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CS/SB 90 

Communications, Energy, and 
Public Utilities / Perry 
(Similar S 72, Compare H 33, H 
121) 
 

 
Use of Wireless Communications Devices While 
Driving; Revising the legislative intent relating to the 
authorization of law enforcement officers to stop 
motor vehicles and issue citations to persons who are 
texting while driving; requiring deposit of fines into the 
Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund; requiring a 
law enforcement officer to inform a person who is 
stopped for texting while driving of the person’s right 
to decline a search of his or her wireless 
communications device, etc. 
 
CU 10/24/2017 Fav/CS 
TR 01/10/2018 Favorable 
ATD   
AP   
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 5 Nays 0 
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Stargel 
(Identical H 819) 
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BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.) 

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Transportation  

 

BILL:  CS/SB 90 

INTRODUCER:  Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities Committee and Senator Perry and others 

SUBJECT:  Use of Wireless Communications Devices While Driving 

DATE:  January 8, 2018 

 

 ANALYST  STAFF DIRECTOR  REFERENCE  ACTION 

1. Wiehle  Caldwell  CU  Fav/CS 

2. Jones  Miller  TR  Favorable 

3.     ATD   

4.     AP   

 

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 90 amends s. 316.305, F.S., to authorize enforcement of the ban on texting while driving 

as a primary offense. It requires that all penalties collected for a violation of the ban be remitted 

to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund of 

the Department of Health. Finally, it requires that a law enforcement officer who has stopped a 

person for texting while driving inform the person of the right to decline a search of his or her 

wireless communications device. 

 

Due to the redistribution of texting while driving penalty revenues, the bill will have an 

indeterminate fiscal impact to the General Revenue Fund, a number of state trust funds, the 

clerks of court, and municipalities. See Section V. Fiscal Impact Statement. 

 

The bill takes effect October 1, 2018. 

REVISED:         
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II. Present Situation: 

Florida Ban on Texting While Driving Law 

Section 316.305, F.S., is the “Florida Ban on Texting While Driving Law.” It bans a person from 

operating a motor vehicle while using a wireless communications device1 in specified ways. 

Enforcement is permitted only as a secondary action when an operator of a motor vehicle has 

been detained for a suspected violation of another provision of chapter 316, F.S., the “Florida 

Uniform Traffic Control Law,” chapter 320, F.S., relating to motor vehicle licenses, or 

chapter 322, F.S., relating to driver licenses. 

 

More specifically, the statute bans operation of a motor vehicle either while manually typing or 

entering multiple letters, numbers, symbols, or other characters into a wireless communications 

device or while sending or reading data on such a device for the purpose of non-voice 

interpersonal communication.2 The ban does not apply to a stationary motor vehicle or to a motor 

vehicle operator who is: 

 Performing official duties as an operator of an authorized emergency vehicle,3 a law 

enforcement or fire service professional, or an emergency medical services professional. 

 Reporting an emergency or criminal or suspicious activity to law enforcement authorities. 

 Receiving messages that are: related to the operation or navigation of the motor vehicle; 

safety-related information, including emergency, traffic, or weather alerts; data used 

primarily by the motor vehicle; or radio broadcasts. 

 Using a device or system for navigation purposes. 

 Conducting wireless interpersonal communication that does not require manual entry of 

multiple letters, numbers, or symbols, except to activate, deactivate, or initiate a feature or 

function. 

 Conducting wireless interpersonal communication that does not require reading text 

messages, except to activate, deactivate, or initiate a feature or function. 

 Operating an autonomous vehicle in autonomous mode. 

 

Any person who violates the ban commits a noncriminal traffic infraction. A first violation is 

punishable as a nonmoving violation, and a second or subsequent violation within 5 years after 

the date of a prior conviction is punishable as a moving violation.4 

 

                                                 
1 The statute defines the term “wireless communications device” to mean any handheld device used or capable of being used 

in a handheld manner, that is designed or intended to receive or transmit text or character-based messages, access or store 

data, or connect to the Internet or any communications service as defined in s. 812.15, F.S., and that allows text 

communications. 
2 This includes but is not limited to texting, e-mailing, and instant messaging. 
3 The term “authorized emergency vehicle” is defined in s. 322.01(4), F.S., to mean a vehicle that is equipped with 

extraordinary audible and visual warning devices, that is authorized to display red or blue lights, and that is on call to respond 

to emergencies. The term includes, but is not limited to, ambulances, law enforcement vehicles, fire trucks, and other rescue 

vehicles; it does not include wreckers, utility trucks, or other vehicles that are used only incidentally for emergency purposes. 
4 In 2016 there were 1,404 citations issued for a nonmoving violation and 29 citations issued for a moving violation of the 

ban. See DHSMV website, Annual Uniform Traffic Citation Report, 

https://services.flhsmv.gov/specialtyplates/uniformtrafficcitationreport (last visited Jan. 3, 2018).   
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Drivers convicted of unlawful use of a wireless communications device that results in a crash 

will have six points assessed against their driver license,5 and drivers convicted of unlawful use 

of a wireless communications device within a school safety zone are assessed an additional 

two points.6 

 

A user’s billing records for a wireless communications device or the testimony of or written 

statements from appropriate authorities receiving such messages are admissible as evidence in 

any proceeding to determine whether a violation of the ban has been committed only in the event 

of a crash resulting in death or personal injury. 

 

Texting While Driving Bans in Other States 

As of July 2017, texting while driving violations are enforced as a primary offense in 43 states.7 

 

Traffic Infraction Civil Penalties 

Section 318.18, F.S., provides for penalties for traffic infractions and establishes a penalty of $30 

for a nonmoving traffic violation and $60 for a moving violation.8 

 

Section 318.21, F.S., requires that all traffic infraction civil penalties be paid monthly as follows: 

 One dollar from every civil penalty shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue for 

deposit into the Child Welfare Training Trust Fund for child welfare training purposes. 

