I

State

Information

Phone  62

Email 

xz/

Zip

Representing

p   

Waive Speaking:  H In Support Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: EH Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:  H Yes 7 No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting bate Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name K'eNtj

Job Title

Address

-.
{   (  

¦   *:  / 1
U ( ,

r ,*j.

Street /  e
r i * b Phone h C J b  %!

i /  (4 1 \ 
(,0K ,\ mi Email j/f H k ( -A       0

City

Speaking: I I For

Representing

Against

State

I I Information
Zip T/ 

// \
Waive Speakin : l~lln Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

I.)i  3  

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes 1~~1 No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No

While it Is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



3/12/19
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) SB 168

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic Forcing Law Enforcement to Enforce Warrantless Detainers Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name Melba Pearson   

Job Title Deputy Director

Address 4343 West Flagler St.
Street

Miami
City

Speaking: | [por Against

FL
State

| | Information

phone 786-363-4300

32312 Emai| mpearson@aclufl.org
Zip

Waive Speaking:   In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing ACLU of Florida     

Appearing at request of Chair:  y.s0 No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:  Yes 0No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic  S *  

Name \  // / -C  
/ 

Job Title C    1/ ? 14  h

Address 3   
Street

/~~ J c )  

_ J
Ql  [ b ZL ei?

City
LJ(

State

Speaking: EZI For X Against I I Information

Representing

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone, ~J

/j L Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: [ ] In Suppc .  Againstj
(The Chair will read this informatio Mo the record.)

/
Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes | l No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
/»   /_     (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) .  ,yi2/ZOR  8 t  

Meeting/Date Bill Number (if

Topic 3 6 1,   f)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

City

Speaking: EZI For

Representing

J  ate

Against LZ] Information

Zip

lW~M

Waive Speaking:   In Support l l A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

O

Appearing at request of Chair: [   Yes |ZZI No Lobbyist registered

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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m  si
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic

Name

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

\A,M.

Representing oOc i Imli-kly 

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date
S& i

i upi    ICO -l T  >  j r Ci h r; <A.

Name HlXPik  u   /({II.A Z

Job Title

Address Ber s l Ft,
Street  

f! l 2

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email

/ in nq (r 

Speaking: EZ1 For djAgainst I I Information

Representing Y  A/kV- 

Zip
7,u i   ZfgjQ  qu  d  

J J

:  Waive Speaking
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

In Support / I A ainst

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes \   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | 1 Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

2   | 9   |Q.. j i - i i

Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)  

\Q8
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name

ST2) \L% inm, ro ttO/ Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address K| j1 GO S Lgr ,
Street

j_ _

City
pn Kq "F (

Phone  Im- Q- C.

Email
State

Speaking: EZ] For FZI Against I I Information
Zip

:  Waive Speaking
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

In Support t/fAaainst

Representing F L l A 1  

Appearing at request of Chair: [  Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: OYes Q No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name

M      Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

(Tl ym  I)
Job Title

Address
Street

UApk)

Phone

Email

Pl-%2 wi 

City

Speaking: ED For V
Against

State

I I Information
Zip

Representing RM5€
Appearing at request of Chair:

1

Waive Speaking:  E In Support IPT gainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Yes 7 No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [ Ives No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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h?
3 1 1 (I I

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date
UA

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title  ~jT i /<    T    Of?I  

Address sS*  -   (   / fT   Phone  t)-)- 1Kko\
Street

City
FLCK?. Email

State Zip

Speaking:   For  Against | | Information Waive Speaking:  In Support gainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Ives / No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

* APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

t -  f' J f ' •/   1 ffv

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address  
Street

Phone

/  7
City <

Speaking: E  For

/
State

Against    Information

T   / • • Email.
Zip

Waive Speaking: EH In Support   Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing
/

Appearing at request of Chair: | [Yes ¥ No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: EH Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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/ I Z
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

fe i (0%
Meeting Date

Topic hf..c .-yat -P f   vr jp OA  -

Name . 1 W\   "  

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title C f X T)    \  '

Address
Street

pnrvyvlo -

Phone

Z 1 Email
City

Speaking: For i_i Against

State

Against I ZI Information

Zip

Waive Speaking: [U In Support J l aainst
(The Chair will read this information irfm the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic  ;  i   Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name   , 

Job Title

Address Phone
Street

Email
City

Speaking: l l For l l A ainst

State

I I Information
z/p

Waive Speaking: CZI In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing
jf ' : ... ;

, ; 4 4\ 

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes I I No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Qves Q No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

03sn°i
Meetinguate

~ k

Topic d  f 

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Name

Job Title

Address

e. j

iw uc  t T' nwf

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Street
.  r\f ~nAm t t p

PpIo.k  b
City

Speaking: C  For

Phone ffei ) M I  

Email

Against

State

I I Information

.lO

Zip

Waive Speaking:  In Support Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing  

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Qno Lobbyist registered with Legislature: OYes Qno 

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

Job Title

Address T V/t 
orreer l

City
i

State

Speaking: [  por [t Agai nst 1 [information

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

EmailEmail  ',  @0 1 ] .(W\

Waive Speaking:  In Support I I Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: I Ives I Ino Lobbyist registered with Legislature:
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic < ,\p(\T  \ (  c i Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name

Job Title

Address ' Bio t SVrwl      p( >
Street

'X
City

1L iPL
7

Speaking: [ Jpor   Against

State

Information

Z/p

Phone  I  l  )7  

Email  .  

Waive Speaking:  
\r

In Support K [Against

Representing

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair:: I Ives   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ives V~1No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

~y

APPEARANCE RECORD
j (y \ (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) j

Meeting Date

Topic mfio i a  j r\o n

Name l caJ

f es

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

fr.p
uJob Title 

Address   "p
Street

l Phone   b 7 7 

. 

City

Speaking:   For

Representing

Against

State

I I Information

Email
Z/p

ZL
Waive Speaking:  In Support Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes     No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | Ives  No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

c  -/> Slo 
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name

Job Title

Address

O C/pj  y

Street

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phon.  

Email
City State

Speaking: GZ1 For Against 1 1 Information

Zip

Waive Speaking:   ,n Support Kgainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes A No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Gl Yes m lo
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

•'// / w
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic 

Name -    

)   3 / IM(   c O

f

Job Title

Address
Street

k

i o / /9\.

Speaking

City

:  For I I A ainst

State

I I Information

Representing /- (j   

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: EZ] In Support Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

M2 
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeung Date

I opic

Name

rU /y  /y r   h  n

-fvJ cm (loixt&jc

Job Title C.nfi D/n.£r- i  t fn ps / C.pfQ

Address J9ii £)(l 
Street

J2dMii0   /

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

City State

Speaking:   For I [A ainst [ Information

Phone   fo ? ,? >

Email nf cej/W/iftG v.af/.

Wai e Speaking: O In Support _L gainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing  

Appearing at request of Chair:

Or  (/nt)<\VU 

Yes [[] No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



he Florida Senate

dll.
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

leetirfg Date

Topic \  Q 
Name

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

job Title Coor me< )r k] \irr>mtt MFy
Address   ?>Ob 0 ftisir>c  /n/   Of  

Street

Ki  i/r?/7>r( p!
Phone

Email

7-7W 5Ss 

City

Speaking:   For

Representing

Against

State

I I Information

Zip

Waive Speaking:  In Support 3 931gainst

1 Vdi 
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes¥No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ivesl  No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

I'Z /l
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic 3

Name j 
L '-W-

Job Title (ploC tG 

Address  A< (
Street

KjSS'i    vzf
mtw

3if7s°>

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Speaking: For lA J Against

Representing fW
Information

Rhone ~ 7     

Email
( Z> T 

Waive Speaking: Q In Support*   gainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: L ves [ Ino Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I IvesPytMo

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Name l i/ir  e 

Job Title (   o chvim'cr '

Address Pi T)f „
Street .

fylc d o L Z? &?
Jfty State

For  jr\ Against Lj Information

Representing V    CXvnr\ \\ou  

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes No

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: Oln Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

I nhhwi.cit r<ani<5t  rl u/ith I <aniclati iro- I Vac

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

3\Y2 fl
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic   lfv  if  r   T   Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name QjXMbi  

' Job Title 6/ cobvg  

Address    sscictc-   tn 
¦  Street

City

Speaking:   For Against

State

I I Information

Representing QL  HvV   

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes  No

Phone qcrv   3C r

t Vibc\ Email  

Waive Speaking: In Support l~ I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [I]Yes0No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

\ , APPEARANCE RECORD
I I <Q (Deliver BOTH copies ofthis form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) ) \

Meeting Date

Topic J (  H | 6, / A c ( 0 a/

Name >  \ A
Job Title

Address )i M <sr  )_ f -A
Street

mth > )?4
City

Speaking: dl For Against

State

I I Information
Zip

Representing

• I ks

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

<:::i

Tt)'(

Waive Speakin : \M\ti\Suppoii \l  1 A ain t
(The Chair will read i nirformation into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes ED No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

-; ?
I   }r  

Job Title '

Address
/ i
i  .    

Stree
4 » .

City State

Speaking: CZI For d| Against I I Information

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: CZI In Support    aainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: CZIYes j4o Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit alkpersons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the  ublic record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date
S£>-~/

2  O ) X /o/tJ 6/2T~
, , } ,       

Name t-T  fXTc  T (yA6tic 7 7 )

Job Title s ( [ ( /2/J / fj/i7

Address ¥30 s  Suj
Street

/X] jxftm f'c-  3 /   

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone '7VM  W/  

City State

Speaking: CZI For  ZlAgainst I I Information

Representing    fc-  

Zip
Email co 

Waive Speaking: [ ] In Support  X[Aaainst
(The Chair will read this information into thefecord.)

Appearing at request of Chair: LJ Yes IYIno Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Oves [ ] No

iy, time may not
¦ as many persons as possible can be heard.

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that a  manv nantnns n  nn  i

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.



The Florida Senate

3 /q 11 )
Meeting Datd

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic SB Ihff
Name

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address

Stale 7)

Street

t
MSI M 1u Phone

fyi rL
City / State

Speaking: LZ] For Against 1 1 Information

??/ Email fed *  s
Zip

Waive Speaking: d] In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes d No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:
/
Yes d No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address P&hl  n  j 
1

State

Speaking: Q]For | [Against | [information

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking:   In Support 1 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing     

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes    No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes E  No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all  ersons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic S£>
Name  I £.¦£   - Tk r-r>r  K.

Job Title CiMh
Address Md\3 &nrveJl K 

City State Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email

Speaking: Information Waive Speaking: 1 1 In Support
(The Chair will read this information inf

t Ha
int the re

gainst
record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes QNo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I lYesl No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name
nr

S  Ifts
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address

Mj L 
"7 

Street

City
O-

Phone

Email
State

Speaking: EZI For  ZAgainst 1 1 Information
Zip

Waive Speaking:  In Support
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

gainst

Representing

NoAppearing at request of Chair: d] Yes  J No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes Il 

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

/Meeti g Date

Topic S  TT  ~g>.

/£>
Bill Number (if applicable)

Name

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title JfrjL  O erathr

Address ,
Street

'e   J r
'dJz&jtz L i

City

Speaking:   For

g/ -, /7 Jar//-u 

Against

State

I I Information
Zip

Phone, 

Email A.-,   i /

Representing c IrP 

rmr   cipy
In SupportAgainst

(The Chair will read this information intcnhe record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes 0-No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes IvO-Nc

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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Meeting Date

The Florida Sen te

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic

Meeting,

immiO atan

lie©
Bill Number (if applicable)

Name

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title (SfcftO  ) \C4
Address  fo\ IX/ X 

Street

Miami FL
Phone ata 442- fliqq

City State

Speaking: dl For C I Against I I Information

351 Si? Em,!®
Zip

l ti

Waive Spea ing: | | In Support 1y ,Against
(The Chair will read this information intothe record.)

Representing LOnna  x cirxf,

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes f  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 1 Yes Q No

mile it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s 001   0/14/14 



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
« ) M   1   0   \  Deliver B0TH copies of this form t0 the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Mdeting bate

Topic

Name

\ )C%

fi

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address 1  / l
Street

City
QAl\f ' 

Phone

Email
State

Speaking:  jFor [ Against | 1 Information

Zip

:  In Support j/x I Against

Representing
l

Waive Speaking
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: E ves E no Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

12- i  

APPEARA CE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

y/i/'   <¦

Phone _f_

Email

Lf-

City State

Speaking: | [por Against   Information

Zip

:  In Support ( (AgainstWaive Speaking
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing
/i /  

cf t ' { d ? r

Appearing at request of Chair: E  Yes \M No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:    Yes  Hno
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

fo/YL
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deli er BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic  l-Hc  rv rv  

Name ( -
\

Job Title Ovk   jO   

Address _ /  vV r   
Street

City State

Speaking:   For 1 1 A ainst 1 1 Information

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone "Z  C

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: C I In Support j2 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Lobbyist registered with Legislature:

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

1   0  of Ci   Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name  2  C  tfid

Job Title
\ /

Address C> t\ri  Tif i/ 
Street

QC ni  
City

Speaking: EZI For

H
Against

State

Information

fry a i

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking:  Wf iIn Support   jAgainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing   

Appearing at request of Chair:    Yes EH No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to t e Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic ; ; . ¦

.

Name  

Job Title    - ¦

Address
Street

¦  i

n
City State

Speaking: _ For [~] Against I I Information

Representing

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone • ¦

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: E Iln Support [~~l A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: OvesGIlNo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting  ate

Topic iymcj f  ?   

Name \j

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title ftfcvrc.
Address

Qtrwt 1 .Street, i

nfl yyjb
City

Speaking: | [por

C 3
State

J fAgainst | | Information

Phone CM n d d
Email mam

Waive Speaking: In Support , ,,
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing T' fVc   
ij

Appearing at request of Chair: I lYes LJ No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic _

SR) (o  
Bill Number (if applicable)
iiflif

Name

(

J  i In p C

s. Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

i/Ol      '
Address  2 s

Street

.y)     &rr? toOtr   
StateCity

Speaking: [ Jpor [ Against | |Information

3 7W
So - eR  x .i-

Z/p

Representing I < 1  ' JlA_ '   t [I m A Ja£> >S

Waive Speaking: Q In Support B gainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: EZIves l _ No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes 0No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

\ >f$ 
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic  

Name (J ur llC frirtA-broC
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title 0 Pr\ r  

Address  ZOQ A\J v \Jb

Speaking: | |For | [Against | |Information

Phone d:M   405   

I Email

Waive Speaking: 1 I In Support
(The Chair will read this information int

Against
the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ives No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

T . APPEARANCE RECORD
/ ) % f L ®    DeliVer B0TH copies ofthis form t0 the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) i > ( p
eeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name

r        *|~

lf/jr

Job Title

Address

l    

| \  
Street

lo f

City State

Speaking:  jFor   ]Against | 1 Information

Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone y (<{

Email /  l

Waive Speaking:  In Support Against

Representing o 

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

e   

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes I I No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date
$

Topic

Name Gn C v .vY\0   r"

Job Title fc 

Address
; ' t- ;
\ 'iA OL>S C.V - V- lY)\V cL  ¦

Street

- i _t'A/*  \XJ f  i 

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone   I   S j LQ 3 Lo 7

Email  
City State Zip

Speaking:   For | [Against 1 |Information Waive Speaking: EZ] In Support 1 Y lAgainst

'Vw i\

(The Chair will read this information int the record.)

Representing fi \ 0 y\     c  P v ..  -  

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes CD No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I Ino
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

j) b n ro   & l i,
Job Title

Address

\ rpA   ip/kc V X 
Vi f  iv   -

street /) I /) f
U6dr\AJ ii i  y /  vrL 

Phone

Email 'dthbidutt* hill tjMaiLdotLi

Speaking:   For [ Against | 1 Information Waive Speaking: []] In Support V I Against
(The Chair will read this information iiyfo the record.)

Representing wn/vut

Appearing at request of Chair: [I] Yes E  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:    Yes EH No
Whiie it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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11
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) 5
Meeting Date

Topic S y> 1  

Name \CAW )  U iwf~Z

6/7/ Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address

f ITfex? hhhJf 

Street
T  l/bn s t * YlAv Phone

Email
City ! State

Speaking:   For [ Against | |Information

Representing U iTfK u   M

Zip
Hz-c  

Waive Speaking:  In Support gainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

jT  m/JYDC 

Appearing at request of Chair: EDves No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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ii  
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deli er BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting (Date

-1 )

Topic

Name

1

- -L

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address

-    i Z

L/ )
Street

Phone i  /r-a  

Sj~.    -     10 ( Email
City    State

Speaking: 1 1 For | [Against | |Information

Representing
C?i \
i7 / (\ftf\jA_

ZiP '   J     v I i

Waive Speaking:     In Support Against
(The Chair will read this information intotheTecord.)

Appearing at request of Chair: E ves IU No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I |y<
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heart ahthis
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s oot (10/14/14)
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Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

CMsA
TQpiG

Name 2 At- le Sjsk

Bm Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address
Street

3 i , w $ vz-*i

City State

Speaking: 1 [For 1 [Against 1 1 Information

Phone  <3.5   7

Email  o e)<zQ5&, hefa ti 
7i"

Waive Speaking: I I In Support  0Aga inst
(The Chair will reacj this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: | | Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ives 
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
•3   ( j   7? o 1

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

C j/Se/ /£, 
Meeting Date

Topic  
! f r!   : 1 _ b

i   -/l.c- 

Bill Number (if a plicable)

i
i    » c *  i   Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name / .
< 

1 t  / f i ;i

Job Title

Address Phone f ,
Stre t

l l- c-t < 3 33  3 Email     ¦ /   /: 
City

Speaking: | [por

Representing

1 [Against
State

I | Information

Zi  /

Waive Speaking: Q In Support   Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes  EL No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | |ves V No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

-J C
Meeting Date

T°Pic -rV-y  1..:: ¦¦  r  .'< 4 

Name T ,¦ \  " l  

Job Title _ - - .j c . 

Address t '.-jiHl ;;,  

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

City State Zip

Phone L-

Email

Speaking: [ For [ Against | 1 Information Against

Representing tv

Waive Speaking: d| In Support
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: d] Yes 1~1no
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

eetinq Wate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) 185

Topic T-rfirrii fn i 
Name Ga jri.il 

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title OCA
Address

TfrFc 
City State Zip

Email,

Phone

Speaking: [ For [ Against | |Information In Support Y I AgainstWaive Speaking:
(The Chair will read this information i to the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I ]y<
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be he
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic  Xminio rn icp l <o rrChT ~~

Name ft)/W\   lo 
r

Job Title (Jll  1p l / 1 /*  V  / L/

Address iw \0 a Phone
Street

Kl/i Email 1

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

b bv)

Speaking: For 2 Against Information Waive Speaking: In Support 1 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Oves  j No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: O es I I No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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51)2-1 |Ot
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

i kj ji j y • ii i | \j

Name  iWm
job Title (MP* Poicvt pt&aa 
Address 145  V\/

Street

hAlCKDl <3 121
City State

Speaking:   For | [Against 1 1 information

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone Qpd  1  

Zip

Waive Speakinging:  In Support gainst

Representing Miami WQ mccr £
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes J> 1no Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

12i2e
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic     L-hr n Si.

Name £j (A ovi/ J i a

Bill Number (i  pplicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address

JL i( T_

I 1% S~lI Phone
Street -t-

oi

City

Speaking: Qpor | [Against

Representing

State

Information

L / Email
Zip

:  Waive Speaking
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

In Support/t_J Against

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Oves I Ino
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do s eak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many  ersons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name at r A ,

Job Title
\

Address f '   ~ ) *%/ F ot Cf    Phone
Street

11jl  - r Email
City

Speaking: For l [Against
State  

1 1 Information
Zip

Waive Speaking: [11 In Support [ 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: 1 Ivesl Ino Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Oves F~Ino
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if ap licable)

Topic j f 1 : /' j /  Y    .-s , ,, i Amendment Barcode (if aDDlicable)

Name * /

Job Title

Address E,, _ f / / Phone
Street

Email
City

Speaking: | ] For

State

|~] Against | | Information
Zip

Waive Speaking: EZI In Support l~l Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Ores I No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: E  Yes    No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

sk u?,
' Meetifig Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

(\0V 0   

Bill Number (if applicable)

Name

Job Title ; j  r~ < :'fr ,

Address Phone / '\ ' y / /.,  r- <:r cv - )

Street
// Email //'( \  \  

State

Speaking jllf|tFor 1 [Against [ | Information
Zip

Waive Speaking:  In Support
V 
Against

(The Chair will read this information into ne record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: d| Yes l  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at)his
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

f Meeting Date
M.

Topic

Name   /\  _J \

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title  r A

Address

e q c

HIT   
Stleei  

City

Phone

Email
State

Speaking: [ For [ Against 1 1 Information

Representing  

Zip

Waive Speaking:  3aiIn Support  \  Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: d]Yes EZIno Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Yes   No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD

J J j  (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) j
Meeting Date

Topic

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name

Job Title

Address
Street

Phone

Email
City State

Speaking: l lFor l [Against [ [information
Zip

Waive Speaking:  In Support gainst
(The Chair will read this information int   i  ecord.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: E YeslUNo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | lYesj lNn
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

5/ M
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Name, Cfi 

Job Title AdjL \x:f  Przf SS .f 

Address M  7  f
Street [7 l

City ' State

Speaking: [ For [ Against | 1 Information

Representing

/  

Topic

Phone

Email

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Zip

:  Waive Speaking
(The Chair will read this information int6 the record.)

In Support 1a I Against

Appearing at request of Chair: 0 Yes E  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I IvesJ  No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

(Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) j

SI / y/i  \ 1 
1 u iu

Name ( pW/    O

Job Title Or  iX-sa n   

Address
u

/ Z   >- Phone
Street -

( /VH *2. f      
pp LO Email

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone 70¦ <.W

City State

Speaking: CZI For CZlAgainst I I Information Waive Speaking: [ ] In Support 2 gainst
(The Chair will read this information  mo the Tecord.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: QYes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: OYes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



I  
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic

Name , -  
' s. „  

Job Title

Address Phone
Street

Email
City State Zip

Speaking: I | For I | Against l 1 Information Waive Speaking:

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

In Support kM Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes >C No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | Ives No
/

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s_ooi (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

sm
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deli er BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

J L

Job Title

Cio/ b t \
StreetM

Phone

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

City State

Speaking:   Jpor 1 [Against [ 1 Information

Representing

Email
Zip ,  

Waive Speaking: O In Support  X I Against
(The Chair will read this information into t  ,record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: d]Yes EZllXo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)//2-/zc

fMeetin  Date

Topic TnoiYti   rr l ibviShtf pr&n '

Name /  ?T/  

Job Title

AddressJfo  v  Qrgftg. Phone

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

st i  C -mo
0 f

City
CL
State

Speaking: [Z  For ZZI Against I I Information
Zip

Email
J( QtncKX ..

akina1 In S nnnrt / Anainc::  In Support / I A ainstWaive Speaking
(The Chair will read this information info the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I lYes, ~ No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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APPEARANCE RECORD
j <2  j (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) j  

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title fS2$ CT
Address [ 2-?

Street

f~C

CfL    

Phone

Email
City State

Speaking: 1 1 For   Against [ [information

Zip

Waive Speaking: dl In Support I I Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: O Yes H No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 0 Yes [X No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

O   -1 /4 r\/H A 14 A\



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

City State

Speaking:   For 1 1 A ainst 1 1 Information

Representing

Meeting Date

Topic -•;

Name «   y  

Job Title t . - ¦ - T,    1

Address ! \ v 
Street

_¦ -

-t- 
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email
Zip m

Waive Speaking: LJ In Support K I Against
(The Chair will read this information info th  record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes [ No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | Ives
\

No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting, s-001 (10/14/14)
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¦ /
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date
y / v. . 

Topic • i r
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name \ . u: •   i V J_L

Job Title i '

Address V X   T  
Street

* L l i

Phone

Emai 
City State

Speaking: [Z] For 1   1 A ainst 1 1 Information
Zip

Waive Speaking:   In Support I 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information intd the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: [ ZI Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | 1 Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s_ooi (i o/i 4/14)



The Florida Senate

s/) 
Meetingl Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) IM 

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic 

Nsms -M

Job Title  t*   0 i r 

Address ) Z-T    ~. FrA j
Street

fJ 
City   state

Speaking: 1 1 For 1 [Against | [information

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone  13 £3 

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: [T| In Support
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

0ACAgainst

Representing  

Appearing at request of Chair: Lobbyist registered with Legislature:
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

{ I APPEARANCE RECORD
/ / I   I / /? (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)
:7 Ir lltj

Meeting Dite

Topic 7 7       t/  CtAHi  it/tfi10   f, fl  h   Mi/J

Name fki   if    , 1(71       A 

1L kf &   

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

c ti vtJob Title
' ' t       

Address f'k Q  jj  [  / Vvi  
O  ¦ / TStreet

Phone ft?/   "

f  Pcj , A  - 57 7 Email
htate Z/ City

Speaking: I I For J  Against | |

Email   / yfe 

Information

2 p ft

Waive Speaking: [[] In Support V

Co -f

Aaainst

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ives f7~No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

11 I
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic 

Name 1.4- - \J
O s

UNril

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title M
Address  

Street

City

Speaking: | [por.

Representing

imi A)- * lf>7
1 M  PA fA  Pi, 7

Phone  is - 7?ol"   

Email li»aeiLhfi d.o/-
State

ainst Information Waive Speaking:  In Support Against

U4cA bf cJ y  <L cJj 

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ives   No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

3~ 12-
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic ft) •

City State

Speaking: EZI For CZlAgainst I I Information

/ 

Name'     

Job Title

Address  w ZT b 
Street

6f\[ es l/e fl '3l6ot

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking:  In Support    I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing 

Appearing at request of Chair: Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

3117,// ?
meeting Dme

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) 56 Ibff

Topic

Name ( M Hflvwn

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address 800 tom
Street

City 1
fi

Zip

Phone

Email
ity state Zip  

Speaking:  jFor Against | | Information Waive Speaking:   In Support rX Against
(The Chair will read this information intpthe record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: [Zlves'K No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ives Kthlo
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate 

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.) 

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Infrastructure and Security  

 

BILL:  CS/SB 844 

INTRODUCER:  Senator Berman 

SUBJECT:  At-Risk Adult Alert Plan 

DATE:  March 14, 2019 

 

 ANALYST  STAFF DIRECTOR  REFERENCE  ACTION 

1. Proctor  Miller  IS  Fav/CS 

2.     CF   

3.     AP   

 

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

The committee substitute (CS) to SB 844 creates the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan which aids in the 

search for a missing adult: 

 Who has an irreversible cognitive disorder or syndrome or brain injury, including, but not 

limited to, a developmental disability or an intellectual disability; 

 Whose disappearance poses a credible threat to the person’s welfare and safety; and 

 Who does not meet the criteria for activation of the Silver Alert Plan. 

 

The CS also: 

 Requires the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), in cooperation with the 

Department of Transportation (DOT), Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 

(DHSMV), the Department of the Lottery (DOL) and local law enforcement agencies, to 

establish and implement the plan; 

 Requires a local law enforcement agency to broadcast information to the public and media 

about certain missing adults; 

 Allows local law enforcement to request a case to be opened with the FDLE’s Missing 

Endangered Persons Information Clearinghouse (MEPIC); and 

 Requires the FDLE to adopt rules to implement the plan. 

 

REVISED:         
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The CS may have a negative fiscal impact on state government due to increased technological 

and hiring expenditures for the FDLE. 

 

The CS provides an effective date of July 1, 2019. 

II. Present Situation: 

Missing Person Investigations 

 

All of Florida’s state and local law enforcement agencies are required to submit information 

concerning missing endangered persons to the FDLE’s MEPIC.1 MEPIC serves as the central 

repository of information regarding missing endangered persons. Upon receiving information 

about a missing endangered person, MEPIC disseminates the information in an effort to locate 

the person. 

 

A “missing endangered person” is: 

 A missing child;2 

 A missing adult younger than 26 years of age; 

 A missing adult 26 years of age or older who is suspected by a law enforcement agency of 

being endangered or the victim of criminal activity; or 

 A missing adult who meets the criteria for activation of the FDLE Silver Alert Plan.3 

 

Upon receiving a report that a child is missing, a law enforcement agency must inform all on-

duty officers of the report, communicate the report to every other law enforcement agency 

having jurisdiction in the county where the child was last seen, and transmit the report for 

inclusion within the Florida Crime Information Center (FCIC) and the National Crime 

Information Center (NCIC) databases within two hours.4  

 

When a missing adult report is filed, the law enforcement agency receiving the report must 

transmit the report for inclusion within the FCIC and NCIC databases within two hours.5 

 

Section 937.021, F.S., provides civil immunity for specified entities requested by law 

enforcement to record, report, transmit, display, or release information pertaining to a missing 

person if such entity complied with the request in good faith. These entities include: 

 The FDLE, a state or local law enforcement agency, and agency personnel; 

 A radio or television network, broadcaster, or other media representative; or 

 A dealer of communications services as defined in s. 202.11, F.S.6 

 

                                                 
1 Section 937.022(3)(b), F.S. 
2 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Missing Child Alert, “Missing child” means a person younger than 18 years of 

age, http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/AMBER-Plan/Missing-Child-Alert (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
3 Id. 
4 Section 937.021(4)(a), F.S. 
5 Section 937.021(4)(b), F.S. 
6 Examples of a dealer of communications services include a cable or satellite television service provider, a telephone service 

provider, or a mobile communication service provider. s. 937.021, F.S. 
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Entities who report, transmit, display, or release information pertaining to a missing person are 

presumed to have acted in good faith.7 The presumption of good faith is not overcome if a 

technical or clerical error is made by an agency, employee, individual, or entity acting at the 

request of the local law enforcement agency having jurisdiction or if the missing person 

information is incomplete or incorrect because the information received from the local law 

enforcement agency was incomplete or incorrect.8 

 

Silver Alert 

The Silver Alert Plan broadcasts information to the public about a missing elderly person.9 A law 

enforcement agency can issue a local or regional Silver Alert when a missing person: 

 Is age 60 or older; and 

 Suffers from a verified irreversible deterioration of intellectual faculties.10 

 

To maintain the integrity of the system and not dilute its effectiveness, law enforcement issues a 

Silver Alert primarily for this narrow population. However, a Silver Alert may be issued in rare 

instances when: 

 A missing adult is 18 to 59 years old and has irreversible deterioration of intellectual 

faculties; 

 Law enforcement has determined the individual lacks the capacity to consent; and 

 The use of dynamic message signs may be the only possible way to rescue the missing 

person.11 

 

The Silver Alert Plan has two levels of activation: local and state. If an adult meeting the Silver 

Alert criteria goes missing on foot, local law enforcement will activate a local Silver Alert. 

Although each agency has its own criteria for activation of a local Silver Alert, law enforcement 

generally: 

 Conducts a preliminary investigation to conclude that the disappearance poses a credible 

threat to the person’s welfare and safety; 

 Enters the missing adult’s identifying information into FCIC; 

 Contacts media outlets in the area and surrounding jurisdictions; and 

 Issues a statewide “Be On The Look Out” notice to other law enforcement and 911 centers.12 

 

If an adult meeting the Silver Alert criteria goes missing in a vehicle, local law enforcement may 

request that the FDLE activate a statewide Silver Alert. After local law enforcement determines 

that the disappearance poses a credible threat to the person’s welfare and safety and enters the 

missing adult into FCIC, the agency contacts MEPIC at the FDLE. Once the FDLE confirms the 

case meets Silver Alert criteria, the FDLE notifies the: 

 Florida Highway Patrol to send a statewide officer notification; 

                                                 
7 Section 937.021(5)(c), F.S. 
8 Id. 
9 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Silver Activation Steps (2018), http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/Silver-Alert-

Plan/Activation-Steps (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
10 Id. Agency policy determines how the local law enforcement agency verifies that the person suffers from an irreversible 

deterioration of intellectual faculties. 
11 Id. 
12 Id. 
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 DOT to activate dynamic message signs13 on highways; and 

 Department of Elder Affairs to notify the public through an email alert system.14 

 

As of January 31, 2019, law enforcement has recovered 260 individuals through the use of the 

Silver Alert activation.15 

 

Department of the Lottery 

The DOL partners with the FDLE to distribute information pertaining to emergency alerts to the 

public. The alerts include: Amber16, Silver17, Blue18 and Missing Child.19  Upon notification by 

the FDLE of an active alert, the DOL disseminates information provided by the FDLE to retailer 

based terminal systems. All alerts provided through the terminal system discontinue sales and 

must be acknowledged by the retailer before transactions may continue. At the request of the 

FDLE, Amber alerts are the only alerts that are currently displayed to the public at lottery ticket 

sales locations, although the DOL does have the ability to add other alerts for display to the 

public. At the present, alerts are sent state-wide but can be sent out to specific regions if 

requested.20 

 

Cognitive Disorder 

Cognitive disorder includes a wide range of mental deficits in adults and children and can impair 

a person’s thinking, communication, understanding and memory.21 A person may suffer from an 

illness creating progressive impairment, or have lower levels of ability to learn or remember that 

will remain constant throughout life. Common cognitive disorders include Alzheimer’s disease 

and related dementias, Parkinson’s disease, brain injury, brain tumor, developmental and 

intellectual disability, and HIV-associated dementia.22 

 

Developmental Disability 

Developmental disability is a disorder or syndrome that is attributable to intellectual disability, 

cerebral palsy, Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), spina bifida, Down syndrome, Phelan-

                                                 
13 Dynamic message signs are electronic signs on the highway that typically display information about travel lane blockage 

information, travel times, scheduled construction activities, safety messages and special events. Florida Department of 

Transportation, https://sunguide.info/its-program/dynamic-message-signs-dms/ (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
14 Members of the public may sign up to receive Silver Alert email updates on the DOEA website. Department of Elder 

Affairs, https://lists.elderaffairs.org/listmanager/listinfo/silveralert (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
15 Law enforcement has directly recovered 215 individuals and indirectly recovered 45 individuals due to the Silver Alert 

activation. A direct recovery is recovery due to the activation of the State Silver Alert, primarily through state agency action. 

An indirect recovery is recovery through local agency actions in coordination with the Silver Alert Plan. Florida Department 

of Law Enforcement, Silver Alert Monthly Report (Jan. 2019), http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/Silver-Alert-Plan/Monthly-

Reports/2019-Monthly-Reports/January-2019 (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
16 Section 937.021, F.S. 
17 Id. 
18 Section 784.071, F.S. 
19 Section 937.021, F.S. 
20 Email from Jake Felder, Legislative Affairs Director, Department of the Lottery, SB 844 Answers (March 13, 2019), (On 

file with the Committee on Infrastructure and Security). 
21 Disabled World, Cognitive Disability: Information on Intellectual Disabilities (June 4, 2016), https://www.disabled-

world.com/disability/types/cognitive/ (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
22  Family Caregiver Alliance, Caring for Adults with Cognitive and Memory Impairment (2004), 

https://www.caregiver.org/caring-adults-cognitive-and-memory-impairment (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
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McDermid syndrome, or Prader-Willi syndrome; that manifests before age 18; and constitutes a 

substantial handicap that can reasonably be expected to continue indefinitely.23 

 

ASD is a developmental disorder that is characterized, in varying degrees, by repetitive 

behaviors and difficulties with social interaction and verbal and nonverbal communication.24 The 

ASD diagnosis once included Autistic Disorder, Asperger Syndrome, Pervasive Developmental 

Disorder Not Otherwise Specified, and other disorders; however, in June 2013, all autism 

disorders were merged into one umbrella diagnosis of ASD when the fifth edition of the 

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorder (DSM-5) was published. Although there 

has been little research on the prevalence of ASD in adults, analysis from the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention estimates that approximately one in 59 children have been identified with 

ASD.25 A 2011 British study found ASD rates in adults are similar to the rates observed among 

children.26 

 

Intellectual Disability 

Intellectual disability is significantly sub average intellectual functioning27 existing concurrently 

with deficits in adaptive behavior28 which manifests before age 18 and can reasonably be 

expected to continue indefinitely. An individual with an intellectual disability is more likely to 

have a coexisting psychiatric or cognitive condition than a member of the general population.29 

At least 25 percent of individuals with an intellectual disorder also have a psychiatric condition 

including schizophrenia, depression, or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.30 About 10 

percent of individuals with an intellectual disability also have ASD or autistic traits.31 

 

Wandering 

Wandering is generally characterized by aimless, slow, or pointless movement that is not 

associated with normal daily activity.32 Twelve to 60 percent of individuals with a cognitive 

disorder wander and approximately 5 percent of wandering instances result in physical harm.33 

Missing incidents can be life-threatening and an impaired person is at risk even in a closely 

                                                 
23 Section 393.063(12), F.S. 
24 Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Facts about ASD, https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/facts.html (last visited 

Mar. 6, 2019). 
25 Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Data & Statistics on Autism Spectrum Disorder, 

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/data.html (last visited Mar. 6, 2019) 
26 Gael Orsmond et al., Social Participation Among Young Adults with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (2013), 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3795788/ (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
27 Significantly sub average general intellectual functioning is performance that is two or more standard deviations from the 

mean score on a standardized intelligence test specified in the Agency for Persons with Disabilities rules. s. 393.063(24), F.S. 
28 Adaptive behavior is the effectiveness or degree with which an individual meets the standards of personal independence 

and social responsibility expected of their age, cultural group, and community. s. 393.063(24), F.S. 
29 Committee to Evaluate the Supplemental Security Income Disability Program for Children with Mental Disorders, Mental 

Disorders and Disabilities Among Low-Income Children (Oct. 28, 2015), https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK332877/ 

(last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
30 Id. 
31  The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Intellectual Disability and ASD (June 29, 2016), 

https://www.carautismroadmap.org/intellectual-disability-and-asd/ (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
32 Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/wandering (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
33 Joseph Wherton et al., Wandering as a Sociomaterial Practice: Extending the Theorization of GPS Tracking in Cognitive 

Impairment, Qualitative Health Research (2019), 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1049732318798358#articleCitationDownloadContainer (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 

Wandering estimates range from 12 to 60 percent due to difficulties defining and recording such instances. 
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monitored setting. For those missing more than 24 hours, the death rate can be as high as 50 

percent, with the most common causes of death being exposure to natural elements, drowning 

and vehicular accidents.34 

 

Wandering occurs frequently in individuals with ASD, and the risk of wandering behavior 

increases with autism severity.35 From 2009 to early 2017, 158 individuals with ASD died after 

wandering from their home, a public place, or a group home.36 Although children represent the 

largest percentage of reported ASD missing person cases, over 30 percent of reported ASD 

wandering cases involve individuals 20 or older.37 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The CS creates the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan which will aid in the search for a missing adult: 

 With an irreversible cognitive disorder or syndrome or brain injury, including, but not limited 

to, a developmental disability or an intellectual disability;38 

 Whose disappearance poses a credible threat to the person’s welfare and safety; and 

 Who does not meet the criteria for the activation of the Silver Alert Plan. 

 

The CS requires the FDLE, in cooperation with the DOT, the DHSMV, the DOL and local law 

enforcement agencies, to establish and implement the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan. The CS expands 

the definition of “missing endangered person” to include a missing adult who meets the At-Risk 

Adult Alert Plan activation criteria. It further requires the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan provide for 

the protection of the privacy, dignity, independence, and autonomy of the missing adult by 

including standards that aim to safeguard their civil liberties through preventing the inadvertent 

or unnecessary broadcasting or dissemination of sensitive health and diagnostic information. 

 

The CS provides that the broadcasting and dissemination of alerts and related information be 

limited to the geographic areas where the missing adult could reasonably be, considering the 

person’s circumstances and physical and mental condition, the modes of transportation available 

to the person, and the circumstances of the person’s disappearance. 

 

The CS requires the local law enforcement agency broadcasting information for the At-Risk 

Adult Alert Plan be the agency that is best able to notify the media and disseminate the 

                                                 
34 Id. 
35 National Autism Association, Wandering (2017), http://nationalautismassociation.org/resources/awaare-wandering/ (last 

visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
36 National Autism Association, Mortality & Risk in ASD Wandering/Elopement 2011-2016 (March 2017), 

http://nationalautismassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/NAAMortalityRiskASDElopement.pdf (last visited Mar. 6, 

2019). 
37 Id. 
38 See s. 393.063, F.S., which defines “developmental disability” as a disorder or syndrome that is attributable to intellectual 

disability, cerebral palsy, autism, spina bifida, Down syndrome, Phelan-McDermid syndrome, or Prader-Willi syndrome; that 

manifests before the age of 18; and that constitutes a substantial handicap that can reasonably be expected to continue 

indefinitely. Defines “intellectual disability” as significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning existing concurrently 

with deficits in adaptive behavior which manifests before the age of 18 and can reasonably be expected to continue 

indefinitely. For the purposes of the term “intellectual disability”, the term: “adaptive behavior” means the effectiveness or 

degree with which an individual meets the standards of personal independence and social responsibility expected of his or her 

age, cultural group, and community, “Significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning” means performance that is 

two or more standard deviations from the mean score on a standardized intelligence test specified in the rules of the agency. 
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information by cellular telephone alerts and other technologies in order to communicate with the 

residents in the jurisdiction where the missing adult is believed to be, including, but not limited 

to, the lottery terminals in gas stations, convenience stores, and supermarkets in those areas. 

 

Under the CS, the following entities are immune from civil liability for performing actions 

related to an At-Risk Adult Alert in good faith: 

 The FDLE, a state or local law enforcement agency, and the personnel of these agencies; 

 A radio or television network, broadcaster, or other media representative; or 

 A dealer of communications services, such as a cable television provider, as defined in s. 

202.11, F.S. 

 

The CS authorizes a local law enforcement agency to open an At-Risk Adult Alert case with the 

FDLE's MEPIC, the central repository of missing endangered person information that provides 

analytical services to law enforcement agencies and engages the public in a missing person 

search. In cases in which a vehicle is involved, the clearinghouse must coordinate with the DOT 

and the DHSMV for the activation of dynamic message signs on state highways and the 

broadcast of critical information to the public about the missing adult. 

 

The CS requires the FDLE to develop procedures to monitor the use and activation of the plan 

and the results from its use. The At-Risk Adult Alert Plan must also include a strategy for 

informing and educating law enforcement, the media, and other stakeholders about the plan. The 

CS also requires the FDLE to adopt rules to implement the plan. 

 

The CS provides an effective date of July 1, 2019. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The CS may have a negative fiscal impact on state government as the FDLE estimates it 

may require three Crime Intelligence Analyst I positions ($164,101 in year one for salary, 

benefits, expense and human resources services and $152,836 recurring) to maintain 

current caseload and alerts while also training, activating and maintaining the newly 

added alerts. The FDLE may also require the hiring of one programmer which is 

estimated to cost $170,000 per year. The total estimated nonrecurring fiscal impact may 

be up to $334,101 ($322,836 recurring).39 

 

The CS may have an indeterminate negative fiscal impact to local law enforcement 

agencies to develop policies, train staff, including dispatchers and officers, establish or 

enhance necessary systems to perform mandated notifications and maintain readiness to 

issue At-Risk Adult Alerts. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

The FDLE recommends defining “mental or cognitive impairment,” as that can be interpreted 

broadly to incorporate unintentional concerns.40  

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This CS substantially amends ss. 937.0201, 937.0205, 937.021, 937.022, 429.918, F.S. 

                                                 
39 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Agency Analysis of 2019 Senate Bill 844 (February 25, 2019). On file with the 

Senate Committee on Infrastructure and Security. 
40 Id. 
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IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Infrastructure and Security on March 12, 2019: 

 The CS replaces “verified mental or cognitive impairment” with “irreversible 

cognitive disorder or syndrome or brain injury, including, but not limited to, a 

developmental disability or an intellectual disability”. 

 The CS also adds the DOL to the list of entities that will cooperate with the FDLE, 

which will allow alert information to be displayed on lottery terminals. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Infrastructure and Security (Berman) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete everything after the enacting clause 3 

and insert: 4 

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 937.0201, Florida 5 

Statutes, is amended to read: 6 

937.0201 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term: 7 

(4) “Missing endangered person” means any of the following: 8 

(a) A missing child.; 9 

(b) A missing adult younger than 26 years of age.; 10 
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(c) A missing adult 26 years of age or older who is 11 

suspected by a law enforcement agency of being endangered or the 12 

victim of criminal activity.; or 13 

(d) A missing adult who meets the criteria for activation 14 

of the Silver Alert Plan of the Department of Law Enforcement. 15 

(e) A missing adult who meets the criteria for activation 16 

of the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan of the Department of Law 17 

Enforcement pursuant to s. 937.0205. 18 

Section 2. Section 937.0205, Florida Statutes, is created 19 

to read: 20 

937.0205 At-Risk Adult Alert Plan.— 21 

(1) The Legislature finds that a standardized state system 22 

is necessary to aid in the search for a missing adult who has an 23 

irreversible cognitive disorder or syndrome or brain injury, 24 

whose disappearance poses a credible threat to the person’s 25 

welfare and safety, and who does not meet the criteria for 26 

activation of the Silver Alert Plan of the Department of Law 27 

Enforcement. The Legislature also finds that a coordinated local 28 

law enforcement and state agency response with prompt and 29 

widespread sharing of information will improve the chances of 30 

the person being found. Therefore, the Legislature intends to 31 

establish the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan pursuant to this section. 32 

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the At-Risk 33 

Adult Alert Plan be established and implemented in a manner that 34 

seeks to safeguard the privacy rights and related health and 35 

diagnostic information of the missing adult to the greatest 36 

extent practicable. 37 

(3) The Department of Law Enforcement, in cooperation with 38 

the Department of Transportation, the Department of Highway 39 
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Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of the Lottery, and 40 

local law enforcement agencies, shall establish and implement 41 

the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan. At a minimum, the At-Risk Adult 42 

Alert Plan must: 43 

(a) Provide for the protection of the privacy, dignity, 44 

independence, and autonomy of the missing adult by including 45 

standards that aim to safeguard these civil liberties through 46 

preventing the inadvertent or unnecessary broadcasting or 47 

dissemination of sensitive health and diagnostic information in 48 

unwarranted circumstances; and 49 

(b) Provide that the broadcasting and dissemination of 50 

alerts and related information be limited to the geographic 51 

areas where the missing adult could reasonably be, considering 52 

the person’s circumstances and physical and mental condition, 53 

the modes of transportation available to the person, and the 54 

circumstances of the person’s disappearance. 55 

(4)(a) Under the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan, a local law 56 

enforcement agency may broadcast to persons who subscribe for 57 

notifications and to the media about a missing adult: 58 

1. Who has an irreversible cognitive disorder or syndrome 59 

or brain injury, including, but not limited to, a developmental 60 

disability or an intellectual disability, as those terms are 61 

defined in s. 393.063; 62 

2. Whose disappearance poses a credible threat to the 63 

person’s welfare and safety; and 64 

3. Who does not meet the criteria for activation of the 65 

Silver Alert Plan of the Department of Law Enforcement. 66 

(b) The local law enforcement agency broadcasting such 67 

information must be the agency that is best able to notify the 68 
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media and the subscribers for such notifications in the 69 

jurisdiction where the missing adult is believed to be. Such 70 

local law enforcement agency may also request that the 71 

notification be broadcast on lottery terminals within the 72 

geographic regions where the missing adult may reasonably be, 73 

including, but not limited to, the lottery terminals in gas 74 

stations, convenience stores, and supermarkets in such regions. 75 

(c) Under the plan, the local law enforcement agency may 76 

also request that a case be opened with the Department of Law 77 

Enforcement’s Missing Endangered Persons Information 78 

Clearinghouse. To enhance the local or regional efforts, in 79 

cases in which a vehicle is involved, the clearinghouse must 80 

coordinate with the Department of Transportation and the 81 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles for the 82 

activation of dynamic message signs on state highways and the 83 

immediate broadcast of critical information to the public about 84 

the missing adult in accordance with the plan. 85 

(d) If a traffic emergency arises requiring that 86 

information pertaining to the traffic emergency be displayed on 87 

a dynamic message sign on a state highway in lieu of an At-Risk 88 

Adult Alert, the agency responsible for posting the At-Risk 89 

Adult Alert on the dynamic message sign does not violate this 90 

section. 91 

(5) The At-Risk Adult Alert Plan must include procedures to 92 

monitor the use and activation of this system and the results 93 

from its use. The plan must also include a strategy for 94 

informing and educating law enforcement, the media, and other 95 

stakeholders about the plan. 96 

(6) The Department of Law Enforcement may adopt rules to 97 
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implement and administer this section. 98 

Section 3. Paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of subsection (5) 99 

of section 937.021, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 100 

937.021 Missing child and missing adult reports.— 101 

(5) 102 

(c) Upon receiving a request to record, report, transmit, 103 

display, or release Silver Alert or At-Risk Adult Alert 104 

information from the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction 105 

over the missing adult, the Department of Law Enforcement as the 106 

state Silver Alert and the At-Risk Adult Alert coordinator, any 107 

state or local law enforcement agency, and the personnel of 108 

these agencies; any radio or television network, broadcaster, or 109 

other media representative; any dealer of communications 110 

services as defined in s. 202.11; or any agency, employee, 111 

individual, or entity is immune from civil liability for damages 112 

for complying in good faith with the request and is presumed to 113 

have acted in good faith in recording, reporting, transmitting, 114 

displaying, or releasing Silver Alert or At-Risk Adult Alert 115 

information pertaining to the missing adult. 116 

(d) The presumption of good faith is not overcome if a 117 

technical or clerical error is made by any agency, employee, 118 

individual, or entity acting at the request of the local law 119 

enforcement agency having jurisdiction, or if the Amber Alert, 120 

Missing Child Alert, missing child information, missing adult 121 

information, or Silver Alert, or At-Risk Adult Alert information 122 

is incomplete or incorrect because the information received from 123 

the local law enforcement agency was incomplete or incorrect. 124 

(e) Neither this subsection nor any other provision of law 125 

creates a duty of the agency, employee, individual, or entity to 126 
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record, report, transmit, display, or release the Amber Alert, 127 

Missing Child Alert, missing child information, missing adult 128 

information, or Silver Alert, or At-Risk Adult Alert information 129 

received from the local law enforcement agency having 130 

jurisdiction. The decision to record, report, transmit, display, 131 

or release information is discretionary with the agency, 132 

employee, individual, or entity receiving the information. 133 

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 134 

937.022, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 135 

937.022 Missing Endangered Persons Information 136 

Clearinghouse.— 137 

(3) The clearinghouse shall: 138 

(b) Provide a centralized file for the exchange of 139 

information on missing endangered persons. 140 

1. Every state, county, or municipal law enforcement agency 141 

shall submit to the clearinghouse information concerning missing 142 

endangered persons. 143 

2. Any person having knowledge may submit a missing 144 

endangered person report to the clearinghouse concerning a child 145 

or adult younger than 26 years of age whose whereabouts is 146 

unknown, regardless of the circumstances, subsequent to 147 

reporting such child or adult missing to the appropriate law 148 

enforcement agency within the county in which the child or adult 149 

became missing, and subsequent to entry by the law enforcement 150 

agency of the child or person into the Florida Crime Information 151 

Center and the National Crime Information Center databases. The 152 

missing endangered person report shall be included in the 153 

clearinghouse database. 154 

3. Only the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over 155 
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the case may submit a missing endangered person report to the 156 

clearinghouse involving a missing adult age 26 years or older 157 

who is suspected by a law enforcement agency of being endangered 158 

or the victim of criminal activity. 159 

4. Only the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over 160 

the case may make a request to the clearinghouse for the 161 

activation of a state Silver Alert or an At-Risk Adult Alert 162 

involving a missing adult if circumstances regarding the 163 

disappearance have met the criteria for activation of the Silver 164 

Alert or the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan. 165 

Section 5. Paragraph (d) of subsection (6) and subsection 166 

(9) of section 429.918, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 167 

429.918 Licensure designation as a specialized Alzheimer’s 168 

services adult day care center.— 169 

(6) 170 

(d) Each employee hired on or after July 1, 2012, who 171 

provides direct care to ADRD participants, must receive and 172 

review an orientation plan that includes, at a minimum: 173 

1. Procedures to locate an ADRD participant who has 174 

wandered from the center. These procedures shall be reviewed 175 

regularly with all direct care staff. 176 

2. Information on the Silver Alert program and the At-Risk 177 

Adult Alert Plan in this state. 178 

3. Information regarding available products or programs 179 

used to identify ADRD participants or prevent them from 180 

wandering away from the center, their home, or other locations. 181 

(9) An adult day care center having a license designated 182 

under this section must give to each person who enrolls as an 183 

ADRD participant in the center, or the caregiver, a copy of the 184 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 844 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì750262ÃÎ750262 

 

Page 8 of 10 

3/11/2019 1:06:43 PM 596-02832A-19 

ADRD participant’s plan of care, as well as information 185 

regarding resources to assist in ensuring the safety and 186 

security of the ADRD participant, which must include, but need 187 

not be limited to, information pertaining to driving for those 188 

persons affected by dementia, available technology on wandering-189 

prevention devices and identification devices, the Silver Alert 190 

program and the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan in this state, and 191 

dementia-specific safety interventions and strategies that can 192 

be used in the home setting. 193 

Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 194 

 195 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 196 

And the title is amended as follows: 197 

Delete everything before the enacting clause 198 

and insert: 199 

A bill to be entitled 200 

An act relating to the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan; 201 

amending s. 937.0201, F.S.; redefining the term 202 

“missing endangered person” to include a missing adult 203 

who meets the criteria for activation of the At-Risk 204 

Adult Alert Plan of the Department of Law Enforcement; 205 

creating s. 937.0205, F.S.; providing legislative 206 

findings and intent; requiring the Department of Law 207 

Enforcement, in cooperation with the Department of 208 

Transportation, the Department of Highway Safety and 209 

Motor Vehicles, the Department of the Lottery, and 210 

local law enforcement agencies, to establish and 211 

implement the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan; providing plan 212 

requirements; authorizing local law enforcement 213 
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agencies to broadcast to subscribers of notifications, 214 

to the media, and on lottery terminals about certain 215 

missing adults; specifying which local law enforcement 216 

agency may broadcast such information; authorizing the 217 

local law enforcement agency to request that a case be 218 

opened with the Department of Law Enforcement’s 219 

Missing Endangered Persons Information Clearinghouse; 220 

requiring the clearinghouse to coordinate with the 221 

Department of Transportation and the Department of 222 

Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles for the activation 223 

of dynamic message signs on state highways and the 224 

immediate broadcast of certain critical information 225 

under certain circumstances; specifying that an agency 226 

responsible for posting an At-Risk Adult Alert on 227 

dynamic message signs does not violate the act if 228 

other emergency information must be posted instead; 229 

requiring the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan to include 230 

certain procedures; specifying additional requirements 231 

for the plan; authorizing the Department of Law 232 

Enforcement to adopt rules; amending s. 937.021, F.S.; 233 

providing that the Department of Law Enforcement, as 234 

the At-Risk Adult Alert coordinator, and certain 235 

agencies, employees, individuals, and entities are 236 

immune from civil liability for damages for performing 237 

certain actions in good faith; providing that the 238 

presumption of good faith is not overcome under 239 

certain circumstances; providing construction; 240 

amending s. 937.022, F.S.; authorizing only the law 241 

enforcement agency having jurisdiction over a case to 242 
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make a request to the clearinghouse for the activation 243 

of a state At-Risk Adult Alert involving a missing 244 

adult under certain circumstances; amending s. 245 

429.918, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made 246 

by the act; providing an effective date. 247 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan; 2 

amending s. 937.0201, F.S.; redefining the term 3 

“missing endangered person” to include a missing adult 4 

who meets the criteria for activation of the At-Risk 5 

Adult Alert Plan of the Department of Law Enforcement; 6 

creating s. 937.0205, F.S.; providing legislative 7 

findings and intent; requiring the Department of Law 8 

Enforcement, in cooperation with the Department of 9 

Transportation, the Department of Highway Safety and 10 

Motor Vehicles, and local law enforcement agencies, to 11 

establish and implement the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan; 12 

providing plan requirements; requiring a local law 13 

enforcement agency to broadcast information to the 14 

public and the media about certain missing adults; 15 

specifying which local law enforcement agency must 16 

broadcast such information; authorizing the local law 17 

enforcement agency to request that a case be opened 18 

with the Department of Law Enforcement’s Missing 19 

Endangered Persons Information Clearinghouse; 20 

requiring the clearinghouse to coordinate with the 21 

Department of Transportation and the Department of 22 

Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles for the activation 23 

of dynamic message signs on state highways and the 24 

immediate broadcast of certain critical information 25 

under certain circumstances; specifying that an agency 26 

responsible for posting an At-Risk Adult Alert on 27 

dynamic message signs does not violate the act if 28 

other emergency information must be posted instead; 29 
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requiring the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan to include 30 

certain procedures; specifying additional requirements 31 

for the plan; requiring the Department of Law 32 

Enforcement to adopt rules; amending s. 937.021, F.S.; 33 

providing that the Department of Law Enforcement, as 34 

the At-Risk Adult Alert coordinator, and certain 35 

agencies, employees, individuals, and entities are 36 

immune from civil liability for damages for performing 37 

certain actions in good faith; providing that the 38 

presumption of good faith is not overcome under 39 

certain circumstances; providing construction; 40 

amending s. 937.022, F.S.; authorizing only the law 41 

enforcement agency having jurisdiction over a case to 42 

make a request to the clearinghouse for the activation 43 

of a state At-Risk Adult Alert involving a missing 44 

adult under certain circumstances; amending s. 45 

429.918, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made 46 

by the act; providing an effective date. 47 

 48 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 49 

 50 

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 937.0201, Florida 51 

Statutes, is amended to read: 52 

937.0201 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term: 53 

(4) “Missing endangered person” means any of the following: 54 

(a) A missing child.; 55 

(b) A missing adult younger than 26 years of age.; 56 

(c) A missing adult 26 years of age or older who is 57 

suspected by a law enforcement agency of being endangered or the 58 
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victim of criminal activity.; or 59 

(d) A missing adult who meets the criteria for activation 60 

of the Silver Alert Plan of the Department of Law Enforcement. 61 

(e) A missing adult who meets the criteria for activation 62 

of the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan of the Department of Law 63 

Enforcement pursuant to s. 937.0205. 64 

Section 2. Section 937.0205, Florida Statutes, is created 65 

to read: 66 

937.0205 At-Risk Adult Alert Plan.— 67 

(1) The Legislature finds that a standardized state system 68 

is necessary to aid in the search for a missing adult who has a 69 

verified mental or cognitive impairment, whose disappearance 70 

poses a credible threat to the person’s welfare and safety, and 71 

who does not meet the criteria for activation of the Silver 72 

Alert Plan of the Department of Law Enforcement. The Legislature 73 

also finds that a coordinated local law enforcement and state 74 

agency response with prompt and widespread sharing of 75 

information will improve the chances of the person being found. 76 

Therefore, the Legislature intends to establish the At-Risk 77 

Adult Alert Plan pursuant to this section. 78 

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the At-Risk 79 

Adult Alert Plan be established and implemented in a manner that 80 

seeks to safeguard the privacy rights and related health and 81 

diagnostic information of the missing adult to the greatest 82 

extent practicable. 83 

(3) The Department of Law Enforcement, in cooperation with 84 

the Department of Transportation, the Department of Highway 85 

Safety and Motor Vehicles, and local law enforcement agencies, 86 

shall establish and implement the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan. At a 87 

Florida Senate - 2019 SB 844 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

31-00211A-19 2019844__ 

 Page 4 of 9  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

minimum, the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan must: 88 

(a) Provide for the protection of the privacy, dignity, 89 

independence, and autonomy of the missing adult by including 90 

standards that aim to safeguard these civil liberties through 91 

preventing the inadvertent or unnecessary broadcasting or 92 

dissemination of sensitive health and diagnostic information in 93 

unwarranted circumstances. 94 

(b) Provide that the broadcasting and dissemination of 95 

alerts and related information be limited to the geographic 96 

areas where the missing adult could reasonably be, considering 97 

the person’s circumstances and physical and mental condition, 98 

the modes of transportation available to the person, and the 99 

circumstances of the person’s disappearance. 100 

(4)(a) Under the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan, a local law 101 

enforcement agency shall broadcast information to the public and 102 

the media about a missing adult: 103 

1. Who has a verified mental or cognitive impairment; 104 

2. Whose disappearance poses a credible threat to the 105 

person’s welfare and safety; and 106 

3. Who does not meet the criteria for activation of the 107 

Silver Alert Plan of the Department of Law Enforcement. 108 

(b) The local law enforcement agency broadcasting such 109 

information must be the agency that is best able to notify the 110 

media and disseminate the information by cellular telephone 111 

alerts and other technologies in order to communicate with the 112 

residents in the jurisdiction where the missing adult is 113 

believed to be. 114 

(c) Under the plan, the local law enforcement agency may 115 

also request that a case be opened with the Department of Law 116 
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Enforcement’s Missing Endangered Persons Information 117 

Clearinghouse. To enhance the local or regional efforts, in 118 

cases in which a vehicle is involved, the clearinghouse must 119 

coordinate with the Department of Transportation and the 120 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles for the 121 

activation of dynamic message signs on state highways and the 122 

immediate broadcast of critical information to the public about 123 

the missing adult in accordance with the plan. 124 

(d) If a traffic emergency arises requiring that 125 

information pertaining to the traffic emergency be displayed on 126 

a dynamic message sign on a state highway in lieu of an At-Risk 127 

Adult Alert, the agency responsible for posting the At-Risk 128 

Adult Alert on the dynamic message sign does not violate this 129 

section. 130 

(5) The At-Risk Adult Alert Plan must include procedures to 131 

monitor the use and activation of this system and the results 132 

from its use. The plan must also include a strategy for 133 

informing and educating law enforcement, the media, and other 134 

stakeholders about the plan. 135 

(6) The Department of Law Enforcement shall adopt rules to 136 

implement and administer this section. 137 

Section 3. Paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of subsection (5) 138 

of section 937.021, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 139 

937.021 Missing child and missing adult reports.— 140 

(5) 141 

(c) Upon receiving a request to record, report, transmit, 142 

display, or release Silver Alert or At-Risk Adult Alert 143 

information from the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction 144 

over the missing adult, the Department of Law Enforcement as the 145 
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state Silver Alert and At-Risk Adult Alert coordinator, any 146 

state or local law enforcement agency, and the personnel of 147 

these agencies; any radio or television network, broadcaster, or 148 

other media representative; any dealer of communications 149 

services as defined in s. 202.11; or any agency, employee, 150 

individual, or entity is immune from civil liability for damages 151 

for complying in good faith with the request and is presumed to 152 

have acted in good faith in recording, reporting, transmitting, 153 

displaying, or releasing Silver Alert or At-Risk Adult Alert 154 

information pertaining to the missing adult. 155 

(d) The presumption of good faith is not overcome if a 156 

technical or clerical error is made by any agency, employee, 157 

individual, or entity acting at the request of the local law 158 

enforcement agency having jurisdiction, or if the Amber Alert, 159 

Missing Child Alert, missing child information, missing adult 160 

information, or Silver Alert, or At-Risk Adult Alert information 161 

is incomplete or incorrect because the information received from 162 

the local law enforcement agency was incomplete or incorrect. 163 

(e) Neither this subsection nor any other provision of law 164 

creates a duty of the agency, employee, individual, or entity to 165 

record, report, transmit, display, or release the Amber Alert, 166 

Missing Child Alert, missing child information, missing adult 167 

information, or Silver Alert, or At-Risk Adult Alert information 168 

received from the local law enforcement agency having 169 

jurisdiction. The decision to record, report, transmit, display, 170 

or release information is discretionary with the agency, 171 

employee, individual, or entity receiving the information. 172 

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 173 

937.022, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 174 
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937.022 Missing Endangered Persons Information 175 

Clearinghouse.— 176 

(3) The clearinghouse shall: 177 

(b) Provide a centralized file for the exchange of 178 

information on missing endangered persons. 179 

1. Every state, county, or municipal law enforcement agency 180 

shall submit to the clearinghouse information concerning missing 181 

endangered persons. 182 

2. Any person having knowledge may submit a missing 183 

endangered person report to the clearinghouse concerning a child 184 

or adult younger than 26 years of age whose whereabouts is 185 

unknown, regardless of the circumstances, subsequent to 186 

reporting such child or adult missing to the appropriate law 187 

enforcement agency within the county in which the child or adult 188 

became missing, and subsequent to entry by the law enforcement 189 

agency of the child or person into the Florida Crime Information 190 

Center and the National Crime Information Center databases. The 191 

missing endangered person report shall be included in the 192 

clearinghouse database. 193 

3. Only the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over 194 

the case may submit a missing endangered person report to the 195 

clearinghouse involving a missing adult age 26 years or older 196 

who is suspected by a law enforcement agency of being endangered 197 

or the victim of criminal activity. 198 

4. Only the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over 199 

the case may make a request to the clearinghouse for the 200 

activation of a state Silver Alert or an At-Risk Adult Alert 201 

involving a missing adult if circumstances regarding the 202 

disappearance have met the criteria for activation of the Silver 203 
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Alert or an At-Risk Adult Alert Plan. 204 

Section 5. Paragraph (d) of subsection (6) and subsection 205 

(9) of section 429.918, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 206 

429.918 Licensure designation as a specialized Alzheimer’s 207 

services adult day care center.— 208 

(6) 209 

(d) Each employee hired on or after July 1, 2012, who 210 

provides direct care to ADRD participants, must receive and 211 

review an orientation plan that includes, at a minimum: 212 

1. Procedures to locate an ADRD participant who has 213 

wandered from the center. These procedures shall be reviewed 214 

regularly with all direct care staff. 215 

2. Information on the Silver Alert program and the At-Risk 216 

Adult Alert Plan in this state. 217 

3. Information regarding available products or programs 218 

used to identify ADRD participants or prevent them from 219 

wandering away from the center, their home, or other locations. 220 

(9) An adult day care center having a license designated 221 

under this section must give to each person who enrolls as an 222 

ADRD participant in the center, or the caregiver, a copy of the 223 

ADRD participant’s plan of care, as well as information 224 

regarding resources to assist in ensuring the safety and 225 

security of the ADRD participant, which must include, but need 226 

not be limited to, information pertaining to driving for those 227 

persons affected by dementia, available technology on wandering-228 

prevention devices and identification devices, the Silver Alert 229 

program and the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan in this state, and 230 

dementia-specific safety interventions and strategies that can 231 

be used in the home setting. 232 
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Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2019. 233 
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POLICY ANALYSIS 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Requires FDLE, in cooperation with the Department of Transportation (DOT), the Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) and local law enforcement agencies, to establish and implement an At-Risk Adult Alert Plan for 
certain missing adults with a verified mental or cognitive impairment; requires local law enforcement agencies to 
broadcast information to public and media via cellular telephone alerts and other technologies regarding certain missing 
adults; requires FDLE to coordinate with DOT and DHSMV to activate dynamic message signs when a vehicle is involved 
with an At-Risk Adult Alert. If approved, this bill would be effective July 1, 2019. 
 

2. SUBSTANTIVE BILL ANALYSIS 

1. PRESENT SITUATION: 

 
There is not currently a provision for an At-Risk Adult Alert Plan in Florida Statutes. FDLE coverage of all existing alert 
types is 24 hours per day, seven days a week by analysts, on-call Inspectors and supervisors.  

 
2. EFFECT OF THE BILL: 

 

Proposes an “At-Risk Adult Alert Plan” amending s. 937.0201, s. 937.021, and s. 937.022, F.S., and creates s. 937.0205, 
F.S., requiring FDLE, in cooperation with DOT, DHSMV and local law enforcement agencies, to establish and implement 
an At-Risk Adult Alert Plan for missing adults who have a verified mental or cognitive impairment, whose disappearance 
poses a credible threat to their welfare or safety and who does not meet the criteria for activation under the Silver Alert 
Plan. 
 
Local law enforcement agencies are required to broadcast information to the public and the media regarding At-Risk Adult 
Alerts and are required to disseminate the alert information by cellular telephone alerts. This bill requires local law 
enforcement dissemination of alert information via cellular telephone alerts, which utilize the Emergency Alert System 
(EAS) to send out Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEAs), and other technologies to communicate with residents in the 
jurisdiction where the missing adult is believed to be located. When a vehicle is involved, FDLE must coordinate with DOT 
and DHSMV for the activation of dynamic message signs on state highways and the immediate broadcast of information 
to the public regarding the missing adult. 
 
Specifies the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan be established to safeguard the privacy rights and related health and diagnostic 
information of the missing adult to the greatest extent practicable. Additionally, the plan must include procedures to 
monitor the use and activation of this system and the results from its use must include a strategy for informing and 
educating law enforcement, the media and other stakeholders regarding the plan. 

 
3. DOES THE LEGISLATION DIRECT OR ALLOW THE AGENCY/BOARD/COMMISSION/DEPARTMENT TO 

DEVELOP, ADOPT, OR ELIMINATE RULES, REGULATIONS, POLICIES OR PROCEDURES?   Y  N  

If yes, explain: This bill directs FDLE, in conjunction with DOT, DHSMV and local law enforcement, 
to establish and implement the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan. This would require FDLE to 
create the criteria that must be met to issue an At-Risk Adult Alert and establish 
policies and procedures on how to activate and cancel such an alert. 

Also included is the requirement to monitor the use and activation of this system and 
the results from its use, as well as a requirement to create a strategy for informing 
and educating law enforcement, the media and other stakeholders about the plan. 
New policies and procedures would be required to implement these requirements. 

 

What is the expected impact to 
the agency’s core mission? 

Y  N  

Rule(s) impacted (provide 
references to F.A.C., etc.): 
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4. WHAT IS THE POSITION OF AFFECTED CITIZENS OR STAKEHOLDER GROUPS? 

List any known proponents and 
opponents: 

 

 

Provide a summary of the 
proponents’ and opponents’ 
positions: 

 

 

 

5. ARE THERE ANY REPORTS OR STUDIES REQUIRED BY THIS BILL?   Y  N  

If yes, provide a description: The At-Risk Adult Alert Plan must include procedures to monitor the activation, use 
and results of this system. 

Date Due: None specified. 

 

Bill Section Number: 2 

 

 

6. ARE THERE ANY NEW GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS OR CHANGES TO EXISTING BOARDS, TASK 
FORCES, COUNCILS, COMMISSION, ETC. REQUIRED BY THIS BILL?   Y  N  

Board:   

 

Board Purpose:  

 

Who Appointments:  

 

Appointee Term:  

 

Changes:  

 

Bill Section Number(s):  

 

FISCAL ANALYSIS 

 

1.   DOES THE BILL HAVE A FISCAL IMPACT TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT?  Y  N  

Revenues:   

 

Expenditures:  Indeterminate cost to local law enforcement agencies to develop policies, train staff, 
including dispatchers and officers, establish or enhance necessary infrastructure and 
systems to perform mandated notifications and maintain 24/7 readiness to issue At-
Risk Adult Alerts. 

Does the legislation increase 
local taxes or fees? 

 

 

If yes, does the legislation 
provide for a local referendum 
or local governing body public 
vote prior to implementation of 
the tax or fee increase? 

 

 

 

2.   DOES THE BILL HAVE A FISCAL IMPACT TO STATE GOVERNMENT?  Y  N  

Revenues:   
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Expenditures:  FDLE coverage of all alert types is 24 hours per day, seven days a week by 
analysts, on-call Inspectors, and supervision. Based on the estimated number of new 
alerts this bill would create each year (287), FDLE would require three Crime 
Intelligence Analyst I positions to maintain current caseload and alerts while also 
training, activating and maintaining the newly added alerts. ($164,101 in year one for 
salary, benefits, expense and human resources services and $152,836 recurring). 
Depending on how the alert criteria are written and how many new alerts are 
activated, additional sworn staff may also be required. 
 

As noted in the Technological Impact section, the fiscal impact of hiring one 
programmer is estimated to be $170,000/year. 

 

Total Fiscal Impact: $334,101 (322,836 recurring) 

Does the legislation contain a 
State Government 
appropriation? 

 

 

If yes, was this appropriated 
last year?  

 

 

 

3.   DOES THE BILL HAVE A FISCAL IMPACT TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR?  Y  N  

Revenues:   

 

Expenditures:   

 

Other:   

 

 

4.   DOES THE BILL INCREASE OR DECREASE TAXES, FEES, OR FINES?  Y  N  

Does the bill increase taxes, 
fees or fines?  

 

 

Does the bill decrease taxes, 
fees or fines? 

 

What is the impact of the 
increase or decrease? 

 

 

Bill Section Number:  

 

 

TECHNOLOGY IMPACT 

1.   DOES THE LEGISLATION IMPACT THE AGENCY’S TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS (I.E., IT SUPPORT, LICENSING, 
SOFTWARE, DATA STORAGE, ETC.)?  Y  N  

If yes, describe the anticipated 
impact to the agency including 
any fiscal impact. 

Requires establishment and implementation of an At-Risk Adult Alert Plan, including 
modifications to existing information technology systems. These modifications are 
estimated to take 12 months to complete and will require the efforts of a dedicated 
programmer. FDLE is requesting recurring funds for this programmer, estimated at 
$170,000/year.   

 

Due to the time estimated to complete the changes outlined in this bill, FDLE is 
recommending that the effective date be amended to July 1, 2020. 
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FEDERAL IMPACT 

1.   DOES THE LEGISLATION HAVE A FEDERAL IMPACT (I.E., FEDERAL COMPLIANCE, FEDERAL FUNDING, 
FEDERAL AGECY INVOLVEMENT, ETC.)?  Y  N  

If yes, describe the anticipated 
impact including any fiscal 
impact. 

The Electronic Code of Federal Regulations states that participating commercial 
mobile service providers are required to receive and transmit the following classes of 
Alert Messages: Presidential Alerts, Imminent Threat Alerts, Child Abduction 
Emergency/AMBER Alerts, and (as of May 1, 2019) Public Safety Messages. This 
Federal Code does not account for missing persons that do not fall under the criteria 
for a Child Abduction Emergency/AMBER Alert. The code would likely have to be 
amended to include non-abduction missing adult emergencies. Should that code be 
so amended, local law enforcement agencies without Wireless Emergency Alert 
(WEA) alerting authority would be required to successfully apply through the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for alerting authority and obtain the 
necessary training and credentials to issue WEAs (see Additional Comments below 
for further information). 

 

LEGAL - GENERAL COUNSEL’S OFFICE REVIEW 

 

Issues/concerns/comments and 
recommended action: 

 Recommend defining “mental or cognitive impairment,” (line 71, 105) as that can 
be interpreted broadly to incorporate unintentional concerns.  

 Verification (line 71, 105) of impairment may be problematic as true verification 
would require medical documentation, which may usually be obtained only 
pursuant to a court order in a criminal investigation. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 

 The proposed bill offers insufficient information regarding the intended criteria required to activate the At-Risk Adult 
Alert Plan. The plan requires a “verified mental or cognitive impairment.” 

o “Mental or cognitive impairment” is not defined and is exceptionally broad and vague. As written in the bill, 
“cognitive impairment” could include impairment due to drugs or alcohol. According to the 2017 Uniform Crime 
Report, there were 32,588 adult DUI arrests in Florida that year. Therefore, the amount of missing/endangered 
adults who could fit under “cognitive impairment” and meet the criteria for an At-Risk Adult Alert could be 
astronomical. 

o Neither FDLE nor local law enforcement agencies have the capacity, expertise, or records access to determine 
mental illness or cognitive impairment. 

 The proposed bill specifies that the plan must be established in a manner that seeks to safeguard the privacy rights 
and related health and diagnostic information of the missing adult to the greatest extent practicable. Issuing an alert of 
this type to the public may raise privacy concerns simply by the nature of what an At-Risk Alert is (the public will 
immediately know the adult has mental or cognitive impairment). 

 Public engagement is paramount to the proven effectiveness of alert programs. The carefully vetted and precisely 
defined criteria for issuing Amber, Silver and Missing Child alerts are in place to locate and protect those missing 
endangered individuals most effectively. Increasing the number and frequency of alerts activated is likely to have a 
desensitizing effect on the public, and may significantly decrease the perceived gravity and actual effectiveness of all 
alerts including emergency weather, AMBER, Silver and Missing Child alerts. 

 During 2018, the number of adult “endangered/disability/other” missing persons cases entered into the Florida Crime 
Information Center (FCIC) was 422.64% greater than the missing child cases entered of the same category.  

o During calendar year 2018, FDLE issued 9 AMBER Alerts and 59 Missing Child Alerts for a total of 68 child 
related alerts.  

o Based on 422.64% larger population of “endangered/disability/other” adults over children in the same category, 
implementation of the At-Risk Adult Alert could lead to a potential minimum of 287 additional alerts per year in 
Florida.  
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o In addition to the AMBER and Missing Child Alerts issued in 2018, FDLE issued 257 Silver Alerts. Combined 
Florida alerts in 2018, totaled 325. 

o Adding the estimated 287 potential At-Risk Adult Alerts to the actual statistics for the most recent calendar year 
results in a projected total of 612 alerts per year, an 88% increase in alerts, averaging 51 alerts per month and 
more than one alert every day.  

