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AFRICAN-AMERICAN SENATORS 
DURING RECONSTRUCTION 1868-1887 

 
Year 

 
Name 

 
Party 

 
County 

 
1868 

 
Bradwell, William 

 
R 

 
Duval 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Pearce, Charles H. 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
  

1869 
 
Bradwell, William 

 
R 

 
Duval 

 
 

 
Cruse, Harry 

 
R 

 
Gadsden 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Pearce, Charles H. 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
Walls, Josiah Thomas 

 
R 

 
Alachua 

 
 

 
  

1870 
 
Bradwell, William 

 
R 

 
Duval 

 
 

 
Cruse, Harry 

 
R 

 
Gadsden 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Pearce, Charles H. 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
Walls, Joshiah Thomas 

 
R 

 
Alachua 

 
 

 
  

1871 
 
Hill, Frederick 

 
R 

 
Gadsden 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Pearce, Charles H. 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
  

1872 
 
Hill, Frederick 

 
R 

 
Gadsden 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Pearce, Charles H. 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
  

1873 
 
Hill, Frederick 

 
R 

 
Gadsden 

 
 

 
Long, Thomas Warren 

 
R 

 
Marion 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Pearce, Charles H. 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
Pope, Washington 

 
R 

 
Jackson 
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN SENATORS 
DURING RECONSTRUCTION 1868-1887 

 
Year 

 
Name 

 
Party 

 
County 

 
 

 
  

1874 
 
Coleman, Oliver J. 

 
R 

 
Madison 

 
 

 
Hill, Frederick 

 
R 

 
Gadsden 

 
 

 
Long, Thomas Warren 

 
R 

 
Marion 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Pearce, Charles H. 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
Pope, Washington 

 
R 

 
Jackson 

 
 

 
Spearing, Samuel 

 
Ind 

 
Duval 

 
 

 
  

1875 
 
Hill, Frederick 

 
R 

 
Gadsden 

 
 

 
Long, Thomas Warren 

 
R 

 
R Marion 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Osgood, Alfred Brown 

 
R 

 
Madison 

 
 

 
Pope, Washington 

 
R 

 
Jackson 

 
 

 
Wallace, John 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
  

1877 
 
Hill, Frederick 

 
R 

 
Gadsden 

 
 

 
Long, Thomas Warren 

 
R 

 
Marion 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Osgood, Alfred Brown 

 
R 

 
Madison 

 
 

 
Wallace, John 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
Walls, Josiah Thomas 

 
R 

 
Alachua 

 
 

 
  

1879 
 
Jones, Everett C. - unseated 

 
Not Available 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
Long, Thomas Warren 

 
R 

 
Marion 

 
 

 
Meacham, Robert 

 
R 

 
Jefferson 

 
 

 
Wallace, John 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
Walls, Josiah Thomas 

 
R 

 
Alachua 
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN SENATORS 
DURING RECONSTRUCTION 1868-1887 

 
Year 

 
Name 

 
Party 

 
County 

 
1881 

 
Chandler, Henry Wilkins 

 
R 

 
Marion 

 
 

 
Lee, Joseph E. 

 
R 

 
Duval 

 
 

 
Wallace, John 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
  

1883 
 
Chandler, Henry Wilkins 

 
R 

 
Marion 

 
 

 
Proctor, John Elias 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
  

1885 
 
Chandler, Henry Wilkins 

 
R 

 
Marion 

 
 

 
Martin, Daniel C. 

 
Not Available 

 
Alachua 

 
 

 
Proctor, John Elias 

 
R 

 
Leon 

 
 

 
Sammis, Egbert C. 

 
Not Available 

 
Duval 

 
 

 
  

1887 
 
Chandler, Henry Wilkins 

 
R 

 
Marion 

 
 

 
Martin, Daniel C. 

 
Not Available 

 
Alachua 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Total number of African-American senators served during Reconstruction ............................... 181 

Total number of African-American senators served between Reconstruction and 1982 ................0 

Total number of African-American senators served from 1982 to present ...................................19 

(see separate list) 

Total number of African-American senators served from Reconstruction to present ...................34 

 

Total number of senators served since Statehood (1845 to present) ....................................... 10022 

                                                           
1Brown, Canter Jr., Florida’s Black Public Officials, 1867 - 1924, The University of 

Alabama Press, 1998, pp. 145-148. 

2The People of Lawmaking in Florida 1822 - 2008, Florida House of Representatives, 

Office of the Clerk, 2008. 


