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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by Senator Fasano at 10:00 a.m. Se-
nator Fasano turned the gavel over to outgoing Senate President and
Chief Financial Officer-Elect Jeff Atwater.

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Pastor Marc Rhodes, First Baptist
Church of South Brevard, Melbourne:

Our gracious heavenly Father, I come to you today asking your bles-
sing upon the members of this body. May they labor with honesty, hu-
mility and honor. May their leadership cause the people they represent
to rejoice in wisdom, guidance, and their selfless service.

May each member of this ordained body purpose in their hearts to
serve in an ethical and praiseworthy fashion, and may they sow in such a
manner that the reaping of their labors will be beneficial to all. May God
grant that each member serves with devotion and distinction, laboring
as though it depends upon their vowing before providence, realizing that
without God, their labor is in vain.

This I pray in the name of Jesus to the glory and benefit of Almighty
God. Amen.

PLEDGE

Alexis, Hayden, and Reagan Haridopolos of Melbourne, Senator
Haridopolos’ children, led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the
flag of the United States of America.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE

President Atwater introduced Olivia Butler, a guest of Senator Har-
idopolos, from Tampa Preparatory School, who began singing at the age
of five and has been awarded many state titles. She plans to attend
Wake Forest University after graduation to continue her musical
training and pursue a degree as a medical doctor. Olivia sang The Na-
tional Anthem for the Senate.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

The President recognized Dr. Craig Deligdish of Melbourne, sponsored
by Senator Haridopolos, as doctor of the day. Dr. Deligdish specializes in
Oncology and Hematology.

CERTIFICATE RECEIVED

The Secretary announced that The Honorable Dawn K. Roberts, In-
terim Secretary of State, had certified to the election of 23 Senators as
follows:

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

I, DAWN K. ROBERTS, Interim Secretary of State of the State of
Florida, do hereby certify that the following candidates were duly elected
at the General Election held on the Second day of November, A.D., 2010,
to the office of Member, State Senate, as shown by the records of this
office:

SENATE
DISTRICT ELECTED SENATOR
2 Greg Evers
4 Don Gaetz
6 Bill Montford
8 John Thrasher
10 Ronda R. Storms
12 Jim Norman
14 Steve Oelrich
16 Jack Latvala
18 Arthenia L. Joyner
20 Alan Hays
22 David Simmons
24 Thad Altman
25 Ellyn Bogdanoff
26 Mike Haridopolos
27 Lizbeth Benacquisto
28 Joe Negron
30 Maria Lorts Sachs
32 Jeremy Ring
34 Nan H. Rich
35 Gwen Margolis
36 Miguel Diaz de la Portilla
38 Anitere Flores
40 Rene Garcia

GIVEN under my hand and the Great Seal
of the State of Florida, at Tallahassee, the
Capitol, this the 16th day of November,
A.D., 2010.

Dawn K. Roberts
INTERIM SECRETARY OF STATE
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OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

The oath of office was administered by the Secretary to the recently
elected Senators.

ROLL CALL

The roll of the Senate, as then constituted by the 23 newly elected
members and the 17 holdover members, was called by the Secretary, in
alphabetical order and the following members of the Senate were re-
corded as present:

Alexander Gaetz Norman
Altman Garcia Oelrich
Benacquisto Gardiner Rich
Bennett Haridopolos Richter
Bogdanoff Hays Ring
Bullard Hill Sachs
Dean Jones Simmons
Detert Joyner Siplin
Diaz de la Portilla Latvala Smith
Dockery Lynn Sobel
Evers Margolis Storms
Fasano Montford Thrasher
Flores Negron Wise

Excused: Senator Wilson

SPECIAL GUESTS

President Atwater introduced the following guests: Governor Charlie
Crist, former Senator; Commissioner of Agriculture, Charles Bronson,
former Senator; and Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink.

President Atwater announced that in addition to former Senate Pre-
sident Gwen Margolis, who still serves in the Senate, the Senate was
honored by the presence of the following former Senate Presidents:
John Vogt and Jim Scott.

President Atwater also recognized former Senators Steve Geller,
Carey Baker, Burt Saunders, Fred Dudley and Al Lawson.

ORGANIZATION

The Senate proceeded to the organization of the body.

NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT

The President announced that nominations would be received for
President of the Senate, pursuant to Article III, Section 2 of the Con-
stitution, for a term of two years.

The President recognized Senator Thrasher who placed in nomination
the name of Senator Mike Haridopolos of the 26th Senatorial District.

Senator Thrasher: Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, Governor
Crist, distinguished guests, past Presidents and friends of the Har-
idopolos family that are here. Ladies and gentlemen, there have been
times in the history of our nation and our state when a leader emerges
who is so uniquely suited to confront the challenges we face that we
sense greater forces are at work. Rather than resolve to compromise or
random luck, we find purpose and meaning in the delivery of a person
who can confront and master these challenges for the benefit of all.

Today, Florida finds itself in one of those uniquely challenging times.
Our unemployment rate has hit a high not seen in generations. Florida
families are suffering as rarely before, and some of our politicians have
offered little more than platitudes to ease the pain. An entire segment of
our economy, development, has been cut to a fraction of its former size,
yet government has continued to add regulations to this beleaguered
industry. At a time when we should be focusing on better educating our
school children to compete in an ever more advanced marketplace, there
have been cries to relax education standards and return to the medioc-
rity that plagued our schools less than a generation ago. Were it not for
the presence of one man, I would be concerned that these challenges
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could overwhelm Florida and put us in a status of a minority state in
comparison to our sister states. But, because of the presence of one man,
that will not happen.

Ladies and gentlemen, that one man is Mike Haridopolos, the next
President of the Florida Senate. Mike is an accomplished leader who
understands that principle and not political gain should form our
agenda. Mike believes in personal responsibility, less government, and
the power of the free market. He believes that people, rather than bu-
reaucracies, are best suited to chart our individual paths, and much
more importantly, he doesn’t just believe in these things, he lives them
every single day. So, we can see the success that Mike has enjoyed in his
private life reflects the same principles he will apply to his public life.
Mike Haridopolos will be a great steward of the power and the respon-
sibility that he accepts today, and we in this chamber and those Flor-
idians outside will be the beneficiaries of his intellect, his self-discipline,
and his ferocious energy that he devotes to every aspect of his work.
There is no greater honor I could have today, or pleasure, than to no-
minate a leader who spans the chasm history has created for our paths.
Ladies and gentlemen, it is a high personal honor and privilege to no-
minate my friend, my leader, and the next President of the Florida
Senate, Senator Mike Haridopolos.

The President recognized Senator Flores who seconded the nomina-
tion of Senator Haridopolos.

Senator Flores: Thank you Mr. President. It is a true honor and
privilege to second the nomination of Senator Mike Haridopolos for the
position of Senate President for the 2010 - 2012 term.

I know I am not the first in this chamber to wonder, “What exactly is a
Haridopolos?” Is it an animal? A beachy island escape off the coast of a
Greek island? Or, is a Haridopolos just the type of man we need to lead
Florida in a time that will define what our Florida becomes for the next
generation? I can tell you that a Mike Haridopolos is a man that will
make us all proud to call him Senate President.

I first met Mike when he began his career in the Florida House of
Representatives. At the time, I was a Fellow for the Speaker’s office, and
was given a chance to work with the then Representative Haridopolos on
a piece of legislation relating to education funding. Now in a year that
welcomed more House freshmen than any other class combined, it may
have been a challenge to stand out amongst that large crowd, but Mike
found a way. This particular legislation proposed to allow school districts
to sell advertising space on school buses—not exactly the idea that the
establishment had in mind when they requested more funding for edu-
cation. Ultimately, the legislation did not pass, but Mike immediately
made a name for himself as someone who certainly understood the
meaning of “thinking outside the box.”

Senator Haridopolos continued to make a name for himself by co-
founding the Freedom Caucus, that group the status quo may call
stubborn elected officials who simply refuse to add to Floridians’ fi-
nancial burdens. Mike understands that throwing more funding at the
problem or issue will not solve it. The public pledge Mike has taken to
reduce the financial burden on Florida’s families should put us all at
ease that he is at the helm of the Florida Senate.

Over the years, Mike has continuously resisted the temptation to be-
come a politician or a bureaucrat. He remains loyal to the principles that
led him to public service: a desire to make positive change, to be a voice
for all Floridians, and a commitment to ensuring Florida’s future re-
mains positive and bright. We all understand that we have difficult
times ahead, but with Mike as our Senate President we can rest assured
that all of our voices will be taken into account.

I don’t think that Mike has ever really stopped campaigning since that
first election in 2000. We all know that he is an ever present face on the
Internet, his Facebook page keeps everyone informed of his latest moves,
and many of you have received a handwritten note for your birthday or
congratulating you on your latest achievement. How do you have time
for all those notes? But we also know that Mike is not necessarily
campaigning for himself. Rather he is campaigning for our state, con-
stantly seeking input on what the next big idea can be for the state of
Florida. Mike Haridopolos has to be the most accessible Senate Pre-
sident in recent history. It is that unselfish notion that it doesn’t matter
where the idea came from, as long as it is a productive one, that makes
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me proud to be a member of the Florida Senate even in these challenging
times.

Today as Mike Haridopolos takes on his latest role as leader of the
Florida Senate—under the watchful eye of his wife, Stephanie, and
children Alexis, Hayden and Reagan—we all know what a “Haridopolos”
is. A Haridopolos is a genuine leader, a doting husband, a proud father, a
good listener, an innovative thinker, a hard worker who does his
homework on issues, someone who certainly thinks outside the box, and,
most importantly, for each of us who just took our oath as Senators, Mike
Haridopolos is our Senate President, and I know that he will make us all
proud.

Thank you!

MOTION

On motion by Senator Gardiner, nominations for President were
closed.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT

The roll was called on the election of the President and each Senator
voted in the affirmative by saying “Mike Haridopolos.”

The vote was:

Yeas—38

Alexander Gaetz Oelrich
Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Bullard Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Flores Norman

Nays—None

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

On motion by Senator Siplin that a committee be appointed to escort
Senator Haridopolos and his wife, Dr. Stephanie Haridopolos, to the
rostrum of the Senate, the President appointed Senators Siplin, Bullard,
Negron, Oelrich, Altman and Ring. Senator Haridopolos was escorted to
the rostrum where the oath of office was administered by outgoing
President Atwater. Dr. Haridopolos was received by the President,
presented to the Senate and seated.

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT’S FAMILY AND GUESTS

President Atwater introduced the following members of Senator
Haridopolos’ family: his wife, Dr. Stephanie Haridopolos; his children,
Alexis, Hayden and Reagan; and his parents, Ernie and Georgia Har-
idopolos.

President Atwater presented the gavel to President Haridopolos, the
84th President of the Florida Senate since statehood.

PRESIDENT HARIDOPOLOS PRESIDING

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT

President Haridopolos:
Senate President.

Thank you, I'm honored to be your next

This is a real challenge for our entire state. Before I start my speech, I
want to say that I'm thankful to God. I'm thankful to my wife, my chil-
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dren, and my parents. My children, when taking the oath today, my
heart got heavy because that’s what it’s all about, our kids. I didn’t think
that I would get emotional today, but I saw them up here and it really
struck me just how important it is that we pass around these opportu-
nities to our kids and our grandkids. You give me an incredible honor
and opportunity. I cherish it and make sure every single day I'll go to
work for you and the entire State of Florida. This is what America is all
about.

Each one of us has a unique story of how we arrived here at the State
Capitol. We are all unified in what our goal is, to leave a legacy for the
very people in this room. Please look around. Look at our kids and
grandkids. This is what it’s all about, not just in rhetoric, but in action.
We'’ve been given an incredible gift that we can never take for granted.
Our legacy is to leave this opportunity for them. That’s why we’re here.
It’s not about the TV. It’s not about politics. It’s about people. My father
was not even born in this country. His son is sitting here today. That’s
what America is all about. I want to be a part of that.

Our legacy will be their success. Let us recognize that this legacy is in
jeopardy. It is being challenged like never before. One out of eight
Floridians is out of work. We’re facing a budget shortfall. I will say this
now and I'll say it for the next few years, we face a 2 1/2 billion dollar
shortfall. We have two options, to raise taxes or spend less. We will
spend less.

Right now, in Washington D.C., they’re not giving us much flexibility.
Today with Medicaid, we are going to ask for that flexibility. Their heavy
handed ways are not serving our state well. Regardless of what they do
in Washington D.C., this Florida Senate will lead by example. That’s
how you lead. We'll do more with less. We'll tighten our own belt and we
will not raise taxes a single dime.

As many of you know, I teach. I've been teaching at the college level
since 1993. I love what I do, it’s a gift from God. One of the things that I
teach about is the Constitution. A lot of people think that the Con-
stitution is an empowering document for government. It’s not. Those
who study the Constitution well know that the Constitution limits the
power of government over the individual. We believe in people, not
government first. When we think of the Constitution, let us think of
limited government, not one that reigns over us. We lead by example:
I'm proud to say that this Florida Senate, this Florida House, and this
government has cut its own pay over the last few years. Just this sum-
mer, right here in the Florida Senate, we realized that if we’re going to
lead, we're going to lead by example. We cut over a million dollars in our
own expenses by rightsizing the Senate, by asking people to do more
with less, which every business and family is doing right now.

To gain the trust of the people of Florida we have to have an open,
transparent government. I'm proud to call our state the Sunshine State.
I'm even more proud of, not only do we have government in the sunshine,
we now have spending in the sunshine. That’s what we need to do. It’s
not our money. It’s their money, and if we think of that every day, we’re
going to be a lot better off.

I want to make sure that everyone in this room and everyone across
the state of Florida has a voice. Every single piece of legislation in this
chamber will go through at least three committees. The public deserves
not the hyperbolic, not the politics, not rhetoric, not innuendo, but fact-
based decisions. That’s what adults do, and this is the time that calls for
adults to lead.

As legislation goes through these three committees, let me just say
this, “If your piece of legislation raises taxes, makes it easier to file a
lawsuit against a fellow Floridian, or increases red tape and bureau-
cracy, I don’t like your chances.” Some people call that rhetoric; I call
that reality. Each one of those things that I just listed—higher taxes,
more bureaucracy, more lawsuits—that stops opportunity, and that
stops job growth. Our business should be to create opportunities, jobs
and more and more opportunities for everyone.

Just think about it, our new Governor, Rick Scott, who I can’t wait to
work with, said it well. He said, “Think about it, we’re a state without an
income tax. We're a right-to-work state.” As Senator Thrasher said quite
well, “Our schools are dramatically improved.” We can do more. We can
break down those barriers to opportunities. Not just break them down,
but smash those barriers. When one out of eight Floridians is out of
work, that is unacceptable to every single person in this room. When we
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think about it, we’ve been empowered by the people of our home district.
They have lifted us up to help solve those problems. This is a time that
calls for leadership. This is a time when Republicans and Democrats
need to work together. This is a time to set politics aside, look at people
like my kids—Reagan, Alexis and Hayden—and not forget why we’re
doing this. The reason why we had the oath given with your family
members is because I want you to look into the eyes of your family
members and make that solemn pledge to them. It is that important.
You look into their eyes and you think about the votes you're making, the
dollars you're spending, and you think of them first.