 This bill requires local law enforcement dissemination of alert information via cellular telephone alerts, which utilize the 
EAS to send out WEAs. Subpart D of the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations states that participating commercial 
mobile service providers are required to receive and transmit the following classes of WEAs: 

o Presidential Alerts;  

o Imminent Threat Alerts (used for weather emergencies and local emergencies requiring immediate action or 
evacuation);  

o Child Abduction Emergency/AMBER Alerts; and  

o As of May 1, 2019, Public Safety Messages (defined in the Code as an essential public safety advisory that 
prescribes one or more actions likely to save lives and/or safeguard property during an emergency and may 
only be issued in connection with a Presidential Alert, Imminent Threat Alert, or a Child Abduction 
Emergency/AMBER Alert). 

 The federal code does not account for missing persons that do not fall under the criteria for a Child Abduction 
Emergency/AMBER Alert. The code would likely have to be amended to include non-abduction missing adult 
emergencies. If so amended, use of the EAS is not currently authorized for all of Florida’s local law enforcement 
agencies. Local agencies without alerting authority would be required to successfully apply through the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for alerting authority and obtain the necessary training and credentials to 
issue WEAs. 

 Currently, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), in coordination with state and local public 
safety officials, issues WEAs via the EAS system specifically limited to AMBER Alerts. At this time a child abduction 
emergency is explicitly required to issue a NCMEC WEA. If the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations was amended 
to include non-abduction missing adult emergencies, it is probable that changes to both policy and system capabilities 
would be required for NCMEC to allow and have the capacity to issue WEAs for adult, non-abduction emergencies. 

 Established missing endangered person alert programs include AMBER, Missing Child and Silver Alerts. The 
determining criteria, issuance protocol and systems access and authority relating to each of these alerts are clearly 
defined and set forth under state and/or federal guidance. 

o AMBER Alerts are proscribed and authorized under TITLE III -- Subtitle A of the federal “PROTECT” Act.   
AMBER Alerts utilize the Emergency Alert System and law enforcement is authorized through the PROTECT 
Act and by the Federal Communications Commission to utilize and interrupt regular services of radio, 
television and mobile communications within the strict parameters allowed for under the Act. 

o Similarly, Florida Missing Child Alert (MCA) and Silver Alert criteria and protocols were developed drawing 
heavily from existing practices vetted through partnerships involving multiple Florida stakeholders including 
Florida Governor’s Office, Legislature, FDLE, the Florida Department of Transportation (DOT), the Florida 
Sheriffs Association (FSA), the Florida Police Chiefs Association (FPCA), the Florida Department of Elder 
Affairs (FDEA), the Florida Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida Lottery, etc. Neither MCAs nor Silver Alerts 
utilize any Emergency Alert communications systems.  

 AMBER alerts are the sole alert protocol that utilize and are authorized to for WEAs. In 2018, 316 Missing Child Alerts 
and Silver Alerts were issued and 100% of them were resolved without the use of a WEA. Additionally, if WEAs are 
utilized for At-Risk Adult alerts, it may appear the state is prioritizing at-risk adults over missing endangered children 
or the elderly and other adults that meet the criteria for a Silver Alert.  

 This bill requires dissemination of cellular telephone alerts by local law enforcement agencies which do not currently 
have that capability. This would likely necessitate that FDLE distribute the WEA for the At-Risk Adult Alerts. The bill 
also requires notification from local law enforcement via “other technologies,” which could mean the state Lottery 
system. As written, local silver alerts may fall into the At-Risk Adult Alert plan. Currently, FDLE does not participate in 
the activation of local Silver Alerts. 

o A local Silver Alert is similar to a State Silver Alert, but is used when the missing person is on-foot. There 
were at least 374 local silver alerts issues by local law enforcement agencies in 2018. 

o Local Silver Alerts are not administered under the Silver Alert Plan and therefore would fall under the 
proposed criteria for the At-Risk Adult Alert Plan. 

o Consequently, FDLE may be required to issue a WEA and activate lottery terminals for every local Silver Alert 
that is issued. 
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 The bill notes that the agency responsible for posting the At-Risk Adult Alert on a dynamic message sign does not 
violate the statute if a traffic emergency requiring use of the dynamic message sign arises. However, the bill does not 
define a priority hierarchy with simultaneous active AMBER, Missing Child, Silver Alerts, or Blue Alerts utilizing the 
dynamic message signs, nor is there an accounting for liability if an active AMBER, Missing Child, or Silver Alert is 
displayed instead of an At-Risk Adult Alert. 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 898 contains various provisions relating to transportation. More specifically, the bill: 

 Repeals the Florida Expressway Authority Act, thereby repealing the Miami-Dade County 

Expressway Authority (MDX or Authority). 

 Transfers the operational and financial control of Miami-Dade County expressway system to 

the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and requires the FDOT to acquire the 

assets and assume the liabilities of the MDX. 

 Prohibits the FDOT from increasing toll rates on the expressway system except as required 

by bond covenants and provides authorized uses of fees generated from toll revenues 

collected until outstanding bond obligations as of July 1, 2018, are discharged. 

 Prohibits the FDOT from collecting tolls on a former MDX facility after the discharge of any 

outstanding bond obligations related to such facility and from charging a toll exceeding $5 on 

a HOT lane or express lane in Miami-Dade County. 

 Revises the authorized uses of Charter County and Regional Transportation System Surtax 

proceeds in Miami-Dade County and limits the distribution of such proceeds to 

municipalities in that county to 25 percent in total. 

 Requires the FDOT to consider refinancing outstanding MDX bonds if doing so would result 

in a net cost savings and to use any resulting cost savings to reduce toll rates. 

 Requires the FDOT to use unencumbered cash balances resulting from the transfer of the 

MDX to DOT to prepay or defease outstanding MDX bonds or debt to the extent allowed by 

the bond covenants. 

 Requires the FDOT to display signs showing the date or year in which the bonds will be paid. 

REVISED:         
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 Requires the FDOT to submit certain toll-related reports to the Miami-Dade County Board of 

County Commission and the Miami-Dade County Transportation Planning Organization by 

October 1 each year, beginning in 2020. 

 Relocates public-private partnership authorization and related provisions from the repealed 

Expressway Authority Act to provisions relating specifically to the Tampa-Hillsborough 

County Expressway Authority and the Central Florida Expressway Authority. 

 Requires the FDOT to program sufficient funds in its tentative work program such that all, 

rather than 90 percent, of the net toll collections attributable to users of turnpike facilities in 

Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties are committed to projects and bond finance 

commitments in those counties. 

 Reenacts and makes permanent the rebuilt motor vehicle inspection program overseen by the 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles in Miami-Dade County that was repealed 

on July 1, 2018. 

 Requires the FDOT to approve design plans for projects impacting its rights-of-way if the 

plans meet FDOT standards. 

 Revises the FDOT’s authorization for innovative highway projects to innovative 

transportation projects demonstrating innovative techniques of bridge design. 

 Repeals the Osceola County Expressway Authority, which has transferred its projects to the 

Central Florida Expressway Authority. 

 

The bill presents an increase in state revenues and expenditures, and a reduction of the same to 

the MDX, due to the transfer of the assets and liabilities of the MDX to the FDOT. Other 

provisions present a fiscal impact to both state and local government. See the “Fiscal Impact” 

heading for more specific information. 

 

Except as otherwise provided, the bill takes effect July 1, 2019. 

II. Present Situation: 

This bill addresses a wide variety of transportation issues related to the FDOT, expressway 

authorities, toll lanes and revenues, transportation surtaxes, and motor vehicles. For ease of 

organization and readability, the Present Situation for the provisions in each section of the bill is 

discussed in conjunction with the Effect of Proposed Changes. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Florida Expressway Authority Act 

Present Situation 

The Florida Expressway Authority Act (FEAA), codified in part I of Ch. 348, F.S.,1 authorizes 

any county or two or more contiguous counties within a single Florida Department of 

                                                 
1 Part I of Ch. 348, F.S., consists of ss. 348.0001 through 348.0012, F.S. 
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Transportation (FDOT) district,2 to form an expressway authority as an agency of the state, by 

resolution adopted by the board (or boards) of county commissioners.3 

 

Section 348.0003, F.S., provides for the formation and membership of an expressway authority 

established under the FEAA. This section of the statues provides for an authority’s voting 

membership, election of officers, and appointment of employees, and also provides ethics 

requirements applicable only to MDX.4 

 

Section 348.0004, F.S., provides the purposes and powers of an expressway authority created 

pursuant to the FEAA. These authorities may acquire, hold, construct, improve, maintain, 

operate, and own an expressway system.5 Section 348.0004, F.S., also authorizes each authority 

to exercise various powers required to carry out its purpose. Finally, s. 348.0004, F.S., contains 

provisions applicable to MDX relating to tolling, the maximum percentage of revenues that may 

be used for administrative expenses, the dedication of some of its surplus revenues6 for 

transportation projects in Miami-Dade County, the authority to borrow money and refund bonds, 

a mandatory toll decrease for SunPass7 users, and financial audit requirements. 

 

Section 348.0005, F.S., authorizes bonds to be issued on an authority’s behalf pursuant to the 

State Bond Act.8  However, MDX may issue its own bonds that are approved for purposes of s. 

11(f), Art. VII of the State Constitution.9 

 

Section 348.0007, F.S., authorizes an authority to appoint the FDOT as its agent for the purpose 

of constructing improvements and extensions to an expressway system and for the system’s 

completion. 

 

Section 348.0008, F.S., authorizes expressway authorities to acquire land and property, including 

by eminent domain proceedings. 

 

                                                 
2 The FDOT is statutorily organized into seven districts, each headed by a district secretary, and a turnpike enterprise and a 

rail enterprise, each headed by an executive director. Section 20.23(4)(a), F.S. For a map of the FDOT districts, see 

https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/images/default-source/content1/info/moredot/district-map-

lg.jpg?sfvrsn=4afe7389_2 (last visited March 10, 2019). 
3 Section 348.0003(1), F.S. 
4 Section 348.0003(5), F.S. 
5 Section 348.0002(9), F.S., defines “expressway system” as any and all expressways within the geographic boundaries of an 

expressway authority established pursuant to the Florida Expressway Authority Act and appurtenant facilities thereto, 

including, but not limited to, all approaches, roads, bridges, and avenues of access for such expressway. In any county as 

defined in s. 125.011(1), F.S., for purposes of this part, an expressway system includes a public transportation facility. A 

“county” as defined in s. 125.011(1), F.S., means Miami-Dade County. Infra note 27.   
6 Section 348.0002(12), F.S., defines “surplus revenues” as revenues in Miami-Dade County, id., derived from rates, fees, 

rentals, tolls, and other charges for the services and facilities of an expressway system as may exist at the end of a fiscal year 

after payment of all annually required operating and maintenance expenses for the fiscal year and all debt service payable in 

the fiscal year on bonds issued or other debts incurred for any purpose in connection with an expressway system, including 

debt incurred to finance the construction, extension, repair, or maintenance of an expressway system.   
7 SunPass is the state’s primary electronic toll collection system. 
8 Sections 215.57 through 215.83, F.S. 
9 Section 11(f), Art. VII of the State Constitution requires each project, building, or facility to be financed or refinanced with 

revenue bonds to first be approved by the Legislature by an act relating to appropriations or by general law.   
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Section 348.0009, F.S., expressly authorizes other units, boards, agencies, and individuals, to 

enter into contracts and other agreements with an expressway authority. 

 

Section 348.0010, F.S., provides the state’s pledge to expressway authority bondholders that the 

state will not limit or alter the rights vested in an authority and the FDOT until all bonds are fully 

paid and discharged. 

 

Section 348.0011, F.S., provides a specified tax exemption for expressway authorities and 

provides that the authority’s bonds are exempt from taxation except for income tax on interest, 

income, or profits on debt obligations owned by corporations. 

 

Section 348.00115, F.S, requires MDX to post specified information on its website including 

board meeting minutes, bond covenants, budgets and contracts. 

 

Section 348.0012, F.S., provides that except as expressly provided in the FEAA, the FEAA does 

not apply in a county in which an expressway authority has been created in another part of Ch. 

348, F.S.,10 or to the Jacksonville Transportation Authority.11 

 

Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority (MDX or Authority) 

 

The Miami-Dade County Commission created the MDX in 1994 through adoption of an 

ordinance pursuant to the authorization in the FEAA allowing formation of an expressway 

authority as an agency of the state.12 The MDX is the only expressway authority operating under 

the FEAA.13 The MDX system consists of the following roadways in Miami-Dade County: 

 S.R. 112/Airport Expressway, 

 S.R. 836/Dolphin Expressway, 

 S.R. 874/Don Shula Expressway, 

 S.R. 878/Snapper Creek Expressway, and 

 S.R. 924/Gratigny Parkway.14 

 

                                                 
10 Chapter 348, F.S., also creates the Tampa-Hillsborough County Expressway Authority, the Central Florida Expressway 

Authority, the Santa Rosa Bay Bridge Authority, and the Osceola County Expressway Authority.   
11 The Jacksonville Transportation Authority is created in Ch. 349, F.S. 
12 See Miami-Dade County Code of Ordinances, Part III, Chapter 2, Article XVIII available at 

http://miamidade.fl.elaws.us/code/coor_ptiii_ch2_artxviii (last viewed March 7, 2019). 
13 While the MDX is the only authority operating pursuant to the Florida Expressway Authority Act, Polk County formed the 

Polk Expressway Authority in 2016. See Orlando Sentinel, Polk greenlights authority for $1.5B toll road, January 27, 2016, 

available at http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/breaking-news/os-polk-expressway-authority-support-20160127-

story.html (last viewed March 7, 2019). However, that authority does not currently operate an expressway system, and 

research suggests the authority has no outstanding bonds. Also, Part V of Ch. 348, F.S., establishing the Osceola County 

Expressway Authority, contains numerous references to the Florida Expressway Authority Act. 
14 MDX, About MDX, available at https://www.mdxway.com/about/mdx (last viewed March 7, 2019). Operational and 

financial control of the system, comprised of the identified expressways, was transferred by the FDOT to the MDX in 1996 

(copy of the Transfer Agreement on file in the Senate Infrastructure and Security Committee). The FDOT retains the 

underlying title to the facilities. See The Florida Senate Committee on Transportation Issue Brief 2011-227, Toll Facility 

Lease-Purchase Agreements, October 2010, p. 7, available at 

http://archive.flsenate.gov/data/Publications/2011/Senate/reports/interim_reports/pdf/2011-227tr.pdf (last viewed March 8, 

2019). 
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Recent Legislation and Litigation 

 

In 2017, legislation became law which required the MDX, subject to compliance with its bond 

covenants, to reduce the toll charged on any of its toll facilities by at least 5 percent, but not 

more than 10 percent, for each SunPass account in good standing.15 

 

In 2018, additional legislation became law which required the MDX’s governing body, by 

October 1, 2018, to submit to the Governor information regarding its compliance with the 

minimum five-percent toll reduction prescribed in 2017. If the required toll reduction had not 

taken place, effective October 31, 2018, the existing board was to be dissolved and, except for 

the FDOT district secretary, a new board was to be appointed by that date. The 2018 legislation 

also provided that a member of the board on October 1, 2018, was prohibited from being 

appointed to the new board. Qualifications and appointments to the new board remained the 

same.16 On May 29, 2018, the MDX’s board approved a toll rate reduction on the Authority’s 

facilities, providing a 5.7 to 8 percent reduction in the toll rate, depending upon the existing toll 

rate. The new toll rates took effect on July 1, 2018.17 

 

The MDX has challenged the legality of some portions of the 2017 and 2018 legislation, on 

grounds that the legislation violates the constitutional prohibition against an impairment of 

contracts and violates a statutory covenant of the state that the state will not alter the rights 

vested in the authority until all bonds are fully paid and discharged.18 

 

Effect of Proposed Changes 

Section 13 of the bill repeals Part I of Ch. 348, F.S., thereby repealing the FEAA and the MDX. 

Repeal of the FEAA precludes any other county, or two or more contiguous counties within a 

single FDOT district, from creating an expressway authority under that provision. 

 

Section 14 creates an undesignated section of law transferring the governance and control of the 

MDX to the FDOT, including the assets, facilities, tangible and intangible property and any 

rights in such property, any other legal rights of the Authority, and the expressway system 

operated by the Authority. The FDOT succeeds to all powers of the Authority. The operation and 

maintenance of the expressway system are deemed under the control of the FDOT. Revenues 

collected on the expressway system are considered to be FDOT revenues, subject to the lien of 

the trust indentures securing Authority bonds. 

 

The FDOT, in consultation with the Division of Bond Finance, is directed to review all contracts, 

financial obligations, and contractual relationships and liabilities of the Authority and is 

authorized to assume the obligations determined to be necessary or desirable for the continued 

operation of the expressway system. 

                                                 
15 HB 1049, Ch. 2017-182, L.O.F. 
16 HB 141, Ch. 2018-145, L.O.F. 
17 Miami-Dade Expressway Authority Press Release, MDX Board of Directors Approves Toll Reduction, June 8, 2019, 

available at 

https://www.mdxway.com/press_releases/downloads/592/original_TOLL_REDUCTION_PRESS_RELEASE_FINAL.pdf?1

531322342 (last viewed March 7, 2019).  
18 Miami Dade County Expressway Authority v. Bondi, Case No. 2018 CA 001200, Second Judicial Circuit, Leon County, 

Florida. 
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Authority employees, officers, and members are prohibited from selling, disposing, 

encumbering, transferring, or expending Authority assets as reflected in the Authority’s financial 

statements for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018, other than in the ordinary course of business. 

For purposes of the undesignated section of law, the bill provides that incurring debt or issuing 

bonds for projects contained in the five-year work program adopted by the Authority on 

December 5, 2018, is not considered the ordinary course of business, but the bill does not 

prevent the Authority from designing and planning projects contained in that adopted five-year 

work program. 

 

The transfer of the Authority to the FDOT is subject to all terms and covenants provided for the 

protection of holders of Authority bonds in the trust indentures or resolutions adopted in 

connection with issuance of such bonds. Additionally, the bill provides that the transfer does not 

impair the terms of the contract between the Authority and the bondholders, does not act to the 

detriment of the bondholders, and does not diminish the security for the bonds. The FDOT 

expressly assume all obligations relating to the bonds to ensure the transfer will have no adverse 

impact on the security for the bonds. 

 

After the transfer, the bill directs the FDOT to: 

 Operate and maintain the expressway system and any other facilities of the Authority in 

accordance with the terms, conditions, and covenants in the trust indentures or bond 

resolutions securing the bonds.  

 Collect toll revenues and apply them to the payment of debt service as provided in the 

indentures or resolutions. 

 Consider refinancing all or a portion of outstanding Authority bonds if doing so would result 

in net cost savings. 

 Use any resulting cost savings from refinancing to reduce toll rates. 

 

The bill further requires the FDOT to use the transferred, unencumbered cash balances to prepay 

or defease outstanding Authority bonds or debts to the extent allowed by or consistent with the 

terms and covenants provided for protection of Authority bondholders in the indentures or 

resolutions adopted in connection with issuance of such bonds. 

 

The bill also requires the FDOT to display signs, near the roadway signage that displays toll 

rates, showing the date or year in which the bonds will be paid. 

 

Lastly, annually by October 1 beginning in 2020, the bill requires the FDOT to provide a report 

to the Miami-Dade County Board of County Commissioners and the Miami-Dade County 

Transportation Planning Organization detailing the toll collections, costs, and net revenues 

collected from the expressway system and turnpike operations in Miami-Dade County. The 

report must include details on projects funded and scheduled to be funded by toll revenues, 

including revenues of the Florida Turnpike Enterprise, in Miami-Dade County. 

 

Section 11 creates s. 338.271, F.S., directing the FDOT to acquire the assets and assume the 

liabilities of the Authority, and to continue the system of tolls of the former Authority until any 

outstanding bond obligations are fully discharged.  
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The bill “notwithstands” the authorization to continue to collect tolls after bond obligations are 

discharged19 and prohibits the FDOT from collecting tolls on a facility of the former Authority 

after the discharge of any bond obligations that are outstanding as of July 1, 2018.20  The bill also 

“notwithstands” the current directive to the FDOT to index toll rates on existing toll facilities to 

the annual Consumer Price Index21 and prohibits the FDOT from increasing toll rates on former 

MDX facilities except as required by bond covenants, effective upon the bill becoming law. 

 

The bill requires fees generated from toll revenues (until outstanding bond obligations as of July 

1, 2018, are discharged) to be deposited into the State Transportation Trust Fund, which may be 

used to: 

 Reimburse outstanding contractual obligations. 

 Operate and maintain the highways and toll facilities, including reconstruction and 

restoration, such that these facilities are maintained to FDOT standards. 

 Pay for projects funded by toll revenues from the former Authority which are contained in 

the five-year work program adopted by the Authority on December 5, 2018. 

 

Annual revenues in excess of those required to pay expenses identified above must be used by 

the FDOT to fund transportation projects in the area served by the former Authority. 

Notwithstanding any other law, the bill prohibits the facilities of the former Authority from 

becoming part of the Florida Turnpike Enterprise and are not subject to the Florida Turnpike 

Enterprise Law.22 

 

The operational and financial control of the five identified expressways in Miami-Dade County 

are transferred to the FDOT, and the FDOT would acquire the assets and assume the liabilities of 

the former Authority subject to the terms and covenants of any outstanding Authority bonds on 

July 1, 2019. 

 

Technical Revisions Related to the FEAA Repeal and the MDX Transfer 

 

Section 1 of the bill amends s. 20.23(2)(b)8., F.S., relating to the Florida Transportation 

Commission’s duty to monitor specified transportation, bridge, and expressway authorities, to 

remove reference to “any authority formed using part I of chapter 348,” as the bill repeals that 

part of Chapter 348, F.S. 

 

Section 4 amends s. 215.68(2), F.S., which currently authorizes bond issuance under the State 

Bond Act, as well as various related terms and conditions, and recites that those terms and 

                                                 
19 Section 338.165(1), F.S., authorizes the FDOT and any transportation or expressway authority (or any county or counties 

in the absence of an authority) to continue to collect the toll on a revenue-producing project after the discharge of any bond 

indebtedness related to such project and may increase such toll. 
20 As of June 30, 2018, the MDX had approximately $2.5 billion in assets and $1.6 billion in liabilities and deferrals, 

including approximately $1.5 billion in bonds outstanding. Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority, 2018 Comprehensive 

Annual Financial Report, Fiscal Years ended June 30, 2018 and 2017, available at 

https://www.mdxway.com/pdf/annual_reports/CAFR_2018.pdf (last viewed March 8, 2017). 
21 These toll rate adjustments must be made no more than once a year and no more than once every five years. Section 

338.165(3), F.S. 
22 The Florida Turnpike Enterprise Law is located in ss. 338.22 through 338.241, F.S. 
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conditions do not supersede the limitations of the FEAA relating to bond issuance. The bill 

removes the recitation, thus conforming the statute to the repeal of the FEAA. 

 

Section 8 amends s. 338.165, F.S., to remove references to s. 348.0004, F.S., relating in part to 

uses of Authority revenues, as the bill repeals that section contained in the FEAA. 

 

Financial Disclosure for Expressway and Other Transportation-Related Authorities 

Present Situation 

Article II, Section 8(a) of the Florida Constitution requires all elected constitutional officers and 

candidates for such offices and, as may be determined by law, other public officials, candidates, 

and employees to file full and public disclosures of their financial interests. Section 112.3144, 

F.S., implements this constitutional requirement. Full and public disclosure of financial interests 

means filing a sworn statement showing net worth and identifying each asset and liability in 

excess of $1,000 in value, together with either a copy of the person’s most recent federal income 

tax return or a sworn statement identifying each separate source and amount of income 

exceeding $1,000. The form to be filed with the Commission on Ethics is known as a Form 6.23 

 

Section 112.3145(2)(b), F.S., requires each local officer, specified state employee, or state 

officer to file a statement of financial interests, known as Form 1.24 In some instances, similar 

information is required in both forms; however, in general, Form 6 requires significantly more 

detailed information than the limited disclosure required in Form 1.25 These forms are also to be 

filed with the Florida Commission on Ethics. 

 

The FEAA, in s. 348.0003(4)(c), F.S., currently requires members of each expressway authority, 

transportation authority, bridge authority, or toll authority created pursuant to chapters 343, 348, 

or any other general law,26 to comply with the applicable full and public financial disclosure 

requirements of the state constitution.  

 

Section 343.1001, F.S., currently requires board members of the Northeast Florida Regional 

Transportation Commission (NFRTC) to file a statement of financial interest (Form 1) pursuant 

to s. 112.3145, F.S., notwithstanding the requirement for full and public disclosure in s. 

348.0003(4)(c), F.S. 

 

                                                 
23 For more information on filing requirements and relevant forms, see Florida Commission on Ethics, Filing Information, 

available at http://www.ethics.state.fl.us/Documents/Forms/Form1.html#form_1 (last viewed March, 13, 2019). 
24 Id. 
25 For more information, see Justice Administrative Commission, Florida’s Financial Disclosure Requirements, available at 

https://www.justiceadmin.org/HR/2015%20JAC%20-%20Print%20Copy.pdf (last viewed March 13, 2019). 
26 Chapter 343, F.S., creates the Northeast Florida Regional Transportation Commission, the South Florida Regional 

Transportation Authority, the Central Florida Regional Transportation Authority, the Northwest Florida Transportation 

Corridor Authority, and the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority. The MDX operates under Part I of ch. 348, F.S., 

and the following were created under separate parts of that chapter: The Tampa-Hillsborough County Expressway Authority, 

the Central Florida Expressway Authority, the Santa Rosa Bay Bridge Authority, and the Osceola County Expressway 

Authority. Chapter 349, F.S., creates the Jacksonville Transportation Authority. 
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Effect of Proposed Changes 

Section 2 of the bill relocates the statutory provision regarding financial disclosure forms filed 

by transportation and expressway authorities from s. 348.000(4)(c), F.S., which the bill repeals, 

to s. 112.3144(1), F.S. The actual financial disclosure requirements do not change. 

 

Section 12 amends s. 343.1003(6), relating to the NFRTC), which currently requires members of 

the NFRTC, notwithstanding s. 348.0003(4)(c), F.S., to file a statement of financial interest with 

the Commission on Ethics pursuant to s. 112.3145, F.S. The bill removes the reference to that 

section of law contained within the FEAA, as the bill repeals that section, and replaces it by 

requiring members to file statements of financial interests pursuant to s. 112.3145, F.S., 

notwithstanding s. 112.3144(1)(b). F.S. The obligation of the members of the NFRTC to file 

statements of financial interests (Form 1) remains unchanged 

 

High Occupancy Toll Lanes and Express Lanes 

Present Situation 

A high-occupancy-vehicle (HOV) lane is generally a lane of a public roadway designated for use 

by vehicles in which there is more than one occupant.27 A high-occupancy toll lane is an HOV 

lane, the use of which requires payment of a toll. 

 

Current law does not define the terms “high-occupancy toll lane” or “express lane.” However, 

the FDOT provides the following descriptions:  

 

Managed lanes are a [] strategy in which a set of lanes within an existing highway 

facility proactively implements a managed response to changing traffic 

conditions. A combination of tools such as access control, vehicle eligibility, and 

dynamic pricing28 are used for a managed lane, and there are several different 

types of managed lanes such as High-occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes, high-

occupancy toll lanes, express toll lanes, reversible lanes, and bus lanes.29 

 

Express lanes are a type of managed travel lane that is physically separated from 

the general use or general toll lanes within an existing roadway corridor. FDOT 

implements express lanes for congestion management purposes by designing 

them to operate at free-flow speed. Free-flow conditions in the express lanes are 

established when vehicles can safely operate at speeds of 45 miles per hour or 

higher, [and toll] amounts in the express lanes are dynamically updated to support 

free-flow conditions.30 

 

Section 338.166, F.S., authorizes the FDOT to request the Division of Bond Finance to issue 

bonds secured by toll revenues collected on HOT lanes or express lanes established on FDOT-

                                                 
27 Section 316.0741(1)(a), F.S. 
28 Also known as “variable pricing.” See s. 338.165, F.S. 
29 See FDOT, SIS Connections, Florida’s Strategic Intermodal System, December 2018, at p. 6, available at 

https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-

source/planning/systems/sis_newsletter_winter2019.pdf?sfvrsn=d6a066fc_4 (last visited February 18, 2019.) 
30 Id. 
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owned facilities. The FDOT may continue to collect the tolls on HOT lanes or express lanes after 

any bond debt is discharged. Such tolls must first be used to pay the annual cost of operation, 

maintenance, and improvement of the HOT lanes or express lanes project or associated 

transportation system.31 

 

The FDOT must use any remaining toll revenue from HOT lanes or express lanes for the 

construction, maintenance, or improvement of any road on the State Highway System within the 

county or counties in which the toll revenues were collected or to support express bus service on 

the facility where the toll revenues were collected. 

 

Effect of Proposed Changes 

Section 9  of the bill prohibits a toll that is more than $5 on any HOT lane or express lane in a 

county as defined in s. 125.011(1), F.S.; i.e., Miami-Dade County.32 Thus, the FDOT will be 

prohibited from charging more than a $5 toll for use of any HOT lane or express lane in Miami-

Dade County.33 The FDOT’s ability to manage congestion through variable pricing in such lanes 

may be negatively affected.  

  

Expressway Authority Public-Private Partnerships 

Present Situation 

The FEAA authorizes any expressway authority, transportation authority, bridge authority, or toll 

authority to receive or solicit proposals and enter into public-private partnership agreements, for 

the building, operation, ownership, or financing of authority transportation facilities or new 

transportation facilities within the authority’s jurisdiction which increase transportation capacity. 

The statute provides determinations that must be made regarding a proposed project, requires 

certain costs to be borne by the private entity, provides how transportation authorities are to 

provide notice of certain proposals and allows these authorities to exercise certain powers related 

to these agreements.34 

 

Effect of Proposed Changes 

Sections 15 and 16 of the bill create s. 348.635, F.S., relating to the Tampa-Hillsborough 

County Expressway Authority, and s. 348.7605, F.S., relating to the Central Florida Expressway 

Authority, to generally relocate public-private partnership authorization and related provisions 

being repealed in the FEAA. The relocated provisions are substantively the same as the statutory 

                                                 
31 Section 338.166, F.S., expressly does not apply to the turnpike system. 
32 Section 125.011(1), F.S., defines “county” as “any county operating under a home rule charter adopted pursuant to ss. 10, 

11, and 24, Art. VIII of the Constitution of 1885, as preserved by Art. VIII, s. 6(e) of the Constitution of 1968, which county, 

by resolution of its board of county commissioners, elects to exercise the powers herein conferred. Use of the word “county” 

within the above provisions shall include “board of county commissioners” of such county.” The local governments 

authorized to operate under a home rule charter by the State Constitutions of 1885 and 1968 are the City of Key West and 

Monroe County, Dade County, and Hillsborough County. Of these, only Miami-Dade County operates under a home-rule 

charter pursuant to this constitutional provision. Therefore, Miami-Dade County is the only county that meets the definition 

of “county” in s. 125.011(1), F.S. 
33 For more information on Florida’s express lanes, including a map of those in Miami-Dade County, see FDOT, Florida 

Express Lanes, available at http://floridaexpresslanes.com/ and http://floridaexpresslanes.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/04/Southeast-Florida-Express-Lanes-Map.pdf (last viewed March 10, 2019). 
34 Section 348.0004(10), F.S. The FDOT’s similar authority is contained in s. 334.30, F.S. 
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language currently in the FEAA. Any other expressway, transportation, bridge, or toll authority 

currently relying on the FEAA provisions for authorization to engage in public-private 

partnerships will no longer be authorized. 

 

Southeast Florida Turnpike Toll Revenue 

Present Situation 

Section 338.21, F.S., requires the FDOT to fix, adjust, charge, and collect such tolls on the 

turnpike system as are required in order to provide a fund sufficient with other turnpike system 

revenues to pay the cost of maintaining, improving, repairing, and operating the turnpike system; 

to pay the principal and interest on any bonds issued to finance or refinance any portion of the 

turnpike system as the bonds become due and payable; and to create reserves for such purposes. 

 

Section 338.231(3)(a), F.S., requires the FDOT, for the period July 1, 1998, through June 30, 

2027, to the maximum extent feasible, to program sufficient funds in its tentative work program 

developed pursuant to s. 339.135(4), F.S., such that the percentage of turnpike toll and bond 

financed commitments in Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties, as compared to total 

turnpike toll and bond financed commitments, is at least 90 percent of the share of net toll 

collections attributable to users of the turnpike system.35 This requirement does not apply when 

its application would violate any bond covenants for turnpike bonds. 

 

Effect of Proposed Changes 

Section 10 of the bill amends s. 338.231(3)(a), F.S., to remove the maximum feasibility and date 

references, making permanent the FDOT’s duty to program sufficient funds in its tentative work 

program such that all of the net toll collections attributable to users of turnpike facilities in the 

three identified counties are committed to projects and bond finance commitments in such 

counties. The bill retains the current provision rendering the requirement inapplicable when 

application would violate bond covenants. 

 

Charter County and Regional Transportation System Surtax 

Present Situation 

Section 212.055(1), creates the Charter County and Regional Transportation System Surtax, 

authorizing each charter county, each county the government of which is consolidated with that 

of one or more municipalities, and each county that is within or under an interlocal agreement 

with a regional transportation or transit authority to levy, subject to voter approval, a 

discretionary sales surtax of up to one percent.36 

 

                                                 
35 The 2017 Legislature last amended this provision, previously set to sunset on June 30, 2017, to extend the expiration date 

to June 30, 2027. Supra note 16. 
36 Section 212.055(1)(a) and (b), F.S. 
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Thirty-one counties are currently eligible to levy the surtax.37 However, only Broward, Duval, 

Hillsborough, and Miami-Dade Counties currently impose the surtax. Duval and Miami-Dade 

both levy the tax at a rate of one-half percent.38 

 

In Miami-Dade County, the surtax is dedicated to support the People’s Transportation Plan.39 In 

2002, Miami-Dade County’s voters approved the surtax for the purpose of funding the People’s 

Transportation Plan, including plans to build rapid transit lanes, expand bus service, purchase 

additional buses, improve traffic signalization, improve major and neighborhood roads and 

highways, and provide funding to municipalities for road and transportation projects. The 

ordinance also establishes the Citizens’ Independent Transportation Trust as an advisory entity 

created to oversee the use of the surtax proceeds.40 

 

Currently, proceeds from the Charter County and Regional Transportation System Surtax may be 

applied to as many or as few of the uses provided below in whatever combination the county 

commission deems appropriate:  

 Deposited by the county in the trust fund and used for a countywide bus system, on-demand 

transportation services,41 and related costs of a fixed guideway rapid transit system; 

 Remitted by the governing body of the county to an expressway, transit, or transportation 

authority to be used roads or bridges, a bus system, on-demand transportation services, for 

the payment of principal and interest on existing bonds issued for the construction of such 

roads or bridges, and, upon approval by the county commission, such proceeds may be 

pledged for bonds issued to refinance existing bonds or new bonds issued for the construction 

of such roads or bridges; or   

 Used by the county for roads and bridges; bus and fixed guideway systems; on-demand 

transportation services; and for the payment of principal and interest on bonds issued for the 

construction of fixed guideway rapid transit systems, bus systems, roads, or bridges; and such 

proceeds may be pledged by the governing body of the county for bonds issued to refinance 

existing bonds or new bonds issued for the construction of such fixed guideway rapid transit 

systems, bus systems, roads, or bridges. Pursuant to an interlocal agreement, the county may 

distribute tax proceeds to a municipality, or an expressway or transportation authority.42 

 

                                                 
37 The counties eligible to levy the surtax are Alachua, Bay, Brevard, Broward, Citrus, Clay, Columbia, Duval, Escambia, 

Franklin, Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, Volusia, Wakulla, and Walton. See the 2018 Florida Tax Handbook, p. 227, 

available at http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/revenues/reports/tax-handbook/taxhandbook2018.pdf (last viewed March 9, 2019). 
38 In Miami-Dade County, the surtax is dedicated to support the People’s Transportation Plan. In 2002, Miami-Dade 

County’s voters approved the surtax for the purpose of funding the Plan, including plans to build rapid transit lanes, expand 

bus service, purchase additional buses, improve traffic signalization, improve major and neighborhood roads and highways, 

and provide funding to municipalities for road and transportation projects. For more information on the Plan, see Miami.gov 

available at https://www.miamidade.gov/publicworks/peoples-transportation.asp (last viewed March 9, 2019). 
39 See Miamidade.Gov, The People’s Transportation Plan, for information on the Plan, available at 

https://www.miamidade.gov/publicworks/peoples-transportation.asp (last viewed March 13, 2019). 
40 Florida Department of Transportation, Agency Analysis of 2019 HB 385, at p. 5. (January 22, 2019) (On filed in the Senate 

Infrastructure and Security Committee.  
41 Section 212.055(1)(e), F.S., defines “on-demand transportation services” as transportation provided between flexible points 

of origin and destination selected by individual users with such service being provided at a time that is agreed upon by the 

user and the provider of the service and that is not fixed-schedule or fixed-route in nature. 
42 Section 212.055(1)(d), F.S. 
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Effect of Proposed Changes 

Section 3 of the bill amends s. 212.055 (1)(d) , F.S. Effective October 1, 2022, to the extent not 

prohibited by contracts or bond covenants in effect on that date, the bill limits Miami-Dade 

County’s use of proceeds from the surtax to only the following purposes: 

 The planning, design, engineering, or construction of, or the acquisition of rights-of-way for, 

fixed guideway rapid transit systems and bus systems, including bus rapid transit systems, 

and for the development of dedicated facilities for autonomous vehicles.43 

 The purchase of buses or other capital costs for bus systems, including bus rapid transit 

systems or bus systems. 

 The payment of principal and interest on bonds previously issued related to fixed-guideway 

rapid transit systems or bus systems. 

 As security by the governing body of the county to refinance existing bonds or to issue new 

bonds for the planning, design, engineering, or construction of fixed-guideway rapid transit 

systems, bus rapid transit systems, or bus systems. 

 

Also effective October 1, 2022, to the extent not prohibited by contracts or bond covenants in 

effect on that date, no more than 25 percent of the surtax proceeds may be distributed to 

municipalities in total in Miami-Dade County. Municipality in Miami-Dade County may use its 

surtax proceeds to plan, develop, construct, operate, and maintain roads and bridges in the 

municipality and to pay the principal and interest on bonds issued to construct road or bridges. 

The governing body of the municipality may pledge the proceeds for bonds issued to refinance 

existing bonds or new bonds issued to construct such roads and bridges. Additionally, each such 

municipality may use surtax proceeds for transit systems within the municipality. 

 

On the same effective date, the bill additionally prohibits use of proceeds from the surtax in 

Miami-Dade County for salaries or other personnel expenses for any governmental entity 

receiving these funds. 

 

Rebuilt Motor Vehicle Inspection Program 

Present Situation 

In 2013, the Legislature created s. 319.141, F.S., creating a Pilot Rebuilt Vehicle Inspection 

Program (PRVIP) in Miami-Dade and Hillsborough counties through June 30, 2018.44 DHSMV 

set standards for the program and certified private sector inspection facilities in Miami-Dade 

County. The program’s purpose was to evaluate private sector alternatives for rebuilt inspection 

services, including the feasibility of using private facilities, the cost impact to consumers, and the 

potential savings to DHSMV. DHSMV was required to establish a memorandum of 

understanding (MOU) allowing private parties participating in the pilot program to conduct 

rebuilt vehicle inspections and specifies requirements for oversight, bonding and insurance, 

procedure and forms, and requires the electronic submission of documents. 

 

                                                 
43 Section 316.003(3), F.S., defines “autonomous vehicle” as any vehicle equipped with autonomous technology.   
44 Section 319.14(1)(c)3., defines “rebuilt vehicle” for purposes of that section as a motor vehicle or motor home built from 

salvage or junk. 
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To be approved for the program, an applicant was required to: 

 Have and maintain a surety bond or irrevocable letter of credit in the amount of $100,000, 

executed by the applicant;  

 Secure and maintain a facility at a permanent structure at an address recognized by the U.S. 

Postal Service where the only services provided are rebuilt inspection services;  

 Annually attest that he or she is not employed by or does not have an ownership interest in or 

financial arrangement with a motor vehicle repair shop, motor vehicle dealer, towing 

company, storage company, vehicle auction, insurance company, salvage yard, metal retailer, 

or metal rebuilder, from which he or she receives remuneration for the referral of customers 

for rebuilt inspection services;  

 Have and maintain garage liability and other insurance required by DHSMV;  

 Have completed criminal background checks of the owners, partners, and corporate officers 

and the inspectors employed by the facility; and  

 Meet any additional criteria DHSMV determines necessary to conduct proper inspections.45 

 

As required by law, in 2015, DHSMV submitted a report46 that summarized the implementation 

of the pilot program and program results. DHSMV certified eight private businesses in the 

Miami area to conduct rebuilt vehicle inspections.47 DHSMV employees in Miami-Dade County 

were responsible for conducting rebuilt vehicle inspections at the DHSMV Regional Office and 

at various off-site locations, and for monitoring the PRVIP businesses to ensure inspections were 

conducted in accordance with program standards.48 

 

According to DHSMV, each of the eight pilot program participants met all of the statutory 

requirements and the MOU executed with DHSMV.49 Statutorily authorized state rebuilt 

inspection fees ($40) and re-inspection fees ($20) were collected and remitted to the state as 

required. In addition, each pilot program participant was allowed to assess customers a service 

fee for each inspection. Service fees ranged from $50 to $85 and were not regulated in any 

manner by DHSMV.50 

 

As provided in its authorizing legislation, the PRVIP was repealed on July 1, 2018, as it was not 

saved from repeal or reauthorized by the Legislature. 

 

Effect of Proposed Changes 

Section 5 of the bill revives, reenacts, and amends s. 319.141, F.S., notwithstanding its repeal on 

July 1, 2018. The bill makes the inspection program permanent in Miami-Dade County. The bill 

retains the requirement that such authorization be based on the continued use of private facilities, 

the cost impact to consumers, and the potential savings to the DHSMV. 

 

                                                 
45 Section 319.141(4), F.S. 
46 DHSMV, Florida’s Private Rebuilt Vehicle Inspection Program – Pilot Program Report (Jan. 30, 2015), available at 

http://www.flhsmv.gov/pdf/cabinetreports/privaterebuiltreport.pdf (last viewed March 9, 2019). No entities from 

Hillsborough County applied to participate in the pilot program. 
47 DHSMV, Office of Inspector General, Rebuilt Vehicle Inspection Program Audit Report 201617-24 (Dec. 5, 2017), 

available at https://www.flhsmv.gov/pdf/igoffice/20161724.pdf (last viewed March 9, 2019). 
48 Supra note 60 at p. 3. 
49 Id. 
50 Id. 
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FDOT Review of Design Plans 

Present Situation 

Section 334.175, F.S., requires all design plans and surveys prepared by or for the FDOT to be signed, 

sealed, and certified by the duly registered professional engineer or surveyor, architect, or landscape 

architect responsible for the project work. However, while DOT may review plans for highway projects 

impacting its right-of-way but not prepared by or for the FDOT, the FDOT is not required to approve the 

design plans.51 

 

Effect of Proposed Changes 

Section 6 of the bill amends s. 334.175, F.S., requiring that for all transportation projects on, 

under, over, or abutting right-of-way owned by FDOT, the FDOT must approve the design plans 

if the plans meet FDOT standards. This requirement would apply regardless of the transportation 

project’s funding source.  

 

Innovative Transportation Projects and Techniques 

Present Situation 

Section 337.025, F.S., entitled innovative highway projects, authorizes the FDOT to establish a 

program for highway projects demonstrating innovative techniques of highway construction, 

maintenance, and finance which have the intended effect of controlling time and cost increases 

on construction projects. Such techniques may include, but are not limited to, state-of-the-art 

technology for pavement, safety, and other aspects of highway construction and maintenance; 

innovative bidding and financing techniques; accelerated construction procedures; and those 

techniques that have the potential to reduce project life cycle costs. DOT may annually enter into 

up to $120 million in contracts for innovative transportation projects. However, the annual cap 

does not apply to turnpike enterprise projects and to certain transportation projects funded in the 

past by the federal government.52 

 

Effect of Proposed Changes 

Section 7 of the bill amends s. 337.025, F.S., revising its title to innovative transportation 

projects and authorizing the FDOT to establish a program for such projects, including those 

demonstrating innovative techniques of bridge design (along with those of highway, 

construction, maintenance, and finance), which in addition to controlling time and cost increases 

have the intended effect of measuring resiliency and structural integrity. 

 

                                                 
51 A pedestrian bridge collapsed under construction at Florida International University in Miami collapsed onto the state-

owned U.S. 41/Tamiami Trail. The National Traffic Safety Board (NTSB) has issued preliminary reports indicating flaws in 

the bridge’s design may have existed. NTSB information on the bridge collapse is available on the NTSB website at 

https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/Pages/HWY18MH009.aspx (last viewed March 9, 2019). 
52 See the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Pub. L. 111-5. 
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Osceola County Expressway Authority 

Present Situation 

In 2010, the Legislature created the Osceola County Expressway Authority Law, codified in part 

V of Ch. 348, F.S.53 The Osceola County Expressway Authority law contains many references to 

the FEAA. The Osceola County Expressway Authority (OCX) operated the Poinciana Parkway 

in Osceola County. 

 

In 2014, the Legislature passed SB 230,54 creating the Central Florida Expressway Authority 

(CFX), in part III of Ch. 348, F.S. In summary, the Legislature transferred the former Orlando-

Orange County Expressway Authority to CFX. At the time of its creation, CFX included Lake, 

Osceola, Orange, and Seminole Counties. Brevard County was subsequently added to the 

authority. The 2014 act limited the exercise of OCX’s powers. Under that act, OCX could only 

exercise its powers for the purpose of studying, planning, designing, financing, constructing, 

operating, and maintaining projects that were identified in its May 8, 2012, Master Plan. 

However, the bill authorized OCX to exercise these same powers on an additional, specified 

extension of the Osceola Parkway Extension.  

 

The 2014 act provided that on December 31, 2018, all powers, governance, and control of the 

Osceola County Expressway System were transferred to CFX, as were all assets, liabilities, 

facilities, tangible and intangible property and any rights in the property, and any other legal 

rights of OCX. At that time, each OCX facility was considered a “non-system project.”55 The 

effective date of the transfer was required to be extended until the date on which the current and 

forecasted total debt service coverage ratios could be certified to be equal to or greater than 1.5 

for each and every year during which debt obligations are outstanding. However, if the effective 

date was extended, then OCX could only exercise its powers through a contract with another 

governmental entity (or entities).56 

 

The 2014 act provided that Part V of Ch. 348, F.S., is repealed on the same date that the OCX is 

transferred to CFX. Following the repeal and transfer, uncompleted elements of OCX’s May 8, 

2012, Master Plan were to be included in the CFX’s master or long-range plan.57 An additional, 

specified extension of the Osceola Parkway Extension was also to be included. In all cases, these 

uncompleted elements are considered “non-system projects” of the CFX. 

 

OCX has entered into a lease purchase agreement with Osceola County to acquire the Poinciana 

Parkway, a facility owned by the County and financed by Osceola County, Polk County, and the 

FDOT. Toll revenues from Poinciana are pledged to the repayment of the bonds that Osceola 

County has issued. OCX, Osceola County and CFX have entered into an Interlocal Agreement 

                                                 
53 Ch. 2010-225, L.O.F. Part V of Ch. 348, F.S., consists of ss. 348.9950 through 348.9961, F.S. 
54 Ch. 2014-171, L.O.F. 
55 To be defined in the then-current master senior lien bond resolution of the CFX. 
56 The powers exercised pursuant to contract may only be for the purpose of operating and maintaining those projects which 

were completed before such date, in accordance with the requirements of any agreement, resolution, or indenture under 

which bonds or other debt obligations were issued to finance such projects, and completing construction of those projects for 

which financing of the full estimated costs of acquisition, design, and construction was obtained and construction began 

before December 31, 2018.   
57 The CFX’s master or long-range plan will define the term “master plan” or “long range plan." 
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addressing the operation of the Parkway, services provided by CFX and the potential acquisition 

of the Parkway by CFX. OCX, Osceola County and CFX are working on the transfer of the 

Parkway lease purchase agreement to CFX. OCX does not own other facilities and has not issued 

bonds to finance facilities.58 

 

On December 11, 2018, the OCX board voted to transfer all of its projects to the CFX.59 

 

Effect of Proposed Changes 

Section 17 of the bill repeals the Osceola County Expressway Authority Law codified in part V 

of Ch. 348, F.S. Due to the OCX’s board vote to transfer all of its projects to CFX, the OCX is 

effectively dissolved, and this repeal will have no impact on its or other entities’ operations. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

                                                 
58 Florida Department of Transportation, Agency Analysis of HB 385 (2019), January 22, 2019, at p. 3. (On file in the Senate 

Infrastructure and Security Committee.) 
59 Stephanie Bechara, Osceola County Expressway Authority Coming to an End (December 11, 2018), Available at: 

https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2018/12/11/osceola-county-expressway-authority-coming-to-an-end (last 

viewed March 9, 2019). 



BILL: CS/SB 898   Page 18 

 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

Section 11: Travelers in Miami-Dade County will be able to use the former MDX 

expressways without payment of a toll when any outstanding bond obligations as of July 

1, 2018, are discharged.60 Travelers in Miami-Dade County may benefit from toll rates 

that will not increase, except as required by bond covenants. 

 

Section 9: Travelers in Miami-Dade County will be able to use HOT or express lanes for 

no more than $5. However, such travelers may experience reduced travel options if the $5 

cap on tolls results in increased congestion in HOT or express lanes.  

 

Section 3: The revisions to authorized uses of the Charter County and Regional 

Transportation System Surtax in Miami-Dade County may increase mobility for users of 

fixed-guideway rapid transit systems, bus rapid transit systems, bus systems, or dedicated 

facilities for autonomous vehicles.  

C. Government Sector Impact: 

Sections 11, 13, and 14: The bill transfers the assets and liabilities of the MDX to the 

FDOT. All tolls and other revenue collected by the Authority would become payable to 

the FDOT, including any cash balances.61 The bill also prohibits the FDOT from 

assessing a toll for use of former MDX facilities after discharge of bonds associated with 

the facilities. On February 1, 2019, the Revenue Estimating Conference analyzed similar 

provisions in the as-filed HB 385 (2019) and identified the following positive fiscal 

impacts to an FDOT trust fund62 and a corresponding negative impact to the MDX: 

 

2019-2020 $542.7 million 

2020-2021 $264.1 million 

2021-2022 $269.3 million 

2022-2023 $275.0 million 

2023-2024 $281.5 million 

 

The FDOT will be prohibited from increasing toll rates on the expressway system except 

as required by bond covenants, which may reduce toll revenues that would otherwise be 

collected. However, the extent of any such reduction is unknown. The FDOT will no 

longer collect toll revenues on the identified expressways once any outstanding bond 

obligations are discharged, currently in 2044.63 Toll revenues will no longer support the 

operations, maintenance, or improvement of the expressways, and funds for these 

purposes will have to be paid from other sources. The exact amount of such expenses, or 

the extent of any potential impact of such expenses on projects in the FDOT’s work 

                                                 
60 See the Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) analysis of HB 385 (2019) available at 

http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/revenueimpact/archives/2019/_pdf/page50-51.pdf (last viewed March 10, 2019). 
61 Id. at p. 2. 
62 Section 20.06, F.S., requires the financial segregation of inherited funds. See the REC analysis of HB 385 at p. 2., for an 

explanation of “net revenue” that would be available for deposit in a “to be determined” FDOT trust fund. The REC also 

assumed there is no General Revenue service charge. Id. 
63 Supra note 21 at p. 49. 
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program in the future, is indeterminate. The $5 cap on tolls for use of HOT lanes or 

express lanes in Miami-Dade County may reduce toll revenues collected by the FDOT, 

thus, reducing available funds for operations and maintenance of the lanes. However, the 

extent of any such reduction is unknown. 

 

The FDOT and the DBF will incur expenses associated with the required review of all 

MDX contracts, financial obligations, and contractual relationships and liability and with 

making a determination as to the assumption of responsibility for those obligations, 

which expenses are expected to be absorbed within existing resources. 

 

The FDOT will incur expenses associated with consideration given to refinancing 

outstanding MDX bonds to determine if doing so would result in a net cost savings, 

which expenses are expected to be absorbed within existing resources. If a net savings 

would result, such savings would be offset by the expenses of the required review, as 

well as costs associated with refinancing the bonds. The extent of any savings is 

unknown. 

 

The FDOT will incur expenses to fabricate and install the signage required by the bill, 

showing the day or year in which the bonds will be paid, which expenses are expected to 

be absorbed within existing resources. 

 

The FDOT will incur annual expenses associated with the required reports to the Miami-

Dade County Board of County Commissioners and the Miami-Dade County 

Transportation Planning Organization, beginning October 1, 2020, which expenses are 

expected to be absorbed within existing resources. 

 

Section 3: Effective October 1, 2022, , use of any proceeds of the Charter County and 

Regional System Surtax tax in Miami-Dade County will be limited to the uses specified 

in the bill and may not be used for currently authorized purposes; e.g., for roads and 

bridges, or on-demand transportation services, in the county. Funding for fixed-guideway 

rapid transit systems, bus rapid transit systems, bus systems and development of 

dedicated facilities for autonomous vehicles is increased in that county. Municipalities in 

Miami-Dade County will be limited to distribution of no more than 25 percent of the 

proceeds for roads and bridges, to pay the principal and interest on bonds, to refinance 

existing bonds, and for transit systems. To the extent that Miami-Dade County uses the 

proceeds for salaries or other personnel expenses, those expenses would have to be paid 

from other sources available to that county. 

 

Section 10: The bill requires the FDOT to program sufficient funds in its tentative work 

program such that all of the net toll collections attributable to users of turnpike facilities 

in Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties are committed to projects and bond 

finance commitments in such counties. The current requirement is 90 percent of that 

revenue. To the extent that some of the toll revenues from those counties are currently 

being used in other parts of the state, these counties could see a reduction in funding for 

projects, while the three counties may see an increase in funding for projects. 
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Section 5: The DHSMV may incur indeterminate expenses associated with the 

reenactment of the Rebuilt Motor Vehicle Inspection Program. 

 

Section 6: The FDOT may incur indeterminate expenses associated with approving 

design plans impacting its rights-of-way. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

The FDOT advises the revenue stream from MDX facilities currently covers the costs of 

operating, maintaining, and improving these facilities. That revenue stream would no longer be 

available once outstanding bond obligations are discharged, and the operations, maintenance, and 

improvements would have to be paid from other sources. “The bill adds responsibilities for 

operations, maintenance and capacity improvements on additional transportation facilities with 

limited revenues.”64 The FDOT further advises it expects a significant but indeterminate impact 

on operations and maintenance costs for HOT or express lanes in Miami-Dade County, which 

are currently covered by collected toll revenues. The bill would require these costs to be covered 

with “regular” non-toll transportation revenues.65  

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes:  20.23, 112.3144, 212.055, 

215.68, 319.141, 334.175, 337.025, 338.165, 338.166, 338.231, and 343.1003. 

 

This bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 338.271, 348.635, and 348.7605. 

 

This bill repeals the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 339.176, 348.0001, 348.0002, 

348.0003, 348.0004, 348.0005, 348.0007, 348.0008, 348.0009, 348.0010, 348.0011, 348.00115, 

348.0012, 348.9950, 348.9951, 348.9952, 348.9953, 348.9954, 348.9956, 348.9957, 348.9958, 

348.9959, 348.9960, and 348.9961. 

 

This bill creates an undesignated section of Florida Law.  

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes:  
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Infrastructure and Security on March 12, 2019:  

The CS: 

 Revises a number of provisions relating to the terms and conditions of the transfer of 

the MDX and its asset and liabilities to the FDOT. 

                                                 
64 Supra note 72 at p. 9. 
65 See the FDOT’s analysis of SB 1044 (2019) at pp. 7-8, which bill contains substantively identical language. (On file in the 

Senate Committee on Infrastructure and Security. 
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 Limits revisions to uses of the proceeds of the Charter County and Regional 

Transportation System to Miami-Dade County and provides additional provisions 

relating to distribution of such proceeds to municipalities in that county. 

 Reenacts and makes permanent the rebuilt motor vehicle inspection program in 

Miami-Dade County. 

 Removes the prohibition against the FDOT using toll revenue from HOT or express 

lanes to offset funding the facility would receive if the facility were not a HOT lane 

or express lane. 

 Removes the provisions that revised the membership of the Miami-Dade County 

metropolitan planning organization. 

 Removes provisions relating to the preservation principle of the FDOT’s goals. 

 Removes provisions that would provide an additional exception from the prohibition 

against the FDOT selling property at a price less than the FDOT’s current estimate of 

value after determining property of a specified value is not needed for a transportation 

facility. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Infrastructure and Security (Diaz) recommended 

the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete everything after the enacting clause 3 

and insert: 4 

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 5 

20.23, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 6 

20.23 Department of Transportation.—There is created a 7 

Department of Transportation which shall be a decentralized 8 

agency. 9 

(2) 10 
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(b) The commission shall: 11 

1. Recommend major transportation policies for the 12 

Governor’s approval and assure that approved policies and any 13 

revisions are properly executed. 14 

2. Periodically review the status of the state 15 

transportation system including highway, transit, rail, seaport, 16 

intermodal development, and aviation components of the system 17 

and recommend improvements to the Governor and the Legislature. 18 

3. Perform an in-depth evaluation of the annual department 19 

budget request, the Florida Transportation Plan, and the 20 

tentative work program for compliance with all applicable laws 21 

and established departmental policies. Except as specifically 22 

provided in s. 339.135(4)(c)2., (d), and (f), the commission may 23 

not consider individual construction projects, but shall 24 

consider methods of accomplishing the goals of the department in 25 

the most effective, efficient, and businesslike manner. 26 

4. Monitor the financial status of the department on a 27 

regular basis to assure that the department is managing revenue 28 

and bond proceeds responsibly and in accordance with law and 29 

established policy. 30 

5. Monitor on at least a quarterly basis, the efficiency, 31 

productivity, and management of the department using performance 32 

and production standards developed by the commission pursuant to 33 

s. 334.045. 34 

6. Perform an in-depth evaluation of the factors causing 35 

disruption of project schedules in the adopted work program and 36 

recommend to the Governor and the Legislature methods to 37 

eliminate or reduce the disruptive effects of these factors. 38 

7. Recommend to the Governor and the Legislature 39 
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improvements to the department’s organization in order to 40 

streamline and optimize the efficiency of the department. In 41 

reviewing the department’s organization, the commission shall 42 

determine if the current district organizational structure is 43 

responsive to this state’s changing economic and demographic 44 

development patterns. The initial report by the commission must 45 

be delivered to the Governor and the Legislature by December 15, 46 

2000, and each year thereafter, as appropriate. The commission 47 

may retain experts as necessary to carry out this subparagraph, 48 

and the department shall pay the expenses of the experts. 49 

8. Monitor the efficiency, productivity, and management of 50 

the authorities created under chapters 348 and 349, including 51 

any authority formed using part I of chapter 348; the Mid-Bay 52 

Bridge Authority re-created pursuant to chapter 2000-411, Laws 53 

of Florida; and any authority formed under chapter 343. The 54 

commission shall also conduct periodic reviews of each 55 

authority’s operations and budget, acquisition of property, 56 

management of revenue and bond proceeds, and compliance with 57 

applicable laws and generally accepted accounting principles. 58 

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 112.3144, Florida 59 

Statutes, is amended to read: 60 

112.3144 Full and public disclosure of financial 61 

interests.— 62 

(1)(a) An officer who is required by s. 8, Art. II of the 63 

State Constitution to file a full and public disclosure of his 64 

or her financial interests for any calendar or fiscal year shall 65 

file that disclosure with the Florida Commission on Ethics. 66 

Additionally, beginning January 1, 2015, an officer who is 67 

required to complete annual ethics training pursuant to s. 68 
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112.3142 must certify on his or her full and public disclosure 69 

of financial interests that he or she has completed the required 70 

training. 71 

(b) A member of an expressway authority, transportation 72 

authority, bridge authority, or toll authority created pursuant 73 

to chapter 343, chapter 348, or any other general law shall 74 

comply with the applicable financial disclosure requirements of 75 

s. 8, Art. II of the State Constitution. 76 

Section 3. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 77 

212.055, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 78 

212.055 Discretionary sales surtaxes; legislative intent; 79 

authorization and use of proceeds.—It is the legislative intent 80 

that any authorization for imposition of a discretionary sales 81 

surtax shall be published in the Florida Statutes as a 82 

subsection of this section, irrespective of the duration of the 83 

levy. Each enactment shall specify the types of counties 84 

authorized to levy; the rate or rates which may be imposed; the 85 

maximum length of time the surtax may be imposed, if any; the 86 

procedure which must be followed to secure voter approval, if 87 

required; the purpose for which the proceeds may be expended; 88 

and such other requirements as the Legislature may provide. 89 

Taxable transactions and administrative procedures shall be as 90 

provided in s. 212.054. 91 

(1) CHARTER COUNTY AND REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 92 

SURTAX.— 93 

(d)1. Except as set forth in subparagraph 2., proceeds from 94 

the surtax shall be applied to as many or as few of the uses 95 

enumerated below in whatever combination the county commission 96 

deems appropriate: 97 
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a.1. Deposited by the county in the trust fund and shall be 98 

used for the purposes of development, construction, equipment, 99 

maintenance, operation, supportive services, including a 100 

countywide bus system, on-demand transportation services, and 101 

related costs of a fixed guideway rapid transit system; 102 

b.2. Remitted by the governing body of the county to an 103 

expressway, transit, or transportation authority created by law 104 

to be used, at the discretion of such authority, for the 105 

development, construction, operation, or maintenance of roads or 106 

bridges in the county, for the operation and maintenance of a 107 

bus system, for the operation and maintenance of on-demand 108 

transportation services, for the payment of principal and 109 

interest on existing bonds issued for the construction of such 110 

roads or bridges, and, upon approval by the county commission, 111 

such proceeds may be pledged for bonds issued to refinance 112 

existing bonds or new bonds issued for the construction of such 113 

roads or bridges; 114 

3. Used by the county for the development, construction, 115 

operation, and maintenance of roads and bridges in the county; 116 

for the expansion, operation, and maintenance of bus and fixed 117 

guideway systems; for the expansion, operation, and maintenance 118 

of on-demand transportation services; and for the payment of 119 

principal and interest on bonds issued for the construction of 120 

fixed guideway rapid transit systems, bus systems, roads, or 121 

bridges; and such proceeds may be pledged by the governing body 122 

of the county for bonds issued to refinance existing bonds or 123 

new bonds issued for the construction of such fixed guideway 124 

rapid transit systems, bus systems, roads, or bridges and no 125 

more than 25 percent used for nontransit uses; and 126 
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c.4. Used by the county for the planning, development, 127 

construction, operation, and maintenance of roads and bridges in 128 

the county; for the planning, development, expansion, operation, 129 

and maintenance of bus and fixed guideway systems; for the 130 

planning, development, construction, expansion, operation, and 131 

maintenance of on-demand transportation services; and for the 132 

payment of principal and interest on bonds issued for the 133 

construction of fixed guideway rapid transit systems, bus 134 

systems, roads, or bridges; and such proceeds may be pledged by 135 

the governing body of the county for bonds issued to refinance 136 

existing bonds or new bonds issued for the construction of such 137 

fixed guideway rapid transit systems, bus systems, roads, or 138 

bridges. Pursuant to an interlocal agreement entered into 139 

pursuant to chapter 163, the governing body of the county may 140 

distribute proceeds from the tax to a municipality, or an 141 

expressway or transportation authority created by law to be 142 

expended for the purpose authorized by this paragraph. Any 143 

county that has entered into interlocal agreements for 144 

distribution of proceeds to one or more municipalities in the 145 

county shall revise such interlocal agreements no less than 146 

every 5 years in order to include any municipalities that have 147 

been created since the prior interlocal agreements were 148 

executed. 149 

2.a. Beginning October 1, 2022, and to the extent not 150 

prohibited by contracts or bond covenants in effect on that 151 

date, a county as defined in s. 125.011(1) shall use proceeds of 152 

the surtax only for the following purposes: 153 

(I) The planning, design, engineering, or construction of 154 

fixed guideway rapid transit systems and bus systems, including 155 
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bus rapid transit systems, and for the development of dedicated 156 

facilities for autonomous vehicles as defined in s. 316.003. 157 

(II) The acquisition of rights-of-way for fixed guideway 158 

rapid transit systems and bus systems, including bus rapid 159 

transit systems, and for the development of dedicated facilities 160 

for autonomous vehicles as defined in s. 316.003. 161 

(III) The purchase of buses or other capital costs for bus 162 

systems, including bus rapid transit systems. 163 

(IV) The payment of principal and interest on bonds 164 

previously issued related to fixed guideway rapid transit 165 

systems or bus systems. 166 

(V) As security by the governing body of the county to 167 

refinance existing bonds or to issue new bonds for the planning, 168 

design, engineering, or construction of fixed guideway rapid 169 

transit systems, bus rapid transit systems, or bus systems. 170 

b. Effective October 1, 2022, to the extent not prohibited 171 

by contracts or bond covenants in effect on that date, not more 172 

than 25 percent of the surtax proceeds may be distributed to 173 

municipalities in total in a county as defined in s. 125.011(1). 174 

Such municipalities may use the surtax proceeds to plan, 175 

develop, construct, operate, and maintain roads and bridges in 176 

the municipality and to pay the principal and interest on bonds 177 

issued to construct roads or bridges. The governing body of the 178 

municipality may pledge the proceeds for bonds issued to 179 

refinance existing bonds or new bonds issued to construct such 180 

roads or bridges. Additionally, each such municipality may use 181 

surtax proceeds for transit systems within the municipality. 182 

c. Effective October 1, 2022, in a county as defined in s. 183 

125.011(1), proceeds from the surtax may not be used for 184 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 898 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì4346544Î434654 

 

Page 8 of 29 

3/11/2019 8:57:39 AM 596-02830-19 

salaries or other personnel expenses of the county 185 

transportation department. 186 

Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 215.68, Florida 187 

Statutes, is amended to read: 188 

215.68 Issuance of bonds; form; maturity date, execution, 189 

sale.— 190 

(2) Such bonds may: 191 

(a) Be issued in either coupon form or registered form or 192 

both; 193 

(b) Have such date or dates of issue and such maturities, 194 

not exceeding in any event 40 years from the date of issuance 195 

thereof; 196 

(c) Bear interest at a rate or rates not exceeding the 197 

interest rate limitation set forth in s. 215.84(3); 198 

(d) Have such provisions for registration of coupon bonds 199 

and conversion and reconversion of bonds from coupon to 200 

registered form or from registered form to coupon form; 201 

(e) Have such provisions for payment at maturity and 202 

redemption before prior to maturity at such time or times and at 203 

such price or prices; and 204 

(f) Be payable at such place or places within or without 205 

the state as the board shall determine by resolution. 206 

 207 

The foregoing terms and conditions do not supersede the 208 

limitations provided in chapter 348, part I, relating to the 209 

issuance of bonds. 210 

Section 5. Notwithstanding the repeal of section 319.141, 211 

Florida Statutes, which occurred on July 1, 2018, that section 212 

is revived, reenacted, and amended, to read: 213 
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319.141 Pilot Rebuilt motor vehicle inspection program.— 214 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 215 

(a) “Facility” means a rebuilt motor vehicle inspection 216 

facility authorized and operating under this section. 217 

(b) “Rebuilt inspection services” means an examination of a 218 

rebuilt vehicle and a properly endorsed certificate of title, 219 

salvage certificate of title, or manufacturer’s statement of 220 

origin and an application for a rebuilt certificate of title, a 221 

rebuilder’s affidavit, a photograph of the junk or salvage 222 

vehicle taken before repairs began, receipts or invoices for all 223 

major component parts, as defined in s. 319.30, and repairs 224 

which were changed, and proof that notice of rebuilding of the 225 

vehicle has been reported to the National Motor Vehicle Title 226 

Information System. 227 

(2) By July 1, 2015, The department shall oversee a pilot 228 

program in Miami-Dade County to evaluate alternatives to the for 229 

rebuilt inspection services currently provided offered by 230 

existing private sector operators, including the continued use 231 

of private facilities, the cost impact to consumers, and the 232 

potential savings to the department. 233 

(3) The department shall establish a memorandum of 234 

understanding that allows private parties participating in the 235 

pilot program to conduct rebuilt motor vehicle inspections and 236 

specifies requirements for oversight, bonding and insurance, 237 

procedures, and forms and requires the electronic transmission 238 

of documents. 239 

(4) Before an applicant is approved, the department shall 240 

ensure that the applicant meets basic criteria designed to 241 

protect the public. At a minimum, the applicant shall meet all 242 
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of the following requirements: 243 

(a) Have and maintain a surety bond or irrevocable letter 244 

of credit in the amount of $100,000 executed by the applicant. 245 

(b) Secure and maintain a facility at a permanent structure 246 

at an address recognized by the United States Postal Service 247 

where the only services provided on such property are rebuilt 248 

inspection services. The operator of a facility shall annually 249 

attest that he or she is not employed by or does not have an 250 

ownership interest in or other financial arrangement with the 251 

owner, operator, manager, or employee of a motor vehicle repair 252 

shop as defined in s. 559.903, a motor vehicle dealer as defined 253 

in s. 320.27(1)(c), a towing company, a vehicle storage company, 254 

a vehicle auction, an insurance company, a salvage yard, a metal 255 

retailer, or a metal rebuilder, from which he or she receives 256 

remuneration, directly or indirectly, for the referral of 257 

customers for rebuilt inspection services. 258 

(c) Have and maintain garage liability and other insurance 259 

required by the department. 260 

(d) Have completed criminal background checks of the 261 

owners, partners, and corporate officers and the inspectors 262 

employed by the facility. 263 

(e) Meet any additional criteria the department determines 264 

necessary to conduct proper inspections. 265 

(5) A participant in the program shall access vehicle and 266 

title information and enter inspection results through an 267 

electronic filing system authorized by the department and shall 268 

maintain records of each rebuilt vehicle inspection processed at 269 

such facility for at least 5 years. 270 

(6) The department shall immediately terminate any operator 271 
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from the program who fails to meet the minimum eligibility 272 

requirements specified in subsection (4). Before a change in 273 

ownership of a rebuilt inspection facility, the current operator 274 

must give the department 45 days’ written notice of the intended 275 

sale. The prospective owner must meet the eligibility 276 

requirements of this section and execute a new memorandum of 277 

understanding with the department before operating the facility. 278 

(7) This section is repealed on July 1, 2018, unless saved 279 

from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature. 280 

Section 6. Section 334.175, Florida Statutes, is amended to 281 

read: 282 

334.175 Certification of project design plans and surveys.— 283 

(1) All design plans and surveys prepared by or for the 284 

department shall be signed, sealed, and certified by the 285 

professional engineer or surveyor or architect or landscape 286 

architect in responsible charge of the project work. Such 287 

professional engineer, surveyor, architect, or landscape 288 

architect must be duly registered in this state. 289 

(2) For all transportation projects on, under, over, or 290 

abutting a department-owned right-of-way and regardless of 291 

funding source, the department shall approve the design plans 292 

for such projects if such design plans meet department design 293 

standards. 294 

Section 7. Section 337.025, Florida Statutes, is amended to 295 

read: 296 

337.025 Innovative transportation highway projects; 297 

department to establish program.— 298 

(1) The department may is authorized to establish a program 299 

for transportation highway projects demonstrating innovative 300 
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techniques of highway and bridge design, construction, 301 

maintenance, and finance which have the intended effect of 302 

measuring resiliency and structural integrity and controlling 303 

time and cost increases on construction projects. Such 304 

techniques may include, but are not limited to, state-of-the-art 305 

technology for pavement, safety, and other aspects of highway 306 

and bridge design, construction, and maintenance; innovative 307 

bidding and financing techniques; accelerated construction 308 

procedures; and those techniques that have the potential to 309 

reduce project life cycle costs. To the maximum extent 310 

practical, the department must use the existing process to award 311 

and administer construction and maintenance contracts. When 312 

specific innovative techniques are to be used, the department is 313 

not required to adhere to those provisions of law that would 314 

prevent, preclude, or in any way prohibit the department from 315 

using the innovative technique. However, before prior to using 316 

an innovative technique that is inconsistent with another 317 

provision of law, the department must document in writing the 318 

need for the exception and identify what benefits the traveling 319 

public and the affected community are anticipated to receive. 320 

The department may enter into no more than $120 million in 321 

contracts annually for the purposes authorized by this section. 322 

(2) The annual cap on contracts provided in subsection (1) 323 

shall not apply to: 324 

(a) Turnpike enterprise projects, and turnpike enterprise 325 

projects shall not be counted toward the department’s annual 326 

cap. 327 

(b) Transportation projects funded by the American Recovery 328 

and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 329 
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Section 8. Subsections (2) and (5) of section 338.165, 330 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 331 

338.165 Continuation of tolls.— 332 

(2) If the revenue-producing project is on the State 333 

Highway System, any remaining toll revenue shall be used for the 334 

construction, maintenance, or improvement of any road on the 335 

State Highway System within the county or counties in which the 336 

revenue-producing project is located, except as provided in s. 337 

348.0004. 338 

(5) If the revenue-producing project is on the county road 339 

system, any remaining toll revenue shall be used for the 340 

construction, maintenance, or improvement of any other state or 341 

county road within the county or counties in which the revenue-342 

producing project is located, except as provided in s. 348.0004. 343 

Section 9. Present subsections (5), (6), and (7) of section 344 

338.166, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (6), 345 

(7), and (8), respectively, and a new subsection (5) is added to 346 

that section, to read: 347 

338.166 High-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes.— 348 

(5) A toll on a high-occupancy toll lane or express lane 349 

located in a county as defined in s. 125.011(1) may not exceed 350 

$5 per trip. 351 

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 352 

338.231, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 353 

338.231 Turnpike tolls, fixing; pledge of tolls and other 354 

revenues.—The department shall at all times fix, adjust, charge, 355 

and collect such tolls and amounts for the use of the turnpike 356 

system as are required in order to provide a fund sufficient 357 

with other revenues of the turnpike system to pay the cost of 358 
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maintaining, improving, repairing, and operating such turnpike 359 

system; to pay the principal of and interest on all bonds issued 360 

to finance or refinance any portion of the turnpike system as 361 

the same become due and payable; and to create reserves for all 362 

such purposes. 363 

(3)(a) For the period July 1, 1998, through June 30, 2027, 364 

The department shall, to the maximum extent feasible, program 365 

sufficient funds in the tentative work program such that all of 366 

the percentage of turnpike toll and bond financed commitments in 367 

Miami-Dade County, Broward County, and Palm Beach County as 368 

compared to total turnpike toll and bond financed commitments 369 

shall be at least 90 percent of the share of net toll 370 

collections attributable to users of the turnpike facilities 371 

system in Miami-Dade County, Broward County, and Palm Beach 372 

County are committed to projects and bond finance commitments in 373 

each respective county as compared to total net toll collections 374 

attributable to users of the turnpike system. This paragraph 375 

subsection does not apply when the application of such 376 

requirements would violate any covenant established in a 377 

resolution or trust indenture relating to the issuance of 378 

turnpike bonds. The department may at any time for economic 379 

considerations establish lower temporary toll rates for a new or 380 

existing toll facility for a period not to exceed 1 year, after 381 

which the toll rates adopted pursuant to s. 120.54 shall become 382 

effective. 383 

Section 11. Effective upon this act becoming a law, section 384 

338.271, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 385 

338.271 Facilities of the former Miami-Dade County 386 

Expressway Authority.— 387 
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(1) The department shall assume the assets and liabilities 388 

of the Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority. 389 

(2)(a) The department shall continue the system of tolls of 390 

the facilities for the former Miami-Dade County Expressway 391 

Authority until any outstanding bond obligations related to a 392 

facility on the former Miami-Dade County Expressway System are 393 

fully discharged. 394 

(b) Notwithstanding s. 338.165(1), the department may not 395 

collect tolls on a facility of the former Miami-Dade County 396 

Expressway Authority after the discharge of any bond obligations 397 

that are outstanding as of July 1, 2018. 398 

(3) Notwithstanding s. 338.165(3), the department may not 399 

increase toll rates on facilities of the former Miami-Dade 400 

County Expressway Authority except as required by bond 401 

covenants. 402 

(4)(a) Fees generated from tolls shall be deposited into 403 

the State Transportation Trust Fund and may be used to: 404 

1. Reimburse outstanding contractual obligations. 405 

2. Operate and maintain the highways and toll facilities, 406 

including reconstruction and restoration, such that these 407 

facilities are maintained to department standards. 408 

3. Pay for projects funded by toll revenues from the former 409 

Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority which are contained in 410 

the 5-year work program adopted by the Miami-Dade County 411 

Expressway Authority on December 5, 2018. 412 

(b) Revenues generated annually in excess of those required 413 

to pay the expenses in paragraph (a) shall be used by the 414 

department to fund transportation projects in the area served by 415 

the former Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority. 416 
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(5) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the 417 

contrary, the facilities of the former Miami-Dade County 418 

Expressway Authority may not become part of the Florida Turnpike 419 

Enterprise and are not subject to the Florida Turnpike 420 

Enterprise Law. 421 

Section 12. Subsection (6) of section 343.1003, Florida 422 

Statutes, is amended to read: 423 

343.1003 Northeast Florida Regional Transportation 424 

Commission.— 425 

(6) Notwithstanding s. 112.3144(1)(b) s. 348.0003(4)(c), 426 

members of the board shall file a statement of financial 427 

interests interest with the Commission on Ethics pursuant to s. 428 

112.3145. 429 

Section 13. Part I of chapter 348, Florida Statutes, 430 

consisting of sections 348.0001, 348.0002, 348.0003, 348.0004, 431 

348.0005, 348.0007, 348.0008, 348.0009, 348.0010, 348.0011, 432 

348.00115, and 348.0012, is repealed. 433 

Section 14. (1) Effective upon this act becoming a law, the 434 

governance and control of the Miami-Dade County Expressway 435 

Authority is transferred to the Department of Transportation 436 

pursuant to the terms of this section. The assets, facilities, 437 

tangible and intangible property and any rights in such 438 

property, and any other legal rights of the authority, including 439 

the expressway system operated by the authority, are transferred 440 

to the department. The department succeeds to all powers of the 441 

authority, and the operations and maintenance of the expressway 442 

system shall be under the control of the department. Revenues 443 

collected on the expressway system shall be considered 444 

department revenues but shall be subject to the lien of the 445 
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trust indentures securing the Miami-Dade County Expressway 446 

