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2016 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

 Senator Gaetz, Chair 

 Senator Montford, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, January 26, 2016 

TIME: 3:30—6:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Gaetz, Chair; Senator Montford, Vice Chair; Senators Bullard, Galvano, Legg, Ring, 
Simmons, and Stargel 
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Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Education

Chair’s Proposal
FY 2016-2017
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Calls on the budget:
• Governor’s Budget 

• $1 billion in tax cuts
• $350 million – Enterprise Florida
• Historic levels of spending

• More students/increased workload  ($34.5 million)

• Current projects  ($423.5 million)

• Higher Ed Performance Funding  ($94 million)

• Senators’ initiatives and requests ($350 million)

• PECO downgrade/the “real numbers” (-$62 million)

• Revenue downgrade/the “real numbers” (-$400 million)

“There are more calls than cash.”
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The Organizing Reality 
of the Education Budget



Extensive Review 
of Past Project Spending
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• Each receiving organization/entity asked to clearly identify how funds 
were spent, how the expenditure promoted better student 
performance and to provide most recent audited/unaudited financial 
report

• 27 entities receiving $24.3 million in 2015-2016 did not respond as 
requested

• 14 entities receiving $13.9 million in 2015-2016 did not clearly identify 
how funds were spent or the direct impact on student performance

• Senators and professional staff reviewed each project response to 
prioritize use of state funds for most effective, accountable purposes

“Projects and programs unwilling or unable to 
respond are recommended for ZERO funding.”



Review of 2016-2017 Priorities
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• Governor’s proposals included:
– No tuition increase

– Rapid response training/technical centers

– Historic level of K-12 funding

– Significant increase in higher education 
performance funding

– Additional funding for CAPE certifications

– Educator recognition programs

– Summer business internships for educators



Review of 2016-2017 Priorities - Continued
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• Continuation of Key Senate Priorities:
– Extra hour of instruction at lowest-performing 

elementary schools

– Military-related student supplement

– College funding - compression, equity, performance

– Discussion with every senator who offered funding 
proposals to review past projects and identify 
future priorities



Funding Highlights
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M a j o r  I s s u e s  F u n d e d A m o u n t

K-12 Public School Funding (FEFP) Increase $650.6 million

New Statewide Competitive Grant Programs
• After-Care and Mentoring Grant Programs
• CAPE Start-Up Grant program

$40.3 Million

University System Performance Funding 
• $225 million – State Investment in Performance Funds
• $250 million – Institutional Investment in Performance Funds

$475 million

College System Performance Funding 
• $30 million - State Investment in Performance Funds
• $30 million - Institutional Investment in Performance Funds

$60 million

Distinguished College Award Program $2 million

Rapid Response Training Grants (Tech Centers) $20 million



K-12 Public Schools / FEFP

Total Proposed K-12 FEFP Funding = $20.3 Billion

Increase of $650.6 million  = 3.30%
(highest overall and per student funding in state history)

• $22 million increase for 35,494 additional FTE
(second year in a row adding equivalent of another school district)

• $12 million recurring – federally connected students -
provides funds to assist school districts that serve a disproportionate 
percentages of students who 
• have a parent in the United States Armed Services
• live on Native American lands, or 
• have a parent who works on federal property.

• $60 million continued funding for Digital Classrooms 7



K-12 Public Schools / FEFP - Continued

• $53 million – Extra Hour Initiative – revises the 
calculation of the Supplemental Academic 
Instruction categorical within the FEFP to provide 
funding for an additional hour of reading instruction 
per day at the 300 Lowest Performing Elementary 
Schools

• $96.4 million increase in funds for districts to 
serve ESE students – restores the ESE 
Guaranteed Allocation to the pre-recession level of 
funds per student
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K-12 Public Schools – New Issues 

• $30 million – New Statewide After-Care and Mentoring 
Competitive Grant Program – provides competitive awards to 
non-profit organizations to provide after-school and school-
supplement programs to Florida children up to 18 years of age.  
Current state appropriations for after-care and mentoring 
programs were transferred to this new program along with 
additional enhancement funds. 