I'll close with this. When we pray to God, my Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, I pray to my God for leadership. God does not simply grant us
leadership. God provides us an opportunity to lead. We have been given
and are blessed with this incredible opportunity at a trying time in our
nation. This is a test. I truly believe this, because I know every Senator
in this room. This test will be a testimony. A testimony that when
Floridians come together, not only is anything possible, but the best days
are still ahead.

In the end, as I mentioned earlier, our legacy is what we leave for our
children. My parents, and my wife’s parents, have blessed us with that
opportunity. A test that can be a testimony at the end is a testament to
what this nation, families, and we are all about as the State of Florida.
We are the land of opportunity. It is our obligation to lead the people
because they have given us their heart and soul. They want us to suc-
ceed. Senators, I can’t wait to get started today. We have an incredible
path ahead of us. Like the most amazing story ever told, the story of
America, it begins today and I am grateful. Thank you very much.

NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The President announced that nominations would be received for
President Pro Tempore of the Senate for a term of two years.

The President recognized Senator Richter who placed in nomination
the name of Senator Michael S. “Mike” Bennett of the 21st Senatorial
District.

Senator Richter: I rise to place into nomination for President Pro
Tempore our colleague from the 21st Senatorial District, Senator Mike
Bennett. It is a great honor for me to nominate Mike.

Members, Pro Tempore is a Latin phrase which, in English, best
translates to “For the time being.” I submit to you that this inter-
pretation is misleading. “For the time being” conjures up a short term
image. “For the time being” would lead one to believe that soon, it will be
different. Nothing could be more off the mark about Senator Mike
Bennett. Mike is not short term! Yes, Mike certainly can be “different,”
but in a very positive way—a way in which we would all like to be called
“different.” In this chamber and in our committee rooms, Mike always
speaks his mind. If you want to know where Mike stands on an issue, you
don’t have to beat around the bush, you don’t have to speculate, you don’t
have to guess. All you have to do is ask him. He’ll tell you. And when he
does, you can “take it to the bank.”

We all know that the number one issue, challenge and priority for
Florida is the revitalization of Florida’s economy. Said differently, “jobs!”
Well, when it comes to signing paychecks, Senator Bennett has signed
the front side of more paychecks than he has the back. He understands
businesses create jobs!

An entrepreneur is a risk taker. Entrepreneurs put their values on the
line. Entrepreneurs make commitments! Senator Bennett is an en-
trepreneurial businessman and an entrepreneurial politician. He always
was a risk taker as a young man, and he’s a risk taker today.

At 13 years old, he hitchhiked from Florida to Washington State,
that’s about the longest hitchhike you can do in this country! A few years
later, after lettering in “circus,” he became a “human cannonball” when
he was shot out of a cannon at the “Sailor Circus.” Yes, Mike Bennett
flies high. He always travels the “high road.” Senator Bennett is a risk
taker in the finest sense of the term.

He is a “patriot.” Not one tour of duty in Vietnam—not two tours of
duty in Vietnam—not three tours of duty in Vietnam—but four tours of
duty in Vietnam. He was proud to serve his country by performing air-to
sea rescue missions. Many don’t know that while he was performing air-
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to-sea rescues, he actually delivered a baby in a helicopter, not once but
twice!

A major decision that he made in his life that wasn’t risky was when
he met Dee. Ten days after meeting Dee he proposed to her and Dee
accepted! That’s when she became the risk taker! That was 44 years ago!
Senator Bennett will tell you without any reservation whatsoever, Dee is
the rock in his life. She is his foundation, his motivator, his confidant,
lover and friend. She is his compass and his passion.

Honest, loyal, thoughtful, effective, and passionate describe my tre-
mendous friend Senator Mike Bennett. Senator Bennett is committed to
his community, he is committed to our state and he is committed to our
country. He is committed to his values! Senator Bennett will fulfill his
responsibility as your President Pro Tempore by leveraging his experi-
ence, his entrepreneurial spirit, his political talent, his energy and his
unique style for the betterment of this great State of Florida.

Abraham Lincoln pretty much described Mike Bennett when he said,
“in the end, it’s not the years in your life that count, it’s the life in your
years.” Mr. President, I am proud and honored to nominate my treasured
friend, Senator Mike Bennett, for President Pro Tempore!

The President recognized Senator Smith who seconded the nomina-
tion of Senator Bennett.

Senator Smith: Thank you, Mr. President. I stand here today to
second the nomination of Dee Bennett’s husband.

Dee Bennett is a beautiful, regal, intellectual woman who was born in
Des Moines, Iowa, and matriculated college at the prestigious Drake
University where she graduated. So her husband can’t be half-bad. She
went into the noble profession of teaching, and she taught all over this
country. She taught in Huntington Beach, California. She taught school
in Iowa. She then came here and began shaping the minds and teaching
the students of Florida, shaping our future leaders of this state, so her
husband can’t be half-bad. She also, while teaching in Iowa, helped her
husband financially by supporting him through Drake University.

Later in Florida, she became an elected official, serving on the Cedar
Hammock Fire Rescue Board. Dee also volunteers in many organizations
and charities within our community. She volunteers at hospitals, soup
kitchens, homeless shelters, the Southeast Guide Dogs, the Hope Family
Center for battered women and many more. I hear she plays a mean
hand of bridge and loves to fish, so her husband can’t be half-bad.

Dee Bennett is a woman of great intellect, a woman of great com-
passion. Dee Bennett is probably dying a little bit right now, because she
is a woman of great humility. She prefers to sit in the background and
work hard with the spouses’ wives and other charities. She prefers to sit
in the background and support her husband and get her own hands dirty
while helping him and helping our state. So Dee Bennett can stay
married for forty-four years and love and support Mike Bennett. I am
proud to stand here and support Mike Bennett, and second his nomi-
nation for President Pro Tempore.

MOTION

On motion by Senator Alexander, nominations for President Pro
Tempore were closed.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The roll was called on the election of the President Pro Tempore and
each Senator voted in the affirmative by saying “Mike Bennett.”

The vote was:

Yeas—37

Mr. President Detert Garcia
Alexander Diaz de la Portilla Gardiner
Altman Dockery Hays
Benacquisto Evers Hill
Bogdanoff Fasano Jones
Bullard Flores Joyner
Dean Gaetz Latvala
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Lynn Rich Smith health care, education, government construction projects, government
Margolis Richter Sobel land purchases, and duplicate government regulations to fly in the face
Montford Ring Thrasher of common sense and financial responsibility. We allowed government
Negron Sachs Wise interference and government to grow beyond our needs. We entered an
Norman Simmons era of overreaching government, excessive permitting and wasteful
Oelrich Siplin spending. We allowed our taxpayers’ money to be spent on monuments

instead of buildings, on land purchases that made no sense, while ig-
Nays—None noring the real conservation piece next door. We voted for expensive

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

On motion by Senator Dean that a committee be appointed to escort
Senator Bennett and his wife, Dee, to the rostrum of the Senate, the
President appointed Senators Dean, Wise, Sobel, Hill and Fasano. Se-
nator Bennett was escorted to the rostrum where the oath of office was
administered by the outgoing President Pro Tempore, Senator Fasano.
Mrs. Bennett was received by the President, presented to the Senate and
seated.

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

Senator Bennett: I am so highly honored that President Har-
idopolos has provided me with the opportunity and trust to serve with
him as President Pro Tempore. Senator Richter and Senator Smith, I
want to thank you for those wonderful words. My father would have been
proud, and my mother would have actually believed them.

To the best staff any Senator could ask for, Cheryl Ennis, Jacquie
Connell, Crystal Fitzgerald and Valda Cook. They are a wonderful team
that has the dual qualifications and abilities to be both great legislative
aides and to act as adult supervisors to their Senator. For you new
members, when I am gone, my advice to you is to grab them, they will
make you look good.

I want to send out a thank you and a prayer for my good friend and
mentor, Jim King. I am proud to have known him and was fortunate to
serve with him.

I want to say thank you to the Greater Sertoma Club of Sarasota.
Sertoma is an acronym for “SERvice To MAnkind.” A group that has
always supported me and more importantly, service to others has always
been their mission.

I also want to thank every veteran of every war, who has fought to
protect what we are here to celebrate and enjoy every day—the right of
the free vote, and for all of our freedoms that so many take for granted,
and so many paid the ultimate price to protect and pass down to us. To
paraphrase Ronald Reagan: Many of us ask ourselves will or has our life
made a difference? A veteran never has to ask that question.

Dee, you and I will be married 44 years in just 10 days. You took a
gamble and married a crazy sailor, one who had never dreamed of going
to college, who never dreamed of what a wonderful life we would grow to
share. There are no words that I could ever say that would allow me to
fully express my love for you and all you have allowed us to become
because you never gave up. You truly are the wind beneath my wings.

With this team and you, my fellow Senators, I have reached a position
that my mother, father, brothers and sisters would all agree was well
beyond anything any of us ever even dreamed of. I thank you for that and
I promise not to disappoint you.

As we go forward the next two years, we are charged with an awesome
opportunity to do right for the people who elected us. This opportunity
only comes about because of challenges to our economy; the great op-
portunities in life only come about because there are great challenges.

My good friend, Senator Richter, is fond of saying that in the banking
world, bad loans are made in good times and good loans are made in bad
times. When I relate that statement to the area of legislation, I believe it
applies here also. Bad government is created in good times, and good
government and laws will be created in bad times.

When the economy was booming we did not hold back. We created
entitlement slavery for our constitutions, we expanded many social
programs because we had the money to do it. We allowed the cost of

trains and ignored the costs, all the while needing money for education.

I have observed with my own eyes where people were cited and, in
some cases, fined for trying to replace the roof on their home after a
hurricane blew it off because they did not have a permit. I recently saw
in Sarasota where they wanted to have a contest to build sand castles on
the beach and were held up because they didn’t have a permit—a permit
from the State of Florida. I think DEP has better things to do than worry
about building sand castles at the beach. When a permit to replace a
water heater costs just about as much as the water heater; a government
that takes two to three million dollars and three to four years to get a
development permit—a development permit that would create jobs—we
are far overreaching.

As we go into these next 24 months of opportunity, let us act as Se-
nators and have the courage to bring down the cost of Medicaid, but let’s
not do it by cutting reimbursements to the doctors. Let’s have the
courage to let the other providers of health care practice to the full extent
of their training.

As we try to expedite building and development and job creation, let’s
not do it by trampling on all of the environmental laws we have enacted
to protect the wonderful state we live in. Let’s do it by getting rid of
duplication, redundancy, multiple inspections, and overhead driven by
bad laws and overreaching government agencies.

As we try to continue to improve education and still bring down costs,
let’s not do it on the backs of our teachers. Let’s do it by reining in
construction costs, out of control engineering, and architect fees that are
mandated. Let’s bring down the costs by getting rid of purchasing re-
quirements that force our schools to buy new books, whether they want
or need them or not.

Allow the teachers to teach, set up rules where teachers can control
the classrooms and students, instead of the other way around. We look to
bring control to our social programs, but are afraid to attack the real
problems brought about by those who want to replace parenting with
Ritalin and video games. There are those who believe the land of op-
portunity should be the land of handout. We cannot solve these problems
if we are always worried about saying something that someone will claim
was not politically correct.

Let us work on the illegal immigration problem, not by racial profiling,
but by common sense applications that allow us to throw out the crim-
inal element, but keep those who want to assimilate, who want to work,
learn English, educate their children and become productive citizens.
Let us be careful and mindful that we don’t throw out the productive
along with the unproductive.

Let’s solve the pension problem not by taking away what has been
earned, but change it for the future as we look to manage responsibly.
Let’s look at cutting property taxes in a way that doesn’t kill local gov-
ernment. Let’s look at the surplus lands that the state owns. Can we give
it or sell it to private companies that would use it to create jobs and get
that property back on the tax rolls which would help our local govern-
ments?

Let us stay focused on all of the people of the State of Florida, stay
focused on jobs and economy and avoid the temptation to stray into areas
of our individual social agendas. We must support an agenda of common
sense. We cannot operate if we are worried about criticism; we cannot
solve the problems in Florida if we are worried about the next election or
campaign contribution.

We can only show the people of the State of Florida that they elected
the right people to serve them if we are truly willing to serve. I know as
do you, that we don’t have all the answers. In fact, sometimes I think the
only people with all the answers are busy writing editorials. We have an
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economy that has been knocked down but not out. All over the world, we
read of protests and riots because governments everywhere are trying to
correct for their over generous social subsidies and now they have to take
them back.

Yes, we have problems and yes, we have needs, and we have perceived
loyalties to those who gave us campaign contributions. We have per-
ceived loyalties to our parties, and perceived loyalties to lobbyists. But
the only ones we truly owe and should be loyal to is ourselves. You must
know at the end of the day you had the courage to do the right thing, you
had the courage to say no, the courage to fight for the people of the great
State of Florida.

When the President and I talked about this position, I looked up the
Latin meaning of pro tem. Loosely interpreted, it means for a moment in
time or a short time. We are only Senators for a short time; let’s make
the best of it.

CERTIFICATE RECEIVED

By direction of the President, the Secretary read a certificate from the
Minority (Democratic) Party certifying the name of Senator Nan H. Rich
as Minority Leader and Senator Arthenia L. Joyner as the Minority
Leader Pro Tempore for the 2010-2012 term.

COMMITTEE RECEIVED

A committee from the House of Representatives composed of Re-
presentatives Grimsley, Porter, Brandes, Ahern, Pilon, Harrell, Julien
and Perman was received and informed the Senate that the House of
Representatives was convened for the purpose of organization. The
committee then withdrew from the chamber.

ELECTION OF SECRETARY

The President announced that nominations would be received for
Secretary of the Senate for a term of two years and recognized Senator
Jones who placed in nomination the name of Robert Philip Twogood.

Senator Jones: Thank you, Mr. President. Senators, it gives me a
great pleasure to nominate Secretary Robert Philip Twogood to return as
our Secretary of the Florida Senate for the 2010-2012 term. I have
known and worked with Phil for 19 years. In the beginning, we were in
the House Minority together. He came over to the Senate before I did,
but I was glad to have him here when I arrived in 2002. Phil was always
available to answer questions, provide valuable information and to be a
friend. Phil and his dedicated staff serve the entire Senate and do a
wonderful job. During session, theyre here early, and they stay late. I
move that Dr. Twogood be elected by acclimation by the membership of
the Senate.

By unanimous consent of the membership, Robert Philip Twogood was
elected Secretary of the Senate for the 2010-2012 term.

COMMITTEE APPOINTED

On motion by Senator Detert that a committee be appointed to notify
the House of Representatives that the Senate was convened for the
purpose of organization, the President appointed Senators Detert, Lynn,
Storms, Joyner and Dockery. The committee was excused.

COMMITTEE DISCHARGED

The committee appointed to notify the House of Representatives ap-
peared at the bar of the Senate and reported to the President that its
duty had been performed. The committee was thanked for its service and
discharged.