Authority bonds. The department also assumes all liability for 447 

bonds of the authority pursuant to subsection (2). The 448 

department shall, in consultation with the Division of Bond 449 

Finance, review all other contracts, financial obligations, and 450 

contractual relationships and liabilities of the authority, and 451 

the department may assume responsibility for the obligations 452 

that are determined to be necessary or desirable for the 453 

continued operation of the expressway system. Employees, 454 

officers, and members of the authority may not sell, dispose, 455 

encumber, transfer, or expend the assets of the authority as 456 

existed and reflected in the authority’s financial statements 457 

for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018, other than in the 458 

ordinary course of business. For purposes of this section, 459 

incurring debt or issuing bonds for projects contained in the 5-460 

year work program approved and adopted by the authority on 461 

December 5, 2018, is not considered the ordinary course of 462 

business. Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing contained 463 

herein shall prevent the authority from designing and planning 464 

projects contained in the 5-year work program approved and 465 

adopted by the authority on December 5, 2018. 466 

(2) The transfer pursuant to this section is subject to all 467 

terms and covenants provided for the protection of the holders 468 

of the Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority bonds in the trust 469 

indentures or resolutions adopted in connection with the 470 

issuance of such bonds. Further, the transfer does not impair 471 

the terms of the contract between the authority and the 472 

bondholders, does not act to the detriment of the bondholders, 473 

and does not diminish the security for the bonds. After the 474 
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transfer, the department shall operate and maintain the 475 

expressway system and any other facilities of the authority in 476 

accordance with the terms, conditions, and covenants contained 477 

in the trust indentures or bond resolutions securing such bonds. 478 

The department shall collect toll revenues and apply them to the 479 

payment of debt service as provided in the trust indentures or 480 

bond resolutions securing such bonds and expressly assumes all 481 

obligations relating to the bonds to ensure that the transfer of 482 

the authority will have no adverse impact on the security for 483 

the bonds of the authority. 484 

(3) After the transfer, the department shall consider 485 

refinancing all or a portion of outstanding Miami-Dade County 486 

Expressway Authority bonds if doing so would result in net cost 487 

savings. Any resulting cost savings shall be used to reduce toll 488 

rates. 489 

(4) The department shall use the unencumbered cash balances 490 

transferred under this section to prepay or defease outstanding 491 

Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority bonds or debts to the 492 

extent allowed by or consistent with the terms and covenants 493 

provided for the protection of the holders of the Miami-Dade 494 

County Expressway Authority bonds in the trust indentures or 495 

resolutions adopted in connection with the issuance of such 496 

bonds. 497 

(5) The department must display signs showing the date on 498 

or year in which the bonds will be paid. Such signs must be 499 

placed near the roadway signage that displays the toll rates. 500 

(6) By October 1 of each year beginning in 2020, the 501 

department shall provide a report to the Miami-Dade County Board 502 

of County Commissioners and the Miami-Dade County Transportation 503 
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Planning Organization detailing the toll collections, costs, and 504 

net revenues collected from the expressway system and turnpike 505 

operations in Miami-Dade County. The report shall include 506 

details on projects funded and scheduled to be funded by toll 507 

revenues, including revenues of the Florida Turnpike Enterprise, 508 

in Miami-Dade County. 509 

Section 15. Section 348.635, Florida Statutes, is created 510 

to read: 511 

348.635 Public-private partnership.—The Legislature 512 

declares that there is a public need for the rapid construction 513 

of safe and efficient transportation facilities for traveling 514 

within this state and that it is in the public’s interest to 515 

provide for public-private partnership agreements to effectuate 516 

the construction of additional safe, convenient, and economical 517 

transportation facilities. 518 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part, the 519 

authority may receive or solicit proposals and enter into 520 

agreements with private entities, or consortia thereof, for the 521 

building, operation, ownership, or financing of authority 522 

transportation facilities or new transportation facilities 523 

within the jurisdiction of the authority which increase 524 

transportation capacity. The authority may not sell or lease any 525 

transportation facility owned by the authority without providing 526 

the analysis required in s. 334.30(6)(e)2. to the Legislative 527 

Budget Commission created pursuant to s. 11.90 for review and 528 

approval before awarding a contract on a lease of an existing 529 

toll facility. The authority may adopt rules to implement this 530 

section and shall, by rule, establish an application fee for the 531 

submission of unsolicited proposals under this section. The fee 532 
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must be sufficient to pay the costs of evaluating the proposals. 533 

The authority may engage private consultants to assist in the 534 

evaluation. Before approval, the authority must determine that a 535 

proposed project: 536 

(a) Is in the public’s best interest. 537 

(b) Would not require state funds to be used unless the 538 

project is on or provides increased mobility on the State 539 

Highway System. 540 

(c) Would have adequate safeguards to ensure that no 541 

additional costs or service disruptions would be realized by the 542 

traveling public and residents of the state in the event of 543 

default or the cancellation of the agreement by the authority. 544 

(d) Would have adequate safeguards in place to ensure that 545 

the department, the authority, or the private entity has the 546 

opportunity to add capacity to the proposed project and other 547 

transportation facilities serving similar origins and 548 

destinations. 549 

(e) Would be owned by the authority upon completion or 550 

termination of the agreement. 551 

(2) The authority shall ensure that all reasonable costs to 552 

the state which are related to transportation facilities that 553 

are not part of the State Highway System are borne by the 554 

private entity. The authority shall also ensure that all 555 

reasonable costs to the state and substantially affected local 556 

governments and utilities related to the private transportation 557 

facility are borne by the private entity for transportation 558 

facilities that are owned by private entities. For projects on 559 

the State Highway System, the department may use state resources 560 

to participate in funding and financing the project as provided 561 
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for under the department’s enabling legislation. 562 

(3) The authority may request proposals for public-private 563 

transportation projects or, if it receives an unsolicited 564 

proposal, it must publish a notice in the Florida Administrative 565 

Register and a newspaper of general circulation in the county in 566 

which it is located at least once a week for 2 weeks stating 567 

that it has received the proposal and will accept, for 60 days 568 

after the initial date of publication, other proposals for the 569 

same project purpose. A copy of the notice must be mailed to 570 

each local government in the affected areas. After the public 571 

notification period has expired, the authority shall rank the 572 

proposals in order of preference. In ranking the proposals, the 573 

authority shall consider professional qualifications, general 574 

business terms, innovative engineering or cost-reduction terms, 575 

finance plans, and the need for state funds to deliver the 576 

proposal. If the authority is not satisfied with the results of 577 

the negotiations, it may, at its sole discretion, terminate 578 

negotiations with the proposer. If these negotiations are 579 

unsuccessful, the authority may go to the second and lower-580 

ranked firms, in order, using the same procedure. If only one 581 

proposal is received, the authority may negotiate in good faith, 582 

and if it is not satisfied with the results, it may, at its sole 583 

discretion, terminate negotiations with the proposer. The 584 

authority may, at its discretion, reject all proposals at any 585 

point in the process up to completion of a contract with the 586 

proposer. 587 

(4) Agreements entered into pursuant to this section may 588 

authorize the public-private entity to impose tolls or fares for 589 

the use of the facility. However, the amount and use of toll or 590 
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fare revenues shall be regulated by the authority to avoid 591 

unreasonable costs to users of the facility. 592 

(5) Each public-private transportation facility constructed 593 

pursuant to this section shall comply with all requirements of 594 

federal, state, and local laws; state, regional, and local 595 

comprehensive plans; the authority’s rules, policies, 596 

procedures, and standards for transportation facilities; and any 597 

other conditions that the authority determines to be in the 598 

public’s best interest. 599 

(6) The authority may exercise any power possessed by it, 600 

including eminent domain, to facilitate the development and 601 

construction of transportation projects pursuant to this 602 

section. The authority may pay all or part of the cost of 603 

operating and maintaining the facility or may provide services 604 

to the private entity for which it receives full or partial 605 

reimbursement for services rendered. 606 

(7) Except as herein provided, this section is not intended 607 

to amend existing laws by granting additional powers to or 608 

further restricting the governmental entities from regulating 609 

and entering into cooperative arrangements with the private 610 

sector for the planning, construction, and operation of 611 

transportation facilities. 612 

Section 16. Section 348.7605, Florida Statutes, is created 613 

to read: 614 

348.7605 Public-private partnership.—The Legislature 615 

declares that there is a public need for the rapid construction 616 

of safe and efficient transportation facilities for traveling 617 

within this state and that it is in the public’s interest to 618 

provide for public-private partnership agreements to effectuate 619 
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the construction of additional safe, convenient, and economical 620 

transportation facilities. 621 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part, the 622 

authority may receive or solicit proposals and enter into 623 

agreements with private entities, or consortia thereof, for the 624 

building, operation, ownership, or financing of authority 625 

transportation facilities or new transportation facilities 626 

within the jurisdiction of the authority which increase 627 

transportation capacity. The authority may not sell or lease any 628 

transportation facility owned by the authority without providing 629 

the analysis required in s. 334.30(6)(e)2. to the Legislative 630 

Budget Commission created pursuant to s. 11.90 for review and 631 

approval before awarding a contract on a lease of an existing 632 

toll facility. The authority may adopt rules to implement this 633 

section and shall, by rule, establish an application fee for the 634 

submission of unsolicited proposals under this section. The fee 635 

must be sufficient to pay the costs of evaluating the proposals. 636 

The authority may engage private consultants to assist in the 637 

evaluation. Before approval, the authority must determine that a 638 

proposed project: 639 

(a) Is in the public’s best interest. 640 

(b) Would not require state funds to be used unless the 641 

project is on or provides increased mobility on the State 642 

Highway System. 643 

(c) Would have adequate safeguards to ensure that no 644 

additional costs or service disruptions would be realized by the 645 

traveling public and residents of the state in the event of 646 

default or the cancellation of the agreement by the authority. 647 

(d) Would have adequate safeguards in place to ensure that 648 
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the department, the authority, or the private entity has the 649 

opportunity to add capacity to the proposed project and other 650 

transportation facilities serving similar origins and 651 

destinations. 652 

(e) Would be owned by the authority upon completion or 653 

termination of the agreement. 654 

(2) The authority shall ensure that all reasonable costs to 655 

the state which are related to transportation facilities that 656 

are not part of the State Highway System are borne by the 657 

private entity. The authority shall also ensure that all 658 

reasonable costs to the state and substantially affected local 659 

governments and utilities related to the private transportation 660 

facility are borne by the private entity for transportation 661 

facilities that are owned by private entities. For projects on 662 

the State Highway System, the department may use state resources 663 

to participate in funding and financing the project as provided 664 

for under the department’s enabling legislation. 665 

(3) The authority may request proposals for public-private 666 

transportation projects or, if it receives an unsolicited 667 

proposal, it must publish a notice in the Florida Administrative 668 

Register and a newspaper of general circulation in the county in 669 

which it is located at least once a week for 2 weeks stating 670 

that it has received the proposal and will accept, for 60 days 671 

after the initial date of publication, other proposals for the 672 

same project purpose. A copy of the notice must be mailed to 673 

each local government in the affected areas. After the public 674 

notification period has expired, the authority shall rank the 675 

proposals in order of preference. In ranking the proposals, the 676 

authority shall consider professional qualifications, general 677 
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business terms, innovative engineering or cost-reduction terms, 678 

finance plans, and the need for state funds to deliver the 679 

proposal. If the authority is not satisfied with the results of 680 

the negotiations, it may, at its sole discretion, terminate 681 

negotiations with the proposer. If these negotiations are 682 

unsuccessful, the authority may go to the second and lower-683 

ranked firms, in order, using the same procedure. If only one 684 

proposal is received, the authority may negotiate in good faith, 685 

and if it is not satisfied with the results, it may, at its sole 686 

discretion, terminate negotiations with the proposer. The 687 

authority may, at its discretion, reject all proposals at any 688 

point in the process up to completion of a contract with the 689 

proposer. 690 

(4) Agreements entered into pursuant to this section may 691 

authorize the public-private entity to impose tolls or fares for 692 

the use of the facility. However, the amount and use of toll or 693 

fare revenues shall be regulated by the authority to avoid 694 

unreasonable costs to users of the facility. 695 

(5) Each public-private transportation facility constructed 696 

pursuant to this section shall comply with all requirements of 697 

federal, state, and local laws; state, regional, and local 698 

comprehensive plans; the authority’s rules, policies, 699 

procedures, and standards for transportation facilities; and any 700 

other conditions that the authority determines to be in the 701 

public’s best interest. 702 

(6) The authority may exercise any power possessed by it, 703 

including eminent domain, to facilitate the development and 704 

construction of transportation projects pursuant to this 705 

section. The authority may pay all or part of the cost of 706 
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operating and maintaining the facility or may provide services 707 

to the private entity for which it receives full or partial 708 

reimbursement for services rendered. 709 

(7) Except as herein provided, this section is not intended 710 

to amend existing laws by granting additional powers to or 711 

further restricting the governmental entities from regulating 712 

and entering into cooperative arrangements with the private 713 

sector for the planning, construction, and operation of 714 

transportation facilities. 715 

Section 17. Pursuant to section 20 of chapter 2014-171, 716 

Laws of Florida, part V of chapter 348, Florida Statutes, 717 

consisting of sections 348.9950, 348.9951, 348.9952, 348.9953, 718 

348.9954, 348.9956, 348.9957, 348.9958, 348.9959, 348.9960, and 719 

348.9961, is repealed. 720 

Section 18. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 721 

act and except for this section, which shall take effect upon 722 

this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect July 1, 723 

2019. 724 

 725 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 726 

And the title is amended as follows: 727 

Delete everything before the enacting clause 728 

and insert: 729 

A bill to be entitled 730 

An act relating to transportation; amending s. 20.23, 731 

F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the 732 

act; amending s. 112.3144, F.S.; deleting an obsolete 733 

provision; requiring members of certain authorities to 734 

comply with certain financial disclosure requirements; 735 
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amending s. 212.055, F.S.; revising the required uses 736 

of proceeds from charter county and regional 737 

transportation system surtaxes; requiring certain 738 

counties to use surtax proceeds for purposes related 739 

to fixed guideway rapid transit systems, bus systems, 740 

and development of dedicated facilities for autonomous 741 

vehicles; authorizing the use of surtax proceeds for 742 

the purchase of rights-of-way under certain 743 

circumstances; authorizing the use of surtax proceeds 744 

for refinancing existing or issuing new bonds; 745 

authorizing a percentage of surtax proceeds to be 746 

distributed to certain municipalities to be used for 747 

certain purposes; prohibiting the use of such proceeds 748 

for certain purposes; amending s. 215.68, F.S.; 749 

conforming provisions to changes made by the act; 750 

reviving, reenacting, and amending s. 319.141, F.S.; 751 

requiring the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 752 

Vehicles to oversee a program, rather than a pilot 753 

program, to evaluate alternatives to certain rebuilt 754 

inspection services; deleting obsolete provisions; 755 

amending s. 334.175, F.S.; requiring the Department of 756 

Transportation to approve design plans for all 757 

transportation projects relating to department-owned 758 

rights-of-way under certain circumstances; amending s. 759 

337.025, F.S.; authorizing the department to establish 760 

a program for transportation projects that demonstrate 761 

certain innovative techniques for measuring resiliency 762 

and structural integrity and controlling time and cost 763 

increases; amending s. 338.165, F.S.; conforming 764 
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provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 765 

338.166, F.S.; limiting the toll rate for high-766 

occupancy toll lanes or express lanes in certain 767 

counties; amending s. 338.231, F.S.; requiring the 768 

department to commit all net toll collections 769 

attributable to users of turnpike facilities in 770 

certain counties to projects and bond finance 771 

commitments in each respective county; creating s. 772 

338.271, F.S.; requiring the department to assume the 773 

assets and liabilities of the former Miami-Dade County 774 

Expressway Authority; requiring the department to 775 

continue tolls on certain facilities until bond 776 

obligations are fully discharged; prohibiting certain 777 

toll increases on former authority facilities; 778 

requiring specified fees to be deposited in a 779 

specified trust fund to be used for specified 780 

purposes; providing for the use of excess revenues; 781 

prohibiting facilities of the former authority from 782 

becoming facilities of the Florida Turnpike 783 

Enterprise; providing that such facilities are not 784 

subject to the Florida Turnpike Enterprise Law; 785 

amending s. 343.1003, F.S.; revising a cross-786 

reference; repealing part I of chapter 348, F.S., 787 

relating to the creation and operation of the Florida 788 

Expressway Authority Act; transferring the assets and 789 

liabilities of the Miami-Dade County Expressway 790 

Authority to the department; providing terms of the 791 

transfer; providing that the department succeeds to 792 

all powers of the authority; providing that revenues 793 
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collected on the expressway system are department 794 

revenues; requiring the department, in consultation 795 

with the Division of Bond Finance, to review certain 796 

documents of the authority; providing terms and 797 

conditions of the transfer; providing requirements for 798 

the use of cost savings and unencumbered cash 799 

balances; requiring the department to display certain 800 

signs; requiring an annual report to the Miami-Dade 801 

County Board of County Commissioners and the Miami-802 

Dade County Transportation Planning Organization; 803 

creating ss. 348.635 and 348.7605, F.S.; providing a 804 

legislative declaration; authorizing the Tampa-805 

Hillsborough County Expressway Authority and the 806 

Central Florida Expressway Authority, respectively, to 807 

enter into public-private partnership agreements; 808 

authorizing solicitation or receipt of certain 809 

proposals; providing rulemaking authority; providing 810 

approval requirements; requiring certain costs to be 811 

borne by the private entity; providing notice 812 

requirements for requests for proposals; providing for 813 

ranking and negotiation of proposals; requiring the 814 

authorities to regulate tolls on certain facilities; 815 

requiring compliance with specified laws, rules, and 816 

conditions; providing for development, construction, 817 

operation, and maintenance of transportation projects 818 

by the authorities or private entities; providing 819 

construction; repealing part V of ch. 348, F.S., 820 

relating to the Osceola County Expressway Authority 821 

Law; providing effective dates. 822 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to transportation; amending s. 20.23, 2 

F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the 3 

act; amending s. 212.055, F.S.; revising the 4 

authorized uses of proceeds from charter county and 5 

regional transportation system surtaxes; amending s. 6 

215.68, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by 7 

the act; reviving, reenacting, and amending s. 8 

319.141, F.S.; requiring the Department of Highway 9 

Safety and Motor Vehicles to oversee a program for 10 

authorization of alternatives to private-sector 11 

rebuilt motor vehicle inspection services; deleting 12 

obsolete provisions; amending s. 334.046, F.S.; 13 

revising the preservation goals of the Department of 14 

Transportation to include ensuring that all work on 15 

the State Highway System meets department standards; 16 

amending s. 334.175, F.S.; requiring the department to 17 

approve design plans for all transportation projects 18 

relating to department-owned rights-of-way under 19 

certain circumstances; amending s. 337.025, F.S.; 20 

authorizing the department to establish a program for 21 

transportation projects that demonstrate certain 22 

innovative techniques for measuring resiliency and 23 

structural integrity and controlling time and cost 24 

increases; amending s. 337.25, F.S.; providing 25 

conditions for repurchase by the previous property 26 

owner of certain real or personal property acquired by 27 

the department; providing for disposal of such 28 

property under certain circumstances; amending s. 29 
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338.165, F.S.; prohibiting the department from 30 

collecting tolls on facilities of the former Miami-31 

Dade County Expressway Authority after the discharge 32 

of bond obligations; deleting cross-references; 33 

requiring the department to acquire the assets and 34 

assume the liabilities of the authority; providing 35 

construction; amending s. 338.166, F.S.; prohibiting 36 

the department from using toll revenues from high-37 

occupancy toll lanes or express lanes to offset 38 

certain funding; limiting tolls on high-occupancy toll 39 

lanes or express lanes in certain counties; amending 40 

s. 338.231, F.S.; requiring the department to commit 41 

all net toll collections attributable to users of 42 

turnpike facilities in certain counties to projects 43 

and bond finance commitments in such counties; 44 

amending s. 339.175, F.S.; revising the membership 45 

criteria of the metropolitan planning organization in 46 

certain counties; repealing s. 339.176, F.S., relating 47 

to voting membership for certain metropolitan planning 48 

organizations; amending s. 343.1003, F.S.; deleting a 49 

cross-reference; repealing part I of ch. 348, F.S., 50 

relating to the creation and operation of the Florida 51 

Expressway Authority Act; transferring the assets and 52 

liabilities of the Miami-Dade County Expressway 53 

Authority to the department; creating ss. 348.635 and 54 

348.7605, F.S.; providing a legislative declaration; 55 

authorizing the Tampa-Hillsborough County Expressway 56 

Authority and the Central Florida Expressway Authority 57 

to enter into public-private partnership agreements; 58 
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authorizing solicitation or receipt of certain 59 

proposals; providing rulemaking authority; providing 60 

approval requirements; requiring certain costs to be 61 

borne by the private entity; providing notice 62 

requirements for requests for proposals; providing for 63 

ranking and negotiation of proposals; requiring the 64 

authorities to regulate tolls on certain facilities; 65 

requiring compliance with specified laws, rules, and 66 

conditions; providing for development, construction, 67 

operation, and maintenance of transportation projects 68 

by the authorities or private entities; providing 69 

construction; repealing part V of ch. 348, F.S., 70 

relating to the Osceola County Expressway Authority 71 

Law; providing effective dates. 72 

  73 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 74 

 75 

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 76 

20.23, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 77 

20.23 Department of Transportation.—There is created a 78 

Department of Transportation which shall be a decentralized 79 

agency. 80 

(2) 81 

(b) The commission shall: 82 

1. Recommend major transportation policies for the 83 

Governor’s approval and assure that approved policies and any 84 

revisions are properly executed. 85 

2. Periodically review the status of the state 86 

transportation system including highway, transit, rail, seaport, 87 
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intermodal development, and aviation components of the system 88 

and recommend improvements to the Governor and the Legislature. 89 

3. Perform an in-depth evaluation of the annual department 90 

budget request, the Florida Transportation Plan, and the 91 

tentative work program for compliance with all applicable laws 92 

and established departmental policies. Except as specifically 93 

provided in s. 339.135(4)(c)2., (d), and (f), the commission may 94 

not consider individual construction projects, but shall 95 

consider methods of accomplishing the goals of the department in 96 

the most effective, efficient, and businesslike manner. 97 

4. Monitor the financial status of the department on a 98 

regular basis to assure that the department is managing revenue 99 

and bond proceeds responsibly and in accordance with law and 100 

established policy. 101 

5. Monitor on at least a quarterly basis, the efficiency, 102 

productivity, and management of the department using performance 103 

and production standards developed by the commission pursuant to 104 

s. 334.045. 105 

6. Perform an in-depth evaluation of the factors causing 106 

disruption of project schedules in the adopted work program and 107 

recommend to the Governor and the Legislature methods to 108 

eliminate or reduce the disruptive effects of these factors. 109 

7. Recommend to the Governor and the Legislature 110 

improvements to the department’s organization in order to 111 

streamline and optimize the efficiency of the department. In 112 

reviewing the department’s organization, the commission shall 113 

determine if the current district organizational structure is 114 

responsive to this state’s changing economic and demographic 115 

development patterns. The initial report by the commission must 116 
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be delivered to the Governor and the Legislature by December 15, 117 

2000, and each year thereafter, as appropriate. The commission 118 

may retain experts as necessary to carry out this subparagraph, 119 

and the department shall pay the expenses of the experts. 120 

8. Monitor the efficiency, productivity, and management of 121 

the authorities created under chapters 348 and 349, including 122 

any authority formed using part I of chapter 348; the Mid-Bay 123 

Bridge Authority re-created pursuant to chapter 2000-411, Laws 124 

of Florida; and any authority formed under chapter 343. The 125 

commission shall also conduct periodic reviews of each 126 

authority’s operations and budget, acquisition of property, 127 

management of revenue and bond proceeds, and compliance with 128 

applicable laws and generally accepted accounting principles. 129 

Section 2. Effective July 1, 2022, paragraphs (d) and (e) 130 

of subsection (1) of section 212.055, Florida Statutes, are 131 

amended to read: 132 

212.055 Discretionary sales surtaxes; legislative intent; 133 

authorization and use of proceeds.—It is the legislative intent 134 

that any authorization for imposition of a discretionary sales 135 

surtax shall be published in the Florida Statutes as a 136 

subsection of this section, irrespective of the duration of the 137 

levy. Each enactment shall specify the types of counties 138 

authorized to levy; the rate or rates which may be imposed; the 139 

maximum length of time the surtax may be imposed, if any; the 140 

procedure which must be followed to secure voter approval, if 141 

required; the purpose for which the proceeds may be expended; 142 

and such other requirements as the Legislature may provide. 143 

Taxable transactions and administrative procedures shall be as 144 

provided in s. 212.054. 145 

Florida Senate - 2019 SB 898 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

36-00542A-19 2019898__ 

 Page 6 of 27  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

(1) CHARTER COUNTY AND REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 146 

SURTAX.— 147 

(d) To the extent not prohibited by contracts or bond 148 

covenants, proceeds from the surtax shall be used only for the 149 

following purposes: 150 

1. The planning, design, engineering, or construction of, 151 

or the acquisition of rights-of-way for, fixed-guideway rapid 152 

transit systems and bus systems, including bus rapid transit 153 

systems, and for the development of dedicated facilities for 154 

autonomous vehicles as defined in s. 316.003. 155 

2. The purchase of buses or other capital costs for bus 156 

systems, including bus rapid transit systems. 157 

3. The payment of principal and interest on bonds 158 

previously issued related to fixed-guideway rapid transit 159 

systems or bus systems. 160 

4. As security by the governing body of the county to 161 

refinance existing bonds or to issue new bonds for the planning, 162 

design, engineering, or construction of fixed-guideway rapid 163 

transit systems, bus rapid transit systems, or bus systems. 164 

 165 

Proceeds from the surtax may not be used for salaries or other 166 

personnel expenses for any governmental entity receiving these 167 

funds. shall be applied to as many or as few of the uses 168 

enumerated below in whatever combination the county commission 169 

deems appropriate: 170 

1. Deposited by the county in the trust fund and shall be 171 

used for the purposes of development, construction, equipment, 172 

maintenance, operation, supportive services, including a 173 

countywide bus system, on-demand transportation services, and 174 
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related costs of a fixed guideway rapid transit system; 175 

2. Remitted by the governing body of the county to an 176 

expressway, transit, or transportation authority created by law 177 

to be used, at the discretion of such authority, for the 178 

development, construction, operation, or maintenance of roads or 179 

bridges in the county, for the operation and maintenance of a 180 

bus system, for the operation and maintenance of on-demand 181 

transportation services, for the payment of principal and 182 

interest on existing bonds issued for the construction of such 183 

roads or bridges, and, upon approval by the county commission, 184 

such proceeds may be pledged for bonds issued to refinance 185 

existing bonds or new bonds issued for the construction of such 186 

roads or bridges; 187 

3. Used by the county for the development, construction, 188 

operation, and maintenance of roads and bridges in the county; 189 

for the expansion, operation, and maintenance of bus and fixed 190 

guideway systems; for the expansion, operation, and maintenance 191 

of on-demand transportation services; and for the payment of 192 

principal and interest on bonds issued for the construction of 193 

fixed guideway rapid transit systems, bus systems, roads, or 194 

bridges; and such proceeds may be pledged by the governing body 195 

of the county for bonds issued to refinance existing bonds or 196 

new bonds issued for the construction of such fixed guideway 197 

rapid transit systems, bus systems, roads, or bridges and no 198 

more than 25 percent used for nontransit uses; and 199 

4. Used by the county for the planning, development, 200 

construction, operation, and maintenance of roads and bridges in 201 

the county; for the planning, development, expansion, operation, 202 

and maintenance of bus and fixed guideway systems; for the 203 
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planning, development, construction, operation, and maintenance 204 

of on-demand transportation services; and for the payment of 205 

principal and interest on bonds issued for the construction of 206 

fixed guideway rapid transit systems, bus systems, roads, or 207 

bridges; and such proceeds may be pledged by the governing body 208 

of the county for bonds issued to refinance existing bonds or 209 

new bonds issued for the construction of such fixed guideway 210 

rapid transit systems, bus systems, roads, or bridges. Pursuant 211 

to an interlocal agreement entered into pursuant to chapter 163, 212 

the governing body of the county may distribute proceeds from 213 

the tax to a municipality, or an expressway or transportation 214 

authority created by law to be expended for the purpose 215 

authorized by this paragraph. Any county that has entered into 216 

interlocal agreements for distribution of proceeds to one or 217 

more municipalities in the county shall revise such interlocal 218 

agreements no less than every 5 years in order to include any 219 

municipalities that have been created since the prior interlocal 220 

agreements were executed. 221 

(e) As used in this subsection, the term “on-demand 222 

transportation services” means transportation provided between 223 

flexible points of origin and destination selected by individual 224 

users with such service being provided at a time that is agreed 225 

upon by the user and the provider of the service and that is not 226 

fixed-schedule or fixed-route in nature. 227 

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 215.68, Florida 228 

Statutes, is amended to read: 229 

215.68 Issuance of bonds; form; maturity date, execution, 230 

sale.— 231 

(2) Such bonds may: 232 
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(a) Be issued in either coupon form or registered form or 233 

both; 234 

(b) Have such date or dates of issue and such maturities, 235 

not exceeding in any event 40 years from the date of issuance 236 

thereof; 237 

(c) Bear interest at a rate or rates not exceeding the 238 

interest rate limitation set forth in s. 215.84(3); 239 

(d) Have such provisions for registration of coupon bonds 240 

and conversion and reconversion of bonds from coupon to 241 

registered form or from registered form to coupon form; 242 

(e) Have such provisions for payment at maturity and 243 

redemption before prior to maturity at such time or times and at 244 

such price or prices; and 245 

(f) Be payable at such place or places within or without 246 

the state as the board shall determine by resolution. 247 

 248 

The foregoing terms and conditions do not supersede the 249 

limitations provided in chapter 348, part I, relating to the 250 

issuance of bonds. 251 

Section 4. Notwithstanding the repeal of that section, 252 

which occurred on July 1, 2018, section 319.141, Florida 253 

Statutes, is revived, reenacted, and amended to read: 254 

319.141 Pilot Rebuilt motor vehicle inspection program.— 255 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 256 

(a) “Facility” means a rebuilt motor vehicle inspection 257 

facility authorized and operating under this section. 258 

(b) “Rebuilt inspection services” means an examination of a 259 

rebuilt vehicle and a properly endorsed certificate of title, 260 

salvage certificate of title, or manufacturer’s statement of 261 

Florida Senate - 2019 SB 898 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

36-00542A-19 2019898__ 

 Page 10 of 27  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

origin and an application for a rebuilt certificate of title, a 262 

rebuilder’s affidavit, a photograph of the junk or salvage 263 

vehicle taken before repairs began, receipts or invoices for all 264 

major component parts, as defined in s. 319.30, and repairs 265 

which were changed, and proof that notice of rebuilding of the 266 

vehicle has been reported to the National Motor Vehicle Title 267 

Information System. 268 

(2) By July 1, 2015, The department shall oversee a pilot 269 

program in which the department authorizes Miami-Dade County to 270 

evaluate alternatives to the for rebuilt inspection services 271 

currently provided by private-sector offered by existing private 272 

sector operators. Such authorization must be based on, including 273 

the continued use of private facilities, the cost impact to 274 

consumers, and the potential savings to the department. 275 

(3) The department shall establish a memorandum of 276 

understanding that allows private parties participating in the 277 

pilot program to conduct rebuilt motor vehicle inspections and 278 

specifies requirements for oversight, bonding and insurance, 279 

procedures, and forms and requires the electronic transmission 280 

of documents. 281 

(4) Before an applicant is approved, the department shall 282 

ensure that the applicant meets basic criteria designed to 283 

protect the public. At a minimum, the applicant shall meet all 284 

of the following requirements: 285 

(a) Have and maintain a surety bond or irrevocable letter 286 

of credit in the amount of $100,000 executed by the applicant. 287 

(b) Secure and maintain a facility at a permanent structure 288 

at an address recognized by the United States Postal Service 289 

where the only services provided on such property are rebuilt 290 
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inspection services. The operator of a facility shall annually 291 

attest that he or she is not employed by or does not have an 292 

ownership interest in or other financial arrangement with the 293 

owner, operator, manager, or employee of a motor vehicle repair 294 

shop as defined in s. 559.903, a motor vehicle dealer as defined 295 

in s. 320.27(1)(c), a towing company, a vehicle storage company, 296 

a vehicle auction, an insurance company, a salvage yard, a metal 297 

retailer, or a metal rebuilder, from which he or she receives 298 

remuneration, directly or indirectly, for the referral of 299 

customers for rebuilt inspection services. 300 

(c) Have and maintain garage liability and other insurance 301 

required by the department. 302 

(d) Have completed criminal background checks of the 303 

owners, partners, and corporate officers and the inspectors 304 

employed by the facility. 305 

(e) Meet any additional criteria the department determines 306 

necessary to conduct proper inspections. 307 

(5) A participant in the program shall access vehicle and 308 

title information and enter inspection results through an 309 

electronic filing system authorized by the department and shall 310 

maintain records of each rebuilt vehicle inspection processed at 311 

such facility for at least 5 years. 312 

(6) The department shall immediately terminate any operator 313 

from the program who fails to meet the minimum eligibility 314 

requirements specified in subsection (4). Before a change in 315 

ownership of a rebuilt inspection facility, the current operator 316 

must give the department 45 days’ written notice of the intended 317 

sale. The prospective owner must meet the eligibility 318 

requirements of this section and execute a new memorandum of 319 
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understanding with the department before operating the facility. 320 

(7) This section is repealed on July 1, 2018, unless saved 321 

from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature. 322 

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 323 

334.046, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 324 

334.046 Department mission, goals, and objectives.— 325 

(4) At a minimum, the department’s goals shall address the 326 

following prevailing principles. 327 

(a) Preservation.—Protecting the state’s transportation 328 

infrastructure investment. Preservation includes: 329 

1. Ensuring that 80 percent of the pavement on the State 330 

Highway System meets department standards.; 331 

2. Ensuring that 90 percent of department-maintained 332 

bridges meet department standards.; and 333 

3. Ensuring that the department achieves 100 percent of the 334 

acceptable maintenance standard on the State Highway System. 335 

4. Ensuring that all work on the State Highway System meets 336 

department standards. 337 

Section 6. Section 334.175, Florida Statutes, is amended to 338 

read: 339 

334.175 Certification of project design plans and surveys.— 340 

(1) All design plans and surveys prepared by or for the 341 

department shall be signed, sealed, and certified by the 342 

professional engineer or surveyor or architect or landscape 343 

architect in responsible charge of the project work. Such 344 

professional engineer, surveyor, architect, or landscape 345 

architect must be duly registered in this state. 346 

(2) For all transportation projects on, under, over, or 347 

abutting a department-owned right-of-way, and regardless of 348 
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funding source, the department shall approve the design plans 349 

for such projects if such design plans meet department design 350 

standards. 351 

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 337.025, Florida 352 

Statutes, is amended to read: 353 

337.025 Innovative transportation highway projects; 354 

department to establish program.— 355 

(1) The department may is authorized to establish a program 356 

for transportation highway projects demonstrating innovative 357 

techniques of highway and bridge design, construction, 358 

maintenance, and finance which have the intended effect of 359 

measuring resiliency and structural integrity and controlling 360 

time and cost increases on construction projects. Such 361 

techniques may include, but are not limited to, state-of-the-art 362 

technology for pavement, safety, and other aspects of highway 363 

and bridge design, construction, and maintenance; innovative 364 

bidding and financing techniques; accelerated construction 365 

procedures; and those techniques that have the potential to 366 

reduce project life cycle costs. To the maximum extent 367 

practical, the department must use the existing process to award 368 

and administer construction and maintenance contracts. When 369 

specific innovative techniques are to be used, the department is 370 

not required to adhere to those provisions of law that would 371 

prevent, preclude, or in any way prohibit the department from 372 

using the innovative technique. However, before prior to using 373 

an innovative technique that is inconsistent with another 374 

provision of law, the department must document in writing the 375 

need for the exception and identify what benefits the traveling 376 

public and the affected community are anticipated to receive. 377 
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The department may enter into no more than $120 million in 378 

contracts annually for the purposes authorized by this section. 379 

Section 8. Subsection (4) of section 337.25, Florida 380 

Statutes, is amended to read: 381 

337.25 Acquisition, lease, and disposal of real and 382 

personal property.— 383 

(4) The department may convey, in the name of the state, 384 

any land, building, or other property, real or personal, which 385 

was acquired under subsection (1) and which the department has 386 

determined is not needed for the construction, operation, and 387 

maintenance of a transportation facility. Subject to the 388 

requirements of paragraph (f), when such a determination has 389 

been made, property may be disposed of through negotiations, 390 

sealed competitive bids, auctions, or any other means the 391 

department deems to be in its best interest, with due 392 

advertisement for property valued by the department at greater 393 

than $10,000. A sale may not occur at a price less than the 394 

department’s current estimate of value, except as provided in 395 

paragraphs (a)-(d). The department may afford a right of first 396 

refusal to the local government or other political subdivision 397 

in the jurisdiction in which the parcel is situated, except in a 398 

conveyance transacted under paragraph (a), paragraph (c), or 399 

paragraph (e), or paragraph (f). 400 

(a) If the property has been donated to the state for 401 

transportation purposes and a transportation facility has not 402 

been constructed for at least 5 years, plans have not been 403 

prepared for the construction of such facility, and the property 404 

is not located in a transportation corridor, the governmental 405 

entity may authorize reconveyance of the donated property for no 406 
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consideration to the original donor or the donor’s heirs, 407 

successors, assigns, or representatives. 408 

(b) If the property is to be used for a public purpose, the 409 

property may be conveyed without consideration to a governmental 410 

entity. 411 

(c) If the property was originally acquired specifically to 412 

provide replacement housing for persons displaced by 413 

transportation projects, the department may negotiate for the 414 

sale of such property as replacement housing. As compensation, 415 

the state shall receive at least its investment in such property 416 

or the department’s current estimate of value, whichever is 417 

lower. It is expressly intended that this benefit be extended 418 

only to persons actually displaced by the project. Dispositions 419 

to any other person must be for at least the department’s 420 

current estimate of value. 421 

(d) If the department determines that the property requires 422 

significant costs to be incurred or that continued ownership of 423 

the property exposes the department to significant liability 424 

risks, the department may use the projected maintenance costs 425 

over the next 10 years to offset the property’s value in 426 

establishing a value for disposal of the property, even if that 427 

value is zero. 428 

(e) If, at the discretion of the department, a sale to a 429 

person other than an abutting property owner would be 430 

inequitable, the property may be sold to the abutting owner for 431 

the department’s current estimate of value. 432 

(f) If the property is valued by the department at greater 433 

than $1 million, the department must give the previous property 434 

owner the opportunity to repurchase the property at fair market 435 
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value. The previous property owner shall have 30 days to respond 436 

to the department if he or she wishes to repurchase the 437 

property. If the previous property owner wishes to repurchase 438 

the property, the department must halt all other actions until 439 

an agreement is reached with the previous property owner or 440 

until it becomes evident that an agreement cannot be reached. If 441 

an agreement is not reached, the property must be disposed of in 442 

accordance with this subsection. 443 

Section 9. Subsections (1), (2), and (5) of section 444 

338.165, Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (12) is 445 

added to that section, to read: 446 

338.165 Continuation of tolls.— 447 

(1)(a) The department, any transportation or expressway 448 

authority, or, in the absence of an authority, a county or 449 

counties may continue to collect the toll on a revenue-producing 450 

project after the discharge of any bond indebtedness related to 451 

such project and may increase such toll. All tolls so collected 452 

shall first be used to pay the annual cost of the operation, 453 

maintenance, and improvement of the toll project. 454 

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), the department may not 455 

collect tolls on a facility of the former Miami-Dade County 456 

Expressway Authority after the discharge of any outstanding bond 457 

obligations related to such facility. 458 

(2) If the revenue-producing project is on the State 459 

Highway System, any remaining toll revenue shall be used for the 460 

construction, maintenance, or improvement of any road on the 461 

State Highway System within the county or counties in which the 462 

revenue-producing project is located, except as provided in s. 463 

348.0004. 464 
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(5) If the revenue-producing project is on the county road 465 

system, any remaining toll revenue shall be used for the 466 

construction, maintenance, or improvement of any other state or 467 

county road within the county or counties in which the revenue-468 

producing project is located, except as provided in s. 348.0004. 469 

(12) The department shall acquire the assets and assume the 470 

liabilities of the Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority. The 471 

acquisition of the expressway authority by the department must 472 

be subject to the terms and covenants of any outstanding bond of 473 

the authority and may not act to the detriment of the 474 

bondholders or decrease the quality of the bonds. 475 

Section 10. Present subsections (5), (6), and (7) of 476 

section 338.166, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections 477 

(7), (8), and (9), respectively, and new subsections (5) and (6) 478 

are added to that section, to read: 479 

338.166 High-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes.— 480 

(5) The department may not use toll revenue from a high-481 

occupancy toll lane or an express lane to offset funding that 482 

the facility would receive if the facility were not a high-483 

occupancy toll lane or express lane. 484 

(6) Any toll on a high-occupancy toll lane or an express 485 

lane that is in a county as defined in s. 125.011(1) may not be 486 

more than $5. 487 

Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 488 

338.231, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 489 

338.231 Turnpike tolls, fixing; pledge of tolls and other 490 

revenues.—The department shall at all times fix, adjust, charge, 491 

and collect such tolls and amounts for the use of the turnpike 492 

system as are required in order to provide a fund sufficient 493 
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with other revenues of the turnpike system to pay the cost of 494 

maintaining, improving, repairing, and operating such turnpike 495 

system; to pay the principal of and interest on all bonds issued 496 

to finance or refinance any portion of the turnpike system as 497 

the same become due and payable; and to create reserves for all 498 

such purposes. 499 

(3)(a) For the period July 1, 1998, through June 30, 2027, 500 

The department shall, to the maximum extent feasible, program 501 

sufficient funds in the tentative work program such that all of 502 

the percentage of turnpike toll and bond financed commitments in 503 

Miami-Dade County, Broward County, and Palm Beach County as 504 

compared to total turnpike toll and bond financed commitments 505 

shall be at least 90 percent of the share of net toll 506 

collections attributable to users of the turnpike facilities 507 

system in Miami-Dade County, Broward County, and Palm Beach 508 

Counties are committed to projects and bond finance commitments 509 

in such counties County as compared to total net toll 510 

collections attributable to users of the turnpike system. This 511 

paragraph subsection does not apply when the application of such 512 

requirements would violate any covenant established in a 513 

resolution or trust indenture relating to the issuance of 514 

turnpike bonds. The department may at any time for economic 515 

considerations establish lower temporary toll rates for a new or 516 

existing toll facility for a period not to exceed 1 year, after 517 

which the toll rates adopted pursuant to s. 120.54 shall become 518 

effective. 519 

Section 12. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section 520 

339.175, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 521 

339.175 Metropolitan planning organization.— 522 
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(3) VOTING MEMBERSHIP.— 523 

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section to 524 

the contrary, a county as defined in s. 125.011(1) Any other 525 

provision of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, any 526 

county chartered under s. 6(e), Art. VIII of the State 527 

Constitution may elect to have its county commission serve as 528 

the M.P.O., if the M.P.O. jurisdiction is wholly contained 529 

within the county. Any charter county that elects to exercise 530 

the provisions of this paragraph shall so notify the Governor in 531 

writing. Upon receipt of such notification, the Governor must 532 

designate the county commission as the M.P.O. The Governor must 533 

appoint four additional voting members to the M.P.O., one of 534 

whom must be an elected official representing a municipality 535 

that has a population of 65,000 or more within the county, one 536 

of whom must be an expressway authority member, one of whom must 537 

be a person who does not hold elected public office and who 538 

resides in the unincorporated portion of the county, and one of 539 

whom must be a school board member. 540 

Section 13. Section 339.176, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 541 

Section 14. Subsection (6) of section 343.1003, Florida 542 

Statutes, is amended to read: 543 

343.1003 Northeast Florida Regional Transportation 544 

Commission.— 545 

(6) Notwithstanding s. 348.0003(4)(c), Members of the board 546 

shall file a statement of financial interests interest with the 547 

Commission on Ethics pursuant to s. 112.3145. 548 

Section 15. Part I of chapter 348, Florida Statutes, 549 

consisting of sections 348.0001, 348.0002, 348.0003, 348.0004, 550 

348.0005, 348.0007, 348.0008, 348.0009, 348.0010, 348.0011, 551 
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348.00115, and 348.0012, is repealed. 552 

Section 16. The Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority is 553 

transferred by a type two transfer, pursuant to s. 20.06, 554 

Florida Statutes, to the Department of Transportation. Any 555 

binding contract or interagency agreement entered into between 556 

the Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority or an agent of the 557 

authority and any other agency, entity, or person shall continue 558 

to be a binding contract or agreement of the Miami-Dade County 559 

Expressway Authority for the remainder of the term of such 560 

contract or agreement. 561 

Section 17. Section 348.635, Florida Statutes, is created 562 

to read: 563 

348.635 Public-private partnership.—The Legislature 564 

declares that there is a public need for the rapid construction 565 

of safe and efficient transportation facilities for traveling 566 

within the state and that it is in the public’s best interest to 567 

provide for public-private partnership agreements to develop 568 

additional safe, convenient, and economical transportation 569 

facilities. 570 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part, the 571 

authority may receive or solicit proposals and enter into 572 

agreements with private entities, or consortia thereof, for the 573 

building, operation, ownership, or financing of authority 574 

transportation facilities or new transportation facilities 575 

within the jurisdiction of the authority which increase 576 

transportation capacity. The authority may not sell or lease any 577 

transportation facility it owns without providing the analysis 578 

required in s. 334.30(6)(e)2. to the Legislative Budget 579 

Commission created pursuant to s. 11.90 for review and approval. 580 
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The authority may adopt rules to implement this section and 581 

shall establish by rule an application fee for the submission of 582 

unsolicited proposals under this section. The fee must be 583 

sufficient to pay the costs of evaluating the proposals. The 584 

authority may engage private consultants to assist in the 585 

evaluation. Before approval, the authority must determine that a 586 

proposed project meets all of the following requirements: 587 

(a) Is in the public’s best interest. 588 

(b) Would not require state funds to be used unless the 589 

project is on, or provides increased mobility on, the State 590 

Highway System. 591 

(c) Would have adequate safeguards to ensure that no 592 

additional costs or service disruptions would be realized by the 593 

traveling public and residents of the state in the event of 594 

default or the cancellation of the agreement by the authority. 595 

(d) Would have adequate safeguards in place to ensure that 596 

the department, the authority, or the private entity has the 597 

opportunity to add capacity to the proposed project and other 598 

transportation facilities serving similar origins and 599 

destinations. 600 

(e) Would be owned by the authority upon completion or 601 

termination of the agreement. 602 

(2) The authority shall ensure that all reasonable costs to 603 

the state which are related to transportation facilities that 604 

are not part of the State Highway System are borne by the 605 

private entity. The authority shall also ensure that, for 606 

transportation facilities that are owned by private entities, 607 

all reasonable costs to the state and substantially affected 608 

local governments and utilities related to the private 609 

Florida Senate - 2019 SB 898 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

36-00542A-19 2019898__ 

 Page 22 of 27  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

transportation facility are borne by the private entity. For 610 

projects on the State Highway System, the department may use 611 

state resources to participate in funding and financing the 612 

project as provided for under the department’s enabling 613 

legislation. 614 

(3) The authority may request proposals for public-private 615 

transportation projects. If the authority receives an 616 

unsolicited proposal, it must publish a notice in the Florida 617 

Administrative Register and a newspaper of general circulation 618 

in the county in which the authority is located at least once a 619 

week for 2 weeks stating that it has received the proposal and 620 

that, for 60 days after the initial date of publication, it will 621 

accept other proposals for the same project purpose. A copy of 622 

the notice must be mailed to each local government in the 623 

affected areas. After the public notification period has 624 

expired, the authority shall rank the proposals in order of 625 

preference. In ranking the proposals, the authority shall 626 

consider professional qualifications, general business terms, 627 

innovative engineering or cost-reduction terms, finance plans, 628 

and the need for state funds to deliver the proposal. If the 629 

authority is not satisfied with the results of the negotiations, 630 

it may, at its sole discretion, terminate negotiations with the 631 

proposer. If these negotiations are unsuccessful, the authority 632 

may go to the second and lower-ranked firms, in order of their 633 

rankings, using the same procedure. If only one proposal is 634 

received, the authority may negotiate in good faith and, if it 635 

is not satisfied with the results, may, at its sole discretion, 636 

terminate negotiations with the proposer. The authority may, at 637 

its discretion, reject all proposals at any point in the process 638 
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up to completion of a contract with the proposer. 639 

(4) Agreements entered into pursuant to this section may 640 

authorize the public-private entity to impose tolls or fares for 641 

the use of the facility. However, the amount and use of toll or 642 

fare revenues must be regulated by the authority to avoid 643 

unreasonable costs to users of the facility. 644 

(5) Each public-private transportation facility constructed 645 

pursuant to this section must comply with all requirements of 646 

federal, state, and local laws; state, regional, and local 647 

comprehensive plans; the authority’s rules, policies, 648 

procedures, and standards for transportation facilities; and any 649 

other conditions that the authority determines to be in the 650 

public’s best interest. 651 

(6) The authority may exercise any power it has, including 652 

eminent domain, to facilitate the development and construction 653 

of transportation projects pursuant to this section. The 654 

authority may pay all or part of the cost of operating and 655 

maintaining the facility or may provide services to the private 656 

entity for which it receives full or partial reimbursement. 657 

(7) Except as herein provided, this section is not intended 658 

to amend existing laws by granting additional powers to or 659 

further restricting the governmental entities from regulating 660 

and entering into cooperative arrangements with the private 661 

sector for the planning, construction, and operation of 662 

transportation facilities. 663 

Section 18. Section 348.7605, Florida Statutes, is created 664 

to read: 665 

348.7605 Public-private partnership.—The Legislature 666 

declares that there is a public need for the rapid construction 667 

Florida Senate - 2019 SB 898 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

36-00542A-19 2019898__ 

 Page 24 of 27  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

of safe and efficient transportation facilities for traveling 668 

within the state and that it is in the public’s interest to 669 

provide for public-private partnership agreements to develop 670 

additional safe, convenient, and economical transportation 671 

facilities. 672 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part, the 673 

authority may receive or solicit proposals and enter into 674 

agreements with private entities, or consortia thereof, for the 675 

building, operation, ownership, or financing of authority 676 

transportation facilities or new transportation facilities 677 

within the jurisdiction of the authority which increase 678 

transportation capacity. The authority may not sell or lease any 679 

transportation facility it owns without providing the analysis 680 

required in s. 334.30(6)(e)2. to the Legislative Budget 681 

Commission created pursuant to s. 11.90 for review and approval. 682 

The authority may adopt rules to implement this section and 683 

shall establish by rule an application fee for the submission of 684 

unsolicited proposals under this section. The fee must be 685 

sufficient to pay the costs of evaluating the proposals. The 686 

authority may engage private consultants to assist in the 687 

evaluation. Before approval, the authority must determine that a 688 

proposed project meets all of the following requirements: 689 

(a) Is in the public’s best interest. 690 

(b) Would not require state funds to be used unless the 691 

project is on or provides increased mobility on the State 692 

Highway System. 693 

(c) Would have adequate safeguards to ensure that no 694 

additional costs or service disruptions would be realized by the 695 

traveling public and residents of the state in the event of 696 
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default or the cancellation of the agreement by the authority. 697 

(d) Would have adequate safeguards in place to ensure that 698 

the department, the authority, or the private entity has the 699 

opportunity to add capacity to the proposed project and other 700 

transportation facilities serving similar origins and 701 

destinations. 702 

(e) Would be owned by the authority upon completion or 703 

termination of the agreement. 704 

(2) The authority shall ensure that all reasonable costs to 705 

the state which are related to transportation facilities that 706 

are not part of the State Highway System are borne by the 707 

private entity. The authority shall also ensure that all 708 

reasonable costs to the state and substantially affected local 709 

governments and utilities related to the private transportation 710 

facility are borne by the private entity for transportation 711 

facilities that are owned by private entities. For projects on 712 

the State Highway System, the department may use state resources 713 

to participate in funding and financing the project as provided 714 

for under the department’s enabling legislation. 715 

(3) The authority may request proposals for public-private 716 

transportation projects or, if it receives an unsolicited 717 

proposal, it must publish a notice in the Florida Administrative 718 

Register and a newspaper of general circulation in the county in 719 

which it is located at least once a week for 2 weeks stating 720 

that it has received the proposal and that, for 60 days after 721 

the initial date of publication, it will accept other proposals 722 

for the same project purpose. A copy of the notice must be 723 

mailed to each local government in the affected areas. After the 724 

public notification period has expired, the authority shall rank 725 
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the proposals in order of preference. In ranking the proposals, 726 

the authority shall consider professional qualifications, 727 

general business terms, innovative engineering or cost-reduction 728 

terms, finance plans, and the need for state funds to deliver 729 

the proposal. If the authority is not satisfied with the results 730 

of the negotiations, it may, at its sole discretion, terminate 731 

negotiations with the proposer. If these negotiations are 732 

unsuccessful, the authority may go to the second and lower-733 

ranked firms, in order of their rankings, using the same 734 

procedure. If only one proposal is received, the authority may 735 

negotiate in good faith, and if it is not satisfied with the 736 

results, it may, at its sole discretion, terminate negotiations 737 

with the proposer. The authority may, at its discretion, reject 738 

all proposals at any point in the process up to completion of a 739 

contract with the proposer. 740 

(4) Agreements entered into pursuant to this section may 741 

authorize the public-private entity to impose tolls or fares for 742 

the use of the facility. However, the amount and use of toll or 743 

fare revenues shall be regulated by the authority to avoid 744 

unreasonable costs to users of the facility. 745 

(5) Each public-private transportation facility constructed 746 

pursuant to this section must comply with all requirements of 747 

federal, state, and local laws; state, regional, and local 748 

comprehensive plans; the authority’s rules, policies, 749 

procedures, and standards for transportation facilities; and any 750 

other conditions that the authority determines to be in the 751 

public’s best interest. 752 

(6) The authority may exercise any power it has, including 753 

eminent domain, to facilitate the development and construction 754 
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of transportation projects pursuant to this section. The 755 

authority may pay all or part of the cost of operating and 756 

maintaining the facility or may provide services to the private 757 

entity for which it receives full or partial reimbursement. 758 

(7) Except as herein provided, this section is not intended 759 

to amend existing laws by granting additional powers to or 760 

further restricting the governmental entities from regulating 761 

and entering into cooperative arrangements with the private 762 

sector for the planning, construction, and operation of 763 

transportation facilities. 764 

Section 19. Pursuant to section 20 of chapter 2014-171, 765 

Laws of Florida, part V of chapter 348, Florida Statutes, 766 

consisting of sections 348.9950, 348.9951, 348.9952, 348.9953, 767 

348.9954, 348.9956, 348.9957, 348.9958, 348.9959, 348.9960, and 768 

348.9961, is repealed. 769 

Section 20. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 770 

act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2019. 771 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

SB 974 makes changes to the business of storing and selling or reselling damaged or dismantled 

vehicles. It allows certain independent entities in that businesses to: 

 Provide notices by certified mail or another commercial delivery service that provides proof 

of delivery; 

 Use a vehicle owner’s address from both the insurance company and the titling jurisdiction 

identified through the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System, or an equivalent 

commercially available system, for sending a notice; 

 Provide proof of all lien satisfactions or proof of a release on all liens on a vehicle when 

applying for a certificate of destruction or salvage certificate of title; 

 Provide an affidavit indicating a notice had been sent to all lien holders, in the event a lien 

satisfaction or a release of all liens on a vehicle cannot be obtained;  

 Requires proof of notice delivery to the lienholder at the address on the certificate of title 

and, if the address is different than the one on file with the Department of State for the 

lienholder’s registered agent, proof of notice delivery to that address; and 

 Process title transactions, derelict motor vehicle certificates, and certificates of destruction 

for derelict and salvaged vehicles if the entity is an electronic filing system agent. 

 

The bill does not appear to have a significant fiscal impact to state and local government. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2019. 

REVISED:         



BILL: SB 974   Page 2 

 

II. Present Situation: 

Notice of Possession 
 

Section 319.30, F.S., provides that an insurance company may notify an independent entity1 that 

obtains possession of a damaged or dismantled motor vehicle (vehicle) to release the vehicle to 

the owner. To do that, they must provide the independent entity with a release statement on a 

form prescribed by the DHSMV authorizing the independent entity to release the vehicle to the 

owner. The form shall, at a minimum, contain the following: 

 The policy and claim number; 

 The name and address of the insured; 

 The vehicle identification number; and 

 The signature of an authorized representative of the insurance company. 

 

The independent entity in possession of the vehicle must send a notice to the owner that the 

vehicle is available for pick up when it receives a release statement from the insurance company, 

and the notice must be sent by certified mail to the owner at the owner’s address reflected in the 

DHSMV’s records. It must inform the owner that they have 30 days after receipt of the notice to 

pick up the vehicle from the independent entity. If the vehicle is not claimed within 30 days after 

the owner receives the notice, the independent entity may apply for a certificate of destruction or 

a certificate of title. 

 

The independent entity must make a notification in the National Motor Vehicle Title Information 

System before releasing any damaged or dismantled motor vehicle to the owner or before 

applying for a certificate of destruction or salvage certificate of title. 

 

Upon applying for a certificate of destruction or salvage certificate of title, the independent entity 

must provide a copy of the release statement from the insurance company to the independent 

entity, proof of providing the 30 day notice to the owner, proof of notification to the National 

Motor Vehicle Title Information System, and payment of any applicable fees. 

 

Electronic Filing System (EFS) 

 

In 2009, legislation was passed which established state jurisdiction over a the EFS program,2 

which is a software application that interacts with the Florida Real-time Vehicle Information 

System (FRVIS) to securely process title and registration transactions, customer inquiries, and 

updates in real-time. Certified Service Providers (CSP) build their own interface systems that 

link up with the EFS to provide transaction services to EFS agents (primarily motor vehicle 

dealers). The EFS agents provide title and registration processing services to customers when 

their products are purchased. The EFS will also generate the appropriate DHSMV documents, 

including the vehicle registration, title application form and in some cases even the title 

                                                 
1 See s. 319.30(1)(g), F.S. (“Independent entity” means a business or entity that may temporarily store damaged or dismantled 

motor vehicles pursuant to an agreement with an insurance company and is engaged in the sale or resale of damaged or 

dismantled motor vehicles. The term does not include a wrecker operator, a towing company, or a repair facility.) 
2 Ch. 2009-206, s. 3, Laws of Fla. 
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certificate (printed from Tallahassee).3 At the end of the EFS transaction, the customer’s vehicle 

is titled and registered without having to visit a Tax Collector or DHSMV office. 

 

The Tax Collector is responsible for reviewing and approving EFS title and registration 

transactions processed by participating EFS agents in their county. Access to the EFS by dealers 

and other organizations is provided through a CSP. There are currently five CSPs participating in 

the EFS: 

 CVR 

 Title Technologies, LLC 

 AutoData Direct, Inc. 

 Decision Dynamics, Inc. 

 DLRdmv4 

 

These CSPs have over 2,400 EFS agents providing title and registration services throughout the 

state.5 However, EFS is an optional service for EFS agents.  All 67 counties have the capability 

to offer EFS connections to agents, however, all agents do not participate. 

 

Electronic Filing System Rule Requirements 

 

Florida Administrative Code Rule 15C-16.007, Electronic Filing Systems, prescribes and defines 

the DHSMV Electronic Filing System and the participation requirements, certification of service 

providers, system requirements and enforcement authority for noncompliance. 

 

Tax Collectors must: 

 Appoint an EFS agent to their county after the DHSMV notifies the Tax Collector that the 

entity is authorized; 

 Review supporting documentation from EFS transactions processed in the county; and 

 Receive funds collected electronically from EFS transactions from the CSP and remit funds 

to the State.  

 

EFS agents must sell products that can be titled and registered, provide title and registration 

services on behalf of customers, enter into a contract with a CSP, apply to the DHSMV to 

become an authorized EFS Agent,6 have a satisfactory background check with no felony 

convictions in the last 7 years, have no state-initiated disciplinary actions within the last 2 years, 

and may only operate in the county for which they are authorized. 

 

The DHSMV has the authority to enforce compliance of the EFS agents and non-compliance can 

result in revocation of an EFS agent’s ability to use the electronic filing system. Non-compliance 

includes, but is not limited to, unauthorized access of data by users, failing to execute electronic 

                                                 
3 The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, Electronic Filing System (EFS), https://www.flhsmv.gov/motor-

vehicles-tags-titles/electronic-lien-titles/electronic-filing-system-efs/ (last visited on Mar. 9, 2019). 
4 Id. 
5 Email from Kevin Jacobs, Deputy Legislative Affairs Director, Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, EFS 

Background - 765, (March 7, 2019). 
6 Form available at https://www.flhsmv.gov/pdf/forms/82083.pdf (last visited Mar. 9, 2019). 
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funds transfer, charging title and registration fees in excess of those allowed by law and failing to 

correct errors or clear pending transactions as required by the DHSMV. 

 

Salvage Dealers and Metal Recyclers 

 

Secondary Metals Recyclers7 (metal recyclers) must be licensed by the Department of Revenue8 

and Salvage Motor Vehicle Dealers9 (salvage dealers) must be licensed by the DHSMV.10 

Currently salvage dealers and metal recyclers initiating a Certificate of Destruction, Salvage 

Title, and Derelict Vehicle Certificate transactions must manually, in person or by mail, process 

the request at the Tax Collector office or License Plate Agency as directed by the DHSMV, and 

pay any applicable fees for the transaction.11 Application documents are reviewed by the Tax 

Collector or License Plate Agency and then processed or rejected. If the documents are 

approved, the Tax Collector or License Plate Agency processes the transaction, uploads the 

documents to FRVIS, and prints the Certificate of Destruction, Salvage Title, or Derelict Vehicle 

Certificate. If the documents are rejected, the salvage dealers and metal recyclers must correct 

any errors in the documentation or application and start the process again. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

SB 974 allows an independent entity in possession of a motor vehicle to provide a notice, by 

certified mail or another commercially available delivery service that provides proof of delivery, 

to the owner and any lien holders, informing them the motor vehicle is available for pickup. The 

notice must be sent after receipt of a release statement from the insurance company. The notice 

must inform the owner and any lien holders they have 30 days after delivery or attempted 

delivery of the notice to claim the motor vehicle. After the 30 day period has elapsed the 

independent entity may apply for a certificate of destruction or a certificate of title. 

 

In addition, the independent entity is directed to deliver the notice to the owner’s address 

provided by the DHSMV. If the DHSMV records do not contain the owner’s address, then the 

independent entity must deliver the notice to the address in the release statement from the 

insurance company, as well as any address provided by the latest titling jurisdiction identified 

through the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System or an equivalent commercially 

available system. All records related to the 30 day notice sent to the owner, the results of any 

                                                 
7 See s. 538.18, F.S. (“Secondary metals recycler” means any person who: is engaged, from a fixed location, in the business 

of purchase transactions or gathering or obtaining ferrous or nonferrous metals that have served their original economic 

purpose or is in the business of performing the manufacturing process by which ferrous metals or nonferrous metals are 

converted into raw material products consisting of prepared grades and having an existing or potential economic value; or has 

facilities for performing the manufacturing process by which ferrous metals or nonferrous metals are converted into raw 

material products consisting of prepared grades and having an existing or potential economic value, other than by the 

exclusive use of hand tools, by methods including, without limitation, processing, sorting, cutting, classifying, cleaning, 

baling, wrapping, shredding, shearing, or changing the physical form or chemical content thereof. 
8 Section 538.25, F.S. 
9 See s. 320.27, F.S. (“Salvage motor vehicle dealer” means any person who engages in the business of acquiring salvaged or 

wrecked motor vehicles for the purpose of reselling them and their parts.) 
10 Id. 
11 The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, Division of Motorist Services, Motor Vehicle Procedures 

Manual, Uninsured Motor Vehicles or Mobile Homes Declared Total Loss, Motor Vehicles Junked by Owners and Derelict 

Motor Vehicles (December 18, 2014), available at https://www3.flhsmv.gov/dmv/Proc/tl/tl-35.pdf (last visited on Mar. 9, 

2019). 
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searches of the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System or an equivalent commercially 

available system, and any notifications to the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System 

must be maintained for a minimum of 3 years by the independent entity. 

 

The bill also adds a requirement that independent entities must provide proof of all lien 

satisfactions or proof of a release on all liens on a vehicle when applying for a certificate of 

destruction or salvage certificate of title. It also provides that if the independent entity is unable 

to obtain a lien satisfaction or a release of all liens on the motor vehicle, the independent entity 

may provide an affidavit stating that notice was sent to all lienholders that the motor vehicle was 

available for pickup, 30 days have passed since the notice was delivered or attempted to be 

delivered, attempts have been made to obtain a release from all lienholders, and all such attempts 

have been to no avail. The notice to lienholders and attempts to obtain a release from lienholders 

may be by written request delivered in person or by certified mail or another commercially 

available delivery service that provides proof of delivery to the lienholder at the lienholder’s 

address as provided on the certificate of title. If the lienholder's address on the certificate of title 

is different than the one on file with the Department of State (DOS) for a financial institution’s 

registered agent for service of process, notice, levy, or demand12, then the independent entity 

must also send the notice by certified mail or a service that provides proof of delivery to the 

address on file with the DOS. 

 

The bill provides that an authorized electronic filing system agent may also electronically 

process title transactions, derelict motor vehicle certificates, and certificates of destruction for 

derelict and salvaged motor vehicles. It also provides the DHSMV with rule making authority to 

administer these activities, including, but not limited to, rules establishing participation 

requirements, certification of service providers, electronic filing system requirements, 

disclosures, and enforcement authority for noncompliance. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2019. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

                                                 
12 See s. 655.0201(2), F.S., which provide requirements for service of process, notice, levy, or demand on financial 

institutions. 
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D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

Salvage dealers and metal recyclers may see a decrease in both processing time and cost 

for a Certificate of Destruction, Salvage Title, and Derelict Vehicle Certificate 

transactions. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

Tax Collectors and License Plate Agency offices may see an indeterminate decrease in 

fees collected for processing a Certificate of Destruction, Salvage Title, and Derelict 

Vehicle Certificate transaction, and both may also see an indeterminate decrease in 

workload. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends sections 319.30 and 320.03 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Infrastructure and Security on March 12, 2019: 

 The CS allows for the use of a commercially available system, in addition to the 

National Motor Vehicle Title Information System, by an independent entity to obtain 

a vehicle owner’s address. 
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 The CS adds a requirement that independent entities must provide proof of all lien 

satisfactions or proof of a release on all liens on a vehicle when applying for a 

certificate of destruction or salvage certificate of title. 

 The CS also requires that if the lienholder’s address is different than the one on file 

with the DOS for a financial institution’s registered agent or service, then the notice 

must also be provided to the address on file with the DOS. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Infrastructure and Security (Perry) recommended 

the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 71 - 104 3 

and insert: 4 

System or an equivalent commercially available system and 5 

attempt to obtain the owner’s address from that jurisdiction. If 6 

the jurisdiction returns an address that is different from the 7 

owner’s address provided by the insurance company, the 8 

independent entity must send a notice that meets the 9 

requirements of paragraph (b) to both addresses. 10 
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(d) The independent entity shall maintain for a minimum of 11 

3 years the records related to the 30-day notice sent to the 12 

owner, the results of searches of the National Motor Vehicle 13 

Title Information System or an equivalent commercially available 14 

system, and the notification to the National Motor Vehicle Title 15 

Information System made pursuant to paragraph (e). 16 

(e)(c) The independent entity shall make the required 17 

notification to the National Motor Vehicle Title Information 18 

System before releasing any damaged or dismantled motor vehicle 19 

to the owner or before applying for a certificate of destruction 20 

or salvage certificate of title. 21 

(f)(d) Upon applying for a certificate of destruction or 22 

salvage certificate of title, the independent entity shall 23 

provide a copy of the release statement from the insurance 24 

company to the independent entity, proof of providing the 30-day 25 

notice to the owner, proof of notification to the National Motor 26 

Vehicle Title Information System, proof of all lien 27 

satisfactions or proof of a release of all liens on the motor 28 

vehicle, and applicable fees. If the independent entity is 29 

unable to obtain a lien satisfaction or a release of all liens 30 

on the motor vehicle, the independent entity must provide an 31 

affidavit stating that notice was sent to all lienholders that 32 

the motor vehicle is available for pickup, 30 days have passed 33 

since the notice was delivered or attempted to be delivered 34 

pursuant to this section, attempts have been made to obtain a 35 

release from all lienholders, and all such attempts have been to 36 

no avail. The notice to lienholders and attempts to obtain a 37 

release from lienholders may be by written request delivered in 38 

person or by certified mail or another commercially available 39 
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delivery service that provides proof of delivery to the 40 

lienholder at the lienholder’s address as provided on the 41 

certificate of title and, if the address is different, as 42 

designated with the Department of State pursuant to s. 43 

655.0201(2). 44 

 45 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 46 

And the title is amended as follows: 47 

Delete line 18 48 

and insert: 49 

for a minimum period; requiring an independent entity 50 

to provide proof of all lien satisfactions or proof of 51 

a release of all liens on a motor vehicle upon 52 

applying for a certificate of destruction or salvage 53 

certificate of title; requiring an independent 54 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to damaged, dismantled, derelict, or 2 

salvage motor vehicles; amending s. 319.30, F.S.; 3 

authorizing a certain notice sent by certified mail 4 

that a motor vehicle is available for pickup to be 5 

sent by another commercially available delivery 6 

service that provides proof of delivery; requiring the 7 

notice to state that the owner has a specified period 8 

during which to pick up the vehicle; authorizing an 9 

independent entity to apply for a certificate of 10 

destruction or a certificate of title if the vehicle 11 

is not claimed within a specified time after the 12 

delivery or attempted delivery of the notice; 13 

specifying requirements for an independent entity if 14 

the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles’ 15 

records do not contain the owner’s address; requiring 16 

an independent entity to maintain specified records 17 

for a minimum period; authorizing an independent 18 

entity to provide an affidavit with specified 19 

statements if such entity is unable to obtain a lien 20 

satisfaction or a release of all liens on the motor 21 

vehicle; providing that notice to lienholders and 22 

attempts to obtain a release from lienholders may be 23 

by certain written request; amending s. 320.03, F.S.; 24 

authorizing an entity that processes certain 25 

transactions or certificates for derelict or salvage 26 

motor vehicles to be an authorized electronic filing 27 

system agent; deleting obsolete provisions; 28 

authorizing the department to adopt rules; providing 29 
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effective dates. 30 

  31 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 32 

 33 

Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 319.30, Florida 34 

Statutes, is amended to read: 35 

319.30 Definitions; dismantling, destruction, change of 36 

identity of motor vehicle or mobile home; salvage.— 37 

(9)(a) An insurance company may notify an independent 38 

entity that obtains possession of a damaged or dismantled motor 39 

vehicle to release the vehicle to the owner. The insurance 40 

company shall provide the independent entity a release statement 41 

on a form prescribed by the department authorizing the 42 

independent entity to release the vehicle to the owner. The form 43 

must shall, at a minimum, contain the following: 44 

1. The policy and claim number. 45 

2. The name and address of the insured. 46 

3. The vehicle identification number. 47 

4. The signature of an authorized representative of the 48 

insurance company. 49 

(b) The independent entity in possession of a motor vehicle 50 

must send a notice to the owner that the vehicle is available 51 

for pickup pick up when it receives a release statement from the 52 

insurance company. The notice shall be sent by certified mail or 53 

by another commercially available delivery service that provides 54 

proof of delivery to the owner at the owner’s address contained 55 

reflected in the department’s records. The notice must state 56 

inform the owner that the owner has 30 days after delivery 57 

receipt of the notice to the owner at the owner’s address to 58 
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pick up the vehicle from the independent entity. If the motor 59 

vehicle is not claimed within 30 days after the delivery or 60 

attempted delivery of the owner receives the notice, the 61 

independent entity may apply for a certificate of destruction or 62 

a certificate of title. 63 

(c) If the department’s records do not contain the owner’s 64 

address, the independent entity must do all of the following: 65 

1. Send a notice that meets the requirements of paragraph 66 

(b) to the owner’s address that is provided by the insurance 67 

company in the release statement. 68 

2. Identify the latest titling jurisdiction of the vehicle 69 

through use of the National Motor Vehicle Title Information 70 

System and attempt to obtain the owner’s address from that 71 

jurisdiction. If the jurisdiction returns an address that is 72 

different from the owner’s address provided by the insurance 73 

company, the independent entity must send a notice that meets 74 

the requirements of paragraph (b) to both addresses. 75 

(d) The independent entity shall maintain for a minimum of 76 

3 years the records related to the 30-day notice sent to the 77 

owner, the results of any National Motor Vehicle Title 78 

Information System searches, and the notification to the 79 

National Motor Vehicle Title Information System pursuant to 80 

paragraph (e). 81 

(e)(c) The independent entity shall make the required 82 

notification to the National Motor Vehicle Title Information 83 

System before releasing any damaged or dismantled motor vehicle 84 

to the owner or before applying for a certificate of destruction 85 

or salvage certificate of title. 86 

(f)(d) Upon applying for a certificate of destruction or 87 
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salvage certificate of title, the independent entity shall 88 

provide a copy of the release statement from the insurance 89 

company to the independent entity, proof of providing the 30-day 90 

notice to the owner, proof of notification to the National Motor 91 

Vehicle Title Information System, and applicable fees. If the 92 

independent entity is unable to obtain a lien satisfaction or a 93 

release of all liens on the motor vehicle, the independent 94 

entity may provide an affidavit stating that notice was sent to 95 

all lienholders that the motor vehicle is available for pickup, 96 

30 days have passed since the notice was delivered or attempted 97 

to be delivered, attempts have been made to obtain a release 98 

from all lienholders, and all such attempts have been to no 99 

avail. The notice to lienholders and attempts to obtain a 100 

release from lienholders may be by written request delivered in 101 

person or by certified mail or another commercially available 102 

delivery service that provides proof of delivery to the 103 

lienholder at the lienholder’s address. 104 

(g)(e) The independent entity may not charge an owner of 105 

the vehicle storage fees or apply for a title under s. 713.585 106 

or s. 713.78. 107 

Section 2. Effective October 1, 2019, subsection (10) of 108 

section 320.03, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 109 

320.03 Registration; duties of tax collectors; 110 

International Registration Plan.— 111 

(10) Jurisdiction over the electronic filing system for use 112 

by authorized electronic filing system agents to electronically 113 

title or register motor vehicles, vessels, mobile homes, or off-114 

highway vehicles; process title transactions, derelict motor 115 

vehicle certificates, and certificates of destruction for 116 
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derelict and salvage motor vehicles pursuant to s. 319.30(2), 117 

(3), (7), and (8); issue or transfer registration license plates 118 

or decals; electronically transfer fees due for the title and 119 

registration process; and perform inquiries for title, 120 

registration, and lienholder verification and certification of 121 

service providers is expressly preempted to the state, and the 122 

department shall have regulatory authority over the system. The 123 

electronic filing system shall be available for use statewide 124 

and applied uniformly throughout the state. An entity that, in 125 

the normal course of its business, sells products that must be 126 

titled or registered;, provides title and registration services 127 

on behalf of its consumers; or processes title transactions, 128 

derelict motor vehicle certificates, or certificates of 129 

destruction for derelict or salvage motor vehicles pursuant to 130 

s. 319.30(2), (3), (7), or (8) and that meets all established 131 

requirements may be an authorized electronic filing system agent 132 

and is shall not be precluded from participating in the 133 

electronic filing system in any county. Upon request from a 134 

qualified entity, the tax collector shall appoint the entity as 135 

an authorized electronic filing system agent for that county. 136 

The department shall adopt rules in accordance with chapter 120 137 

to replace the December 10, 2009, program standards and to 138 

administer the provisions of this section, including, but not 139 

limited to, establishing participation requirements, 140 

certification of service providers, electronic filing system 141 

requirements, and enforcement authority for noncompliance. The 142 

December 10, 2009, program standards, excluding any standards 143 

which conflict with this subsection, shall remain in effect 144 

until the rules are adopted. An authorized electronic filing 145 
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system agent may charge a fee to the customer for use of the 146 

electronic filing system. The department may adopt rules to 147 

administer this subsection, including, but not limited to, rules 148 

establishing participation requirements, certification of 149 

service providers, electronic filing system requirements, 150 

disclosures, and enforcement authority for noncompliance. 151 

Section 3. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 152 

act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2019. 153 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 1002 clarifies the duties of law enforcement with respect to the collection of information 

required for crash reports in the event of a motor vehicle crash involving a railroad train. The bill 

specifies that in the event of specified motor vehicle crashes involving a railroad train, the 

collection of required crash report information is at the discretion of the law enforcement officer 

having jurisdiction to investigate. 