• $10.2 million – New CAPE Academies Grant Program –
provides competitive grants to school districts and charter 
schools to start up or expand advanced manufacturing or other 
career-technical academies

9



Workforce Development 

• $1.5 million additional funds for CAPE Industry 
Certification – increases performance funds to 
district technical centers for students who earn 
industry certifications in high-demand occupations

• $20 million – Rapid Response Training Grants –
provides competitive awards to school district tech 
centers for the creation or expansion of 
postsecondary programs that meet workforce needs 
and train for high-demand occupations

• No tuition increase
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Florida Colleges
• $60 million – Performance Incentive Funds

- $30 million - State’s Investment in Performance Funds
- $30 million - Institutional Investment in Performance Funds

• $5 million additional funds for CAPE Industry Certifications – increases 
performance funds to colleges for students who earn industry 
certifications in high-demand occupations 

• $2 million – Distinguished College Program – provides awards to colleges 
who have achieved an elite level of success on key indicators of college 
excellence

• $12.5 million – Compression Funding – provides additional funds to help 
reduce funding inequities among colleges

• $12.5 million – Equalization Funding – provides additional funds to 
support colleges’ ongoing operational needs and program enhancements

• College projects  = $9.25 million 

• No tuition increase 11



State University System

• $475 million – Performance Funding (Based on Board of 
Governor’s model)
- $225 million – State Investment in Performance Funds
- $250 million – Institutional Investment in Performance Funds

• Preeminence Funds – Total of $63 million
($48 million recurring, $15 million additional)

• New category of "Emerging Preeminence" (SB 524)

• IFAS workload  – $3.5 million increase

• University Projects - $71.9 million 

• No tuition increase
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Student Financial Aid

• $217.3 million – Bright Futures Scholarships

• $148.4 million - Florida Student Assistance Grant 

• $4.9 million – Children/Spouses of Deceased or 
Disabled Veterans (CSDDV)  - includes $1.75 million 
additional funds to support a workload increase of 187 
additional students

• $12.9 million – Florida National Merit Scholar Program 
– includes $4.5 million additional funds to support a 
workload increase of 282 additional students
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Higher Education
Other Issues

• $115.3 million – FRAG Funding 
– $9,000 reduction in funding due to decreased workload 
– Maintains the current award level at $3,000 per student

• $5.1 million – ABLE Funding
– $616,500 reduction in funding due to decreased 

workload 
– Maintains the current full award level at $1,500 per 

student

• $2.7 million for restoration of Adults with Disabilities 
programs as requested by senators and subject to 
performance metrics in SB 962
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Capital Outlay Funding

• Special Facilities  = $100.3 million 
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Special Facilities:
Washington  (3rd and final year, 2016-17) 9,226,361
Levy County  (3rd and final year, 2016-17) 11,471,707
Calhoun  (3rd and final year, 2016-17) 8,419,842
Holmes  (3rd and final year, 2016-17) 18,733,115
Dixie  (3rd and final year, 2016-17) 6,693,200
Hamilton (2nd of 3 years) 10,128,694
Jefferson (1st of 3 years) 4,816,261
Taylor (1st of 3 years) 5,881,177
Liberty (1st of 3 years) 5,880,585
Jackson (1st of 3 years) 19,059,807



Capital Outlay Funding - Continued

• K-12 Projects (in addition to special facilities) = $4.3 million

• College Projects  =   $70.7 million

• University Projects = $38.9 million 
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Education Budget/Next Steps
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Implementing Bill discussion Thursday, January 28

