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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

Floor: WD/2R
04/27/2011 10:41 AM

Senator Diaz de la Portilla moved the following:
Senate Amendment (with directory and title amendments)

Delete lines 127 - 132
and insert:

(3) IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS.—District school boards must
consider, but are not limited to, implementing the following
items in order to meet the constitutional class size maximums
described in subsection (1):

(a) Adopt policies to encourage qualified students to take
dual enrollment courses.

(b) Adopt policies to encourage students to take courses
from the Florida Virtual School and school district virtual

instruction programs.
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(c)1l. Repeal district school board policies that require
students to have more than 24 credits to graduate from high
school.

2. Adopt policies to allow students to graduate from high
school as soon as they pass the grade 10 FCAT and complete the
courses required for high school graduation.

(d) Use methods to maximize use of instructional staff,
such as changing required teaching loads and scheduling of
planning periods, deploying district employees that have
professional certification to the classroom, using adjunct
educators, or any other method not prohibited by law.

(e) Use innovative methods to reduce the cost of school
construction by using prototype school designs, using SMART
Schools designs, participating in the School Infrastructure
Thrift Program, or any other method not prohibited by law.

(f) Use joint-use facilities through partnerships with
community colleges, state universities, and private colleges and
universities. Joint-use facilities available for use as K-12
classrooms that do not meet the K-12 State Regulations for
Educational Facilities in the Florida Building Code may be used
at the discretion of the district school board provided that
such facilities meet all other health, life, safety, and fire
codes.

(g) Adopt alternative methods of class scheduling, such as
block scheduling.

(h) Redraw school attendance zones to maximize use of
facilities while minimizing the additional use of
transportation.

(1) Operate schools beyond the normal operating hours to
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5. Providing for more flexibility and innovation in the
classroom.

6. Improving learning opportunities for students, including
students who have disabilities.

(b) Teaching strategies, including team teaching, co-
teaching, or inclusion teaching, implemented on or after July 1,
2005, pursuant to paragraph (a) may be implemented subject to
the following restrictions:

1. Reasonable limits shall be placed on the number of
students in a classroom so that classrooms are not overcrowded.
Teacher-to-student ratios within a curriculum area or grade
level must not exceed constitutional limits.

2. At least one member of the team must have at least 3
years of teaching experience.

3. At least one member of the team must be teaching in-
field.

4. The teachers must be trained in team-teaching methods
within 1 year after assignment.

(c) As used in this subsection, the term:

1. “Team teaching” or “co-teaching” means two or more
teachers are assigned to a group of students and each teacher is
responsible for all of the students during the entire class
period. In order to be considered team teaching or co-teaching,
each teacher is responsible for planning, delivering, and
evaluating instruction for all students in the class or subject
for the entire class period.

2. “Inclusion teaching” means two or more teachers are
assigned to a group of students, but one of the teachers is

responsible for only one student or a small group of students in
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the classroom.

The use of strategies implemented as outlined in this subsection
meets the letter and intent of the Florida Constitution and the
Florida Statutes which relate to implementing class size
reduction, and this subsection applies retroactively. A school
district may not be penalized financially or otherwise as a
result of the use of any legal strategy, including, but not
limited to, those set forth in subsection (3) and this
subsection.

(5) COURSES FOR COMPLIANCE.—Consistent with the provisions
in ss. 1003.01(14) and 1003.428, the Department of Education

shall identify from the Course Code Directory the core-curricula

courses for the purpose of satisfying the maximum class size

requirement in this section. The department may adopt rules to

implement this subsection, i1f necessary.

Section 3. Subsection (3) is added to section 1003.44,
Florida Statutes, to read:
1003.44 Patriotic programs; rules.—

(3) (a) Each district school board shall designate one month

of the school year to celebrate the Founding Fathers of the

United States of America and the principles inherent in the

country’s founding documents. This month may be coordinated with

Celebrate Freedom Week which is observed pursuant to s.
1003.421.

(b) During the designated month, students shall be provided

instruction that focuses on:

1. The leading figures present at the country’s founding

who were instrumental in crafting the founding documents and
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setting democratic political precedent.

2. The moral and civic virtue, self-sacrifice, intellectual

genius, and patriotism demonstrated by the country’s founding

fathers.

3. The founding documents, including, but not limited to,

the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United

States, the Bill of Rights, and the Federalist Papers.

4. The historical and philosophical importance of the

Declaration of Independence with its emphasis that all people

“are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights,

that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of

happiness.”

5. The principles inherent in the founding documents,

including, but not limited to, individual freedom, limited

representative democratic government, a free market economy and

system, civic virtue, national sovereignty, natural law, and

self-evident truth.

(c) The instruction may be integrated into the existing

school curriculum through methods including, but not limited to,

supplementing lesson plans, holding school assemblies, or

providing school-related activities.

====== DI RECTORY CLAUSE AMENDMENT ======
And the directory clause is amended as follows:

Delete lines 73 - 75
and insert:

Section 2. Section 1003.03, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:
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================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete lines 2 - 28

and insert:
An act relating to public education; amending s.
1003.01, F.S.; redefining the terms “core-curricula
courses” and “extracurricular courses”; amending s.
1003.03, F.S.; deleting a reference to the State
Constitution regarding class size maximums; requiring
that class size maximums be satisfied on or before the
October student membership survey each year; requiring
that the class size maximums be maintained after the
October student membership survey unless certain
conditions occur; providing that a student who enrolls
in a school after the October student membership
survey may be assigned to classes that temporarily
exceed class size maximums if the school board
determines that not assigning the student would be
impractical, educationally unsound, or disruptive to
student learning; providing for a specified number of
students to be assigned above the maximum if the
district school board makes this determination;
requiring that the district school board develop a
plan providing that the school will be in full
compliance with the maximum class size requirements by
the next October student membership survey; deleting
provisions that impose financial penalties, and
provide calculations therefor, on school districts

that do not meet maximum class size requirements;
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246 requiring that the Department of Education identify
247 from the Course Code Directory the core-curricula

248 courses for the purpose of satisfying the maximum

249 class size requirement; authorizing the department to
250 adopt rules; amending s. 1003.44, F.S.; requiring

251 district school boards to designate one month of the
252 school year to celebrate the Founding Fathers of the
253 United States of America and the principles inherent
254 in the country’s founding documents; specifying the
255 focus of instruction during the designated month;

256 providing that instruction may be integrated into the
257 existing school curriculum; amending s. 1011.685,

258 F.S.; revising provisions
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