 

The bill revises the definition of “railroad train” to provide that a railroad train is not a motor 

vehicle for purposes of the Florida Uniform Traffic Control Law, and provides that a member of 

a railroad train crew or a passenger on a railroad train is not a passenger for purposes of certain 

crash reports. 

 

Additionally, in the event of a motor vehicle crash involving a train, the bill requires a train crew 

member to furnish the date, time, and location of the crash; a description of the vehicles 

involved; ; and the names and addresses of witnesses and parties involved. The bill requires the 

train crew to also furnish the train engineer’s and the conductor’s federally-required, railroad-

issued certificates, upon the request of the law enforcement officer investigating the crash. 

 

The fiscal impact is indeterminate but expected to be positive. See the “Fiscal Impact” heading. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2019. 

REVISED:         
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II. Present Situation: 

Florida Uniform Traffic Control Law 

The Florida Uniform Traffic Control Law, ch. 316, F.S., is intended “to make uniform traffic 

laws to apply throughout the state.”1 Section 316.003, F.S., defines terms used throughout the 

chapter. 

 

Section 316.003(63), F.S., defines “railroad train” as “a steam engine, electric or other motor, 

with or without cars coupled thereto, operated upon rails, except a street.” For purposes of this 

chapter, the term “motor vehicle”2 excludes a vehicle that is “operated upon rails or guideway.” 

Similarly, the term “vehicle”3 excludes a device “used exclusively upon stationary rails or 

tracks.” Additionally, the terms “driver”4 and “operator”5 are defined as any person in actual 

physical control of a vehicle or motor vehicle on the highway or who is exercising control over 

or steering a vehicle being towed by a motor vehicle. 

 

Duties Related to Motor Vehicle Crashes 

Among other requirements, s. 316.027, F.S., requires the driver of a vehicle involved in a crash 

resulting in injury to a person other than serious bodily injury,6 serious bodily injury to a person, 

or death of a person, to immediately stop the vehicle at the crash scene and remain until the 

driver has provided personal and vehicle identification information or contacted law enforcement 

to report the crash, and rendered aid to any injured person, including transportation to medical 

care, if necessary.7 

 

Section 316.061, F.S., requires the driver of a vehicle involved in a crash resulting only in 

damage to a vehicle or other property which is driven or attended by any person to comply with 

the same duties described above.8 

 

Section 316.065, F.S., requires the driver of a vehicle involved in a crash resulting in injury to or 

death of any person or damage to any vehicle or other property in an apparent amount of at least 

$500 to immediately give notice of the crash to local law enforcement. 

 

                                                 
1 Section 316.002, F.S. 
2 Section 316.003(42), F.S. 
3 Section 316.003(99), F.S. 
4 Section 316.003(20), F.S. 
5 Section 316.003(48), F.S. 
6 Defined in s. 316.027(1)(a), F.S., as “an injury to a person, including the driver, which consists of a physical condition that 

creates a substantial risk of death, serious personal disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily 

member or organ.” 
7 Section 316.062, F.S. 
8 Id. 
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Section 316.066, F.S., requires a report to be filed with the Department of Highway Safety and 

Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) within 10 days after an investigation is completed by the law 

enforcement officer investigating a motor vehicle crash if such crash: 

 Resulted in the death of, personal injury to, or any indication of complaints of pain or 

discomfort by any of the parties or passengers involved in the crash; 

 Involved a violation of s. 316.061, F.S., for failure to immediately stop a vehicle involved in 

a crash resulting only in damage to a vehicle or other property; or a violation of s. 316.193, 

F.S., for driving under the influence; 

 Rendered a vehicle inoperable to a degree that required a wrecker to remove it from the scene 

of the crash; or 

 Involved a commercial motor vehicle. 

 

Crash Report Forms 

Law enforcement personnel must complete a report of each motor vehicle crash and provide it to 

the DHSMV. This report must include the following information: 

 The date, time, and location of the crash; 

 A description of the vehicles involved; 

 The names and addresses of the parties involved, including all drivers and passengers in the 

vehicles involved; 

 The names and addresses of any witnesses; 

 The name, badge number, and law enforcement agency of the officer investigating the crash; 

and 

 The names of the insurance companies for the respective parties involved in the crash.9 

 

However, current law is unclear as to how to treat the passengers and crew of a railroad train 

when a motor vehicle crash involves a train. Because the current statute can be read to include 

every person on the railroad train as a “passenger” or “witness” for purposes of the crash report, 

law enforcement may feel compelled to interview every passenger and crew member on a 

railroad train as a potential witness, even though in many instances, depending on a person’s 

location on the train, nothing relevant was actually witnessed. 

 

The process of interviewing every passenger and crew member on a railroad train may keep the 

train at the crash scene for hours, resulting in a number of potential issues, such as deteriorating 

passenger safety and comfort, blocked railroad crossings, and economic loss. 

 

Railroad Train Accident Reports 

Florida law does not address railroad company reporting requirements related to accident reports. 

However, federal regulations generally require railroad companies to submit a monthly report to 

the Federal Railroad Authority (FRA) of all railroad accidents or incidents that are: 

 Highway-rail grade crossing accidents; 

 Rail equipment accidents; and 

 Death, injury, or occupational illness.10 

                                                 
9 See ss. 316.066(1) and 316.068, F.S. 
10 49 C.F.R. §§ 225.11 and 225.19. 
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In addition, each railroad must immediately report certain types of accidents or incidents by 

calling the National Response Center.11 The FRA or the National Transportation Safety Board 

may choose to investigate such train accidents or incidents.12 

 

Certification of Locomotive Engineers and Conductors 

Present Situation 

Federal regulations prescribe minimum federal safety standards for the eligibility, training, 

testing, certification, and monitoring of all locomotive engineers13 and conductors.14 The Federal 

Railroad Administration (FRA) does not test or certify engineers or conductors itself. Instead, the 

regulations require each railroad to adopt training and certification programs that meet the 

minimum requirements in the regulations,15 and the FRA must approve the design of individual 

railroad programs.16 

 

Ultimately, an individual who successfully completes a railroad’s FRA-approved engineer or 

conductor certification program receives a certificate that identifies the railroad company and 

person certified, and that shows the qualifications, conditions and limitations of the certification.  

The certificate must be signed and wallet-sized for ease of carry.17 Each locomotive engineer and 

conductor who receives a certificate is required to have the certificate in his or her possession 

while on duty. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill seeks to clarify the duties of law enforcement with regard to collecting required 

information for certain crash reports. 

 

Section 1 of the bill amends s. 316.003(63), F.S., the definition of “railroad train,” to provide 

that a railroad train is not a motor vehicle for purposes of the Florida Uniform Traffic Control 

Law. 

 

Section 2 amends s. 316.068(2)(c) and (d), F.S. These paragraphs, respectively, currently require 

a crash report to include the names and addresses of the parties involved in a crash and the names 

and addresses of all drivers and passengers in the motor vehicles involved. The bill provides that 

in the event of a crash covered by s. 316.027, F.S.; s. 316.061, F.S., s. 316.065, F.S., or s. 

316.066, F.S., involving a railroad train, collection of names and addresses is at the discretion of 

the investigating law enforcement officer. 

 

                                                 
11 49 C.F.R. § 225.9. 
12 See FRA, FRA Investigations of Railroad Accidents, https://www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0474 and NTSB, The Investigative 

Process, https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/process/Pages/default.aspx (last visited Feb. 6, 2018). 
13 49 C.F.R. s. 240. 
14 49 C.F.R. s. 242. 
15 See, e.g., 49 C.F.R. s. 240.101 and 49 C.F.R. s. 242.101. 
16 49 C.F.R. s. 240.103 and 49 C.F.R. s. 242.103. 
17 49 C.F.R. s. 240.223 and 49 C.F.R. s. 242.207. 
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This section of the bill also amends s. 316.068(2)(g), F.S., to provide that a member of a railroad 

train crew or a passenger on a railroad train is not a passenger for purposes of completing crash 

reports.  This section is also amended to require a train crew member to furnish:  

 The date, time, and location of the crash; 

 A description of the vehicles involved; 

 The names and addresses of the parties involved; and 

 The names and addresses of witnesses. 

 

Lastly, the bill requires the train crew to furnish the train engineer’s and conductor’s federal 

certificates under 49 C.F.R. parts 240 and 242, respectively, upon the request of the law 

enforcement officer with jurisdiction to investigate the crash. 

 

Law enforcement officers may exercise discretion in their investigations of motor vehicle crashes 

involving a railroad train and collection of information relevant to such crashes. Delays 

associated with collecting necessary information for crash reports may be reduced. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

The fiscal impact is indeterminate, but the bill may positively impact railroad train 

companies and their operations if all crew members and passengers of the train are not 

required to be interviewed in the event of a motor vehicle crash involving a train. 
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Railroads may incur indeterminate expenses associated with the requirement that a train 

crew member collect and furnish the specified information. To the extent that this 

requirement results in delay for the train crew, the expected positive fiscal impact may be 

offset. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

Indeterminate, but the bill may have a positive fiscal impact on government personnel 

involved in the investigation of train accidents. These persons will no longer need to get 

the name and address of each person on the train, unless these persons are still considered 

witnesses. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes:  316.003 and 316.068. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Infrastructure and Security on March 11, 2019: 

The committee substitute requires a member of the railroad train crew to furnish specified 

information relating to a crash, as well as the train engineer’s and conductor’s certificates 

issued by the railroad in accordance with federal regulations.  

 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Infrastructure and Security (Hutson) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 40 - 52 3 

and insert: 4 

in the motor vehicles involved; however, in the event of a crash 5 

involving a railroad train, including crashes covered by s. 6 

316.027, s. 316.061, s. 316.065, or s. 316.066, the collection 7 

of the information specified in this paragraph shall be at the 8 

discretion of the law enforcement officer having jurisdiction to 9 

investigate the crash; 10 
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(e) The names and addresses of witnesses; 11 

(f) The name, badge number, and law enforcement agency of 12 

the officer investigating the crash; and 13 

(g) The names of the insurance companies of the motor 14 

vehicles for the respective parties involved in the crash, 15 

unless not available. A member of a railroad train crew or a 16 

passenger on a railroad train is not a passenger for purposes of 17 

this section. A member of the railroad train crew shall furnish 18 

the information required under paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (e) 19 

and, upon the request of the law enforcement officer with 20 

jurisdiction to investigate the crash, the train engineer’s and 21 

conductor’s federal certification pursuant to 49 C.F.R., parts 22 

240 and 242. The absence of 23 

 24 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 25 

And the title is amended as follows: 26 

Delete lines 9 - 10 27 

and insert: 28 

revising the collection of information to include the 29 

names of insurance companies of the motor vehicles 30 

involved in the crash, rather than the names of 31 

insurance companies for all respective parties; 32 

specifying that certain persons are not considered 33 

passengers for the purpose of making crash reports; 34 

requiring a member of the railroad train crew to 35 

furnish specified information; 36 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to motor vehicles and railroad trains; 2 

amending s. 316.003, F.S.; revising the definition of 3 

the term “railroad train”; amending s. 316.068, F.S.; 4 

requiring that, in the event of a crash involving a 5 

railroad train, the collection of certain information 6 

be at the discretion of the law enforcement officer 7 

having jurisdiction to investigate the crash; 8 

specifying that certain persons are not considered 9 

passengers for the purpose of making crash reports; 10 

providing an effective date. 11 

  12 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 13 

 14 

Section 1. Subsection (63) of section 316.003, Florida 15 

Statutes, is amended to read: 16 

316.003 Definitions.—The following words and phrases, when 17 

used in this chapter, shall have the meanings respectively 18 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context 19 

otherwise requires: 20 

(63) RAILROAD TRAIN.—A steam engine, electric or other 21 

motor, with or without cars coupled thereto, operated upon 22 

rails, except a streetcar. A railroad train is not a motor 23 

vehicle for purposes of this chapter. 24 

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 316.068, Florida 25 

Statutes, is amended to read: 26 

316.068 Crash report forms.— 27 

(2) Every crash report required to be made in writing must 28 

be made on the appropriate form approved by the department and 29 
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must contain all the information required therein, including: 30 

(a) The date, time, and location of the crash; 31 

(b) A description of the vehicles involved; 32 

(c) The names and addresses of the parties involved; 33 

however, in the event of a crash involving a railroad train, 34 

including crashes covered by s. 316.027, s. 316.061, s. 316.065, 35 

or s. 316.066, the collection of the information specified in 36 

this paragraph shall be at the discretion of the law enforcement 37 

officer having jurisdiction to investigate the crash; 38 

(d) The names and addresses of all drivers and passengers 39 

in the vehicles involved; however, in the event of a crash 40 

involving a railroad train, including crashes covered by s. 41 

316.027, s. 316.061, s. 316.065, or s. 316.066, the collection 42 

of the information specified in this paragraph shall be at the 43 

discretion of the law enforcement officer having jurisdiction to 44 

investigate the crash; 45 

(e) The names and addresses of witnesses; 46 

(f) The name, badge number, and law enforcement agency of 47 

the officer investigating the crash; and 48 

(g) The names of the insurance companies for the respective 49 

parties involved in the crash, unless not available. A member of 50 

a railroad train crew or a passenger on a railroad train is not 51 

a passenger for purposes of this section. The absence of 52 

information in such written crash reports regarding the 53 

existence of passengers in the vehicles involved in the crash 54 

constitutes a rebuttable presumption that no such passengers 55 

were involved in the reported crash. Notwithstanding any other 56 

provisions of this section, a crash report produced 57 

electronically by a law enforcement officer must, at a minimum, 58 



Florida Senate - 2019 SB 1002 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7-01480-19 20191002__ 

 Page 3 of 3  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

contain the same information as is called for on those forms 59 

approved by the department. 60 

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2019. 61 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 1052 repeals the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law (No-Fault Law), which requires 

every owner and registrant of a motor vehicle in this state to maintain $10,000 Personal Injury 

Protection (PIP) coverage. Beginning January 1, 2020, the bill enacts financial responsibility 

requirements for liability for damages that result from accidents arising out of the ownership, 

maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle that is not a commercial motor vehicle, nonpublic sector 

bus, or for-hire passenger transportation vehicle as follows:  

 For bodily injury (BI) or death of one person in any one crash, $25,000, and 

 Subject to that limit for one person, $50,000 for BI or death of two or more people in any one 

crash. 

 

The bill retains the existing $10,000 financial responsibility requirement for property damage 

(PD). 

 

The bill also revises required coverage amounts for garage liability and commercial motor 

vehicle insurance, and increases the cash deposit amount required for a certificate of self-

insurance establishing financial responsibility for owners and operators of motor vehicles that are 

not for-hire vehicles. 

 

REVISED:         
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The bill replaces the PIP coverage mandate with optional  medical payments coverage protecting 

the named insured, resident relatives, persons operating and passengers in the insured motor 

vehicle, and persons struck by the insured motor vehicle who suffer bodily injury while not an 

occupant of a self-propelled motor vehicle at a limit of at least $5,000. The coverage must 

provide an additional death benefit of at least $5,000. Each policy furnished as proof of financial 

responsibility is deemed to have: 

 Medical payments coverage to a limit of $10,000, unless the insurer obtains the 

policyholder’s written refusal of such coverage or written selection of such coverage at a 

limit other than $10,000. 

 No medical payments coverage deductible, unless the insurer obtains the policyholder’s 

written selection of a deductible of up to $500. 

 

Upon notice to an insurer of an accident that may be covered by medical payments coverage 

benefits, the bill requires the insurer to reserve $5,000 of benefits for payment to specified 

physicians or dentists who provide emergency services and care or who provide hospital 

inpatient care for 30 days after the date the insurer receives notice of the accident. 

 

Additionally, the bill authorizes the exclusion of a specifically named individual from specified 

insurance coverages under a private passenger motor vehicle policy, with the written consent of 

the policyholder. 

 

The repeal of the No-Fault Law eliminates the limitations on recovering pain and suffering 

damages from PIP insureds, which currently require bodily injury that causes death or significant 

and permanent injury. 

 

The repeal of the No-Fault Law, the financial responsibility requirements for bodily injury, and 

the optional medical payments coverage take effect January 1, 2020. 

 

The bill appropriates $83,651 in nonrecurring funds from the Insurance Regulatory Trust Fund to 

the Office of Insurance Regulation to implement the act. .   

 

The bill takes effect January 1, 2020, except as otherwise provided and except that provisions 

relating to application of the laws during the transition from PIP coverage to the new financial 

responsibility requirements and the effective date section, take effect upon becoming a law. 

II. Present Situation: 

Under the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law (No-Fault Law),1 owners or registrants of motor 

vehicles are required to purchase personal injury protection (PIP) insurance which compensates 

persons injured in accidents regardless of fault.2 Policyholders are indemnified by their own 

insurer. The intent of no-fault insurance is to provide prompt medical treatment without regard to 

fault.3 This coverage also provides policyholders with immunity from liability for economic 

damages up to the policy limits and limits tort suits for non-economic damages (pain and 

                                                 
1 Sections 627.730-627.7405, F.S. 
2 Section 627.733, F.S. 
3 See s. 627.731, F.S. 
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suffering) below a specified injury threshold.4 In contrast, under a tort liability system, the 

negligent party is responsible for damages caused and an accident victim can sue the at-fault 

driver to recover economic and non-economic damages. 

 

Florida drivers are required to purchase both PIP and property damage liability (PD) insurance.5 

The personal injury protection must provide a minimum benefit of $10,000 for bodily injury to 

any one person who sustains an emergency medical condition, which is reduced to a $2,500 limit 

for medical benefits if a treating medical provider determines an emergency medical condition 

did not exist.6 PIP coverage provides reimbursement for 80 percent of reasonable medical 

expenses,7 60 percent of loss of income,8 and 100 percent of replacement services,9 for bodily 

injury sustained in a motor vehicle accident, without regard to fault. The property damage 

liability coverage must provide a $10,000 minimum benefit. A $5,000 death benefit is also 

provided.10 

 

PIP Medical Benefits 

The 2012 Legislature revised the provision of PIP medical benefits under the No-Fault Law, 

effective January 1, 2013.11 To receive PIP medical benefits, insureds must receive initial 

services and care within 14 days after the motor vehicle accident.12 Initial services and care are 

only reimbursable if lawfully provided, supervised, ordered or prescribed by a licensed 

physician, licensed osteopathic physician, licensed chiropractic physician, licensed dentist, or 

must be rendered in a hospital, a facility that owns or is owned by a hospital, or a licensed 

emergency transportation and treatment provider.13 Follow-up services and care require a referral 

from such providers and must be consistent with the underlying medical diagnosis rendered 

when the individual received initial services and care.14 

 

PIP medical benefits have two different coverage limits, based upon the severity of the medical 

condition of the individual. An insured may receive up to $10,000 in medical benefits for 

services and care if a physician, osteopathic physician, dentist, physician’s assistant or advanced 

registered nurse practitioner has determined that the injured person had an emergency medical 

condition.15 An emergency medical condition is defined as a medical condition manifesting itself 

by acute symptoms of sufficient severity that the absence of immediate medical attention could 

reasonably be expected to result in serious jeopardy to patient health, serious impairment to 

bodily functions, or serious dysfunction of a body organ or part.16 If a provider who rendered 

treatment or services determines that the insured did not have an emergency medical condition, 

                                                 
4 Section 627.737, F.S. 
5 See ss. 324.022, F.S. and 627.733, F.S. 
6 Section 627.736(1), F.S. 
7 Section 627.736(1)(a), F.S. 
8 Section 627.736(1)(b), F.S. 
9 Id. 
10 Section 627.736(1)(c), F.S. 
11 Chapter 2012-197, L.O.F. (CS/CS/HB 119) 
12 Section 627.736(1)(a), F.S. 
13 Section 627.736(1)(a)1., F.S. 
14 Section 627.736(1)(a)2., F.S. 
15 Section 627.736(1)(a)3., F.S. 
16 Section 627.732(16), F.S. 
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the PIP medical benefit limit is $2,500.17 Massage and acupuncture are not reimbursable, 

regardless of the type of provider rendering such services.18 

 

The $5,000 PIP death benefit is provided in addition to medical and disability benefits, effective 

January 1, 2013. Previously, the death benefit was the lesser of the unused PIP benefits, up to a 

limit of $5,000.  

 

Medical Fee Limits for PIP Reimbursement 

Section 627.736(5), F.S., authorizes insurers to limit reimbursement for benefits payable from 

PIP coverage to 80 percent of the following schedule of maximum charges: 

 For emergency transport and treatment (ambulance and emergency medical technicians), 

200 percent of Medicare; 

 For emergency services and care provided by a hospital, 75 percent of the hospital’s usual 

and customary charges; 

 For emergency services and care and related hospital inpatient services rendered by a 

physician or dentist, the usual and customary charges in the community; 

 For hospital inpatient services, 200 percent of Medicare Part A; 

 For hospital outpatient services, 200 percent of Medicare Part A; 

 For services supplies and care provided by ambulatory surgical centers and clinical 

laboratories, 200 percent of Medicare Part B; 

 For durable medical equipment, 200 percent of the Durable Medical Equipment 

Prosthetics/Orthotics and Supplies fee schedule of Medicare Part B; 

 For all other medical services, supplies, and care, 200 percent of the participating physicians 

fee schedule of Medicare Part B; and 

 For medical care not reimbursable under Medicare, 80 percent of the workers’ compensation 

fee schedule. If the medical care is not reimbursable under either Medicare or workers’ 

compensation then the insurer is not required to provide reimbursement. 

 

The insurer may not apply any utilization limits that apply under Medicare or workers’ 

compensation.19 In addition, the insurer must reimburse a health care provider rendering services 

under the scope of his or her license, regardless of any restriction under Medicare that restricts 

payments to certain types of health care providers for specified procedures. Medical providers 

are not allowed to bill the insured for any excess amount when an insurer limits payment as 

authorized in the fee schedule, except for amounts that are not covered due to the PIP 

coinsurance amount (the 20 percent copayment) or for amounts that exceed maximum policy 

limits.20 

 

In 2012, the Legislature enacted chapter 2012-197, Laws of Florida, to revise the PIP medical fee 

schedule in an effort to resolve alleged ambiguities that led to conflicts and litigation between 

claimants and insurers. The law clarified the reimbursement levels for care provided by 

ambulatory surgical centers and clinical laboratories and for durable medical equipment. The law 

                                                 
17 Section 627.736(1)(a)4., F.S. 
18 Section 627.736(1)(a)5., F.S. 
19 Section 627.736(5)(a)3., F.S. 
20 Section 627.736(5)(a)4., F.S. 
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also provided that Medicare fee schedule in effect on March 1 is applicable for the remainder of 

that year.21 Insurers were authorized to use Medicare coding policies and payment 

methodologies of the Centers for Medicare and Medicare Services, including applicable 

modifiers, when applying the fee schedule if they do not constitute a utilization limit.22 The law 

also required insurers to include notice of the fee schedule in their policies.23 

 

Attorney Fees 

Section 627.428, F.S., requires an insurer to pay the insured’s or beneficiary’s reasonable 

attorney fees upon a judgment against the insurer and in favor of the insured or named 

beneficiary under an insurance policy, and applies to disputes under the No-Fault Law.24 Chapter 

2012-197, L.O.F., amended provisions related to attorney fee awards in No-Fault disputes. The 

law prohibited the application of attorney fee multipliers.25 The law also required that the 

attorney fees awarded must comply with prevailing professional standards, not overstate or 

inflate the number of hours reasonably necessary for a case of comparable skill or complexity, 

and represent legal services that are reasonable to achieve the result obtained.26 The offer of 

judgment statute, s. 768.79, F.S., is applied to No-Fault cases, providing statutory authority for 

insurers to recover fees if the plaintiff’s recovery does not exceed the insurer’s settlement offer 

by a statutorily specified percentage.27 

 

Mandatory Rate Filings and Data Call 

Chapter 2012-197, L.O.F., required the Office of Insurance Regulation to contract with a 

consulting firm to calculate the expected savings from the act.28 The OIR retained Pinnacle 

Actuarial Resources, Inc., which released an August 20, 2012, report estimating an indicated 

statewide average savings in PIP premiums of 14 percent to 24.6 percent and an average overall 

motor vehicle insurance premium reduction ranging from 2.8 percent to 4.9 percent.29 The report 

noted that if insurers’ current PIP rates were inadequate they would likely offset the savings from 

Chapter 2012-197, L.O.F., against their indicated PIP rates. By October 1, 2012, each insurer 

writing private passenger automobile PIP insurance was required to submit a rate filing 

providing at least a 10 percent reduction of its PIP rate or explain in detail its reasons for failing 

to achieve those savings. The Legislature required a second mandatory rate filing due January 1, 

2014, that provided at least a 25 percent reduction of the insurer’s July 1, 2012, PIP rate or 

explained in detail its reasons for failing to achieve those savings. 

 

The Office of Insurance Regulation performed a comprehensive PIP data call on January 1, 

2015, that analyzed the impact of the 2012 act’s reforms on the PIP insurance market. The top 

                                                 
21 Section 627.736(5)(a)2., F.S. 
22 Section 627.736(5)(a)3., F.S. 
23 Section 627.736(5)(a)5., F.S. 
24 Section 627.736(8), F.S. 
25 See id. 
26 See id. 
27 See id. 
28 Section 15, Ch. 2012-197, L.O.F. 
29 Pinnacle Actuarial Resources, Inc., Impact Analysis of HB 119, (Aug. 20, 2012) available at 

https://www.floir.com/siteDocuments/HB119ImpactAnalystFINAL08202012.pdf (last viewed March 7, 2019). 
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25 personal lines automobile insurers30 generally failed to achieve a 25 percent rate reduction 

and instead reduced PIP rates an average of 13.6 percent.31 Rates were only reduced an average 

of 0.1 percent for a full auto insurance premium consisting of PIP, property damage, bodily 

injury, uninsured motorists, collision and comprehensive coverages.32 The OIR noted that though 

the  required rate filings were on the low end of 2012 Pinnacle report, prior to the 2012 act, the 

statewide average approved rate changes were a 46.3 percent increase in PIP rates, and a 12.9 

percent rate increase for full auto insurance.33 

 

Rate filings by top 25 auto insurers from January 1, 2015, to January 18, 2017, reversed the 

entirety of the rate reductions achieved post the 2012 act, resulting in average premiums higher 

than those charged before that act became law.34 Generally, motor vehicle insurance rates 

increased nationally. Recent data from the United States Department of Labor indicates that the 

consumer price index for motor vehicle insurance (U.S. city average for urban consumers) 

increased 3.4 percent from January of 2018 to January of 2019.35 The number of crashes and 

crashes involving injuries reported to the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor 

Vehicles in the most recent three years is shown in the table below. 36 

 

Florida Motor Vehicle Crashes 

Calendar Year Total Crashes Injury Crashes Fatalities 

2016 395,972 166,002 3,175 

2017 402,499 166,666 3,116 

2018 400,619 166,172 3,070 

 

Motor Vehicle Insurance Fraud 

Motor vehicle insurance fraud is a long-standing problem in Florida. In November 2005, the 

Senate Banking and Insurance Committee issued a report entitled “Florida’s Motor Vehicle No-

Fault Law”, which was a comprehensive review of Florida’s No-Fault system.37 The report 

indicated that fraud was at an “all-time” high at the time, noting: 

 

“Florida’s no-fault laws are being exploited by sophisticated criminal organizations in schemes 

that involve health care clinic fraud, staging (faking) car crashes, manufacturing false crash 

                                                 
30 On an earned premium basis. 
31 Office of Insurance Regulation, Report on Review of the Data Call Pursuant to HB 119 – Motor Vehicle Personal Injury 

Protection (PIP) Insurance, Pg. 43 (January 1, 2015) available at 

https://www.floir.com/siteDocuments/HB119DataCallReport.pdf (last viewed March 7, 2019). 
32 Id. 
33 Id. at pg. 41. 
34 See Office of Insurance Regulation, Florida Personal Auto Market Presented to The Florida Senate Committee on Banking 

and Insurance, pg. 3 (January 24, 2017) available at 

https://www.floir.com/siteDocuments/SenateBIFLPersonalAutoMarketPresentation01242017.pdf (last viewed March 7, 

2019) 
35 United States Department of Labor, Economic News Release Consumer Price Index Summary (January 2019) available at 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.t02.htm (last viewed March 10, 2019).  
36 See Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, Florida Integrated Report Exchange System Quick 

Statistics at https://firesportal.com/Pages/Public/QuickStats.aspx (last viewed March 10, 2019). 
37 See Florida’s Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law, Report Number 2006-102, available at 

http://archive.flsenate.gov/data/Publications/2006/Senate/reports/interim_reports/pdf/2006-102bilong.pdf (last viewed March 

10, 2019). 
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reports, adding occupants to existing crash reports, filing PIP claims using contrived injuries, 

colluding with dishonest medical treatment providers to fraudulently bill insurance companies 

for medically unnecessary or non-existent treatments, and patient-brokering…” 

 

Fraudulent claims are a major cost-driver and result in higher motor vehicle insurance premium 

costs for Florida policyholders. The 2012 act contained numerous provisions designed to curtail 

PIP fraud. A health care practitioner found guilty of insurance fraud under s. 817.234, F.S., loses 

his or her license for 5 years and may not receive PIP reimbursement for 10 years. Insurers are 

provided an additional 60 days (90 total) to investigate suspected fraudulent claims, however, an 

insurer that ultimately pays the claim must also pay an interest penalty.38 All entities seeking 

reimbursement under the No-Fault Law must obtain health care clinic licensure except for 

hospitals, ambulatory surgical centers, entities owned or wholly owned by a hospital, clinical 

facilities affiliated with an accredited medical school and practices wholly owned by a physician, 

dentist, or chiropractic physician or by such physicians and specified family members.39 The act 

also defined failure to pay PIP claims within the time limits of s. 627.736(4)(b), F.S., as an unfair 

and deceptive practice. 

 

Financial Responsibility Law 

Florida’s financial responsibility law requires proof of ability to pay monetary damages for 

bodily injury and property damage liability arising out of a motor vehicle accident or serious 

traffic violation.40 The owner and operator of a motor vehicle need not demonstrate financial 

responsibility, i.e., obtain BI and PD coverages, until after the accident.41 At that time, a driver’s 

financial responsibility is proved by the furnishing of an active motor vehicle liability policy. 

The minimum amounts of liability coverages required are $10,000 in the event of bodily injury 

to, or death of, one person, $20,000 in the event of injury to, or death of, two or more persons, 

and $10,000 in the event of damage to property of others, or $30,000 combined BI/PD policy.42 

The driver’s license and registration of the driver who fails to comply with the security 

requirement to maintain PIP and PD insurance coverage is subject to suspension.43 A driver’s 

license and registration may be reinstated by obtaining a liability policy and by paying a fee to 

the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles.44 

 

Review of Auto Insurance Systems 

Two auto insurance systems are utilized throughout the country: the tort system and the no-fault 

system, with certain variations. Thirty-eight states utilize the tort system in which the at-fault 

party is liable for damages (medical, economic, property damage and pain and suffering) to other 

parties in an accident.45 Parties seeking redress for their injuries do so from the at-fault driver, 

                                                 
38 Section 627.736(4)(i), F.S. 
39 Section 627.736(5)(h), F.S. 
40 See ch. 324, F.S. 
41 Section 324.011, F.S. 
42 Section 324.022, F.S. 
43 Section 324.0221(2), F.S. 
44 Section 324.0221(3), F.S. 
45 Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 

Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North 
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and must prove negligence on the part of that individual. Nine of the 38 tort states, known as 

“add-on” states, require auto insurers to offer PIP coverage, but unlike no-fault states, do not 

restrict the right to pursue a liability claim or lawsuit.46 Benefits are generally either offered in a 

PIP coverage form similar to that in no-fault states or as additional wage replacement benefits to 

medical payments coverage. Three tort add-on states require the purchase of PIP coverage; six 

do not, but require insurers to offer PIP coverage. 

 

Twelve states (including Florida) have a no-fault system and mandate first-party PIP coverage 

for medical benefits, wage loss, and death benefits, with a limitation on pain and suffering 

lawsuits.47 All 12 jurisdictions take different approaches to no-fault legislation in that coverage 

amounts, deductibles, mandated coverages, tort thresholds for pain and suffering claims, and the 

use of fee schedules or treatment protocols vary widely among these entities. Each state has 

either a “verbal” or “monetary” threshold regarding the seriousness of a person’s injuries that 

must be met prior to the filing of a tort suit for noneconomic damages against an at-fault driver. 

Florida and the four most populous no-fault states use a verbal threshold, which is a statutory 

description of the severity of an injury. The seven remaining no-fault states have monetary 

thresholds ranging from $1,000 to $5,000. Three of the 12 no-fault states (Kentucky, New Jersey 

and Pennsylvania) are known as “choice” states and offer consumers a choice between 

purchasing PIP coverage and traditional tort liability coverage, which does not include PIP 

benefits.  

 

Tort-Based Motor Vehicle Insurance Jurisdictions 

In a tort-based liability system, auto injury claimants seek payment from the at-fault driver for 

both economic and non-economic damages from dollar one. A tort-based system represents a 

more traditional legal philosophy of holding persons responsible for injuries caused by their 

negligent operation of a vehicle. In theory, this encourages safer operation of automobiles and is 

generally viewed by the public as consistent with the concept of personal responsibility. 

 

If Florida repeals PIP and mandates BI coverage, it will be important for drivers to appreciate 

coverage applications under the tort system. For the most common type of accident (with one 

party at-fault), the at-fault party’s BI coverage would pay for injuries to the not at-fault driver, 

unless the at-fault party was uninsured. If the at-fault party is uninsured (or underinsured), the 

not at-fault party would utilize his/her Uninsured Motorist (UM) coverage, if purchased, to pay 

for injuries sustained in an accident. The at-fault party’s PD coverage would compensate for 

physical damages to the not at-fault driver’s vehicle. If the not-at-fault party has Med Pay 

coverage, it can be used to cover his or her own medical expenses, which could then be 

subrogated into the BI claim by the not at-fault driver’s insurer.  

 

With respect to the at-fault party, that driver’s own health insurance, if available, would cover his 

or her own expenses. Med Pay coverage, if purchased, would pay for his/her medical expenses 

up to the Med Pay limits, at which point health insurance would apply. In the event the at-fault 

                                                 
Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, 

Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 
46 Arkansas, Delaware, Maryland, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin. 
47 Hawaii, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, 

and Utah are the other No-Fault states. 
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party did not have health insurance, then the medical costs would not be reimbursed and the 

individual would be responsible for these costs or such costs would be assumed by the health 

care provider.  

 

For single car accidents, the driver of the vehicle is presumed to be the at-fault party and 

therefore will be essentially in the same situation as the at-fault party described above. 

Occupants in the vehicle can sue the driver of the vehicle for their injuries and are in a similar 

circumstance to the not at-fault party’s situation, previously described. Family members are 

precluded from suing the driver because of the intra-family exclusion resulting in the fact that 

only non-family occupants can pursue a tort claim. Pedestrians who are injured in an accident are 

in a similar situation as the not at-fault party. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Repeal of the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law 

Section 1 repeals ss. 627.730-627.7405, F.S., which constitute the Florida Motor Vehicle No-

Fault Law. 

 

Two of the most significant provisions repealed are the tort exemption in s. 627.737, F.S., which 

prohibits tort actions to recover pain and suffering damages from PIP insureds unless death or 

significant and permanent injury causes such damages, and coverage for disability and death 

benefits under PIP. 

 

Section 2 repeals s. 627.7407, F.S., which explained how the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault 

Law was to be applied after being reinstated by ch. 2007-324, Laws of Florida. 

 

Mandatory Bodily Injury Liability Coverage Requirements 

Chapter 324, F.S., requires the owners and operators of motor vehicles to demonstrate the ability 

to respond to damages for liability because of crashes arising out of the use of a motor vehicle.48 

This requirement is usually met through the purchase of motor vehicle insurance.  

 

Sections 12 and 13 amend ss. 324.021 and 324.022, F.S., respectively, to require beginning 

January 1, 2020, every owner or operator of a motor vehicle registered in this state to maintain 

the ability to respond to damages for liability that results from accidents arising out of the 

ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle that is not a commercial motor vehicle, 

nonpublic sector bus, or for-hire passenger transportation vehicle as follows: 

 For BI or death of one person in any one crash, $25,000. 

 Subject to that limit for one person, $50,000 for BI or death of two or more people in any one 

crash. 

 

The bill retains current law that requires drivers to maintain the ability to respond to damages of 

$10,000 for damage to, or the destruction of, other’s property in a crash.  

                                                 
48 Owners and operators of motor vehicles may satisfy financial responsibility requirements by alternate means, such as 

depositing security with the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles pursuant to s. 324.161, F.S., or qualifying as 

a self-insurer pursuant to s. 324.171, F.S. 
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Financial responsibility may be met through motor vehicle insurance that provides BI and PD 

coverage in at least the minimum amounts required to meet responsibility or through insurance 

that provides BI and PD with a combined single coverage limit that equals the BI requirement for 

more than one person plus the PD requirement. Beginning January 1, 2020, the minimum 

combined single limit will be $60,000. 

 

Required Provisions in Motor Vehicle Liability Policies  

Section 21 amends s. 324.151, F.S., which requires motor vehicle liability insurance policies that 

serve as proof of financial responsibility to contain certain provisions. The bill requires policies 

issued to the owner of a motor vehicle registered in this state to insure all named insureds and 

any operator using the vehicle with the permission of the owner of the vehicle insured by the 

policy from liability resulting from the use of the motor vehicle referenced in the policy. The 

section of the bill also inserts a cross-reference to new provisions in the bill relating to excluding 

named drivers from certain coverage, discussed below. 

 

Meeting Financial Responsibility through a Certificate of Self-Insurance 

Section 16 amends s. 324.031, F.S., which allows owners and operators of motor vehicles that 

are not for-hire vehicles to prove financial responsibility by providing evidence of holding a 

motor vehicle liability policy. Two alternatives are also available under the statute. A person may 

prove financial responsibility by furnishing a certificate of self-insurance that shows a deposit of 

cash with a financial institution, or furnishing a certificate of self-insurance issued by the 

DHSMV based on demonstrating sufficient net unencumbered worth.  

 

A certificate of self-insurance showing a deposit of cash must, beginning January 1, 2020, 

require a certificate of deposit equal to the number of vehicles owned times $60,000, to a 

maximum of $240,000. Current law requires a deposit equal to the number of vehicles times 

$30,000, to a maximum of $120,000.  

 

The bill also requires all persons using this method to maintain excess coverage of the amount 

deposited. Current law does not require this of natural persons, and requires the excess coverage 

of a $10,000/$20,000/$10,000 BI/PD or a $30,000 combined single limit. The bill retains current 

law that the excess coverage must have limits of at least $125,000/$250,000/$50,000 BI/PD or a 

$300,000 BI/PD combined single limit.  

 

Under Section 23 of the bill amending s. 324.161, F.S., the proof of a certificate of deposit must 

be provided annually, and must be from a financial institution insured by the Federal Deposit 

Insurance Corporation or the National Credit Union Administration. 

 

The second alternative method is obtaining a certificate of self-insurance issued by the DHSMV.  

 

Section 24 amends s. 324.171, F.S., effective January 1, 2020, to provide that a certificate of 

self-insurance from the DHSMV pursuant to this section may be obtained by a private individual 

with private passenger vehicles by demonstrating sufficient net unencumbered worth of at least 

$100,000 Current law requires a net unencumbered worth of at least $40,000. A person other 

than a natural person may obtain a certificate of self-insurance from the DHSMV by possessing a 
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net unencumbered worth of at least $100,000 for the first motor vehicle and $50,000 for each 

additional vehicle. Current law requires a net unencumbered worth of $40,000 for the first motor 

vehicle and $20,000 for each additional motor vehicle. The bill retains current law that 

authorizes the DHSMV to promulgate by rule an alternative net worth requirement for persons 

other than natural persons.  

 

Garage Liability Insurance Requirement 

Section 7 amends s. 320.27, F.S., which requires the licensure of motor vehicle dealers. The bill 

defines “garage liability insurance” to mean, beginning January 1, 2020, combined single-limit 

liability coverage, including property damage and BI liability coverage, of at least $60,000. 

  

Current law only requires at least $25,000 in such coverage and requires $10,000 of PIP 

coverage.  

 

Section 8 amends s. 320.771, F.S., and applies the same garage liability insurance requirement to 

recreational vehicle dealers.  

 

Financial Responsibility Requirement for For-Hire Vehicles 

Section 17 amends s. 324.032, F.S., which provides the financial responsibility requirements for 

for-hire passenger vehicles. The bill retains current law requiring the owner or lessee to meet the 

financial responsibility requirement and retains the minimum limits of coverage, which are 

$125,000/$250,000 of BI and $50,000 of PD. The bill amends current law by specifying the 

coverage must be purchased by an insurer that is a member of the Florida Insurance Guaranty 

Association. 

 

Section 42 amends s. 627.7275, F.S., to require all motor vehicle insurance policies delivered or 

issued in Florida for a motor vehicle registered or principally garaged in this state to include BI 

liability coverage and PD liability coverage as required by s. 324.022, F.S. 

 

Optional Medical Payments Coverage 

Medical Payments Coverage Benefits 

Section 40 creates s. 627.7265, F.S., which authorizes the inclusion of medical payments 

coverage of at least $5,000 in each motor vehicle liability insurance policy used to meet the 

financial responsibility requirements of s. 324.031, F.S. Before issuing a motor vehicle liability 

policy furnished as proof of financial responsibility, an insurer must offer medical payments 

coverage at limits of $5,000 and $10,000, with an option for no deductible or a $500 deductible, 

for medical expense incurred due to bodily injury, sickness, or disease arising out of the 

ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle. The coverage also includes a death benefit of 

at least $5,000. Medical payments coverage protects the named insured, resident relatives, all 

passengers and operators of the insured vehicle, and all persons struck by the motor vehicle 

while not occupying a self-propelled motor vehicle. 

 



BILL: CS/SB 1052   Page 12 

 

Each motor vehicle liability policy furnished as proof of financial responsibility is deemed to 

have: 

 Medical payments coverage to a limit of $10,000, unless the policyholder, in writing on an 

approved form, refuses the coverage or selects coverage at a limit other than $10,000. 

 No medical payments coverage deductible, unless the policyholder, in writing on an 

approved form, selects a deductible of up to $500.49 

 

The forms must fully advise the applicant of the nature of the coverage being rejected or the 

policy limit or deductible being selected. The named insured’s signature on such form constitutes 

a conclusive presumption of an informed, knowing rejection or selection. If the policyholder 

does not request in writing the specified coverage, the coverage need not be provided in any 

other policy that renews, insures, extends, changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing policy if 

the policyholder has rejected the coverage or has selected an alternative coverage limit or 

deductible. An insurer must provide at least annually a notice of availability of coverage, which 

must be attached to the notice of premium and provide a means allowing the insured to request 

medical payments coverage at the limits and deductibles specified. Receipt of the notice does not 

constitute a waiver of an insured’s right to medical payments coverage if the insured has not 

signed a selection or rejection form. 

 

Upon receiving notice of an accident potentially covered by medical payments coverage benefits, 

the insurer must reserve $5,000 for payment to licensed physicians and licensed dentists who 

provide emergency services and care or who provide hospital indigent care. The reserve amount 

may be used only to pay claims from such physicians or dentists until 30 days after the date the 

insurer receives notice of the accident. After the 30-day period, any amount of the reserve for 

which the insurer has not received notice may be used by the insurer to pay other claims. 

 

An insurer providing medical payments coverage benefits may not have a: 

 Lien on any recovery in tort by judgment, settlement, or otherwise for medical payments 

coverage benefits, whether suit has been filed or settlement has been reached; 

 Cause of action against an alleged tortfeasor for benefits paid under medical payments 

coverage; or 

 Cause of action against a person to whom or for whom medical payments coverage benefits 

were paid, except when benefits are paid by reason of fraud by such person. 

 

Section 26 amends s. 400.9905, F.S., providing that an entity is deemed a “clinic” and must be 

licensed in order to receive medical payments coverage reimbursement under s. 627.7265, F.S., 

unless the entity is: 

 Wholly owned by a licensed physician, a licensed dentist, or a licensed chiropractic 

physician, or by the physician, dentist, or chiropractic physician and the spouse, parent, child, 

or sibling of the physician, dentist, or chiropractic physician; 

 A licensed hospital or ambulatory surgical center; 

 An entity that wholly owns or is wholly owned, directly or indirectly, by a licensed hospital 

or hospitals; 

                                                 
49 These provisions are similar to current law applicable to selection or rejection of uninsured motorist vehicle coverage in s. 

627.727, F.S., which provisions are retained. 
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 A clinical facility affiliated with an accredited medical school at which training is provided 

for medical students, residents, or fellows; 

 A clinic certified under federal law to provide outpatient physical therapy and speech 

pathology services; or 

 Owned by a publicly traded corporation which has $250 million or more in total annual sales 

of health care services provided by licensed health care practitioners, if one or more of the 

persons responsible for operations of the entity are licensed health care practitioners in this 

state and are responsible for supervising the business and the entity’s compliance with state 

law. 

 

This section of the bill also revises the definition of a “clinic” contained in s. 400.9905, F.S., of 

the Health Care Clinic Act, to replace references to PIP coverage and the Florida Motor Vehicle 

No-Fault Law with references to medical payments coverage. 

 

Uninsured and Underinsured Motor Vehicle Insurance Coverage 

Section 41 amends s. 627.727, F.S., which governs uninsured and underinsured motor vehicle 

insurance coverage. The bill deletes subsection (7), under which current law specifies that UM 

coverage does not include damages in tort for pain, suffering, mental anguish, and inconvenience 

unless the injury or disease is of sufficient severity under “verbal threshold” s. 627.737(2), F.S. 

Under PIP, if an injured person’s injuries exceed a certain severity threshold, that person cannot 

recover “pain and suffering” damages from the at-fault driver’s bodily injury coverage. Personal 

injury protection is considered a no-fault coverage because the injured person trades a limitation 

on the ability to recover pain and suffering damages for the ability to get PIP benefits even if the 

injured person is at fault in the accident. Uninsured motorist coverage generally provides the 

policyholder with benefits if the at-fault driver does not have sufficient bodily injury coverage. 

Current law does not allow the recovery of uninsured motorist benefits for pain and suffering 

damages unless the injury surpasses the “verbal threshold” because an injured person cannot 

recovery bodily injury coverage for pain and suffering damages unless the injury is sufficiently 

severe. The bill repeals the “verbal threshold” contained in the No-Fault Law, thus this 

corresponding provision is also repealed. 

 

Named Driver Exclusion 

Section 22 creates s. 627.747, F.S., authorizing a private passenger motor vehicle policy to 

exclude an identified individual from certain coverages. Currently, a motor vehicle liability 

policy providing coverage for BI, death, and PD is required to provide coverage for individuals 

named on the policy and anyone operating a motor vehicle listed on the policy when the operator 

has the express or implied permission of the insured motor vehicle owner.50 An insured motor 

vehicle operated without such consent of the owner is an uninsured/underinsured motor vehicle 

for purposes of uninsured/underinsured motor vehicle coverage. Unless separate policies provide 

coverage for each individual driver, neither the policyholder nor the insurer can exclude anyone 

residing in the same household.  

 

                                                 
50 Section 324.151(1)(a), F.S. 
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Under the bill, if an identified individual is specifically excluded by name on the policy 

declarations page or by endorsement, and a policyholder consents to such exclusion in writing, a 

private passenger motor vehicle policy may exclude an identified individual from the following 

coverages: 

 Property damage liability coverage. 

 Bodily injury liability coverage. 

 Uninsured motorist coverage for any damages sustained by the identified excluded 

individual, if the policyholder has purchased such coverage. 

 Any coverage the policyholder is not required by law to purchase. 

 

However, a private passenger motor vehicle policy may not exclude coverage when: 

 The identified excluded individual is injured while not operating a motor vehicle; 

 The exclusion is unfairly discriminatory under the Florida Insurance Code, as determined by 

the Office of Insurance Regulation; or 

 The exclusion is inconsistent with the underwriting rules filed by the insurer. 

 

An individual would not be covered for damages that occur while operating a motor vehicle that 

is insured under a policy that excludes the individual, under the conditions specified, from any or 

all of the specified coverages, unless the individual is injured while not operating a motor 

vehicle, the exclusion is unfairly discrimination, or if the exclusion is inconsistent with the 

insurer’s underwriting rules. 

 

Commercial Motor Vehicle Coverage Requirements  

Section 45 amends s. 627.7415, F.S., to increase the minimum levels of combined BI liability 

and PD liability coverage that commercial motor vehicles must have.  

 

Beginning January 1, 2020, a commercial motor vehicle that weighs 26,000 pounds or more but 

less than 35,000 pounds must have coverage of no less than $60,000. Current law requires 

$50,000 of coverage. 

 

A commercial motor vehicle that weighs 35,000 pounds or more but less than 44,000 pounds 

must have coverage of no less than $120,000 per occurrence beginning January 1, 20202019. 

Current law requires $100,000 of coverage. 

 

Technical and Conforming Changes 

Section 3 amends s. 316.646, F.S., which requires drivers to maintain and be able to display 

proof of security demonstrating compliance with financial responsibility requirements. The bill 

specifies that any person required by s. 324.022, F.S., to maintain liability security for operating 

a motor vehicle must have proof of security in his or her immediate possession and deletes 

references to PIP and amended or repealed sections of law. 

 

Section 4 amends s. 318.18(2), F.S., regarding nonmoving traffic violations, to remove a 

reference to PIP and conform cross references. 
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Section 5 amends s. 320.02, F.S., which contains the requirements to register a motor vehicle. 

The bill amends the section to require proof of motor vehicle insurance that meets the minimum 

limits of bodily injury liability and property damage liability. 

 

Section 6 amends s. 320.0609, F.S., regarding transfer and exchange of registration license 

plates to eliminate a reference to PIP. 

 

Section 9 amends s. 322.251, F.S., regarding notice of cancellation, suspension, or revocation of 

a driver’s license to repeal references to the No-Fault Law. 

 

Section 10 amends s. 322.34, F.S., deleting a reference to the No-Fault Law. 

 

Section 11 amends s. 324.011, F.S., which provides the purpose of ch. 324, F.S., to specify that 

under the chapter all owners or operators of a motor vehicle required to be registered in this state 

must establish, maintain and show proof of financial responsibility. Currently, financial 

responsibility requirements only apply after an operator is involved in a crash or convicted of 

certain traffic offenses. 

 

Section 14 amends s. 324.0221, F.S., which requires insurers to report motor vehicle insurance 

cancellations to the DHSMV, to remove references to PIP and property damage coverage, insert 

references to BI liability coverage, and conform cross references. 

  

Section 15 corrects cross references in s. 324.023, F.S., which requires drivers who plead guilty 

or nolo contendere to a charge of driving under the influence to meet additional liability 

insurance requirements. 

 

Section 18 amends s. 324.051, F.S., regarding crash reports, to refer to motor vehicle liability 

policies rather than automobile liability policies. 

 

Section 19 amends s. 324.071, F.S., to provide stylistic changes to provisions governing the 

reinstatement of a suspended license. 

 

Section 20 amends s. 324.091, F.S., which requires owners and operators involved in a crash or 

conviction case to furnish evidence of liability insurance, by deleting references to automobile 

liability policy while retaining references to a motor vehicle liability policy. 

 

Section 25 amends s. 324.251, F.S., to revise the short title of ch. 324, F.S., to the “Financial 

Responsibility Law of 2019” and state it will be effective at 12:01 a.m., on January 1, 2020. 

Currently the chapter is the “Financial Responsibility Law of 1955.” 

 

Sections 27 and 28 amend s. 400.991, F.S., and s. 400.9935, F.S., respectively, of the Health 

Care Clinic Act to remove references to PIP and the No-Fault Law and insert references to 

medical payments coverage. 

 

Section 29 revises the definition of a “third party benefit” in s. 409.901, F.S., for purposes of 

Medicaid to refer to medical payments coverage  rather than PIP coverage. 
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Section 30 amends s. 409.910(11), F.S., to specify that the Agency for Health Care 

Administration may recoup the total amount of medical assistance provided by Medicaid from 

motor vehicle insurance coverage benefits provided to a Medicaid beneficiary. Current law refers 

to PIP. 

 

Section 31 amends s. 456.057, F.S., regarding patient records, to correct a cross-reference. 

 

Section 32 amends s. 456.072, F.S., which allows the Department of Health to discipline 

licensees for submitting claims for PIP reimbursement when treatment was not rendered or that 

is intentionally upcoded, to relocate from the repealed s. 627.732, F.S., the existing definition of 

“upcoded” and refer instead to medical payments coverage. 

 

Section 33 amends s. 626.9541(1)(i) and (o), F.S., regarding unfair insurance trade practices 

related to motor vehicle insurance. The bill deletes the unfair trade practice in paragraph (i) for 

failing to pay claims within statutory time periods required under the No-Fault Law to conform 

to the repeal of those time frames by the bill. The section makes a technical amendment to 

paragraph (o) to reference BI liability coverage, property damage liability coverage, and medical 

payments coverage, rather than PIP, in the prohibitions against the unfair insurance trade practice 

of increasing premium or cancelling a motor vehicle insurance policy solely because the insured 

was involved in a motor vehicle accident without having information the insured was 

substantially at fault. 

 

Section 34 amends s. 626.989, F.S., to revise the “fraudulent insurance acts” detailed in the 

section to refer to medical payments coverage, rather than the No-Fault Law. 

 

Section 35 amends s. 627.06501, F.S., regarding insurance discounts for completing a driver 

improvement course, to delete a reference to PIP and insert a reference to medical payments. 

 

Sections 36 and 37 amend s. 627.0652, F.S., and s. 627.0653, F.S., respectively, relating to 

insurance discounts for motor vehicle coverage, by replacing references to PIP with references to 

medical payments coverage. 

 

Section 38 amends s. 627.4132, F.S., regarding the general prohibition against stacking of motor 

vehicle coverages, to refer to BI and PD instead of PIP or other coverage. 

 

Section 39 amends s. 627.7263, F.S., which generally makes rental and leasing driver’s 

insurance primary, to delete references to PIP and insert references to medical payments 

coverage. 

 

Section 43 amends s. 627.728, F.S., which governs cancellations of motor vehicle insurance 

policies, to delete a reference to PIP in the definition of “policy.” 

 

Section 44 amends s. 627.7295, F.S., to revise definitions relating to motor vehicle insurance 

contracts by deleting references to PIP and inserting references to BI liability coverage. 

 

Section 46 amends s. 627.748, relating to insurance requirements for transportation network 

companies, to remove references to PIP required under the repealed No-Fault law and insert a 
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cross-reference to the revised financial responsibility requirements for for-hire passenger 

transportation vehicles in section 17 of the bill. 

 

Section 47 amends s. 627.8405, F.S., regarding prohibited acts of premium finance companies to 

replace a reference to a PIP/PD only policy with a reference to a policy that only provides BI/PD. 

 

Section 48 amends s. 627.915, F.S., which requires private passenger automobile insurers to 

report annually information to the office, to remove references to PIP. 

 

Section 49 amends s. 628.909, F.S., which applies certain provisions of the Insurance Code to 

captive insurance companies, to delete references to the No-Fault Law. 

 

Section 50 amends s. 705.184, F.S., which governs derelict or abandoned motor vehicles on the 

premises of public-use airports, to delete references to s. 627.736, F.S., which is repealed by the 

bill. 

 

Section 51 amends s. 713.78, F.S., regarding liens for recovering, towing, or storing vehicles and 

vessels, to delete references to s. 627.736, F.S., which is repealed by the bill. 

 

Section 51 amends s. 817.234, F.S., regarding false and fraudulent insurance claims, to delete 

references to PIP and replace them with references to medical payments coverage. 

 

Application of Bill and Effective Date 

Section 53 creates s. 627.7278, F.S., applying financial responsibility requirements and optional 

medical payments coverage created by the bill as follows:  

 Effective January 1, 2020: 

o All motor vehicle insurance policies issued or renewed may not include PIP. 

o All persons must maintain at least minimum security requirements, which is the ability to 

respond to damages for liability because of motor vehicle crashes in the amounts required 

for private use motor vehicles, for-hire passenger transportation vehicles, commercial 

motor vehicles, and nonpublic sector buses. 

o Any new or renewal motor vehicle insurance policy delivered or issued in this state must 

provide coverage that complies with minimum security requirements. 

o An existing motor vehicle insurance policy that provides PIP and property damage 

liability coverage but does not meet the new bodily injury liability requirements is 

deemed to meet the bodily injury  requirements until the policy is renewed, non-renewed 

or cancelled on or after January 1, 2020, and the provisions of the No-Fault law and other 

related statutes remain in full force and effect for motor vehicle accidents covered under a 

policy issued under the No-Fault law before that date, until the policy is renewed, 

nonrenewed, or canceled. 

 Insurers must allow each insured who has a policy providing PIP which is effective before 

January 1, 2020, and whose policy does not meet minimum security requirements, to 

eliminate PIP coverage and obtain coverage providing minimum security requirements 

effective on or after January 1, 2020. The insurer is also required to offer each insured the 

optional medical payments coverage required by the bill. Insurers may not impose additional 
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fees solely to change coverage, but may charge an additional premium that is actuarially 

indicated. 

 By September 1, 2019, each motor vehicle insurer shall provide notice that: 

o The Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law is repealed effective January 1, 2020, and that 

PIP coverage is no longer required or available for purchase. 

o Effective January 1, 2020, a person subject to the financial security requirements of s. 

324.022, F.S., must maintain minimum security requirements for bodily injury liability 

and property damage liability in the following amounts: 

 $25,000 for BI or death of one person in any one crash and, subject to such limits, 

$50,000 for BI or death of two or more persons in any one crash, and 

 $10,000 for PD in any one crash. 

o BI liability coverage protects the insured, up to the coverage limits, against loss if the 

insured is legally responsible for the death of or bodily injury to others in a motor vehicle 

accident. 

o Effective January 1, 2020, each holder of a motor vehicle liability insurance policy 

purchased as proof of financial responsibility must be offered the optional medical 

payments coverage benefits at limits of $5,000 and $10,000 without a deductible, may be 

offered such coverage at limits greater than $5,000, and may be offered coverage with a 

deductible of up to $500. Medical payments coverage pays covered medical expenses, up 

to the limits, for injuries sustained in a motor vehicle crash by the named insured, 

resident relatives, persons operating the insured motor vehicle, passengers in the insured 

motor vehicle, and persons who are struck by the insured motor vehicle and suffer bodily 

injury while not an occupant of a self-propelled motor vehicle. Medical payments 

coverage also provides a death benefit of at least $5,000. 

o A policyholder may obtain underinsured motorist coverage, which provides benefits to a 

policyholder entitled to recover bodily injury damages resulting from a motor vehicle 

accident with an uninsured or underinsured owner or operator of a motor vehicle. 

o A policy effective before January 1, 2020, is deemed to meet minimum security 

requirements until it is renewed, non-renewed, or canceled. 

o A policyholder may change coverages to eliminate PIP protection and obtain coverage 

providing minimum security requirements. 

o If the policyholder has any questions, he or she should contact the person named at the 

telephone number provided in the notice. 

 

This section is effective upon the act becoming a law.  

 

Section 54 creates s. 324.0222, F.S., requiring all driver license and motor vehicle registration 

suspensions for failure to maintain required security as required by law in effect before January 

1, 2020, to remain in full force and effect after the effective date of this act. A driver may 

reinstate a suspended driver’s license or registration as provided under s. 324.0221, F.S. 

 

Section 55 appropriates $83,651 in nonrecurring funds from the Insurance Regulatory Trust 

Fund to the Office of Insurance Regulation for the purpose of implementing the act. 

 

Section 56 provides that except as otherwise expressly provided in the act and this section, 

which take effect upon this act becoming a law, the act is effective January 1, 2020. 
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IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

Bodily injury coverage is not a required coverage under Florida law unless a person is 

involved in certain accidents causing bodily injury, convicted of certain offenses, or is 

otherwise required to maintain BI liability coverage in statute. Failure to maintain BI 

coverage, when required, can result in the suspension of a license or registration. The 

reinstatement fee under s. 324.071, F.S., for such suspension under current law is $15. 

The bill retains this reinstatement fee for a license suspension based upon a crash report 

under s. 324.051(2), F.S.; a registration suspension under s. 324.072, F.S., based on a 

license suspension pursuant to s. 322.26, F.S., or s. 322.27, F.S.; suspension of the 

operating privileges of a nonresident driver under s. 324.081, F.S.; or suspension of 

license and registration under s. 324.121, F.S., for failure to satisfy a judgment. 

 

The bill retains the current reinstatement fees under s. 324.0221, F.S., for a suspended 

license or registration for failure to maintain required insurance based on a report by an 

insurer. The reinstatement fee for such suspensions under s. 324.0221, F.S., is $150 for a 

first reinstatement, while second and subsequent reinstatements within 3 years of the first 

reinstatement require fees of $250 and $500, respectively. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

The fiscal impact to policyholders, health insurers, health care providers, and injured 

claimants is indeterminate. However, in a 2016 report, Florida Office of Insurance 

Regulation: Review of Personal Injury Protection Legislation, provided, among other 

information, actuarial estimates of the savings expected from repealing the No-Fault 

Law.51 The report concludes, based only on repeal of the No-Fault Law with financial 

responsibility limits of $25,000/$50,000, that a 5.6 percent savings would be realized in 

the statewide average premium charge. The 2016 PIP Study estimated that health insurers 

would cover approximately $469.7 million of current PIP loss if No-Fault were repealed. 

                                                 
51 Office of Insurance Regulation, Review of Personal Injury Protection Legislation, (Sept. 13, 2016), Appendix 3, p. 1. 

Available at http://www.floir.com/siteDocuments/FLOIRReviewPIP20160913.pdf (last viewed March 6, 2019). 
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Health care providers would cover approximately $32.8 million of current PIP losses. 

Injured claimants would cover approximately $82.9 million of current PIP losses.52 

 

The actuarial consulting firm Milliman, Inc., estimated the impact of similar, but not 

identical, legislation in 2018, on behalf of the Property and Casualty Insurers Association 

of America. The Milliman report, dated January 25, 2018, estimated that repealing PIP 

and mandating BI coverage of at least $25,000/$50,000 would increase premiums on 

average by $67 (5.3 percent), increase premiums on average for drivers that currently 

purchase full coverage by $105 (7.2 percent), and increase premiums on average $230 

(50.1 percent) for drivers who currently purchase only PIP and PD at the minimum 

mandatory limits.53 The report estimates that mandating $5,000 of MedPay in addition to 

mandating BI coverage of at least $25,000/$50,000 would increase premiums on average 

by $115.85 (9.2 percent).54 The report identifies as cost-drivers increasing premium the 

elimination of the No-Fault verbal threshold for noneconomic damages and the 

elimination of the PIP co-insurance provisions (20 percent for medical expenses and 40 

percent for loss of income expenses).55  

 

Policyholders who reside in the same household as a high-risk individual who is of 

driving age could see a decrease in their rates if they exclude such drivers from one or 

more of the specified coverages.  

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The bill appropriates $83,651 in nonrecurring funds from the Insurance Regulatory Trust 

Fund to the Office of Insurance Regulations to implement the act. The fiscal impact to 

state and local governments is otherwise indeterminate.   

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 316.646, 318.18, 

320.02, 320.0609, 320.27, 320.771, 322.251, 322.34, 324.011, 324.021, 324.022, 324.0221, 

324.023, 324.031, 324.032, 324.051, 324.071, 324.091, 324.151, 324.161, 324.171, 324.251, 

400.9905, 400.991, 400.9935, 409.901, 409.910, 456.057, 456.072, 626.9541, 626.989, 

                                                 
52 Id. at p. 69. 
53 Milliman, Inc., Florida Personal Auto Insurance Impact of Repealing No-Fault Coverage – Prepared for Property 

Casualty Insurers Association of America, pg. 4 (Jan. 25, 2018). Available at http://floridapolitics.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/02/Impact-of-Repealing-No-Fault_Final.pdf (last viewed March 7, 2019). 
54 See Milliman at pg. 6. 
55 See Milliman at pgs. 9-10. 
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627.06501, 627.0652, 627.0653, 627.4132, 627.7263, 627.727, 627.7275, 627.728, 627.7295, 

627.7415, 627.8405, 627.915, 628.909, 705.184, 713.78, and 817.234. 

 

This bill creates sections 324.0222, 627.7265, and 627.7278 of the Florida Statutes. 