Proviso discussion Thursday, January 28

Forward recommendations to Full Appropriations Committee



2016-2017 FEFP - CHAIRMAN'S RECOMMENDATION, JANUARY 26, 2016

Public Schools Funding Summary, Comparison with 2015-2016

Total All Districts

2015-2016 2016-2017

3rd Chairman's Percentage

Calculation Recommendation Difference Difference

-1- -2- -3- -4-

1 Major FEFP Formula Components

2 Unweighted FTE 2,771,605.53 2,807,099.96 35,494.43 1.28%

3 Weighted FTE 3,007,574.52 3,035,153.36 27,578.84 0.92%

4

5 School Taxable Value (Tax Roll) 1,646,855,795,304 1,750,543,810,661 103,688,015,357 6.30%

6

7 Required Local Effort Millage 4.984 4.984 0.000 0.00%

8 Discretionary Millage 0.748 0.748 0.000 0.00%

9 Total Millage 5.732 5.732 0.000 0.00%

10

11 Base Student Allocation 4,154.45 4,235.79 81.34 1.96%

12

13 FEFP Detail

14 WFTE x BSA x DCD (Base FEFP) 12,503,847,184 12,866,067,286 362,220,102 2.90%

15 Declining Enrollment Allocation 3,056,303 669,950 (2,386,353) -78.08%

16 Sparsity Supplement 52,800,000 52,800,000 0 0.00%

17 State Funded Discretionary Contribution 15,661,510 17,232,523 1,571,013 10.03%

18 .748 Mill Compression 187,647,409 202,076,070 14,428,661 7.69%

19 Safe Schools 64,456,019 64,456,019 0 0.00%

20 Supplemental Academic Instruction 648,910,576 709,826,848 60,916,272 9.39%

21 Reading Instruction Allocation 130,000,000 130,000,000 0 0.00%

22 ESE Guaranteed Allocation 959,182,058 1,055,569,941 96,387,883 10.05%

23 DJJ Supplemental Allocation 7,403,150 7,403,772 622 0.01%

24 Transportation 429,530,450 435,031,211 5,500,761 1.28%

25 Instructional Materials 225,830,113 228,722,195 2,892,082 1.28%

26 Teachers Classroom Supplies Allocation 45,286,750 45,286,750 0 0.00%

27 Virtual Education Contribution 15,860,777 12,628,599 (3,232,178) -20.38%

28 Digital Classrooms Allocation 60,000,000 60,000,000 0 0.00%

29 Federally-Connected Student Supplement 12,404,401 12,208,418 (195,983) -1.58%

30 Total FEFP 15,361,876,700 15,899,979,582 538,102,882 3.50%

31

32 Less:  Required Local Effort 7,605,790,301 8,039,839,565 434,049,264 5.71%

33 Net State FEFP Funds 7,756,086,399 7,860,140,017 104,053,618 1.34%

34

35 State Categorical Programs

36 Discretionary Lottery/School Recognition 134,582,877 134,582,877 0 0.00%

37 Class Size Reduction Allocation 3,035,025,330 3,074,018,196 38,992,866 1.28%

38 Total Categorical Funding 3,169,608,207 3,208,601,073 38,992,866 1.23%

39

40 Total State Funding 10,925,694,606 11,068,741,090 143,046,484 1.31%

41

42 Local Funding

43 Total Required Local Effort 7,605,790,301 8,039,839,565 434,049,264 5.71%

44 .748 Mill Discretionary Local Effort 1,167,224,030 1,240,719,648 73,495,618 6.30%

45 Total Local Funding 8,773,014,331 9,280,559,213 507,544,882 5.79%

46

47 Total Funding 19,698,708,937 20,349,300,303 650,591,366 3.30%

48 Total Funds per FTE 7,107.33 7,249.23 141.90 2.00%
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Education Appropriations

2016-17 Budget for Early Learning & K-12 NonFEFP

Chairman's Recommendations

Budget Items
2015-16

 Budget

Chair's 

Recommendation 

2016-17

 Over/Under

2015-16
-1- -2- -3-

Early Learning

1 The Fla Developmental Disabilities Council Help Me Grow         1,883,957                            100,000        (1,783,957) 1
2 ARC Gateway - Pearl Nelson Child Development Center                        3,000,000          3,000,000 2

3
Miami Children's Museum's Professional Development School 

Readiness Institute                            504,250             504,250 
3

4 Business & Leadership Institute for Early Learning                            350,000             350,000 4

5 Paradise Christian School Head Start Federal Match                            297,250             297,250 5

 K-12 Program - Non-FEFP

6 Learning through Listening          1,141,704                         1,141,704                         -   6

7 After Care and Mentoring Grant Program                       30,000,000        30,000,000 7

8
Assistance to Low Performing Schools (AP Professional 

Development)          4,000,000                         4,000,000                         -   
8

9 Best Buddies         1,000,000                                       -          (1,000,000) 9
10 Big Brothers, Big Sisters         2,230,248                                       -          (2,230,248) 10
11 Florida Alliance of Boys and Girls Clubs         2,547,000                                       -          (2,547,000) 11

12 Take Stock in Children         6,125,000                                       -          (6,125,000) 12

13 Teen Trendsetters             300,000                                       -              (300,000) 13
14 Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)             700,000                                       -              (700,000) 14