 One dollar from every civil penalty shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue for 

deposit into the Juvenile Justice Training Trust Fund for juvenile justice purposes. 

 Of the remainder: 

o Fifty-six and four-tenths percent: shall be divided if the violation occurred within a 

municipality, with 50.8 percent paid to that municipality and 5.6 percent deposited into 

the Fine and Forfeiture Trust Fund for use by the Clerks of the Circuit Court in 

performing court-related functions; shall be deposited into the fine and forfeiture fund for 

use by the Clerks of the Circuit Court in performing court-related functions if the 

violation occurred within the unincorporated area of a county; or shall be paid to a special 

improvement district of the Seminole Indian Tribe or Miccosukee Indian Tribe if the 

violation occurred there. 

o Twenty and six-tenths percent shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit 

into the General Revenue Fund of the state, except that the first $300,000 shall be 

deposited into the Grants and Donations Trust Fund in the Justice Administrative 

Commission for administrative costs, training costs, and costs associated with the 

implementation and maintenance of Florida foster care citizen review panels in a 

constitutional charter county. 

                                                 
5 Section 322.27(3)(d)3., F.S. 
6 Section 322.27(3)(d)11., F.S. 
7 Governors Highway Safety Association, Distracted Driving Laws by State (July 2017), available at 

http://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2017-07/DistractedDrivingLawChart_July17.pdf (last visited Nov. 2, 2017). 
8 After court costs, the final amount paid could be up to $108 for a nonmoving traffic violation and up to $158 for a moving 

violation. See The Florida Court Clerks and Comptrollers, Distribution Schedule (July 2017), available at 

http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.flclerks.com/resource/resmgr/publicationsanddocuments/2017_Distribution_Schedule_7.pdf  

(last visited Nov. 2, 2017). 
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o Seven and two-tenths percent shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit 

in the Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund. 

o Five and one-tenth percent shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit in 

the Additional Court Cost Clearing Trust Fund for criminal justice purposes. 

o Eight and two-tenths percent shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit 

in the Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Program Trust Fund. 

o Two percent shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue and transmitted monthly to 

the Florida Endowment Foundation for Vocational Rehabilitation. 

o Five-tenths percent shall be paid to the Clerk of the Circuit Court for administrative costs. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill authorizes enforcement of the texting ban as a primary offense. 

 

It also requires that all penalties collected for a violation of the ban on texting while driving be 

remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Emergency Medical Services Trust 

Fund of the Department of Health. Currently, only seven and two-tenths percent of the penalties 

is deposited in this fund pursuant to s. 318.21, F.S. 

 

Finally, it requires that a law enforcement officer who has stopped a person for texting while 

driving inform the person of the right to decline a search of his or her wireless communications 

device. 

 

The bill takes effect October 1, 2018. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 
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B. Private Sector Impact: 

Operators of motor vehicles who are texting while driving will have an increased 

likelihood of being cited for a violation of the ban, with an increased likelihood of 

resulting penalties. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund of the Department of Health will receive 

100 percent of the texting while driving civil penalty amount instead of the current 

7.2 percent, and will have an indeterminate positive fiscal impact. The other current 

recipients will no longer receive any of these penalty revenues, resulting in an 

indeterminate negative fiscal impact to the following: 

 Child Welfare Training Trust Fund; 

 Juvenile Justice Training Trust Fund; 

 Municipalities; 

 Circuit Court Clerks/Fine and Forfeiture Trust Fund; 

 General Revenue Fund; 

 Additional Court Cost Clearing Trust Fund; 

 Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Program Trust Fund; 

 Florida Endowment Foundation for Vocational Rehabilitation; and 

 Circuit Court Clerks for administrative costs. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends section 316.305 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities on October 24, 2017: 

 Requires that a law enforcement officer who has stopped a person for texting while 

driving inform the person of the right to decline a search of his or her wireless 

communications device. 
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B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Transportation (Rouson) recommended the 

following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with directory and title amendments) 1 

 2 

Between lines 38 and 39 3 

insert: 4 

(7) When a law enforcement officer issues a citation for a 5 

violation of this section, the law enforcement officer must 6 

record the race and ethnicity of the violator. All law 7 

enforcement agencies must maintain such information and forward 8 

the information to the department in a form and manner 9 

determined by the department. Annually, beginning February 1, 10 



Florida Senate - 2018 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS for SB 90 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì638638PÎ638638 

 

Page 2 of 3 

1/10/2018 7:44:52 AM 596-01909-18 

2019, the department shall report the data to the Governor, the 11 

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of 12 

Representatives. The report must show separate statewide totals 13 

for the state’s county sheriffs and municipal law enforcement 14 

agencies, state law enforcement agencies, and state university 15 

law enforcement agencies. The department shall collect this 16 

information by jurisdiction. 17 

 18 

====== D I R E C T O R Y  C L A U S E  A M E N D M E N T ====== 19 

And the directory clause is amended as follows: 20 

Delete line 21 21 

and insert: 22 

subsections (6) and (7) are added to that section, to read: 23 

 24 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 25 

And the title is amended as follows: 26 

Between lines 14 and 15 27 

insert: 28 

requiring a law enforcement officer to record the race 29 

and ethnicity of the violator when a law enforcement 30 

officer issues a citation for a violation of this 31 

section; requiring law enforcement agencies to 32 

maintain such information and forward the information 33 

to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 34 

in a form and manner determined by the department; 35 

requiring the department to report the data to the 36 

Governor and Legislature annually, beginning on a 37 

specified date; providing requirements for the report; 38 

requiring the department to collect the information by 39 
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jurisdiction; 40 
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By the Committee on Communications, Energy, and Public 