ADOPTION OF RULES

On motion by Senator Thrasher, the Rules, as printed and distributed
to each Senator were adopted to govern the Senate for the ensuing two
years.
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On motion by Senator Thrasher, the Secretary was authorized to
make any technical and conforming changes to the 2010-2012 Senate
Rules that may be necessary.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES AND FULL TEXT
OF SENATE RULES AS ADOPTED

[See Page 11]
DOCUMENT title—Technical changes.
PART ONE title—Technical changes.

Rule 1.1—Election of the President, President Pro Tempore,
President Designate, President Pro Tempore Designate, Minor-
ity Leader, and Minority Leader Pro Tempore; designation of
Majority Leader

Removes restriction that the designation of a President Designate and
a President Pro Tempore Designate shall be made in a caucus during a
regular session. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 1.2—The President calls the Senate to order

Clarifies that the President may “informally” recess the Senate for as
long as thirty (30) minutes. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 1.4—The President’s authority and signature; questions
of order; travel

Technical changes.

Rule 1.5—The President’s appointment to committees (amen-
ded summary line)

Technical changes.

Rule 1.7—The President’s absence from the chair; duties of
President Pro Tempore

Provides that a vacancy in the office of the President shall be filled
within seven (7) days during a legislative session or within thirty (30)
days if the Senate is not in session. If the President has designated a
Senator to assume the duties of the chair, that Senator must convene the
Senate for the purpose of electing a new presiding officer. If no desig-
nation is made, the President Pro Tempore is responsible for convening
the Senate. The President’s designee under this Rule is to be of the
President’s party, a change from the requirement that the designee be of
the Majority Party. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 1.8—Election of the Senate Secretary (amended summary
line)

Provides for filling a vacancy in the Secretary of the Senate’s position
by allowing the President to appoint someone to perform the duties of
the office until the Senate votes to fill the vacancy. Also makes technical
changes.

Rule 1.10—Duties of the Secretary generally; keeps Journal

Requires that the Secretary make the Senate Journal available in-
stead of requiring that the Journal be distributed. Also makes technical
changes.

Rule 1.11—The Secretary prepares daily calendar (amended
summary line)

Requires that the Secretary make the Senate daily calendar available
instead of requiring that it be distributed. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 1.12—The Secretary reads papers; calls roll; records votes
(amended summary line)

Technical changes.

Rule 1.13—The Secretary attests to warrants, subpoenas, and
the passage of all measures (amended summary line)

Technical changes to summary line.
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Rule 1.14—The Secretary prepares forms (amended summary
line)

Deletes “printed” from the language requiring the Secretary to pre-
pare all forms, thus recognizing the move toward electronic forms.

Rule 1.15—The Secretary examines legal form of bills for in-
troduction (amended summary line)

Technical changes to summary line.

Rule 1.16—The Secretary indexes bills (amended summary
line)

Technical changes to summary line.

Rule 1.17—The Secretary transmits bills to the House of Re-
presentatives (amended summary line)

Technical changes to summary line.

Rule 1.18—The Secretary receives and delivers for reading
messages from the House of Representatives; summaries of
House amendments to Senate bills (amended summary line)

Clarifies that all reports involving House messages referred to com-
mittee are “made available” to the full Senate, instead of “given” to each
Senator. Provides that when the President refers to committee certain
messages from the House of Representatives, all committee reports are
returned to the Senate. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 1.20—Attendance and voting

Requires that all Senators arrive for each daily session “prepared to
discuss that day’s scheduled Senate business.”

Rule 1.21—Excused absence

Clarifies that only an excused absence from a session of the Senate is
recorded in the Journal. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 1.22—Senate papers left with Secretary
Technical changes.

Rule 1.23—Senators deemed present unless excused (amended
summary line)

Technical changes.

Rule 1.25—Facilities for Senators (amended summary line)
Technical changes to summary line.

Rule 1.27—Transition from office

Repeals this Rule providing for a transition period when a Senator’s
term has expired.

PART THREE title—Technical changes.

Rule 1.28—Dismissal of employees; services of spouse
Technical and conforming changes.

Rule 1.29—Employees forbidden to lobby

Replaces “measure” with the broader term “matter” in regard to re-
strictions against Senate employees lobbying for passage or considera-
tion of legislative issues.

Rule 1.30—Duties and hours

Clarifies that Senate employees perform duties required of them by
Senate “policy” instead of “custom.”

Rule 1.33—Repealed

Removes the reference to a previously repealed Rule.
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Rule 1.361—Solicitation or acceptance of contributions; regis-
tration and disclosure requirements

Technical changes.

Rule 1.37—Conflicting employment
Technical changes.

Rule 1.38—Undue influence

Replaces “matter” with “issue” so the meaning of this Rule is not al-
tered by the new definition of “matter” contained in Rule 11.6. Also
makes technical changes.

Rule 1.39—Disclosure and disqualification

Expands the application of this Rule by removing the word “measure”
and replacing “bill” with “matter.” Also makes technical changes.

Rule 1.40—Senate employees and conflicts
Conforming changes.

Rule 1.41—Advisory opinions

Technical changes.

Rule 1.42—Violations; investigations, penalties

Reorders the language in this Rule in order to provide for a more
logical sequence. Also makes technical and conforming changes.

Rule 1.43—Open meetings
Technical changes.
Rule 1.44—Notice required for certain meetings

Requires that notices received by the Secretary under this Rule shall
be made available instead of posted in the corridor leading to the Senate
Chamber. Also makes technical and conforming changes.

Rule 1.441—Constitutional requirements concerning open
meetings

Technical changes.
Rule 1.443—Reapportionment information
Technical changes.

Rule 1.444—Legislative records; maintenance, control, de-
struction, disposal, and disposition

Technical and conforming changes.
Rule 1.45—Violations of Rules on open meetings and notice
Technical changes.

Rule 2.1—Standing committees; standing subcommittees; se-
lect subcommittees (amended summary line)f

Removes references to policy and steering committees and provides
the list of standing committees and subcommittees. In subsection (3),
allows the President to extend the existence of a select subcommittee.
Also makes conforming changes.

Rule 2.2—Powers and responsibilities of committees

Authorizes committees to complete interim “work” assignments by the
President rather than only interim “projects.”

Rule 2.3—Committee reports

Clarifies that the session summary information provided by commit-
tees is for bills that have passed both houses. Also makes technical
changes.



Rule 2.5—Committee utilization of federal funds
Technical changes.
Rule 2.6—Notice of committee meetings

Requires that committee notices be made available in the corridor
leading to the Senate Chamber rather than be posted in that corridor.
Also makes technical changes.

Rule 2.7—Bills recommitted

Allows the President to return a bill to a committee or subcommittee if
the bill is reported out but not properly noticed. Also makes technical
changes.

Rule 2.9—Committee meetings; committee meetings after fif-
tieth (50th) day

Removes the requirement that committee meetings be scheduled so as
not to conflict with other committee meetings. Adds select committees to
list of committees required to conduct their public business as ex-
peditiously as possible and proper. Makes changes to conform to the new
committee structure.

Rule 2.10—When, where committees meet

Requires that committee schedules be made available in the corridor
leading to the Senate Chamber rather than be posted in that corridor.
Also makes technical changes and changes to conform to the new com-
mittee structure.

Rule 2.11—Attendance by introducer of bill

Replaces “representative” with “designee,” consistent with changes
throughout the Rules to use the term “Representative” only when re-
ferring to a member of the House of Representatives.

Rule 2.12—Order of business

Technical changes.

Rule 2.13—Open meetings

Technical changes.

Rule 2.14—Repealed

Removes the reference to a previously repealed Rule.

Rule 2.15—Standing committee in deliberation; reports

Due to the new definition of “matter,” clarifies that two (2) members of
a committee may request a recorded vote on any motion. Also makes
technical and conforming changes.

Rule 2.16—Standing subcommittee in deliberation; reports

Provides that committee substitutes and other favorable reports by
standing subcommittees will have the status of committee substitutes
and favorable reports by a full standing committee when they are re-
ported to the full committee or withdrawn from the full committee. Re-
places “measures” with “matters” in regard to what may be reported by a
subcommittee. Changes the requirement from a two-thirds (2/3) vote to a
majority vote of a full committee in order for the committee to hear
additional testimony on a bill reported by a subcommittee. Also makes
technical and conforming changes.

Rule 2.17—Quorum of committee
Changes “bill or resolution” to “matter,” thus extending to appoint-
ments what can be recommitted to a committee when an action is taken

without the presence of a quorum. Also makes technical and conforming
changes.

Rule 2.18—Repealed
Removes the reference to a previously repealed Rule.

Rule 2.19—Conference committee in deliberation; reports
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Clarifies that conference committees may meet at any time as long as
they are properly noticed. Sets the notice requirement for conference
committee meetings and other specified conference-related meetings at
one (1) hour throughout all regular and special sessions (instead of two
(2) hours for the first fifty days). Also makes technical and conforming
changes.

Rule 2.20—Appointment of chair and vice chair

Removes language stating that the appointment of a chair and vice
chair shall be prior to the regular session of an odd numbered year.

Rule 2.21—Chair’s calling of committee to order (amended
summary line)

Technical changes.
Rule 2.22—Chair’s control

Removes unnecessary language because the language already in-
cludes anyone who is currently in the role of the chair.

Rule 2.23—Chair’s authority; appeals

Technical changes.

Rule 2.25—Temporary alternate to chair
Reworded for clarity. No substantive change.

Rule 2.27—Members’ attendance, voting, proxy

Allows the President to designate either the President Pro Tempore or
the Majority Leader to vote in any committee. The President must
provide a specific notification to the chair of any affected committee and
the Secretary. The designee shall not count for quorum purposes unless
otherwise stated by the President in the notification. Also makes tech-
nical and conforming changes.

Rule 2.28—Taking the vote

Changes “measure” to “matter” thus clarifying that a vote on an ap-
pointment or an amendment shall not be valid if it is received after a
committee roll call and it would alter the result of the vote. Also makes
technical and clarifying changes.

Rule 2.29—Pair voting prohibited (amended summary line)
Technical changes.

Rule 2.31—Explanation of vote

Technical changes.

Rule 2.32—Motions; how made, withdrawn

Technical changes.

Rule 2.33—Motions; precedence

Removes “postpone to a day certain” from the list of motions available
in committee. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 2.34—Division of question

Clarifies that a request for a division of the question is by motion. Also
makes technical changes.

Rule 2.35—Reconsideration generally

Specifies that a motion to reconsider a measure or appointment may
be made prior to or pending a motion to rise. Also makes technical
changes.

Rule 2.39—Amendments, proposed committee substitutes, and
proposed committee bills; form, notice, manner of consideration

Clarifies that in committee an amendment to a late-filed main
amendment is timely filed when filed before the two-hour deadline. Also
makes technical and other clarifying changes.
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Rule 2.40—Sequence of amendments to amendments

Specifies that a substitute amendment for an amendment to an
amendment or a substitute amendment for an amendment to a sub-
stitute is now out of order.

Rule 2.41—Deleting everything after enacting clause
Makes a change to be consistent with the new definition of “matter.”
Rule 2.42—Amendment by section

Technical changes.

Rule 2.44—Amendments by another committee
Technical clarifying language.

Rule 2.45—Decorum and debate

Technical changes.

Rule 2.46—Chair’s power to recognize

Technical changes.

Rule 2.50—Limitation on debate

By changing “measure” to “matter,” clarifies that a motion to limit
debate may be applied to consideration of amendments and appoint-
ments. Permits members of a committee by majority vote to extend the
time of debate once that time has been limited.

Rule 2.52—Questioning decision not to abstain

Repeals this Rule providing for when a point of order may be raised
regarding the decision of a member not to abstain from voting on account
of a conflict of interest.

Rule 3.2—Bills for introduction

Technical changes.

Rule 3.3—Form of local bills

Technical changes.

Rule 3.6—Form of resolutions; Senate and concurrent
Technical changes.

Rule 3.7—Bill filing deadline during regular session; bill filing
between regular sessions

Exempts appropriations conforming bills and committee bills from the
bill filing deadline. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 3.8—Filed bills; consideration between regular sessions

Provides that the Secretary “make available” certain documents con-
sistent with promoting electronic document distribution. Makes other
technical and clarifying changes.

Rule 3.9—Copies of bills
Technical and conforming changes.
Rule 3.12—Introducers of bills; introducers no longer Senators

Provides that Senators who will not be Senators at the next regular
session may not file bills for that session. Provides that once a Senator is
no longer in office, that Senator’s bills are automatically withdrawn from
further consideration unless a bill co-sponsor agrees to become the in-
troducer within seven (7) days. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 3.13—Fiscal notes
Technical and conforming changes.

Rule 4.1—Sessions of the Senate
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Technical and conforming changes.
Rule 4.3—Daily Order of Business

Specifies that Messages from the House of Representatives may be
taken up at a time as directed by the President. Also makes technical
changes.

Rule 4.4—Committee of the Whole
Technical changes.
Rule 4.5—Conference committee report

Clarifies that a conference report is read only once during the exten-
sion of a regular session.

Rule 4.6—Reference generally

Adds appropriations conforming bills to the categories of bills that
may be introduced by the Budget Committee and placed on calendar
without reference. Allows the chair of a committee to retrieve a bill from
a subcommittee if the committee chair had referred the bill to the sub-
committee. Clarifies that the Rules Committee reviews, but does not
analyze, local bills as part of the referencing process. Also makes tech-
nical and conforming changes.

Rule 4.7—Reference to more than one committee; effect

Provides that the President’s reference review is not triggered by a
subcommittee’s committee substitute or adoption of substantive
amendment unless the bill is withdrawn from the full standing com-
mittee. Also makes technical and conforming changes.

Rule 4.8—Review and reference of bills affecting appropria-
tions, revenue, retirement, or county or municipal spending
(amended summary line)

Conforming changes.
Rule 4.81—Claim bills

Increases by two (2) days the time available for a newly elected Se-
nator to file a claim bill. Clarifies that a Senator elected during a special
general election has the same window of filing opportunity as a Senator
elected in a general election. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 4.9—Reference of resolutions

Consistent with existing language regarding concurrent resolutions,
specifies that a joint resolution setting an effective date for a bill passed
over the Governor’s veto may be considered on motion and introduced
without reference. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 4.10—Reference to different committee or removal

Alters the bill withdrawal process to insert the Rules Chair and re-
move policy and steering committee chairs from the process.

Rule 4.13—Reading of concurrent resolutions and memorials

Specifies that each reading of a concurrent resolution or a memorial is
by title only. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 4.14—Reading of Senate resolutions

Specifies that each reading of a Senate resolution is by title only.
Rule 4.16—Consideration out of regular order

Technical changes.

Rule 4.17—Special Order Calendar; Consent Calendar

Specifies that Calendar Group is responsible for submitting the Spe-
cial Order Calendar. Identifies the membership of the Group. Deletes
the involvement of policy and steering committees in the Special Order
Calendar process. Clarifies that the actual sequence order of the bills on
the Special Order Calendar is set by the President. Also makes technical
changes.
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Rule 4.18—Local Bill Calendar

Permits a member of a local legislative delegation to remove a bill
from the Local Bill Calendar if the bill addresses that delegation’s
county. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 4.19—Order after second (2nd) reading
Technical changes.

Rule 4.20—Enrolling

Technical changes.

Rule 4.21—Veto messages

Technical changes.