1



Budget Items
2015-16

 Budget

Chair's 

Recommendation 

2016-17

 Over/Under

2015-16
-1- -2- -3-

15 YMCA State Alliance/YMCA Reads 764,972           -                                              (764,972) 15

16 Mentoring/Student Assistance Initiatives        13,667,220                                        -        (13,667,220) 16

17 College Reach Out Program          1,000,000                                        -          (1,000,000) 17

18 Florida State University             450,000                            450,000                         -   18
19 University of Florida Health Science Center at Jacksonville             450,000                            450,000                         -   19

20 University of Florida             450,000                            450,000                         -   20
21 University of Miami             450,000                            450,000                         -   21

22 University of South Florida             450,000                            450,000                         -   22

23 Keiser University             450,000 450,000                          -                     23

24 Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources Centers          2,700,000                         2,700,000                          -   24

25 New World School of the Arts             650,000                                        -              (650,000) 25

26 School District Matching Grants Program          4,500,000                         4,000,000            (500,000) 26
27 Educator Professional Liability Insurance          1,200,000                         1,200,000                          -   27

28 The Florida Best and Brightest Teacher Scholarship Program        44,022,483                                        -         (44,022,483) 28

29 Teacher and School Administrator Death Benefits                18,000                               18,000                          -   29

30 Florida Atlantic University         1,011,807                        1,011,807                         -   30

31 Florida State University (College of Medicine)         1,171,922                        1,171,922                         -   31

32 University of Central Florida         1,648,378                        1,648,378                         -   32
33 University of Florida (College of Medicine)         1,032,025                        1,032,025                         -   33
34 University of Florida (Jacksonville)         1,027,084                        1,027,084                         -   34

35
University of Miami (Department of Psychology) incl. $375,000 for 

Nova SE Univ         1,725,506                        1,725,506                         -   
35
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Budget Items
2015-16

 Budget

Chair's 

Recommendation 

2016-17

 Over/Under

2015-16
-1- -2- -3-

36 University of South Florida/Florida Mental Health Institute 1,383,278       1,383,278                      -                     36

37 Autism Program          9,000,000                         9,000,000                          -   37

38 Regional Education Consortium Services          1,445,390                         1,445,390                          -   38

39 Florida Virtual Curriculum Marketplace          1,000,000                                        -           (1,000,000) 39

40 Fla Assn of District School Superintendents Training             500,000                            500,000                         -   40

41 Principal of the Year               29,426                              29,426                         -   41
42 School Related Personnel of the Year                 6,182                            370,000             363,818 42

43 Teacher of the Year               18,730                            770,000             751,270 43

44 Administrators Professional Development         7,000,000                        7,438,887             438,887 44

45 Teacher of the Year Summit                        -                                50,000                50,000 45

46 STEM Business Partnership Summer Residency Program -                                           1,000,000          1,000,000 46

47 Teacher Professional Development          7,554,338                       10,158,313           2,603,975 47

48 Gardiner Scholarship Program       55,000,000                                       -        (55,000,000) 48

49 Standard Student Attire Incentive Program       10,000,000 -                                        (10,000,000) 49

50 Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) -                    700,000                                      700,000 50

51 Strategic Statewide Initiatives        65,000,000                             700,000       (64,300,000) 51

52 Pasco Regional STEM School/Tampa Bay Region Aeronautics
                       -                              750,000             750,000 

52

53
Brevard Public Schools Aviation and Manufacturing Technology HS 

Programs                        -                          1,755,000          1,755,000 
53

54 Additional Grant Funding -                                           7,745,000          7,745,000 54

55  CAPE Academy Start-Up Grant Program                       10,250,000         10,250,000 55
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Budget Items
2015-16

 Budget

Chair's 

Recommendation 

2016-17

 Over/Under

2015-16
-1- -2- -3-

56 Academic Tourney             132,738                            132,738                         -   56

57 African American Task Force             100,000                            100,000                         -   57

58 AMI Kids         2,500,000                                       -          (2,500,000) 58

59 Arts for a Complete Education/Florida Alliance for Arts Education             110,952                                       -              (110,952) 59

60 Black Male Explorers             500,000                                       -              (500,000) 60
61 Culinary Training/Professional Training Kitchen             200,000                                       -              (200,000) 61

62 Florida Afterschool Network/Ounce of Prevention Fund of Florida             200,000                                       -              (200,000) 62

63 Florida Healthy Choices Coalition/E3 Family Solutions             200,000                                       -              (200,000) 63