 

This bill repeals the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 627.730, 627.731, 627.7311, 

627.732, 627.733, 627.734, 627.736, 627.737, 627.739, 627.7401, 627.7403, 627.7405, and 

627.7407. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Infrastructure and Security on March 13, 2019: 

The CS incorporates technical revisions to correct grammar, statutory cross-references, 

and references to “paragraph” that should read “subparagraph.” In addition, the CS 

incorporates authorization for the exclusion of a specifically named individual from 

specified insurance coverages under a private passenger motor vehicle policy, under 

certain conditions. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Infrastructure and Security (Lee) recommended 

the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete everything after the enacting clause 3 

and insert: 4 

Section 1. Sections 627.730, 627.731, 627.7311, 627.732, 5 

627.733, 627.734, 627.736, 627.737, 627.739, 627.7401, 627.7403, 6 

and 627.7405, Florida Statutes, which comprise the Florida Motor 7 

Vehicle No-Fault Law, are repealed. 8 

Section 2. Section 627.7407, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 9 

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 316.646, Florida 10 
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Statutes, is amended to read: 11 

316.646 Security required; proof of security and display 12 

thereof.— 13 

(1) Any person required by s. 324.022 to maintain liability 14 

security for property damage, liability security, required by s. 15 

324.023 to maintain liability security for bodily injury, or 16 

death, or required by s. 627.733 to maintain personal injury 17 

protection security on a motor vehicle shall have in his or her 18 

immediate possession at all times while operating such motor 19 

vehicle proper proof of maintenance of the required security 20 

required under s. 324.021(7). 21 

(a) Such proof must shall be in a uniform paper or 22 

electronic format, as prescribed by the department, a valid 23 

insurance policy, an insurance policy binder, a certificate of 24 

insurance, or such other proof as may be prescribed by the 25 

department. 26 

(b)1. The act of presenting to a law enforcement officer an 27 

electronic device displaying proof of insurance in an electronic 28 

format does not constitute consent for the officer to access any 29 

information on the device other than the displayed proof of 30 

insurance. 31 

2. The person who presents the device to the officer 32 

assumes the liability for any resulting damage to the device. 33 

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 34 

318.18, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 35 

318.18 Amount of penalties.—The penalties required for a 36 

noncriminal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14 or a criminal 37 

offense listed in s. 318.17 are as follows: 38 

(2) Thirty dollars for all nonmoving traffic violations 39 
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and: 40 

(b) For all violations of ss. 320.0605, 320.07(1), 322.065, 41 

and 322.15(1). A Any person who is cited for a violation of s. 42 

320.07(1) shall be charged a delinquent fee pursuant to s. 43 

320.07(4). 44 

1. If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 320.0605 45 

or s. 320.07 can show proof of having a valid registration at 46 

the time of arrest, the clerk of the court may dismiss the case 47 

and may assess a dismissal fee of up to $10. A person who finds 48 

it impossible or impractical to obtain a valid registration 49 

certificate must submit an affidavit detailing the reasons for 50 

the impossibility or impracticality. The reasons may include, 51 

but are not limited to, the fact that the vehicle was sold, 52 

stolen, or destroyed; that the state in which the vehicle is 53 

registered does not issue a certificate of registration; or that 54 

the vehicle is owned by another person. 55 

2. If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 322.03, 56 

s. 322.065, or s. 322.15 can show a driver license issued to him 57 

or her and valid at the time of arrest, the clerk of the court 58 

may dismiss the case and may assess a dismissal fee of up to 59 

$10. 60 

3. If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 316.646 61 

can show proof of security as required by s. 324.021(7) s. 62 

627.733, issued to the person and valid at the time of arrest, 63 

the clerk of the court may dismiss the case and may assess a 64 

dismissal fee of up to $10. A person who finds it impossible or 65 

impractical to obtain proof of security must submit an affidavit 66 

detailing the reasons for the impracticality. The reasons may 67 

include, but are not limited to, the fact that the vehicle has 68 
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since been sold, stolen, or destroyed; that the owner or 69 

registrant of the vehicle is not required by s. 627.733 to 70 

maintain personal injury protection insurance; or that the 71 

vehicle is owned by another person. 72 

Section 5. Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (5) of 73 

section 320.02, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 74 

320.02 Registration required; application for registration; 75 

forms.— 76 

(5)(a) Proof that bodily injury liability coverage and 77 

property damage liability coverage personal injury protection 78 

benefits have been purchased if required under s. 324.022, s. 79 

324.032, or s. 627.742 s. 627.733, that property damage 80 

liability coverage has been purchased as required under s. 81 

324.022, that bodily injury liability or death coverage has been 82 

purchased if required under s. 324.023, and that combined bodily 83 

liability insurance and property damage liability insurance have 84 

been purchased if required under s. 627.7415 must shall be 85 

provided in the manner prescribed by law by the applicant at the 86 

time of application for registration of any motor vehicle that 87 

is subject to such requirements. The issuing agent may not shall 88 

refuse to issue registration if such proof of purchase is not 89 

provided. Insurers shall furnish uniform proof-of-purchase cards 90 

in a paper or electronic format in a form prescribed by the 91 

department and include the name of the insured’s insurance 92 

company, the coverage identification number, and the make, year, 93 

and vehicle identification number of the vehicle insured. The 94 

card must contain a statement notifying the applicant of the 95 

penalty specified under s. 316.646(4). The card or insurance 96 

policy, insurance policy binder, or certificate of insurance or 97 
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a photocopy of any of these; an affidavit containing the name of 98 

the insured’s insurance company, the insured’s policy number, 99 

and the make and year of the vehicle insured; or such other 100 

proof as may be prescribed by the department constitutes shall 101 

constitute sufficient proof of purchase. If an affidavit is 102 

provided as proof, it must be in substantially the following 103 

form: 104 

 105 

Under penalty of perjury, I ...(Name of insured)... do 106 

hereby certify that I have ...(bodily injury liability and 107 

Personal Injury Protection, property damage liability, and, if 108 

required, Bodily Injury Liability)... insurance currently in 109 

effect with ...(Name of insurance company)... under ...(policy 110 

number)... covering ...(make, year, and vehicle identification 111 

number of vehicle).... ...(Signature of Insured)... 112 

 113 

Such affidavit must include the following warning: 114 

 115 

WARNING: GIVING FALSE INFORMATION IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A 116 

VEHICLE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE UNDER 117 

FLORIDA LAW. ANYONE GIVING FALSE INFORMATION ON THIS AFFIDAVIT 118 

IS SUBJECT TO PROSECUTION. 119 

 120 

If an application is made through a licensed motor vehicle 121 

dealer as required under s. 319.23, the original or a photocopy 122 

photostatic copy of such card, insurance policy, insurance 123 

policy binder, or certificate of insurance or the original 124 

affidavit from the insured must shall be forwarded by the dealer 125 

to the tax collector of the county or the Department of Highway 126 
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Safety and Motor Vehicles for processing. By executing the 127 

aforesaid affidavit, a no licensed motor vehicle dealer is not 128 

will be liable in damages for any inadequacy, insufficiency, or 129 

falsification of any statement contained therein. A card must 130 

also indicate the existence of any bodily injury liability 131 

insurance voluntarily purchased. 132 

(d) The verifying of proof of personal injury protection 133 

insurance, proof of property damage liability insurance, proof 134 

of combined bodily liability insurance and property damage 135 

liability insurance, or proof of financial responsibility 136 

insurance and the issuance or failure to issue the motor vehicle 137 

registration under the provisions of this chapter may not be 138 

construed in any court as a warranty of the reliability or 139 

accuracy of the evidence of such proof, or as meaning that the 140 

provisions of any insurance policy furnished as proof of 141 

financial responsibility comply with state law. Neither the 142 

department nor any tax collector is liable in damages for any 143 

inadequacy, insufficiency, falsification, or unauthorized 144 

modification of any item of the proof of personal injury 145 

protection insurance, proof of property damage liability 146 

insurance, proof of combined bodily liability insurance and 147 

property damage liability insurance, or proof of financial 148 

responsibility before insurance prior to, during, or subsequent 149 

to the verification of the proof. The issuance of a motor 150 

vehicle registration does not constitute prima facie evidence or 151 

a presumption of insurance coverage. 152 

Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 153 

320.0609, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 154 

320.0609 Transfer and exchange of registration license 155 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1052 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì579484SÎ579484 

 

Page 7 of 95 

3/11/2019 3:41:07 PM IS.IS.02901 

plates; transfer fee.— 156 

(1) 157 

(b) The transfer of a license plate from a vehicle disposed 158 

of to a newly acquired vehicle does not constitute a new 159 

registration. The application for transfer shall be accepted 160 

without requiring proof of personal injury protection or 161 

liability insurance. 162 

Section 7. Paragraph (g) is added to subsection (1) of 163 

section 320.27, Florida Statutes, and subsection (3) of that 164 

section is amended, to read: 165 

320.27 Motor vehicle dealers.— 166 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—The following words, terms, and phrases 167 

when used in this section have the meanings respectively 168 

ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context 169 

clearly indicates a different meaning: 170 

(g) “Garage liability insurance” means, beginning January 171 

1, 2020, combined single-limit liability coverage, including 172 

property damage and bodily injury liability coverage, in the 173 

amount of at least $60,000. 174 

(3) APPLICATION AND FEE.—The application for the license 175 

application must shall be in such form as may be prescribed by 176 

the department and is shall be subject to such rules with 177 

respect thereto as may be so prescribed by the department it. 178 

Such application must shall be verified by oath or affirmation 179 

and must shall contain a full statement of the name and birth 180 

date of the person or persons applying for the license therefor; 181 

the name of the firm or copartnership, with the names and places 182 

of residence of all members thereof, if such applicant is a firm 183 

or copartnership; the names and places of residence of the 184 
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principal officers, if the applicant is a body corporate or 185 

other artificial body; the name of the state under whose laws 186 

the corporation is organized; the present and former place or 187 

places of residence of the applicant; and the prior business in 188 

which the applicant has been engaged and its the location 189 

thereof. The Such application must shall describe the exact 190 

location of the place of business and must shall state whether 191 

the place of business is owned by the applicant and when 192 

acquired, or, if leased, a true copy of the lease must shall be 193 

attached to the application. The applicant shall certify that 194 

the location provides an adequately equipped office and is not a 195 

residence; that the location affords sufficient unoccupied space 196 

upon and within which adequately to store all motor vehicles 197 

offered and displayed for sale; and that the location is a 198 

suitable place where the applicant can in good faith carry on 199 

such business and keep and maintain books, records, and files 200 

necessary to conduct such business, which must shall be 201 

available at all reasonable hours to inspection by the 202 

department or any of its inspectors or other employees. The 203 

applicant shall certify that the business of a motor vehicle 204 

dealer is the principal business that will which shall be 205 

conducted at that location. The application must shall contain a 206 

statement that the applicant is either franchised by a 207 

manufacturer of motor vehicles, in which case the name of each 208 

motor vehicle that the applicant is franchised to sell must 209 

shall be included, or an independent (nonfranchised) motor 210 

vehicle dealer. The application must shall contain other 211 

relevant information as may be required by the department. The 212 

applicant shall furnish, including evidence, in a form approved 213 
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by the department, that the applicant is insured under a garage 214 

liability insurance policy or a general liability insurance 215 

policy coupled with a business automobile policy having the 216 

coverages and limits of the garage liability insurance coverage 217 

in accordance with paragraph (1)(g), which shall include, at a 218 

minimum, $25,000 combined single-limit liability coverage 219 

including bodily injury and property damage protection and 220 

$10,000 personal injury protection. However, a salvage motor 221 

vehicle dealer as defined in subparagraph (1)(c)5. is exempt 222 

from the requirements for garage liability insurance and 223 

personal injury protection insurance on those vehicles that 224 

cannot be legally operated on roads, highways, or streets in 225 

this state. Franchise dealers must submit a garage liability 226 

insurance policy, and all other dealers must submit a garage 227 

liability insurance policy or a general liability insurance 228 

policy coupled with a business automobile policy. Such policy 229 

must shall be for the license period, and evidence of a new or 230 

continued policy must shall be delivered to the department at 231 

the beginning of each license period. Upon making an initial 232 

application, the applicant shall pay to the department a fee of 233 

$300 in addition to any other fees required by law. Applicants 234 

may choose to extend the licensure period for 1 additional year 235 

for a total of 2 years. An initial applicant shall pay to the 236 

department a fee of $300 for the first year and $75 for the 237 

second year, in addition to any other fees required by law. An 238 

applicant for renewal shall pay to the department $75 for a 1-239 

year renewal or $150 for a 2-year renewal, in addition to any 240 

other fees required by law. Upon making an application for a 241 

change of location, the applicant person shall pay a fee of $50 242 
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in addition to any other fees now required by law. The 243 

department shall, in the case of every application for initial 244 

licensure, verify whether certain facts set forth in the 245 

application are true. Each applicant, general partner in the 246 

case of a partnership, or corporate officer and director in the 247 

case of a corporate applicant shall, must file a set of 248 

fingerprints with the department for the purpose of determining 249 

any prior criminal record or any outstanding warrants. The 250 

department shall submit the fingerprints to the Department of 251 

Law Enforcement for state processing and forwarding to the 252 

Federal Bureau of Investigation for federal processing. The 253 

actual cost of state and federal processing must shall be borne 254 

by the applicant and is in addition to the fee for licensure. 255 

The department may issue a license to an applicant pending the 256 

results of the fingerprint investigation, which license is fully 257 

revocable if the department subsequently determines that any 258 

facts set forth in the application are not true or correctly 259 

represented. 260 

Section 8. Paragraph (j) of subsection (3) of section 261 

320.771, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 262 

320.771 License required of recreational vehicle dealers.— 263 

(3) APPLICATION.—The application for such license shall be 264 

in the form prescribed by the department and subject to such 265 

rules as may be prescribed by it. The application shall be 266 

verified by oath or affirmation and shall contain: 267 

(j) A statement that the applicant is insured under a 268 

garage liability insurance policy in accordance with s. 269 

320.27(1)(g), which shall include, at a minimum, $25,000 270 

combined single-limit liability coverage, including bodily 271 
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injury and property damage protection, and $10,000 personal 272 

injury protection, if the applicant is to be licensed as a 273 

dealer in, or intends to sell, recreational vehicles. 274 

 275 

The department shall, if it deems necessary, cause an 276 

investigation to be made to ascertain if the facts set forth in 277 

the application are true and shall not issue a license to the 278 

applicant until it is satisfied that the facts set forth in the 279 

application are true. 280 

Section 9. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 322.251, 281 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 282 

322.251 Notice of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or 283 

disqualification of license.— 284 

(1) All orders of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or 285 

disqualification issued under the provisions of this chapter, 286 

chapter 318, or chapter 324 must, or ss. 627.732-627.734 shall 287 

be given either by personal delivery thereof to the licensee 288 

whose license is being canceled, suspended, revoked, or 289 

disqualified or by deposit in the United States mail in an 290 

envelope, first class, postage prepaid, addressed to the 291 

licensee at his or her last known mailing address furnished to 292 

the department. Such mailing by the department constitutes 293 

notification, and any failure by the person to receive the 294 

mailed order will not affect or stay the effective date or term 295 

of the cancellation, suspension, revocation, or disqualification 296 

of the licensee’s driving privilege. 297 

(2) The giving of notice and an order of cancellation, 298 

suspension, revocation, or disqualification by mail is complete 299 

upon expiration of 20 days after deposit in the United States 300 
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mail for all notices except those issued under chapter 324 or 301 

ss. 627.732–627.734, which are complete 15 days after deposit in 302 

the United States mail. Proof of the giving of notice and an 303 

order of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or 304 

disqualification in either manner must shall be made by entry in 305 

the records of the department that such notice was given. The 306 

entry is admissible in the courts of this state and constitutes 307 

sufficient proof that such notice was given. 308 

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section 309 

322.34, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 310 

322.34 Driving while license suspended, revoked, canceled, 311 

or disqualified.— 312 

(8)(a) Upon the arrest of a person for the offense of 313 

driving while the person’s driver license or driving privilege 314 

is suspended or revoked, the arresting officer shall determine: 315 

1. Whether the person’s driver license is suspended or 316 

revoked. 317 

2. Whether the person’s driver license has remained 318 

suspended or revoked since a conviction for the offense of 319 

driving with a suspended or revoked license. 320 

3. Whether the suspension or revocation was made under s. 321 

316.646 or s. 627.733, relating to failure to maintain required 322 

security, or under s. 322.264, relating to habitual traffic 323 

offenders. 324 

4. Whether the driver is the registered owner or coowner of 325 

the vehicle. 326 

Section 11. Section 324.011, Florida Statutes, is amended 327 

to read: 328 

324.011 Legislative intent and purpose of chapter.—It is 329 
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the Legislature’s intent of this chapter to ensure that the 330 

privilege of owning or operating a motor vehicle in this state 331 

is exercised recognize the existing privilege to own or operate 332 

a motor vehicle on the public streets and highways of this state 333 

when such vehicles are used with due consideration for others’ 334 

safety others and their property, and to promote safety, and to 335 

provide financial security requirements for such owners and or 336 

operators whose responsibility it is to recompense others for 337 

injury to person or property caused by the operation of a motor 338 

vehicle. Therefore, this chapter requires that every owner or 339 

operator of a motor vehicle required to be registered in this 340 

state establish, maintain, and it is required herein that the 341 

operator of a motor vehicle involved in a crash or convicted of 342 

certain traffic offenses meeting the operative provisions of s. 343 

324.051(2) shall respond for such damages and show proof of 344 

financial ability to respond for damages arising out of the 345 

ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle in future 346 

accidents as a requisite to owning or operating a motor vehicle 347 

in this state his or her future exercise of such privileges. 348 

Section 12. Subsections (1) and (7) and paragraph (c) of 349 

subsection (9) of section 324.021, Florida Statutes, are 350 

amended, and subsection (12) is added to that section, to read: 351 

324.021 Definitions; minimum insurance required.—The 352 

following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall, for 353 

the purpose of this chapter, have the meanings respectively 354 

ascribed to them in this section, except in those instances 355 

where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 356 

(1) MOTOR VEHICLE.—Every self-propelled vehicle that is 357 

designed and required to be licensed for use upon a highway, 358 
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including trailers and semitrailers designed for use with such 359 

vehicles, except traction engines, road rollers, farm tractors, 360 

power shovels, and well drillers, and every vehicle that is 361 

propelled by electric power obtained from overhead wires but not 362 

operated upon rails, but not including any personal delivery 363 

device or mobile carrier as defined in s. 316.003, bicycle, or 364 

moped. However, the term “motor vehicle” does not include a 365 

motor vehicle as defined in s. 627.732(3) when the owner of such 366 

vehicle has complied with the requirements of ss. 627.730-367 

627.7405, inclusive, unless the provisions of s. 324.051 apply; 368 

and, in such case, the applicable proof of insurance provisions 369 

of s. 320.02 apply. 370 

(7) PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.—That Proof of 371 

ability to respond in damages for liability on account of 372 

crashes arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of a 373 

motor vehicle: 374 

(a) Beginning January 1, 2020, with respect to a motor 375 

vehicle that is not a commercial motor vehicle, nonpublic sector 376 

bus, or for-hire passenger transportation vehicle, in the amount 377 

of: 378 

1. Twenty-five thousand dollars for $10,000 because of 379 

bodily injury to, or the death of, one person in any one crash 380 

and,; 381 

(b) subject to such limits for one person, in the amount of 382 

$50,000 for $20,000 because of bodily injury to, or the death 383 

of, two or more persons in any one crash; and 384 

2.(c) Ten thousand dollars for damage In the amount of 385 

$10,000 because of injury to, or destruction of, property of 386 

others in any one crash.; and 387 
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(b)(d) With respect to commercial motor vehicles and 388 

nonpublic sector buses, in the amounts specified in s. 627.7415 389 

ss. 627.7415 and 627.742, respectively. 390 

(c) With respect to nonpublic sector buses, in the amounts 391 

specified in s. 627.742. 392 

(d) With respect to for-hire passenger transportation 393 

vehicles, in the amounts specified in s. 324.032. 394 

(9) OWNER; OWNER/LESSOR.— 395 

(c) Application.— 396 

1. The limits on liability in subparagraphs (b)2. and 3. do 397 

not apply to an owner of motor vehicles that are used for 398 

commercial activity in the owner’s ordinary course of business, 399 

other than a rental company that rents or leases motor vehicles. 400 

For purposes of this paragraph, the term “rental company” 401 

includes only an entity that is engaged in the business of 402 

renting or leasing motor vehicles to the general public and that 403 

rents or leases a majority of its motor vehicles to persons with 404 

no direct or indirect affiliation with the rental company. The 405 

term also includes a motor vehicle dealer that provides 406 

temporary replacement vehicles to its customers for up to 10 407 

days. The term “rental company” also includes: 408 

a. A related rental or leasing company that is a subsidiary 409 

of the same parent company as that of the renting or leasing 410 

company that rented or leased the vehicle. 411 

b. The holder of a motor vehicle title or an equity 412 

interest in a motor vehicle title if the title or equity 413 

interest is held pursuant to or to facilitate an asset-backed 414 

securitization of a fleet of motor vehicles used solely in the 415 

business of renting or leasing motor vehicles to the general 416 
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public and under the dominion and control of a rental company, 417 

as described in this subparagraph, in the operation of such 418 

rental company’s business. 419 

2. Furthermore, with respect to commercial motor vehicles 420 

as defined in s. 207.002 or s. 320.01 s. 627.732, the limits on 421 

liability in subparagraphs (b)2. and 3. do not apply if, at the 422 

time of the incident, the commercial motor vehicle is being used 423 

in the transportation of materials found to be hazardous for the 424 

purposes of the Hazardous Materials Transportation Authorization 425 

Act of 1994, as amended, 49 U.S.C. ss. 5101 et seq., and that is 426 

required pursuant to such act to carry placards warning others 427 

of the hazardous cargo, unless at the time of lease or rental 428 

either: 429 

a. The lessee indicates in writing that the vehicle will 430 

not be used to transport materials found to be hazardous for the 431 

purposes of the Hazardous Materials Transportation Authorization 432 

Act of 1994, as amended, 49 U.S.C. ss. 5101 et seq.; or 433 

b. The lessee or other operator of the commercial motor 434 

vehicle has in effect insurance with limits of at least $5 435 

million $5,000,000 combined property damage and bodily injury 436 

liability. 437 

(12) FOR-HIRE PASSENGER TRANSPORTATION VEHICLE.—Every “for-438 

hire vehicle” as defined in s. 320.01(15) which is offered or 439 

used to provide transportation for persons, including taxicabs, 440 

limousines, and jitneys. 441 

Section 13. Section 324.022, Florida Statutes, is amended 442 

to read: 443 

324.022 Financial responsibility requirements for property 444 

damage.— 445 
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(1)(a) Beginning January 1, 2020, every owner or operator 446 

of a motor vehicle required to be registered in this state shall 447 

establish and continuously maintain the ability to respond in 448 

damages for liability on account of accidents arising out of the 449 

use of the motor vehicle in the amount of: 450 

1. Twenty-five thousand dollars for bodily injury to, or 451 

the death of, one person in any one crash and, subject to such 452 

limits for one person, in the amount of $50,000 for bodily 453 

injury to, or the death of, two or more persons in any one 454 

crash; and 455 

2. Ten thousand dollars for $10,000 because of damage to, 456 

or destruction of, property of others in any one crash. 457 

(b) The requirements of paragraph (a) this section may be 458 

met by one of the methods established in s. 324.031; by self-459 

insuring as authorized by s. 768.28(16); or by maintaining a 460 

motor vehicle liability insurance policy that an insurance 461 

policy providing coverage for property damage liability in the 462 

amount of at least $10,000 because of damage to, or destruction 463 

of, property of others in any one accident arising out of the 464 

use of the motor vehicle. The requirements of this section may 465 

also be met by having a policy which provides combined property 466 

damage liability and bodily injury liability coverage for any 467 

one crash arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of a 468 

motor vehicle which conforms to the requirements of s. 324.151 469 

in the amount of at least $60,000 for every owner or operator 470 

subject to the financial responsibility required in paragraph 471 

(a) $30,000 for combined property damage liability and bodily 472 

injury liability for any one crash arising out of the use of the 473 

motor vehicle. The policy, with respect to coverage for property 474 
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damage liability, must meet the applicable requirements of s. 475 

324.151, subject to the usual policy exclusions that have been 476 

approved in policy forms by the Office of Insurance Regulation. 477 

No insurer shall have any duty to defend uncovered claims 478 

irrespective of their joinder with covered claims. 479 

(2) As used in this section, the term: 480 

(a) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle that 481 

has four or more wheels and that is of a type designed and 482 

required to be licensed for use on the highways of this state, 483 

and any trailer or semitrailer designed for use with such 484 

vehicle. The term does not include the following: 485 

1. A mobile home as defined in s. 320.01. 486 

2. A motor vehicle that is used in mass transit and 487 

designed to transport more than five passengers, exclusive of 488 

the operator of the motor vehicle, and that is owned by a 489 

municipality, transit authority, or political subdivision of the 490 

state. 491 

3. A school bus as defined in s. 1006.25, which must 492 

maintain security as required under s. 316.615. 493 

4. A commercial motor vehicle as defined in s. 207.002 or 494 

s. 320.01, which must maintain security as required under ss. 495 

324.031 and 627.7415. 496 

5. A nonpublic sector bus, which must maintain security as 497 

required under ss. 324.031 and 627.742. 498 

6.4. A vehicle providing for-hire passenger transportation 499 

vehicle, which must that is subject to the provisions of s. 500 

324.031. A taxicab shall maintain security as required under s. 501 

324.032 s. 324.032(1). 502 

7.5. A personal delivery device as defined in s. 316.003. 503 
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(b) “Owner” means the person who holds legal title to a 504 

motor vehicle or the debtor or lessee who has the right to 505 

possession of a motor vehicle that is the subject of a security 506 

agreement or lease with an option to purchase. 507 

(3) Each nonresident owner or registrant of a motor vehicle 508 

that, whether operated or not, has been physically present 509 

within this state for more than 90 days during the preceding 365 510 

days shall maintain security as required by subsection (1). The 511 

security must be that is in effect continuously throughout the 512 

period the motor vehicle remains within this state. 513 

(4) An The owner or registrant of a motor vehicle who is 514 

exempt from the requirements of this section if she or he is a 515 

member of the United States Armed Forces and is called to or on 516 

active duty outside the United States in an emergency situation 517 

is exempt from this section while he or she. The exemption 518 

provided by this subsection applies only as long as the member 519 

of the Armed Forces is on such active duty. This exemption 520 

outside the United States and applies only while the vehicle 521 

covered by the security is not operated by any person. Upon 522 

receipt of a written request by the insured to whom the 523 

exemption provided in this subsection applies, the insurer shall 524 

cancel the coverages and return any unearned premium or suspend 525 

the security required by this section. Notwithstanding s. 526 

324.0221(2) s. 324.0221(3), the department may not suspend the 527 

registration or operator’s license of an any owner or registrant 528 

of a motor vehicle during the time she or he qualifies for the 529 

an exemption under this subsection. An Any owner or registrant 530 

of a motor vehicle who qualifies for the an exemption under this 531 

subsection shall immediately notify the department before prior 532 
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to and at the end of the expiration of the exemption. 533 

Section 14. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 324.0221, 534 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 535 

324.0221 Reports by insurers to the department; suspension 536 

of driver license and vehicle registrations; reinstatement.— 537 

(1)(a) Each insurer that has issued a policy providing 538 

personal injury protection coverage or property damage liability 539 

coverage shall report the cancellation or nonrenewal thereof to 540 

the department within 10 days after the processing date or 541 

effective date of each cancellation or nonrenewal. Upon the 542 

issuance of a policy providing personal injury protection 543 

coverage or property damage liability coverage to a named 544 

insured not previously insured by the insurer during that 545 

calendar year, the insurer shall report the issuance of the new 546 

policy to the department within 10 days. The report must shall 547 

be in the form and format and contain any information required 548 

by the department and must be provided in a format that is 549 

compatible with the data processing capabilities of the 550 

department. Failure by an insurer to file proper reports with 551 

the department as required by this subsection constitutes a 552 

violation of the Florida Insurance Code. These records may shall 553 

be used by the department only for enforcement and regulatory 554 

purposes, including the generation by the department of data 555 

regarding compliance by owners of motor vehicles with the 556 

requirements for financial responsibility coverage. 557 

(b) With respect to an insurance policy providing personal 558 

injury protection coverage or property damage liability 559 

coverage, each insurer shall notify the named insured, or the 560 

first-named insured in the case of a commercial fleet policy, in 561 
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writing that any cancellation or nonrenewal of the policy will 562 

be reported by the insurer to the department. The notice must 563 

also inform the named insured that failure to maintain bodily 564 

injury liability personal injury protection coverage and 565 

property damage liability coverage on a motor vehicle when 566 

required by law may result in the loss of registration and 567 

driving privileges in this state and inform the named insured of 568 

the amount of the reinstatement fees required by this section. 569 

This notice is for informational purposes only, and an insurer 570 

is not civilly liable for failing to provide this notice. 571 

(2) The department shall suspend, after due notice and an 572 

opportunity to be heard, the registration and driver license of 573 

any owner or registrant of a motor vehicle for with respect to 574 

which security is required under s. 324.022, s. 324.032, s. 575 

627.7415, or s. 627.742 ss. 324.022 and 627.733 upon: 576 

(a) The department’s records showing that the owner or 577 

registrant of such motor vehicle did not have the in full force 578 

and effect when required security in full force and effect that 579 

complies with the requirements of ss. 324.022 and 627.733; or 580 

(b) Notification by the insurer to the department, in a 581 

form approved by the department, of cancellation or termination 582 

of the required security. 583 

Section 15. Section 324.023, Florida Statutes, is amended 584 

to read: 585 

324.023 Financial responsibility for bodily injury or 586 

death.—In addition to any other financial responsibility 587 

required by law, every owner or operator of a motor vehicle that 588 

is required to be registered in this state, or that is located 589 

within this state, and who, regardless of adjudication of guilt, 590 
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has been found guilty of or entered a plea of guilty or nolo 591 

contendere to a charge of driving under the influence under s. 592 

316.193 after October 1, 2007, shall, by one of the methods 593 

established in s. 324.031(1)(a) or (b) s. 324.031(1) or (2), 594 

establish and maintain the ability to respond in damages for 595 

liability on account of accidents arising out of the use of a 596 

motor vehicle in the amount of $100,000 because of bodily injury 597 

to, or death of, one person in any one crash and, subject to 598 

such limits for one person, in the amount of $300,000 because of 599 

bodily injury to, or death of, two or more persons in any one 600 

crash and in the amount of $50,000 because of property damage in 601 

any one crash. If the owner or operator chooses to establish and 602 

maintain such ability by furnishing a certificate of deposit 603 

pursuant to s. 324.031(1)(b) s. 324.031(2), such certificate of 604 

deposit must be at least $350,000. Such higher limits must be 605 

carried for a minimum period of 3 years. If the owner or 606 

operator has not been convicted of driving under the influence 607 

or a felony traffic offense for a period of 3 years from the 608 

date of reinstatement of driving privileges for a violation of 609 

s. 316.193, the owner or operator shall be exempt from this 610 

section. 611 

Section 16. Section 324.031, Florida Statutes, is amended 612 

to read: 613 

324.031 Manner of proving financial responsibility.— 614 

(1) The owner or operator of a taxicab, limousine, jitney, 615 

or any other for-hire passenger transportation vehicle may prove 616 

financial responsibility by providing satisfactory evidence of 617 

holding a motor vehicle liability policy as defined in s. 618 

324.021(8) or s. 324.151, which policy is issued by an insurance 619 
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carrier which is a member of the Florida Insurance Guaranty 620 

Association. The operator or owner of a motor vehicle other than 621 

a for-hire passenger transportation vehicle any other vehicle 622 

may prove his or her financial responsibility by: 623 

(a)(1) Furnishing satisfactory evidence of holding a motor 624 

vehicle liability policy as defined in ss. 324.021(8) and 625 

324.151; 626 

(b)(2) Furnishing a certificate of self-insurance showing a 627 

deposit of cash in accordance with s. 324.161; or 628 

(c)(3) Furnishing a certificate of self-insurance issued by 629 

the department in accordance with s. 324.171. 630 

(2)(a) Beginning January 1, 2020, any person, including any 631 

firm, partnership, association, corporation, or other person, 632 

other than a natural person, electing to use the method of proof 633 

specified in paragraph (1)(b) subsection (2) shall furnish a 634 

certificate of deposit equal to the number of vehicles owned 635 

times $60,000 $30,000, to a maximum of $240,000. $120,000; 636 

(b) In addition, any such person, other than a natural 637 

person, shall maintain insurance providing coverage conforming 638 

to the requirements of s. 324.151 in excess of the amount of the 639 

certificate of deposit, with limits of at least: 640 

1. One hundred twenty-five thousand dollars for bodily 641 

injury to, or the death of, one person in any one crash and, 642 

subject to such limits for one person, in the amount of $250,000 643 

for bodily injury to, or the death of, two or more persons in 644 

any one crash, and $50,000 for damage to, or destruction of, 645 

property of others in any one crash; or 646 

2. Three hundred thousand dollars for combined bodily 647 

injury liability and property damage liability for any one crash 648 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1052 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì579484SÎ579484 

 

Page 24 of 95 

3/11/2019 3:41:07 PM IS.IS.02901 

$10,000/20,000/10,000 or $30,000 combined single limits, and 649 

such excess insurance shall provide minimum limits of 650 

$125,000/250,000/50,000 or $300,000 combined single limits. 651 

These increased limits shall not affect the requirements for 652 

proving financial responsibility under s. 324.032(1). 653 

Section 17. Section 324.032, Florida Statutes, is amended 654 

to read: 655 

324.032 Manner of proving Financial responsibility for; 656 

for-hire passenger transportation vehicles.—Notwithstanding the 657 

provisions of s. 324.031: 658 

(1) An owner or lessee of a for-hire passenger 659 

transportation vehicle that is required to be registered in this 660 

state shall establish and continuously maintain the ability to 661 

respond in damages for liability on account of accidents arising 662 

out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of the for-hire 663 

passenger transportation vehicle, in the amount of: 664 

(a) One hundred twenty-five thousand dollars for bodily 665 

injury to, or the death of, one person in any one crash and, 666 

subject to such limits for one person, in the amount of $250,000 667 

for bodily injury to, or the death of, two or more persons in 668 

any one crash; and A person who is either the owner or a lessee 669 

required to maintain insurance under s. 627.733(1)(b) and who 670 

operates one or more taxicabs, limousines, jitneys, or any other 671 

for-hire passenger transportation vehicles may prove financial 672 

responsibility by furnishing satisfactory evidence of holding a 673 

motor vehicle liability policy, but with minimum limits of 674 

$125,000/250,000/50,000. 675 

(b) Fifty thousand dollars for damage to, or destruction 676 

of, property of others in any one crash A person who is either 677 
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the owner or a lessee required to maintain insurance under s. 678 

324.021(9)(b) and who operates limousines, jitneys, or any other 679 

for-hire passenger vehicles, other than taxicabs, may prove 680 

financial responsibility by furnishing satisfactory evidence of 681 

holding a motor vehicle liability policy as defined in s. 682 

324.031. 683 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), the requirements 684 

of this section must be met by the owner or lessee providing 685 

satisfactory evidence of holding a motor vehicle liability 686 

policy conforming to the requirements of s. 324.151 which is 687 

issued by an insurance carrier that is a member of the Florida 688 

Insurance Guaranty Association. 689 

(3)(2) An owner or a lessee who is required to maintain 690 

insurance under s. 324.021(9)(b) and who operates at least 300 691 

taxicabs, limousines, jitneys, or any other for-hire passenger 692 

transportation vehicles may provide financial responsibility by 693 

complying with the provisions of s. 324.171, which must such 694 

compliance to be demonstrated by maintaining at its principal 695 

place of business an audited financial statement, prepared in 696 

accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, and 697 

providing to the department a certification issued by a 698 

certified public accountant that the applicant’s net worth is at 699 

least equal to the requirements of s. 324.171 as determined by 700 

the Office of Insurance Regulation of the Financial Services 701 

Commission, including claims liabilities in an amount certified 702 

as adequate by a Fellow of the Casualty Actuarial Society. 703 

 704 

Upon request by the department, the applicant shall must 705 

provide the department at the applicant’s principal place of 706 
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business in this state access to the applicant’s underlying 707 

financial information and financial statements that provide the 708 

basis of the certified public accountant’s certification. The 709 

applicant shall reimburse the requesting department for all 710 

reasonable costs incurred by it in reviewing the supporting 711 

information. The maximum amount of self-insurance permissible 712 

under this subsection is $300,000 and must be stated on a per-713 

occurrence basis, and the applicant shall maintain adequate 714 

excess insurance issued by an authorized or eligible insurer 715 

licensed or approved by the Office of Insurance Regulation. All 716 

risks self-insured shall remain with the owner or lessee 717 

providing it, and the risks are not transferable to any other 718 

person, unless a policy complying with subsections (1) and (2) 719 

subsection (1) is obtained. 720 

Section 18. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 721 

324.051, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 722 

324.051 Reports of crashes; suspensions of licenses and 723 

registrations.— 724 

(2) 725 

(b) This subsection does shall not apply: 726 

1. To such operator or owner if such operator or owner had 727 

in effect at the time of such crash or traffic conviction a 728 

motor vehicle an automobile liability policy with respect to all 729 

of the registered motor vehicles owned by such operator or 730 

owner. 731 

2. To such operator, if not the owner of such motor 732 

vehicle, if there was in effect at the time of such crash or 733 

traffic conviction a motor vehicle an automobile liability 734 

policy or bond with respect to his or her operation of motor 735 
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vehicles not owned by him or her. 736 

3. To such operator or owner if the liability of such 737 

operator or owner for damages resulting from such crash is, in 738 

the judgment of the department, covered by any other form of 739 

liability insurance or bond. 740 

4. To any person who has obtained from the department a 741 

certificate of self-insurance, in accordance with s. 324.171, or 742 

to any person operating a motor vehicle for such self-insurer. 743 

 744 

No such policy or bond shall be effective under this 745 

subsection unless it contains limits of not less than those 746 

specified in s. 324.021(7). 747 

Section 19. Section 324.071, Florida Statutes, is amended 748 

to read: 749 

324.071 Reinstatement; renewal of license; reinstatement 750 

fee.—An Any operator or owner whose license or registration has 751 

been suspended pursuant to s. 324.051(2), s. 324.072, s. 752 

324.081, or s. 324.121 may effect its reinstatement upon 753 

compliance with the provisions of s. 324.051(2)(a)3. or 4., or 754 

s. 324.081(2) and (3), as the case may be, and with one of the 755 

provisions of s. 324.031 and upon payment to the department of a 756 

nonrefundable reinstatement fee of $15. Only one such fee may 757 

shall be paid by any one person regardless irrespective of the 758 

number of licenses and registrations to be then reinstated or 759 

issued to such person. All Such fees must shall be deposited to 760 

a department trust fund. If When the reinstatement of any 761 

license or registration is effected by compliance with s. 762 

324.051(2)(a)3. or 4., the department may shall not renew the 763 

license or registration within a period of 3 years after from 764 
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such reinstatement, nor may shall any other license or 765 

registration be issued in the name of such person, unless the 766 

operator continues is continuing to comply with one of the 767 

provisions of s. 324.031. 768 

Section 20. Subsection (1) of section 324.091, Florida 769 

Statutes, is amended to read: 770 

324.091 Notice to department; notice to insurer.— 771 

(1) Each owner and operator involved in a crash or 772 

conviction case within the purview of this chapter shall furnish 773 

evidence of automobile liability insurance or motor vehicle 774 

liability insurance within 14 days after the date of the mailing 775 

of notice of crash by the department in the form and manner as 776 

it may designate. Upon receipt of evidence that a an automobile 777 

liability policy or motor vehicle liability policy was in effect 778 

at the time of the crash or conviction case, the department 779 

shall forward to the insurer such information for verification 780 

in a method as determined by the department. The insurer shall 781 

respond to the department within 20 days after the notice as to 782 

whether or not such information is valid. If the department 783 

determines that a an automobile liability policy or motor 784 

vehicle liability policy was not in effect and did not provide 785 

coverage for both the owner and the operator, it must shall take 786 

action as it is authorized to do under this chapter. 787 

Section 21. Section 324.151, Florida Statutes, is amended 788 

to read: 789 

324.151 Motor vehicle liability policies; required 790 

provisions.— 791 

(1) A motor vehicle liability policy that serves as to be 792 

proof of financial responsibility under s. 324.031(1)(a) must s. 793 
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324.031(1), shall be issued to owners or operators of motor 794 

vehicles under the following provisions: 795 

(a) A motor vehicle An owner’s liability insurance policy 796 

issued to an owner of a motor vehicle registered in this state 797 

must shall designate by explicit description or by appropriate 798 

reference all motor vehicles for with respect to which coverage 799 

is thereby granted. The policy must and shall insure the person 800 

or persons owner named therein and any other person as operator 801 

using such motor vehicle or motor vehicles with the express or 802 

implied permission of such owner against loss from the liability 803 

imposed by law for damage arising out of the ownership, 804 

maintenance, or use of any such motor vehicle or motor vehicles 805 

within the United States or the Dominion of Canada, subject to 806 

limits, exclusive of interest and costs with respect to each 807 

such motor vehicle, as is provided for under s. 324.021(7). 808 

Insurers may make available, with respect to property damage 809 

liability coverage, a deductible amount not to exceed $500. In 810 

the event of a property damage loss covered by a policy 811 

containing a property damage deductible provision, the insurer 812 

shall pay to the third-party claimant the amount of any property 813 

damage liability settlement or judgment, subject to policy 814 

limits, as if no deductible existed. 815 

(b) An operator’s motor vehicle liability policy of 816 

insurance must shall insure the person or persons named therein 817 

against loss from the liability imposed upon him or her by law 818 

for damages arising out of the use by the person of any motor 819 

vehicle not owned by him or her, with the same territorial 820 

limits and subject to the same limits of liability as referred 821 

to above with respect to an owner’s policy of liability 822 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1052 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì579484SÎ579484 

 

Page 30 of 95 

3/11/2019 3:41:07 PM IS.IS.02901 

insurance. 823 

(c) All such motor vehicle liability policies must shall 824 

state the name and address of the named insured, the coverage 825 

afforded by the policy, the premium charged therefor, the policy 826 

period, and the limits of liability, and must shall contain an 827 

agreement or be endorsed that insurance is provided in 828 

accordance with the coverage defined in this chapter as respects 829 

bodily injury and death or property damage or both and is 830 

subject to all provisions of this chapter. The Said policies 831 

must shall also contain a provision that the satisfaction by an 832 

insured of a judgment for such injury or damage may shall not be 833 

a condition precedent to the right or duty of the insurance 834 

carrier to make payment on account of such injury or damage, and 835 

must shall also contain a provision that bankruptcy or 836 

insolvency of the insured or of the insured’s estate may shall 837 

not relieve the insurance carrier of any of its obligations 838 

under the said policy. 839 

(2) The provisions of This section is shall not be 840 

applicable to any motor vehicle automobile liability policy 841 

unless and until it is furnished as proof of financial 842 

responsibility for the future pursuant to s. 324.031, and then 843 

applies only from and after the date the said policy is so 844 

furnished. 845 

Section 22. Section 324.161, Florida Statutes, is amended 846 

to read: 847 

324.161 Proof of financial responsibility; deposit.—If a 848 

person elects to prove his or her financial responsibility under 849 

the method of proof specified in s. 324.031(1)(b), he or she 850 

annually must obtain and submit to the department proof of a 851 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1052 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì579484SÎ579484 

 

Page 31 of 95 

3/11/2019 3:41:07 PM IS.IS.02901 

certificate of deposit in the amount required under s. 852 

324.031(2) from a financial institution insured by the Federal 853 

Deposit Insurance Corporation or the National Credit Union 854 

Administration Annually, before any certificate of insurance may 855 

be issued to a person, including any firm, partnership, 856 

association, corporation, or other person, other than a natural 857 

person, proof of a certificate of deposit of $30,000 issued and 858 

held by a financial institution must be submitted to the 859 

department. A power of attorney will be issued to and held by 860 

the department and may be executed upon a judgment issued 861 

against such person making the deposit, for damages for because 862 

of bodily injury to or death of any person or for damages for 863 

because of injury to or destruction of property resulting from 864 

the use or operation of any motor vehicle occurring after such 865 

deposit was made. Money so deposited is shall not be subject to 866 

attachment or execution unless such attachment or execution 867 

arises shall arise out of a lawsuit suit for such damages as 868 

aforesaid. 869 

Section 23. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 324.171, 870 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 871 

324.171 Self-insurer.— 872 

(1) A Any person may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining 873 

a certificate of self-insurance from the department. which may, 874 

in its discretion and Upon application of such a person, the 875 

department may issue a said certificate of self-insurance to an 876 

applicant who satisfies when such person has satisfied the 877 

requirements of this section. Effective January 1, 2020 to 878 

qualify as a self-insurer under this section: 879 

(a) A private individual with private passenger vehicles 880 
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shall possess a net unencumbered worth of at least $100,000 881 

$40,000. 882 

(b) A person, including any firm, partnership, association, 883 

corporation, or other person, other than a natural person, 884 

shall: 885 

1. Possess a net unencumbered worth of at least $100,000 886 

$40,000 for the first motor vehicle and $50,000 $20,000 for each 887 

additional motor vehicle; or 888 

2. Maintain sufficient net worth, in an amount determined 889 

by the department, to be financially responsible for potential 890 

losses. The department annually shall determine the minimum net 891 

worth sufficient to satisfy this subparagraph as determined 892 

annually by the department, pursuant to rules adopted 893 

promulgated by the department, with the assistance of the Office 894 

of Insurance Regulation of the Financial Services Commission, to 895 

be financially responsible for potential losses. The rules must 896 

consider any shall take into consideration excess insurance 897 

carried by the applicant. The department’s determination must 898 

shall be based upon reasonable actuarial principles considering 899 

the frequency, severity, and loss development of claims incurred 900 

by casualty insurers writing coverage on the type of motor 901 

vehicles for which a certificate of self-insurance is desired. 902 

(c) The owner of a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in 903 

s. 207.002 or s. 320.01, may qualify as a self-insurer subject 904 

to the standards provided for in subparagraph (b)2. 905 

(2) The self-insurance certificate must shall provide 906 

limits of liability insurance in the amounts specified under s. 907 

324.021(7) or s. 627.7415 and shall provide personal injury 908 

protection coverage under s. 627.733(3)(b). 909 
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Section 24. Section 324.251, Florida Statutes, is amended 910 

to read: 911 

324.251 Short title.—This chapter may be cited as the 912 

“Financial Responsibility Law of 2019 1955” and is shall become 913 

effective at 12:01 a.m., January 1, 2020 October 1, 1955. 914 

Section 25. Subsection (4) of section 400.9905, Florida 915 

Statutes, is amended to read: 916 

400.9905 Definitions.— 917 

(4)(a) “Clinic” means an entity where health care services 918 

are provided to individuals and which tenders charges for 919 

reimbursement for such services, including a mobile clinic and a 920 

portable equipment provider. As used in this part, the term does 921 

not include and the licensure requirements of this part do not 922 

apply to: 923 

1.(a) Entities licensed or registered by the state under 924 

chapter 395; entities licensed or registered by the state and 925 

providing only health care services within the scope of services 926 

authorized under their respective licenses under ss. 383.30-927 

383.332, chapter 390, chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter 928 

except part X, chapter 429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 929 

466, chapter 478, chapter 484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal 930 

disease providers authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 405, subpart 931 

U; providers certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B or 932 

subpart H; or any entity that provides neonatal or pediatric 933 

hospital-based health care services or other health care 934 

services by licensed practitioners solely within a hospital 935 

licensed under chapter 395. 936 

2.(b) Entities that own, directly or indirectly, entities 937 

licensed or registered by the state pursuant to chapter 395; 938 
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entities that own, directly or indirectly, entities licensed or 939 

registered by the state and providing only health care services 940 

within the scope of services authorized pursuant to their 941 

respective licenses under ss. 383.30-383.332, chapter 390, 942 

chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter except part X, chapter 943 

429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 466, chapter 478, chapter 944 

484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal disease providers 945 

authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 405, subpart U; providers 946 

certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B or subpart H; or 947 

any entity that provides neonatal or pediatric hospital-based 948 

health care services by licensed practitioners solely within a 949 

hospital licensed under chapter 395. 950 

3.(c) Entities that are owned, directly or indirectly, by 951 

an entity licensed or registered by the state pursuant to 952 

chapter 395; entities that are owned, directly or indirectly, by 953 

an entity licensed or registered by the state and providing only 954 

health care services within the scope of services authorized 955 

pursuant to their respective licenses under ss. 383.30-383.332, 956 

chapter 390, chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter except part 957 

X, chapter 429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 466, chapter 958 

478, chapter 484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal disease 959 

providers authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 405, subpart U; 960 

providers certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B or 961 

subpart H; or any entity that provides neonatal or pediatric 962 

hospital-based health care services by licensed practitioners 963 

solely within a hospital under chapter 395. 964 

4.(d) Entities that are under common ownership, directly or 965 

indirectly, with an entity licensed or registered by the state 966 

pursuant to chapter 395; entities that are under common 967 
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ownership, directly or indirectly, with an entity licensed or 968 

registered by the state and providing only health care services 969 

within the scope of services authorized pursuant to their 970 

respective licenses under ss. 383.30-383.332, chapter 390, 971 

chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter except part X, chapter 972 

429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 466, chapter 478, chapter 973 

484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal disease providers 974 

authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 405, subpart U; providers 975 

certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B or subpart H; or 976 

any entity that provides neonatal or pediatric hospital-based 977 

health care services by licensed practitioners solely within a 978 

hospital licensed under chapter 395. 979 

5.(e) An entity that is exempt from federal taxation under 980 

26 U.S.C. s. 501(c)(3) or (4), an employee stock ownership plan 981 

under 26 U.S.C. s. 409 that has a board of trustees at least 982 

two-thirds of which are Florida-licensed health care 983 

practitioners and provides only physical therapy services under 984 

physician orders, any community college or university clinic, 985 

and any entity owned or operated by the federal or state 986 

government, including agencies, subdivisions, or municipalities 987 

thereof. 988 

6.(f) A sole proprietorship, group practice, partnership, 989 

or corporation that provides health care services by physicians 990 

covered by s. 627.419, that is directly supervised by one or 991 

more of such physicians, and that is wholly owned by one or more 992 

of those physicians or by a physician and the spouse, parent, 993 

child, or sibling of that physician. 994 

7.(g) A sole proprietorship, group practice, partnership, 995 

or corporation that provides health care services by licensed 996 
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health care practitioners under chapter 457, chapter 458, 997 

chapter 459, chapter 460, chapter 461, chapter 462, chapter 463, 998 

chapter 466, chapter 467, chapter 480, chapter 484, chapter 486, 999 

chapter 490, chapter 491, or part I, part III, part X, part 1000 

XIII, or part XIV of chapter 468, or s. 464.012, and that is 1001 

wholly owned by one or more licensed health care practitioners, 1002 

or the licensed health care practitioners set forth in this 1003 

subparagraph and the spouse, parent, child, or sibling of a 1004 

licensed health care practitioner if one of the owners who is a 1005 

licensed health care practitioner is supervising the business 1006 

activities and is legally responsible for the entity’s 1007 

compliance with all federal and state laws. However, a health 1008 

care practitioner may not supervise services beyond the scope of 1009 

the practitioner’s license, except that, for the purposes of 1010 

this part, a clinic owned by a licensee in s. 456.053(3)(b) 1011 

which provides only services authorized pursuant to s. 1012 

456.053(3)(b) may be supervised by a licensee specified in s. 1013 

456.053(3)(b). 1014 

8.(h) Clinical facilities affiliated with an accredited 1015 

medical school at which training is provided for medical 1016 

students, residents, or fellows. 1017 

9.(i) Entities that provide only oncology or radiation 1018 

therapy services by physicians licensed under chapter 458 or 1019 

chapter 459 or entities that provide oncology or radiation 1020 

therapy services by physicians licensed under chapter 458 or 1021 

chapter 459 which are owned by a corporation whose shares are 1022 

publicly traded on a recognized stock exchange. 1023 

10.(j) Clinical facilities affiliated with a college of 1024 

chiropractic accredited by the Council on Chiropractic Education 1025 
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at which training is provided for chiropractic students. 1026 

11.(k) Entities that provide licensed practitioners to 1027 

staff emergency departments or to deliver anesthesia services in 1028 

facilities licensed under chapter 395 and that derive at least 1029 

90 percent of their gross annual revenues from the provision of 1030 

such services. Entities claiming an exemption from licensure 1031 

under this subparagraph must provide documentation demonstrating 1032 

compliance. 1033 

12.(l) Orthotic, prosthetic, pediatric cardiology, or 1034 

perinatology clinical facilities or anesthesia clinical 1035 

facilities that are not otherwise exempt under subparagraph 1. 1036 

or subparagraph 11. paragraph (a) or paragraph (k) and that are 1037 

a publicly traded corporation or are wholly owned, directly or 1038 

indirectly, by a publicly traded corporation. As used in this 1039 

subparagraph, a publicly traded corporation is a corporation 1040 

that issues securities traded on an exchange registered with the 1041 

United States Securities and Exchange Commission as a national 1042 

securities exchange. 1043 

13.(m) Entities that are owned by a corporation that has 1044 

$250 million or more in total annual sales of health care 1045 

services provided by licensed health care practitioners where 1046 

one or more of the persons responsible for the operations of the 1047 

entity is a health care practitioner who is licensed in this 1048 

state and who is responsible for supervising the business 1049 

activities of the entity and is responsible for the entity’s 1050 

compliance with state law for purposes of this part. 1051 

14.(n) Entities that employ 50 or more licensed health care 1052 

practitioners licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 where 1053 

the billing for medical services is under a single tax 1054 
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identification number. The application for exemption under this 1055 

subsection must include shall contain information that includes: 1056 

the name, residence, and business address and telephone phone 1057 

number of the entity that owns the practice; a complete list of 1058 

the names and contact information of all the officers and 1059 

directors of the corporation; the name, residence address, 1060 

business address, and medical license number of each licensed 1061 

Florida health care practitioner employed by the entity; the 1062 

corporate tax identification number of the entity seeking an 1063 

exemption; a listing of health care services to be provided by 1064 

the entity at the health care clinics owned or operated by the 1065 

entity; and a certified statement prepared by an independent 1066 

certified public accountant which states that the entity and the 1067 

health care clinics owned or operated by the entity have not 1068 

received payment for health care services under medical payments 1069 

personal injury protection insurance coverage for the preceding 1070 

year. If the agency determines that an entity that which is 1071 

exempt under this subsection has received payments for medical 1072 

services under medical payments personal injury protection 1073 

insurance coverage, the agency may deny or revoke the exemption 1074 

from licensure under this subsection. 1075 

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) this subsection, an 1076 

entity is shall be deemed a clinic and must be licensed under 1077 

this part in order to receive medical payments coverage 1078 

reimbursement under s. 627.7265 unless the entity is: the 1079 

Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law, ss. 627.730-627.7405, unless 1080 

exempted under s. 627.736(5)(h). 1081 

1. Wholly owned by a physician licensed under chapter 458 1082 

or chapter 459, or by the physician and the spouse, parent, 1083 
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child, or sibling of the physician; 1084 

2. Wholly owned by a dentist licensed under chapter 466, or 1085 

by the dentist and the spouse, parent, child, or sibling of the 1086 

dentist; 1087 

3. Wholly owned by a chiropractic physician licensed under 1088 

chapter 460, or by the chiropractic physician and the spouse, 1089 

parent, child, or sibling of the chiropractic physician; 1090 

4. A hospital or ambulatory surgical center licensed under 1091 

chapter 395; 1092 

5. An entity that wholly owns or is wholly owned, directly 1093 

or indirectly, by a hospital or hospitals licensed under chapter 1094 

395; 1095 

6. A clinical facility affiliated with an accredited 1096 

medical school at which training is provided for medical 1097 

students, residents, or fellows; 1098 

7. Certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart H; or 1099 

8. Owned by a publicly traded corporation, either directly 1100 

or indirectly through its subsidiaries, which has $250 million 1101 

or more in total annual sales of health care services provided 1102 

by licensed health care practitioners, if one or more of the 1103 

persons responsible for the operations of the entity are health 1104 

care practitioners who are licensed in this state and are 1105 

responsible for supervising the business activities of the 1106 

entity and the entity’s compliance with state law for purposes 1107 

of this section. 1108 

Section 26. Subsection (6) of section 400.991, Florida 1109 

Statutes, is amended to read: 1110 

400.991 License requirements; background screenings; 1111 

prohibitions.— 1112 
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(6) All agency forms for licensure application or exemption 1113 

from licensure under this part must contain the following 1114 

statement: 1115 

 1116 

INSURANCE FRAUD NOTICE.—A person commits a fraudulent 1117 

insurance act, as defined in s. 626.989, Florida Statutes, if 1118 

the person who knowingly submits a false, misleading, or 1119 

fraudulent application or other document when applying for 1120 

licensure as a health care clinic, seeking an exemption from 1121 

licensure as a health care clinic, or demonstrating compliance 1122 

with part X of chapter 400, Florida Statutes, with the intent to 1123 

use the license, exemption from licensure, or demonstration of 1124 

compliance to provide services or seek reimbursement under a 1125 

motor vehicle liability insurance policy’s medical payments 1126 

coverage the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law, commits a 1127 

fraudulent insurance act, as defined in s. 626.989, Florida 1128 

Statutes. A person who presents a claim for benefits under 1129 

medical payments coverage, personal injury protection benefits 1130 

knowing that the payee knowingly submitted such health care 1131 

clinic application or document, commits insurance fraud, as 1132 

defined in s. 817.234, Florida Statutes. 1133 

 1134 

Section 27. Paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of section 1135 

400.9935, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1136 

400.9935 Clinic responsibilities.— 1137 

(1) Each clinic shall appoint a medical director or clinic 1138 

director who shall agree in writing to accept legal 1139 

responsibility for the following activities on behalf of the 1140 

clinic. The medical director or the clinic director shall: 1141 
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(g) Conduct systematic reviews of clinic billings to ensure 1142 

that the billings are not fraudulent or unlawful. Upon discovery 1143 

of an unlawful charge, the medical director or clinic director 1144 

shall take immediate corrective action. If the clinic performs 1145 

only the technical component of magnetic resonance imaging, 1146 

static radiographs, computed tomography, or positron emission 1147 

tomography, and provides the professional interpretation of such 1148 

services, in a fixed facility that is accredited by a national 1149 

accrediting organization that is approved by the Centers for 1150 

Medicare and Medicaid Services for magnetic resonance imaging 1151 

and advanced diagnostic imaging services and if, in the 1152 

preceding quarter, the percentage of scans performed by that 1153 

clinic which was billed to motor vehicle all personal injury 1154 

protection insurance carriers under medical payments coverage 1155 

was less than 15 percent, the chief financial officer of the 1156 

clinic may, in a written acknowledgment provided to the agency, 1157 

assume the responsibility for the conduct of the systematic 1158 

reviews of clinic billings to ensure that the billings are not 1159 

fraudulent or unlawful. 1160 

Section 28. Subsection (28) of section 409.901, Florida 1161 

Statutes, is amended to read: 1162 

409.901 Definitions; ss. 409.901-409.920.—As used in ss. 1163 

409.901-409.920, except as otherwise specifically provided, the 1164 

term: 1165 

(28) “Third-party benefit” means any benefit that is or may 1166 

be available at any time through contract, court award, 1167 

judgment, settlement, agreement, or any arrangement between a 1168 

third party and any person or entity, including, without 1169 

limitation, a Medicaid recipient, a provider, another third 1170 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1052 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì579484SÎ579484 

 

Page 42 of 95 

3/11/2019 3:41:07 PM IS.IS.02901 

party, an insurer, or the agency, for any Medicaid-covered 1171 

injury, illness, goods, or services, including costs of medical 1172 

services related thereto, for bodily personal injury or for 1173 

death of the recipient, but specifically excluding policies of 1174 

life insurance policies on the recipient, unless available under 1175 

terms of the policy to pay medical expenses before prior to 1176 

death. The term includes, without limitation, collateral, as 1177 

defined in this section;, health insurance;, any benefit under a 1178 

health maintenance organization, a preferred provider 1179 

arrangement, a prepaid health clinic, liability insurance, 1180 

uninsured motorist insurance, or medical payments coverage; or 1181 

personal injury protection coverage, medical benefits under 1182 

workers’ compensation, and any obligation under law or equity to 1183 

provide medical support. 1184 

Section 29. Paragraph (f) of subsection (11) of section 1185 

409.910, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1186 

409.910 Responsibility for payments on behalf of Medicaid-1187 

eligible persons when other parties are liable.— 1188 

(11) The agency may, as a matter of right, in order to 1189 

enforce its rights under this section, institute, intervene in, 1190 

or join any legal or administrative proceeding in its own name 1191 

in one or more of the following capacities: individually, as 1192 

subrogee of the recipient, as assignee of the recipient, or as 1193 

lienholder of the collateral. 1194 

(f) Notwithstanding any provision in this section to the 1195 

contrary, in the event of an action in tort against a third 1196 

party in which the recipient or his or her legal representative 1197 

is a party which results in a judgment, award, or settlement 1198 

from a third party, the amount recovered shall be distributed as 1199 
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follows: 1200 

1. After attorney attorney’s fees and taxable costs as 1201 

defined by the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, one-half of the 1202 

remaining recovery shall be paid to the agency up to the total 1203 

amount of medical assistance provided by Medicaid. 1204 

2. The remaining amount of the recovery shall be paid to 1205 

the recipient. 1206 

3. For purposes of calculating the agency’s recovery of 1207 

medical assistance benefits paid, the fee for services of an 1208 

attorney retained by the recipient or his or her legal 1209 

representative shall be calculated at 25 percent of the 1210 

judgment, award, or settlement. 1211 

4. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section to 1212 

the contrary, the agency shall be entitled to all medical 1213 

coverage benefits up to the total amount of medical assistance 1214 

provided by Medicaid. For purposes of this paragraph, the term 1215 

“medical coverage” means any benefits under health insurance, a 1216 

health maintenance organization, a preferred provider 1217 

arrangement, or a prepaid health clinic, and the portion of 1218 

benefits designated for medical payments under coverage for 1219 

workers’ compensation coverage, motor vehicle insurance 1220 

coverage, personal injury protection, and casualty coverage. 1221 

Section 30. Paragraph (k) of subsection (2) of section 1222 

456.057, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1223 

456.057 Ownership and control of patient records; report or 1224 

copies of records to be furnished; disclosure of information.— 1225 

(2) As used in this section, the terms “records owner,” 1226 

“health care practitioner,” and “health care practitioner’s 1227 

employer” do not include any of the following persons or 1228 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1052 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì579484SÎ579484 

 

Page 44 of 95 

3/11/2019 3:41:07 PM IS.IS.02901 

entities; furthermore, the following persons or entities are not 1229 

authorized to acquire or own medical records, but are authorized 1230 

under the confidentiality and disclosure requirements of this 1231 

section to maintain those documents required by the part or 1232 

chapter under which they are licensed or regulated: 1233 

(k) Persons or entities practicing under s. 627.7265 s. 1234 

627.736(7). 1235 

Section 31. Paragraphs (ee) and (ff) of subsection (1) of 1236 

section 456.072, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1237 

456.072 Grounds for discipline; penalties; enforcement.— 1238 

(1) The following acts shall constitute grounds for which 1239 

the disciplinary actions specified in subsection (2) may be 1240 

taken: 1241 

(ee) With respect to making a medical payments coverage 1242 

personal injury protection claim under s. 627.7265 as required 1243 

by s. 627.736, intentionally submitting a claim, statement, or 1244 

bill that has been upcoded. As used in this paragraph, the term 1245 

“upcoded” means an action that submits a billing code that would 1246 

result in payment greater in amount than would be paid using a 1247 

billing code that accurately describes the services performed. 1248 

The term does not include an otherwise lawful bill by a magnetic 1249 

resonance imaging facility, which globally combines both 1250 

technical and professional components, if the amount of the 1251 

global bill is not more than the components if billed 1252 

separately; however, payment of such a bill constitutes payment 1253 

in full for all components of such service “upcoded” as defined 1254 

in s. 627.732. 1255 

(ff) With respect to making a medical payments coverage 1256 

personal injury protection claim as required under s. 627.7265 1257 
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by s. 627.736, intentionally submitting a claim, statement, or 1258 

bill for payment of services that were not rendered. 1259 

Section 32. Paragraphs (i) and (o) of subsection (1) of 1260 

section 626.9541, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1261 

626.9541 Unfair methods of competition and unfair or 1262 

deceptive acts or practices defined.— 1263 

(1) UNFAIR METHODS OF COMPETITION AND UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE 1264 

ACTS.—The following are defined as unfair methods of competition 1265 

and unfair or deceptive acts or practices: 1266 

(i) Unfair claim settlement practices.— 1267 

1. Attempting to settle claims on the basis of an 1268 

application, when serving as a binder or intended to become a 1269 

part of the policy, or any other material document which was 1270 

altered without notice to, or knowledge or consent of, the 1271 

insured; 1272 

2. A material misrepresentation made to an insured or any 1273 

other person having an interest in the proceeds payable under 1274 

such contract or policy, for the purpose and with the intent of 1275 

effecting settlement of such claims, loss, or damage under such 1276 

contract or policy on less favorable terms than those provided 1277 

in, and contemplated by, such contract or policy; or 1278 

3. Committing or performing with such frequency as to 1279 

indicate a general business practice any of the following: 1280 

a. Failing to adopt and implement standards for the proper 1281 

investigation of claims; 1282 

b. Misrepresenting pertinent facts or insurance policy 1283 

provisions relating to coverages at issue; 1284 

c. Failing to acknowledge and act promptly upon 1285 

communications with respect to claims; 1286 
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d. Denying claims without conducting reasonable 1287 

investigations based upon available information; 1288 

e. Failing to affirm or deny full or partial coverage of 1289 

claims, and, as to partial coverage, the dollar amount or extent 1290 

of coverage, or failing to provide a written statement that the 1291 

claim is being investigated, upon the written request of the 1292 

insured within 30 days after proof-of-loss statements have been 1293 

completed; 1294 

f. Failing to promptly provide a reasonable explanation in 1295 

writing to the insured of the basis in the insurance policy, in 1296 

relation to the facts or applicable law, for denial of a claim 1297 

or for the offer of a compromise settlement; 1298 

g. Failing to promptly notify the insured of any additional 1299 

information necessary for the processing of a claim; or 1300 

h. Failing to clearly explain the nature of the requested 1301 

information and the reasons why such information is necessary. 1302 

i. Failing to pay personal injury protection insurance 1303 

claims within the time periods required by s. 627.736(4)(b). The 1304 

office may order the insurer to pay restitution to a 1305 

policyholder, medical provider, or other claimant, including 1306 

interest at a rate consistent with the amount set forth in s. 1307 

55.03(1), for the time period within which an insurer fails to 1308 

pay claims as required by law. Restitution is in addition to any 1309 

other penalties allowed by law, including, but not limited to, 1310 

the suspension of the insurer’s certificate of authority. 1311 

4. Failing to pay undisputed amounts of partial or full 1312 

benefits owed under first-party property insurance policies 1313 

within 90 days after an insurer receives notice of a residential 1314 

property insurance claim, determines the amounts of partial or 1315 
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full benefits, and agrees to coverage, unless payment of the 1316 

undisputed benefits is prevented by an act of God, prevented by 1317 

the impossibility of performance, or due to actions by the 1318 

insured or claimant that constitute fraud, lack of cooperation, 1319 

or intentional misrepresentation regarding the claim for which 1320 

benefits are owed. 1321 

(o) Illegal dealings in premiums; excess or reduced charges 1322 

for insurance.— 1323 

1. Knowingly collecting any sum as a premium or charge for 1324 

insurance, which is not then provided, or is not in due course 1325 

to be provided, subject to acceptance of the risk by the 1326 

insurer, by an insurance policy issued by an insurer as 1327 

permitted by this code. 1328 

2. Knowingly collecting as a premium or charge for 1329 

insurance any sum in excess of or less than the premium or 1330 

charge applicable to such insurance, in accordance with the 1331 

applicable classifications and rates as filed with and approved 1332 

by the office, and as specified in the policy; or, in cases when 1333 

classifications, premiums, or rates are not required by this 1334 

code to be so filed and approved, premiums and charges collected 1335 

from a Florida resident in excess of or less than those 1336 

specified in the policy and as fixed by the insurer. 1337 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, this provision shall 1338 

not be deemed to prohibit the charging and collection, by 1339 

surplus lines agents licensed under part VIII of this chapter, 1340 

of the amount of applicable state and federal taxes, or fees as 1341 

authorized by s. 626.916(4), in addition to the premium required 1342 

by the insurer or the charging and collection, by licensed 1343 

agents, of the exact amount of any discount or other such fee 1344 
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charged by a credit card facility in connection with the use of 1345 

a credit card, as authorized by subparagraph (q)3., in addition 1346 

to the premium required by the insurer. This subparagraph shall 1347 

not be construed to prohibit collection of a premium for a 1348 

universal life or a variable or indeterminate value insurance 1349 

policy made in accordance with the terms of the contract. 1350 

3.a. Imposing or requesting an additional premium for 1351 

bodily injury liability coverage, property damage liability 1352 

coverage a policy of motor vehicle liability, personal injury 1353 

protection, medical payments coverage payment, or collision 1354 

coverage in a motor vehicle liability insurance policy insurance 1355 

or any combination thereof or refusing to renew the policy 1356 

solely because the insured was involved in a motor vehicle 1357 

accident unless the insurer’s file contains information from 1358 

which the insurer in good faith determines that the insured was 1359 

substantially at fault in the accident. 1360 

b. An insurer which imposes and collects such a surcharge 1361 

or which refuses to renew such policy shall, in conjunction with 1362 

the notice of premium due or notice of nonrenewal, notify the 1363 

named insured that he or she is entitled to reimbursement of 1364 

such amount or renewal of the policy under the conditions listed 1365 

below and will subsequently reimburse him or her or renew the 1366 

policy, if the named insured demonstrates that the operator 1367 

involved in the accident was: 1368 

(I) Lawfully parked; 1369 

(II) Reimbursed by, or on behalf of, a person responsible 1370 

for the accident or has a judgment against such person; 1371 

(III) Struck in the rear by another vehicle headed in the 1372 

same direction and was not convicted of a moving traffic 1373 
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violation in connection with the accident; 1374 

(IV) Hit by a “hit-and-run” driver, if the accident was 1375 

reported to the proper authorities within 24 hours after 1376 

discovering the accident; 1377 

(V) Not convicted of a moving traffic violation in 1378 

connection with the accident, but the operator of the other 1379 

automobile involved in such accident was convicted of a moving 1380 

traffic violation; 1381 

(VI) Finally adjudicated not to be liable by a court of 1382 

competent jurisdiction; 1383 

(VII) In receipt of a traffic citation which was dismissed 1384 

or nolle prossed; or 1385 

(VIII) Not at fault as evidenced by a written statement 1386 

from the insured establishing facts demonstrating lack of fault 1387 

which are not rebutted by information in the insurer’s file from 1388 

which the insurer in good faith determines that the insured was 1389 

substantially at fault. 1390 

c. In addition to the other provisions of this 1391 

subparagraph, an insurer may not fail to renew a policy if the 1392 

insured has had only one accident in which he or she was at 1393 

fault within the current 3-year period. However, an insurer may 1394 

nonrenew a policy for reasons other than accidents in accordance 1395 

with s. 627.728. This subparagraph does not prohibit nonrenewal 1396 

of a policy under which the insured has had three or more 1397 

accidents, regardless of fault, during the most recent 3-year 1398 

period. 1399 

4. Imposing or requesting an additional premium for, or 1400 

refusing to renew, a policy for motor vehicle insurance solely 1401 

because the insured committed a noncriminal traffic infraction 1402 
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as described in s. 318.14 unless the infraction is: 1403 

a. A second infraction committed within an 18-month period, 1404 

or a third or subsequent infraction committed within a 36-month 1405 

period. 1406 

b. A violation of s. 316.183, when such violation is a 1407 

result of exceeding the lawful speed limit by more than 15 miles 1408 

per hour. 1409 

5. Upon the request of the insured, the insurer and 1410 

licensed agent shall supply to the insured the complete proof of 1411 

fault or other criteria which justifies the additional charge or 1412 

cancellation. 1413 

6. No insurer shall impose or request an additional premium 1414 

for motor vehicle insurance, cancel or refuse to issue a policy, 1415 

or refuse to renew a policy because the insured or the applicant 1416 

is a handicapped or physically disabled person, so long as such 1417 

handicap or physical disability does not substantially impair 1418 

such person’s mechanically assisted driving ability. 1419 

7. No insurer may cancel or otherwise terminate any 1420 

insurance contract or coverage, or require execution of a 1421 

consent to rate endorsement, during the stated policy term for 1422 

the purpose of offering to issue, or issuing, a similar or 1423 

identical contract or coverage to the same insured with the same 1424 

exposure at a higher premium rate or continuing an existing 1425 

contract or coverage with the same exposure at an increased 1426 

premium. 1427 

8. No insurer may issue a nonrenewal notice on any 1428 

insurance contract or coverage, or require execution of a 1429 

consent to rate endorsement, for the purpose of offering to 1430 

issue, or issuing, a similar or identical contract or coverage 1431 
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to the same insured at a higher premium rate or continuing an 1432 

existing contract or coverage at an increased premium without 1433 

meeting any applicable notice requirements. 1434 

9. No insurer shall, with respect to premiums charged for 1435 

motor vehicle insurance, unfairly discriminate solely on the 1436 

basis of age, sex, marital status, or scholastic achievement. 1437 

10. Imposing or requesting an additional premium for motor 1438 

vehicle comprehensive or uninsured motorist coverage solely 1439 

because the insured was involved in a motor vehicle accident or 1440 

was convicted of a moving traffic violation. 1441 

11. No insurer shall cancel or issue a nonrenewal notice on 1442 

any insurance policy or contract without complying with any 1443 

applicable cancellation or nonrenewal provision required under 1444 

the Florida Insurance Code. 1445 

12. No insurer shall impose or request an additional 1446 

premium, cancel a policy, or issue a nonrenewal notice on any 1447 

insurance policy or contract because of any traffic infraction 1448 

when adjudication has been withheld and no points have been 1449 

assessed pursuant to s. 318.14(9) and (10). However, this 1450 

subparagraph does not apply to traffic infractions involving 1451 

accidents in which the insurer has incurred a loss due to the 1452 

fault of the insured. 1453 

Section 33. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 1454 

626.989, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1455 

626.989 Investigation by department or Division of 1456 

Investigative and Forensic Services; compliance; immunity; 1457 

confidential information; reports to division; division 1458 

investigator’s power of arrest.— 1459 

(1) For the purposes of this section: 1460 
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(a) A person commits a “fraudulent insurance act” if the 1461 

person: 1462 

1. Knowingly and with intent to defraud presents, causes to 1463 

be presented, or prepares with knowledge or belief that it will 1464 

be presented, to or by an insurer, self-insurer, self-insurance 1465 

fund, servicing corporation, purported insurer, broker, or any 1466 

agent thereof, any written statement as part of, or in support 1467 

of, an application for the issuance of, or the rating of, any 1468 

insurance policy, or a claim for payment or other benefit 1469 

pursuant to any insurance policy, which the person knows to 1470 

contain materially false information concerning any fact 1471 

material thereto or if the person conceals, for the purpose of 1472 

misleading another, information concerning any fact material 1473 

thereto. 1474 

2. Knowingly submits: 1475 

a. A false, misleading, or fraudulent application or other 1476 

document when applying for licensure as a health care clinic, 1477 

seeking an exemption from licensure as a health care clinic, or 1478 

demonstrating compliance with part X of chapter 400 with an 1479 

intent to use the license, exemption from licensure, or 1480 

demonstration of compliance to provide services or seek 1481 

reimbursement under a motor vehicle liability insurance policy’s 1482 

medical payments coverage the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault 1483 

Law. 1484 

b. A claim for payment or other benefit under medical 1485 

payments coverage pursuant to a personal injury protection 1486 

insurance policy under the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law if 1487 

the person knows that the payee knowingly submitted a false, 1488 

misleading, or fraudulent application or other document when 1489 
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applying for licensure as a health care clinic, seeking an 1490 

exemption from licensure as a health care clinic, or 1491 

demonstrating compliance with part X of chapter 400. 1492 

Section 34. Subsection (1) of section 627.06501, Florida 1493 

Statutes, is amended to read: 1494 

627.06501 Insurance discounts for certain persons 1495 

completing driver improvement course.— 1496 

(1) Any rate, rating schedule, or rating manual for the 1497 

liability, medical payments personal injury protection, and 1498 

collision coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed 1499 

with the office may provide for an appropriate reduction in 1500 

premium charges as to such coverages if when the principal 1501 

operator on the covered vehicle has successfully completed a 1502 

driver improvement course approved and certified by the 1503 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles which is 1504 

effective in reducing crash or violation rates, or both, as 1505 

determined pursuant to s. 318.1451(5). Any discount, not to 1506 

exceed 10 percent, used by an insurer is presumed to be 1507 

appropriate unless credible data demonstrates otherwise. 1508 

Section 35. Subsection (1) of section 627.0652, Florida 1509 

Statutes, is amended to read: 1510 

627.0652 Insurance discounts for certain persons completing 1511 

safety course.— 1512 

(1) Any rates, rating schedules, or rating manuals for the 1513 

liability, medical payments personal injury protection, and 1514 

collision coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed 1515 

with the office must shall provide for an appropriate reduction 1516 

in premium charges as to such coverages if when the principal 1517 

operator on the covered vehicle is an insured 55 years of age or 1518 
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older who has successfully completed a motor vehicle accident 1519 

prevention course approved by the Department of Highway Safety 1520 

and Motor Vehicles. Any discount used by an insurer is presumed 1521 

to be appropriate unless credible data demonstrates otherwise. 1522 

Section 36. Subsections (1), (3), and (6) of section 1523 

627.0653, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1524 

627.0653 Insurance discounts for specified motor vehicle 1525 

equipment.— 1526 

(1) Any rates, rating schedules, or rating manuals for the 1527 

liability, medical payments personal injury protection, and 1528 

collision coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed 1529 

with the office must shall provide a premium discount if the 1530 

insured vehicle is equipped with factory-installed, four-wheel 1531 

antilock brakes. 1532 

(3) Any rates, rating schedules, or rating manuals for 1533 

personal injury protection coverage and medical payments 1534 

coverage, if offered, of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed 1535 

with the office must shall provide a premium discount if the 1536 

insured vehicle is equipped with one or more air bags that which 1537 

are factory installed. 1538 

(6) The Office of Insurance Regulation may approve a 1539 

premium discount to any rates, rating schedules, or rating 1540 

manuals for the liability, medical payments personal injury 1541 

protection, and collision coverages of a motor vehicle insurance 1542 

policy filed with the office if the insured vehicle is equipped 1543 

with autonomous driving technology or electronic vehicle 1544 

collision avoidance technology that is factory installed or a 1545 

retrofitted system and that complies with National Highway 1546 

Traffic Safety Administration standards. 1547 
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Section 37. Section 627.4132, Florida Statutes, is amended 1548 

to read: 1549 

627.4132 Stacking of coverages prohibited.—If an insured or 1550 

named insured is protected by any type of motor vehicle 1551 

insurance policy for bodily injury and property damage 1552 

liability, personal injury protection, or other coverage, the 1553 

policy must shall provide that the insured or named insured is 1554 

protected only to the extent of the coverage she or he has on 1555 

the vehicle involved in the accident. However, if none of the 1556 

insured’s or named insured’s vehicles are is involved in the 1557 

accident, coverage is available only to the extent of coverage 1558 

on any one of the vehicles with applicable coverage. Coverage on 1559 

any other vehicles may shall not be added to or stacked upon 1560 

that coverage. This section does not apply: 1561 

(1) To uninsured motorist coverage that which is separately 1562 

governed by s. 627.727. 1563 

(2) To reduce the coverage available by reason of insurance 1564 

policies insuring different named insureds. 1565 

Section 38. Section 627.7263, Florida Statutes, is amended 1566 

to read: 1567 

627.7263 Rental and leasing driver’s insurance to be 1568 

primary; exception.— 1569 

(1) The valid and collectible liability insurance and 1570 

medical payments coverage or personal injury protection 1571 

insurance providing coverage for the lessor of a motor vehicle 1572 

for rent or lease is primary unless otherwise stated in at least 1573 

10-point type on the face of the rental or lease agreement. Such 1574 

insurance is primary for the limits of liability and personal 1575 

injury protection coverage as required by s. 324.021(7) and the 1576 
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medical payments coverage limit specified under s. 627.7265 ss. 1577 