Rule 5.1—Taking the yeas and nays

Replaces “machine” with “board” in statements used by the President
when Senators are voting electronically. Also makes technical and
clarifying changes.

Rule 5.2—Change of vote

Replaces “measure” with “matter” in regard to the process of providing
a vote after roll call. Authorizes the Secretary to accept and publish in
the Journal “an indication of vote preference” from a Senator who was
not present during a daily session or who was present but did not provide
a vote after roll call by the close of business that day. Specifies when “an
indication of vote preference” may not be accepted by the Secretary.

Rule 5.4—Pairing

Clarifies that a pair vote is permitted for a “matter” and not only for a
bill. Clarifies that the pair vote must be announced prior to the vote. Also
makes conforming changes.

Rule 6.2—Motions; precedence

Adds the motion to “recess to a later day” to the list of floor motions.
Also makes technical changes.

Rule 6.3—Division of question
Clarifies that a request for a division of the question is by motion.
Rule 6.4—Reconsideration generally

Specifies that a floor motion to reconsider may be made “prior to or
pending a motion to recess to a later day or adjourn.”

Rule 6.6—Reconsideration; debate
Technical changes.
Rule 6.10—Committee substitute; withdrawn

This new Rule allows a committee substitute to be withdrawn from
further consideration with unanimous consent of the Senate.

Rule 7.1—General form; notice; manner of consideration
Makes technical changes and changes to clarify existing language.
Rule 7.2—Adoption

Clarifies that on third (3rd) reading, substitute amendments and
amendments to the substitute also require a two-thirds (2/3) vote for
adoption.

Rule 7.3—Sequence of amendments to amendments

Specifies that a substitute amendment for an amendment to an
amendment or a substitute amendment for an amendment to a sub-
stitute is now out of order on the floor of the Senate. This is consistent
with the change made in committee Rules.

Rule 7.4—Deleting everything after enacting clause
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Replaces “matter” with “language” as part of the overall effort to re-
place “matter” when it is not used in the context of its new definition.
Rule 7.7—Senate amendments to House bills
Technical changes.
Rule 8.1—Decorum and debate

Changes “deliver” to “present” to conform to a change made in com-
mittee Rules. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 8.2—Presiding officer’s power of recognition
Conforms to a change made in committee Rules.
Rule 8.6—Limitation on debate

Changes “measure” to “matter” to be consistent with committee Rule
changes involving what debate is subject to limitation.

Rule 8.11—Questions of privilege

Removes a limitation on being recognized for a question of privilege in
order to be consistent with Rule 8.3. Also makes technical and con-
forming changes.

Rule 9.35—Contributions during sessions
Technical changes.

Rule 9.4—Advisory opinions

Technical changes.

Rule 9.5—Compilation of opinions

Technical changes.

Rule 9.6—Violations; investigations, penalties
Technical changes.

Rule 9.8—Lobbyist expenditures and compensation
Technical changes.

Rule 10.1—Persons entitled to admission
Technical changes.

Rule 10.3—Admission of press by President
Conforming changes.

Rule 11.2—Waiver and suspension of Rules
Technical changes.

Rule 11.3—Changes in Rules

Technical changes.

Rule 11.6—General

Defines “matter” to include bills (measures), amendments, appoint-
ments, and suspensions.

Rule 12.2—Executive session; purpose
Technical changes.
Rule 12.7—Procedure

Conforms this Rule to the creation of a Subcommittee on Ethics and
Elections in Rule 2.1. Also makes technical changes.

Rule 12.10—Issuance of subpoenas and process

Technical and conforming changes.
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Rule 13.1—Applicability of Senate Rules

Clarifies that the Rules in effect during special sessions are the cur-
rent Senate Rules.

Rule 13.3—Committee meetings; schedule, notice

Permits a special session committee meeting to begin earlier than two
(2) hours after the convening of the session if the meeting is noticed by
5:00 p.m. of the day before the meeting. Conforms this Rule to other
changes made in regular session committee notice requirements. Also
makes technical changes.

Rule 13.4—Delivery for introduction
Technical changes.

Rule 13.6—Conference committee reports
Conforms this Rule to changes made in Rule 2.19.
Rule 13.8—Special Order Calendar

Specifies that the Calendar Group, as also provided for in Rule 4.17, is
responsible for submitting a Special Order Calendar during a special
session.

Rule 14.1—Seal and insignia

Technical changes.

SENATE RULES OF-THE-SENATE

RULE ONE

OFFICERS, SENATORS, EMPLOYEES, AND ETHICS
PART ONE—SENATE OFFICERS OF-THE-SENATE

1.1—Election of the President, President Pro Tempore, President
Designate, President Pro Tempore Designate, Minority Leader,
and Minority Leader Pro Tempore; designation of Majority
Leader

A President and a President Pro Tempore ef-the—Senate shall be
elected for a term of two (2) years at the organization session preceding
the regular session of each odd-numbered year. They shall take an oath
to support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of
the State of Florida, and for the true and faithful discharge of the duties
of office. At-aregularsession The Majority Party may, by caucus called
by the President, elect a President Designate and a President Pro
Tempore Designate, and their names shall be certified to the Secretary
of-the-Senate. The President may designate a Majority Leader whose
name shall be certified to the Secretary ef-the—Senate. The Minority
Party may, by caucus, elect a Minority Leader and a Minority Leader Pro
Tempore, and their names shall be certified to the Secretary ef-the
Sensate at the organization session. All elected officers are to hold office
until their successors are chosen and qualified or until the expiration of
their term, whichever shall first occur.

1.2—The President calls the Senate to order

The President shall call the Senate to order at the hour provided by
these Rules or at the hour established by the Senate at the last session.
A quorum being present On-the-appearanece-of-a—guorum, the President
shall direct eause the Senate to proceed with the Daily Order of Busi-
ness. The President may informally recess the Senate for periods of time
not to exceed thirty (30) minutes.

1.3—The President’s control of Chamber, corridors, and rooms

The President shall preserve order and decorum and shall have gen-
eral control of the Chamber, corridors, passages, and rooms of the Senate
whether in the Capitol or elsewhere. If there is a disturbance, the Pre-
sident may order the area cleared.
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1.4—The President’s authority and signature; questions of order;
travel

(1) The President shall sign all acts, joint resolutions, resolutions,
and memorials. No writ, warrant, subpoena, contract binding the Sen-
ate, authorization for payment, or other papers shall issue without the
signature of the President. The President may delegate signing au-
thority for the authorization of payments. The President shall approve
vouchers.

(2) The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an
appeal by any Senator.

(3) As necessary, the President is authorized to incur travel and per
diem expenses for the next session of the Legislature. The President
shall have the power to assign duties and sign requisitions pertaining to
legislative expenses incurred in transacting Senate the business ef-the
Senate as authorized. The President shall have responsibility for Senate
the property efthe-Senate and may delegate specific duties or authority
pertaining thereto.

(4)3) The President may authorize counsel to initiate, defend, in-
tervene in, or otherwise participate in any suit on behalf of the Senate, a
Senate committee ef-the—Senate, a Senator member—of-the—Senate
(whether in the legal capacity of Senator or taxpayer), a former Senator
member-of the-Senate, or a Senate an officer or employee ef-the-Senate
when such suit is determined by the President to be of significant in-
terest to the Senate and when it is determined by the President that the
interests of the Senate would not otherwise be adequately represented.
Expenses incurred for legal services in such proceedings may be paid
upon approval of the President.

1.5—The President’s appointment to ef committees

(1) The President shall appoint members to all standing committees,
standing subcommittees, and select committees. The President shall
also appoint;—and the Senate members of conference committees, joint
committees, and joint select committees.

(2) Any member removed from a committee without his or her con-
sent shall have the right to appeal such removal to the Rules Committee
ortrtes,

1.6—The President’s vote

The President shall not be required to vote in legislative proceedings.
In all yea and nay votes, the President’s name shall be called last.

1.7—The President’s absence from the chair; duties of President
Pro Tempore

(1) The President may name any Senator to perform the duties of the
chair.

(2) If for any reason the President is absent and fails to name a
Senator, the President Pro Tempore shall assume the duties of the chair.

(3) If the President resigns, he or she may, prior to resignation,
designate a member of his or her party to assume the duties of the chair
until a permanent successor is elected.

(4)3) In the event the chair is vacated permanently, nothing herein
shall preclude the Senate from electing designating a presiding officer. If
the chair is vacated permanently during a session of the Legislature, a
new presiding officer must be elected within seven (7) days of the va-
cancy. If the chair is vacated permanently while the Legislature is not in
session, the President’s designee shall convene the Senate no later than
thirty (30) days after the vacancy for the purpose of electing a new
presiding officer. The election shall be the Senate’s first order of busi-
ness. In the event that a designation is not made pursuant to subsection
(3) of this Rule, the President Pro Tempore shall assume the duties of
the designee in convening the Senate to elect a new presiding officer.
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1.8—Election of the Senate Secretary ef-the-Senate

(1) The Senate shall elect a Secretary to serve at its pleasure. A staff
of assistants shall be employed to regularly transact such business as
required by law, as required by Senate Rules ef-the-Senate, or as as-
signed by the President. The Secretary shall take an oath to support the
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of
Florida, and for the true and faithful discharge of the duties of office.

(2) The Secretary shall be under the supervision of the President ef
the-Senate, who may assign additional duties to the Secretary. In the
event of a vacancy in the position of Secretary, the President may ap-
point someone to perform the duties of the office until the Senate, by its
vote, fills the vacancy.

(38) The Secretary shall be the Senate enrolling and engrossing clerk
of the-Senate and may designate an assistant enrolling and engrossing
clerk.

1.9—Duties of the Secretary at organization session

In the absence of the President and the President Pro Tempore of the
preceding session, the Secretary shall, at the organization session of the
Legislature, call the Senate to order. Pending the election of a President
or a President Pro Tempore, the Secretary shall preserve order and
decorum, and decide all questions of order subject to appeal by any Se-
nator. The duties prescribed by this section may be delegated by the
Secretary to any Senator.

1.10—Duties of the Secretary generally; keeps Journal

The Secretary shall keep a correct daily Journal of Senate the pro-
ceedings efthe-Senate. The Senate Journal shall be numbered serially
from the first (1st) day of each session of the Legislature and shall be
made available distributed by the Secretary for the information of the
Legislature and the public. The Secretary shall superintend the en-
grossing, enrolling, and transmitting of bills, resolutions, and memor-
ials. The Secretary shall not permit any records or papers belonging to
the Senate to be removed from the custody of the Secretary other than in
the regular course of business and with proper receipt. The Secretary
shall keep a separate Journal of the proceedings of the executive ses-
sions of the Senate.

1.11—The Secretary prepares daily calendar

(1) The Secretary shall prepare a daily calendar that shall set forth:

(a) The order of business;

(b) The committee report on each bill, i.e., whether favorable,
favorable with committee amendments, or favorable with
committee substitute;

(¢) The status of each bill, i.e., whether on second (2nd) or third
(3rd) reading;

(d) Notices of committee meetings; and

(e) Notices of meetings required pursuant to Rule 1.44.

(2) The Secretary shall make available distribute the daily calendar
for the information of the Legislature and the public.

1.12—The Secretary reads papers; calls roll; records votes

The Secretary shall have read to the Senate all papers ordered to be
read; note responses of Senators when the roll is called to determine the
presence of a quorum; call the roll and record the votes nete-the-answers
of Senators when a question is taken by yeas and nays; and assist, under
the direction of the President, in taking the count when any Senate vote
of the-Senate is taken by a show of hands or otherwise.

1.13—The Secretary attests to warrants, and subpoenas, and the
passage of all measures;eertifies-passage

The Secretary shall attest to all writs, warrants, and subpoenas issued
by order of the Senate and shall attest to the passage of all bills, re-
solutions, and memorials.

1.14—The Secretary prepares printed forms
The Secretary shall prepare the-eepyfor all printed forms used by the
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1.15—The Secretary examines legal form of bills for introduction

The Secretary shall examine bills on their tender for introduction, but
prior to their receiving a number, he or she shall determine whether they
meet the requirements of law and of these Rules. The Secretary shall
direct the attention of the introducer to apparent defects, but the in-
troducer shall be exclusively responsible for the constitutional and legal
correctness of the bill.

1.16—The Secretary indexes bills

The Secretary shall maintain a numerical index of bills and a cumu-
lative index by introducers.

1.17—The Secretary transmits bills to the House of Re-
presentatives

The Secretary shall transmit all bills, joint resolutions, concurrent
resolutions, and appropriate memorials to the House of Representatives
without delay. Each measure shall be accompanied by a message stating
the title to the measure being transmitted and requesting the con-
currence of the House.

1.18—The Secretary receives and delivers for reading messages
from the House of Representatives; summaries of House
amendments to Senate bills

(1) The Secretary shall receive all messages from the House of Re-
presentatives and shall be responsible for their security. The Secretary
shall have them available for reading to the Senate during the appro-
priate order of business. All messages reflecting House amendments to
Senate bills shall be promptly delivered to the appropriate committees
for research and summary. Special notice of the summaries shall be
made available given to each Senator.

(2) The Secretary shall advise the President when a House amend-
ment to a Senate bill substantially changes or materially alters the bill
as passed by the Senate. The President may refer such bill and House
amendments to an appropriate committee or committees for hearing and
further report to the Senate. Upon such reference by the President,
committee or committees of reference shall meet on a date and at a time
set by the President and shall make a report as defined in Rule 2.15.
Faverable Committee reports and accompanying measures shall be
placed on the calendar.

PART TWO—SENATORS
1.20—Attendance and voting

(1) Unless excused for just cause or necessarily prevented, every
Senator shall be within the Senate Chamber during its sessions and in
attendance at all assigned committee meetings.

(2) A Senator who is in the Chamber or in a committee meeting shall
vote on each question. However, a Senator may abstain from voting if, in
the Senator’s judgment, a vote on a question would constitute a conflict
of interest as defined in section 112.312(8), Florida Statutes. A Senator
who abstains from voting shall file the disclosure required by Rule 1.39.

(3) All Senators shall arrive for each daily session prepared to dis-
cuss that day’s scheduled Senate business.

1.21—Excused absence

The President may excuse a any Senator from attending a session of
attendaneein the Senate or any meetings of Senate and-its committees
for any stated period. An ;and-the excused absence from a session of the
Senate shall be noted in the Journal.

1.22—Senate papers left with Secretary

A Senator necessarily absent from a session of the Senate or its
committees and having in his or her possession papers relating to Senate
the business of-the-Senate shall leave such papers with the Secretary
before leaving the Capitol.
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1.23—Senators Members deemed present unless excused

A Senator who answers the quorum roll call at the opening of a session
or who enters after such roll call and announces his or her presence to
the Senate shall thereafter be considered present unless excused by
leave-of absenee-is-obtained-from the President.

1.24—Contested seat

If a seat in the Senate is contested, notice stating the grounds of such
contest shall be given by the contestant to the Senate prior to the day of
the organization session of the Legislature; and the contest shall be
determined by majority vote as soon as reasonably possible. The Pre-
sident shall appoint a Credentials Committee to be composed of not more
than ten (10) members who shall consider the question and report their
recommendations to the President, who shall inform the Senate.