64 Florida Holocaust Museum             100,000                            100,000                         -   64

65 Florida Youth Challenge Academy             375,000                                       -              (375,000) 65

66 Girl Scouts of Florida             267,635                                       -              (267,635) 66
67 Holocaust Memorial Miami Beach               75,000                              66,501                (8,499) 67
68 Holocaust Task Force             100,000                            100,000                         -   68

69 Jobs for Florida's Graduates         1,500,000                        3,000,000          1,500,000 69

70 Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP) Jacksonville             500,000                        1,224,000             724,000 70

71 Lauren's Kids         3,800,000                        3,800,000                         -   71

72 Learning for Life         2,069,813                                       -          (2,069,813) 72

73 Mourning Family Foundation         1,000,000                            500,000            (500,000) 73

74 Pasco Regional STEM School/Tampa Bay Region Aeronautics             750,000                                       -              (750,000) 74

75 Project to Advance School Success (PASS)             508,983                            508,983                         -   75

76 The SEED School of Miami         2,000,000                        4,681,440          2,681,440 76

77 State Science Fair                72,032                                       -                (72,032) 77
78 YMCA Youth in Government 200,000           150,000                          (50,000)             78

79 YMCA of Central Florida After School Program 1,000,000       -                                   (1,000,000)       79

80 Earn to Learn Program -                    201,680                          201,680            80
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Budget Items
2015-16

 Budget

Chair's 

Recommendation 

2016-17

 Over/Under

2015-16
-1- -2- -3-

81 Pinellas Education Foundation Career Planning -                    528,538                          528,538            81

82 Palm Beach County On-line Tutor Assistance -                    74,000                            74,000              82

83 Summer Job Skills and Coding Internship Program -                    50,000                            50,000              83

84 South Florida Tech Tutorial School -                    105,000                          105,000            84

85 Coral Gables Museum Green City Program -                    200,000                          200,000            85

86 Specialty Children's Hospital Patient Academics Program -                    200,000                          200,000            86

87 Moore-Mickens Education Vocation Center -                    250,000                          250,000            87

88 Northmore Literacy Improvement Program -                    104,000                          104,000            88

89 Boys Choir of Tallahassee -                    71,000                            71,000              89

90 Breakthrough Miami -                    1,000,000                      1,000,000        90

91 School and Instructional Enhancements        18,262,153                       17,147,880         (1,114,273) 91

92 Auditory-Oral Education Grant Funding             550,000                            600,000                50,000 92
93 Communication/Autism Navigator         1,353,292                        1,353,292                         -   93
94 Family Café             450,000                            450,000                         -   94

95 Special Olympics 250,000           250,000                          -                     95

96 Exceptional Education          5,950,372                         6,000,372                 50,000 96

97 Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind        50,188,935                       50,188,935                          -   97

98 Transfer to DMS - HRS Purchased per Statewide Contract             262,246                             262,246                          -   98

99 National Flight Academy (FCO) 500,000           1,500,000                      1,000,000        99

100 Margate Blount Archaeological Site -                    285,000                          285,000            100

101 Pinellas Education Foundation Career Planning -                    500,000                          500,000            

5



Budget Items
2015-16

 Budget

Chair's 

Recommendation 

2016-17

 Over/Under

2015-16
-1- -2- -3-

101 Fixed Capital Outlay - Local Governments             500,000                         2,285,000           1,785,000 101

102 K-12 Program - Non-FEFP Total     232,585,736                    151,020,735       (81,565,001) 102
 Educational Media & Technology Services 0

103 Capitol Technical Center             430,624                             200,000            (230,624) 103
104 Federal Equipment Matching Grant             450,000                                        -              (450,000) 104

105 Florida Channel Closed Captioning             390,862 390,862                          -                     105
106 Florida Channel Satellite Transponder Operations             800,000 800,000                          -                     106

107
Florida Channel Statewide Governmental and Cultural Affairs 

Programming             497,522 497,522                          -                     
107

108 Florida Channel Year Round Coverage         2,562,588 2,562,588                      -                     108

109 Public Broadcasting - 13 Public Radio Stations         1,300,000 1,300,000                      -                     109

110 Public Broadcasting - 13 Public Television Stations 3,996,811       3,996,811                      -                     110

111 Florida Public Radio Emergency Network Storm Center 166,270           166,270                          -                     111