Utilities; and Senators Perry, Garcia, Mayfield, Rodriguez, and 

Campbell 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to the use of wireless communications 2 

devices while driving; amending s. 316.305, F.S.; 3 

revising the legislative intent relating to the 4 

authorization of law enforcement officers to stop 5 

motor vehicles and issue citations to persons who are 6 

texting while driving; requiring deposit of fines into 7 

the Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund; deleting a 8 

provision requiring that enforcement of the Florida 9 

Ban on Texting While Driving Law be accomplished only 10 

as a secondary action; requiring a law enforcement 11 

officer to inform a person who is stopped for texting 12 

while driving of the person’s right to decline a 13 

search of his or her wireless communications device; 14 

providing an effective date. 15 

  16 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 17 

 18 

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) and subsection 19 

(5) of section 316.305, Florida Statutes, are amended, and 20 

subsection (6) is added to that section, to read: 21 

316.305 Wireless communications devices; prohibition.— 22 

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature to: 23 

(d) Authorize law enforcement officers to stop motor 24 

vehicles and issue citations as a secondary offense to persons 25 

who are texting while driving. 26 

(5) Notwithstanding s. 318.21, all proceeds collected 27 

pursuant to s. 318.18 for a violation of this section shall be 28 

remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the 29 
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Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund of the Department of 30 

Health Enforcement of this section by state or local law 31 

enforcement agencies must be accomplished only as a secondary 32 

action when an operator of a motor vehicle has been detained for 33 

a suspected violation of another provision of this chapter, 34 

chapter 320, or chapter 322. 35 

(6) A law enforcement officer shall inform a person who is 36 

stopped for texting while driving of the person’s right to 37 

decline a search of his or her wireless communications device. 38 

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2018. 39 
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This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
I I j j (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) 3 0J Q

jeeting [pate

Topic '/¦ Y'/i

Name

' Ytiiq f Dr ~V) n

tmt  nub C c 

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address
Street

(  <-y/  Ay* 

City

i

(l C\ A  
Phone

Email

9 :33  -&zi5

State Zip

Speaking: a For [ Against | 1 Information

Rap ng  P  fc

Waive Speaking:   I In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I Ives No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I Ives E3no
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

/
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic (( 7" ' 1 !i 1   < 1 77 17V,,
f s

Name ; / , 7  

Job Title

Address -!  1
Street

r" l
*7.

City State

Speaking: For CZI Against I I Information

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking:   In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes  i  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

{   /
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to t e Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic y ;   » i \  

Name /

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address »    Iy   i . - t *', ! l  

Street
I

i t.-
City State

y | | I |
Speaking: |_ J For | | Against | | Information

Phone

>  

Zip
/ Email * t

Waive Speaking: | J In Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing  

Appearing at request of Chair: Lobbyist registered with Legislature:

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name cA.    >

Job Title £ X C-. e> s   tr  

Address r< 
Street

Phone %

Email
City State Zip

Speaking: EZI For [ Against 1 [information

Representing

Waive Speaking: 2 In Support I 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes V  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes 2 No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to s eak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic - ¦ ¦ • A
3

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name ,t , , ¦ .  

Job Title .„.*•* * * ' *   ,  

Address
, • ' i _

Phone Tl 1 v J | §  J l
Street

Email
City

Speaking: EZI For
State

E I Against 1 1 Information
Z p /

Waive Speaking: v* in Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing
' '

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes I I No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:
" 

Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

eeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

L t
Topic 8 :

,f   f: . . .
<;/ > 1   , t '   ( .   Amendment Barcode (if ap licable)

Name   /
T i   /, / - ; 7 < , >   /!

1 i . -   f

Job Title \ * t . * !  

/I il \ l
f/ ¦'« 7  
i# / *

Address    
i .>

-

i ,   / / >    7 Phone
Street 

/  
Uf f T\  l * / *  Email * ¦

City

Speaking: \/ °r 1 [Against
State

| | Information

Zip

Waive Speaking: EZI In Support 1 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: I Ives OE No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:  y es I Ino
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



Duplicate

1/10/18
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic Use of WirelQss Cornrnunications Devices Whilo Driving  Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name Brewster Bevis

Job Title Senior Vice President

Address N. Adams St
Street

Tallahassee FL
City State

Speaking:   por  Agai st   Information

Representing Associated Industries of Florida

Phone 224-7173

32301 Email bbevis@aif.com
Zip

Waive Speaking: In Support I l A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: O Yes 0 No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

/7io7.r?>
( Meetina Df

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) Sgff

Meeting Date

Topic  j/ - M   b r i 

Bill Number (if applicable)

Name Lfl-J ii  .  OiH-g

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title S (r c~  r

Address Lo
Street

-ffil kA
City

fL 3z3 io

Phone

Email Adrt If 7 1 I-
State Zip

Speaking:    For I I Against I I Information Wai  Speaking:   In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing aP  o      GrrAAL -  £ a_

Ur  i i rn rn
Appearing at request of Chair: | 1 Yes M No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | I Yes 1 No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) o

Topic '~Te t'ng  ' J €¦

Namo i Mlkylkz

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title  r : e  f~ <  e, b vV ctd I

Address    c>ja. A   _ ± 
Street

City
\Llo ee,

Phone

Email
State

Speaking: 1 1 For I 1 A ainst 1 1 Information
Zip

Waive Speaking:   Jn Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing F (  A-Ci 1
; %

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Q Yes Q No

l/Vhi/e it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic l( I f  / <? s  ("  £>   rr)    - C f O n

Name l  1 Y\

Job Title

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Address  3   IPr   crlrr- S-  Phone

Speaking:

Street

JeCfpr o lx Y~\  h l 
city   '/ State

For Q Against | | Information

21
Zip

Email  pQ c vl <? (jQ  Cd(

Representing

Waive Speaking: O In Support | [Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

,o¦e -e k pt bji  ap Lusm ?  