1.25—Facilities for Senators members

Each Senator shall be entitled to facilities and expenses that are ne-
cessary and expedient to the fulfillment of the duties of the office, the
location and sufficiency of which shall be determined by the President.

1.26—Nonlegislative activities

No Senator shall accept appointments to nonlegislative committees,
commissions, or task forces without prior approval of the President if
travel and per diem expenses are to be taken from Senate funds.

1.27—Repealed Fransition-froem-office

PART THREE—SENATE EMPLOYEES OF THE-SENATE
1.28—Dismissal of employees; services of spouse

The President shall resolve disputes involving the competency or
decorum of a Senate employee, and may terminate the services of an
employee. At the President’s discretion, the issue matter may be referred
to the Rules Committee enRules for its recommendation. The pay of an
employee so terminated shall stop on the termination date. A Senator’s
spouse or immediate relatives may serve in any authorized position,
however, they shall not receive compensation for services performed.

1.29—Employees forbidden to lobby

No employee of the Senate shall directly or indirectly interest or
concern himself or herself with the passage or consideration of any
matter measure whatsoever. Violation of this Rule by an employee shall
be grounds for summary dismissal. This Rule shall not preclude the
performance of duties that may be properly delegated to a Senator’s
legislative assistant.

1.30—Duties and hours

Employees shall perform the duties assigned to them by the President
and required of them by Rule and policy euastem of the Senate. When the
Senate is in session, employees shall remain on duty as required. When
the Senate is not in session, permanent staff of the Senate shall observe
the hours of employment set by the President. Part-time employees and
Senators’ district staff shall observe hours that are prescribed by their
department heads.

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 13

1.31—Absence without permission

If employees are absent without prior permission except for just cause,
their employment shall be terminated or their compensation forfeited for
the period of absence as determined by the President.

1.32—Political activity

Senate employees shall be regulated concerning their political activity
pursuant to section 110.233, Florida Statutes.

1-33—Repealed
PART FOUR—LEGISLATIVE CONDUCT AND ETHICS

1.35—Legislative conduct

Every Senator shall conduct himself or herself to justify the confidence
placed in him or her by the people and, by personal example and ad-
monition to colleagues, shall maintain the integrity and responsibility of
his or her office.

1.36—Improper influence

A Senator shall not accept anything that will improperly influence his
or her official act, decision, or vote.

1.361—Solicitation or acceptance of contributions; registration
and disclosure requirements

(1) During any regular legislative session, extended session, or spe-
cial session, a Senator may not directly or indirectly solicit, cause to be
solicited, or accept any contribution on behalf of either the Senator’s own
campaign, any organization described under section 527 or section
501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code, any political committee, any
committee of continuous existence, any political party, or the campaign
of any candidate for the Senate; however, a Senator may contribute to
his or her the-Senater’s own campaign.

(2) Any fundraising activity otherwise prohibited during an extended
or special session by subsection (1) shall not be considered a violation of
this rule and may take place provided that it can be shown that the event
was already scheduled prior to the issuance of the proclamation, re-
solution, or other communiqué; extending the session or convening a
special session.

(3) Any Senator who directly or indirectly solicits, causes to be soli-
cited, or accepts any contribution on behalf of any organization described
under section 527 or section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code, any
political committee, or any committee of continuous existence must im-
mediately disclose such activity to, and register with, the Rules Com-
mittee enRules. However, no registration is required as a result of a
Senator’s solicitation or acceptance of contributions on behalf of his or
her own campaign, a campaign for any other office, or a political party.
When required by law, the Senator shall promptly create a public web-
site that contains a mission statement for such organization, the names
of the Senators associated with that organization, and disclosure of
contributions received by and expenditures made by the organization.

(4) Upon a determination that a Senator has violated this Rule, the
President shall remove such Senator from all assigned committees
subject to the right of appeal under Rule 1.5(2).

1.37—Conflicting employment

A Senator member-ofthe Senate shall not allow his or her personal
employment to impair his or her independence of judgment in the ex-
ercise of his or her official duties.

1.38—Undue influence

A Senator membereftheSenate shall not use his or her influence as a
Senator in any issue matter that involves substantial conflict between
his or her personal interest and his or her duties in the public interest.

1.39—Disclosure and disqualification

A Senator is not disqualified from voting en—a—measuare when, in the
Senator’s judgment, a conflict of interest is present. However, a Senator
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shall disclose any personal, private, or professional interest in a matter
bill that would inure to that Senator’s special private gain or the special
gain of any principal to whom the Senator is obligated. Such disclosure
concerning a vote during a session shall be filed with the Secretary efthe
Senate for reporting in the Journal immediately following the record of
the vote enthe-measure. Such disclosure may explain the logic of voting
or of his or her disqualification. Disclosure concerning a vote that was
not cast during a session should be filed pursuant to section 112.3143(2),
Florida Statutes.

1.40—Senate employees and conflicts

Senate employees shall be accountable to the intent of these Rules
regulating legislative conduct and ethics.

1.41—Advisory opinions

All questions relating to the interpretation and enforcement of these
Rules regulating eeneerning legislative conduct and ethics shall be re-
ferred to the Rules Committee enRules or shall emanate therefrom. A
Senator member-of-the-Senate may submit a factual situation to the
Rules Committee enRules with a request for an advisory opinion es-
tablishing the standard of public duty. The committee shall enter its
opinion responding to each inquiry. All opinions shall, after hearing, be
numbered, dated, and published in the Journal efthe-Senate. No opinion
shall identify the requesting Senator without the Senator’s consent.

1.42—Violations; investigations, penalties

(1) Any person may file a sworn complaint with the Rules Chair ef
the Committee-onRules, or the President when the complaint is against
the Rules Chair, alleging a violation by a Senator of the Rules regulating
legislative conduct and ethics. The complaint shall be based on personal
knowledge, shall state detailed facts, shall specify the actions of the
named Senator which form the basis for the complaint, and shall identify
the specific Rule Rulets) alleged by the complainant to have been vio-
lated by the Senator.

(@) Upon a determination by the Rules Chair, or the President
when the complaint is against the Rules Chair, that the
complaint fails to state facts supporting a finding of probable
cause, the complaint shall be dismissed.

(b) Upon a determination by the Rules Chair, or the President
when the complaint is against the Rules Chair, that the
complaint states facts supporting a finding of probable
cause, the complaint shall be referred to a special master.

supperting-a-finding of probable-eause,-the-complaint-shall
be—dismissed: The special master shall conduct an in-
vestigation, shall give reasonable notice to the Senator who
is alleged to have violated the Rules and shall grant the
Senator an opportunity to be heard unless the investigation
fails to reveal facts supporting a finding of probable cause. A
special master’s report and recommendation is advisory only
and shall be presented to the Rules Chair, or the President
when the complaint is against the Rules Chair, as soon as
practicable after the close of the investigation. If the special
master’s report and recommendation conclude that the facts
do not support a finding of probable cause, the complaint
shall be dismissed by the Rules Chair, or the President when
the complaint is against the Rules Chair. If the complaint is
not dismissed, the Rules Committee enRules shall consider
the special master’s report and recommendation, shall grant
the Senator an opportunity to be heard, and shall develop its
own recommendation. If the complamt is agamst the Rules
Chair ef-the-Committee-onRules, the chair is excused and
the vice chair shall conduct the deliberation. If the Rules
Committee en—Rules votes to dismiss the complaint, the
Rules Chair or vice chair shall dismiss the complaint.
Otherwise, the special master’s report and recommendation
and the recommendation of the Rules Committee erRules
shall be presented to the President. The President shall
present the committee’s recommendation, along with the
special master’s report and recommendation, to the Senate
for final action.

(2) Separately from any prosecutions or penalties otherwise provided
by law, a Senator determined to have violated the requirements of the
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Rules Rule regulating legislative conduct and ethics and-eonduet may be
censured, reprimanded, or expelled. Such determination and dis-
ciplinary action shall be taken by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate, on
recommendation of the Rules Committee enRules.

PART FIVE—PUBLIC MEETINGS AND RECORDS

1.43—Open meetings

(1) All meetings at which legislative business is discussed between
more than two (2) members of the Legislature shall be open to the public
except:

(a) At the sole discretion of the President ef-the-Senate, after
consultation with appropriate law enforcement, public
health, emergency management, or andfer security autho-
rities, those portions of meetings of a select committee,
committee, or subcommittee; concerning measures to ad-
dress security, espionage, sabotage, attack, and other acts of
terrorism.

(b) Discussions on the floor while the Senate is in session and
discussions among Senators in a committee room during
committee meetings shall be deemed to be in compliance
with this Rule.

(2) All meetings shall be subject to appropriate order and decorum at
the discretion of the person conducting the meeting.

(3) For purposes of this Rule, “legislative business” is defined as is-
sues pending before, or upon which foreseeable action is reasonably
expected to be taken by, the Senate, a Senate committee, or Senate
subcommittee.

1.44—Notice required for certain meetings

(1) A written notice of the following meetings at which legislative
business is to be discussed shall be filed with the Secretary efthe-Senate.
While the Legislature is not in regular or special session and during the
first fifty (50) days of a regular session, the notice shall be filed not later
than four (4) hours before the scheduled time of the meeting. After the
fiftieth (50th) day of a regular session and during a special session, the
notice shall be filed not later than two (2) hours before the scheduled
time of the meeting:

(a) Meetings of the President ef-theSenate (or a Senator de-
signated to represent the President) with the Governor, or
with the Speaker (or a re-
presentative designated to represent the Speaker);

(b) Meetings of a majority of the Senators who constitute the
membership of any Senate committee or subcommittee; and

(¢c) Meetings called by the President or the President’s designee;
of a majority of the chairs of the Senate’s standing commit-
tees.

(2) Notices of meetings required by Rule 1.44(1) shall be filed by or at
the direction of the person persents) at whose call the meeting is con-
vened; shall state the date, time, and place of the meeting; shall contain
a brief description of the general subject matter scheduled to be dis-
cussed. In the case of a meeting required to be noticed pursuant to this
Rule, if the meeting is to take place at or after 10:00 p.m., then the notice
must be delivered to the Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Notices of such meetings
shall appear in the daily calendar.

(3) In the event the times required for notice under Rule 1.44(1) are
not sufficient to permit publication in a daily or interim calendar, the
Secretary shall make available pest-a—eepy—of-eaek such notice in the
public corridor leading to the Senate Chamber. The Secretary ef-the
Senate shall make a diligent effort to give actual notice to members the

representatives of the press of all noncalendared meeting notices pested.

(4) Political caucuses shall be open to the public in accordance with
Rule 1.43 and noticed in accordance with this Rule when issues then
pending before, or upon which foreseeable action is reasonably expected
to be taken by, the Senate, a Senate committee, or a Senate sub-
committee are discussed. Political caucuses held for the sole purpose of
designating a President, a President Pro Tempore, a Minority Leader, or
a Minority Leader Pro Tempore need not be open or noticed.
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1.441—Constitutional requirements concerning open meetings

(1) All legislative committee and subcommittee meetings and joint
conference committee meetings shall be open and noticed to the public.

(2) All prearranged gatherings, between more than two (2) members
of the Legislature, or between the Governor, the President efthe-Senate,
or the Speaker ives, the purpose of which is
to agree upon formal legislative action that will be taken at a subsequent
time, or at which formal legislative action is taken, regarding pending
legislation or amendments shall be reasonably open to the public.

(3) In cases of conflict between this Rule and any other Senate Rule
of-the-Senate, the Rule providing greater notice or public access shall
prevail.

1.443—Reapportionment information

All Senators shall have equal access to the Senate electronic redis-
tricting system, census data, and all other information promulgated by,
maintained by, or available to; any Senate standing committee or sub-
committee appointed for the analysis of legislative and congressional
redistricting plans.

1.444—Legislative records; maintenance, control, destruction,
disposal, and disposition

(1) Public records, not exempted from public disclosure, may be in-
spected by any person desiring to do so at reasonable times, under
reasonable conditions, and under supervision of the person who has
custody of the records, or that person’s designee.

(2) The following standing committee, standing subcommittee, and
select committee public records, not exempted from public disclosure,
shall be retained by each staff director until biennially transferred to the
Division of Library and Information Services of the Department of State
via its Legislative Library Division: copies of bills, amendments, vote
sheets, bill analyses, and fiscal notes; meeting files including agendas
and appearance cards; files relating to assigned projects; final staff re-
ports submitted to subcommittees or committees; final reports sub-
mitted by subcommittees or committees; correspondence sent or re-
ceived; and audio recordings of committee meetings. At the time of
transfer, the actual correspondence to be sent to the Department of State
shall consist only of correspondence which relates to other committee
public records required by this Rule to be transferred. Records not
transferred may be otherwise disposed of or destroyed.

(3) Except for records specifically required by law or Senate Rule to
be filed or retained, district office records and constituents’ records may
be retained by the district office until those records become obsolete, at
which point they may be otherwise disposed of or destroyed.

(4) Public records, not exempted from public disclosure, created or
received by the President, President Pro Tempore, or Secretary ef-the
Sensate shall be retained by that officer as specifically required by law or
Senate Rule until transferred to the Division of Library and Information
Services of the Department of State via its Legislative Library Division.
Records not transferred may be otherwise disposed of or destroyed.

(5) The Secretary shall, with the approval of the President, establish
a reasonable fee for copies of public legislative records not exempted
from public disclosure. Such fees shall be based upon the actual cost of
duplication of the record and shall include the material and supplies
used to duplicate the record but not the labor cost or overhead cost
associated with such duplication. If the nature or volume of records re-
quested to be inspected or copied is such as to require extensive use of
information technology resources or extensive clerical or supervisory
assistance by employees of the Senate, a special service charge in ad-
dition to the actual cost of duplication may be imposed. Such special
service charge shall be reasonable and based on the cost incurred for the
extensive use of information technology resources or the labor cost of
employees providing the service that is actually incurred by the Senate
or attributable to the Senate for the clerical and supervisory assistance
required. However, when obtained from the Office of the Secretary, a
standing committee, standing subcommittee, or select committee, there
shall be no charge for a single copy of a bill other than a general ap-
propriations bill, or for a single copy of any other public record required
by law or Senate Rule to be created.
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(6) Once the retention period for a public record, not exempted from
public disclosure, has expired, the public record may be otherwise dis-
posed of or destroyed. A public record need not be retained if it is pub-
lished or retained by another legislative office. Only one (1) copy of a
public record need be retained;; additional copies of that record may be
destroyed at any time. In the case of mass mailings, only one (1) sample
representative copy of the mailing, or an abstract, need be retained.

(7) For the purpose of this Rule, a Senator’s member’s district office
shall include the offices each Senator member retains for the transaction
of official legislative business in his or her respective district and the
assigned offices located in the Senate Office Building or the Capitol in

Tallahassee assigned-to-each-member.

(8) The following public records are exempt from inspection and
copying:

(a) Records, or information contained therein, held by the leg-
islative branch of government which, if held by an agency as
defined in section 119.011, Florida Statutes, or any other
unit of government, would be confidential or exempt from
the provisions of section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, or
otherwise exempt from public disclosure, and records or in-
formation of the same type held by the Legislature.