112 Public Broadcasting          9,714,053                         9,714,053                          -   112

113 Educational Media & Technology Services Total        10,594,677                         9,914,053            (680,624) 113
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THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE’S OFFICE OF PROGRAM POLICY ANALYSIS & GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILI TY

OPPAGA Analysis of Extra Hour 
Schools in 2014-15

A presentation to the Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Education

Mark West
Staff Director, Methodology

January 26, 2016



THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE’S OFFICE OF PROGRAM POLICY ANALYSIS & GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILI TY

Extra Hour Initiative

2

The Florida Department of Education identifies 
Extra Hour schools

2012-13 and 2013-14

State law required the 

100 elementary schools
that were the lowest 

performing in reading to
add an extra hour to their 

regular school day

2014-15 and 2015-16

State law required the 

300 elementary schools 
that were the lowest 

performing in reading to 
add an extra hour to their 

regular school day



THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE’S OFFICE OF PROGRAM POLICY ANALYSIS & GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILI TY 3

Prior Findings Related to School-Level 
Data

• 2012-13:  75% (72 of 96) schools

• 2013-14:  78% (73 of 94) schools

• 2012-13:  69% (66 of 96) schools

• 2013-14:  65% (61 of 94) schools

• 2012-13:  76% (73 of 96) schools

• 2013-14:  69% (65 of 94) schools

Increased the percentage 
of below-grade-level 
students who made a 

year’s worth of growth

Moved off of the 
Low 100 list

Increased students reading 
at grade level 



THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE’S OFFICE OF PROGRAM POLICY ANALYSIS & GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILI TY

Limitations to Applying Prior Years’ 
Methodology in 2014-15 

4

Calculations of learning gains would not be accurate because the 
assessment and standards changed from one year to the next

A change in an individual school’s percentage of students reading at grade 
level from year to year may be due to the use of a different assessment

Limitations



THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE’S OFFICE OF PROGRAM POLICY ANALYSIS & GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILI TY

Methodology for Analyzing Extra Hour School 
Performance in 2014-15

5

 We looked at 302 schools that participated in the 
Extra Hour Initiative in 2014-15

 We calculated a relative ranking that evaluates 
whether Extra Hour schools increased or decreased 
their performance ranking compared to other 
elementary schools

Ranking is based on percentages of elementary school 
students reading at grade level



THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE’S OFFICE OF PROGRAM POLICY ANALYSIS & GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILI TY

203 Extra Hour Schools Increased Their 
Relative Ranking

6

Source:  OPPAGA analysis of DOE data.

1 School 
Had No Change 
in Its Ranking

(67.2%) 
Increased 

Their 
Relative 
Ranking

203 
Schools

(32.5%) 
Decreased 

Their
Relative 
Ranking

302
Extra Hour 

Schools
2014-15

98
Schools

• of Extra Hour 
Schools increased their 
relative ranking in 
2014-15 compared to 
2013-14

Ranking in 2014-15

67% 

• of non-low 300 
schools improved their 
rank 

46% 



T H E  F L O R I D A  L E G I S L A T U R E ’ S  
OFFICE OF PROGRAM POLICY ANALYSIS & GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY

OPPAGA supports the Florida Legislature by providing data, evaluative research, and objective analyses that assist legislative budget and policy deliberations.

Contact 
Information

Mark West
Staff Director, Methodology 

(850) 717-0534 
west.mark@oppaga.fl.gov

David Summers 
Staff Director, Education 

(850) 717-0555 
summers.david@oppaga.fl.gov







 

 

SENATOR BILL GALVANO 
26th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
COMMITTEES: 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Education, Chair 
Agriculture 
Appropriations 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Health 
   and Human Services 
Education 
Gaming 
Health Policy 
Regulated Industries 
Rules 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   1023 Manatee Avenue West, Suite 201, Bradenton, Florida 34205 
   326 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5026 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 DON GAETZ GARRETT RICHTER 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

 

January 26, 2016 

 

 

 

Senator Don Gaetz 

President Florida Senate 

409 Capitol 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL  32399  

 

Dear President Gaetz: 

 

I am writing to request approval to be excused from the Committee on Education Appropriations 

meeting held today, Tuesday, January 26, 2016.  I apologize for the delay in sending this request. 

 

I appreciate your consideration in this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Bill Galvano 

 

 

 

Cc:  Tim Elwell 

        Joanne Bennett  
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