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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES    
FINAL BILL ANALYSIS  

 
 

BILL #: HB 1297   FINAL HOUSE FLOOR ACTION: 

SPONSOR(S): Jenne  114 Y’s 0 N’s 

COMPANION 
BILLS: 

N/A   GOVERNOR’S ACTION: Approved 

 

  
 

SUMMARY ANALYSIS 

House Bill 1297 passed the House on March 2, 2012, and subsequently passed the Senate on March 9, 2012. 
 
This bill provides for the municipal annexation of an area seaward of the City of Dania Beach. The area to be 
annexed extends three miles offshore to the territorial boundary of Florida. The main effect of this annexation 
will be the inclusion of the Dania Pier in the City of Dania Beach. Currently the pier is outside of the city’s 
jurisdiction even though the city has proprietary interest via a sovereign submerged lands lease for the land 
beneath the pier. 
 
According to the Economic Impact Statement, no fiscal impacts are anticipated for either fiscal year 2011-12 or 
2012-2013. 
 
The bill was approved by the Governor on April 6, 2012, ch. 2012-257, Laws of Florida.  The bill is effective 
upon becoming a law. 
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I. SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION 
 

A. EFFECT OF CHANGES:   
 
Present Situation  
 
The City of Dania Beach is an incorporated municipality in southeast Broward County. One of the main 
attractions in the City of Dania Beach is the Dania Pier, which extends approximately 1,300 feet into the 
Atlantic Ocean.1 However, most of the pier, i.e., those parts seaward of the mean low water mark, is not 
within the territorial boundaries of the city.2  The city’s territorial boundary ends at the mean low water 
mark.  As such, the city is unable to enforce its municipal ordinances on the pier.3 
 
The eastern territorial boundary of both the State of Florida4 and Broward County5 extends out into the 
Atlantic Ocean three miles off the coast of Florida. 
 
Annexation 
 
Article VII, section 2(c) of the Florida Constitution states that “[m]unicipal annexation of unincorporated 
territory, merger of municipalities, and exercise of extra-territorial powers by municipalities shall be as 
provided by general or special law.” Chapter 171, F.S., sets out statutory requirements for municipal 
annexation. However, due to limitations contained in ch. 171, F.S.,6 the City of Dania Beach is unable 
to annex the proposed area under the procedures described in that chapter. 
 
Annexation of sovereign submerged lands seaward to the territorial limits of Florida (three miles off the 
coast) is also consistent with the practice of other municipalities in Broward County. Pompano Beach,7 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea,8 and Fort Lauderdale9 have each annexed such sovereign submerged lands. 
 
Effect of Changes 

The bill would result in the annexation of all sovereign submerged lands extending three miles out into 
the Atlantic Ocean.  
 
The bill is effective upon becoming law. 
 

II.  NOTICE/REFERENDUM AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
 
A.  NOTICE PUBLISHED?     Yes [X]     No [] 
 

                                                 
1
 See Joe Julavits, Countdown to Opening Day: Pier pressure for new facility, THE JACKSONVILLE TIMES-UNION (July 25, 2004) 

available at  http://jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/072504/spo_16184226.shtml. 
2
 Per correspondence with Broward Legislative Delegation (January 18, 2012). 

3
 Per correspondence with Bob Daniels, City Manager, City of Dania Beach (January 20, 2012). 

4
 Article X, Sec. 16(c)(5) (defining “nearshore and inshore Florida waters” as “all Florida waters inside a line three miles seaward of 

the coastline along the Gulf of Mexico and inside a line one mile seaward of the coastline along the Atlantic Ocean.”). 
5
 Section 7.06, F.S. 

6
 See s. 171.043, F.S., describing lands that may be annexed. The reason the area proposed to be annexed does not satisfy the this 

requirement is that the sovereign submerged lands are neither developed for urban purposes,  s. 171.043(2), F.S., nor lying between 

the municipal boundary and an area developed for urban purposes,  s. 171.043(3)(a), F.S., nor “adjacent, on at least 60 percent of its 

external boundary, to any combination of the municipal boundary and the boundary of an area or areas developed for urban purposes,” 

s. 171.043(3)(a), F.S. 
7
 Article I, Sec 2 of the Pompano Beach Charter. 

8
 See ch. 2002-357, L.O.F. (annexing sovereign submerged lands out to “the eastern boundary line of the State of Florida”); Art. II, 

Sec 2-2 of the Town of Lauderdale-by-the-Sea Charter. 
9
 Article II, Sec. 2-01 of the Fort Lauderdale Charter. 



 

This document does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill sponsor or House of Representatives. 
STORAGE NAME: h1297z1.CMAS.DOCX PAGE: 3 
DATE: May 17, 2012 

  

      IF YES, WHEN? December 7, 2011 

 
      WHERE? The Sun-Sentinel in Broward County. 

 
B.  REFERENDUM(S) REQUIRED?     Yes []     No [X] 
 
      IF YES, WHEN? 

 
C.  LOCAL BILL CERTIFICATION FILED?     Yes [X]     No [] 

 
D.  ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT FILED?     Yes [X]     No [] 

  