(b) A formal complaint about a member or officer of the Legis-
lature or about a lobbyist and the records relating to the
complaint, until the complaint is dismissed, a determination
as to probable cause has been made, a determination that
there are sufficient grounds for review has been made and
no probable cause panel is to be appointed, or the re-
spondent has requested in writing that the President of the
Senate or the Speaker of the House of Representatives make
public the complaint or other records relating to the com-
plaint, whichever occurs first.

(c) Alegislatively produced draft, and a legislative request for a
draft, of a bill, resolution, memorial, or legislative rule, and
an amendment thereto, which is not provided to any person
other than the member or members who requested the draft,
an employee of the Legislature, a contract employee or
consultant retained by the Legislature, or an officer of the
Legislature.

(d) A draft of a bill analysis or fiscal note until the bill analysis
or fiscal note is provided to a person other than an employee
of the Legislature, a contract employee or consultant re-
tained by the Legislature, or an officer of the Legislature.

(e) A draft, and a request for a draft, of a reapportionment plan
or redistricting plan and an amendment thereto. Any sup-
porting documents associated with such plan or amendment
until a bill implementing the plan, or the amendment, is
filed.

() Records prepared for or used in executive sessions of the
Senate until ten (10) years after the date on which the ex-
ecutive session was held.

(g) Portions of records of former legislative investigating com-
mittees whose records are sealed or confidential as of June
30, 1993, which may reveal the identity of any witness, any
person who was a subject of the inquiry, or any person re-
ferred to in testimony, documents, or evidence retained in
the committees’ records; however, this exemption does not
apply to a member of the committee, its staff, or any public
official who was not a subject of the inquiry.

(h) Requests by members for an advisory opinion concerning the
application of the rules of either house pertaining to ethics,
unless the member requesting the opinion authorizes in
writing the release of such information. All advisory opi-
nions shall be open to inspection except that the identity of
the member shall not be disclosed in the opinion unless the
member requesting the opinion authorizes in writing the
release of such information.

(i) Portions of correspondence held by the legislative branch
which, if disclosed, would reveal: information otherwise ex-
empt from disclosure by law; an individual’s medical treat-
ment, history, or condition; the identity or location of an
individual if there is a substantial likelihood that releasing
such information would jeopardize the health or safety of
that individual; or information regarding physical abuse,
child abuse, spouse abuse, or abuse of the elderly.
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(9) Any Senate record created prior to July 1, 1993, which was so
designated by the President on June 30, 1993, shall remain exempt from
inspection and copying after July 1, 1993. Records held by joint com-
mittees, commissions or offices of the Legislature, that were jointly de-
termined by the presiding officers of both houses to remain exempt from
inspection and copying after July 1, 1993, remain exempt.

(10) For purposes of this Rule, “public record” means all documents,
papers, letters, maps, books, tapes, photographs, films, sound record-
ings, or other material, regardless of physical form or characteristics,
made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in connection with the
transaction of official business by the legislative branch.

(11) All records, research, information, remarks, and staff work
products, made or received during or in preparation for a closed meeting
of a select committee, committee, or subcommittee, shall be confidential
and exempt from inspection and copying for a period of 30 days after the
closed meeting, at which time they will automatically become legislative
public records open to inspection and copying, unless the confidentiality
and the prohibition against inspection and copying has, within the 30-
day period, been extended by the President ef-the-Senate. Unless the
above-listed confidential and exempt items have been earlier released by
operation of this Rule, they shall automatically become available for
public inspection and copying five (5) years after the date of the closed
meeting, unless this confidentiality and exemption is further extended
by the President efthe-Senate for subsequent five-year (5) periods.

1.45—Violations of Rules on open meetings and notice

Violations of Rules 1.43 and 1.44 constitute violations of the Rules
regulating legislative conduct and ethics and-eenduet and shall be sub-
ject to the procedures and penalties prescribed in Rule 1.42.

RULE TWO

COMMITTEES, OFFICERS, MEMBERS,
VOTING, MOTIONS, DECORUM, AND DEBATE

PART ONE—COMMITTEES—ORGANIZATION, DUTIES, AND
RESPONSIBILITIES

2.1 i s+ Standing committees;
standing subcommittees; select subcommittees

(1) The following standing peliey—and—steering committees with
standing subcommittees are created:

(a) Agriculture Pelieyand-Steering-Committee—on—Commeree
andIndustry

(b) Banking and Insurance Pelieyand-Steering-Committee-on
EnergyEnvironment;-and-Land Use

(¢c) Budget Polies—and SteeringCommittee—on—Geovernmental
Operations

Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice Appro-
priations

Subcommittee on Education Pre-K - 12 Appropriations
Subcommittee on Finance and Tax

Subcommittee on General Government Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services Appro-
priations

Subcommittee on Higher Education Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Eco-
nomic Development Appropriations

(d) Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Poliey-and-Steering
c - Soeial R hik

Commerce and Tourism Pelieyand-Steering Committeeon

Ways-and-Means
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(r) Rules
1. Subcommittee on Ethics and Elections

(s) Transportation

(2)3) Permanent standing committees and standing subcommittees,
when created and designated by Rule of the Senate, shall exist and
function both during and between sessions. The President shall appoint
the membership of the standing committees and standing sub-
committees, provided that each standing committee shall consist of not
fewer than five (5) members. ThePresident-is-autherized-to-ereate-and

+
2-
3=
4-
5
6:

(3)4) Each standing committee or the chair thereof, with prior ap-
proval of the President, may appoint a select subcommittee to study or
investigate a specific issue matter falling within the jurisdiction of the
standing committee or to consider a bill referred to it. The President of
the Senate and the Secretary of the Senate shall be promptly notified of
the appointment of a select subcommittee, its assignment, and the time
allowed for the assignment, and shall be notified on completion of the
assignment. Select subcommittees shall be regulated by the Senate
Rules regulating standing subcommittees, except that a select sub-
committee shall exist only for the time necessary to complete its as-
signment and report to its standing committee, and not to exceed thirty
(30) days unless extended by the President. The advisory report by a
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select subcommittee whether favorable or unfavorable shall be reviewed
by the standing committee and accepted, amended, or rejected by ma-
jority vote of those committee members present.

2.2—Powers and responsibilities of committees

(1) Permanent standing committees and standing subcommittees are
authorized:

(a) To maintain a continuous review of the work of the state
agencies concerned with their subject areas and the perfor-
mance of the functions of government within each subject
area;

(b) To invite public officials, employees, and private individuals
to appear before the committees or subcommittees to submit
information;

(¢) To request reports from departments performing functions
reasonably related to the committees’ jurisdictions; and

(d) To complete the interim work prejeets assigned by the Pre-
sident.

(2) In order to carry out its duties, each standing committee or
standing subcommittee has the reasonable right and authority to inspect
and investigate the books, records, papers, documents, data, operation,
and physical plant of any public agency in this state.

(3) In order to carry out the committee’s duties, the chair of each
standing committee, standing subcommittee, and select committee may
request the President to issue subpoenas, subpoenas duces tecum, and
other necessary process to compel the attendance of witnesses and the
production of any books, letters, or other documentary evidence required
by such committee. The President may issue said process at the request
of the committee chair. Any member of a standing committee, standing
subcommittee, or select committee may administer all oaths and affir-
mations, in the manner prescribed by law, to witnesses who appear
before such committees to testify in any matter requiring evidence.

2.3—Committee reports

(1) Before a regular session of the Legislature convenes, each
standing committee shall prepare a report of its findings, re-
commendations, and proposed legislation on its authorized interim
projects, and file same with the President efthe-Senate and the Secre-
tary ef-the-Senate.

(2) Before a regular session of the Legislature convenes, each
standing subcommittee shall prepare a report of its findings, re-
commendations, and proposed legislation on its authorized interim
projects, and submit same to the chair of the standing committee for
consideration by such committee.

(3) Within thirty (30) days followmg sine die adjournment of a reg-
wlar session, committees i shall provide in-
formatlon on b111s passed by both houses durmg that session the—pubhe

2.4—Committee staffing

A committee shall be staffed with personnel, subject to guidelines and
criteria authorized by the President. The staff shall be also subject to the
pay and classification code of the Senate. The President may authorize
joint utilization of personnel with the House of Representatives and may
authorize the Senate to share in the cost.

2.5—Committee utilization of federal funds

No committee shall make application for or utilize federal funds,
personnel, services, or facilities unless approval is obtained from the
Rules Committee enRules.

2.6—Notice of committee meetings

(1) Notice of meetings of standing committees, standing sub-
committees, and select committees shall be published in the daily ca-
lendar. No committee shall consider any bill during the first fifty (50)
days of any regular session until proper notice is published in the ca-
lendar for the two (2) legislative days preceding and the day of such
committee meeting, except committees may meet on the first and second
days of a regular session provided a meeting notice was published in a
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Senate calendar and made available pested in the public corridor leading
to the Senate Chamber for at least two (2) days preceding and the day of
such meeting.

(2) After the first fifty (50) days of any regular session, meetings of
standing committees, standing subcommittees, and select committees
scheduled in accordance with Rule 2.9 may be held following an an-
nouncement by the chair of the committee or subcommittee or, in the
chair’s his-er-her absence, the vice chair while the Senate is in session.
and-the-posting-ofa Notice shall be made available in the public corridor
leading to the Senate Chamber for at least four (4) hours in advance of
the meeting.

(83) The chair of a standing committee, standing subcommittee, or
select committee; or, in the chair’s his—er-her absence, the vice chair;
shall provide the Secretary’s office with written information concerning
meetings that shall include the date, time, and place of the meeting
together with the name of the introducer, subject shert-title, and number
of each bill to be considered.

(4) While the Legislature is not in session, Atleast-seven{P-days
prior-to-the-meetingof a standing committee, standing subcommittee, or

select committee shall file a meeting notice with the Secretary at least
seven (7 davs prlor to the meetmg The notice shall state—wh&-le—t—he

5 the date,
time, amendment deadline fBI’ and place of the meeting together with
the name of the introducer, subject shert-title, and number of each bill to
be considered;—shall-be-filed-with-the-Seeretary-of the-Senate. The Se-
cretary shall make the give notice available to the membership and the
public.

2.7—Bills recommitted

(1) A bill reported by a standing committee without proper notice
shall be recommitted to the committee reporting the same on the point of
order being made within two (2) days after such report is printed in the
Journal, or the President may recommit such bill at any time. Once
recommitted, the eemmittee—to—which—the bill is available for con-
sideration by the committee thus-committed-shall- procced-to-reconsider
}t—aﬂd—shaH—Fepeft—eﬂ—}t as if it had never been reported eriginallsre-

(2) A bill reported by a standing subcommittee to its standing com-
mittee without proper notice shall be recommitted to the subcommittee
reporting same on the point of order made during the standing com-
mittee meeting at which the bill was reported by the subcommittee.
Once recommitted, the subeommittee-to—whieh-the bill is available for
consideration by the subcommittee thus-ecommitted-shall-proceed-tore-
eonsider-it-and-shall repert-en—it as if it had never been reported ori-
wshrethrefereed.

2.8—Notice of meeting; publication

For publication in the daily calendar, notice of standing committee,
standing subcommittee, or select committee meetings shall be delivered
to the Secretary’s office in writing by 4:30 p.m. on the day preceding its
intended publication. If such day is a Friday, delivery shall be by
2:30 p.m. Meeting notices shall appear in the daily calendar.

2.9—Committee meetings; committee meetings after fiftieth
(50th) day

(1) Each standing committee, and standing subcommittee, and select
committee shall consider the public business assigned to it as ex-

pedltlously as poss1b1e and proper Te—faeﬂ}t&te—this—the—lllcesﬂeﬁt—shaﬂ

(2) The President shall provide a schedule of days, hours, and places
for the meeting of committees for the regular session and during the
interim, and deliver a copy of same to each Senator. However, no com-
mittee shall meet before 7:00 a.m. nor meet or continue to meet after
6:00 p.m. This scheduling shall not limit the powers of the chair of a
standing committee or subcommittee as provided in these Rules.
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(3) Unless approved by the President, no committee shall meet after
the fiftieth (50th) day of any regular session except the Rules Committee
L . . . . e

2.10—When, where committees meet

Each committee or subcommittee, standing or select, shall meet in the
place and within the time assigned for its use by the President and
notice of such assignment shall be made available pested by the Secre-
tary ef-the—Senate in the public corridor leading into the Senate
Chamber. No committee except the Rules Committee peliey-and-steering
eommittees shall meet while the Senate is in session without the consent
of the majority of the Senate present.

2.11—Attendance by introducer of bill

The introducer of a bill shall attend the meeting of the committee
before which such bill is noticed as provided in these Rules. Such in-
troducer may discharge this duty by sending another legislator, his or
her legislative assistant, or any other designee representative having
written permission to speak for the bill. Senate committee professional
staff shall be limited to presenting committee bills at meetings of their
assigned committees and to presenting before other committees those
committee bills that are the subject of approved Senate interim projects.

2.12—Order of business

(1) Bills shall be considered in the order appearing in the notice re-
quired by these Rules, except that the chair may, in the chair’s his-er-her
sole discretion, consider a bill out of its order to accommodate the pre-
sence of a Senator or Representative who is the introducer thereof.

(2) Abill shall be considered out of its order on the committee agenda
on unanimous consent of those committee members present obtained in
the following manner: Prior to consideration of the motion, the member
Senater moving for unanimous consent of those committee members
present shall orally give the committee not less than fifteen (15) minutes’
notice of the member’s Sernater’s intention to move and shall specify the
number of the bill. On the entertainment of the motion, the moving
member Serater shall be allowed one (1) minute to explain his or her
purpose, and unanimous consent of those committee members present
shall be given or refused without further debate.

2.13—Open meetings

Except as otherwise provided in the Senate Rules, all committee
meetings shall be open to the public, subject always to the powers and
authority of the chair to maintain order and decorum. If any matter is
reported on the basis of a poll of the committee, such matter matters
shall be referred to such committee on a point of order made prior to final
passage thereof.

2:14—Repealed
2.15—Standing committee in deliberation; reports

(1) It shall be the duty of standing committees to report all matters
referred to them either:
(a) Favorably,
(b) Favorably with committee amendment(s),
(c) Favorably with committee substitute as defined in these
Rules, or
(d) Unfavorably.

The vote of the members of a standing committee or subcommittee on
final passage of any measure shall be recorded. Upon the request of any
two (2) members of a committee or subcommittee, the vote on any other
matter or motion; properly before the committee; shall be recorded. After
such report has been received by the Secretary, no matter so reported
shall be recommitted to a committee except by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of
those Senators present in session or except as provided in Rule 2.7 or
Rule 4.7(2).

(2) Such reports shall also reflect:
(a) The date, time, and place of the meeting at which the action
was taken, and
(b) The vote of each member of the committee on the motion to
report each bill.
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The Secretary shall enter in the Journal the action of the committee, but
shall not include that portion of the report relating to the date, time, and
place of the meeting or the vote of each member on the motion to report a
measure. Reports of committees shall be preserved pursuant to law.