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes f Mo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | 1 Yes o

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

January 10, 2018
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

SB 90
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic texting while driving  Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name Cordero

Job Title Director of Governmental Affairs

Address E. DeSoto Park Drive, Suite 201
Street

Tallahassee Florida
City State

Speaking: For [ [Against [ [information

Phone 850-222-7300

32301 Email jcordero@acaf.org
Zip

Waive Speaking: [3 In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing Asphalt Contractors Association of Florida, Inc.

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes / No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: y Yes I INo

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all  ersons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

ml ft
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) s w

055 L   7 tcmY~( Kx (n~X)  (iiVi

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address

7 7 /-h

17  floYic]q 'Hirtc ci f
itreejh\ f , 71 (Stre ,1

City
m L

Phone (401   5 l yj

Email
State Zip

Speaking:   For 1 [Against | | Information

Representing

Waive Speaking:     In Support I I Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Qyes No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

\ /lb /x» I 

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

91>
Meeting Date

Topic (J&€- 6  IaJ    15  X>  aj

Name MgrH-

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title L  s- 

Address 3t>C>
Street

l/ h<

Phone

= 3  -5 1 Email
City State Zip

Speaking: For d gainst d Information Waive Speaking: din Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing  Rfevto     y\ jv > A  so r  4i 6   

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes 1  no Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 1 1 Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)



Duplicate

January 10, 2018

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to t e Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic

Name

Meeting Date

Primary enforcement of texting while driving

H. Lee Moffitt

Job Title Attorney

Address 3327 NW Perimeter Road

Street
Palm City FL
City

Speaking: E] For I I A ainst

D .. AutoNationRepresenting  

State

Information

90
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

34990

Phone

Email

813 760-5712

Zip

Waive Speaking: In Support   Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes j  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 0Yes Q No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

ibio 
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic ¦   - s  

Name S  .   .Swi.ySSt 

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title f       (_ (,•  1

Address ¦ c t c o: / / <1

Street

/   ttku - r. 52 50  

Phone

Email
City , Sfate

Speaking:   For [ Against 1 1 Information

/  

Zip

Representing ;  J\ 0 1 ( i V-e

Waive Speaking: 01n Support l l A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 0Yes   No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic r   , J i  

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name   t   l V*' \

Job Title

Address 1 « /'('     j,j Phone
Street

Email
citY  I State Zi  \

Speaking: X For | (A ainst | | Information Waive Speaking: [ ] In Support | [Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing
n i i ,¦ v

Appearing at request of Chair: | |ves V No
/ X 

x ¦ r 

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | |ves   No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARA CE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic   's 1 ¦     '    k (  l' l  !  •/    7  \ 1

Name ./        \ yv   l   

Job Title - ' . 

Address 
Street

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

City State

Speaking: [ ] For Q Against | | Information

Representing „   ¦

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: Q In Support Q Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: O Yes FI No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

lolia
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

meeting Date

Topic T s wie "Drl  vo

Name

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Gc (5Y\ i0 C 

Job Title  "5- si va21

Address ZI S *S.  O J (
Street

C/ Lo  

Phone ft O  

a? Email I 
City State

Speaking: C l F°r EZI Against | | Information

Zip

Waive Speaking: [ } In Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing YQ  .  

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: RJ Yes Q No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

E)
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

e ing late Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic de (if applicable)

Name     S  

Job Title  t) h. \t

Address
Street

City State
01

Phone

Email -_ 
Zip

Speaking: 1 [por [ Against | 1 Information Waive Speaking:  In Support
/

1 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing Co 
Appearing at request of Chair: L Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name

Job Title

Address
Street

City State

Speaking:   For [ Against | 1 Information

Representing

Amendment Ba code (if applicable)

Phone

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: In Support I i Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes l~~l No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: in Yes n No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate
Duplicate

\ (oMf
APPEARANCE RECORD

\ \ f (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

eeting Date

lopic l

Name Ed9ar G' Fernandez

Job Title

Address    
Street

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Speaking: I I For I lAaainst I I Information

Representing SJ?;OA \ fyy'

zip   Ijr
Wai e Speaking: In Support I lAaainst
The Chair will read this information into the record.)

I

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes 0 No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 0 Yes 0 No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

l lli
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) Qj

Meeting Date

Topic L c -Lss,

Name _   )eC,    

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address 'T C
Street

Ia  l l
City ' State

Speaking: [t/jFor [ ] Against | | Information

Phone fr/A tun

Email
Zip

Waive Speaking: [V] In Support | [Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: y\ Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

\ lo a
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

t eeting pate

Topic

Name

0
Bill Number (if applicable)

mendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address  11 x>.
Street

City
'%2 sg*  

State

Phone 

Email ] tU_

R 

Speaking: |- |For | [Against | | Information Waive Speaking

Representing /x) \As 1  )    

, n Support I I Against
(TJ  ffair  Jlread this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes Q 5o  _obbyist registered with Legislature: Ores I Ino
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all  ersons wishing to s eak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
* -   r (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)
.   ! -f '

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic   Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name   -

Job Title

Address f  i Phone
Street

Email
City State Zip

Speaking: fS Tor | | Against | | Information

Representing   -    

Waive Speaking: k! In Support Q Against

?C

(The Chair will read thhjnformation into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes 1v| No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes  No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

a Me
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Name West  

Job Title

Address I f

s !l FI /
State

Speaking:   For Against I I Information

Representing  i/ JZ smr

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone   S

Email  

Waive Speaking: X ln Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read t is information into the record.)