324.021(7) and 627.736. 1578 

(2) If the lessee’s coverage is to be primary, the rental 1579 

or lease agreement must contain the following language, in at 1580 

least 10-point type: 1581 

 1582 

“The valid and collectible liability insurance and medical 1583 

payments coverage personal injury protection insurance of an any 1584 

authorized rental or leasing driver is primary for the limits of 1585 

liability and personal injury protection coverage required under 1586 

section 324.021(7), Florida Statutes, and the medical payments 1587 

coverage limit specified under section 627.7265 by ss. 1588 

324.021(7) and 627.736, Florida Statutes.” 1589 

Section 39. Section 627.7265, Florida Statutes, is created 1590 

to read: 1591 

627.7265 Motor vehicle insurance; medical payments 1592 

coverage.— 1593 

(1) Medical payments coverage must protect the named 1594 

insured, resident relatives, persons operating the insured motor 1595 

vehicle, passengers in the insured motor vehicle, and persons 1596 

who are struck by the insured motor vehicle and suffer bodily 1597 

injury while not an occupant of a self-propelled motor vehicle 1598 

at a limit of at least $5,000 for medical expense incurred due 1599 

to bodily injury, sickness, or disease arising out of the 1600 

ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle. The coverage 1601 

must provide an additional death benefit of at least $5,000. 1602 

(a) Before issuing a motor vehicle liability insurance 1603 

policy that is furnished as proof of financial responsibility 1604 

under s. 324.031, the insurer must offer medical payments 1605 
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coverage at limits of $5,000 and $10,000. The insurer may also 1606 

offer medical payments coverage at limits greater than $5,000. 1607 

(b) The medical payments coverage must be offered with an 1608 

option with no deductible. The insurer may also offer medical 1609 

payments coverage with a deductible not to exceed $500. 1610 

(c) Each motor vehicle liability insurance policy that is 1611 

furnished as proof of financial responsibility under s. 324.031 1612 

is deemed to have: 1613 

1. Medical payments coverage to a limit of $10,000, unless 1614 

the insurer obtains the policyholder’s written refusal of 1615 

medical payments coverage or written selection of medical 1616 

payments coverage at a limit other than $10,000. The rejection 1617 

or selection of coverage at a limit other than $10,000 must be 1618 

made on a form approved by the office. 1619 

2. No medical payments coverage deductible, unless the 1620 

insurer obtains the policyholder’s written selection of a 1621 

deductible of up to $500. The selection of a deductible must be 1622 

made on a form approved by the office. 1623 

(d)1. The forms in subparagraphs (c)1. and 2. must fully 1624 

advise the applicant of the nature of the coverage being 1625 

rejected or the policy limit or deductible being selected. If 1626 

such form is signed by a named insured, it is conclusively 1627 

presumed that there was an informed, knowing rejection of the 1628 

coverage or election of the policy limit or deductible selected. 1629 

2. Unless the policyholder requests in writing the coverage 1630 

specified in this section, it need not be provided in or 1631 

supplemental to any other policy that renews, insures, extends, 1632 

changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing policy if the 1633 

policyholder has rejected the coverage specified in this section 1634 
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or has selected an alternative coverage limit or deductible. At 1635 

least annually, the insurer shall provide the policyholder with 1636 

a notice of the availability of such coverage in a form approved 1637 

by the office. Such notice must be part of, and attached to, the 1638 

notice of premium and must provide for a means to allow the 1639 

insured to request medical payments coverage at the limits and 1640 

deductibles required to be offered under this section. The 1641 

notice must be given in a manner approved by the office. Receipt 1642 

of this notice does not constitute an affirmative waiver of the 1643 

insured’s right to medical payments coverage if the insured has 1644 

not signed a selection or rejection form. 1645 

(e) This section may not be construed to limit any other 1646 

coverage made available by an insurer. 1647 

(2) Upon receiving notice of an accident that is 1648 

potentially covered by medical payments coverage benefits, the 1649 

insurer must reserve $5,000 of medical payments coverage 1650 

benefits for payment to physicians licensed under chapter 458 or 1651 

chapter 459 or dentists licensed under chapter 466 who provide 1652 

emergency services and care, as defined in s. 395.002, or who 1653 

provide hospital inpatient care. The amount required to be held 1654 

in reserve may be used only to pay claims from such physicians 1655 

or dentists until 30 days after the date the insurer receives 1656 

notice of the accident. After the 30-day period, any amount of 1657 

the reserve for which the insurer has not received notice of 1658 

such claims may be used by the insurer to pay other claims. This 1659 

subsection does not require an insurer to establish a claim 1660 

reserve for insurance accounting purposes. 1661 

(3) An insurer providing medical payments coverage benefits 1662 

may not have a: 1663 
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(a) Lien on any recovery in tort by judgment, settlement, 1664 

or otherwise for medical payments coverage benefits, whether 1665 

suit has been filed or settlement has been reached without suit; 1666 

(b) Cause of action against an alleged tortfeasor for 1667 

benefits paid under medical payments coverage; or 1668 

(c) Cause of action against a person to whom or for whom 1669 

medical payments coverage benefits were paid, except when 1670 

medical payments coverage benefits are paid by reason of fraud 1671 

by such person. 1672 

Section 40. Subsections (1) and (7) of section 627.727, 1673 

Florida Statutes, are amended, and present subsections (8), (9), 1674 

and (10) of that section are redesignated as subsections (7), 1675 

(8), and (9), respectively, to read: 1676 

627.727 Motor vehicle insurance; uninsured and underinsured 1677 

vehicle coverage; insolvent insurer protection.— 1678 

(1) A No motor vehicle liability insurance policy that 1679 

which provides bodily injury liability coverage may not shall be 1680 

delivered or issued for delivery in this state with respect to 1681 

any specifically insured or identified motor vehicle registered 1682 

or principally garaged in this state, unless uninsured motor 1683 

vehicle coverage is provided therein or supplemental thereto for 1684 

the protection of persons insured thereunder who are legally 1685 

entitled to recover damages from owners or operators of 1686 

uninsured motor vehicles because of bodily injury, sickness, or 1687 

disease, including death, resulting therefrom. However, the 1688 

coverage required under this section is not applicable if when, 1689 

or to the extent that, an insured named in the policy makes a 1690 

written rejection of the coverage on behalf of all insureds 1691 

under the policy. If When a motor vehicle is leased for a period 1692 
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of 1 year or longer and the lessor of such vehicle, by the terms 1693 

of the lease contract, provides liability coverage on the leased 1694 

vehicle, the lessee of such vehicle has shall have the sole 1695 

privilege to reject uninsured motorist coverage or to select 1696 

lower limits than the bodily injury liability limits, regardless 1697 

of whether the lessor is qualified as a self-insurer pursuant to 1698 

s. 324.171. Unless an insured, or a lessee having the privilege 1699 

of rejecting uninsured motorist coverage, requests such coverage 1700 

or requests higher uninsured motorist limits in writing, the 1701 

coverage or such higher uninsured motorist limits need not be 1702 

provided in or supplemental to any other policy that which 1703 

renews, extends, changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing 1704 

policy with the same bodily injury liability limits when an 1705 

insured or lessee had rejected the coverage. When an insured or 1706 

lessee has initially selected limits of uninsured motorist 1707 

coverage lower than her or his bodily injury liability limits, 1708 

higher limits of uninsured motorist coverage need not be 1709 

provided in or supplemental to any other policy that which 1710 

renews, extends, changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing 1711 

policy with the same bodily injury liability limits unless an 1712 

insured requests higher uninsured motorist coverage in writing. 1713 

The rejection or selection of lower limits must shall be made on 1714 

a form approved by the office. The form must shall fully advise 1715 

the applicant of the nature of the coverage and must shall state 1716 

that the coverage is equal to bodily injury liability limits 1717 

unless lower limits are requested or the coverage is rejected. 1718 

The heading of the form must shall be in 12-point bold type and 1719 

must shall state: “You are electing not to purchase certain 1720 

valuable coverage that which protects you and your family or you 1721 
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are purchasing uninsured motorist limits less than your bodily 1722 

injury liability limits when you sign this form. Please read 1723 

carefully.” If this form is signed by a named insured, it will 1724 

be conclusively presumed that there was an informed, knowing 1725 

rejection of coverage or election of lower limits on behalf of 1726 

all insureds. The insurer shall notify the named insured at 1727 

least annually of her or his options as to the coverage required 1728 

by this section. Such notice must shall be part of, and attached 1729 

to, the notice of premium, must shall provide for a means to 1730 

allow the insured to request such coverage, and must shall be 1731 

given in a manner approved by the office. Receipt of this notice 1732 

does not constitute an affirmative waiver of the insured’s right 1733 

to uninsured motorist coverage if where the insured has not 1734 

signed a selection or rejection form. The coverage described 1735 

under this section must shall be over and above, but may shall 1736 

not duplicate, the benefits available to an insured under any 1737 

workers’ compensation law, personal injury protection benefits, 1738 

disability benefits law, or similar law; under any automobile 1739 

medical payments expense coverage; under any motor vehicle 1740 

liability insurance coverage; or from the owner or operator of 1741 

the uninsured motor vehicle or any other person or organization 1742 

jointly or severally liable together with such owner or operator 1743 

for the accident,; and such coverage must shall cover the 1744 

difference, if any, between the sum of such benefits and the 1745 

damages sustained, up to the maximum amount of such coverage 1746 

provided under this section. The amount of coverage available 1747 

under this section may shall not be reduced by a setoff against 1748 

any coverage, including liability insurance. Such coverage does 1749 

shall not inure directly or indirectly to the benefit of any 1750 
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workers’ compensation or disability benefits carrier or any 1751 

person or organization qualifying as a self-insurer under any 1752 

workers’ compensation or disability benefits law or similar law. 1753 

(7) The legal liability of an uninsured motorist coverage 1754 

insurer does not include damages in tort for pain, suffering, 1755 

mental anguish, and inconvenience unless the injury or disease 1756 

is described in one or more of paragraphs (a)-(d) of s. 1757 

627.737(2). 1758 

Section 41. Subsection (1) and paragraphs (a) and (b) of 1759 

subsection (2) of section 627.7275, Florida Statutes, are 1760 

amended to read: 1761 

627.7275 Motor vehicle liability.— 1762 

(1) A motor vehicle insurance policy providing personal 1763 

injury protection as set forth in s. 627.736 may not be 1764 

delivered or issued for delivery in this state for a with 1765 

respect to any specifically insured or identified motor vehicle 1766 

registered or principally garaged in this state must provide 1767 

bodily injury liability coverage and unless the policy also 1768 

provides coverage for property damage liability coverage as 1769 

required under by s. 324.022. 1770 

(2)(a) Insurers writing motor vehicle insurance in this 1771 

state shall make available, subject to the insurers’ usual 1772 

underwriting restrictions: 1773 

1. Coverage under policies as described in subsection (1) 1774 

to an applicant for private passenger motor vehicle insurance 1775 

coverage who is seeking the coverage in order to reinstate the 1776 

applicant’s driving privileges in this state if the driving 1777 

privileges were revoked or suspended pursuant to s. 316.646 or 1778 

s. 324.0221 due to the failure of the applicant to maintain 1779 
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required security. 1780 

2. Coverage under policies as described in subsection (1), 1781 

which includes bodily injury also provides liability coverage 1782 

and property damage liability coverage, for bodily injury, 1783 

death, and property damage arising out of the ownership, 1784 

maintenance, or use of the motor vehicle in an amount not less 1785 

than the minimum limits required under described in s. 1786 

324.021(7) or s. 324.023 and which conforms to the requirements 1787 

of s. 324.151, to an applicant for private passenger motor 1788 

vehicle insurance coverage who is seeking the coverage in order 1789 

to reinstate the applicant’s driving privileges in this state 1790 

after such privileges were revoked or suspended under s. 316.193 1791 

or s. 322.26(2) for driving under the influence. 1792 

(b) The policies described in paragraph (a) must shall be 1793 

issued for at least 6 months and, as to the minimum coverages 1794 

required under this section, may not be canceled by the insured 1795 

for any reason or by the insurer after 60 days, during which 1796 

period the insurer is completing the underwriting of the policy. 1797 

After the insurer has completed underwriting the policy, the 1798 

insurer shall notify the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 1799 

Vehicles that the policy is in full force and effect and is not 1800 

cancelable for the remainder of the policy period. A premium 1801 

must shall be collected and the coverage is in effect for the 1802 

60-day period during which the insurer is completing the 1803 

underwriting of the policy, whether or not the person’s driver 1804 

license, motor vehicle tag, and motor vehicle registration are 1805 

in effect. Once the noncancelable provisions of the policy 1806 

become effective, the bodily injury liability and property 1807 

damage liability coverages for bodily injury, property damage, 1808 
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and personal injury protection may not be reduced below the 1809 

minimum limits required under s. 324.021 or s. 324.023 during 1810 

the policy period. 1811 

Section 42. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 1812 

627.728, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1813 

627.728 Cancellations; nonrenewals.— 1814 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 1815 

(a) “Policy” means the bodily injury and property damage 1816 

liability, personal injury protection, medical payments, 1817 

comprehensive, collision, and uninsured motorist coverage 1818 

portions of a policy of motor vehicle insurance delivered or 1819 

issued for delivery in this state: 1820 

1. Insuring a natural person as named insured or one or 1821 

more related individuals who are residents resident of the same 1822 

household; and 1823 

2. Insuring only a motor vehicle of the private passenger 1824 

type or station wagon type which is not used as a public or 1825 

livery conveyance for passengers or rented to others; or 1826 

insuring any other four-wheel motor vehicle having a load 1827 

capacity of 1,500 pounds or less which is not used in the 1828 

occupation, profession, or business of the insured other than 1829 

farming; other than any policy issued under an automobile 1830 

insurance assigned risk plan or covering garage, automobile 1831 

sales agency, repair shop, service station, or public parking 1832 

place operation hazards. 1833 

 1834 

The term “policy” does not include a binder as defined in 1835 

s. 627.420 unless the duration of the binder period exceeds 60 1836 

days. 1837 
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Section 43. Subsection (1), paragraph (a) of subsection 1838 

(5), and subsections (6) and (7) of section 627.7295, Florida 1839 

Statutes, are amended to read: 1840 

627.7295 Motor vehicle insurance contracts.— 1841 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 1842 

(a) “Policy” means a motor vehicle insurance policy that 1843 

provides bodily injury liability personal injury protection 1844 

coverage and, property damage liability coverage, or both. 1845 

(b) “Binder” means a binder that provides motor vehicle 1846 

bodily injury liability coverage personal injury protection and 1847 

property damage liability coverage. 1848 

(5)(a) A licensed general lines agent may charge a per-1849 

policy fee up to not to exceed $10 to cover the administrative 1850 

costs of the agent associated with selling the motor vehicle 1851 

insurance policy if the policy covers only bodily injury 1852 

liability coverage personal injury protection coverage as 1853 

provided by s. 627.736 and property damage liability coverage as 1854 

provided by s. 627.7275 and if no other insurance is sold or 1855 

issued in conjunction with or collateral to the policy. The fee 1856 

is not considered part of the premium. 1857 

(6) If a motor vehicle owner’s driver license, license 1858 

plate, and registration have previously been suspended pursuant 1859 

to s. 316.646 or s. 627.733, an insurer may cancel a new policy 1860 

only as provided in s. 627.7275. 1861 

(7) A policy of private passenger motor vehicle insurance 1862 

or a binder for such a policy may be initially issued in this 1863 

state only if, before the effective date of such binder or 1864 

policy, the insurer or agent has collected from the insured an 1865 

amount equal to 2 months’ premium from the insured. An insurer, 1866 
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agent, or premium finance company may not, directly or 1867 

indirectly, take any action that results resulting in the 1868 

insured paying having paid from the insured’s own funds an 1869 

amount less than the 2 months’ premium required by this 1870 

subsection. This subsection applies without regard to whether 1871 

the premium is financed by a premium finance company or is paid 1872 

pursuant to a periodic payment plan of an insurer or an 1873 

insurance agent. 1874 

(a) This subsection does not apply: 1875 

1. If an insured or member of the insured’s family is 1876 

renewing or replacing a policy or a binder for such policy 1877 

written by the same insurer or a member of the same insurer 1878 

group. This subsection does not apply 1879 

2. To an insurer that issues private passenger motor 1880 

vehicle coverage primarily to active duty or former military 1881 

personnel or their dependents. This subsection does not apply 1882 

3. If all policy payments are paid pursuant to a payroll 1883 

deduction plan, an automatic electronic funds transfer payment 1884 

plan from the policyholder, or a recurring credit card or debit 1885 

card agreement with the insurer. 1886 

(b) This subsection and subsection (4) do not apply if: 1887 

1. All policy payments to an insurer are paid pursuant to 1888 

an automatic electronic funds transfer payment plan from an 1889 

agent, a managing general agent, or a premium finance company 1890 

and if the policy includes, at a minimum, bodily injury 1891 

liability coverage and personal injury protection pursuant to 1892 

ss. 627.730-627.7405; motor vehicle property damage liability 1893 

coverage pursuant to s. 627.7275; or and bodily injury liability 1894 

in at least the amount of $10,000 because of bodily injury to, 1895 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1052 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì579484SÎ579484 

 

Page 67 of 95 

3/11/2019 3:41:07 PM IS.IS.02901 

or death of, one person in any one accident and in the amount of 1896 

$20,000 because of bodily injury to, or death of, two or more 1897 

persons in any one accident. This subsection and subsection (4) 1898 

do not apply if 1899 

2. An insured has had a policy in effect for at least 6 1900 

months, the insured’s agent is terminated by the insurer that 1901 

issued the policy, and the insured obtains coverage on the 1902 

policy’s renewal date with a new company through the terminated 1903 

agent. 1904 

Section 44. Section 627.7415, Florida Statutes, is amended 1905 

to read: 1906 

627.7415 Commercial motor vehicles; additional liability 1907 

insurance coverage.—Beginning January 1, 2020, commercial motor 1908 

vehicles, as defined in s. 207.002 or s. 320.01, operated upon 1909 

the roads and highways of this state must shall be insured with 1910 

the following minimum levels of combined bodily liability 1911 

insurance and property damage liability insurance in addition to 1912 

any other insurance requirements: 1913 

(1) Sixty Fifty thousand dollars per occurrence for a 1914 

commercial motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 1915 

pounds or more, but less than 35,000 pounds. 1916 

(2) One hundred twenty thousand dollars per occurrence for 1917 

a commercial motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of 35,000 1918 

pounds or more, but less than 44,000 pounds. 1919 

(3) Three hundred thousand dollars per occurrence for a 1920 

commercial motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of 44,000 1921 

pounds or more. 1922 

(4) All commercial motor vehicles subject to regulations of 1923 

the United States Department of Transportation, 49 C.F.R. part 1924 
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387, subpart A, and as may be hereinafter amended, shall be 1925 

insured in an amount equivalent to the minimum levels of 1926 

financial responsibility as set forth in such regulations. 1927 

 1928 

A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic 1929 

infraction, punishable as a nonmoving violation as provided in 1930 

chapter 318. 1931 

Section 45. Paragraphs (b), (c), and (g) of subsection (7) 1932 

and paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (8) of section 627.748, 1933 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1934 

627.748 Transportation network companies.— 1935 

(7) TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANY AND TNC DRIVER INSURANCE 1936 

REQUIREMENTS.— 1937 

(b) The following automobile insurance requirements apply 1938 

while a participating TNC driver is logged on to the digital 1939 

network but is not engaged in a prearranged ride: 1940 

1. Automobile insurance that provides: 1941 

a. A primary automobile liability coverage of at least 1942 

$50,000 for death and bodily injury per person, $100,000 for 1943 

death and bodily injury per incident, and $25,000 for property 1944 

damage; and 1945 

b. Personal injury protection benefits that meet the 1946 

minimum coverage amounts required under ss. 627.730-627.7405; 1947 

and 1948 

c. Uninsured and underinsured vehicle coverage as required 1949 

by s. 627.727. 1950 

2. The coverage requirements of this paragraph may be 1951 

satisfied by any of the following: 1952 

a. Automobile insurance maintained by the TNC driver; 1953 
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b. Automobile insurance maintained by the TNC; or 1954 

c. A combination of sub-subparagraphs a. and b. 1955 

(c) The following automobile insurance requirements apply 1956 

while a TNC driver is engaged in a prearranged ride: 1957 

1. Automobile insurance that provides: 1958 

a. A primary automobile liability coverage of at least $1 1959 

million for death, bodily injury, and property damage; and 1960 

b. Personal injury protection benefits that meet the 1961 

minimum coverage amounts required of a limousine under ss. 1962 

627.730-627.7405; and 1963 

c. Uninsured and underinsured vehicle coverage as required 1964 

by s. 627.727. 1965 

2. The coverage requirements of this paragraph may be 1966 

satisfied by any of the following: 1967 

a. Automobile insurance maintained by the TNC driver; 1968 

b. Automobile insurance maintained by the TNC; or 1969 

c. A combination of sub-subparagraphs a. and b. 1970 

(g) Insurance satisfying the requirements under this 1971 

subsection is deemed to satisfy the financial responsibility 1972 

requirement for a motor vehicle under chapter 324 and the 1973 

security required under s. 627.733 for any period when the TNC 1974 

driver is logged onto the digital network or engaged in a 1975 

prearranged ride. 1976 

(8) TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANY AND INSURER; DISCLOSURE; 1977 

EXCLUSIONS.— 1978 

(a) Before a TNC driver is allowed to accept a request for 1979 

a prearranged ride on the digital network, the TNC must disclose 1980 

in writing to the TNC driver: 1981 

1. The insurance coverage, including the types of coverage 1982 
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and the limits for each coverage, which the TNC provides while 1983 

the TNC driver uses a TNC vehicle in connection with the TNC’s 1984 

digital network. 1985 

2. That the TNC driver’s own automobile insurance policy 1986 

might not provide any coverage while the TNC driver is logged on 1987 

to the digital network or is engaged in a prearranged ride, 1988 

depending on the terms of the TNC driver’s own automobile 1989 

insurance policy. 1990 

3. That the provision of rides for compensation which are 1991 

not prearranged rides subjects the driver to the coverage 1992 

requirements imposed under s. 324.032(1) and (2) and that 1993 

failure to meet such coverage requirements subjects the TNC 1994 

driver to penalties provided in s. 324.221, up to and including 1995 

a misdemeanor of the second degree. 1996 

(b)1. An insurer that provides an automobile liability 1997 

insurance policy under this part may exclude any and all 1998 

coverage afforded under the policy issued to an owner or 1999 

operator of a TNC vehicle while driving that vehicle for any 2000 

loss or injury that occurs while a TNC driver is logged on to a 2001 

digital network or while a TNC driver provides a prearranged 2002 

ride. Exclusions imposed under this subsection are limited to 2003 

coverage while a TNC driver is logged on to a digital network or 2004 

while a TNC driver provides a prearranged ride. This right to 2005 

exclude all coverage may apply to any coverage included in an 2006 

automobile insurance policy, including, but not limited to: 2007 

a. Liability coverage for bodily injury and property 2008 

damage; 2009 

b. Uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage; 2010 

c. Medical payments coverage; 2011 
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d. Comprehensive physical damage coverage; and 2012 

e. Collision physical damage coverage; and 2013 

f. Personal injury protection. 2014 

2. The exclusions described in subparagraph 1. apply 2015 

notwithstanding any requirement under chapter 324. These 2016 

exclusions do not affect or diminish coverage otherwise 2017 

available for permissive drivers or resident relatives under the 2018 

personal automobile insurance policy of the TNC driver or owner 2019 

of the TNC vehicle who are not occupying the TNC vehicle at the 2020 

time of loss. This section does not require that a personal 2021 

automobile insurance policy provide coverage while the TNC 2022 

driver is logged on to a digital network, while the TNC driver 2023 

is engaged in a prearranged ride, or while the TNC driver 2024 

otherwise uses a vehicle to transport riders for compensation. 2025 

3. This section must not be construed to require an insurer 2026 

to use any particular policy language or reference to this 2027 

section in order to exclude any and all coverage for any loss or 2028 

injury that occurs while a TNC driver is logged on to a digital 2029 

network or while a TNC driver provides a prearranged ride. 2030 

4. This section does not preclude an insurer from providing 2031 

primary or excess coverage for the TNC driver’s vehicle by 2032 

contract or endorsement. 2033 

Section 46. Section 627.8405, Florida Statutes, is amended 2034 

to read: 2035 

627.8405 Prohibited acts; financing companies.—A No premium 2036 

finance company shall, in a premium finance agreement or other 2037 

agreement, may not finance the cost of or otherwise provide for 2038 

the collection or remittance of dues, assessments, fees, or 2039 

other periodic payments of money for the cost of: 2040 
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(1) A membership in an automobile club. The term 2041 

“automobile club” means a legal entity that which, in 2042 

consideration of dues, assessments, or periodic payments of 2043 

money, promises its members or subscribers to assist them in 2044 

matters relating to the ownership, operation, use, or 2045 

maintenance of a motor vehicle; however, the term this 2046 

definition of “automobile club” does not include persons, 2047 

associations, or corporations which are organized and operated 2048 

solely for the purpose of conducting, sponsoring, or sanctioning 2049 

motor vehicle races, exhibitions, or contests upon racetracks, 2050 

or upon racecourses established and marked as such for the 2051 

duration of such particular events. The term words “motor 2052 

vehicle” used herein has have the same meaning as defined in 2053 

chapter 320. 2054 

(2) An accidental death and dismemberment policy sold in 2055 

combination with a policy providing only bodily injury liability 2056 

coverage personal injury protection and property damage 2057 

liability coverage only policy. 2058 

(3) Any product not regulated under the provisions of this 2059 

insurance code. 2060 

 2061 

This section also applies to premium financing by any 2062 

insurance agent or insurance company under part XVI. The 2063 

commission shall adopt rules to assure disclosure, at the time 2064 

of sale, of coverages financed with personal injury protection 2065 

and shall prescribe the form of such disclosure. 2066 

Section 47. Subsection (1) of section 627.915, Florida 2067 

Statutes, is amended to read: 2068 

627.915 Insurer experience reporting.— 2069 
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(1) Each insurer transacting private passenger automobile 2070 

insurance in this state shall report certain information 2071 

annually to the office. The information will be due on or before 2072 

July 1 of each year. The information must shall be divided into 2073 

the following categories: bodily injury liability; property 2074 

damage liability; uninsured motorist; personal injury protection 2075 

benefits; medical payments; and comprehensive and collision. The 2076 

information given must shall be on direct insurance writings in 2077 

the state alone and shall represent total limits data. The 2078 

information set forth in paragraphs (a)-(f) is applicable to 2079 

voluntary private passenger and Joint Underwriting Association 2080 

private passenger writings and must shall be reported for each 2081 

of the latest 3 calendar-accident years, with an evaluation date 2082 

of March 31 of the current year. The information set forth in 2083 

paragraphs (g)-(j) is applicable to voluntary private passenger 2084 

writings and must shall be reported on a calendar-accident year 2085 

basis ultimately seven times at seven different stages of 2086 

development. 2087 

(a) Premiums earned for the latest 3 calendar-accident 2088 

years. 2089 

(b) Loss development factors and the historic development 2090 

of those factors. 2091 

(c) Policyholder dividends incurred. 2092 

(d) Expenses for other acquisition and general expense. 2093 

(e) Expenses for agents’ commissions and taxes, licenses, 2094 

and fees. 2095 

(f) Profit and contingency factors as utilized in the 2096 

insurer’s automobile rate filings for the applicable years. 2097 

(g) Losses paid. 2098 
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(h) Losses unpaid. 2099 

(i) Loss adjustment expenses paid. 2100 

(j) Loss adjustment expenses unpaid. 2101 

Section 48. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 628.909, 2102 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 2103 

628.909 Applicability of other laws.— 2104 

(2) The following provisions of the Florida Insurance Code 2105 

apply to captive insurance companies that who are not industrial 2106 

insured captive insurance companies to the extent that such 2107 

provisions are not inconsistent with this part: 2108 

(a) Chapter 624, except for ss. 624.407, 624.408, 624.4085, 2109 

624.40851, 624.4095, 624.411, 624.425, and 624.426. 2110 

(b) Chapter 625, part II. 2111 

(c) Chapter 626, part IX. 2112 

(d) Sections 627.730-627.7405, when no-fault coverage is 2113 

provided. 2114 

(e) Chapter 628. 2115 

(3) The following provisions of the Florida Insurance Code 2116 

shall apply to industrial insured captive insurance companies to 2117 

the extent that such provisions are not inconsistent with this 2118 

part: 2119 

(a) Chapter 624, except for ss. 624.407, 624.408, 624.4085, 2120 

624.40851, 624.4095, 624.411, 624.425, 624.426, and 624.609(1). 2121 

(b) Chapter 625, part II, if the industrial insured captive 2122 

insurance company is incorporated in this state. 2123 

(c) Chapter 626, part IX. 2124 

(d) Sections 627.730-627.7405 when no-fault coverage is 2125 

provided. 2126 

(e) Chapter 628, except for ss. 628.341, 628.351, and 2127 
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628.6018. 2128 

Section 49. Subsections (2), (6), and (7) of section 2129 

705.184, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 2130 

705.184 Derelict or abandoned motor vehicles on the 2131 

premises of public-use airports.— 2132 

(2) The airport director or the director’s designee shall 2133 

contact the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to 2134 

notify that department that the airport has possession of the 2135 

abandoned or derelict motor vehicle and to determine the name 2136 

and address of the owner of the motor vehicle, the insurance 2137 

company insuring the motor vehicle, notwithstanding the 2138 

provisions of s. 627.736, and any person who has filed a lien on 2139 

the motor vehicle. Within 7 business days after receipt of the 2140 

information, the director or the director’s designee shall send 2141 

notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner 2142 

of the motor vehicle, the insurance company insuring the motor 2143 

vehicle, notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, and all 2144 

persons of record claiming a lien against the motor vehicle. The 2145 

notice must shall state the fact of possession of the motor 2146 

vehicle, that charges for reasonable towing, storage, and 2147 

parking fees, if any, have accrued and the amount thereof, that 2148 

a lien as provided in subsection (6) will be claimed, that the 2149 

lien is subject to enforcement pursuant to law, that the owner 2150 

or lienholder, if any, has the right to a hearing as set forth 2151 

in subsection (4), and that any motor vehicle which, at the end 2152 

of 30 calendar days after receipt of the notice, has not been 2153 

removed from the airport upon payment in full of all accrued 2154 

charges for reasonable towing, storage, and parking fees, if 2155 

any, may be disposed of as provided in s. 705.182(2)(a), (b), 2156 
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(d), or (e), including, but not limited to, the motor vehicle 2157 

being sold free of all prior liens after 35 calendar days after 2158 

the time the motor vehicle is stored if any prior liens on the 2159 

motor vehicle are more than 5 years of age or after 50 calendar 2160 

days after the time the motor vehicle is stored if any prior 2161 

liens on the motor vehicle are 5 years of age or less. 2162 

(6) The airport pursuant to this section or, if used, a 2163 

licensed independent wrecker company pursuant to s. 713.78 shall 2164 

have a lien on an abandoned or derelict motor vehicle for all 2165 

reasonable towing, storage, and accrued parking fees, if any, 2166 

except that no storage fee may shall be charged if the motor 2167 

vehicle is stored less than 6 hours. As a prerequisite to 2168 

perfecting a lien under this section, the airport director or 2169 

the director’s designee must serve a notice in accordance with 2170 

subsection (2) on the owner of the motor vehicle, the insurance 2171 

company insuring the motor vehicle, notwithstanding the 2172 

provisions of s. 627.736, and all persons of record claiming a 2173 

lien against the motor vehicle. If attempts to notify the owner, 2174 

the insurance company insuring the motor vehicle, 2175 

notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, or lienholders are 2176 

not successful, the requirement of notice by mail shall be 2177 

considered met. Serving of the notice does not dispense with 2178 

recording the claim of lien. 2179 

(7)(a) For the purpose of perfecting its lien under this 2180 

section, the airport shall record a claim of lien which states 2181 

shall state: 2182 

1. The name and address of the airport. 2183 

2. The name of the owner of the motor vehicle, the 2184 

insurance company insuring the motor vehicle, notwithstanding 2185 
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the provisions of s. 627.736, and all persons of record claiming 2186 

a lien against the motor vehicle. 2187 

3. The costs incurred from reasonable towing, storage, and 2188 

parking fees, if any. 2189 

4. A description of the motor vehicle sufficient for 2190 

identification. 2191 

(b) The claim of lien must shall be signed and sworn to or 2192 

affirmed by the airport director or the director’s designee. 2193 

(c) The claim of lien is shall be sufficient if it is in 2194 

substantially the following form: 2195 

 2196 

CLAIM OF LIEN 2197 

State of ........ 2198 

County of ........ 2199 

Before me, the undersigned notary public, personally 2200 

appeared ........, who was duly sworn and says that he/she is 2201 

the ........ of ............, whose address is........; and that 2202 

the following described motor vehicle: 2203 

...(Description of motor vehicle)... 2204 

owned by ........, whose address is ........, has accrued 2205 

$........ in fees for a reasonable tow, for storage, and for 2206 

parking, if applicable; that the lienor served its notice to the 2207 

owner, the insurance company insuring the motor vehicle 2208 

notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, Florida Statutes, 2209 

and all persons of record claiming a lien against the motor 2210 

vehicle on ...., ...(year)..., by......... 2211 

...(Signature)... 2212 

Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me this .... 2213 

day of ...., ...(year)..., by ...(name of person making 2214 
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statement).... 2215 

...(Signature of Notary Public)......(Print, Type, or Stamp 2216 

Commissioned name of Notary Public)... 2217 

Personally Known....OR Produced....as identification. 2218 

 2219 

However, the negligent inclusion or omission of any 2220 

information in this claim of lien which does not prejudice the 2221 

owner does not constitute a default that operates to defeat an 2222 

otherwise valid lien. 2223 

(d) The claim of lien must shall be served on the owner of 2224 

the motor vehicle, the insurance company insuring the motor 2225 

vehicle, notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, and all 2226 

persons of record claiming a lien against the motor vehicle. If 2227 

attempts to notify the owner, the insurance company insuring the 2228 

motor vehicle notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, or 2229 

lienholders are not successful, the requirement of notice by 2230 

mail shall be considered met. The claim of lien must shall be so 2231 

served before recordation. 2232 

(e) The claim of lien must shall be recorded with the clerk 2233 

of court in the county where the airport is located. The 2234 

recording of the claim of lien shall be constructive notice to 2235 

all persons of the contents and effect of such claim. The lien 2236 

attaches shall attach at the time of recordation and takes shall 2237 

take priority as of that time. 2238 

Section 50. Subsection (4) of section 713.78, Florida 2239 

Statutes, is amended to read: 2240 

713.78 Liens for recovering, towing, or storing vehicles 2241 

and vessels.— 2242 

(4)(a) Any person regularly engaged in the business of 2243 
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recovering, towing, or storing vehicles or vessels who comes 2244 

into possession of a vehicle or vessel pursuant to subsection 2245 

(2), and who claims a lien for recovery, towing, or storage 2246 

services, shall give notice to the registered owner, the 2247 

insurance company insuring the vehicle notwithstanding the 2248 

provisions of s. 627.736, and to all persons claiming a lien 2249 

thereon, as disclosed by the records in the Department of 2250 

Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles or as disclosed by the records 2251 

of any corresponding agency in any other state in which the 2252 

vehicle is identified through a records check of the National 2253 

Motor Vehicle Title Information System or an equivalent 2254 

commercially available system as being titled or registered. 2255 

(b) If a Whenever any law enforcement agency authorizes the 2256 

removal of a vehicle or vessel or if a whenever any towing 2257 

service, garage, repair shop, or automotive service, storage, or 2258 

parking place notifies the law enforcement agency of possession 2259 

of a vehicle or vessel pursuant to s. 715.07(2)(a)2., the law 2260 

enforcement agency of the jurisdiction where the vehicle or 2261 

vessel is stored shall contact the Department of Highway Safety 2262 

and Motor Vehicles, or the appropriate agency of the state of 2263 

registration, if known, within 24 hours through the medium of 2264 

electronic communications, giving the full description of the 2265 

vehicle or vessel. Upon receipt of the full description of the 2266 

vehicle or vessel, the department shall search its files to 2267 

determine the owner’s name, the insurance company insuring the 2268 

vehicle or vessel, and whether any person has filed a lien upon 2269 

the vehicle or vessel as provided in s. 319.27(2) and (3) and 2270 

notify the applicable law enforcement agency within 72 hours. 2271 

The person in charge of the towing service, garage, repair shop, 2272 
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or automotive service, storage, or parking place shall obtain 2273 

such information from the applicable law enforcement agency 2274 

within 5 days after the date of storage and shall give notice 2275 

pursuant to paragraph (a). The department may release the 2276 

insurance company information to the requestor notwithstanding 2277 

the provisions of s. 627.736. 2278 

(c) Notice by certified mail must shall be sent within 7 2279 

business days after the date of storage of the vehicle or vessel 2280 

to the registered owner, the insurance company insuring the 2281 

vehicle notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, and all 2282 

persons of record claiming a lien against the vehicle or vessel. 2283 

The notice must It shall state the fact of possession of the 2284 

vehicle or vessel, that a lien as provided in subsection (2) is 2285 

claimed, that charges have accrued and the amount thereof, that 2286 

the lien is subject to enforcement pursuant to law, and that the 2287 

owner or lienholder, if any, has the right to a hearing as set 2288 

forth in subsection (5), and that any vehicle or vessel which 2289 

remains unclaimed, or for which the charges for recovery, 2290 

towing, or storage services remain unpaid, may be sold free of 2291 

all prior liens after 35 days if the vehicle or vessel is more 2292 

than 3 years of age or after 50 days if the vehicle or vessel is 2293 

3 years of age or less. 2294 

(d) If attempts to locate the name and address of the owner 2295 

or lienholder prove unsuccessful, the towing-storage operator 2296 

must shall, after 7 working days, excluding Saturday and Sunday, 2297 

of the initial tow or storage, notify the public agency of 2298 

jurisdiction where the vehicle or vessel is stored in writing by 2299 

certified mail or acknowledged hand delivery that the towing-2300 

storage company has been unable to locate the name and address 2301 
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of the owner or lienholder and a physical search of the vehicle 2302 

or vessel has disclosed no ownership information and a good 2303 

faith effort has been made, including records checks of the 2304 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles database and the 2305 

National Motor Vehicle Title Information System or an equivalent 2306 

commercially available system. As used in For purposes of this 2307 

paragraph and subsection (9), the term “good faith effort” means 2308 

that the following checks have been performed by the company to 2309 

establish prior state of registration and for title: 2310 

1. Check of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 2311 

Vehicles database for the owner and any lienholder. 2312 

2. Check of the electronic National Motor Vehicle Title 2313 

Information System or an equivalent commercially available 2314 

system to determine the state of registration when there is not 2315 

a current registration record for the vehicle on file with the 2316 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles. 2317 

3. Check of vehicle or vessel for any type of tag, tag 2318 

record, temporary tag, or regular tag. 2319 

4. Check of law enforcement report for tag number or other 2320 

information identifying the vehicle or vessel, if the vehicle or 2321 

vessel was towed at the request of a law enforcement officer. 2322 

5. Check of trip sheet or tow ticket of tow truck operator 2323 

to see if a tag was on vehicle or vessel at beginning of tow, if 2324 

private tow. 2325 

6. If there is no address of the owner on the impound 2326 

report, check of law enforcement report to see if an out-of-2327 

state address is indicated from driver license information. 2328 

7. Check of vehicle or vessel for inspection sticker or 2329 

other stickers and decals that may indicate a state of possible 2330 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1052 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì579484SÎ579484 

 

Page 82 of 95 

3/11/2019 3:41:07 PM IS.IS.02901 

registration. 2331 

8. Check of the interior of the vehicle or vessel for any 2332 

papers that may be in the glove box, trunk, or other areas for a 2333 

state of registration. 2334 

9. Check of vehicle for vehicle identification number. 2335 

10. Check of vessel for vessel registration number. 2336 

11. Check of vessel hull for a hull identification number 2337 

which should be carved, burned, stamped, embossed, or otherwise 2338 

permanently affixed to the outboard side of the transom or, if 2339 

there is no transom, to the outmost seaboard side at the end of 2340 

the hull that bears the rudder or other steering mechanism. 2341 

Section 51. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1), paragraph (c) 2342 

of subsection (7), paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of subsection 2343 

(8), and subsections (9) and (10) of section 817.234, Florida 2344 

Statutes, are amended to read: 2345 

817.234 False and fraudulent insurance claims.— 2346 

(1)(a) A person commits insurance fraud punishable as 2347 

provided in subsection (11) if that person, with the intent to 2348 

injure, defraud, or deceive any insurer: 2349 

1. Presents or causes to be presented any written or oral 2350 

statement as part of, or in support of, a claim for payment or 2351 

other benefit pursuant to an insurance policy or a health 2352 

maintenance organization subscriber or provider contract, 2353 

knowing that such statement contains any false, incomplete, or 2354 

misleading information concerning any fact or thing material to 2355 

such claim; 2356 

2. Prepares or makes any written or oral statement that is 2357 

intended to be presented to an any insurer in connection with, 2358 

or in support of, any claim for payment or other benefit 2359 
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pursuant to an insurance policy or a health maintenance 2360 

organization subscriber or provider contract, knowing that such 2361 

statement contains any false, incomplete, or misleading 2362 

information concerning any fact or thing material to such claim; 2363 

3.a. Knowingly presents, causes to be presented, or 2364 

prepares or makes with knowledge or belief that it will be 2365 

presented to an any insurer, purported insurer, servicing 2366 

corporation, insurance broker, or insurance agent, or any 2367 

employee or agent thereof, any false, incomplete, or misleading 2368 

information or a written or oral statement as part of, or in 2369 

support of, an application for the issuance of, or the rating 2370 

of, any insurance policy, or a health maintenance organization 2371 

subscriber or provider contract; or 2372 

b. Knowingly conceals information concerning any fact 2373 

material to such application; or 2374 

4. Knowingly presents, causes to be presented, or prepares 2375 

or makes with knowledge or belief that it will be presented to 2376 

any insurer a claim for payment or other benefit under medical 2377 

payments coverage in a motor vehicle a personal injury 2378 

protection insurance policy if the person knows that the payee 2379 

knowingly submitted a false, misleading, or fraudulent 2380 

application or other document when applying for licensure as a 2381 

health care clinic, seeking an exemption from licensure as a 2382 

health care clinic, or demonstrating compliance with part X of 2383 

chapter 400. 2384 

(7) 2385 

(c) An insurer, or any person acting at the direction of or 2386 

on behalf of an insurer, may not change an opinion in a mental 2387 

or physical report prepared under s. 627.736(7) or direct the 2388 
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physician preparing the report to change such opinion; however, 2389 

this provision does not preclude the insurer from calling to the 2390 

attention of the physician errors of fact in the report based 2391 

upon information in the claim file. Any person who violates this 2392 

paragraph commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as 2393 

provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 2394 

(8)(a) It is unlawful for any person intending to defraud 2395 

any other person to solicit or cause to be solicited any 2396 

business from a person involved in a motor vehicle accident for 2397 

the purpose of making, adjusting, or settling motor vehicle tort 2398 

claims or claims for benefits under medical payments coverage in 2399 

a motor vehicle insurance policy personal injury protection 2400 

benefits required by s. 627.736. Any person who violates the 2401 

provisions of this paragraph commits a felony of the second 2402 

degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 2403 

775.084. A person who is convicted of a violation of this 2404 

subsection shall be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment 2405 

of 2 years. 2406 

(b) A person may not solicit or cause to be solicited any 2407 

business from a person involved in a motor vehicle accident by 2408 

any means of communication other than advertising directed to 2409 

the public for the purpose of making motor vehicle tort claims 2410 

or claims for benefits under medical payments coverage in a 2411 

motor vehicle insurance policy personal injury protection 2412 

benefits required by s. 627.736, within 60 days after the 2413 

occurrence of the motor vehicle accident. Any person who 2414 

violates this paragraph commits a felony of the third degree, 2415 

punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 2416 

(c) A lawyer, health care practitioner as defined in s. 2417 
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456.001, or owner or medical director of a clinic required to be 2418 

licensed pursuant to s. 400.9905 may not, at any time after 60 2419 

days have elapsed from the occurrence of a motor vehicle 2420 

accident, solicit or cause to be solicited any business from a 2421 

person involved in a motor vehicle accident by means of in 2422 

person or telephone contact at the person’s residence, for the 2423 

purpose of making motor vehicle tort claims or claims for 2424 

benefits under medical payments coverage in a motor vehicle 2425 

insurance policy personal injury protection benefits required by 2426 

s. 627.736. Any person who violates this paragraph commits a 2427 

felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 2428 

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 2429 

(9) A person may not organize, plan, or knowingly 2430 

participate in an intentional motor vehicle crash or a scheme to 2431 

create documentation of a motor vehicle crash that did not occur 2432 

for the purpose of making motor vehicle tort claims or claims 2433 

for benefits under medical payments coverage in a motor vehicle 2434 

insurance policy personal injury protection benefits as required 2435 

by s. 627.736. Any person who violates this subsection commits a 2436 

felony of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 2437 

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. A person who is convicted of 2438 

a violation of this subsection shall be sentenced to a minimum 2439 

term of imprisonment of 2 years. 2440 

(10) A licensed health care practitioner who is found 2441 

guilty of insurance fraud under this section for an act relating 2442 

to a motor vehicle personal injury protection insurance policy 2443 

loses his or her license to practice for 5 years and may not 2444 

receive reimbursement under medical payments coverage in a motor 2445 

vehicle insurance policy for personal injury protection benefits 2446 
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for 10 years. 2447 

Section 52. Section 627.7278, Florida Statutes, is created 2448 

to read: 2449 

Applicability and construction; notice to policyholders.— 2450 

(1) As used in this section, the term “minimum security 2451 

requirements” means security that enables a person to respond in 2452 

damages for liability on account of crashes arising out of the 2453 

ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle, in the 2454 

amounts required by s. 324.021(7), Florida Statutes. 2455 

(2) Effective January 1, 2020: 2456 

(a) Motor vehicle insurance policies issued or renewed on 2457 

or after that date may not include personal injury protection. 2458 

(b) All persons subject to s. 324.022, s. 324.032, s. 2459 

627.7415, or s. 627.742, Florida Statutes, must maintain at 2460 

least minimum security requirements. 2461 

(c) Any new or renewal motor vehicle insurance policy 2462 

delivered or issued for delivery in this state must provide 2463 

coverage that complies with minimum security requirements. 2464 

(d) An existing motor vehicle insurance policy issued 2465 

before that date which provides personal injury protection and 2466 

property damage liability coverage that meets the requirements 2467 

of s. 324.022, Florida Statutes, on December 31, 2019, but which 2468 

does not meet minimum security requirements on or after January 2469 

1, 2020, is deemed to meet the security requirements of s. 2470 

324.022, Florida Statutes, until such policy is renewed, 2471 

nonrenewed, or canceled on or after January 1, 2020. Sections 2472 

627.730-627.7405, 400.9905, 400.991, 456.057, 456.072, 627.7263, 2473 

627.727, 627.748, 627.9541(1)(i), and 817.234, Florida Statutes 2474 

2018, remain in full force and effect for motor vehicle 2475 
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accidents covered under a policy issued under the Florida Motor 2476 

Vehicle No-Fault Law before January 1, 2020, until the policy is 2477 

renewed, nonrenewed, or canceled. 2478 

(3) Each insurer shall allow each insured who has a new or 2479 

renewal policy providing personal injury protection which 2480 

becomes effective before January 1, 2020, and whose policy does 2481 

not meet minimum security requirements on or after January 1, 2482 

2020, to change coverages so as to eliminate personal injury 2483 

protection and obtain coverage providing minimum security 2484 

requirements, which shall be effective on or after January 1, 2485 

2020. The insurer is not required to provide coverage complying 2486 

with minimum security requirements in such policies if the 2487 

insured does not pay the required premium, if any, by January 1, 2488 

2020, or such later date as the insurer may allow. The insurer 2489 

must also offer each insured medical payments coverage pursuant 2490 

to s. 627.7265, Florida Statutes. Any reduction in the premium 2491 

must be refunded by the insurer. The insurer may not impose on 2492 

the insured an additional fee or charge that applies solely to a 2493 

change in coverage; however, the insurer may charge an 2494 

additional required premium that is actuarially indicated. 2495 

(4) By September 1, 2019, each motor vehicle insurer shall 2496 

provide notice of this section to each motor vehicle 2497 

policyholder who is subject to this section. The notice is 2498 

subject to approval by the Office of Insurance Regulation and 2499 

must clearly inform the policyholder that: 2500 

(a) The Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law is repealed, 2501 

effective January 1, 2020, and that on or after that date, the 2502 

insured is no longer required to maintain personal injury 2503 

protection insurance coverage, that personal injury protection 2504 
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coverage is no longer available for purchase in this state, and 2505 

that all new or renewal policies issued on or after that date 2506 

will not contain such coverage. 2507 

(b) Effective January 1, 2020, a person subject to the 2508 

financial responsibility requirements of s. 324.022, Florida 2509 

Statutes, must maintain minimum security requirements that 2510 

enable the person to respond to damages for liability on account 2511 

of accidents arising out of the use of a motor vehicle in the 2512 

following amounts: 2513 

1. Twenty-five thousand dollars for bodily injury to, or 2514 

the death of, one person in any one crash and, subject to such 2515 

limits for one person, in the amount of $50,000 for bodily 2516 

injury to, or the death of, two or more persons in any one 2517 

crash; and 2518 

2. Ten thousand dollars for damage to, or destruction of, 2519 

the property of others in any one crash. 2520 

(c) Bodily injury liability coverage protects the insured, 2521 

up to the coverage limits, against loss if the insured is 2522 

legally responsible for the death of or bodily injury to others 2523 

in a motor vehicle accident. 2524 

(d) Effective January 1, 2020, each policyholder of motor 2525 

vehicle liability insurance purchased as proof of financial 2526 

responsibility must be offered medical payments coverage 2527 

benefits that comply with s. 627.7265, Florida Statutes. The 2528 

insurer must offer medical payments coverage at limits of $5,000 2529 

and $10,000 without a deductible. The insurer may also offer 2530 

medical payments coverage at other limits greater than $5,000, 2531 

and may offer coverage with a deductible of up to $500. Medical 2532 

payments coverage pays covered medical expenses, up to the 2533 
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limits of such coverage, for injuries sustained in a motor 2534 

vehicle crash by the named insured, resident relatives, persons 2535 

operating the insured motor vehicle, passengers in the insured 2536 

motor vehicle, and persons who are struck by the insured motor 2537 

vehicle and suffer bodily injury while not an occupant of a 2538 

self-propelled motor vehicle as provided in s. 627.7265, Florida 2539 

Statutes. Medical payments coverage also provides a death 2540 

benefit of at least $5,000. 2541 

(e) The policyholder may obtain uninsured and underinsured 2542 

motorist coverage, which provides benefits, up to the limits of 2543 

such coverage, to a policyholder or other insured entitled to 2544 

recover damages for bodily injury, sickness, disease, or death 2545 

resulting from a motor vehicle accident with an uninsured or 2546 

underinsured owner or operator of a motor vehicle. 2547 

(f) If the policyholder’s new or renewal motor vehicle 2548 

insurance policy is effective before January 1, 2020, and 2549 

contains personal injury protection and property damage 2550 

liability coverage as required by state law before January 1, 2551 

2020, but does not meet minimum security requirements on or 2552 

after January 1, 2020, the policy is deemed to meet minimum 2553 

security requirements until it is renewed, nonrenewed, or 2554 

canceled on or after January 1, 2020. 2555 

(g) A policyholder whose new or renewal policy becomes 2556 

effective before January 1, 2020, but does not meet minimum 2557 

security requirements on or after January 1, 2020, may change 2558 

coverages under the policy so as to eliminate personal injury 2559 

protection and to obtain coverage providing minimum security 2560 

requirements, including bodily injury liability coverage, which 2561 

are effective on or after January 1, 2020. 2562 
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(h) If the policyholder has any questions, he or she should 2563 

contact the person named at the telephone number provided in the 2564 

notice. 2565 

(5) This section takes effect upon this act becoming a law. 2566 

Section 53. Section 324.0222, Florida Statutes, is created 2567 

to read: 2568 

Application of suspensions for failure to maintain 2569 

security; reinstatement.—All suspensions for failure to maintain 2570 

required security as required by law in effect before January 1, 2571 

2020, remain in full force and effect after January 1, 2020. A 2572 

driver may reinstate a suspended driver license or registration 2573 

as provided under s. 324.0221, Florida Statutes. 2574 

Section 54. For the 2019-2020 fiscal year, the sum of 2575 

$83,651 in nonrecurring funds is appropriated from the Insurance 2576 

Regulatory Trust Fund to the Office of Insurance Regulation for 2577 

the purpose of implementing this act. 2578 

Section 55. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 2579 

act and except for this section, which shall take effect upon 2580 

this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect January 1, 2581 

2020.  2582 

 2583 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 2584 

And the title is amended as follows: 2585 

Delete everything before the enacting clause 2586 

and insert: 2587 

A bill to be entitled 2588 

An act relating to motor vehicle insurance; repealing ss. 2589 

627.730, 627.731, 627.7311, 627.732, 627.733, 627.734, 627.736, 2590 

627.737, 627.739, 627.7401, 627.7403, and 627.7405, F.S., which 2591 
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comprise the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law; repealing s. 2592 

627.7407, F.S., relating to application of the Florida Motor 2593 

Vehicle No-Fault Law; amending s. 316.646, F.S.; revising a 2594 

requirement for proof of security on a motor vehicle and the 2595 

applicability of the requirement; amending s. 318.18, F.S.; 2596 

conforming a provision to changes made by the act; amending s. 2597 

320.02, F.S.; revising the motor vehicle insurance coverages 2598 

that an applicant must show to register certain vehicles with 2599 

the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles; conforming 2600 

a provision to changes made by the act; revising construction; 2601 

amending s. 320.0609, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes 2602 

made by the act; amending s. 320.27, F.S.; defining the term 2603 

“garage liability insurance”; revising garage liability 2604 

insurance requirements for motor vehicle dealer applicants; 2605 

conforming a provision to changes made by the act; amending s. 2606 

320.771, F.S.; revising garage liability insurance requirements 2607 

for recreational vehicle dealer license applicants; amending ss. 2608 

322.251 and 322.34, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made 2609 

by the act; amending s. 324.011, F.S.; revising legislative 2610 

intent; amending s. 324.021, F.S.; revising definitions of the 2611 

terms “motor vehicle” and “proof of financial responsibility”; 2612 

revising minimum coverage requirements for proof of financial 2613 

responsibility for specified motor vehicles; defining the term 2614 

“for-hire passenger transportation vehicle”; conforming 2615 

provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 324.022, 2616 

F.S.; revising minimum liability coverage requirements for motor 2617 

vehicle owners or operators; revising authorized methods for 2618 

meeting such requirements; deleting a provision relating to an 2619 

insurer’s duty to defend certain claims; revising the vehicles 2620 
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that are excluded from the definition of the term “motor 2621 

vehicle”; providing security requirements for certain excluded 2622 

vehicles; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; 2623 

conforming cross-references; amending s. 324.0221, F.S.; 2624 

revising coverages that subject a policy to certain insurer 2625 

reporting and notice requirements; conforming provisions to 2626 

changes made by the act; amending s. 324.023, F.S.; conforming 2627 

cross-references; amending s. 324.031, F.S.; revising the amount 2628 

of a certificate of deposit required to elect a certain method 2629 

of proof of financial responsibility; revising excess liability 2630 

coverage requirements for a person electing to use such method; 2631 

amending s. 324.032, F.S.; revising financial responsibility 2632 

requirements for owners or lessees of for-hire passenger 2633 

transportation vehicles; amending ss. 324.051, 324.071, 324.091, 2634 

and 324.151, F.S.; making technical changes; amending s. 2635 

324.161, F.S.; revising requirements for a certificate of 2636 

deposit that is required if a person elects a certain method of 2637 

proving financial responsibility; amending s. 324.171, F.S.; 2638 

revising the minimum net worth requirements to qualify certain 2639 

persons as self-insurers; conforming provisions to changes made 2640 

by the act; amending s. 324.251, F.S.; revising the short title 2641 

and an effective date; amending s. 400.9905, F.S.; revising the 2642 

definition of the term “clinic”; amending ss. 400.991 and 2643 

400.9935, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the 2644 

act; amending s. 409.901, F.S.; revising the definition of the 2645 

term “third-party benefit”; amending s. 409.910, F.S.; revising 2646 

the definition of the term “medical coverage”; amending s. 2647 

456.057, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; amending s. 2648 

456.072, F.S.; revising specified grounds for discipline for 2649 
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certain health professions; amending s. 626.9541, F.S.; 2650 

conforming a provision to changes made by the act; revising the 2651 

type of insurance coverage applicable to a certain prohibited 2652 

act; amending s. 626.989, F.S.; revising the definition of the 2653 

term “fraudulent insurance act”; amending s. 627.06501, F.S.; 2654 

revising coverages that may provide for a reduction in motor 2655 

vehicle insurance policy premium charges under certain 2656 

circumstances; amending s. 627.0652, F.S.; revising coverages 2657 

that must provide a premium charge reduction under certain 2658 

circumstances; amending s. 627.0653, F.S.; revising coverages 2659 

subject to premium discounts for specified motor vehicle 2660 

equipment; amending s. 627.4132, F.S.; revising the coverages of 2661 

a motor vehicle policy which are subject to a stacking 2662 

prohibition; amending s. 627.7263, F.S.; revising coverages that 2663 

are deemed primary, except under certain circumstances, for the 2664 

lessor of a motor vehicle for lease or rent; revising a notice 2665 

that is required if the lessee’s coverage is to be primary; 2666 

creating s. 627.7265, F.S.; specifying persons whom medical 2667 

payments coverage must protect; requiring medical payments 2668 

coverage to provide specified medical expense coverage and a 2669 

specified death benefit; specifying coverage options an insurer 2670 

must and may offer; providing that motor vehicle liability 2671 

insurance policies are deemed to have medical payments coverage 2672 

at a certain limit and with no deductible, unless rejected or 2673 

modified by the policyholder by certain means; specifying 2674 

requirements for certain forms approved by the Office of 2675 

Insurance Regulation; requiring insurers to provide 2676 

policyholders with a certain annual notice; providing 2677 

construction relating to limits on certain other coverages; 2678 
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requiring insurers, upon receiving a certain notice of an 2679 

accident, to hold a specified reserve for certain purposes for a 2680 

specified time; providing that the reserve requirement does not 2681 

require insurers to establish a claim reserve for accounting 2682 

purposes; providing that an insurer providing medical payments 2683 

coverage benefits may not have a lien on a certain recovery and 2684 

may not have certain causes of action; amending s. 627.727, 2685 

F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending 2686 

s. 627.7275, F.S.; revising required coverages for a motor 2687 

vehicle insurance policy; conforming provisions to changes made 2688 

by the act; amending s. 627.728, F.S.; conforming a provision to 2689 

changes made by the act; amending s. 627.7295, F.S.; revising 2690 

the definitions of the terms “policy” and “binder”; revising the 2691 

coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy for which a 2692 

licensed general lines agent may charge a specified fee; 2693 

conforming a provision to changes made by the act; amending s. 2694 

627.7415, F.S.; revising additional liability insurance 2695 

requirements for commercial motor vehicles; amending s. 627.748, 2696 

F.S.; revising insurance requirements for transportation network 2697 

company drivers; conforming provisions to changes made by the 2698 

act; amending s. 627.8405, F.S.; revising coverages in a policy 2699 

sold in combination with an accidental death and dismemberment 2700 

policy which a premium finance company may not finance; revising 2701 

rulemaking authority of the Financial Services Commission; 2702 

amending ss. 627.915, 628.909, 705.184, and 713.78, F.S.; 2703 

conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 2704 

817.234, F.S.; revising coverages that are the basis of 2705 

specified prohibited false and fraudulent insurance claims; 2706 

conforming provisions to changes made by the act; defining the 2707 
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term “minimum security requirements”; providing requirements, 2708 

applicability, and construction relating to motor vehicle 2709 

insurance policies as of a certain date; requiring insurers to 2710 

allow certain insureds to make certain coverage changes, subject 2711 

to certain conditions; requiring an insurer to provide, by a 2712 

specified date, a specified notice to policyholders relating to 2713 

requirements under the act; providing that driver license or 2714 

registration suspensions for failure to maintain required 2715 

security which were in effect before a specified date remain in 2716 

full force and effect; providing that such suspended licenses or 2717 

registrations may be reinstated as provided in a specified 2718 

section; providing an appropriation; providing effective dates. 2719 

 2720 



Florida Senate - 2019 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1052 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì507362%Î507362 

 

Page 1 of 4 

3/12/2019 1:14:59 PM IS.IS.02937 

LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

Senate 

Comm: RCS 

03/13/2019 

 

 

 

 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

 

House 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Committee on Infrastructure and Security (Hutson and Bean) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment to Amendment (579484) (with title 1 

amendment) 2 

 3 

Delete lines 801 - 845 4 

and insert: 5 

or persons owner named therein, and, except for a named driver 6 

excluded under s. 627.747, must insure any other person as 7 

operator using such motor vehicle or motor vehicles with the 8 

express or implied permission of such owner against loss from 9 

the liability imposed by law for damage arising out of the 10 
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ownership, maintenance, or use of any such motor vehicle or 11 

motor vehicles within the United States or the Dominion of 12 

Canada, subject to limits, exclusive of interest and costs with 13 

respect to each such motor vehicle, as is provided for under s. 14 

324.021(7). Insurers may make available, with respect to 15 

property damage liability coverage, a deductible amount not to 16 

exceed $500. In the event of a property damage loss covered by a 17 

policy containing a property damage deductible provision, the 18 

insurer shall pay to the third-party claimant the amount of any 19 

property damage liability settlement or judgment, subject to 20 

policy limits, as if no deductible existed. 21 

(b) An operator’s motor vehicle liability policy of 22 

insurance must shall insure the person or persons named therein 23 

against loss from the liability imposed upon him or her by law 24 

for damages arising out of the use by the person of any motor 25 

vehicle not owned by him or her, with the same territorial 26 

limits and subject to the same limits of liability as referred 27 

to above with respect to an owner’s policy of liability 28 

insurance. 29 

(c) All such motor vehicle liability policies must shall 30 

state the name and address of the named insured, the coverage 31 

afforded by the policy, the premium charged therefor, the policy 32 

period, and the limits of liability, and must shall contain an 33 

agreement or be endorsed that insurance is provided in 34 

accordance with the coverage defined in this chapter as respects 35 

bodily injury and death or property damage or both and is 36 

subject to all provisions of this chapter. The Said policies 37 

must shall also contain a provision that the satisfaction by an 38 

insured of a judgment for such injury or damage may shall not be 39 
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a condition precedent to the right or duty of the insurance 40 

carrier to make payment on account of such injury or damage, and 41 

must shall also contain a provision that bankruptcy or 42 

insolvency of the insured or of the insured’s estate may shall 43 

not relieve the insurance carrier of any of its obligations 44 

under the said policy. 45 

(2) The provisions of This section is shall not be 46 

applicable to any motor vehicle automobile liability policy 47 

unless and until it is furnished as proof of financial 48 

responsibility for the future pursuant to s. 324.031, and then 49 

applies only from and after the date the said policy is so 50 

furnished. 51 

 Section 22. Section 627.747, Florida Statutes, is 52 

created to read: 53 

627.747 Named driver exclusion.— 54 

(1) A private passenger motor vehicle policy may exclude an 55 

identified individual from the following coverages while the 56 

identified individual is operating a motor vehicle, provided 57 

that the identified individual is specifically excluded by name 58 

on the declarations page or by endorsement, and a policyholder 59 

consents in writing to such exclusion: 60 

(a) Property damage liability coverage. 61 

(b) Bodily injury liability coverage. 62 

(c) Uninsured motorist coverage for any damages sustained 63 

by the identified excluded individual, if the policyholder has 64 

purchased such coverage. 65 

(d) Any coverage the policyholder is not required by law to 66 

purchase. 67 

(2) A private passenger motor vehicle policy may not 68 
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exclude coverage when: 69 

(a) The identified excluded individual is injured while not 70 

operating a motor vehicle; 71 

(b) The exclusion is unfairly discriminatory under the 72 

Florida Insurance Code, as determined by the office; or 73 

(c) The exclusion is inconsistent with the underwriting 74 

rules filed by the insurer pursuant to s. 627.0651(13)(a). 75 

 76 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 77 

And the title is amended as follows: 78 

Delete lines 2634 - 2635 79 

and insert: 80 

transportation vehicles; amending ss. 324.051, 81 

324.071, and 324.091, F.S.; making technical changes; 82 

amending s. 324.151, F.S.; conforming a provision to 83 

changes made by the act; making technical changes; 84 

creating s. 627.747, F.S.; providing that private 85 

passenger motor vehicle policies may exclude certain 86 

identified individuals from specified coverages under 87 

certain circumstances; providing that such policies 88 

may not exclude coverage under certain circumstances; 89 

amending s. 90 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to motor vehicle insurance; repealing 2 

ss. 627.730, 627.731, 627.7311, 627.732, 627.733, 3 

627.734, 627.736, 627.737, 627.739, 627.7401, 4 

627.7403, and 627.7405, F.S., which comprise the 5 

Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law; repealing s. 6 

627.7407, F.S., relating to application of the Florida 7 

Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law; amending s. 316.646, F.S.; 8 

revising a requirement for proof of security on a 9 

motor vehicle and the applicability of the 10 

requirement; amending s. 318.18, F.S.; conforming a 11 

provision to changes made by the act; amending s. 12 

320.02, F.S.; revising the motor vehicle insurance 13 

coverages that an applicant must show to register 14 

certain vehicles with the Department of Highway Safety 15 

and Motor Vehicles; conforming a provision to changes 16 

made by the act; revising construction; amending s. 17 

320.0609, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made 18 

by the act; amending s. 320.27, F.S.; defining the 19 

term “garage liability insurance”; revising garage 20 

liability insurance requirements for motor vehicle 21 

dealer applicants; conforming a provision to changes 22 

made by the act; amending s. 320.771, F.S.; revising 23 

garage liability insurance requirements for 24 

recreational vehicle dealer license applicants; 25 

amending ss. 322.251 and 322.34, F.S.; conforming 26 

provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 27 

324.011, F.S.; revising legislative intent; amending 28 

s. 324.021, F.S.; revising definitions of the terms 29 
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“motor vehicle” and “proof of financial 30 

responsibility”; revising minimum coverage 31 

requirements for proof of financial responsibility for 32 

specified motor vehicles; defining the term “for-hire 33 

passenger transportation vehicle”; conforming 34 

provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 35 

324.022, F.S.; revising minimum liability coverage 36 

requirements for motor vehicle owners or operators; 37 

revising authorized methods for meeting such 38 

requirements; deleting a provision relating to an 39 

insurer’s duty to defend certain claims; revising the 40 

vehicles that are excluded from the definition of the 41 

term “motor vehicle”; providing security requirements 42 

for certain excluded vehicles; conforming provisions 43 

to changes made by the act; conforming cross-44 

references; amending s. 324.0221, F.S.; revising 45 

coverages that subject a policy to certain insurer 46 

reporting and notice requirements; conforming 47 

provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 48 

324.023, F.S.; conforming cross-references; amending 49 

s. 324.031, F.S.; revising the amount of a certificate 50 

of deposit required to elect a certain method of proof 51 

of financial responsibility; revising excess liability 52 

coverage requirements for a person electing to use 53 

such method; amending s. 324.032, F.S.; revising 54 

financial responsibility requirements for owners or 55 

lessees of for-hire passenger transportation vehicles; 56 

amending ss. 324.051, 324.071, 324.091, and 324.151, 57 

F.S.; making technical changes; amending s. 324.161, 58 
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F.S.; revising requirements for a certificate of 59 

deposit that is required if a person elects a certain 60 

method of proving financial responsibility; amending 61 

s. 324.171, F.S.; revising the minimum net worth 62 

requirements to qualify certain persons as self-63 

insurers; conforming provisions to changes made by the 64 

act; amending s. 324.251, F.S.; revising the short 65 

title and an effective date; amending s. 400.9905, 66 

F.S.; revising the definition of the term “clinic”; 67 

amending ss. 400.991 and 400.9935, F.S.; conforming 68 

provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 69 

409.901, F.S.; revising the definition of the term 70 

“third-party benefit”; amending s. 409.910, F.S.; 71 

revising the definition of the term “medical 72 

coverage”; amending s. 456.057, F.S.; conforming a 73 

cross-reference; amending s. 456.072, F.S.; revising 74 

specified grounds for discipline for certain health 75 

professions; amending s. 626.9541, F.S.; conforming a 76 

provision to changes made by the act; revising the 77 

type of insurance coverage applicable to a certain 78 

prohibited act; amending s. 626.989, F.S.; revising 79 

the definition of the term “fraudulent insurance act”; 80 

amending s. 627.06501, F.S.; revising coverages that 81 

may provide for a reduction in motor vehicle insurance 82 

policy premium charges under certain circumstances; 83 

amending s. 627.0652, F.S.; revising coverages that 84 

must provide a premium charge reduction under certain 85 

circumstances; amending s. 627.0653, F.S.; revising 86 

coverages subject to premium discounts for specified 87 
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motor vehicle equipment; amending s. 627.4132, F.S.; 88 

revising the coverages of a motor vehicle policy which 89 

are subject to a stacking prohibition; amending s. 90 

627.7263, F.S.; revising coverages that are deemed 91 

primary, except under certain circumstances, for the 92 

lessor of a motor vehicle for lease or rent; revising 93 

a notice that is required if the lessee’s coverage is 94 

to be primary; creating s. 627.7265, F.S.; specifying 95 

persons whom medical payments coverage must protect; 96 

requiring medical payments coverage to provide 97 

specified medical expense coverage and a specified 98 

death benefit; specifying coverage options an insurer 99 

must and may offer; providing that motor vehicle 100 

liability insurance policies are deemed to have 101 

medical payments coverage at a certain limit and with 102 

no deductible, unless rejected or modified by the 103 

policyholder by certain means; specifying requirements 104 

for certain forms approved by the Office of Insurance 105 

Regulation; requiring insurers to provide 106 

policyholders with a certain annual notice; providing 107 

construction relating to limits on certain other 108 

coverages; requiring insurers, upon receiving a 109 

certain notice of an accident, to hold a specified 110 

reserve for certain purposes for a specified time; 111 

providing that the reserve requirement does not 112 

require insurers to establish a claim reserve for 113 

accounting purposes; providing that an insurer 114 

providing medical payments coverage benefits may not 115 

have a lien on a certain recovery and may not have 116 
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certain causes of action; amending s. 627.727, F.S.; 117 

conforming provisions to changes made by the act; 118 

amending s. 627.7275, F.S.; revising required 119 

coverages for a motor vehicle insurance policy; 120 

conforming provisions to changes made by the act; 121 

amending s. 627.728, F.S.; conforming a provision to 122 

changes made by the act; amending s. 627.7295, F.S.; 123 

revising the definitions of the terms “policy” and 124 

“binder”; revising the coverages of a motor vehicle 125 

insurance policy for which a licensed general lines 126 

agent may charge a specified fee; conforming a 127 

provision to changes made by the act; amending s. 128 

627.7415, F.S.; revising additional liability 129 

insurance requirements for commercial motor vehicles; 130 

amending s. 627.748, F.S.; revising insurance 131 

requirements for transportation network company 132 

drivers; conforming provisions to changes made by the 133 

act; amending s. 627.8405, F.S.; revising coverages in 134 

a policy sold in combination with an accidental death 135 

and dismemberment policy which a premium finance 136 

company may not finance; revising rulemaking authority 137 

of the Financial Services Commission; amending ss. 138 

627.915, 628.909, 705.184, and 713.78, F.S.; 139 

conforming provisions to changes made by the act; 140 

amending s. 817.234, F.S.; revising coverages that are 141 

the basis of specified prohibited false and fraudulent 142 

insurance claims; conforming provisions to changes 143 

made by the act; defining the term “minimum security 144 

requirements”; providing requirements, applicability, 145 
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and construction relating to motor vehicle insurance 146 

policies as of a certain date; requiring insurers to 147 

allow certain insureds to make certain coverage 148 

changes, subject to certain conditions; requiring an 149 

insurer to provide, by a specified date, a specified 150 

notice to policyholders relating to requirements under 151 

the act; providing that driver license or registration 152 

suspensions for failure to maintain required security 153 

which were in effect before a specified date remain in 154 

full force and effect; providing that such suspended 155 

licenses or registrations may be reinstated as 156 

provided in a specified section; providing an 157 

appropriation; providing effective dates. 158 

  159 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 160 

 161 

Section 1. Sections 627.730, 627.731, 627.7311, 627.732, 162 

627.733, 627.734, 627.736, 627.737, 627.739, 627.7401, 627.7403, 163 

and 627.7405, Florida Statutes, which comprise the Florida Motor 164 

Vehicle No-Fault Law, are repealed. 165 

Section 2. Section 627.7407, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 166 

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 316.646, Florida 167 

Statutes, is amended to read: 168 

316.646 Security required; proof of security and display 169 

thereof.— 170 

(1) Any person required by s. 324.022 to maintain liability 171 

security for property damage, liability security, required by s. 172 

324.023 to maintain liability security for bodily injury, or 173 

death, or required by s. 627.733 to maintain personal injury 174 
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protection security on a motor vehicle shall have in his or her 175 

immediate possession at all times while operating such motor 176 

vehicle proper proof of maintenance of the required security 177 

required under s. 324.021(7). 178 

(a) Such proof must shall be in a uniform paper or 179 

electronic format, as prescribed by the department, a valid 180 

insurance policy, an insurance policy binder, a certificate of 181 

insurance, or such other proof as may be prescribed by the 182 

department. 183 

(b)1. The act of presenting to a law enforcement officer an 184 

electronic device displaying proof of insurance in an electronic 185 

format does not constitute consent for the officer to access any 186 

information on the device other than the displayed proof of 187 

insurance. 188 

2. The person who presents the device to the officer 189 

assumes the liability for any resulting damage to the device. 190 

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 191 

318.18, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 192 

318.18 Amount of penalties.—The penalties required for a 193 

noncriminal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14 or a criminal 194 

offense listed in s. 318.17 are as follows: 195 

(2) Thirty dollars for all nonmoving traffic violations 196 

and: 197 

(b) For all violations of ss. 320.0605, 320.07(1), 322.065, 198 

and 322.15(1). A Any person who is cited for a violation of s. 199 

320.07(1) shall be charged a delinquent fee pursuant to s. 200 

320.07(4). 201 

1. If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 320.0605 202 

or s. 320.07 can show proof of having a valid registration at 203 
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the time of arrest, the clerk of the court may dismiss the case 204 

and may assess a dismissal fee of up to $10. A person who finds 205 

it impossible or impractical to obtain a valid registration 206 

certificate must submit an affidavit detailing the reasons for 207 

the impossibility or impracticality. The reasons may include, 208 

but are not limited to, the fact that the vehicle was sold, 209 

stolen, or destroyed; that the state in which the vehicle is 210 

registered does not issue a certificate of registration; or that 211 

the vehicle is owned by another person. 212 

2. If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 322.03, 213 

s. 322.065, or s. 322.15 can show a driver license issued to him 214 

or her and valid at the time of arrest, the clerk of the court 215 

may dismiss the case and may assess a dismissal fee of up to 216 

$10. 217 

3. If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 316.646 218 

can show proof of security as required by s. 324.021(7) s. 219 

627.733, issued to the person and valid at the time of arrest, 220 

the clerk of the court may dismiss the case and may assess a 221 

dismissal fee of up to $10. A person who finds it impossible or 222 

impractical to obtain proof of security must submit an affidavit 223 

detailing the reasons for the impracticality. The reasons may 224 

include, but are not limited to, the fact that the vehicle has 225 

since been sold, stolen, or destroyed; that the owner or 226 

registrant of the vehicle is not required by s. 627.733 to 227 

maintain personal injury protection insurance; or that the 228 

vehicle is owned by another person. 229 

Section 5. Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (5) of 230 

section 320.02, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 231 

320.02 Registration required; application for registration; 232 
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forms.— 233 

(5)(a) Proof that bodily injury liability coverage and 234 

property damage liability coverage personal injury protection 235 

benefits have been purchased if required under s. 324.022, s. 236 

324.032, or s. 627.742 s. 627.733, that property damage 237 

liability coverage has been purchased as required under s. 238 

324.022, that bodily injury liability or death coverage has been 239 

purchased if required under s. 324.023, and that combined bodily 240 

liability insurance and property damage liability insurance have 241 

been purchased if required under s. 627.7415 must shall be 242 

provided in the manner prescribed by law by the applicant at the 243 

time of application for registration of any motor vehicle that 244 

is subject to such requirements. The issuing agent may not shall 245 

refuse to issue registration if such proof of purchase is not 246 

provided. Insurers shall furnish uniform proof-of-purchase cards 247 

in a paper or electronic format in a form prescribed by the 248 

department and include the name of the insured’s insurance 249 

company, the coverage identification number, and the make, year, 250 

and vehicle identification number of the vehicle insured. The 251 

card must contain a statement notifying the applicant of the 252 

penalty specified under s. 316.646(4). The card or insurance 253 

policy, insurance policy binder, or certificate of insurance or 254 

a photocopy of any of these; an affidavit containing the name of 255 

the insured’s insurance company, the insured’s policy number, 256 

and the make and year of the vehicle insured; or such other 257 

proof as may be prescribed by the department constitutes shall 258 

constitute sufficient proof of purchase. If an affidavit is 259 

provided as proof, it must be in substantially the following 260 

form: 261 
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 262 

Under penalty of perjury, I ...(Name of insured)... do hereby 263 

certify that I have ...(bodily injury liability and Personal 264 

Injury Protection, property damage liability, and, if required, 265 

Bodily Injury Liability)... insurance currently in effect with 266 

...(Name of insurance company)... under ...(policy number)... 267 

covering ...(make, year, and vehicle identification number of 268 

vehicle).... ...(Signature of Insured)... 269 

 270 

Such affidavit must include the following warning: 271 

 272 

WARNING: GIVING FALSE INFORMATION IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A VEHICLE 273 

REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE UNDER FLORIDA 274 

LAW. ANYONE GIVING FALSE INFORMATION ON THIS AFFIDAVIT IS 275 

SUBJECT TO PROSECUTION. 276 

 277 

If an application is made through a licensed motor vehicle 278 

dealer as required under s. 319.23, the original or a photocopy 279 

photostatic copy of such card, insurance policy, insurance 280 

policy binder, or certificate of insurance or the original 281 

affidavit from the insured must shall be forwarded by the dealer 282 

to the tax collector of the county or the Department of Highway 283 

Safety and Motor Vehicles for processing. By executing the 284 

aforesaid affidavit, a no licensed motor vehicle dealer is not 285 

will be liable in damages for any inadequacy, insufficiency, or 286 

falsification of any statement contained therein. A card must 287 

also indicate the existence of any bodily injury liability 288 

insurance voluntarily purchased. 289 

(d) The verifying of proof of personal injury protection 290 
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insurance, proof of property damage liability insurance, proof 291 

of combined bodily liability insurance and property damage 292 

liability insurance, or proof of financial responsibility 293 

insurance and the issuance or failure to issue the motor vehicle 294 

registration under the provisions of this chapter may not be 295 

construed in any court as a warranty of the reliability or 296 

accuracy of the evidence of such proof, or as meaning that the 297 

provisions of any insurance policy furnished as proof of 298 

financial responsibility comply with state law. Neither the 299 

department nor any tax collector is not liable in damages for 300 

any inadequacy, insufficiency, falsification, or unauthorized 301 

modification of any item of the proof of personal injury 302 

protection insurance, proof of property damage liability 303 

insurance, proof of combined bodily liability insurance and 304 

property damage liability insurance, or proof of financial 305 

responsibility before insurance prior to, during, or subsequent 306 

to the verification of the proof. The issuance of a motor 307 

vehicle registration does not constitute prima facie evidence or 308 

a presumption of insurance coverage. 309 

Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 310 

320.0609, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 311 

320.0609 Transfer and exchange of registration license 312 

plates; transfer fee.— 313 

(1) 314 

(b) The transfer of a license plate from a vehicle disposed 315 

of to a newly acquired vehicle does not constitute a new 316 

registration. The application for transfer shall be accepted 317 

without requiring proof of personal injury protection or 318 

liability insurance. 319 
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Section 7. Paragraph (g) is added to subsection (1) of 320 

section 320.27, Florida Statutes, and subsection (3) of that 321 

section is amended, to read: 322 

320.27 Motor vehicle dealers.— 323 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—The following words, terms, and phrases 324 

when used in this section have the meanings respectively 325 

ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context 326 

clearly indicates a different meaning: 327 

(g) “Garage liability insurance” means, beginning January 328 

1, 2020, combined single-limit liability coverage, including 329 

property damage and bodily injury liability coverage, in the 330 

amount of at least $60,000. 331 

(3) APPLICATION AND FEE.—The application for the license 332 

application must shall be in such form as may be prescribed by 333 

the department and is shall be subject to such rules with 334 

respect thereto as may be so prescribed by the department it. 335 

Such application must shall be verified by oath or affirmation 336 

and must shall contain a full statement of the name and birth 337 

date of the person or persons applying for the license therefor; 338 

the name of the firm or copartnership, with the names and places 339 

of residence of all members thereof, if such applicant is a firm 340 

or copartnership; the names and places of residence of the 341 

principal officers, if the applicant is a body corporate or 342 

other artificial body; the name of the state under whose laws 343 

the corporation is organized; the present and former place or 344 

places of residence of the applicant; and the prior business in 345 

which the applicant has been engaged and its the location 346 

thereof. The Such application must shall describe the exact 347 

location of the place of business and must shall state whether 348 
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the place of business is owned by the applicant and when 349 

acquired, or, if leased, a true copy of the lease must shall be 350 

attached to the application. The applicant shall certify that 351 

the location provides an adequately equipped office and is not a 352 

residence; that the location affords sufficient unoccupied space 353 

upon and within which adequately to store all motor vehicles 354 

offered and displayed for sale; and that the location is a 355 

suitable place where the applicant can in good faith carry on 356 

such business and keep and maintain books, records, and files 357 

necessary to conduct such business, which must shall be 358 

available at all reasonable hours to inspection by the 359 

department or any of its inspectors or other employees. The 360 

applicant shall certify that the business of a motor vehicle 361 

dealer is the principal business that will which shall be 362 

conducted at that location. The application must shall contain a 363 

statement that the applicant is either franchised by a 364 

manufacturer of motor vehicles, in which case the name of each 365 

motor vehicle that the applicant is franchised to sell must 366 

shall be included, or an independent (nonfranchised) motor 367 

vehicle dealer. The application must shall contain other 368 

relevant information as may be required by the department. The 369 

applicant shall furnish, including evidence, in a form approved 370 

by the department, that the applicant is insured under a garage 371 

liability insurance policy or a general liability insurance 372 

policy coupled with a business automobile policy having the 373 

coverages and limits of the garage liability insurance coverage 374 

in accordance with paragraph (1)(g), which shall include, at a 375 

minimum, $25,000 combined single-limit liability coverage 376 

including bodily injury and property damage protection and 377 
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$10,000 personal injury protection. However, a salvage motor 378 

vehicle dealer as defined in subparagraph (1)(c)5. is exempt 379 

from the requirements for garage liability insurance and 380 

personal injury protection insurance on those vehicles that 381 

cannot be legally operated on roads, highways, or streets in 382 

this state. Franchise dealers must submit a garage liability 383 

insurance policy, and all other dealers must submit a garage 384 

liability insurance policy or a general liability insurance 385 

policy coupled with a business automobile policy. Such policy 386 

must shall be for the license period, and evidence of a new or 387 

continued policy must shall be delivered to the department at 388 

the beginning of each license period. Upon making an initial 389 

application, the applicant shall pay to the department a fee of 390 

$300 in addition to any other fees required by law. Applicants 391 

may choose to extend the licensure period for 1 additional year 392 

for a total of 2 years. An initial applicant shall pay to the 393 

department a fee of $300 for the first year and $75 for the 394 

second year, in addition to any other fees required by law. An 395 

applicant for renewal shall pay to the department $75 for a 1-396 

year renewal or $150 for a 2-year renewal, in addition to any 397 

other fees required by law. Upon making an application for a 398 

change of location, the applicant person shall pay a fee of $50 399 

in addition to any other fees now required by law. The 400 

department shall, in the case of every application for initial 401 

licensure, verify whether certain facts set forth in the 402 

application are true. Each applicant, general partner in the 403 

case of a partnership, or corporate officer and director in the 404 

case of a corporate applicant shall, must file a set of 405 

fingerprints with the department for the purpose of determining 406 
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any prior criminal record or any outstanding warrants. The 407 

department shall submit the fingerprints to the Department of 408 

Law Enforcement for state processing and forwarding to the 409 

Federal Bureau of Investigation for federal processing. The 410 

actual cost of state and federal processing must shall be borne 411 

by the applicant and is in addition to the fee for licensure. 412 

The department may issue a license to an applicant pending the 413 

results of the fingerprint investigation, which license is fully 414 

revocable if the department subsequently determines that any 415 

facts set forth in the application are not true or correctly 416 

represented. 417 

Section 8. Paragraph (j) of subsection (3) of section 418 

320.771, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 419 

320.771 License required of recreational vehicle dealers.— 420 

(3) APPLICATION.—The application for such license shall be 421 

in the form prescribed by the department and subject to such 422 

rules as may be prescribed by it. The application shall be 423 

verified by oath or affirmation and shall contain: 424 

(j) A statement that the applicant is insured under a 425 

garage liability insurance policy in accordance with s. 426 

320.27(1)(g), which shall include, at a minimum, $25,000 427 

combined single-limit liability coverage, including bodily 428 

injury and property damage protection, and $10,000 personal 429 

injury protection, if the applicant is to be licensed as a 430 

dealer in, or intends to sell, recreational vehicles. 431 

 432 

The department shall, if it deems necessary, cause an 433 

investigation to be made to ascertain if the facts set forth in 434 

the application are true and shall not issue a license to the 435 
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applicant until it is satisfied that the facts set forth in the 436 

application are true. 437 

Section 9. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 322.251, 438 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 439 