(3) Inreporting a Senate measure, a standing committee may draft a
new measure embracing the same general subject matter; to be returned
to the Senate with the recommendation that the substitute be considered
in lieu of the original measure ter-measures). The substitute measure
must be accompanied by the original measure (er-measures) referred to
the committee and returned to the Secretary in the same manner as a
favorable report. No other standing committee of reference shall con-
sider the original measure (er-measures) but shall direct its attention to
the substitute measure. A committee receiving a committee substitute
from a prior committee of reference may also report a committee sub-
stitute and shall not be precluded from doing so with the substance of the
bill ¢er-bills) as originally introduced. When reported, the substitute
shall be read a first (1st) time by title, the original proposition shall be
automatically tabled, and the substitute considered in lieu of without
motion. The substitute shall carry the identifying number ternumbers)
of the original and shall be returned to the Secretary in the same number
of copies required for first (1st) introduction of a similar measure. The
names of the introducer intredueers) and each co-introducer ee-in-
tredueer(s) of the original measure (er-measures) shall be shown by the
committee administrative assistant on the committee substitute unless
an mtroducer or co- mtroducer requests that it be omitted. A—eemm}ttee

t—he—eﬂ-gn—n-a-l— A Senate commlttee may not recommend a Senate com-
mittee substitute for a House bill.

(4) All standing committee reports shall be approved by the chair or,
in the chair’s his-er-her absence, the vice chair. Such reports shall be
filed with the Secretary’s office as soon as practicable, but not later than
4:30 p.m. on the next legislative day, except a committee drafting and
recommending a committee substitute shall file such committee report
no later than 4:30 p.m. on the second (2nd) legislative day. These reports
must be accompanied by the original bill. Each report by a committee
must set forth the identifying number of the bill.; If amendments are
proposed by the committee, the words “with amendments” shall follow
the identifying number. Committee amendments shall be printed in full
on preper forms prescribed by the Secretary and shall accompany the
report. All bills measures reported unfavorably shall be laid on the table.

2.16—Standing subcommittee in deliberation; reports

(1) It shall be the duty of standing subcommittees to report all
measures referred to them directly to the full standing committee, which
shall promptly certify a copy to the Secretary efthe-Senate. The standing
subcommittee shall report all matters measures either:

(a) Favorably,

(b) Favorably with committee amendment(s),

(¢) Favorably with committee substitute as defined in these
Rules, or

(d) Unfavorably.

(2) Such reports shall also reflect:
(a) The date, time, and place of the meeting at which the action
was taken, and
(b) The vote of each member of the subcommittee on the motion
to report each bill.

(3) In reporting a bill to the fall standing committee, a standing
subcommittee may draft a new measure, embracing the same general
subject matter, to be returned to the full standing committee with the
recommendation that the substitute be considered in lieu of the original
measure. The substitute measure must be accompanied by the original
measure referred to the standing subcommittee and returned to the fall
standing committee in the same manner as a favorable report. The
standing committee of reference shall not consider the original measure
but shall direct its attention to the substitute measure. The standing
committee receiving a committee substitute from a subcommittee of
reference may also report a committee substitute and shall not be pre-
cluded from doing so with the substance of the bill as originally in-
troduced. When reported, the substitute shall be read a first (1st) time by
title, the original proposition shall be automatically tabled, and the
substitute considered in lieu of without motion. The substitute shall
carry the identifying number of the original and shall be returned to the
standing committee in the same number of copies required for first (1st)
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introduction of a similar measure. The names of the introducer and each
co-introducer of the original measure shall be shown by the committee
administrative assistant on the committee substitute unless an in-
troducer or co-introducer requests that it be omitted. A Senate sub-
committee may not recommend a Senate committee substitute for a
House bill.

(4) All standing subcommittee reports shall be approved by the chair
or, in the chair’s absence, the vice chair and-shall-be-made—on—forms

i . Each report by a standing
subcommittee must set forth the identifying number of the measure.; If
amendments are proposed by the standing subcommittee, the words
“with amendments” shall follow the identifying number. Standing sub-
committee amendments shall be printed in full on preper forms pre-
scribed by the Secretary and shall accompany the report.

(5) All bills reported unfavorably shall be laid on the table when the
standing committee considers the standing subcommittee’s report. On
motion by any member of the committee, adopted by a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of those standing committee members present, the same may be
taken from the table. When a bill is thus removed from the table by a
standing committee, it shall receive a hearing de novo and witnesses
shall be permitted to testify.

(6) When a bill with a favorable report by a standing subcommittee is
considered by the standing committee, no additional testimony shall be
permitted except by a majority twe-thirds (2/3) vote of those standing
committee members present before final action is taken; however, debate
by members of the standing committee shall be allowed.

(7) Abill with a favorable subcommittee report may be withdrawn, in
accordance with Rule 4.10, from the standing committee without any
further action on the bill by the standing committee.

2.17—Quorum of committee

A standing committee, standing subcommittee, peliey—and-steering
eommittee; or select committee is aetwally assembled only when a
quorum constituting a majority of the members of that committee is
present in person. No committee business of any type shall be conducted
in the absence of a quorum. Any matter bill-erreselution reported in
violation of this Rule shall be recommitted by the President when it is
called to the President’s attention by a Senator.

2.18—Repealed

2.19—Conference committee in deliberation; reports

(1) All meetings of Senate conferees with House conferees at which
the business of the conference committee is discussed shall be open to
the public subject to proper order and decorum. A meeting of the Senate
and House conferees is a meeting of the two (2) groups, therefore, the
rules governing each respective house apply. Meetings between a ma-
jority of the members of a conference committee may be held following a
notice being filed with the Secretary efthe-Senate by or at the direction
of the person calling the meeting, at least one (1) hour twe+{2)-heurs in
advance of the meetmg—aﬂd—aﬁer—the—ﬁihe%h—éé@%h)—dﬁy—ef—a—mgul&r

vanee-of the-meeting. The notice shall indicate the names of the con-
ferees and scheduled participants, the date, the time, and the place le-
eation of the meeting. Conference committees may meet at any time with
proper notice.

(2) A conference committee, other than a conference committee on a
general or special appropriations bill and its related legislation, shall
consider and report only on the differences existing between the Senate
and the House, and no substance foreign to the bills before the conferees
shall be included in the report or considered by the Senate.

(3) A conference committee may only report by recommending the
adoption of a series of amendments to the House or Senate bill that was
the subject of the conference, or it may offer an amendment deleting
everything after the enacting clause of any such bill referred to the
committee. Such amendments shall accompany the conference commit-
tee report. In any event, the conference committee may recommend, as
part of its report, the adoption or rejection of any or all of the amend-
ments theretofore adopted by either house. Conference committee re-
ports must be approved and signed by a majority of the managers on the
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part of each house. All final actions taken in a conference committee
shall be by motion.

(4) Each conference committee report shall contain a statement
sufficiently explicit to inform the Senate of the effect of the report on the
measure to which it relates.

(5) When the President appoints te a con-
ference committee, a notice of the following meetings to discuss matters
relating to the conference, stating the names of the conferees and
scheduled participants, and the date, time, and place for the meeting,
shall be filed with the Secretary efthe-Senate by or at the direction of the
person persents) at whose call the meeting is convened, not less than one
(1) hour twe—@-)—heﬁfs precedlng the tlme for the meetmg—&nd—&ﬁer—t—he

(a) Meetings between the President (or a Senator designated to
represent the President), the Governor, and the Speaker of
the-Heuse (or a Representative designated to represent the
Speaker);

(b) Meetings between a majority of the members of any sub-
committee of the conference committee;

(¢c) Meetings between the President or any Senator(s) desig-
nated to represent the President and a conferee from the
House of Representatives, or any meeting between a con-
feree from the Senate with the Speaker efthe House-of Re-
presentatives or any Representative(s) designated to re-
present the Speaker; and

(d) Meetings of a majority of the Senate conferees; and when the
bill that is the subject of the conference committee deals
primarily with the general appropriations act or revenue
matters, any meeting of three (3) or more conferees on the
part of the Senate.

(6) Notice of meetings, as scheduled, between the chair of the Sen-
ate’s conferees with the chair of the House’s conferees, or between re-
spective Senate and House committee chairs with each other, shall be
posted in the public corridor leading to the Senate Chamber. In the case
of the appropriations conference, said notice shall also be posted outside
the door of the offices of the appropriations committees.

(7) All meetings for which notice is required pursuant to this Rule
shall be held in the Capitol Complex, but shall not be held in the
Chamber of either house while it is in session.

(8) When
conferees on the part of the Senate report an inability to agree, any ne
action of the Senate taken prior to such reference to a conference com-
mittee shall not preclude further action on the measure as the Senate
may determine.

(9) After Senate conferees have been appointed for seven (7) calendar
days and have failed to make a report, it is a motion of the highest
privilege to move to discharge said conferees and to appoint new con-
ferees, or to instruct said conferees.;—and This motion shall have pre-
cedence over all other questions except motions to adjourn or recess to a
later day, and questions of privilege. Further, during the last six (6)
calendar days allowed under the State Constitution for any regular
session, it shall be a privileged motion to move to discharge, appoint, or
instruct Senate conferees after the Senate conferees have been ap-
pointed thirty-six (36) hours without having made a report.

PART TWO—COMMITTEES—OFFICERS
2.20—Appointment of chair and vice chair

A chair and a vice chalr of each standing commlttee shall be appointed
by the President e 2
year and shall continue in ofﬁce at the pleasure of the Pre31dent The
President shall also appoint a chair for each standing subcommittee and
select committee authorized by these Rules and may designate a vice
chair, both of whom shall continue in office at the pleasure of the Pre-
sident.

2.21—Chair’s calling of committee to order

The chair or, in the chair’s absence, the vice chair, shall call the
committee to order at the hour provided by these Rules. A quorum being
present, On—the-appearanece—-of-a—querum the committee shall proceed
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with the order of business. Any member of the committee may question
the existence of a quorum. No committee business of any type shall be
conducted in the absence of a quorum.

2.22—Chair’s control

The chair er—iee—ehair shall preserve order and decorum and shall
have general control of the committee room. If there is a disturbance or
disorderly conduct in the committee room, the chair er—wviee—€hair may
require participants in the disturbance to clear the room.

2.23—Chair’s authority; appeals

(1) The chair shall approve all notices, vouchers, subpoenas, or re-
ports required or permitted by these Rules.

(2) The chair shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal
by any Senator, and the appeal shall be certified by the chair to the
Senate for a decision by the President during the daily session of the
Senate next following such certification. The ruling shall be entered in
the Journal, shall constitute binding precedent on all committees of the
Senate, and shall be subject to appeal as any other question. The chair
may, or on the vote of a majority of the committee members present
shall, certify a question of parliamentary procedure to the President as
contemplated by the Rule without a formal appeal. Such a certified
question shall be disposed of by the President as if it had been on appeal.
The perfection of an appeal or the certification of a question pursuant to
this Rule shall not constitute an automatic stay to further legislative
action on the measure under consideration.

2.24—Chair, vice chair; vote

The chair and vice chair shall vote on all matters before such com-
mittee. The name of the chair shall be called last.

2.25—Temporary alternate to chair

The chair may name any member of the committee to perform the
duties of the chair if such substitution shall not extend beyond such
meeting. If for any reason the chair is absent and fails to name a
member, the vice chair shall assume the duties of the chair during the
chair’s absence. In—the—chair’s—absenecc—and/or-emission—to—makesuch

2.26—Vice chair’s duties

On the death, incapacitation, or resignation of the chair, the vice chair
shall perform the duties of the office until the President shall appoint a
successor. In the absence of the chair, the vice chair shall act as chair.

PART THREE—COMMITTEES—MEMBERS
2.27—Members’ attendance, voting, proxy

(1) Unless excused or necessarily prevented, every member of a
committee shall be in attendance during each of its meetings;—unless

exeused-or-neeessarily-prevented.
(2) The chair may excuse any member Senater for just cause from

attendance at meetings of his or her committee for any stated period,
and this excused absence shall be noted on the committee’s records.

(3) Failure to attend two (2) consecutive regular meetings, unless
excused from attendance in the Senate on those days as provided in
these Rules or by the chair of the committee, shall constitute automatic
withdrawal from the committee.

(4) No member of any committee shall be allowed to vote by proxy. A
majority of all the committee members present shall agree by their votes
on the disposition of any bill-er-ether matter considered by the com-
mittee.

(5) The President may designate either the President Pro Tempore
or the Majority Leader to vote in any committee. The President shall
notify the Secretary and the chair of the affected committee of the des-
ignation. The designee may not count for the purpose of a quorum unless
specifically stated in the notification.
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PART FOUR—COMMITTEES—VOTING
2.28—Taking the vote

(1) The chair shall declare all votes and shall cause same to be en-
tered on the records of the committee, but if any member questions a
voice vote, then by a show of hands by two (2) members the chair shall
count the yeas and nays. When the committee is shall-be equally divided,
the question shall be lost.

(2) A member Senater may request to:

(a) Vote Change-his-or-her-vete, or
(b) Change his or her vote Vote

before the results of a roll call are announced. After the results have been
announced, a member Senater with unanimous consent of those com-
mittee members present may vote or change his or her vote ervete. If the
vote alters the final action of the committee, no vote or change of vote ex
vote shall be valid unless uwntil the matter measure has been recon-
sidered by the committee. On request of a member prior to consideration
of other business, the chair shall order a verification of a vote.

2.29—Pair voting Pairing prohibited
No pair voting pairing shall be permitted by the committee.
2.30—Casting vote for another

No Senator shall cast a vote for another Senator, nor shall any person
not a Senator cast a vote for a Senator. In addition to such penalties as
may be prescribed by law, any Senator who shall vote or attempt to vote
for another Senator may be punished as the Senate may deem proper.
Also, any person not a Senator who shall vote in the place of a Senator
shall be excluded from the committee for the remainder of the session.

2.31—Explanation of vote

No member Senater shall be permitted to defer or explain his or her
vote during a roll call, but may submit his or her explanation in writing
and file it with the chair. This explanation shall be kept as part of the
committee record and a copy filed with the Secretary efthe-Senate.

PART FIVE—COMMITTEES—MOTIONS AND PRECEDENCE
2.32—Motions; how made, withdrawn

Every motion may be made orally. On request of the chair, a member
Senater shall submit his or her motion in writing. After a motion has
been stated or read by the chair, it shall be deemed to be in possession of
the committee without a second, and shall be disposed of by vote of the
committee members present. The mover may withdraw a motion at any
time before the same has been amended, or before a vote shall have
commenced. The mover of a motion to reconsider may withdraw that
motion only with the unanimous consent of those committee members
present.

2.33—Motions; precedence

(1) When a question is under debate, the chair shall receive no mo-
tion except:

(a) To rise

(b) To take a recess

(c) To reconsider

(d) To limit debate

(e) To temporarily postpone

&

(f)ég—) To commit to a select subcommittee

(24 To amend

which shall have precedence in the descending order given.

(2) The chair shall present prepeund all questions in the order in
which they are moved unless the subsequent motion is be previous in
nature.

(3) When a motion is under consideration, but prior to the com-
mencement of the vote, a substitute motion shall be in order. Only one
(1) substitute shall be considered and the substitute shall be in the same
order of precedence.
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2.34—Division of question

A member Senater may move eall for a division of a question when the
sense will admit of it. A motion to delete and insert shall be deemed
indivisible; a motion to delete, being lost, shall neither preclude
amendment nor a motion to delete and insert.