1 Ye "  No

While it is a Senate tradition to encouragejDublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

\l\o/\t>
APPEARANCE RECORD

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) 1o
Meeting Date

Topic; I   £  &<j\ce£ (/Jtv 

Name

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address | DO
Street

|  (osh   32 1

Phone

Email
City State Zip

Speaking: [ For Against | [information

Representing  Q-   _

Waive Speaking:  X Jn Support 1 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes 1  -No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes I Ino
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
; t (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic _  't  ' '  ' Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name

Job Title

Address Phone
Street

Email
City State Zip

Speaking:   For | [Against 1 1 Information Waive Speaking: In Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Lobbyist registered with Legislature: j Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic 

Name  ess McCarty

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title Assistant County Attorney

Address 111 NW 1st Street, Suite 2810
Street

Miami FL
City /

Speaking; For   Against

State

Information

Phone 305-979-7110

33128 Email jmm2j@miamidade.gov
Zip

Waive Speaking: In Support C  Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing Miami- ade County   

Appearing at request of Chair: I Ives 0 No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 0Yes E  No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
I

Meeting Date

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic     Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name LV I |

Job Title

Address Phone
Street

1,2  0  5 Email  
City

| [Against
State Zip  

Speaking: | [For | | Information Waive Speaking:   Jn Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: CZlves I I No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes 0No
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to s eak to be heard at this
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I. Summary: 

SB 672 revises the eligibility requirement for the agricultural restricted license plate. The bill 

allows truck tractors or heavy trucks, not operated as for-hire vehicles, engaged exclusively in 

transporting raw, unprocessed, and nonmanufactured agricultural or horticultural products that 

operate within the state, instead of within a 150-mile radius of the truck’s home address, be 

eligible for the restricted plate. The annual fee for the plate is: 

 $87.75 if such vehicle’s declared gross weight is less than 44,000 pounds; or 

 $324 if the vehicle’s declared gross weight is 44,000 pounds or more and such vehicle only 

transports from the point of production to the point of primary manufacture; the point of 

assembly; or to a shipping point. 

 

The bill is estimated to have a negative insignificant fiscal impact to the General Revenue Fund 

and the State Transportation Trust Fund. See section V. Fiscal Impact Statement. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2018 

II. Present Situation: 

Section 320.08(4)(n), F.S., provides a restricted agricultural license plate available for truck 

tractors or heavy trucks, not operated as for-hire vehicles, engaged exclusively in transporting 

raw, unprocessed, and nonmanufactured agricultural or horticultural products within a 150-mile 

radius of its home address. The annual fee for the plate is: 

 $87.75 if such vehicle’s declared gross weight is less than 44,000 pounds; or 

 $324 if the vehicle’s declared gross weight is 44,000 pounds or more and such vehicle only 

transports: 

o From the point of production to the point of primary manufacture;  

o From the point of production to the point of assembling the same; or  
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o From the point of production to a shipping point by rail, water, or motor transportation 

company. 

 

For these purposes, “not-for-hire” means that the owner of the truck must also be the owner of 

the raw, unprocessed, and nonmanufactured agricultural or horticultural product or the user of 

the farm implements and fertilizer being delivered. The DHSMV may require any documentation 

deemed necessary to determine eligibility before issuance of this restricted license plate. 

 

Generally, a truck tractor or heavy truck, which does not qualify for such restricted plate, is 

required to pay an annual registration fee that can range from $60.75 to $1,322, depending on the 

vehicle’s overall gross weight.1 Portions of annual license registration fees are deposited into the 

General Revenue Fund2 and the remaining are distributed to the State Transportation Trust Fund 

as provided in s. 320.20, F.S. 

 

According to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV), in Fiscal Year 

2016-2017, 1,608 trucks registered as restricted agricultural trucks. Of those, approximately 

60 percent were over 44,000 pounds.3 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill amends s. 320.08(4)(n), F.S., removing the 150-mile radius restriction on trucks with an 

agricultural restricted license plate. Instead, truck tractors or heavy trucks that operate within the 

state and otherwise meet the criteria for the restricted plate are eligible for such plate. It is likely 

that the bill will increase the number of vehicles that qualify for the agricultural restricted plate. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2018. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

                                                 
1 See s. 320.08(4)(a)-(l), F.S. 
2 As required by s. 320.08, F.S. 
3 Email from Kevin Jacobs, DHSMV, RE: SB 672 (Jan. 8, 2018) (on file with the Senate Committee on Transportation). 
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) reviewed a similar provision in CS/HB 1231 

in the 2017 legislative session.4 The REC estimated the change in the requirement for the 

agricultural restricted plate would have a negative, but insignificant, impact to the 

General Revenue Fund and the State Transportation Trust Fund.5 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

Expanding the distance that vehicles with an agricultural plate are authorized to travel 

may reduce the costs associated with shipping agricultural products within the state. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

DHSMV may incur minimal programming costs to implement the bill. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends section 320.08 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 

                                                 
4 REC Impact Conference, Farm Use Trucks – Revision of Eligibility Requirement for the Agricultural Restricted License 

Plate, CS/HB 1231 (Mar. 24, 2017), available at 

http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/revenueimpact/archives/2017/_pdf/page408-410.pdf (last visited Jan. 3, 2018). 
5 Id. 