322.251 Notice of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or 440 

disqualification of license.— 441 

(1) All orders of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or 442 

disqualification issued under the provisions of this chapter, 443 

chapter 318, or chapter 324 must, or ss. 627.732-627.734 shall 444 

be given either by personal delivery thereof to the licensee 445 

whose license is being canceled, suspended, revoked, or 446 

disqualified or by deposit in the United States mail in an 447 

envelope, first class, postage prepaid, addressed to the 448 

licensee at his or her last known mailing address furnished to 449 

the department. Such mailing by the department constitutes 450 

notification, and any failure by the person to receive the 451 

mailed order will not affect or stay the effective date or term 452 

of the cancellation, suspension, revocation, or disqualification 453 

of the licensee’s driving privilege. 454 

(2) The giving of notice and an order of cancellation, 455 

suspension, revocation, or disqualification by mail is complete 456 

upon expiration of 20 days after deposit in the United States 457 

mail for all notices except those issued under chapter 324 or 458 

ss. 627.732–627.734, which are complete 15 days after deposit in 459 

the United States mail. Proof of the giving of notice and an 460 

order of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or 461 

disqualification in either manner must shall be made by entry in 462 

the records of the department that such notice was given. The 463 

entry is admissible in the courts of this state and constitutes 464 
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sufficient proof that such notice was given. 465 

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section 466 

322.34, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 467 

322.34 Driving while license suspended, revoked, canceled, 468 

or disqualified.— 469 

(8)(a) Upon the arrest of a person for the offense of 470 

driving while the person’s driver license or driving privilege 471 

is suspended or revoked, the arresting officer shall determine: 472 

1. Whether the person’s driver license is suspended or 473 

revoked. 474 

2. Whether the person’s driver license has remained 475 

suspended or revoked since a conviction for the offense of 476 

driving with a suspended or revoked license. 477 

3. Whether the suspension or revocation was made under s. 478 

316.646 or s. 627.733, relating to failure to maintain required 479 

security, or under s. 322.264, relating to habitual traffic 480 

offenders. 481 

4. Whether the driver is the registered owner or coowner of 482 

the vehicle. 483 

Section 11. Section 324.011, Florida Statutes, is amended 484 

to read: 485 

324.011 Legislative intent and purpose of chapter.—It is 486 

the Legislature’s intent of this chapter to ensure that the 487 

privilege of owning or operating a motor vehicle in this state 488 

is exercised recognize the existing privilege to own or operate 489 

a motor vehicle on the public streets and highways of this state 490 

when such vehicles are used with due consideration for others’ 491 

safety others and their property, and to promote safety, and to 492 

provide financial security requirements for such owners and or 493 
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operators whose responsibility it is to recompense others for 494 

injury to person or property caused by the operation of a motor 495 

vehicle. Therefore, this chapter requires that every owner or 496 

operator of a motor vehicle required to be registered in this 497 

state establish, maintain, and it is required herein that the 498 

operator of a motor vehicle involved in a crash or convicted of 499 

certain traffic offenses meeting the operative provisions of s. 500 

324.051(2) shall respond for such damages and show proof of 501 

financial ability to respond for damages arising out of the 502 

ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle in future 503 

accidents as a requisite to owning or operating a motor vehicle 504 

in this state his or her future exercise of such privileges. 505 

Section 12. Subsections (1) and (7) and paragraph (c) of 506 

subsection (9) of section 324.021, Florida Statutes, are 507 

amended, and subsection (12) is added to that section, to read: 508 

324.021 Definitions; minimum insurance required.—The 509 

following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall, for 510 

the purpose of this chapter, have the meanings respectively 511 

ascribed to them in this section, except in those instances 512 

where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 513 

(1) MOTOR VEHICLE.—Every self-propelled vehicle that is 514 

designed and required to be licensed for use upon a highway, 515 

including trailers and semitrailers designed for use with such 516 

vehicles, except traction engines, road rollers, farm tractors, 517 

power shovels, and well drillers, and every vehicle that is 518 

propelled by electric power obtained from overhead wires but not 519 

operated upon rails, but not including any personal delivery 520 

device or mobile carrier as defined in s. 316.003, bicycle, or 521 

moped. However, the term “motor vehicle” does not include a 522 
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motor vehicle as defined in s. 627.732(3) when the owner of such 523 

vehicle has complied with the requirements of ss. 627.730-524 

627.7405, inclusive, unless the provisions of s. 324.051 apply; 525 

and, in such case, the applicable proof of insurance provisions 526 

of s. 320.02 apply. 527 

(7) PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.—That Proof of 528 

ability to respond in damages for liability on account of 529 

crashes arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of a 530 

motor vehicle: 531 

(a) Beginning January 1, 2020, with respect to a motor 532 

vehicle that is not a commercial motor vehicle, nonpublic sector 533 

bus, or for-hire passenger transportation vehicle, in the amount 534 

of: 535 

1. Twenty-five thousand dollars for $10,000 because of 536 

bodily injury to, or the death of, one person in any one crash 537 

and,; 538 

(b) subject to such limits for one person, in the amount of 539 

$50,000 for $20,000 because of bodily injury to, or the death 540 

of, two or more persons in any one crash; and 541 

2.(c) Ten thousand dollars for damage In the amount of 542 

$10,000 because of injury to, or destruction of, property of 543 

others in any one crash.; and 544 

(b)(d) With respect to commercial motor vehicles and 545 

nonpublic sector buses, in the amounts specified in s. 627.7415 546 

ss. 627.7415 and 627.742, respectively. 547 

(c) With respect to nonpublic sector buses, in the amounts 548 

specified in s. 627.742. 549 

(d) With respect to for-hire passenger transportation 550 

vehicles, in the amounts specified in s. 324.032. 551 
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(9) OWNER; OWNER/LESSOR.— 552 

(c) Application.— 553 

1. The limits on liability in subparagraphs (b)2. and 3. do 554 

not apply to an owner of motor vehicles that are used for 555 

commercial activity in the owner’s ordinary course of business, 556 

other than a rental company that rents or leases motor vehicles. 557 

For purposes of this paragraph, the term “rental company” 558 

includes only an entity that is engaged in the business of 559 

renting or leasing motor vehicles to the general public and that 560 

rents or leases a majority of its motor vehicles to persons with 561 

no direct or indirect affiliation with the rental company. The 562 

term also includes a motor vehicle dealer that provides 563 

temporary replacement vehicles to its customers for up to 10 564 

days. The term “rental company” also includes: 565 

a. A related rental or leasing company that is a subsidiary 566 

of the same parent company as that of the renting or leasing 567 

company that rented or leased the vehicle. 568 

b. The holder of a motor vehicle title or an equity 569 

interest in a motor vehicle title if the title or equity 570 

interest is held pursuant to or to facilitate an asset-backed 571 

securitization of a fleet of motor vehicles used solely in the 572 

business of renting or leasing motor vehicles to the general 573 

public and under the dominion and control of a rental company, 574 

as described in this subparagraph, in the operation of such 575 

rental company’s business. 576 

2. Furthermore, with respect to commercial motor vehicles 577 

as defined in s. 207.002 or s. 320.01 s. 627.732, the limits on 578 

liability in subparagraphs (b)2. and 3. do not apply if, at the 579 

time of the incident, the commercial motor vehicle is being used 580 
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in the transportation of materials found to be hazardous for the 581 

purposes of the Hazardous Materials Transportation Authorization 582 

Act of 1994, as amended, 49 U.S.C. ss. 5101 et seq., and that is 583 

required pursuant to such act to carry placards warning others 584 

of the hazardous cargo, unless at the time of lease or rental 585 

either: 586 

a. The lessee indicates in writing that the vehicle will 587 

not be used to transport materials found to be hazardous for the 588 

purposes of the Hazardous Materials Transportation Authorization 589 

Act of 1994, as amended, 49 U.S.C. ss. 5101 et seq.; or 590 

b. The lessee or other operator of the commercial motor 591 

vehicle has in effect insurance with limits of at least $5 592 

million $5,000,000 combined property damage and bodily injury 593 

liability. 594 

(12) FOR-HIRE PASSENGER TRANSPORTATION VEHICLE.—Every “for-595 

hire vehicle” as defined in s. 320.01(15) which is offered or 596 

used to provide transportation for persons, including taxicabs, 597 

limousines, and jitneys. 598 

Section 13. Section 324.022, Florida Statutes, is amended 599 

to read: 600 

324.022 Financial responsibility requirements for property 601 

damage.— 602 

(1)(a) Beginning January 1, 2020, every owner or operator 603 

of a motor vehicle required to be registered in this state shall 604 

establish and continuously maintain the ability to respond in 605 

damages for liability on account of accidents arising out of the 606 

use of the motor vehicle in the amount of: 607 

1. Twenty-five thousand dollars for bodily injury to, or 608 

the death of, one person in any one crash and, subject to such 609 
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limits for one person, in the amount of $50,000 for bodily 610 

injury to, or the death of, two or more persons in any one 611 

crash; and 612 

2. Ten thousand dollars for $10,000 because of damage to, 613 

or destruction of, property of others in any one crash. 614 

(b) The requirements of paragraph (a) this section may be 615 

met by one of the methods established in s. 324.031; by self-616 

insuring as authorized by s. 768.28(16); or by maintaining a 617 

motor vehicle liability insurance policy that an insurance 618 

policy providing coverage for property damage liability in the 619 

amount of at least $10,000 because of damage to, or destruction 620 

of, property of others in any one accident arising out of the 621 

use of the motor vehicle. The requirements of this section may 622 

also be met by having a policy which provides combined property 623 

damage liability and bodily injury liability coverage for any 624 

one crash arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of a 625 

motor vehicle which conforms to the requirements of s. 324.151 626 

in the amount of at least $60,000 for every owner or operator 627 

subject to the financial responsibility required in paragraph 628 

(a) $30,000 for combined property damage liability and bodily 629 

injury liability for any one crash arising out of the use of the 630 

motor vehicle. The policy, with respect to coverage for property 631 

damage liability, must meet the applicable requirements of s. 632 

324.151, subject to the usual policy exclusions that have been 633 

approved in policy forms by the Office of Insurance Regulation. 634 

No insurer shall have any duty to defend uncovered claims 635 

irrespective of their joinder with covered claims. 636 

(2) As used in this section, the term: 637 

(a) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle that 638 
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has four or more wheels and that is of a type designed and 639 

required to be licensed for use on the highways of this state, 640 

and any trailer or semitrailer designed for use with such 641 

vehicle. The term does not include the following: 642 

1. A mobile home as defined in s. 320.01. 643 

2. A motor vehicle that is used in mass transit and 644 

designed to transport more than five passengers, exclusive of 645 

the operator of the motor vehicle, and that is owned by a 646 

municipality, transit authority, or political subdivision of the 647 

state. 648 

3. A school bus as defined in s. 1006.25, which must 649 

maintain security as required under s. 316.615. 650 

4. A commercial motor vehicle as defined in s. 207.002 or 651 

s. 320.01, which must maintain security as required under ss. 652 

324.031 and 627.7415. 653 

5. A nonpublic sector bus, which must maintain security as 654 

required under ss. 324.031 and 627.742. 655 

6.4. A vehicle providing for-hire passenger transportation 656 

vehicle, which must that is subject to the provisions of s. 657 

324.031. A taxicab shall maintain security as required under s. 658 

324.032 s. 324.032(1). 659 

7.5. A personal delivery device as defined in s. 316.003. 660 

(b) “Owner” means the person who holds legal title to a 661 

motor vehicle or the debtor or lessee who has the right to 662 

possession of a motor vehicle that is the subject of a security 663 

agreement or lease with an option to purchase. 664 

(3) Each nonresident owner or registrant of a motor vehicle 665 

that, whether operated or not, has been physically present 666 

within this state for more than 90 days during the preceding 365 667 
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days shall maintain security as required by subsection (1). The 668 

security must be that is in effect continuously throughout the 669 

period the motor vehicle remains within this state. 670 

(4) An The owner or registrant of a motor vehicle who is 671 

exempt from the requirements of this section if she or he is a 672 

member of the United States Armed Forces and is called to or on 673 

active duty outside the United States in an emergency situation 674 

is exempt from this section while he or she. The exemption 675 

provided by this subsection applies only as long as the member 676 

of the Armed Forces is on such active duty. This exemption 677 

outside the United States and applies only while the vehicle 678 

covered by the security is not operated by any person. Upon 679 

receipt of a written request by the insured to whom the 680 

exemption provided in this subsection applies, the insurer shall 681 

cancel the coverages and return any unearned premium or suspend 682 

the security required by this section. Notwithstanding s. 683 

324.0221(2) s. 324.0221(3), the department may not suspend the 684 

registration or operator’s license of an any owner or registrant 685 

of a motor vehicle during the time she or he qualifies for the 686 

an exemption under this subsection. An Any owner or registrant 687 

of a motor vehicle who qualifies for the an exemption under this 688 

subsection shall immediately notify the department before prior 689 

to and at the end of the expiration of the exemption. 690 

Section 14. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 324.0221, 691 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 692 

324.0221 Reports by insurers to the department; suspension 693 

of driver license and vehicle registrations; reinstatement.— 694 

(1)(a) Each insurer that has issued a policy providing 695 

personal injury protection coverage or property damage liability 696 
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coverage shall report the cancellation or nonrenewal thereof to 697 

the department within 10 days after the processing date or 698 

effective date of each cancellation or nonrenewal. Upon the 699 

issuance of a policy providing personal injury protection 700 

coverage or property damage liability coverage to a named 701 

insured not previously insured by the insurer during that 702 

calendar year, the insurer shall report the issuance of the new 703 

policy to the department within 10 days. The report must shall 704 

be in the form and format and contain any information required 705 

by the department and must be provided in a format that is 706 

compatible with the data processing capabilities of the 707 

department. Failure by an insurer to file proper reports with 708 

the department as required by this subsection constitutes a 709 

violation of the Florida Insurance Code. These records may shall 710 

be used by the department only for enforcement and regulatory 711 

purposes, including the generation by the department of data 712 

regarding compliance by owners of motor vehicles with the 713 

requirements for financial responsibility coverage. 714 

(b) With respect to an insurance policy providing personal 715 

injury protection coverage or property damage liability 716 

coverage, each insurer shall notify the named insured, or the 717 

first-named insured in the case of a commercial fleet policy, in 718 

writing that any cancellation or nonrenewal of the policy will 719 

be reported by the insurer to the department. The notice must 720 

also inform the named insured that failure to maintain bodily 721 

injury liability personal injury protection coverage and 722 

property damage liability coverage on a motor vehicle when 723 

required by law may result in the loss of registration and 724 

driving privileges in this state and inform the named insured of 725 
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the amount of the reinstatement fees required by this section. 726 

This notice is for informational purposes only, and an insurer 727 

is not civilly liable for failing to provide this notice. 728 

(2) The department shall suspend, after due notice and an 729 

opportunity to be heard, the registration and driver license of 730 

any owner or registrant of a motor vehicle for with respect to 731 

which security is required under s. 324.022, s. 324.032, s. 732 

627.7415, or s. 627.742 ss. 324.022 and 627.733 upon: 733 

(a) The department’s records showing that the owner or 734 

registrant of such motor vehicle did not have the in full force 735 

and effect when required security in full force and effect that 736 

complies with the requirements of ss. 324.022 and 627.733; or 737 

(b) Notification by the insurer to the department, in a 738 

form approved by the department, of cancellation or termination 739 

of the required security. 740 

Section 15. Section 324.023, Florida Statutes, is amended 741 

to read: 742 

324.023 Financial responsibility for bodily injury or 743 

death.—In addition to any other financial responsibility 744 

required by law, every owner or operator of a motor vehicle that 745 

is required to be registered in this state, or that is located 746 

within this state, and who, regardless of adjudication of guilt, 747 

has been found guilty of or entered a plea of guilty or nolo 748 

contendere to a charge of driving under the influence under s. 749 

316.193 after October 1, 2007, shall, by one of the methods 750 

established in s. 324.031(1)(a) or (b) s. 324.031(1) or (2), 751 

establish and maintain the ability to respond in damages for 752 

liability on account of accidents arising out of the use of a 753 

motor vehicle in the amount of $100,000 because of bodily injury 754 
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to, or death of, one person in any one crash and, subject to 755 

such limits for one person, in the amount of $300,000 because of 756 

bodily injury to, or death of, two or more persons in any one 757 

crash and in the amount of $50,000 because of property damage in 758 

any one crash. If the owner or operator chooses to establish and 759 

maintain such ability by furnishing a certificate of deposit 760 

pursuant to s. 324.031(1)(b) s. 324.031(2), such certificate of 761 

deposit must be at least $350,000. Such higher limits must be 762 

carried for a minimum period of 3 years. If the owner or 763 

operator has not been convicted of driving under the influence 764 

or a felony traffic offense for a period of 3 years from the 765 

date of reinstatement of driving privileges for a violation of 766 

s. 316.193, the owner or operator shall be exempt from this 767 

section. 768 

Section 16. Section 324.031, Florida Statutes, is amended 769 

to read: 770 

324.031 Manner of proving financial responsibility.— 771 

(1) The owner or operator of a taxicab, limousine, jitney, 772 

or any other for-hire passenger transportation vehicle may prove 773 

financial responsibility by providing satisfactory evidence of 774 

holding a motor vehicle liability policy as defined in s. 775 

324.021(8) or s. 324.151, which policy is issued by an insurance 776 

carrier which is a member of the Florida Insurance Guaranty 777 

Association. The operator or owner of a motor vehicle other than 778 

a for-hire passenger transportation vehicle any other vehicle 779 

may prove his or her financial responsibility by: 780 

(a)(1) Furnishing satisfactory evidence of holding a motor 781 

vehicle liability policy as defined in ss. 324.021(8) and 782 

324.151; 783 
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(b)(2) Furnishing a certificate of self-insurance showing a 784 

deposit of cash in accordance with s. 324.161; or 785 

(c)(3) Furnishing a certificate of self-insurance issued by 786 

the department in accordance with s. 324.171. 787 

(2)(a) Beginning January 1, 2020, any person, including any 788 

firm, partnership, association, corporation, or other person, 789 

other than a natural person, electing to use the method of proof 790 

specified in paragraph (1)(b) subsection (2) shall furnish a 791 

certificate of deposit equal to the number of vehicles owned 792 

times $60,000 $30,000, to a maximum of $240,000. $120,000; 793 

(b) In addition, any such person, other than a natural 794 

person, shall maintain insurance providing coverage conforming 795 

to the requirements of s. 324.151 in excess of the amount of the 796 

certificate of deposit, with limits of at least: 797 

1. One hundred twenty-five thousand dollars for bodily 798 

injury to, or the death of, one person in any one crash and, 799 

subject to such limits for one person, in the amount of $250,000 800 

for bodily injury to, or the death of, two or more persons in 801 

any one crash, and $50,000 for damage to, or destruction of, 802 

property of others in any one crash; or 803 

2. Three hundred thousand dollars for combined bodily 804 

injury liability and property damage liability for any one crash 805 

$10,000/20,000/10,000 or $30,000 combined single limits, and 806 

such excess insurance shall provide minimum limits of 807 

$125,000/250,000/50,000 or $300,000 combined single limits. 808 

These increased limits shall not affect the requirements for 809 

proving financial responsibility under s. 324.032(1). 810 

Section 17. Section 324.032, Florida Statutes, is amended 811 

to read: 812 



Florida Senate - 2019 SB 1052 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

20-00389C-19 20191052__ 

 Page 29 of 95  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

324.032 Manner of proving Financial responsibility for; 813 

for-hire passenger transportation vehicles.—Notwithstanding the 814 

provisions of s. 324.031: 815 

(1) An owner or lessee of a for-hire passenger 816 

transportation vehicle that is required to be registered in this 817 

state shall establish and continuously maintain the ability to 818 

respond in damages for liability on account of accidents arising 819 

out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of the for-hire 820 

passenger transportation vehicle, in the amount of: 821 

(a) One hundred twenty-five thousand dollars for bodily 822 

injury to, or the death of, one person in any one crash and, 823 

subject to such limits for one person, in the amount of $250,000 824 

for bodily injury to, or the death of, two or more persons in 825 

any one crash; and A person who is either the owner or a lessee 826 

required to maintain insurance under s. 627.733(1)(b) and who 827 

operates one or more taxicabs, limousines, jitneys, or any other 828 

for-hire passenger transportation vehicles may prove financial 829 

responsibility by furnishing satisfactory evidence of holding a 830 

motor vehicle liability policy, but with minimum limits of 831 

$125,000/250,000/50,000. 832 

(b) Fifty thousand dollars for damage to, or destruction 833 

of, property of others in any one crash A person who is either 834 

the owner or a lessee required to maintain insurance under s. 835 

324.021(9)(b) and who operates limousines, jitneys, or any other 836 

for-hire passenger vehicles, other than taxicabs, may prove 837 

financial responsibility by furnishing satisfactory evidence of 838 

holding a motor vehicle liability policy as defined in s. 839 

324.031. 840 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), the requirements 841 
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of this section must be met by the owner or lessee providing 842 

satisfactory evidence of holding a motor vehicle liability 843 

policy conforming to the requirements of s. 324.151 which is 844 

issued by an insurance carrier that is a member of the Florida 845 

Insurance Guaranty Association. 846 

(3)(2) An owner or a lessee who is required to maintain 847 

insurance under s. 324.021(9)(b) and who operates at least 300 848 

taxicabs, limousines, jitneys, or any other for-hire passenger 849 

transportation vehicles may provide financial responsibility by 850 

complying with the provisions of s. 324.171, which must such 851 

compliance to be demonstrated by maintaining at its principal 852 

place of business an audited financial statement, prepared in 853 

accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, and 854 

providing to the department a certification issued by a 855 

certified public accountant that the applicant’s net worth is at 856 

least equal to the requirements of s. 324.171 as determined by 857 

the Office of Insurance Regulation of the Financial Services 858 

Commission, including claims liabilities in an amount certified 859 

as adequate by a Fellow of the Casualty Actuarial Society. 860 

 861 

Upon request by the department, the applicant shall must provide 862 

the department at the applicant’s principal place of business in 863 

this state access to the applicant’s underlying financial 864 

information and financial statements that provide the basis of 865 

the certified public accountant’s certification. The applicant 866 

shall reimburse the requesting department for all reasonable 867 

costs incurred by it in reviewing the supporting information. 868 

The maximum amount of self-insurance permissible under this 869 

subsection is $300,000 and must be stated on a per-occurrence 870 
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basis, and the applicant shall maintain adequate excess 871 

insurance issued by an authorized or eligible insurer licensed 872 

or approved by the Office of Insurance Regulation. All risks 873 

self-insured shall remain with the owner or lessee providing it, 874 

and the risks are not transferable to any other person, unless a 875 

policy complying with subsections (1) and (2) subsection (1) is 876 

obtained. 877 

Section 18. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 878 

324.051, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 879 

324.051 Reports of crashes; suspensions of licenses and 880 

registrations.— 881 

(2) 882 

(b) This subsection does shall not apply: 883 

1. To such operator or owner if such operator or owner had 884 

in effect at the time of such crash or traffic conviction a 885 

motor vehicle an automobile liability policy with respect to all 886 

of the registered motor vehicles owned by such operator or 887 

owner. 888 

2. To such operator, if not the owner of such motor 889 

vehicle, if there was in effect at the time of such crash or 890 

traffic conviction a motor vehicle an automobile liability 891 

policy or bond with respect to his or her operation of motor 892 

vehicles not owned by him or her. 893 

3. To such operator or owner if the liability of such 894 

operator or owner for damages resulting from such crash is, in 895 

the judgment of the department, covered by any other form of 896 

liability insurance or bond. 897 

4. To any person who has obtained from the department a 898 

certificate of self-insurance, in accordance with s. 324.171, or 899 
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to any person operating a motor vehicle for such self-insurer. 900 

 901 

No such policy or bond shall be effective under this subsection 902 

unless it contains limits of not less than those specified in s. 903 

324.021(7). 904 

Section 19. Section 324.071, Florida Statutes, is amended 905 

to read: 906 

324.071 Reinstatement; renewal of license; reinstatement 907 

fee.—An Any operator or owner whose license or registration has 908 

been suspended pursuant to s. 324.051(2), s. 324.072, s. 909 

324.081, or s. 324.121 may effect its reinstatement upon 910 

compliance with the provisions of s. 324.051(2)(a)3. or 4., or 911 

s. 324.081(2) and (3), as the case may be, and with one of the 912 

provisions of s. 324.031 and upon payment to the department of a 913 

nonrefundable reinstatement fee of $15. Only one such fee may 914 

shall be paid by any one person regardless irrespective of the 915 

number of licenses and registrations to be then reinstated or 916 

issued to such person. All Such fees must shall be deposited to 917 

a department trust fund. If When the reinstatement of any 918 

license or registration is effected by compliance with s. 919 

324.051(2)(a)3. or 4., the department may shall not renew the 920 

license or registration within a period of 3 years after from 921 

such reinstatement, nor may shall any other license or 922 

registration be issued in the name of such person, unless the 923 

operator continues is continuing to comply with one of the 924 

provisions of s. 324.031. 925 

Section 20. Subsection (1) of section 324.091, Florida 926 

Statutes, is amended to read: 927 

324.091 Notice to department; notice to insurer.— 928 
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(1) Each owner and operator involved in a crash or 929 

conviction case within the purview of this chapter shall furnish 930 

evidence of automobile liability insurance or motor vehicle 931 

liability insurance within 14 days after the date of the mailing 932 

of notice of crash by the department in the form and manner as 933 

it may designate. Upon receipt of evidence that a an automobile 934 

liability policy or motor vehicle liability policy was in effect 935 

at the time of the crash or conviction case, the department 936 

shall forward to the insurer such information for verification 937 

in a method as determined by the department. The insurer shall 938 

respond to the department within 20 days after the notice as to 939 

whether or not such information is valid. If the department 940 

determines that a an automobile liability policy or motor 941 

vehicle liability policy was not in effect and did not provide 942 

coverage for both the owner and the operator, it must shall take 943 

action as it is authorized to do under this chapter. 944 

Section 21. Section 324.151, Florida Statutes, is amended 945 

to read: 946 

324.151 Motor vehicle liability policies; required 947 

provisions.— 948 

(1) A motor vehicle liability policy that serves as to be 949 

proof of financial responsibility under s. 324.031(1)(a) must s. 950 

324.031(1), shall be issued to owners or operators of motor 951 

vehicles under the following provisions: 952 

(a) A motor vehicle An owner’s liability insurance policy 953 

issued to an owner of a motor vehicle registered in this state 954 

must shall designate by explicit description or by appropriate 955 

reference all motor vehicles for with respect to which coverage 956 

is thereby granted. The policy must and shall insure the person 957 
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or persons owner named therein and any other person as operator 958 

using such motor vehicle or motor vehicles with the express or 959 

implied permission of such owner against loss from the liability 960 

imposed by law for damage arising out of the ownership, 961 

maintenance, or use of any such motor vehicle or motor vehicles 962 

within the United States or the Dominion of Canada, subject to 963 

limits, exclusive of interest and costs with respect to each 964 

such motor vehicle, as is provided for under s. 324.021(7). 965 

Insurers may make available, with respect to property damage 966 

liability coverage, a deductible amount not to exceed $500. In 967 

the event of a property damage loss covered by a policy 968 

containing a property damage deductible provision, the insurer 969 

shall pay to the third-party claimant the amount of any property 970 

damage liability settlement or judgment, subject to policy 971 

limits, as if no deductible existed. 972 

(b) An operator’s motor vehicle liability policy of 973 

insurance must shall insure the person or persons named therein 974 

against loss from the liability imposed upon him or her by law 975 

for damages arising out of the use by the person of any motor 976 

vehicle not owned by him or her, with the same territorial 977 

limits and subject to the same limits of liability as referred 978 

to above with respect to an owner’s policy of liability 979 

insurance. 980 

(c) All such motor vehicle liability policies must shall 981 

state the name and address of the named insured, the coverage 982 

afforded by the policy, the premium charged therefor, the policy 983 

period, and the limits of liability, and must shall contain an 984 

agreement or be endorsed that insurance is provided in 985 

accordance with the coverage defined in this chapter as respects 986 
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bodily injury and death or property damage or both and is 987 

subject to all provisions of this chapter. The Said policies 988 

must shall also contain a provision that the satisfaction by an 989 

insured of a judgment for such injury or damage may shall not be 990 

a condition precedent to the right or duty of the insurance 991 

carrier to make payment on account of such injury or damage, and 992 

must shall also contain a provision that bankruptcy or 993 

insolvency of the insured or of the insured’s estate may shall 994 

not relieve the insurance carrier of any of its obligations 995 

under the said policy. 996 

(2) The provisions of This section is shall not be 997 

applicable to any motor vehicle automobile liability policy 998 

unless and until it is furnished as proof of financial 999 

responsibility for the future pursuant to s. 324.031, and then 1000 

applies only from and after the date the said policy is so 1001 

furnished. 1002 

Section 22. Section 324.161, Florida Statutes, is amended 1003 

to read: 1004 

324.161 Proof of financial responsibility; deposit.—If a 1005 

person elects to prove his or her financial responsibility under 1006 

the method of proof specified in s. 324.031(1)(b), he or she 1007 

annually must obtain and submit to the department proof of a 1008 

certificate of deposit in the amount required under s. 1009 

324.031(2) from a financial institution insured by the Federal 1010 

Deposit Insurance Corporation or the National Credit Union 1011 

Administration Annually, before any certificate of insurance may 1012 

be issued to a person, including any firm, partnership, 1013 

association, corporation, or other person, other than a natural 1014 

person, proof of a certificate of deposit of $30,000 issued and 1015 
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held by a financial institution must be submitted to the 1016 

department. A power of attorney will be issued to and held by 1017 

the department and may be executed upon a judgment issued 1018 

against such person making the deposit, for damages for because 1019 

of bodily injury to or death of any person or for damages for 1020 

because of injury to or destruction of property resulting from 1021 

the use or operation of any motor vehicle occurring after such 1022 

deposit was made. Money so deposited is shall not be subject to 1023 

attachment or execution unless such attachment or execution 1024 

arises shall arise out of a lawsuit suit for such damages as 1025 

aforesaid. 1026 

Section 23. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 324.171, 1027 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1028 

324.171 Self-insurer.— 1029 

(1) A Any person may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining 1030 

a certificate of self-insurance from the department. which may, 1031 

in its discretion and Upon application of such a person, the 1032 

department may issue a said certificate of self-insurance to an 1033 

applicant who satisfies when such person has satisfied the 1034 

requirements of this section. Effective January 1, 2020 to 1035 

qualify as a self-insurer under this section: 1036 

(a) A private individual with private passenger vehicles 1037 

shall possess a net unencumbered worth of at least $100,000 1038 

$40,000. 1039 

(b) A person, including any firm, partnership, association, 1040 

corporation, or other person, other than a natural person, 1041 

shall: 1042 

1. Possess a net unencumbered worth of at least $100,000 1043 

$40,000 for the first motor vehicle and $50,000 $20,000 for each 1044 
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additional motor vehicle; or 1045 

2. Maintain sufficient net worth, in an amount determined 1046 

by the department, to be financially responsible for potential 1047 

losses. The department annually shall determine the minimum net 1048 

worth sufficient to satisfy this subparagraph as determined 1049 

annually by the department, pursuant to rules adopted 1050 

promulgated by the department, with the assistance of the Office 1051 

of Insurance Regulation of the Financial Services Commission, to 1052 

be financially responsible for potential losses. The rules must 1053 

consider any shall take into consideration excess insurance 1054 

carried by the applicant. The department’s determination must 1055 

shall be based upon reasonable actuarial principles considering 1056 

the frequency, severity, and loss development of claims incurred 1057 

by casualty insurers writing coverage on the type of motor 1058 

vehicles for which a certificate of self-insurance is desired. 1059 

(c) The owner of a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in 1060 

s. 207.002 or s. 320.01, may qualify as a self-insurer subject 1061 

to the standards provided for in subparagraph (b)2. 1062 

(2) The self-insurance certificate must shall provide 1063 

limits of liability insurance in the amounts specified under s. 1064 

324.021(7) or s. 627.7415 and shall provide personal injury 1065 

protection coverage under s. 627.733(3)(b). 1066 

Section 24. Section 324.251, Florida Statutes, is amended 1067 

to read: 1068 

324.251 Short title.—This chapter may be cited as the 1069 

“Financial Responsibility Law of 2019 1955” and is shall become 1070 

effective at 12:01 a.m., January 1, 2020 October 1, 1955. 1071 

Section 25. Subsection (4) of section 400.9905, Florida 1072 

Statutes, is amended to read: 1073 
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400.9905 Definitions.— 1074 

(4)(a) “Clinic” means an entity where health care services 1075 

are provided to individuals and which tenders charges for 1076 

reimbursement for such services, including a mobile clinic and a 1077 

portable equipment provider. As used in this part, the term does 1078 

not include and the licensure requirements of this part do not 1079 

apply to: 1080 

1.(a) Entities licensed or registered by the state under 1081 

chapter 395; entities licensed or registered by the state and 1082 

providing only health care services within the scope of services 1083 

authorized under their respective licenses under ss. 383.30-1084 

383.332, chapter 390, chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter 1085 

except part X, chapter 429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 1086 

466, chapter 478, chapter 484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal 1087 

disease providers authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 405, subpart 1088 

U; providers certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B or 1089 

subpart H; or any entity that provides neonatal or pediatric 1090 

hospital-based health care services or other health care 1091 

services by licensed practitioners solely within a hospital 1092 

licensed under chapter 395. 1093 

2.(b) Entities that own, directly or indirectly, entities 1094 

licensed or registered by the state pursuant to chapter 395; 1095 

entities that own, directly or indirectly, entities licensed or 1096 

registered by the state and providing only health care services 1097 

within the scope of services authorized pursuant to their 1098 

respective licenses under ss. 383.30-383.332, chapter 390, 1099 

chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter except part X, chapter 1100 

429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 466, chapter 478, chapter 1101 

484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal disease providers 1102 
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authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 405, subpart U; providers 1103 

certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B or subpart H; or 1104 

any entity that provides neonatal or pediatric hospital-based 1105 

health care services by licensed practitioners solely within a 1106 

hospital licensed under chapter 395. 1107 

3.(c) Entities that are owned, directly or indirectly, by 1108 

an entity licensed or registered by the state pursuant to 1109 

chapter 395; entities that are owned, directly or indirectly, by 1110 

an entity licensed or registered by the state and providing only 1111 

health care services within the scope of services authorized 1112 

pursuant to their respective licenses under ss. 383.30-383.332, 1113 

chapter 390, chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter except part 1114 

X, chapter 429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 466, chapter 1115 

478, chapter 484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal disease 1116 

providers authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 405, subpart U; 1117 

providers certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B or 1118 

subpart H; or any entity that provides neonatal or pediatric 1119 

hospital-based health care services by licensed practitioners 1120 

solely within a hospital under chapter 395. 1121 

4.(d) Entities that are under common ownership, directly or 1122 

indirectly, with an entity licensed or registered by the state 1123 

pursuant to chapter 395; entities that are under common 1124 

ownership, directly or indirectly, with an entity licensed or 1125 

registered by the state and providing only health care services 1126 

within the scope of services authorized pursuant to their 1127 

respective licenses under ss. 383.30-383.332, chapter 390, 1128 

chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter except part X, chapter 1129 

429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 466, chapter 478, chapter 1130 

484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal disease providers 1131 
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authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 405, subpart U; providers 1132 

certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B or subpart H; or 1133 

any entity that provides neonatal or pediatric hospital-based 1134 

health care services by licensed practitioners solely within a 1135 

hospital licensed under chapter 395. 1136 

5.(e) An entity that is exempt from federal taxation under 1137 

26 U.S.C. s. 501(c)(3) or (4), an employee stock ownership plan 1138 

under 26 U.S.C. s. 409 that has a board of trustees at least 1139 

two-thirds of which are Florida-licensed health care 1140 

practitioners and provides only physical therapy services under 1141 

physician orders, any community college or university clinic, 1142 

and any entity owned or operated by the federal or state 1143 

government, including agencies, subdivisions, or municipalities 1144 

thereof. 1145 

6.(f) A sole proprietorship, group practice, partnership, 1146 

or corporation that provides health care services by physicians 1147 

covered by s. 627.419, that is directly supervised by one or 1148 

more of such physicians, and that is wholly owned by one or more 1149 

of those physicians or by a physician and the spouse, parent, 1150 

child, or sibling of that physician. 1151 

7.(g) A sole proprietorship, group practice, partnership, 1152 

or corporation that provides health care services by licensed 1153 

health care practitioners under chapter 457, chapter 458, 1154 

chapter 459, chapter 460, chapter 461, chapter 462, chapter 463, 1155 

chapter 466, chapter 467, chapter 480, chapter 484, chapter 486, 1156 

chapter 490, chapter 491, or part I, part III, part X, part 1157 

XIII, or part XIV of chapter 468, or s. 464.012, and that is 1158 

wholly owned by one or more licensed health care practitioners, 1159 

or the licensed health care practitioners set forth in this 1160 
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paragraph and the spouse, parent, child, or sibling of a 1161 

licensed health care practitioner if one of the owners who is a 1162 

licensed health care practitioner is supervising the business 1163 

activities and is legally responsible for the entity’s 1164 

compliance with all federal and state laws. However, a health 1165 

care practitioner may not supervise services beyond the scope of 1166 

the practitioner’s license, except that, for the purposes of 1167 

this part, a clinic owned by a licensee in s. 456.053(3)(b) 1168 

which provides only services authorized pursuant to s. 1169 

456.053(3)(b) may be supervised by a licensee specified in s. 1170 

456.053(3)(b). 1171 

8.(h) Clinical facilities affiliated with an accredited 1172 

medical school at which training is provided for medical 1173 

students, residents, or fellows. 1174 

9.(i) Entities that provide only oncology or radiation 1175 

therapy services by physicians licensed under chapter 458 or 1176 

chapter 459 or entities that provide oncology or radiation 1177 

therapy services by physicians licensed under chapter 458 or 1178 

chapter 459 which are owned by a corporation whose shares are 1179 

publicly traded on a recognized stock exchange. 1180 

10.(j) Clinical facilities affiliated with a college of 1181 

chiropractic accredited by the Council on Chiropractic Education 1182 

at which training is provided for chiropractic students. 1183 

11.(k) Entities that provide licensed practitioners to 1184 

staff emergency departments or to deliver anesthesia services in 1185 

facilities licensed under chapter 395 and that derive at least 1186 

90 percent of their gross annual revenues from the provision of 1187 

such services. Entities claiming an exemption from licensure 1188 

under this paragraph must provide documentation demonstrating 1189 
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compliance. 1190 

12.(l) Orthotic, prosthetic, pediatric cardiology, or 1191 

perinatology clinical facilities or anesthesia clinical 1192 

facilities that are not otherwise exempt under subparagraph 1. 1193 

or subparagraph 11. paragraph (a) or paragraph (k) and that are 1194 

a publicly traded corporation or are wholly owned, directly or 1195 

indirectly, by a publicly traded corporation. As used in this 1196 

paragraph, a publicly traded corporation is a corporation that 1197 

issues securities traded on an exchange registered with the 1198 

United States Securities and Exchange Commission as a national 1199 

securities exchange. 1200 

13.(m) Entities that are owned by a corporation that has 1201 

$250 million or more in total annual sales of health care 1202 

services provided by licensed health care practitioners where 1203 

one or more of the persons responsible for the operations of the 1204 

entity is a health care practitioner who is licensed in this 1205 

state and who is responsible for supervising the business 1206 

activities of the entity and is responsible for the entity’s 1207 

compliance with state law for purposes of this part. 1208 

14.(n) Entities that employ 50 or more licensed health care 1209 

practitioners licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 where 1210 

the billing for medical services is under a single tax 1211 

identification number. The application for exemption under this 1212 

subsection must include shall contain information that includes: 1213 

the name, residence, and business address and telephone phone 1214 

number of the entity that owns the practice; a complete list of 1215 

the names and contact information of all the officers and 1216 

directors of the corporation; the name, residence address, 1217 

business address, and medical license number of each licensed 1218 
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Florida health care practitioner employed by the entity; the 1219 

corporate tax identification number of the entity seeking an 1220 

exemption; a listing of health care services to be provided by 1221 

the entity at the health care clinics owned or operated by the 1222 

entity; and a certified statement prepared by an independent 1223 

certified public accountant which states that the entity and the 1224 

health care clinics owned or operated by the entity have not 1225 

received payment for health care services under medical payments 1226 

personal injury protection insurance coverage for the preceding 1227 

year. If the agency determines that an entity that which is 1228 

exempt under this subsection has received payments for medical 1229 

services under medical payments personal injury protection 1230 

insurance coverage, the agency may deny or revoke the exemption 1231 

from licensure under this subsection. 1232 

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) this subsection, an 1233 

entity is shall be deemed a clinic and must be licensed under 1234 

this part in order to receive medical payments coverage 1235 

reimbursement under s. 627.7265 unless the entity is: the 1236 

Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law, ss. 627.730-627.7405, unless 1237 

exempted under s. 627.736(5)(h). 1238 

1. Wholly owned by a physician licensed under chapter 458 1239 

or chapter 459, or by the physician and the spouse, parent, 1240 

child, or sibling of the physician; 1241 

2. Wholly owned by a dentist licensed under chapter 466, or 1242 

by the dentist and the spouse, parent, child, or sibling of the 1243 

dentist; 1244 

3. Wholly owned by a chiropractic physician licensed under 1245 

chapter 460, or by the chiropractic physician and the spouse, 1246 

parent, child, or sibling of the chiropractic physician; 1247 
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4. A hospital or ambulatory surgical center licensed under 1248 

chapter 395; 1249 

5. An entity that wholly owns or is wholly owned, directly 1250 

or indirectly, by a hospital or hospitals licensed under chapter 1251 

395; 1252 

6. A clinical facility affiliated with an accredited 1253 

medical school at which training is provided for medical 1254 

students, residents, or fellows; 1255 

7. Certified under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart H; or 1256 

8. Owned by a publicly traded corporation, either directly 1257 

or indirectly through its subsidiaries, which has $250 million 1258 

or more in total annual sales of health care services provided 1259 

by licensed health care practitioners, if one or more of the 1260 

persons responsible for the operations of the entity are health 1261 

care practitioners who are licensed in this state and are 1262 

responsible for supervising the business activities of the 1263 

entity and the entity’s compliance with state law for purposes 1264 

of this section. 1265 

Section 26. Subsection (6) of section 400.991, Florida 1266 

Statutes, is amended to read: 1267 

400.991 License requirements; background screenings; 1268 

prohibitions.— 1269 

(6) All agency forms for licensure application or exemption 1270 

from licensure under this part must contain the following 1271 

statement: 1272 

 1273 

INSURANCE FRAUD NOTICE.—A person commits a fraudulent 1274 

insurance act, as defined in s. 626.989, Florida 1275 

Statutes, if the person who knowingly submits a false, 1276 
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misleading, or fraudulent application or other 1277 

document when applying for licensure as a health care 1278 

clinic, seeking an exemption from licensure as a 1279 

health care clinic, or demonstrating compliance with 1280 

part X of chapter 400, Florida Statutes, with the 1281 

intent to use the license, exemption from licensure, 1282 

or demonstration of compliance to provide services or 1283 

seek reimbursement under a motor vehicle liability 1284 

insurance policy’s medical payments coverage the 1285 

Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law, commits a 1286 

fraudulent insurance act, as defined in s. 626.989, 1287 

Florida Statutes. A person who presents a claim for 1288 

benefits under medical payments coverage, personal 1289 

injury protection benefits knowing that the payee 1290 

knowingly submitted such health care clinic 1291 

application or document, commits insurance fraud, as 1292 

defined in s. 817.234, Florida Statutes. 1293 

 1294 

Section 27. Paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of section 1295 

400.9935, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1296 

400.9935 Clinic responsibilities.— 1297 

(1) Each clinic shall appoint a medical director or clinic 1298 

director who shall agree in writing to accept legal 1299 

responsibility for the following activities on behalf of the 1300 

clinic. The medical director or the clinic director shall: 1301 

(g) Conduct systematic reviews of clinic billings to ensure 1302 

that the billings are not fraudulent or unlawful. Upon discovery 1303 

of an unlawful charge, the medical director or clinic director 1304 

shall take immediate corrective action. If the clinic performs 1305 
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only the technical component of magnetic resonance imaging, 1306 

static radiographs, computed tomography, or positron emission 1307 

tomography, and provides the professional interpretation of such 1308 

services, in a fixed facility that is accredited by a national 1309 

accrediting organization that is approved by the Centers for 1310 

Medicare and Medicaid Services for magnetic resonance imaging 1311 

and advanced diagnostic imaging services and if, in the 1312 

preceding quarter, the percentage of scans performed by that 1313 

clinic which was billed to motor vehicle all personal injury 1314 

protection insurance carriers under medical payments coverage 1315 

was less than 15 percent, the chief financial officer of the 1316 

clinic may, in a written acknowledgment provided to the agency, 1317 

assume the responsibility for the conduct of the systematic 1318 

reviews of clinic billings to ensure that the billings are not 1319 

fraudulent or unlawful. 1320 

Section 28. Subsection (28) of section 409.901, Florida 1321 

Statutes, is amended to read: 1322 

409.901 Definitions; ss. 409.901-409.920.—As used in ss. 1323 

409.901-409.920, except as otherwise specifically provided, the 1324 

term: 1325 

(28) “Third-party benefit” means any benefit that is or may 1326 

be available at any time through contract, court award, 1327 

judgment, settlement, agreement, or any arrangement between a 1328 

third party and any person or entity, including, without 1329 

limitation, a Medicaid recipient, a provider, another third 1330 

party, an insurer, or the agency, for any Medicaid-covered 1331 

injury, illness, goods, or services, including costs of medical 1332 

services related thereto, for bodily personal injury or for 1333 

death of the recipient, but specifically excluding policies of 1334 
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life insurance policies on the recipient, unless available under 1335 

terms of the policy to pay medical expenses before prior to 1336 

death. The term includes, without limitation, collateral, as 1337 

defined in this section;, health insurance;, any benefit under a 1338 

health maintenance organization, a preferred provider 1339 

arrangement, a prepaid health clinic, liability insurance, 1340 

uninsured motorist insurance, or medical payments coverage; or 1341 

personal injury protection coverage, medical benefits under 1342 

workers’ compensation, and any obligation under law or equity to 1343 

provide medical support. 1344 

Section 29. Paragraph (f) of subsection (11) of section 1345 

409.910, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1346 

409.910 Responsibility for payments on behalf of Medicaid-1347 

eligible persons when other parties are liable.— 1348 

(11) The agency may, as a matter of right, in order to 1349 

enforce its rights under this section, institute, intervene in, 1350 

or join any legal or administrative proceeding in its own name 1351 

in one or more of the following capacities: individually, as 1352 

subrogee of the recipient, as assignee of the recipient, or as 1353 

lienholder of the collateral. 1354 

(f) Notwithstanding any provision in this section to the 1355 

contrary, in the event of an action in tort against a third 1356 

party in which the recipient or his or her legal representative 1357 

is a party which results in a judgment, award, or settlement 1358 

from a third party, the amount recovered shall be distributed as 1359 

follows: 1360 

1. After attorney attorney’s fees and taxable costs as 1361 

defined by the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, one-half of the 1362 

remaining recovery shall be paid to the agency up to the total 1363 
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amount of medical assistance provided by Medicaid. 1364 

2. The remaining amount of the recovery shall be paid to 1365 

the recipient. 1366 

3. For purposes of calculating the agency’s recovery of 1367 

medical assistance benefits paid, the fee for services of an 1368 

attorney retained by the recipient or his or her legal 1369 

representative shall be calculated at 25 percent of the 1370 

judgment, award, or settlement. 1371 

4. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section to 1372 

the contrary, the agency shall be entitled to all medical 1373 

coverage benefits up to the total amount of medical assistance 1374 

provided by Medicaid. For purposes of this paragraph, the term 1375 

“medical coverage” means any benefits under health insurance, a 1376 

health maintenance organization, a preferred provider 1377 

arrangement, or a prepaid health clinic, and the portion of 1378 

benefits designated for medical payments under coverage for 1379 

workers’ compensation coverage, motor vehicle insurance 1380 

coverage, personal injury protection, and casualty coverage. 1381 

Section 30. Paragraph (k) of subsection (2) of section 1382 

456.057, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1383 

456.057 Ownership and control of patient records; report or 1384 

copies of records to be furnished; disclosure of information.— 1385 

(2) As used in this section, the terms “records owner,” 1386 

“health care practitioner,” and “health care practitioner’s 1387 

employer” do not include any of the following persons or 1388 

entities; furthermore, the following persons or entities are not 1389 

authorized to acquire or own medical records, but are authorized 1390 

under the confidentiality and disclosure requirements of this 1391 

section to maintain those documents required by the part or 1392 
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chapter under which they are licensed or regulated: 1393 

(k) Persons or entities practicing under s. 627.7265 s. 1394 

627.736(7). 1395 

Section 31. Paragraphs (ee) and (ff) of subsection (1) of 1396 

section 456.072, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1397 

456.072 Grounds for discipline; penalties; enforcement.— 1398 

(1) The following acts shall constitute grounds for which 1399 

the disciplinary actions specified in subsection (2) may be 1400 

taken: 1401 

(ee) With respect to making a medical payments coverage 1402 

personal injury protection claim under s. 627.7265 as required 1403 

by s. 627.736, intentionally submitting a claim, statement, or 1404 

bill that has been upcoded. As used in this paragraph, the term 1405 

“upcoded” means an action that submits a billing code that would 1406 

result in payment greater in amount than would be paid using a 1407 

billing code that accurately describes the services performed. 1408 

The term does not include an otherwise lawful bill by a magnetic 1409 

resonance imaging facility, which globally combines both 1410 

technical and professional components, if the amount of the 1411 

global bill is not more than the components if billed 1412 

separately; however, payment of such a bill constitutes payment 1413 

in full for all components of such service “upcoded” as defined 1414 

in s. 627.732. 1415 

(ff) With respect to making a medical payments coverage 1416 

personal injury protection claim as required under s. 627.7265 1417 

by s. 627.736, intentionally submitting a claim, statement, or 1418 

bill for payment of services that were not rendered. 1419 

Section 32. Paragraphs (i) and (o) of subsection (1) of 1420 

section 626.9541, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1421 
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626.9541 Unfair methods of competition and unfair or 1422 

deceptive acts or practices defined.— 1423 

(1) UNFAIR METHODS OF COMPETITION AND UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE 1424 

ACTS.—The following are defined as unfair methods of competition 1425 

and unfair or deceptive acts or practices: 1426 

(i) Unfair claim settlement practices.— 1427 

1. Attempting to settle claims on the basis of an 1428 

application, when serving as a binder or intended to become a 1429 

part of the policy, or any other material document which was 1430 

altered without notice to, or knowledge or consent of, the 1431 

insured; 1432 

2. A material misrepresentation made to an insured or any 1433 

other person having an interest in the proceeds payable under 1434 

such contract or policy, for the purpose and with the intent of 1435 

effecting settlement of such claims, loss, or damage under such 1436 

contract or policy on less favorable terms than those provided 1437 

in, and contemplated by, such contract or policy; or 1438 

3. Committing or performing with such frequency as to 1439 

indicate a general business practice any of the following: 1440 

a. Failing to adopt and implement standards for the proper 1441 

investigation of claims; 1442 

b. Misrepresenting pertinent facts or insurance policy 1443 

provisions relating to coverages at issue; 1444 

c. Failing to acknowledge and act promptly upon 1445 

communications with respect to claims; 1446 

d. Denying claims without conducting reasonable 1447 

investigations based upon available information; 1448 

e. Failing to affirm or deny full or partial coverage of 1449 

claims, and, as to partial coverage, the dollar amount or extent 1450 
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of coverage, or failing to provide a written statement that the 1451 

claim is being investigated, upon the written request of the 1452 

insured within 30 days after proof-of-loss statements have been 1453 

completed; 1454 

f. Failing to promptly provide a reasonable explanation in 1455 

writing to the insured of the basis in the insurance policy, in 1456 

relation to the facts or applicable law, for denial of a claim 1457 

or for the offer of a compromise settlement; 1458 

g. Failing to promptly notify the insured of any additional 1459 

information necessary for the processing of a claim; or 1460 

h. Failing to clearly explain the nature of the requested 1461 

information and the reasons why such information is necessary. 1462 

i. Failing to pay personal injury protection insurance 1463 

claims within the time periods required by s. 627.736(4)(b). The 1464 

office may order the insurer to pay restitution to a 1465 

policyholder, medical provider, or other claimant, including 1466 

interest at a rate consistent with the amount set forth in s. 1467 

55.03(1), for the time period within which an insurer fails to 1468 

pay claims as required by law. Restitution is in addition to any 1469 

other penalties allowed by law, including, but not limited to, 1470 

the suspension of the insurer’s certificate of authority. 1471 

4. Failing to pay undisputed amounts of partial or full 1472 

benefits owed under first-party property insurance policies 1473 

within 90 days after an insurer receives notice of a residential 1474 

property insurance claim, determines the amounts of partial or 1475 

full benefits, and agrees to coverage, unless payment of the 1476 

undisputed benefits is prevented by an act of God, prevented by 1477 

the impossibility of performance, or due to actions by the 1478 

insured or claimant that constitute fraud, lack of cooperation, 1479 
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or intentional misrepresentation regarding the claim for which 1480 

benefits are owed. 1481 

(o) Illegal dealings in premiums; excess or reduced charges 1482 

for insurance.— 1483 

1. Knowingly collecting any sum as a premium or charge for 1484 

insurance, which is not then provided, or is not in due course 1485 

to be provided, subject to acceptance of the risk by the 1486 

insurer, by an insurance policy issued by an insurer as 1487 

permitted by this code. 1488 

2. Knowingly collecting as a premium or charge for 1489 

insurance any sum in excess of or less than the premium or 1490 

charge applicable to such insurance, in accordance with the 1491 

applicable classifications and rates as filed with and approved 1492 

by the office, and as specified in the policy; or, in cases when 1493 

classifications, premiums, or rates are not required by this 1494 

code to be so filed and approved, premiums and charges collected 1495 

from a Florida resident in excess of or less than those 1496 

specified in the policy and as fixed by the insurer. 1497 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, this provision shall 1498 

not be deemed to prohibit the charging and collection, by 1499 

surplus lines agents licensed under part VIII of this chapter, 1500 

of the amount of applicable state and federal taxes, or fees as 1501 

authorized by s. 626.916(4), in addition to the premium required 1502 

by the insurer or the charging and collection, by licensed 1503 

agents, of the exact amount of any discount or other such fee 1504 

charged by a credit card facility in connection with the use of 1505 

a credit card, as authorized by subparagraph (q)3., in addition 1506 

to the premium required by the insurer. This subparagraph shall 1507 

not be construed to prohibit collection of a premium for a 1508 
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universal life or a variable or indeterminate value insurance 1509 

policy made in accordance with the terms of the contract. 1510 

3.a. Imposing or requesting an additional premium for 1511 

bodily injury liability coverage, property damage liability 1512 

coverage a policy of motor vehicle liability, personal injury 1513 

protection, medical payments coverage payment, or collision 1514 

coverage in a motor vehicle liability insurance policy insurance 1515 

or any combination thereof or refusing to renew the policy 1516 

solely because the insured was involved in a motor vehicle 1517 

accident unless the insurer’s file contains information from 1518 

which the insurer in good faith determines that the insured was 1519 

substantially at fault in the accident. 1520 

b. An insurer which imposes and collects such a surcharge 1521 

or which refuses to renew such policy shall, in conjunction with 1522 

the notice of premium due or notice of nonrenewal, notify the 1523 

named insured that he or she is entitled to reimbursement of 1524 

such amount or renewal of the policy under the conditions listed 1525 

below and will subsequently reimburse him or her or renew the 1526 

policy, if the named insured demonstrates that the operator 1527 

involved in the accident was: 1528 

(I) Lawfully parked; 1529 

(II) Reimbursed by, or on behalf of, a person responsible 1530 

for the accident or has a judgment against such person; 1531 

(III) Struck in the rear by another vehicle headed in the 1532 

same direction and was not convicted of a moving traffic 1533 

violation in connection with the accident; 1534 

(IV) Hit by a “hit-and-run” driver, if the accident was 1535 

reported to the proper authorities within 24 hours after 1536 

discovering the accident; 1537 
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(V) Not convicted of a moving traffic violation in 1538 

connection with the accident, but the operator of the other 1539 

automobile involved in such accident was convicted of a moving 1540 

traffic violation; 1541 

(VI) Finally adjudicated not to be liable by a court of 1542 

competent jurisdiction; 1543 

(VII) In receipt of a traffic citation which was dismissed 1544 

or nolle prossed; or 1545 

(VIII) Not at fault as evidenced by a written statement 1546 

from the insured establishing facts demonstrating lack of fault 1547 

which are not rebutted by information in the insurer’s file from 1548 

which the insurer in good faith determines that the insured was 1549 

substantially at fault. 1550 

c. In addition to the other provisions of this 1551 

subparagraph, an insurer may not fail to renew a policy if the 1552 

insured has had only one accident in which he or she was at 1553 

fault within the current 3-year period. However, an insurer may 1554 

nonrenew a policy for reasons other than accidents in accordance 1555 

with s. 627.728. This subparagraph does not prohibit nonrenewal 1556 

of a policy under which the insured has had three or more 1557 

accidents, regardless of fault, during the most recent 3-year 1558 

period. 1559 

4. Imposing or requesting an additional premium for, or 1560 

refusing to renew, a policy for motor vehicle insurance solely 1561 

because the insured committed a noncriminal traffic infraction 1562 

as described in s. 318.14 unless the infraction is: 1563 

a. A second infraction committed within an 18-month period, 1564 

or a third or subsequent infraction committed within a 36-month 1565 

period. 1566 
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b. A violation of s. 316.183, when such violation is a 1567 

result of exceeding the lawful speed limit by more than 15 miles 1568 

per hour. 1569 

5. Upon the request of the insured, the insurer and 1570 

licensed agent shall supply to the insured the complete proof of 1571 

fault or other criteria which justifies the additional charge or 1572 

cancellation. 1573 

6. No insurer shall impose or request an additional premium 1574 

for motor vehicle insurance, cancel or refuse to issue a policy, 1575 

or refuse to renew a policy because the insured or the applicant 1576 

is a handicapped or physically disabled person, so long as such 1577 

handicap or physical disability does not substantially impair 1578 

such person’s mechanically assisted driving ability. 1579 

7. No insurer may cancel or otherwise terminate any 1580 

insurance contract or coverage, or require execution of a 1581 

consent to rate endorsement, during the stated policy term for 1582 

the purpose of offering to issue, or issuing, a similar or 1583 

identical contract or coverage to the same insured with the same 1584 

exposure at a higher premium rate or continuing an existing 1585 

contract or coverage with the same exposure at an increased 1586 

premium. 1587 

8. No insurer may issue a nonrenewal notice on any 1588 

insurance contract or coverage, or require execution of a 1589 

consent to rate endorsement, for the purpose of offering to 1590 

issue, or issuing, a similar or identical contract or coverage 1591 

to the same insured at a higher premium rate or continuing an 1592 

existing contract or coverage at an increased premium without 1593 

meeting any applicable notice requirements. 1594 

9. No insurer shall, with respect to premiums charged for 1595 
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motor vehicle insurance, unfairly discriminate solely on the 1596 

basis of age, sex, marital status, or scholastic achievement. 1597 

10. Imposing or requesting an additional premium for motor 1598 

vehicle comprehensive or uninsured motorist coverage solely 1599 

because the insured was involved in a motor vehicle accident or 1600 

was convicted of a moving traffic violation. 1601 

11. No insurer shall cancel or issue a nonrenewal notice on 1602 

any insurance policy or contract without complying with any 1603 

applicable cancellation or nonrenewal provision required under 1604 

the Florida Insurance Code. 1605 

12. No insurer shall impose or request an additional 1606 

premium, cancel a policy, or issue a nonrenewal notice on any 1607 

insurance policy or contract because of any traffic infraction 1608 

when adjudication has been withheld and no points have been 1609 

assessed pursuant to s. 318.14(9) and (10). However, this 1610 

subparagraph does not apply to traffic infractions involving 1611 

accidents in which the insurer has incurred a loss due to the 1612 

fault of the insured. 1613 

Section 33. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 1614 

626.989, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1615 

626.989 Investigation by department or Division of 1616 

Investigative and Forensic Services; compliance; immunity; 1617 

confidential information; reports to division; division 1618 

investigator’s power of arrest.— 1619 

(1) For the purposes of this section: 1620 

(a) A person commits a “fraudulent insurance act” if the 1621 

person: 1622 

1. Knowingly and with intent to defraud presents, causes to 1623 

be presented, or prepares with knowledge or belief that it will 1624 
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be presented, to or by an insurer, self-insurer, self-insurance 1625 

fund, servicing corporation, purported insurer, broker, or any 1626 

agent thereof, any written statement as part of, or in support 1627 

of, an application for the issuance of, or the rating of, any 1628 

insurance policy, or a claim for payment or other benefit 1629 

pursuant to any insurance policy, which the person knows to 1630 

contain materially false information concerning any fact 1631 

material thereto or if the person conceals, for the purpose of 1632 

misleading another, information concerning any fact material 1633 

thereto. 1634 

2. Knowingly submits: 1635 

a. A false, misleading, or fraudulent application or other 1636 

document when applying for licensure as a health care clinic, 1637 

seeking an exemption from licensure as a health care clinic, or 1638 

demonstrating compliance with part X of chapter 400 with an 1639 

intent to use the license, exemption from licensure, or 1640 

demonstration of compliance to provide services or seek 1641 

reimbursement under a motor vehicle liability insurance policy’s 1642 

medical payments coverage the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault 1643 

Law. 1644 

b. A claim for payment or other benefit under medical 1645 

payments coverage pursuant to a personal injury protection 1646 

insurance policy under the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law if 1647 

the person knows that the payee knowingly submitted a false, 1648 

misleading, or fraudulent application or other document when 1649 

applying for licensure as a health care clinic, seeking an 1650 

exemption from licensure as a health care clinic, or 1651 

demonstrating compliance with part X of chapter 400. 1652 

Section 34. Subsection (1) of section 627.06501, Florida 1653 
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Statutes, is amended to read: 1654 

627.06501 Insurance discounts for certain persons 1655 

completing driver improvement course.— 1656 

(1) Any rate, rating schedule, or rating manual for the 1657 

liability, medical payments personal injury protection, and 1658 

collision coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed 1659 

with the office may provide for an appropriate reduction in 1660 

premium charges as to such coverages if when the principal 1661 

operator on the covered vehicle has successfully completed a 1662 

driver improvement course approved and certified by the 1663 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles which is 1664 

effective in reducing crash or violation rates, or both, as 1665 

determined pursuant to s. 318.1451(5). Any discount, not to 1666 

exceed 10 percent, used by an insurer is presumed to be 1667 

appropriate unless credible data demonstrates otherwise. 1668 

Section 35. Subsection (1) of section 627.0652, Florida 1669 

Statutes, is amended to read: 1670 

627.0652 Insurance discounts for certain persons completing 1671 

safety course.— 1672 

(1) Any rates, rating schedules, or rating manuals for the 1673 

liability, medical payments personal injury protection, and 1674 

collision coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed 1675 

with the office must shall provide for an appropriate reduction 1676 

in premium charges as to such coverages if when the principal 1677 

operator on the covered vehicle is an insured 55 years of age or 1678 

older who has successfully completed a motor vehicle accident 1679 

prevention course approved by the Department of Highway Safety 1680 

and Motor Vehicles. Any discount used by an insurer is presumed 1681 

to be appropriate unless credible data demonstrates otherwise. 1682 
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Section 36. Subsections (1), (3), and (6) of section 1683 

627.0653, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1684 

627.0653 Insurance discounts for specified motor vehicle 1685 

equipment.— 1686 

(1) Any rates, rating schedules, or rating manuals for the 1687 

liability, medical payments personal injury protection, and 1688 

collision coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed 1689 

with the office must shall provide a premium discount if the 1690 

insured vehicle is equipped with factory-installed, four-wheel 1691 

antilock brakes. 1692 

(3) Any rates, rating schedules, or rating manuals for 1693 

personal injury protection coverage and medical payments 1694 

coverage, if offered, of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed 1695 

with the office must shall provide a premium discount if the 1696 

insured vehicle is equipped with one or more air bags that which 1697 

are factory installed. 1698 

(6) The Office of Insurance Regulation may approve a 1699 

premium discount to any rates, rating schedules, or rating 1700 

manuals for the liability, medical payments personal injury 1701 

protection, and collision coverages of a motor vehicle insurance 1702 

policy filed with the office if the insured vehicle is equipped 1703 

with autonomous driving technology or electronic vehicle 1704 

collision avoidance technology that is factory installed or a 1705 

retrofitted system and that complies with National Highway 1706 

Traffic Safety Administration standards. 1707 

Section 37. Section 627.4132, Florida Statutes, is amended 1708 

to read: 1709 

627.4132 Stacking of coverages prohibited.—If an insured or 1710 

named insured is protected by any type of motor vehicle 1711 
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insurance policy for bodily injury and property damage 1712 

liability, personal injury protection, or other coverage, the 1713 

policy must shall provide that the insured or named insured is 1714 

protected only to the extent of the coverage she or he has on 1715 

the vehicle involved in the accident. However, if none of the 1716 

insured’s or named insured’s vehicles are is involved in the 1717 

accident, coverage is available only to the extent of coverage 1718 

on any one of the vehicles with applicable coverage. Coverage on 1719 

any other vehicles may shall not be added to or stacked upon 1720 

that coverage. This section does not apply: 1721 

(1) To uninsured motorist coverage that which is separately 1722 

governed by s. 627.727. 1723 

(2) To reduce the coverage available by reason of insurance 1724 

policies insuring different named insureds. 1725 

Section 38. Section 627.7263, Florida Statutes, is amended 1726 

to read: 1727 

627.7263 Rental and leasing driver’s insurance to be 1728 

primary; exception.— 1729 

(1) The valid and collectible liability insurance and 1730 

medical payments coverage or personal injury protection 1731 

insurance providing coverage for the lessor of a motor vehicle 1732 

for rent or lease is primary unless otherwise stated in at least 1733 

10-point type on the face of the rental or lease agreement. Such 1734 

insurance is primary for the limits of liability and personal 1735 

injury protection coverage as required by s. 324.021(7) and the 1736 

medical payments coverage limit specified under s. 627.7265 ss. 1737 

324.021(7) and 627.736. 1738 

(2) If the lessee’s coverage is to be primary, the rental 1739 

or lease agreement must contain the following language, in at 1740 
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least 10-point type: 1741 

 1742 

“The valid and collectible liability insurance and 1743 

medical payments coverage personal injury protection 1744 

insurance of an any authorized rental or leasing 1745 

driver is primary for the limits of liability and 1746 

personal injury protection coverage required under 1747 

section 324.021(7), Florida Statutes, and the medical 1748 

payments coverage limit specified under section 1749 

627.7265 by ss. 324.021(7) and 627.736, Florida 1750 

Statutes.” 1751 

Section 39. Section 627.7265, Florida Statutes, is created 1752 

to read: 1753 

627.7265 Motor vehicle insurance; medical payments 1754 

coverage.— 1755 

(1) Medical payments coverage must protect the named 1756 

insured, resident relatives, persons operating the insured motor 1757 

vehicle, passengers in the insured motor vehicle, and persons 1758 

who are struck by the insured motor vehicle and suffer bodily 1759 

injury while not an occupant of a self-propelled motor vehicle 1760 

at a limit of at least $5,000 for medical expense incurred due 1761 

to bodily injury, sickness, or disease arising out of the 1762 

ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle. The coverage 1763 

must provide an additional death benefit of at least $5,000. 1764 

(a) Before issuing a motor vehicle liability insurance 1765 

policy that is furnished as proof of financial responsibility 1766 

under s. 324.031, the insurer must offer medical payments 1767 

coverage at limits of $5,000 and $10,000. The insurer may also 1768 

offer medical payments coverage at limits greater than $5,000. 1769 
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(b) The medical payments coverage must be offered with an 1770 

option with no deductible. The insurer may also offer medical 1771 

payments coverage with a deductible not to exceed $500. 1772 

(c) Each motor vehicle liability insurance policy that is 1773 

furnished as proof of financial responsibility under s. 324.0031 1774 

is deemed to have: 1775 

1. Medical payments coverage to a limit of $10,000, unless 1776 

the insurer obtains the policyholder’s written refusal of 1777 

medical payments coverage or written selection of medical 1778 

payments coverage at a limit other than $10,000. The rejection 1779 

or selection of coverage at a limit other than $10,000 must be 1780 

made on a form approved by the office. 1781 

2. No medical payments coverage deductible, unless the 1782 

insurer obtains the policyholder’s written selection of a 1783 

deductible of up to $500. The selection of a deductible must be 1784 

made on a form approved by the office. 1785 

(d)1. The forms in subparagraphs (c)1. and 2. must fully 1786 

advise the applicant of the nature of the coverage being 1787 

rejected or the policy limit or deductible being selected. If 1788 

such form is signed by a named insured, it is conclusively 1789 

presumed that there was an informed, knowing rejection of the 1790 

coverage or election of the policy limit or deductible selected. 1791 

2. Unless the policyholder requests in writing the coverage 1792 

specified in this section, it need not be provided in or 1793 

supplemental to any other policy that renews, insures, extends, 1794 

changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing policy if the 1795 

policyholder has rejected the coverage specified in this section 1796 

or has selected an alternative coverage limit or deductible. At 1797 

least annually, the insurer shall provide the policyholder with 1798 
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a notice of the availability of such coverage in a form approved 1799 

by the office. Such notice must be part of, and attached to, the 1800 

notice of premium and must provide for a means to allow the 1801 

insured to request medical payments coverage at the limits and 1802 

deductibles required to be offered under this section. The 1803 

notice must be given in a manner approved by the office. Receipt 1804 

of this notice does not constitute an affirmative waiver of the 1805 

insured’s right to medical payments coverage if the insured has 1806 

not signed a selection or rejection form. 1807 

(e) This section may not be construed to limit any other 1808 

coverage made available by an insurer. 1809 

(2) Upon receiving notice of an accident that is 1810 

potentially covered by medical payments coverage benefits, the 1811 

insurer must reserve $5,000 of medical payments coverage 1812 

benefits for payment to physicians licensed under chapter 458 or 1813 

chapter 459 or dentists licensed under chapter 466 who provide 1814 

emergency services and care, as defined in s. 395.002, or who 1815 

provide hospital inpatient care. The amount required to be held 1816 

in reserve may be used only to pay claims from such physicians 1817 

or dentists until 30 days after the date the insurer receives 1818 

notice of the accident. After the 30-day period, any amount of 1819 

the reserve for which the insurer has not received notice of 1820 

such claims may be used by the insurer to pay other claims. This 1821 

subsection does not require an insurer to establish a claim 1822 

reserve for insurance accounting purposes. 1823 

(3) An insurer providing medical payments coverage benefits 1824 

may not have a: 1825 

(a) Lien on any recovery in tort by judgment, settlement, 1826 

or otherwise for medical payments coverage benefits, whether 1827 
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suit has been filed or settlement has been reached without suit; 1828 

(b) Cause of action against an alleged tortfeasor for 1829 

benefits paid under medical payments coverage; or 1830 

(c) Cause of action against a person to whom or for whom 1831 

medical payments coverage benefits were paid, except when 1832 

medical payments coverage benefits are paid by reason of fraud 1833 

by such person. 1834 

Section 40. Subsections (1) and (7) of section 627.727, 1835 

Florida Statutes, are amended, and present subsections (8), (9), 1836 

and (10) of that section are redesignated as subsections (7), 1837 

(8), and (9), respectively, to read: 1838 

627.727 Motor vehicle insurance; uninsured and underinsured 1839 

vehicle coverage; insolvent insurer protection.— 1840 

(1) A No motor vehicle liability insurance policy that 1841 

which provides bodily injury liability coverage may not shall be 1842 

delivered or issued for delivery in this state with respect to 1843 

any specifically insured or identified motor vehicle registered 1844 

or principally garaged in this state, unless uninsured motor 1845 

vehicle coverage is provided therein or supplemental thereto for 1846 

the protection of persons insured thereunder who are legally 1847 

entitled to recover damages from owners or operators of 1848 

uninsured motor vehicles because of bodily injury, sickness, or 1849 

disease, including death, resulting therefrom. However, the 1850 

coverage required under this section is not applicable if when, 1851 

or to the extent that, an insured named in the policy makes a 1852 

written rejection of the coverage on behalf of all insureds 1853 

under the policy. If When a motor vehicle is leased for a period 1854 

of 1 year or longer and the lessor of such vehicle, by the terms 1855 

of the lease contract, provides liability coverage on the leased 1856 
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vehicle, the lessee of such vehicle has shall have the sole 1857 

privilege to reject uninsured motorist coverage or to select 1858 

lower limits than the bodily injury liability limits, regardless 1859 

of whether the lessor is qualified as a self-insurer pursuant to 1860 

s. 324.171. Unless an insured, or a lessee having the privilege 1861 

of rejecting uninsured motorist coverage, requests such coverage 1862 

or requests higher uninsured motorist limits in writing, the 1863 

coverage or such higher uninsured motorist limits need not be 1864 

provided in or supplemental to any other policy that which 1865 

renews, extends, changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing 1866 

policy with the same bodily injury liability limits when an 1867 

insured or lessee had rejected the coverage. When an insured or 1868 

lessee has initially selected limits of uninsured motorist 1869 

coverage lower than her or his bodily injury liability limits, 1870 

higher limits of uninsured motorist coverage need not be 1871 

provided in or supplemental to any other policy that which 1872 

renews, extends, changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing 1873 

policy with the same bodily injury liability limits unless an 1874 

insured requests higher uninsured motorist coverage in writing. 1875 

The rejection or selection of lower limits must shall be made on 1876 

a form approved by the office. The form must shall fully advise 1877 

the applicant of the nature of the coverage and must shall state 1878 

that the coverage is equal to bodily injury liability limits 1879 

unless lower limits are requested or the coverage is rejected. 1880 

The heading of the form must shall be in 12-point bold type and 1881 

must shall state: “You are electing not to purchase certain 1882 

valuable coverage that which protects you and your family or you 1883 

are purchasing uninsured motorist limits less than your bodily 1884 

injury liability limits when you sign this form. Please read 1885 
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carefully.” If this form is signed by a named insured, it will 1886 

be conclusively presumed that there was an informed, knowing 1887 

rejection of coverage or election of lower limits on behalf of 1888 

all insureds. The insurer shall notify the named insured at 1889 

least annually of her or his options as to the coverage required 1890 

by this section. Such notice must shall be part of, and attached 1891 

to, the notice of premium, must shall provide for a means to 1892 

allow the insured to request such coverage, and must shall be 1893 

given in a manner approved by the office. Receipt of this notice 1894 

does not constitute an affirmative waiver of the insured’s right 1895 

to uninsured motorist coverage if where the insured has not 1896 

signed a selection or rejection form. The coverage described 1897 

under this section must shall be over and above, but may shall 1898 

not duplicate, the benefits available to an insured under any 1899 

workers’ compensation law, personal injury protection benefits, 1900 

disability benefits law, or similar law; under any automobile 1901 

medical payments expense coverage; under any motor vehicle 1902 

liability insurance coverage; or from the owner or operator of 1903 

the uninsured motor vehicle or any other person or organization 1904 

jointly or severally liable together with such owner or operator 1905 

for the accident,; and such coverage must shall cover the 1906 

difference, if any, between the sum of such benefits and the 1907 

damages sustained, up to the maximum amount of such coverage 1908 

provided under this section. The amount of coverage available 1909 

under this section may shall not be reduced by a setoff against 1910 

any coverage, including liability insurance. Such coverage does 1911 

shall not inure directly or indirectly to the benefit of any 1912 

workers’ compensation or disability benefits carrier or any 1913 

person or organization qualifying as a self-insurer under any 1914 
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workers’ compensation or disability benefits law or similar law. 1915 

(7) The legal liability of an uninsured motorist coverage 1916 

insurer does not include damages in tort for pain, suffering, 1917 

mental anguish, and inconvenience unless the injury or disease 1918 

is described in one or more of paragraphs (a)-(d) of s. 1919 

627.737(2). 1920 

Section 41. Subsection (1) and paragraphs (a) and (b) of 1921 

subsection (2) of section 627.7275, Florida Statutes, are 1922 

amended to read: 1923 

627.7275 Motor vehicle liability.— 1924 

(1) A motor vehicle insurance policy providing personal 1925 

injury protection as set forth in s. 627.736 may not be 1926 

delivered or issued for delivery in this state for a with 1927 

respect to any specifically insured or identified motor vehicle 1928 

registered or principally garaged in this state must provide 1929 

bodily injury liability coverage and unless the policy also 1930 

provides coverage for property damage liability coverage as 1931 

required under by s. 324.022. 1932 

(2)(a) Insurers writing motor vehicle insurance in this 1933 

state shall make available, subject to the insurers’ usual 1934 

underwriting restrictions: 1935 

1. Coverage under policies as described in subsection (1) 1936 

to an applicant for private passenger motor vehicle insurance 1937 

coverage who is seeking the coverage in order to reinstate the 1938 

applicant’s driving privileges in this state if the driving 1939 

privileges were revoked or suspended pursuant to s. 316.646 or 1940 

s. 324.0221 due to the failure of the applicant to maintain 1941 

required security. 1942 

2. Coverage under policies as described in subsection (1), 1943 
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which includes bodily injury also provides liability coverage 1944 

and property damage liability coverage, for bodily injury, 1945 

death, and property damage arising out of the ownership, 1946 

maintenance, or use of the motor vehicle in an amount not less 1947 

than the minimum limits required under described in s. 1948 

324.021(7) or s. 324.023 and which conforms to the requirements 1949 

of s. 324.151, to an applicant for private passenger motor 1950 

vehicle insurance coverage who is seeking the coverage in order 1951 

to reinstate the applicant’s driving privileges in this state 1952 

after such privileges were revoked or suspended under s. 316.193 1953 

or s. 322.26(2) for driving under the influence. 1954 

(b) The policies described in paragraph (a) must shall be 1955 

issued for at least 6 months and, as to the minimum coverages 1956 

required under this section, may not be canceled by the insured 1957 

for any reason or by the insurer after 60 days, during which 1958 

period the insurer is completing the underwriting of the policy. 1959 

After the insurer has completed underwriting the policy, the 1960 

insurer shall notify the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 1961 

Vehicles that the policy is in full force and effect and is not 1962 

cancelable for the remainder of the policy period. A premium 1963 

must shall be collected and the coverage is in effect for the 1964 

60-day period during which the insurer is completing the 1965 

underwriting of the policy, whether or not the person’s driver 1966 

license, motor vehicle tag, and motor vehicle registration are 1967 

in effect. Once the noncancelable provisions of the policy 1968 

become effective, the bodily injury liability and property 1969 

damage liability coverages for bodily injury, property damage, 1970 

and personal injury protection may not be reduced below the 1971 

minimum limits required under s. 324.021 or s. 324.023 during 1972 
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the policy period. 1973 

Section 42. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 1974 

627.728, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1975 

627.728 Cancellations; nonrenewals.— 1976 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 1977 

(a) “Policy” means the bodily injury and property damage 1978 

liability, personal injury protection, medical payments, 1979 

comprehensive, collision, and uninsured motorist coverage 1980 

portions of a policy of motor vehicle insurance delivered or 1981 

issued for delivery in this state: 1982 

1. Insuring a natural person as named insured or one or 1983 

more related individuals who are residents resident of the same 1984 

household; and 1985 

2. Insuring only a motor vehicle of the private passenger 1986 

type or station wagon type which is not used as a public or 1987 

livery conveyance for passengers or rented to others; or 1988 

insuring any other four-wheel motor vehicle having a load 1989 

capacity of 1,500 pounds or less which is not used in the 1990 

occupation, profession, or business of the insured other than 1991 

farming; other than any policy issued under an automobile 1992 

insurance assigned risk plan or covering garage, automobile 1993 

sales agency, repair shop, service station, or public parking 1994 

place operation hazards. 1995 

 1996 

The term “policy” does not include a binder as defined in s. 1997 

627.420 unless the duration of the binder period exceeds 60 1998 

days. 1999 

Section 43. Subsection (1), paragraph (a) of subsection 2000 

(5), and subsections (6) and (7) of section 627.7295, Florida 2001 
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Statutes, are amended to read: 2002 

627.7295 Motor vehicle insurance contracts.— 2003 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 2004 

(a) “Policy” means a motor vehicle insurance policy that 2005 

provides bodily injury liability personal injury protection 2006 

coverage and, property damage liability coverage, or both. 2007 

(b) “Binder” means a binder that provides motor vehicle 2008 

bodily injury liability coverage personal injury protection and 2009 

property damage liability coverage. 2010 

(5)(a) A licensed general lines agent may charge a per-2011 

policy fee up to not to exceed $10 to cover the administrative 2012 

costs of the agent associated with selling the motor vehicle 2013 

insurance policy if the policy covers only bodily injury 2014 

liability coverage personal injury protection coverage as 2015 

provided by s. 627.736 and property damage liability coverage as 2016 

provided by s. 627.7275 and if no other insurance is sold or 2017 

issued in conjunction with or collateral to the policy. The fee 2018 

is not considered part of the premium. 2019 

(6) If a motor vehicle owner’s driver license, license 2020 

plate, and registration have previously been suspended pursuant 2021 

to s. 316.646 or s. 627.733, an insurer may cancel a new policy 2022 

only as provided in s. 627.7275. 2023 

(7) A policy of private passenger motor vehicle insurance 2024 

or a binder for such a policy may be initially issued in this 2025 

state only if, before the effective date of such binder or 2026 

policy, the insurer or agent has collected from the insured an 2027 

amount equal to 2 months’ premium from the insured. An insurer, 2028 

agent, or premium finance company may not, directly or 2029 

indirectly, take any action that results resulting in the 2030 
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insured paying having paid from the insured’s own funds an 2031 

amount less than the 2 months’ premium required by this 2032 

subsection. This subsection applies without regard to whether 2033 

the premium is financed by a premium finance company or is paid 2034 

pursuant to a periodic payment plan of an insurer or an 2035 

insurance agent. 2036 

(a) This subsection does not apply: 2037 

1. If an insured or member of the insured’s family is 2038 

renewing or replacing a policy or a binder for such policy 2039 

written by the same insurer or a member of the same insurer 2040 

group. This subsection does not apply 2041 

2. To an insurer that issues private passenger motor 2042 

vehicle coverage primarily to active duty or former military 2043 

personnel or their dependents. This subsection does not apply 2044 

3. If all policy payments are paid pursuant to a payroll 2045 

deduction plan, an automatic electronic funds transfer payment 2046 

plan from the policyholder, or a recurring credit card or debit 2047 

card agreement with the insurer. 2048 

(b) This subsection and subsection (4) do not apply if: 2049 

1. All policy payments to an insurer are paid pursuant to 2050 

an automatic electronic funds transfer payment plan from an 2051 

agent, a managing general agent, or a premium finance company 2052 

and if the policy includes, at a minimum, bodily injury 2053 

liability coverage and personal injury protection pursuant to 2054 

ss. 627.730-627.7405; motor vehicle property damage liability 2055 

coverage pursuant to s. 627.7275; or and bodily injury liability 2056 

in at least the amount of $10,000 because of bodily injury to, 2057 

or death of, one person in any one accident and in the amount of 2058 

$20,000 because of bodily injury to, or death of, two or more 2059 
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persons in any one accident. This subsection and subsection (4) 2060 

do not apply if 2061 

2. An insured has had a policy in effect for at least 6 2062 

months, the insured’s agent is terminated by the insurer that 2063 

issued the policy, and the insured obtains coverage on the 2064 

policy’s renewal date with a new company through the terminated 2065 

agent. 2066 

Section 44. Section 627.7415, Florida Statutes, is amended 2067 

to read: 2068 

627.7415 Commercial motor vehicles; additional liability 2069 

insurance coverage.—Beginning January 1, 2020, commercial motor 2070 

vehicles, as defined in s. 207.002 or s. 320.01, operated upon 2071 

the roads and highways of this state must shall be insured with 2072 

the following minimum levels of combined bodily liability 2073 

insurance and property damage liability insurance in addition to 2074 

any other insurance requirements: 2075 

(1) Sixty Fifty thousand dollars per occurrence for a 2076 

commercial motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 2077 

pounds or more, but less than 35,000 pounds. 2078 

(2) One hundred twenty thousand dollars per occurrence for 2079 

a commercial motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of 35,000 2080 

pounds or more, but less than 44,000 pounds. 2081 

(3) Three hundred thousand dollars per occurrence for a 2082 

commercial motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of 44,000 2083 

pounds or more. 2084 

(4) All commercial motor vehicles subject to regulations of 2085 

the United States Department of Transportation, 49 C.F.R. part 2086 

387, subpart A, and as may be hereinafter amended, shall be 2087 

insured in an amount equivalent to the minimum levels of 2088 
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financial responsibility as set forth in such regulations. 2089 

 2090 

A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction, 2091 

punishable as a nonmoving violation as provided in chapter 318. 2092 

Section 45. Paragraphs (b), (c), and (g) of subsection (7) 2093 

and paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (8) of section 627.748, 2094 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 2095 

627.748 Transportation network companies.— 2096 

(7) TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANY AND TNC DRIVER INSURANCE 2097 

REQUIREMENTS.— 2098 

(b) The following automobile insurance requirements apply 2099 

while a participating TNC driver is logged on to the digital 2100 

network but is not engaged in a prearranged ride: 2101 

1. Automobile insurance that provides: 2102 

a. A primary automobile liability coverage of at least 2103 

$50,000 for death and bodily injury per person, $100,000 for 2104 

death and bodily injury per incident, and $25,000 for property 2105 

damage; and 2106 

b. Personal injury protection benefits that meet the 2107 

minimum coverage amounts required under ss. 627.730-627.7405; 2108 

and 2109 

c. Uninsured and underinsured vehicle coverage as required 2110 

by s. 627.727. 2111 

2. The coverage requirements of this paragraph may be 2112 

satisfied by any of the following: 2113 

a. Automobile insurance maintained by the TNC driver; 2114 

b. Automobile insurance maintained by the TNC; or 2115 

c. A combination of sub-subparagraphs a. and b. 2116 

(c) The following automobile insurance requirements apply 2117 
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while a TNC driver is engaged in a prearranged ride: 2118 

1. Automobile insurance that provides: 2119 

a. A primary automobile liability coverage of at least $1 2120 

million for death, bodily injury, and property damage; and 2121 

b. Personal injury protection benefits that meet the 2122 

minimum coverage amounts required of a limousine under ss. 2123 

627.730-627.7405; and 2124 

c. Uninsured and underinsured vehicle coverage as required 2125 

by s. 627.727. 2126 

2. The coverage requirements of this paragraph may be 2127 

satisfied by any of the following: 2128 

a. Automobile insurance maintained by the TNC driver; 2129 

b. Automobile insurance maintained by the TNC; or 2130 

c. A combination of sub-subparagraphs a. and b. 2131 

(g) Insurance satisfying the requirements under this 2132 

subsection is deemed to satisfy the financial responsibility 2133 

requirement for a motor vehicle under chapter 324 and the 2134 

security required under s. 627.733 for any period when the TNC 2135 

driver is logged onto the digital network or engaged in a 2136 

prearranged ride. 2137 

(8) TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANY AND INSURER; DISCLOSURE; 2138 

EXCLUSIONS.— 2139 

(a) Before a TNC driver is allowed to accept a request for 2140 

a prearranged ride on the digital network, the TNC must disclose 2141 

in writing to the TNC driver: 2142 

1. The insurance coverage, including the types of coverage 2143 

and the limits for each coverage, which the TNC provides while 2144 

the TNC driver uses a TNC vehicle in connection with the TNC’s 2145 

digital network. 2146 
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2. That the TNC driver’s own automobile insurance policy 2147 

might not provide any coverage while the TNC driver is logged on 2148 

to the digital network or is engaged in a prearranged ride, 2149 

depending on the terms of the TNC driver’s own automobile 2150 

insurance policy. 2151 

3. That the provision of rides for compensation which are 2152 

not prearranged rides subjects the driver to the coverage 2153 

requirements imposed under s. 324.032(1) and (2) and that 2154 

failure to meet such coverage requirements subjects the TNC 2155 

driver to penalties provided in s. 324.221, up to and including 2156 

a misdemeanor of the second degree. 2157 

(b)1. An insurer that provides an automobile liability 2158 

insurance policy under this part may exclude any and all 2159 

coverage afforded under the policy issued to an owner or 2160 

operator of a TNC vehicle while driving that vehicle for any 2161 

loss or injury that occurs while a TNC driver is logged on to a 2162 

digital network or while a TNC driver provides a prearranged 2163 

ride. Exclusions imposed under this subsection are limited to 2164 

coverage while a TNC driver is logged on to a digital network or 2165 

while a TNC driver provides a prearranged ride. This right to 2166 

exclude all coverage may apply to any coverage included in an 2167 

automobile insurance policy, including, but not limited to: 2168 

a. Liability coverage for bodily injury and property 2169 

damage; 2170 

b. Uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage; 2171 

c. Medical payments coverage; 2172 

d. Comprehensive physical damage coverage; and 2173 

e. Collision physical damage coverage; and 2174 

f. Personal injury protection. 2175 
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2. The exclusions described in subparagraph 1. apply 2176 

notwithstanding any requirement under chapter 324. These 2177 

exclusions do not affect or diminish coverage otherwise 2178 

available for permissive drivers or resident relatives under the 2179 

personal automobile insurance policy of the TNC driver or owner 2180 

of the TNC vehicle who are not occupying the TNC vehicle at the 2181 

time of loss. This section does not require that a personal 2182 

automobile insurance policy provide coverage while the TNC 2183 

driver is logged on to a digital network, while the TNC driver 2184 

is engaged in a prearranged ride, or while the TNC driver 2185 

otherwise uses a vehicle to transport riders for compensation. 2186 

3. This section must not be construed to require an insurer 2187 

to use any particular policy language or reference to this 2188 

section in order to exclude any and all coverage for any loss or 2189 

injury that occurs while a TNC driver is logged on to a digital 2190 

network or while a TNC driver provides a prearranged ride. 2191 

4. This section does not preclude an insurer from providing 2192 

primary or excess coverage for the TNC driver’s vehicle by 2193 

contract or endorsement. 2194 

Section 46. Section 627.8405, Florida Statutes, is amended 2195 

to read: 2196 

627.8405 Prohibited acts; financing companies.—A No premium 2197 

finance company shall, in a premium finance agreement or other 2198 

agreement, may not finance the cost of or otherwise provide for 2199 

the collection or remittance of dues, assessments, fees, or 2200 

other periodic payments of money for the cost of: 2201 

(1) A membership in an automobile club. The term 2202 

“automobile club” means a legal entity that which, in 2203 

consideration of dues, assessments, or periodic payments of 2204 



Florida Senate - 2019 SB 1052 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

20-00389C-19 20191052__ 

 Page 77 of 95  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

money, promises its members or subscribers to assist them in 2205 

matters relating to the ownership, operation, use, or 2206 

maintenance of a motor vehicle; however, the term this 2207 

definition of “automobile club” does not include persons, 2208 

associations, or corporations which are organized and operated 2209 

solely for the purpose of conducting, sponsoring, or sanctioning 2210 

motor vehicle races, exhibitions, or contests upon racetracks, 2211 

or upon racecourses established and marked as such for the 2212 

duration of such particular events. The term words “motor 2213 

vehicle” used herein has have the same meaning as defined in 2214 

chapter 320. 2215 

(2) An accidental death and dismemberment policy sold in 2216 

combination with a policy providing only bodily injury liability 2217 

coverage personal injury protection and property damage 2218 

liability coverage only policy. 2219 

(3) Any product not regulated under the provisions of this 2220 

insurance code. 2221 

 2222 

This section also applies to premium financing by any insurance 2223 

agent or insurance company under part XVI. The commission shall 2224 

adopt rules to assure disclosure, at the time of sale, of 2225 

coverages financed with personal injury protection and shall 2226 

prescribe the form of such disclosure. 2227 

Section 47. Subsection (1) of section 627.915, Florida 2228 

Statutes, is amended to read: 2229 

627.915 Insurer experience reporting.— 2230 

(1) Each insurer transacting private passenger automobile 2231 

insurance in this state shall report certain information 2232 

annually to the office. The information will be due on or before 2233 
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July 1 of each year. The information must shall be divided into 2234 

the following categories: bodily injury liability; property 2235 

damage liability; uninsured motorist; personal injury protection 2236 

benefits; medical payments; and comprehensive and collision. The 2237 

information given must shall be on direct insurance writings in 2238 

the state alone and shall represent total limits data. The 2239 

information set forth in paragraphs (a)-(f) is applicable to 2240 

voluntary private passenger and Joint Underwriting Association 2241 

private passenger writings and must shall be reported for each 2242 

of the latest 3 calendar-accident years, with an evaluation date 2243 

of March 31 of the current year. The information set forth in 2244 

paragraphs (g)-(j) is applicable to voluntary private passenger 2245 

writings and must shall be reported on a calendar-accident year 2246 

basis ultimately seven times at seven different stages of 2247 

development. 2248 

(a) Premiums earned for the latest 3 calendar-accident 2249 

years. 2250 

(b) Loss development factors and the historic development 2251 

of those factors. 2252 

(c) Policyholder dividends incurred. 2253 

(d) Expenses for other acquisition and general expense. 2254 

(e) Expenses for agents’ commissions and taxes, licenses, 2255 

and fees. 2256 

(f) Profit and contingency factors as utilized in the 2257 

insurer’s automobile rate filings for the applicable years. 2258 

(g) Losses paid. 2259 

(h) Losses unpaid. 2260 

(i) Loss adjustment expenses paid. 2261 

(j) Loss adjustment expenses unpaid. 2262 
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Section 48. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 628.909, 2263 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 2264 

628.909 Applicability of other laws.— 2265 

(2) The following provisions of the Florida Insurance Code 2266 

apply to captive insurance companies that who are not industrial 2267 

insured captive insurance companies to the extent that such 2268 

provisions are not inconsistent with this part: 2269 

(a) Chapter 624, except for ss. 624.407, 624.408, 624.4085, 2270 

624.40851, 624.4095, 624.411, 624.425, and 624.426. 2271 

(b) Chapter 625, part II. 2272 

(c) Chapter 626, part IX. 2273 

(d) Sections 627.730-627.7405, when no-fault coverage is 2274 

provided. 2275 

(e) Chapter 628. 2276 

(3) The following provisions of the Florida Insurance Code 2277 

shall apply to industrial insured captive insurance companies to 2278 

the extent that such provisions are not inconsistent with this 2279 

part: 2280 

(a) Chapter 624, except for ss. 624.407, 624.408, 624.4085, 2281 

624.40851, 624.4095, 624.411, 624.425, 624.426, and 624.609(1). 2282 

(b) Chapter 625, part II, if the industrial insured captive 2283 

insurance company is incorporated in this state. 2284 

(c) Chapter 626, part IX. 2285 

(d) Sections 627.730-627.7405 when no-fault coverage is 2286 

provided. 2287 

(e) Chapter 628, except for ss. 628.341, 628.351, and 2288 

628.6018. 2289 

Section 49. Subsections (2), (6), and (7) of section 2290 

705.184, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 2291 
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705.184 Derelict or abandoned motor vehicles on the 2292 

premises of public-use airports.— 2293 

(2) The airport director or the director’s designee shall 2294 

contact the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to 2295 

notify that department that the airport has possession of the 2296 

abandoned or derelict motor vehicle and to determine the name 2297 

and address of the owner of the motor vehicle, the insurance 2298 

company insuring the motor vehicle, notwithstanding the 2299 

provisions of s. 627.736, and any person who has filed a lien on 2300 

the motor vehicle. Within 7 business days after receipt of the 2301 

information, the director or the director’s designee shall send 2302 

notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner 2303 

of the motor vehicle, the insurance company insuring the motor 2304 

vehicle, notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, and all 2305 

persons of record claiming a lien against the motor vehicle. The 2306 

notice must shall state the fact of possession of the motor 2307 

vehicle, that charges for reasonable towing, storage, and 2308 

parking fees, if any, have accrued and the amount thereof, that 2309 

a lien as provided in subsection (6) will be claimed, that the 2310 

lien is subject to enforcement pursuant to law, that the owner 2311 

or lienholder, if any, has the right to a hearing as set forth 2312 

in subsection (4), and that any motor vehicle which, at the end 2313 

of 30 calendar days after receipt of the notice, has not been 2314 

removed from the airport upon payment in full of all accrued 2315 

charges for reasonable towing, storage, and parking fees, if 2316 

any, may be disposed of as provided in s. 705.182(2)(a), (b), 2317 

(d), or (e), including, but not limited to, the motor vehicle 2318 

being sold free of all prior liens after 35 calendar days after 2319 

the time the motor vehicle is stored if any prior liens on the 2320 
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motor vehicle are more than 5 years of age or after 50 calendar 2321 

days after the time the motor vehicle is stored if any prior 2322 

liens on the motor vehicle are 5 years of age or less. 2323 

(6) The airport pursuant to this section or, if used, a 2324 

licensed independent wrecker company pursuant to s. 713.78 shall 2325 

have a lien on an abandoned or derelict motor vehicle for all 2326 

reasonable towing, storage, and accrued parking fees, if any, 2327 

except that no storage fee may shall be charged if the motor 2328 

vehicle is stored less than 6 hours. As a prerequisite to 2329 

perfecting a lien under this section, the airport director or 2330 

the director’s designee must serve a notice in accordance with 2331 

subsection (2) on the owner of the motor vehicle, the insurance 2332 

company insuring the motor vehicle, notwithstanding the 2333 

provisions of s. 627.736, and all persons of record claiming a 2334 

lien against the motor vehicle. If attempts to notify the owner, 2335 

the insurance company insuring the motor vehicle, 2336 

notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, or lienholders are 2337 

not successful, the requirement of notice by mail shall be 2338 

considered met. Serving of the notice does not dispense with 2339 

recording the claim of lien. 2340 

(7)(a) For the purpose of perfecting its lien under this 2341 

section, the airport shall record a claim of lien which states 2342 

shall state: 2343 

1. The name and address of the airport. 2344 

2. The name of the owner of the motor vehicle, the 2345 

insurance company insuring the motor vehicle, notwithstanding 2346 

the provisions of s. 627.736, and all persons of record claiming 2347 

a lien against the motor vehicle. 2348 

3. The costs incurred from reasonable towing, storage, and 2349 
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parking fees, if any. 2350 

4. A description of the motor vehicle sufficient for 2351 

identification. 2352 

(b) The claim of lien must shall be signed and sworn to or 2353 

affirmed by the airport director or the director’s designee. 2354 

(c) The claim of lien is shall be sufficient if it is in 2355 

substantially the following form: 2356 

 2357 

CLAIM OF LIEN 2358 

State of ........ 2359 

County of ........ 2360 

Before me, the undersigned notary public, personally appeared 2361 

........, who was duly sworn and says that he/she is the 2362 

........ of ............, whose address is........; and that the 2363 

following described motor vehicle: 2364 

...(Description of motor vehicle)... 2365 

owned by ........, whose address is ........, has accrued 2366 

$........ in fees for a reasonable tow, for storage, and for 2367 

parking, if applicable; that the lienor served its notice to the 2368 

owner, the insurance company insuring the motor vehicle 2369 

notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, Florida Statutes, 2370 

and all persons of record claiming a lien against the motor 2371 

vehicle on ...., ...(year)..., by......... 2372 

...(Signature)... 2373 

Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me this .... day of 2374 

...., ...(year)..., by ...(name of person making statement).... 2375 

...(Signature of Notary Public)......(Print, Type, or Stamp 2376 

Commissioned name of Notary Public)... 2377 

Personally Known....OR Produced....as identification. 2378 
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 2379 

However, the negligent inclusion or omission of any information 2380 

in this claim of lien which does not prejudice the owner does 2381 

not constitute a default that operates to defeat an otherwise 2382 

valid lien. 2383 

(d) The claim of lien must shall be served on the owner of 2384 

the motor vehicle, the insurance company insuring the motor 2385 

vehicle, notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, and all 2386 

persons of record claiming a lien against the motor vehicle. If 2387 

attempts to notify the owner, the insurance company insuring the 2388 

motor vehicle notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, or 2389 

lienholders are not successful, the requirement of notice by 2390 

mail shall be considered met. The claim of lien must shall be so 2391 

served before recordation. 2392 

(e) The claim of lien must shall be recorded with the clerk 2393 

of court in the county where the airport is located. The 2394 

recording of the claim of lien shall be constructive notice to 2395 

all persons of the contents and effect of such claim. The lien 2396 

attaches shall attach at the time of recordation and takes shall 2397 

take priority as of that time. 2398 

Section 50. Subsection (4) of section 713.78, Florida 2399 

Statutes, is amended to read: 2400 

713.78 Liens for recovering, towing, or storing vehicles 2401 

and vessels.— 2402 

(4)(a) Any person regularly engaged in the business of 2403 

recovering, towing, or storing vehicles or vessels who comes 2404 

into possession of a vehicle or vessel pursuant to subsection 2405 

(2), and who claims a lien for recovery, towing, or storage 2406 

services, shall give notice to the registered owner, the 2407 
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insurance company insuring the vehicle notwithstanding the 2408 

provisions of s. 627.736, and to all persons claiming a lien 2409 

thereon, as disclosed by the records in the Department of 2410 

Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles or as disclosed by the records 2411 

of any corresponding agency in any other state in which the 2412 

vehicle is identified through a records check of the National 2413 

Motor Vehicle Title Information System or an equivalent 2414 

commercially available system as being titled or registered. 2415 

(b) If a Whenever any law enforcement agency authorizes the 2416 

removal of a vehicle or vessel or if a whenever any towing 2417 

service, garage, repair shop, or automotive service, storage, or 2418 

parking place notifies the law enforcement agency of possession 2419 

of a vehicle or vessel pursuant to s. 715.07(2)(a)2., the law 2420 

enforcement agency of the jurisdiction where the vehicle or 2421 

vessel is stored shall contact the Department of Highway Safety 2422 

and Motor Vehicles, or the appropriate agency of the state of 2423 

registration, if known, within 24 hours through the medium of 2424 

electronic communications, giving the full description of the 2425 

vehicle or vessel. Upon receipt of the full description of the 2426 

vehicle or vessel, the department shall search its files to 2427 

determine the owner’s name, the insurance company insuring the 2428 

vehicle or vessel, and whether any person has filed a lien upon 2429 

the vehicle or vessel as provided in s. 319.27(2) and (3) and 2430 

notify the applicable law enforcement agency within 72 hours. 2431 

The person in charge of the towing service, garage, repair shop, 2432 

or automotive service, storage, or parking place shall obtain 2433 

such information from the applicable law enforcement agency 2434 

within 5 days after the date of storage and shall give notice 2435 

pursuant to paragraph (a). The department may release the 2436 
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insurance company information to the requestor notwithstanding 2437 

the provisions of s. 627.736. 2438 

(c) Notice by certified mail must shall be sent within 7 2439 

business days after the date of storage of the vehicle or vessel 2440 

to the registered owner, the insurance company insuring the 2441 

vehicle notwithstanding the provisions of s. 627.736, and all 2442 

persons of record claiming a lien against the vehicle or vessel. 2443 

The notice must It shall state the fact of possession of the 2444 

vehicle or vessel, that a lien as provided in subsection (2) is 2445 

claimed, that charges have accrued and the amount thereof, that 2446 

the lien is subject to enforcement pursuant to law, and that the 2447 

owner or lienholder, if any, has the right to a hearing as set 2448 

forth in subsection (5), and that any vehicle or vessel which 2449 

remains unclaimed, or for which the charges for recovery, 2450 

towing, or storage services remain unpaid, may be sold free of 2451 

all prior liens after 35 days if the vehicle or vessel is more 2452 

than 3 years of age or after 50 days if the vehicle or vessel is 2453 

3 years of age or less. 2454 

(d) If attempts to locate the name and address of the owner 2455 

or lienholder prove unsuccessful, the towing-storage operator 2456 

must shall, after 7 working days, excluding Saturday and Sunday, 2457 

of the initial tow or storage, notify the public agency of 2458 

jurisdiction where the vehicle or vessel is stored in writing by 2459 

certified mail or acknowledged hand delivery that the towing-2460 

storage company has been unable to locate the name and address 2461 

of the owner or lienholder and a physical search of the vehicle 2462 

or vessel has disclosed no ownership information and a good 2463 

faith effort has been made, including records checks of the 2464 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles database and the 2465 
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National Motor Vehicle Title Information System or an equivalent 2466 

commercially available system. As used in For purposes of this 2467 

paragraph and subsection (9), the term “good faith effort” means 2468 

that the following checks have been performed by the company to 2469 

establish prior state of registration and for title: 2470 

1. Check of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 2471 

Vehicles database for the owner and any lienholder. 2472 

2. Check of the electronic National Motor Vehicle Title 2473 

Information System or an equivalent commercially available 2474 

system to determine the state of registration when there is not 2475 

a current registration record for the vehicle on file with the 2476 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles. 2477 

3. Check of vehicle or vessel for any type of tag, tag 2478 

record, temporary tag, or regular tag. 2479 

4. Check of law enforcement report for tag number or other 2480 

information identifying the vehicle or vessel, if the vehicle or 2481 

vessel was towed at the request of a law enforcement officer. 2482 

5. Check of trip sheet or tow ticket of tow truck operator 2483 

to see if a tag was on vehicle or vessel at beginning of tow, if 2484 

private tow. 2485 

6. If there is no address of the owner on the impound 2486 

report, check of law enforcement report to see if an out-of-2487 

state address is indicated from driver license information. 2488 

7. Check of vehicle or vessel for inspection sticker or 2489 

other stickers and decals that may indicate a state of possible 2490 

registration. 2491 

8. Check of the interior of the vehicle or vessel for any 2492 

papers that may be in the glove box, trunk, or other areas for a 2493 

state of registration. 2494 
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9. Check of vehicle for vehicle identification number. 2495 

10. Check of vessel for vessel registration number. 2496 

11. Check of vessel hull for a hull identification number 2497 

which should be carved, burned, stamped, embossed, or otherwise 2498 

permanently affixed to the outboard side of the transom or, if 2499 

there is no transom, to the outmost seaboard side at the end of 2500 

the hull that bears the rudder or other steering mechanism. 2501 

Section 51. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1), paragraph (c) 2502 

of subsection (7), paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of subsection 2503 

(8), and subsections (9) and (10) of section 817.234, Florida 2504 

Statutes, are amended to read: 2505 

817.234 False and fraudulent insurance claims.— 2506 

(1)(a) A person commits insurance fraud punishable as 2507 

provided in subsection (11) if that person, with the intent to 2508 

injure, defraud, or deceive any insurer: 2509 

1. Presents or causes to be presented any written or oral 2510 

statement as part of, or in support of, a claim for payment or 2511 

other benefit pursuant to an insurance policy or a health 2512 

maintenance organization subscriber or provider contract, 2513 

knowing that such statement contains any false, incomplete, or 2514 

misleading information concerning any fact or thing material to 2515 

such claim; 2516 

2. Prepares or makes any written or oral statement that is 2517 

intended to be presented to an any insurer in connection with, 2518 

or in support of, any claim for payment or other benefit 2519 

pursuant to an insurance policy or a health maintenance 2520 

organization subscriber or provider contract, knowing that such 2521 

statement contains any false, incomplete, or misleading 2522 

information concerning any fact or thing material to such claim; 2523 
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3.a. Knowingly presents, causes to be presented, or 2524 

prepares or makes with knowledge or belief that it will be 2525 

presented to an any insurer, purported insurer, servicing 2526 

corporation, insurance broker, or insurance agent, or any 2527 

employee or agent thereof, any false, incomplete, or misleading 2528 

information or a written or oral statement as part of, or in 2529 

support of, an application for the issuance of, or the rating 2530 

of, any insurance policy, or a health maintenance organization 2531 

subscriber or provider contract; or 2532 

b. Knowingly conceals information concerning any fact 2533 

material to such application; or 2534 

4. Knowingly presents, causes to be presented, or prepares 2535 

or makes with knowledge or belief that it will be presented to 2536 

any insurer a claim for payment or other benefit under medical 2537 

payments coverage in a motor vehicle a personal injury 2538 

protection insurance policy if the person knows that the payee 2539 

knowingly submitted a false, misleading, or fraudulent 2540 

application or other document when applying for licensure as a 2541 

health care clinic, seeking an exemption from licensure as a 2542 

health care clinic, or demonstrating compliance with part X of 2543 

chapter 400. 2544 

(7) 2545 

(c) An insurer, or any person acting at the direction of or 2546 

on behalf of an insurer, may not change an opinion in a mental 2547 

or physical report prepared under s. 627.736(7) or direct the 2548 

physician preparing the report to change such opinion; however, 2549 

this provision does not preclude the insurer from calling to the 2550 

attention of the physician errors of fact in the report based 2551 

upon information in the claim file. Any person who violates this 2552 
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paragraph commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as 2553 

provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 2554 

(8)(a) It is unlawful for any person intending to defraud 2555 

any other person to solicit or cause to be solicited any 2556 

business from a person involved in a motor vehicle accident for 2557 

the purpose of making, adjusting, or settling motor vehicle tort 2558 

claims or claims for benefits under medical payments coverage in 2559 

a motor vehicle insurance policy personal injury protection 2560 

benefits required by s. 627.736. Any person who violates the 2561 

provisions of this paragraph commits a felony of the second 2562 

degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 2563 

775.084. A person who is convicted of a violation of this 2564 

subsection shall be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment 2565 

of 2 years. 2566 

(b) A person may not solicit or cause to be solicited any 2567 

business from a person involved in a motor vehicle accident by 2568 

any means of communication other than advertising directed to 2569 

the public for the purpose of making motor vehicle tort claims 2570 

or claims for benefits under medical payments coverage in a 2571 

motor vehicle insurance policy personal injury protection 2572 

benefits required by s. 627.736, within 60 days after the 2573 

occurrence of the motor vehicle accident. Any person who 2574 

violates this paragraph commits a felony of the third degree, 2575 

punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 2576 

(c) A lawyer, health care practitioner as defined in s. 2577 

456.001, or owner or medical director of a clinic required to be 2578 

licensed pursuant to s. 400.9905 may not, at any time after 60 2579 

days have elapsed from the occurrence of a motor vehicle 2580 

accident, solicit or cause to be solicited any business from a 2581 
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person involved in a motor vehicle accident by means of in 2582 

person or telephone contact at the person’s residence, for the 2583 

purpose of making motor vehicle tort claims or claims for 2584 

benefits under medical payments coverage in a motor vehicle 2585 

insurance policy personal injury protection benefits required by 2586 

s. 627.736. Any person who violates this paragraph commits a 2587 

felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 2588 

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 2589 

(9) A person may not organize, plan, or knowingly 2590 

participate in an intentional motor vehicle crash or a scheme to 2591 

create documentation of a motor vehicle crash that did not occur 2592 

for the purpose of making motor vehicle tort claims or claims 2593 

for benefits under medical payments coverage in a motor vehicle 2594 

insurance policy personal injury protection benefits as required 2595 

by s. 627.736. Any person who violates this subsection commits a 2596 

felony of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 2597 

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. A person who is convicted of 2598 

a violation of this subsection shall be sentenced to a minimum 2599 

term of imprisonment of 2 years. 2600 

(10) A licensed health care practitioner who is found 2601 

guilty of insurance fraud under this section for an act relating 2602 

to a motor vehicle personal injury protection insurance policy 2603 

loses his or her license to practice for 5 years and may not 2604 

receive reimbursement under medical payments coverage in a motor 2605 

vehicle insurance policy for personal injury protection benefits 2606 

for 10 years. 2607 

Section 52. Applicability and construction; notice to 2608 

policyholders.— 2609 

(1) As used in this section, the term “minimum security 2610 
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requirements” means security that enables a person to respond in 2611 

damages for liability on account of crashes arising out of the 2612 

ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle, in the 2613 

amounts required by s. 324.021(7), Florida Statutes. 2614 

(2) Effective January 1, 2020: 2615 

(a) Motor vehicle insurance policies issued or renewed on 2616 

or after that date may not include personal injury protection. 2617 

(b) All persons subject to s. 324.022, s. 324.032, s. 2618 

627.7415, or s. 627.742, Florida Statutes, must maintain at 2619 

least minimum security requirements. 2620 

(c) Any new or renewal motor vehicle insurance policy 2621 

delivered or issued for delivery in this state must provide 2622 

coverage that complies with minimum security requirements. 2623 

(d) An existing motor vehicle insurance policy issued 2624 

before that date which provides personal injury protection and 2625 

property damage liability coverage that meets the requirements 2626 

of s. 324.022, Florida Statutes, on December 31, 2019, but which 2627 

does not meet minimum security requirements on or after January 2628 

1, 2020, is deemed to meet the security requirements of s. 2629 

324.022, Florida Statutes, until such policy is renewed, 2630 

nonrenewed, or canceled on or after January 1, 2020. Sections 2631 

627.730-627.7405, 400.9905, 400.991, 456.057, 456.072, 627.7263, 2632 

627.727, 627.748, 627.9541(1)(i), and 817.234, Florida Statutes 2633 

2018, remain in full force and effect for motor vehicle 2634 

accidents covered under a policy issued under the Florida Motor 2635 

Vehicle No-Fault Law before January 1, 2020, until the policy is 2636 

renewed, nonrenewed, or canceled. 2637 

(3) Each insurer shall allow each insured who has a new or 2638 

renewal policy providing personal injury protection which 2639 
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becomes effective before January 1, 2020, and whose policy does 2640 

not meet minimum security requirements on or after January 1, 2641 

2020, to change coverages so as to eliminate personal injury 2642 

protection and obtain coverage providing minimum security 2643 

requirements, which shall be effective on or after January 1, 2644 

2020. The insurer is not required to provide coverage complying 2645 

with minimum security requirements in such policies if the 2646 

insured does not pay the required premium, if any, by January 1, 2647 

2020, or such later date as the insurer may allow. The insurer 2648 

must also offer each insured medical payments coverage pursuant 2649 

to s. 627.7265, Florida Statutes. Any reduction in the premium 2650 

must be refunded by the insurer. The insurer may not impose on 2651 

the insured an additional fee or charge that applies solely to a 2652 

change in coverage; however, the insurer may charge an 2653 

additional required premium that is actuarially indicated. 2654 

(4) By September 1, 2019, each motor vehicle insurer shall 2655 

provide notice of this section to each motor vehicle 2656 

policyholder who is subject to this section. The notice is 2657 

subject to approval by the Office of Insurance Regulation and 2658 

must clearly inform the policyholder that: 2659 

(a) The Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law is repealed, 2660 

effective January 1, 2020, and that on or after that date, the 2661 

insured is no longer required to maintain personal injury 2662 

protection insurance coverage, that personal injury protection 2663 

coverage is no longer available for purchase in this state, and 2664 

that all new or renewal policies issued on or after that date 2665 

will not contain such coverage. 2666 

(b) Effective January 1, 2020, a person subject to the 2667 

financial responsibility requirements of s. 324.022, Florida 2668 
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Statutes, must maintain minimum security requirements that 2669 

enable the person to respond to damages for liability on account 2670 

of accidents arising out of the use of a motor vehicle in the 2671 

following amounts: 2672 

1. Twenty-five thousand dollars for bodily injury to, or 2673 

the death of, one person in any one crash and, subject to such 2674 

limits for one person, in the amount of $50,000 for bodily 2675 

injury to, or the death of, two or more persons in any one 2676 

crash; and 2677 

2. Ten thousand dollars for damage to, or destruction of, 2678 

the property of others in any one crash. 2679 

(c) Bodily injury liability coverage protects the insured, 2680 

up to the coverage limits, against loss if the insured is 2681 

legally responsible for the death of or bodily injury to others 2682 

in a motor vehicle accident. 2683 

(d) Effective January 1, 2020, each policyholder of motor 2684 

vehicle liability insurance purchased as proof of financial 2685 

responsibility must be offered medical payments coverage 2686 

benefits that comply with s. 627.7265, Florida Statutes. The 2687 

insurer must offer medical payments coverage at limits of $5,000 2688 

and $10,000 without a deductible. The insurer may also offer 2689 

medical payments coverage at other limits greater than $5,000, 2690 

and may offer coverage with a deductible of up to $500. Medical 2691 

payments coverage pays covered medical expenses, up to the 2692 

limits of such coverage, for injuries sustained in a motor 2693 

vehicle crash by the named insured, resident relatives, persons 2694 

operating the insured motor vehicle, passengers in the insured 2695 

motor vehicle, and persons who are struck by the insured motor 2696 

vehicle and suffer bodily injury while not an occupant of a 2697 
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self-propelled motor vehicle as provided in s. 627.7265, Florida 2698 

Statutes. Medical payments coverage also provides a death 2699 

benefit of at least $5,000. 2700 

(e) The policyholder may obtain uninsured and underinsured 2701 

motorist coverage, which provides benefits, up to the limits of 2702 

such coverage, to a policyholder or other insured entitled to 2703 

recover damages for bodily injury, sickness, disease, or death 2704 

resulting from a motor vehicle accident with an uninsured or 2705 

underinsured owner or operator of a motor vehicle. 2706 

(f) If the policyholder’s new or renewal motor vehicle 2707 

insurance policy is effective before January 1, 2020, and 2708 

contains personal injury protection and property damage 2709 

liability coverage as required by state law before January 1, 2710 

2020, but does not meet minimum security requirements on or 2711 

after January 1, 2020, the policy is deemed to meet minimum 2712 

security requirements until it is renewed, nonrenewed, or 2713 

canceled on or after January 1, 2020. 2714 

(g) A policyholder whose new or renewal policy becomes 2715 

effective before January 1, 2020, but does not meet minimum 2716 

security requirements on or after January 1, 2020, may change 2717 

coverages under the policy so as to eliminate personal injury 2718 

protection and to obtain coverage providing minimum security 2719 

requirements, including bodily injury liability coverage, which 2720 

are effective on or after January 1, 2020. 2721 

(h) If the policyholder has any questions, he or she should 2722 

contact the person named at the telephone number provided in the 2723 

notice. 2724 

(5) This section takes effect upon this act becoming a law. 2725 

Section 53. Application of suspensions for failure to 2726 
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maintain security; reinstatement.—All suspensions for failure to 2727 

maintain required security as required by law in effect before 2728 

January 1, 2020, remain in full force and effect after January 2729 

1, 2020. A driver may reinstate a suspended driver license or 2730 

registration as provided under s. 324.0221, Florida Statutes. 2731 

Section 54. For the 2019-2020 fiscal year, the sum of 2732 

$83,651 in nonrecurring funds is appropriated from the Insurance 2733 

Regulatory Trust Fund to the Office of Insurance Regulation for 2734 

the purpose of implementing this act. 2735 

Section 55. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 2736 

act and except for this section, which shall take effect upon 2737 

this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect January 1, 2738 

2020. 2739 
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I. Summary: 

SB 1178 addresses issues related to contractual agreements between motor vehicle licensees 

(manufacturers, distributors, and importers) and motor vehicle dealers. 

 

The bill requires that prior to implementing a sales incentive program or reimbursement 

program, a licensee must provide in writing to each dealer of the same line-make1 the dealer’s 

performance requirement, sales goal, or sales objective for the program, which will include a 

detailed explanation of the methodology, criteria, and calculations used to establish the 

requirement, sales goal, or sales objective. They will also be required to provide each dealer with 

the performance requirement, sales goal, or sales objective for the program of all other same 

line-make dealers within the state. 

 

The bill also requires that any dealer who believes that an assigned performance requirement, 

sales goal, or sales objective is unfair, unreasonable, arbitrary, inequitable, or not applied 

uniformly to other same line-make dealers of comparable size in comparable markets, may as an 

alternative to the administrative hearing procedure, file complaints against licensees in any court 

of competent jurisdiction to seek injunctive relief. It further provides that in any proceeding the 

licensee has the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that the criteria for 

measuring the performance, goal, or objective complies with Florida Statutes. 

 

The bill does not appear to have a significant fiscal impact to state and local government. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2019. 

                                                 
1 Section 320.60(14), F.S., defines “Line-make vehicles” as motor vehicles offered for sale, lease, or distribution under a 

common name, trademark, service mark, or brand name of the manufacturer of same. However, motor vehicles sold or leased 

under multiple brand names or marks constitute a single line-make when they are included in a single franchise agreement 

and every dealer in this state authorized to sell or lease such vehicles has been offered the right to sell or lease the multiple 

brand names covered by a single franchise agreement. 

REVISED:         
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II. Present Situation: 

Florida has substantially regulated motor vehicle manufacturers and motor vehicle dealers since 

before 1950.2 Initially, the Florida Legislature approached the issue by implementing only 

consumer protections aimed at preventing consumer abuse by dealers.3 In 1970, the Legislature 

passed more comprehensive legislation, embodied in ch. 320, F.S.,4 which regulates, in part, the 

contractual relationship between manufacturers and dealers,5 requires the licensing of 

manufacturers, and regulates numerous aspects of the contracts between the manufacturers and 

dealers. 

 

Florida Automobile Dealers Act 

A licensee must be licensed under s. 320.61(1), F.S., to engage in business in Florida. Sections 

320.60-320.70, F.S., the “Florida Automobile Dealers Act”6 (act), primarily regulate the 

contractual business relationship between dealers and licensees, and provide for the licensure of 

manufacturers, factory branches, distributors, or importers. The act specifies, in part: 

 The conditions and situations under which the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 

Vehicles (DHSMV) may deny, suspend, or revoke a regulated license;  

 The process, timing, and notice requirements for licensees who wish to discontinue, cancel, 

modify, or otherwise replace a franchise agreement with a dealer, and the conditions under 

which the DHSMV may deny such a request;  

 The procedures a licensee must follow to add a dealership in an area already served by a 

franchised dealer, the protest process, and the DHSMV’s role in these circumstances;  

 The damages that can be assessed against a licensee who is in violation of Florida Statutes; 

and  

 The DHSMV’s authority to adopt rules to implement these sections of law. 

 

Applicability 

Section 320.6992, F.S., provides that the act shall apply to all presently existing or future 

systems of distribution of motor vehicles in Florida, except to the extent that such application 

would impair valid contractual agreements in violation of the State Constitution or Federal 

Constitution. Generally, all agreements that are renewed, amended, or entered into subsequent to 

October 1, 1988, are governed by the act, including amendments to the act, unless the 

amendment specifically provides otherwise. 

 

In 2009, the DHSMV held in an administrative proceeding that amendments to the act do not 

apply to dealers whose franchise agreements were signed prior to the effective date of various 

amendments to the act.7 The DHSMV has indicated that it will apply the Motorsports holding to 

                                                 
2 Chapter 9157, Laws of Fla. (1923); Chapter 20236, Laws of Fla. (1941). 
3 Walter E. Forehand and John W. Forehand, Motor Vehicle Dealer and Motor Vehicle Manufacturers: Florida Reacts to 

Pressures in the Marketplace, 29 Fla. St. Univ. Law Rev. 1058, 1064 (2002), 

http://ir.law.fsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1632&context=lr (last visited Mar. 6, 2019). 
4 See ch. 70-424, Laws of Fla. 
5 See s. 320.60(11), F.S. 
6 Walter E. Forehand, supra note 2 at 1065. 
7 See Motorsports of Delray, LLC v. Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A., Case No. 09-0935 (Fla. DOAH Dec. 9, 2009). The 

DHSMV ruled that a 2006 amendment to the Florida Automobile Dealers Act does not apply to a dealer terminated in 2008 
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every amendment to the act. This may result in different protections accruing to dealers, 

depending on when they signed their franchise agreements. 

 

Grounds for Denial, Suspension, or Revocation of a License 

Section 320.64, F.S., provides that an application for license may be denied, or a license may be 

revoked or suspended, on various grounds. Denials, suspensions, or revocations of dealer 

licenses can be based on consumer protection, however, the grounds for acting against licensees 

arise principally out of their dealings with motor vehicle dealers with whom the licensees have a 

contractual relationship allowing the dealer to sell and service the licensee’s new motor 

vehicles.8  

 

Currently there are 42 different criteria that may cause the DHSMV to deny, suspend, or revoke 

the licensee’s license. The criteria cross many topics, including:  contractual obligations; 

coercion or threats; discontinuation, canceling, nonrenewing, modifying, or replacing franchise 

agreements; requiring changes to a dealer’s sales or service facility; reducing the supply of new 

vehicles or parts to a dealer ; audits; disclosure of confidential financial information; failure to 

pay the dealer; and denying a warranty repair claims. 

 

The most recent criteria added to s. 320.64, F.S., prohibits a licensee from establishing, 

implementing, or enforcing criteria for measuring sales or service performance of franchised 

dealers which may have a negative material or adverse effect on any dealer; which is unfair, 

unreasonable, arbitrary, or inequitable; or which does not include all applicable local and 

regional criteria, data, and facts. A licensee or affiliate thereof that seeks to establish, implement, 

or enforce against any dealer any performance measurement must promptly describe in writing 

to the dealer, in detail, how the measurement criteria for the dealer’s sales and service 

performance was designed, calculated, established, and applied.9 

 

Procedure for Administrative Hearings and Adjudications 

A dealer who is directly and adversely affected by the action or conduct of a licensee which is 

alleged to be in violation of the act, may seek a declaration and adjudication of its rights by 

either filing a request with the DHSMV for a proceeding and administrative hearing, or filing a 

written objection or notice of protest with the DHSMV.10 

 

Hearings are held no sooner than 180 days nor later than 240 days from the date a written 

objection or notice of protest is filed, unless extended with good cause by the administrative law 

judge.11 

 

                                                 
because the dealer’s franchise agreement was entered into prior to the effective date of the amendment. This Final Order was 

initially appealed but was later voluntarily dismissed. See also, In re Am. Suzuki Motor Corp., 494 B.R. 466, 480 (Bankr. 

C.D. Cal. 2013). 
8 See s. 320.60(l) (defining “agreement” or “franchise agreement”). 
9 Section 320.64(42), F.S. 
10 Section 320.699(1), F.S. 
11 Section 320.699(2), F.S. 
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Civil Damages 

A motor vehicle dealer who can demonstrate that a violation of, or failure to comply with any of 

the provisions of the act by an applicant or licensee will or can adversely and pecuniarily affect 

the dealer, is entitled to pursue treble damages and attorney’s fees in civil court.12 The licensee 

has the burden to prove that such violation did not occur upon a prima facie showing by the 

person bringing the action.13 In addition, a motor vehicle dealer may make an application to any 

circuit court of the state for a temporary or permanent injunction, or both, restraining any 

licensee from violating or continuing to violate any of the provisions of ss. 320.60-320.70, F.S., 

or from failing or refusing to comply with these statutory requirements.14 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill amends s. 320.64, F.S., to require a licensee, before implementing any sales incentive or 

reimbursement program, to provide in writing to each dealer of the same line-make the dealer’s 

performance requirement, sales goal, or sales objective for the program, which will include a 

detailed explanation of the methodology, criteria, and calculations used to establish the 

requirement, sales goal, or sales objective. The licensees will also be required to provide each 

dealer with the performance requirement, sales goal, or sales objective for the program of all 

other same line-make dealers within the state, and ensure they are applied uniformly to other 

same line-make dealers of comparable size in comparable markets. 

 

The bill also provides that any dealer who believes that an assigned performance requirement, 

sales goal, or sales objective is unfair, unreasonable, arbitrary, inequitable, or not applied 

uniformly to other same line-make dealers of comparable size in comparable markets, may as an 

alternative to the administrative hearing procedure under current law15, file complaints against 

manufacturers in any court of competent jurisdiction to seek injunctive relief under s. 320.695, 

F.S. It further provides that in any proceeding asserting that a licensee has violated s. 320.64(42), 

F.S., the licensee has the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that the criteria 

for measuring the performance, goal, or objective complies with this provision, notwithstanding 

the fact that the licensee has not yet implemented the program. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

                                                 
12 See ss. 320.64, 320.694, and 320.697, F.S. 
13 Section 320.697, F.S. 
14 Section 320.695, F.S. 
15 Section 320.699, F.S. 
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C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

The Federal Contracts Clause provides that no state shall pass any law impairing the 

obligation of contracts. U.S. Const. art I s. 10. However, the Contracts Clause prohibition 

must be weighed against the State’s inherent power to safeguard its people’s interests. 

Three factors are considered when evaluating a claim that the Contracts Clause has been 

violated: (1) whether the law substantially impairs a contractual relationship; (2) whether 

there is a significant and legitimate public purpose for the law; and (3) whether the 

adjustments of rights and responsibilities of the contracting parties are based upon 

reasonable conditions and are of an appropriate nature.16  

 

Some state laws regulating contracts between automobile manufacturers and dealers have 

been found to be unconstitutional while other laws have been upheld as constitutional.17 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

To the extent the agreements between dealers and motor vehicle manufacturers, 

distributors, and importers change due to compliance with statutory changes in SB 1178, 

the parties may be positively or negatively impacted. Dealers may experience increased 

revenue from new limitations and procedures governing the incentives, bonuses, and 

other benefit programs. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The DHSMV already regulates this industry, so the additional grounds proposed in the 

bill for regulatory actions may result in no additional state impact. In Fiscal Year 2017-

2018 the DHSMV referred a total of 50 cases to the Division of Administrative 

                                                 
16 Vesta Fire Ins. Corp. v. State of Fla., 141 F.3d 1427, 1433 (11th Cir. 1998). 
17 See Alliance of Auto. Mfrs., Inc. v. Currey, 984 F. Supp. 2d 32 (D. Conn. 2013) (upholding state law that revised statutory 

method for calculating reasonable compensation for vehicle warranty work and prohibited manufacturers from recovering 

any additional cost of the new method from the dealers); Arapahoe Motors, Inc. v. Gen. Motors Corp., No. CIV.A. 99 N 

1985, 2001 WL 36400171, at 13 (D. Colo. Mar. 28, 2001) (the retroactive application of state law would be unconstitutional 

as it would create a new obligation or impose a new duty upon General Motors). 
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Hearings18. However, it is possible the DHSMV may experience an increase in the 

number of administrative hearings due to filed petitions as a result of the bill. 

 

The circuit courts of the state already hear petitions for this industry, so the additional 

grounds proposed in the bill for civil actions may result in no additional state impact. 

However, it is possible the circuit courts of the state may experience an increase in the 

number of petitions for damages and for injunctive and declaratory relief as a result of the 

bill. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends section 320.64 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 

                                                 
18 Email from Kevin Jacobs, Deputy Legislative Affairs Director, Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, SB 

1178 Information, (March 8, 2019). 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to franchised motor vehicle dealers; 2 

amending s. 320.64, F.S.; prohibiting an applicant or 3 

licensee from establishing or implementing additional 4 

criteria for measuring the sales or service 5 

performance of franchised motor vehicle dealers; 6 

requiring an applicant, licensee, or common entity, or 7 

an affiliate thereof, which attempts to enforce any 8 

performance measurement criteria against a motor 9 

vehicle dealer to describe in writing to the dealer 10 

how the criteria were designed, calculated, 11 

established, and uniformly applied; requiring an 12 

applicant or licensee to provide in writing to each 13 

dealer of the same line-make certain performance 14 

requirements, sales goals, or sales objectives for any 15 

sales incentive or reimbursement program, subject to 16 

certain requirements; authorizing a dealer that 17 

contends that an assigned performance requirement, 18 

sales goal, or sales objective violates certain 19 

prohibited activities of licensees to maintain certain 20 

injunctive and administrative actions; requiring the 21 

applicant or licensee to have the burden of proving by 22 

a preponderance of the evidence that the criteria for 23 

measuring the performance, goal, or objective comply 24 

with a provision that prohibits certain activities of 25 

licensees; providing an effective date. 26 

  27 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 28 

 29 
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Section 1. Subsection (42) of section 320.64, Florida 30 

Statutes, is amended to read: 31 

320.64 Denial, suspension, or revocation of license; 32 

grounds.—A license of a licensee under s. 320.61 may be denied, 33 

suspended, or revoked within the entire state or at any specific 34 

location or locations within the state at which the applicant or 35 

licensee engages or proposes to engage in business, upon proof 36 

that this the section was violated with sufficient frequency to 37 

establish a pattern of wrongdoing, and a licensee or applicant 38 

shall be liable for claims and remedies provided in ss. 320.695 39 

and 320.697 for any violation of any of the following 40 

provisions. A licensee is prohibited from committing the 41 

following acts: 42 

(42)(a) The applicant or licensee has established, 43 

implemented, or enforced criteria for measuring the sales or 44 

service performance of any of its franchised motor vehicle 45 

dealers in this state, including a performance requirement, 46 

goal, or objective for any such dealer, which have or may have a 47 

material or adverse effect on any motor vehicle dealer, 48 

including the dealer’s right to payment under any incentive or 49 

reimbursement program, and which: 50 

1. Are unfair, unreasonable, arbitrary, or inequitable, or 51 

not applied uniformly to other same line-make dealers of 52 

comparable size in comparable markets; or 53 

2. Do not include all relevant and material local and 54 

regional criteria, data, and facts. Relevant and material 55 

criteria, data, or facts include, but are not limited to, those 56 

of motor vehicle dealerships of comparable size in comparable 57 

markets. If such performance measurement criteria are based, in 58 
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whole or in part, on a survey, such survey must be based on a 59 

statistically significant and valid random sample. 60 

(b) An applicant, licensee, or common entity, or an 61 

affiliate thereof, which enforces or attempts to enforce against 62 

any motor vehicle dealer any such performance measurement 63 

criteria, including a performance requirement, goal, or 64 

objective, shall, upon the request of the motor vehicle dealer, 65 

describe in writing to the motor vehicle dealer, in detail, how 66 

the performance measurement criteria were designed, calculated, 67 

established, and uniformly applied. 68 

(c) Before implementing any sales incentive or 69 

reimbursement program, the applicant or licensee shall provide 70 

in writing to each dealer of the same line-make the dealer’s 71 

performance requirement, sales goal, or sales objective for the 72 

program, which shall include a detailed explanation of the 73 

methodology, criteria, and calculations used to establish the 74 

requirement, sales goal, or sales objective. The applicant or 75 

licensee shall also provide each dealer with the performance 76 

requirement, sales goal, or sales objective for the program of 77 

all other same line-make dealers within this state. Any dealer 78 

that contends that an assigned performance requirement, sales 79 

goal, or sales objective violates this subsection may maintain 80 

an action pursuant to s. 320.695 to enjoin application of the 81 

incentive or reimbursement program in this state or may maintain 82 

an action pursuant to s. 320.699 to seek a declaration that the 83 

incentive or reimbursement program violates this subsection, 84 

notwithstanding the fact that the applicant or licensee has not 85 

yet implemented the program. 86 

(d) In any proceeding asserting that an applicant or 87 
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licensee has violated this subsection, the applicant or licensee 88 

has the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence 89 

that the criteria for measuring the performance, goal, or 90 

objective comply with this subsection. 91 

 92 

A motor vehicle dealer who can demonstrate that a violation of, 93 

or failure to comply with, any of the preceding provisions by an 94 

applicant or licensee will or may adversely and pecuniarily 95 

affect the complaining dealer, shall be entitled to pursue all 96 

of the remedies, procedures, and rights of recovery available 97 

under ss. 320.695 and 320.697. 98 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2019. 99 
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4:03:48 PM Meeting called to order by Chair Bean 
4:03:54 PM Roll call by Administrative Assistant Marilyn Hudson 
4:04:47 PM Quorum present 
4:05:13 PM Introduction of Tab 6, SB 1052 by Senator Lee 
4:05:30 PM Explanation of SB 1052, Motor Vehicle Insurance by Senator Lee 
4:08:57 PM Comments from Chair Bean 
4:09:04 PM Introduction of Amendment Barcode No. 579484 by Chair Bean 
4:10:04 PM Introduction of the Strike-all Amendment Barcode No. 507362 
4:10:12 PM Explanation of Amendment by Senator Hutson 
4:10:20 PM Question from Senator Cruz 
4:10:29 PM Response from Senator Hutson 
4:10:58 PM Follow-up question from Senator Cruz 
4:11:08 PM Response from Senator Hutson 
4:12:09 PM Additional question from Senator Cruz 
4:12:16 PM Response from Senator Hutson 
4:13:13 PM Speaker Eric Romano, Attorney, Florida Justice Association in opposition 
4:14:57 PM Question from Senator Stewart 
4:15:09 PM Response from Mr. Romano 
4:15:29 PM Question from Senator Lee 
4:15:34 PM Response from Mr. Romano 
4:16:20 PM Follow-up question from Senator Lee 
4:16:29 PM Response from Mr. Romano 
4:16:52 PM Question from Senator Lee 
4:16:56 PM Response from Mr. Romano 
4:17:16 PM Follow-up question from Senator Lee 
4:17:22 PM Response from Mr. Romano 
4:17:33 PM Additional question from Senator Lee 
4:17:39 PM Response from Mr. Romano 
4:18:16 PM Question from Senator Cruz 
4:18:21 PM Response from Mr. Romano 
4:18:44 PM Question from Senator Hutson 
4:18:50 PM Response from Mr. Romano 
4:19:08 PM Follow-up question from Senator Hutson 
4:19:14 PM Response from Mr. Romano 
4:19:37 PM Speaker Mark Delegal, State Farm Insurance in support 
4:21:25 PM Comments from Chair Bean 
4:21:33 PM Closure on the Amendment by Senator Hutson 
4:22:05 PM Amendment to Amendment is adopted 
4:22:20 PM Speaker Rick Parker, Florida Justice Reform Institute in opposition 
4:25:51 PM Comments from Chair Bean 
4:26:13 PM Speaker Bonnie Gordon, S.P. Counsel, Geico in opposition 
4:27:52 PM Comments from Chair Bean 
4:28:56 PM Speaker Kim Driggers, Asst. General Counsel, FL Chiropractic Association in opposition 
4:32:25 PM Robert Reyes, Allstate waives in opposition 
4:32:42 PM Speaker Doug Bell, Progressive Insurance in opposition 
4:35:47 PM Comments from Chair Bean regarding debate 
4:36:01 PM Senator Lee with closure 
4:38:30 PM Comments from Chair Bean 
4:38:40 PM Roll call on CS/SB 1052 by Administrative Assistant Marilyn Hudson 
4:38:56 PM CS/SB 1052 reported favorably 
4:39:01 PM Introduction of Tab 5, 1002 by Chair Bean 
4:39:05 PM Explanation of SB 1002, Motor Vehicles and Railroad Trains by Senator Hutson 



4:39:47 PM Question from Senator Cruz 
4:39:54 PM Response from Senator Hutson 
4:40:04 PM Introduction of Amendment Barcode No. 611068 
4:40:13 PM Explanation of Amendment Barcode No. 611068 by Senator Hutson 
4:40:35 PM Vicki Wooldridge, Director of Governmental Affairs, So. Florida Regional Transportation Authority waives 
in support 
4:40:48 PM Amendment Barcode No. 611068 adopted 
4:41:00 PM Senator Cruz in debate 
4:41:40 PM Senator Hutson closes 
4:41:48 PM Roll call on CS/SB 1002 by Administrative Assistant Marilyn Hudson 
4:42:07 PM CS/SB 1002 reported favorably 
4:42:22 PM Introduction of Tab 2, SB 844 by Chair Bean 
4:42:37 PM Explanation of SB 844, At-Risk Adult Alert Plan by Senator Berman 
4:42:55 PM Introduction of Delete-All Amendment Barcode No. 750262 by Chair Bean 
4:43:06 PM Explanation of Amendment Barcode No. 750262 by Senator Berman 
4:44:35 PM Comments from Chair Bean 
4:44:57 PM Question from Senator Hutson 
4:45:12 PM Response from Senator Berman 
4:45:30 PM Follow-up question from Senator Hutson 
4:45:38 PM Response from Senator Berman 
4:46:18 PM Margaret Hooper, Public Policy Coordinator, Florida Developmental Disabilities Council waives in support 
4:46:42 PM Amendment Barcode No. 750262 is adopted 
4:47:06 PM Ivonne Fernandez, Associate State Director-Advocacy, AARP waives in support 
4:47:20 PM Margaret Hooper, Public Policy Coordinator, Florida Developmental Disabilities Council waives in support 
4:47:34 PM Closure by Senator Berman 
4:47:40 PM Roll call on CS/SB 844 by Administrative Assistant Marilyn Hudson 
4:48:06 PM CS/SB 844 reported favorably 
4:48:30 PM Introduction of Tab 4, SB 974 by Chair Bean 
4:48:40 PM Explanation of SB 974, Damaged, Dismantled, Derelict or Salvage Motor Vehicles by Senator Perry 
4:49:05 PM Introduction of Amendment Barcode No. 825644 by Chair Bean 
4:49:10 PM Explanation of Amendment Barcode No. 825644 by Senator Perry 
4:49:34 PM Courtney Larkin, Assistant VP of Governmental Affairs, Florida Bankers Association waives in support of 
Amendment 
4:49:50 PM Amendment Barcode No. 825644 is adopted 
4:49:56 PM Ron LaFace, Insurance Auto Auctions waives in support 
4:50:05 PM Katie Webb, FADRA waives in support 
4:50:25 PM Comments by Chair Bean 
4:50:39 PM Closure waived by Senator Perry 
4:50:57 PM Roll call by Administrative Assistant Marilyn Hudson 
4:51:04 PM CS/SB 974 reported favorably 
4:51:36 PM Comments from Senator Hutson 
4:53:13 PM Introduction of Tab 3, SB 898 by Chair Bean 
4:53:21 PM Explanation of SB 898, Transportation by Senator Diaz 
4:54:10 PM Introduction of Strike-all Amendment Barcode No. 434654 by Chair Bean 
4:54:34 PM Explanation of Amendment Barcode No. 434654 by Senator Diaz 
4:55:07 PM Amendment Barcode No. 434654 adopted 
4:55:31 PM Spencer Pylant, Vice President of Government Affairs, Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce 
4:57:37 PM Speaker Joseph Salzverg, Attorney/Government Consultant, MDX in opposition 
4:58:37 PM Speaker Jess McCarty, Assistant County Attorney, Miami Dade County in opposition 
4:59:36 PM Comments from Chair Bean 
4:59:46 PM Senator Taddeo in debate 
5:03:07 PM Comments from Chair Bean 
5:03:14 PM Comments from Senator Hutson 
5:03:46 PM Closure by Senator Diaz 
5:05:13 PM Comments from Chair Bean 
5:05:21 PM Roll call by Administrative Assistant Marilyn Hudson 
5:05:29 PM CS/SB 898 reported favorably 
5:05:55 PM Comments from Chair Bean stating SB 1178 is temporary postponed 
5:06:11 PM Chair returned to Chair Lee 
5:06:39 PM Introduction of Tab 1, CS/SB 168 by Chair Lee 
5:06:50 PM Explanation of CS/SB 168, Federal Immigration Enforcement, Prohibiting Sanctuary Policies by Senator 
Gruters 



5:08:30 PM Comments from Chair Lee 
5:08:34 PM Amendment Barcode No. 523182 introduced by Chair Lee 
5:08:45 PM Explanation of Amendment Barcode No. 523182 by Senator Taddeo 
5:09:17 PM Question from Senator Hutson 
5:09:23 PM Response from Senator Taddeo 
5:10:51 PM Follow-up question from Senator Hutson 
5:10:57 PM Response from Senator Taddeo 
5:11:45 PM Question from Senator Hutson 
5:11:50 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:12:04 PM Comments/question from Chair Lee 
5:12:29 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:12:56 PM Follow-up question from Senator Hutson 
5:13:05 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:13:20 PM Question from Senator Taddeo 
5:13:53 PM Question from Senator Bean 
5:14:01 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:14:08 PM Question from Senator Hooper 
5:14:13 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:15:09 PM Comments from Chair Lee 
5:15:12 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:16:13 PM Senator Taddeo moves to temporary postpone Amendment 
5:16:30 PM Senator Taddeo moves to temporary postpone Amendment Barcode No. 436036 
5:16:41 PM Roll call on Late-filed Amendment Barcode No. 480210 
5:16:54 PM Amendment Barcode No. 480210 taken-up 
5:17:19 PM Explanation of Amendment 
5:17:35 PM Amendment Barcode No. 480210 adopted 
5:17:48 PM Comments from Chair Lee 
5:18:43 PM Question from Senator Taddeo 
5:19:46 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:20:35 PM Follow-up question from Senator Taddeo 
5:21:24 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:21:57 PM Additional question from Senator Taddeo 
5:22:06 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:23:36 PM Additional question from Senator Taddeo 
5:23:42 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:26:17 PM Additional question from Senator Taddeo 
5:26:25 PM Comments from Chair Lee 
5:27:04 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:27:43 PM Additional question from Senator Taddeo 
5:27:49 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:28:53 PM Additional question from Senator Taddeo 
5:29:03 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:30:26 PM Question from Senator Taddeo 
5:30:32 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:31:17 PM Question from Senator Bean 
5:31:36 PM Question from Senator Cruz 
5:32:34 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:33:03 PM Follow-up question from Senator Cruz 
5:33:13 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:33:42 PM Additional question from Senator Cruz 
5:33:55 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:34:08 PM Question from Senator Stewart 
5:34:18 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:34:39 PM Follow-up question from Senator Stewart 
5:34:49 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:34:56 PM Additional question from Senator Stewart 
5:35:02 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:35:11 PM Additional question from Senator Stewart 
5:35:19 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:35:50 PM Response from Senator Stewart 
5:36:00 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:36:48 PM Question from Senator Cruz 



5:36:55 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:37:04 PM Follow-up question from Senator Cruz 
5:37:18 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:38:46 PM Comments from Chair Lee 
5:39:08 PM Motion to reconsider Amendment Barcode No. 480210 by Senator Cruz 
5:40:16 PM Without objection Amendment didn't have 2/3 vote 
5:40:36 PM Back on Amendment Barcode No. 480210 
5:40:55 PM Amendment Barcode No. 480210 adopted 
5:41:12 PM Senator Taddeo with comments regarding Amendments 
5:41:28 PM Introduction of Amendment Barcode No. 523182 by Chair Lee 
5:41:36 PM Explanation of 523182 by Senator Taddeo 
5:42:01 PM Senator Hudson in debate on Amendment 
5:42:51 PM Chair Lee in debate 
5:43:45 PM Senator Taddeo withdraws Amendment 
5:44:18 PM Amendment Barcode No 436036 explained by Senator Taddeo 
5:45:00 PM Question from Senator Hudson 
5:45:09 PM Response from Senator Gruters 
5:45:30 PM Senator Taddeo moves to withdraw Amendment 
5:45:42 PM Comments from Chair Lee 
5:46:04 PM Latisha Jones in support 
5:46:20 PM Speaker Robin Williams, Sarasota, FL in opposition 
5:49:23 PM Speaker Robert Windham in support 
5:50:51 PM Antonio Livingston in opposition 
5:50:58 PM John Lazquey in support 
5:51:10 PM Brett Farrell in opposition 
5:51:23 PM Speaking Lane Watkins, Lake City, FL in support 
5:52:29 PM Speaker Bill Stomp, Tavares, Florida in support 
5:54:22 PM Margaritt Romo in opposition 
5:56:02 PM Comments from Chair Lee 
5:56:22 PM Motion for time-certain by Senator Perry for 5:59 
5:56:56 PM Comments from Chair Lee 
5:57:11 PM Senator Gruters in closure 
5:57:39 PM Comments from Chair Lee regarding making Appearance Records as part of the record 
5:59:00 PM Roll call by Administrative Assistant Marilyn Hudson 
5:59:13 PM CS/CS/SB 168 reported favorably 
5:59:39 PM Senator Stewart moves to be shown voting in the affirmative on 844, 898, 974 
5:59:59 PM Senator Perry moves to adjourn, without objection 
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