Florida Senate - 2018 SB 672 

 

 

  

By Senator Stargel 

 

 

 

 

 

22-00856-18 2018672__ 

 Page 1 of 2  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to truck license taxes; amending s. 2 

320.08, F.S.; revising which truck tractors and heavy 3 

trucks transporting certain agricultural or 4 

horticultural products are eligible for reduced 5 

license taxes; providing an effective date. 6 

  7 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 8 

 9 

Section 1. Paragraph (n) of subsection (4) of section 10 

320.08, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 11 

320.08 License taxes.—Except as otherwise provided herein, 12 

there are hereby levied and imposed annual license taxes for the 13 

operation of motor vehicles, mopeds, motorized bicycles as 14 

defined in s. 316.003(3), tri-vehicles as defined in s. 316.003, 15 

and mobile homes as defined in s. 320.01, which shall be paid to 16 

and collected by the department or its agent upon the 17 

registration or renewal of registration of the following: 18 

(4) HEAVY TRUCKS, TRUCK TRACTORS, FEES ACCORDING TO GROSS 19 

VEHICLE WEIGHT.— 20 

(n) A truck tractor or heavy truck, not operated as a for-21 

hire vehicle and, which is engaged exclusively in transporting 22 

raw, unprocessed, and nonmanufactured agricultural or 23 

horticultural products within the state a 150-mile radius of its 24 

home address, is eligible for a restricted license plate for a 25 

fee of: 26 

1. If such vehicle’s declared gross vehicle weight is less 27 

than 44,000 pounds, $87.75 flat, of which $22.75 shall be 28 

deposited into the General Revenue Fund. 29 
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2. If such vehicle’s declared gross vehicle weight is 30 

44,000 pounds or more and such vehicle only transports from the 31 

point of production to the point of primary manufacture; to the 32 

point of assembling the same; or to a shipping point of a rail, 33 

water, or motor transportation company, $324 flat, of which $84 34 

shall be deposited into the General Revenue Fund. 35 

 36 

Such not-for-hire truck tractors and heavy trucks used 37 

exclusively in transporting raw, unprocessed, and 38 

nonmanufactured agricultural or horticultural products may be 39 

incidentally used to haul farm implements and fertilizers 40 

delivered direct to the growers. The department may require any 41 

documentation deemed necessary to determine eligibility before 42 

prior to issuance of this license plate. For the purpose of this 43 

paragraph, “not-for-hire” means the owner of the motor vehicle 44 

must also be the owner of the raw, unprocessed, and 45 

nonmanufactured agricultural or horticultural product, or the 46 

user of the farm implements and fertilizer being delivered. 47 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2018. 48 
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I. Summary: 

SB 796 directs the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) to develop a 

Florida State Beekeepers Association specialty license plate, establishes a $25 annual use fee for 

the plate, and provides the distribution and use of fees collected from the sale of the plate. 

 

The DHSMV estimates programming and implementation for a standard specialty license plate 

costs $7,680. The DHSMV is authorized to retain revenues from the first proceeds of sales to 

defray departmental costs. 

 

The bill takes effect October 1, 2018. 

II. Present Situation: 

Specialty License Plates 

Presently, there are over 120 specialty license plates available for purchase in Florida.1 Specialty 

license plates are available to an owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is willing to pay an 

annual use fee, ranging from $15 to $25, paid in addition to required license taxes and service 

fees.2 The annual use fees are distributed to an organization or organizations in support of a 

particular cause or charity signified in the plate’s design and designated in statute.3  

 

                                                 
1 A list of Florida’s specialty license plates is available on the DHSMV website at http://www.flhsmv.gov/dmv/specialtytags/ 

(last visited Nov. 3, 2017). 
2 Section 320.08056, F.S. 
3 Section 320.08058, F.S. 
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In order to establish a specialty license plate, s. 320.08053, F.S., requires the plate must first be 

adopted into statute. Upon becoming law: 

 Within 60 days, the organization must submit an art design for the plate, in a medium 

prescribed by the DHSMV; 

 Within 120 days, the DHSMV must establish a method to issue pre-sale vouchers for the 

approved specialty license plate; and 

 Within 24 months after the pre-sale vouchers are established, the organization must obtain a 

minimum of 1,000 voucher sales before manufacturing may begin. 

 

If, at the end of the 24-month pre-sale period, the minimum sales requirement has not been met, 

the DHSMV will discontinue the plate and issuance of the pre-sale voucher. Upon 

discontinuation, a purchaser of a presale voucher may use the annual use fee as a credit towards 

any other specialty license plate or apply for a refund with the DHSMV.4 

 

The annual use fees collected by an organization and any interest earned from the fees may be 

expended only for use in this state unless the annual use fee is derived from the sale of specified 

United States Armed Forces and veterans-related specialty plates.5 Additionally, organizations 

must adhere to certain accountability requirements, including an annual audit or attestation 

document affirming that funds received have been spent in accordance with applicable statutes.6 

 

DHSMV Costs Defrayed 

The DHSMV is authorized to retain sufficient annual use fees from the sale of specialty plates to 

defray its costs for inventory, distribution, and other direct costs associated with the program. 

The remainder of the proceeds collected are distributed as provided by law.7  

 

Discontinuance of Specialty Plates 

The DHSMV must discontinue the issuance of an approved specialty license plate if the number 

of valid registrations falls below 1,000 plates for at least 12 consecutive months. A warning letter 

is mailed to the sponsoring organization following the first month in which the total number of 

valid specialty plate registrations is below 1,000 plates. Collegiate plates for Florida universities 

are exempt from the minimum plate requirement.8 In addition, DHSMV is authorized to 

discontinue any specialty license plate if the organization no longer exists, stops providing 

services that are authorized to be funded from the annual use fee proceeds, or pursuant to an 

organizational recipient’s request.9 

 

                                                 
4 Section 320.08053(2)(b), F.S. 
5 Section 320.08056(10)(a), F.S. 
6 Section 320.08062, F.S. 
7 Section 320.08056(7), F.S. 
8 Section 320.08056(8)(a), F.S. 
9 Section 320.08056(8)(b), F.S. 
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Florida State Beekeepers Association10 

The Florida State Beekeepers Association, Inc. is a Florida nonprofit organization11 with a 

mission to provide resources for the improvement of beekeeping, to promote the development of 

practical beekeeping methods in Florida, and to act in the interest of and as a representative of 

Florida beekeepers in state and national beekeeping affairs. The Association is also committed to 

having a honeybee research lab in Florida, and estimates such lab will cost $3.5 million to build. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill directs the DHSMV to create a Florida State Beekeepers Association specialty license 

plate, with an annual fee of $25 to be distributed to the Florida State Beekeepers Association. 

The organization may use up to 18 percent of the fees for administrative and startup costs, and 

costs for promotion and marketing of the plate. All vendors associated with the administrative 

costs shall be selected by competitive bid. The remaining funds may be used for honeybee 

research, education, outreach, and husbandry, to raise awareness of the importance of beekeeping 

to Florida agriculture. The bill provides that the Association’s board of managers must approve 

and is accountable for all such expenditures. 

 

The plate must bear the colors and design approved by the DHSMV, with the word “Florida” at 

the top of the plate, and the words “Save the Bees” at the bottom of the plate. 

 

The bill takes effect October 1, 2018. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

                                                 
10 See Florida State Beekeepers Association website, http://www.floridabeekeepers.org/ (last visited Dec. 18, 2017). 
11 According to corporate filings with the Department of State, the Association has been incorporated in Florida since 1971. 

See Department of State – Division of Corporations, Sunbiz.org, Florida State Beekeepers Association, Incorporated, 

http://search.sunbiz.org/Inquiry/CorporationSearch/SearchResultDetail?inquirytype=EntityName&directionType=Initial&sea

rchNameOrder=FLORIDASTATEBEEKEEPERSASSOCIAT%207212370&aggregateId=domnp-721237-2d1c24d7-c677-

4df4-aedf-

57c96441899a&searchTerm=florida%20state%20beekeepers%20association&listNameOrder=FLORIDASTATEBEEKEEP

ERSASSOCIAT%207212370 (last visited Dec. 18, 2017). 
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

Individuals who choose to purchase a Florida State Beekeepers Association specialty 

license plate will pay a $25 annual use fee in addition to appropriate license taxes and 

fees. The Florida State Beekeepers Association will receive revenue from each plate 

purchase. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The DHSMV estimates programming and implementation of a standard specialty license 

plate costs $7,680.12 The DHSMV is authorized to retain revenues from the first proceeds 

of specialty license plate sales to defray departmental expenditures related to the specialty 

license plate program.13 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 320.08056 and 

320.08058.  

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 

                                                 
12 See DHSMV, 2018 Agency Legislative Bill Analysis: SB 468 (Nov. 9, 2017) (on file with the Senate Committee on 

Transportation). 
13 Section 320.08056(7), F.S. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to specialty license plates; amending 2 

s. 320.08056, F.S.; establishing an annual use fee for 3 

the Florida State Beekeepers Association license 4 

plate; amending s. 320.08058, F.S.; directing the 5 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to 6 

develop a Florida State Beekeepers Association license 7 

plate; providing for distribution and use of fees 8 

collected from the sale of such plates; providing an 9 

effective date. 10 

  11 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 12 

 13 

Section 1. Paragraph (ffff) is added to subsection (4) of 14 

section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, to read: 15 

320.08056 Specialty license plates.— 16 

(4) The following license plate annual use fees shall be 17 

collected for the appropriate specialty license plates: 18 

(ffff) Florida State Beekeepers Association license plate, 19 

$25. 20 

Section 2. Subsection (84) is added to section 320.08058, 21 

Florida Statutes, to read: 22 

320.08058 Specialty license plates.— 23 

(84) FLORIDA STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION LICENSE PLATES.— 24 

(a) The department shall develop a Florida State Beekeepers 25 

Association license plate as provided in s. 320.08053 and this 26 

section. The plate must bear the colors and design approved by 27 

the department. The word “Florida” must appear at the top of the 28 

plate, and the words “Save the Bees” must appear at the bottom 29 
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of the plate. 30 

(b) The annual use fees shall be distributed to the Florida 31 

State Beekeepers Association, a Florida nonprofit corporation. 32 

The Florida State Beekeepers Association may use up to 18 33 

percent of the annual use fees for: 34 

1. Direct reimbursement for administrative costs, startup 35 

costs, and costs incurred in the development and approval 36 

process of the license plate. All vendors associated with the 37 

administrative costs shall be selected by competitive bid. 38 

2. Promotion and marketing costs of the license plate. 39 

(c) The remaining funds shall be distributed to the Florida 40 

State Beekeepers Association and shall be used to raise 41 

awareness of the importance of beekeeping to Florida agriculture 42 

by funding honeybee research, education, outreach, and 43 

husbandry. The Florida State Beekeepers Association board of 44 

managers must approve and is accountable for all such 45 

expenditures. 46 

Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2018. 47 
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SENATOR KEVIN J. RADER 
29th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Agriculture, Vice Chair 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and 
   Human Services 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, 
   Tourism, and Economic Development 
Governmental Oversight and Accountability 
Transportation 
 
JOINT COMMITTEE: 
Joint Administrative Procedures Committee, 
   Alternating Chair 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   5301 N. Federal Hwy, Suite 135, Boca Raton, Florida 33487 
   222 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5029 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 JOE NEGRON ANITERE FLORES 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

December 21, 2017 
 

 
The Honorable George Gainer 
302 Senate Office Building 

404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 
 

Dear Chairman Gainer:  
 

In accordance with Senate Rule 1.21, I am writing to you to be excused from the 
Transportation meeting that will be held on January 10, 2018 at 2:00pm due to 
a business matters that needs my immediate attention. I sincerely apologize for 

any inconvenience this may cause.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me at 561-866-4020 

if you have any questions. 
 

 
Sincerely  
 

 
Kevin Rader 
State Senator 

District 29 
 

 

 

cc: Phillip Miller, Staff Director 
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2:07:47 PM Adam Basford, Florida Farm Bureau, waives in support 
2:08:04 PM Senator Stargel waives closing 
2:08:10 PM Roll Call 
2:08:18 PM Bill Passes favorably 
2:08:53 PM Tab 3 - SB 796, Specialty License Plates/Florida Beekeepers Association, by Senator Rader 
2:09:00 PM Senator Rouson, Co-Sponsor, explains SB 796 
2:10:16 PM Questions 
2:10:31 PM Lena Juarez representing Florida State Beekeeper Association Waives in Support 
2:11:08 PM Rouson Closes on SB 796 
2:11:40 PM Roll Call 
2:11:53 PM SB 796 Passes Favorably 
2:12:40 PM Recess 
2:12:47 PM Recording Paused 
2:20:00 PM Recording Resumed 
2:20:06 PM Meeting called back to order 
2:20:17 PM Tab 1-CS/SB 90, Use of Wireless Communications Devices While Driving, by Senator Perry 
2:20:23 PM Senator Perry explains CS/SB 90 
2:21:12 PM Questions 
2:21:34 PM Without Objection - Late Filed Amendment Barcode 638638, by Senator Rouson 
2:21:41 PM Amendment Explained by Senator Rouson 
2:23:11 PM Senator Perry Responds to Senator Rouson 
2:25:25 PM Perry objects to amendment 
2:25:36 PM Amendment Barcode 638638 is withdrawn 
2:26:02 PM Lane Stephens Speaks in Support of SB 90 
2:30:36 PM David L. Perry representing Florida Police Chiefs Association Speaks in Support 
2:32:53 PM Mark Merwitzer rep. Palmetto Bay Youth Comm. Involvement Board Speaks in Support 
2:35:05 PM Keyna Cory representing FL DNT TXT N DRV Coalition Speaks in Support 
2:36:01 PM Karen Morgan representing AAA waives in support 
2:36:14 PM Laura Hallan representing Fla Bicycle Association Waives in Support 
2:36:25 PM Corinne Mixon representing FL Academy of Physicians Assistance Waives in Support 
2:36:45 PM Debbie Wanninkhof Speaks in Support 
2:39:32 PM Jack McRay, AARP, waives in support 
2:39:42 PM Kathryn Boynton waives in support 
2:40:03 PM Demetrius Branca representing APB Foundation Speaks in Support 
2:46:27 PM Anastasia Burns Waives in Support 
2:46:39 PM Erin Milbeck Speaks in Support 
2:47:16 PM Stephanie Smith, Uber Technologies, waives support 
2:47:22 PM Heather Duncan, Regional Director, AT&T waives support 
2:47:32 PM Brewster Bevis, Senior Vice-President Associated Industries, waives in support 
2:47:37 PM Leslie Mille, Anthony Phoenix Branca Foundation, Waives in support 
2:47:56 PM Carl Mikyska, FL MPO Advisory Council, Waives support 
2:48:08 PM Jean Wingo-Florida Federation of Republican Women, Waives in Support 
2:48:19 PM Jim Cordero, Asphalt Contractors Association of Florida, Waives Support 
2:48:32 PM Dr. Danielle Thomas representing Florida PTA Waives in Support 
2:48:38 PM Matt Puckett representing Florida Police Benevolent Association Waives in Support 



2:48:52 PM H. Lee Moffitt representing Autonation Waives in Support 
2:49:02 PM Karl Rasmussen representing Nationwide Waives in Support 
2:49:21 PM Laura Branca McNeff, APB Foundation Speaks in Support 
2:54:59 PM Amelia Carroll waives in Support 
2:55:05 PM Logan McFaddin representing PCI Association of America Waives in Support 
2:55:11 PM Devon West, Policy Advisor, Broward County, waives support 
2:55:14 PM Elizabeth Vandervort Waives in Support 
2:55:24 PM Edgar G. Fernandez representing Indian River County Waives in Support 
2:55:28 PM Rebecca Grissom Waives in Support 
2:55:34 PM Lisa Hurley representing Collier County Waives in Support 
2:55:41 PM Leslie Dughi, Florida Insurance Canal and Enterprise Holdings, waives in Support 
2:56:01 PM Gerald Wester, American Insurance Association, Waives in Support 
2:56:12 PM Robert Brown, Florida Association of Counties, waives in support 
2:56:18 PM Ron Book, AutoNation in support 
2:56:26 PM Jess McCarty representing Miami-Dade County Waives in Support 
2:56:31 PM Faith Hill waives support 
2:56:47 PM Irv Slosberg Speaks in Support 
3:02:02 PM Hannah O'Donnell waives in support 
3:03:06 PM Bob Burleson, Florida Transportation Builders Association, waives in support 
3:03:13 PM Barney Bishop III, Florida Smart Justice Alliance, in support 
3:03:45 PM Senator Taddeo Speaks on SB 90 
3:05:12 PM Senator Rouson Speaks on SB 90 
3:06:57 PM Senator Perry Closes on SB 90 
3:08:47 PM Roll Call 
3:09:06 PM SB 90 Passes Favorably 
3:09:34 PM Senator Baxley-motion for favorable support of SB's 672 and 796 
3:09:56 PM Senator Galvano-motion for favorable support of SB's 672 and 796 
3:10:04 PM Meeting Adjourned 
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