2.35—Reconsideration generally

(1) When a question has been decided by a committee, any member
Senater voting with the prevailing side may move for reconsideration of
the question. Also when a question has been decided by voice vote, any
member, during the meeting at which the vote was taken, may so move.
If the committee shall refuse to reconsider eensider or, upon re-
consideration eensideration, shall confirm its first decision, no further
motion to reconsider shall be in order except upon unanimous consent of
those committee members present.

(2) Consideration of a motion to reconsider a measure oryineludinga
vote-recommending the confirmation of an executive appointment; shall
be a special and continuing order of business for the succeeding com-
mittee meeting, and, unless considered during such meeting, shall be
considered abandoned. Such motion may be made prior to or pending a
motion to rise erifthetimeofadjournment-hasarrived. During the last
fourteen (14) days of a regular session, a motion to reconsider shall be
made and considered during the meeting at which the original vote was
taken.

2.36—Reconsideration; vote required

The affirmative votes of a majority of the committee members present
shall be required to adopt a motion to reconsider.

2.37—Reconsideration; debate allowed

Debate shall be allowed on a motion to reconsider only when the
question is debatable. When debate on a motion to reconsider is in order,
no Senator shall speak thereon more than once nor longer than five (5)
minutes.

2.38—Reconsideration; collateral matters

A motion to reconsider a collateral matter must be disposed of during
the course of the consideration of the main subject to which it is related,
and such motion shall be out of order after the committee has passed to
other business.

PART SIX—COMMITTEES—AMENDMENTS

2.39—Amendments, proposed committee substitutes, and pro-
posed committee bills; form, notice, manner of consideration

(1) No amendment or proposed committee substitute to any mea-
sure, or no proposed committee bill on any committee agenda shall be
considered by that committee unless the amendment, proposed com-
mittee substitute, or proposed committee bill was prepared in proper
form and filed with the committee administrative assistant at least
twenty-four (24) hours prior to the noticed meeting time. For the purpose
of this rule, office hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. -
5:00 p.m. Copies of such amendment amendmentts), proposed commit-
tee substitute substitutets), or proposed committee bill bills shall be
made reasonably available by the committee administrative assistant
before the meeting to the members of the committee and to the public.

(a) Subsequent to distribution of all timely-filed amendments,
amendments to amendments or substitute amendments
may be filed to any measure to which an amendment was
timely filed. Such amendments must be filed with the
committee administrative assistant at least two (2) hours
prior to the noticed meeting time.

(b) Subsequent to distribution of all timely-filed proposed
committee substitutes and proposed committee bills,
amendments, amendments to amendments, or substitute
amendments to any proposed committee substitute or pro-
posed committee bill must be filed with the committee ad-
ministrative assistant at least two (2) hours prior to the
noticed meeting time.
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(c) Amendments to late-filed amendments, proposed committee
substitutes, or proposed committee bills shall be considered
timely filed if filed at least two (2) hours prior to the noticed
meeting time.

After the first fifty (50) days of any regular session, an
amendment, proposed committee bill, or proposed commit-
tee substitute to any measure prepared prior to a committee
meeting at which it is offered shall be filed with the com-
mittee administrative assistant at least two (2) hours prior
to the noticed meeting time.

The consideration of any amendment, proposed committee
bill, or proposed committee substitute not timely filed in
accordance with this rule, including any filed during a
committee meeting in which it is to be offered, requires a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of those committee members present if
any member requests that such a vote be taken. These time
requirements do not apply to a committee’s recommendation
during a meeting to make a committee substitute which is
merely a combination of the noticed bill bils) and amend-

ment amendment(s).
(2) Amendments shall be filed on forms prescribed by the Secretary.

(d)e)

(e)eh

(a) An amendment shall be considered only after its sponsor
spenseors, who is a member are-members of the committee,
gains gain recognition from the chair to move its their
adoption.

(b) An amendment shall be deemed pending only after its
sponsor has been recognized by the chair and has moved its
adoption. Amendments that have been filed but have not
been formally moved for adoption shall not be deemed to be
pending.

(c) No proposition on a subject different from that under con-
sideration shall be admitted in the form under—eeler of an
amendment.

2.40—Sequence of amendments to amendments

(1) An amendment to a pending amendment may be received, but
until it is disposed of, no other motion to amend will be in order, except a
substitute amendment or an amendment to the substitute. Such
amendments are to be disposed of in the following order:

(a) Amendments to the amendment are acted on before the
substitute is taken up.

(b) Amendments to the substitute are next voted on.

(¢) The substitute then is voted on.

(2) The adoption of a substitute amendment in lieu of an original
amendment shall be treated and considered as an amendment to the bill
itself.

(3) The following amendments are out of order:
(a) A substitute amendment for an amendment to an amend-
ment.
(b) A substitute amendment for an amendment to a substitute.

2.41—Deleting everything after enacting clause

A proposal to delete everything after the enacting clause of a bill, or
the resolving clause of a resolution, and insert new language matter of
the same general subject as stated in the original title shall be deemed
proper and germane and shall be treated as an amendment.

2.42—Amendment by section

The adoption of an amendment to a section shall not preclude further
amendment of that section. If a bill is being considered section by section
or item by item, only amendments to the section or item under con-
sideration shall be in order. The chair, in recognizing members Senaters
for the purpose of moving the adoption of amendments, shall endeavor to
cause all amendments to section 1 to be considered first, then all those in
section 2, and so on. After all sections have been considered separately,
the entire whele bill shall be open for amendment.

2.43—Senate amendments to House bills

A House bill may be amended in the same manner as a Senate bill.
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2.44—Amendments by another committee

Amendments recommended by all committees of reference shall ac-
company a bill when filed with the Secretary. No committee shall phy-
sically remove an amendment by another committee but may re-
commend an amendment to an amendment, or a substitute for an
amendment, by another committee. Any accompanying amendment
shall be included in a subsequent committee substitute unless altered or
negated by committee action. Amendments adopted by a committee to be
incorporated in a committee substitute need not be filed with the Se-
cretary as part of the reports required in Rules 2.15 and 2.16.

PART SEVEN—COMMITTEES—DECORUM AND DEBATE

2.45—Decorum and debate

When a member desires to speak or present deliver a matter to the
committee, the member shall address himself or herself to “Mr. or
Madam Chair” and, on being recognized, may address the committee and
shall confine any remarks himself-er-herself to the question under de-
bate, avoiding personality. A member shall not address or refer to an-
other member by his or her first name. A member shall use the appel-
lation of “Senator” Senater or such appellation and the surname of the
member referred to or addressed.

2.46—Chair’s power to recognize

When two (2) or more members request to speak at once, the chair
shall recognize name the member who is to speak be-recognized first.

2.47—Interruptions; when allowed

(1) No member shall be interrupted by another without the consent
of the member who has the floor, except by:
(a) Rising to a question of privilege;
(b) Rising to a point of order requiring an immediate ruling;
(c) Rising to appeal a decision of the chair concerning a point of
order (if the appeal is made immediately following the de-
cision);
(d) Rising to make a parliamentary inquiry requiring an im-
mediate reply; or
(e) Rising to question the existence of a quorum.

(2) The chair shall strictly enforce this Rule.
2.48—Speaking rights

(1) When a member is speaking and another member interrupts to
request recognition, the chair may permit the person rising to state why
he or she desires the floor. If the question the member desires to raise is
entitled to precedence, the member originally speaking shall relinquish
the floor until the question having precedence is disposed of. The
member is then entitled to resume the floor.

(2) The member making a debatable motion or the introducer of a
bill, whether or not a member of the committee, shall have five (5)
minutes in order to close debate.

2.49—Time for debate

No Senator shall speak longer than ten (10) minutes without yielding
the floor, except by consent of a majority of those committee members
present.

2.50—Limitation on debate

When a matter measure is under debate by the committee, a member
may move to limit debate, and the motion shall be decided without de-
bate. The introducer of the pending matter measure shall have five (5)
minutes to discuss the motion, and the introducer may divide such time
with, or waive it in favor of, some other member. If the question is
decided in the affirmative by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those committee
members present, the debate shall be limited accordingly. The time al-
lotted by such limitation shall be apportioned by the chair. Once limited.
debate may be extended beyond the original debate time limit by a
majority vote of the committee members present.
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2.51—Priority of business

All questions relating to the priority of business shall be acted on and
shall be decided without debate.

2.52—Repealed Questioning-deeisionnet-to-abstain

2.53—Appeals

The proper method of taking exception to a ruling of the chair is by
appeal. An appeal from a decision of the chair must be made promptly
before debate has concluded or other business has intervened. A point of
order on any other question is not in order while an appeal is pending,
but a point of order relating to the appeal may be raised; if the de-
termination of the appeal is dependent on this point, it may be decided
by the chair. This second (2nd) decision is also subject to appeal.

2.54—Appeals debatable

An appeal from a decision of the chair on a point of order is debatable
even though the question from which it arose was not debatable.

RULE THREE
BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS
3.1—Form of bills

(1) All bills shall contain a proper title, as defined in Article III,
Section 6 of the State Constitution, and the enacting clause, “Be It En-
acted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:.” The title of each bill
shall be prefaced by the words, “A bill to be entitled An act.” Standard
rules of capitalization shall apply.

(2) The original must be approved by the introducer and backed in a
folder-jacket. On these jackets shall be inscribed the name and district
number of the introducer and any co-introducers or the introducing
committee and its chair, and enough of the title for identification.

(3) Bills that propose to amend existing provisions of the Florida
Statutes (as described in Article III, Section 6 of the State Constitution)
or the Laws of Florida shall contain the full text of the section, subsec-
tion, or paragraph to be amended. Joint resolutions that propose to
amend the State Constitution shall contain the full text of the section to
be amended.

(4) In general bills and joint resolutions that propose to create or
amend existing provisions of the Florida Statutes, Laws of Florida, or
the State Constitution, new words shall be inserted underlined, and
words to be deleted shall be lined through with hyphens, except that the
text of the General Appropriations Act shall not be underlined.

(5) When the change in language is so general that the use of these
procedures would hinder, rather than assist, the understanding of the
amendment, it shall not be necessary to use the coded indicators of
words added or deleted but, in lieu thereof, a notation similar to the
following shall be inserted immediately preceding the text of the provi-
sion being amended: “Substantial rewording of section. See s. [number],
F.S., for present text.” When such notation is used, the notation as well
as the substantially reworded text shall be underlined.

(6) The words to be deleted and the above-described indicators of
such words and of new material are for information and guidance and
shall not be considered to constitute a part of the bill under considera-
tion.

(7) Section catchlines of existing text shall not be typed with un-
derlining.

3.2—Bills for introduction

A bill may not be introduced until properly filed with the Secretary ef
the-Senate.
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3.3—Form of local bills

As required by Article III, Section 10 of the State Constitution, all local
bills must either embody provision for ratifying referenda (stated in the
title as well as in the text of the bill) or be accompanied by an affidavit of
proper advertisement. Forms of affidavit may be obtained from the Se-
cretary ef-the-Senate. All local bills that require publication shall, when
introduced, have proof of publication securely attached to the original
copy of the bill and the words “Proof of Publication Attached” clearly
typed or stamped on the Senate side of the bill jacket or cover, or the
same shall be rejected by the Secretary.

3.4—Form of joint resolutions

All joint resolutions shall contain a proper title, as defined in Article
II1, Section 6 of the State Constitution. Standard rules of capitalization
shall apply. They shall contain the resolving clause, “Be It Resolved by
the Legislature of the State of Florida:.” Each joint resolution shall be
prefaced by the words: “A joint resolution.”

3.5—Form of memorials

All memorials shall contain a proper title, as defined in Article III,
Section 6 of the State Constitution. Standard rules of capitalization shall
apply. They shall contain the resolving clause, “Be It Resolved by the
Legislature of the State of Florida:.”

3.6—Form of resolutions; Senate and concurrent

(1) All Senate resolutions and all concurrent resolutions shall con-
tain a proper title, as defined in Article III, Section 6 of the State Con-
stitution. Standard rules of capitalization shall apply. Senate resolutions
shall contain the resolving clause: “Be It Resolved by the Senate of the
State of Florida:.” Concurrent resolutions shall contain the resolving
clause: “Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida, the House of
Representatives Concurring:.”

(2) Only the Secretary ef-the-Senate shall prepare copies of Senate
resolutions that are to be furnished any person after the resolution’s
adoption.

3.7—Bill filing deadline during regular session; bill filing be-
tween regular sessions

(1) To facilitate processing and committee referencing, all bills (ex-
cept for the general appropriations bill, implementing bills, appropria-
tions conforming bills, local bills, Senate resolutions, concurrent re-
solutions, committee bills, and trust fund bills or public-record
exemptions that are linked to timely-filed general bills) shall be filed for
introduction with the Secretary efthe-Senate no later than 12:00 noon of
the first (1st) day of the regular session.

(2) A motion to waive this Rule shall be referred to the Rules Com-
mittee enRudes for a hearing and its advisory recommendation as to the
existence of an emergency reasonably compelling consideration of a bill
notwithstanding this Rule and a recommendation shall be reported back
to the Senate. The Secretary shall number each bill to provide identity
and control until a permanent number can be affixed.

(3) Between regular sessions of the Legislature, bills may be filed by
delivery to the Secretary efthe-Senate.

3.8—Filed bills; consideration between regular sessions

(1) Afiled bill complying with these Rules shall, in anticipation of the
next regular session, be serially numbered in accordance with the per-
manent system required by these Rules.

(2) The Secretary shall provide each such numbered bill to the Pre-
sident for reference to a committee or committees pursuant to these
Rules. The Secretary shall promptly forward each referenced bill to the
first (1st) or only committee of reference. A-eopy-ofeach-filed-bill shall be
made—available to—eachSenater- The Secretary shall make available
provide-regularly to each Senator all filed bills, including the referencing
data for each bill, and a calendar of all committee hearings, including the
bills noticed for hearing by each.
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(3) Each bill considered by a committee and reported to the Secretary
during the interim shall be introduced and read on the first (1st) day of
the regular session thereof, pursuant to the State Constitution, Laws of
Florida, and these Rules. The Journal shall reflect the committee re-
ference and the report of the committee. All requirements for the re-
ferencing of bills to and the consideration of bills by Senate committees
shall be deemed to have been met and discharged if the jurisdictional
requirements of this Rule have been complied with as to each of such
bills.

(4) If a committee fails to consider and report a filed bill prior to the
convening of a regular session, the committee or committees failing to so
report shall conduct hearings and file reports during the regular session.

(5) Notwithstanding these Rules, a Senator may, during the day of
introduction of filed bills, but no later than under the Order of Business
of “Motions Relating to Committee Reference” on the second (2nd) leg-
islative day on which the Senate meets, move for reference to a different
committee or for removal from a committee. This motion may be adopted
by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present.

(6) Prior to the introduction of a bill on the first (1st) day of the
regular session, a Senator may give written notification to the Secretary
ofthe-Senate to withdraw his or her bill from further consideration of the
Senate.

3.9—Copies of bills

When filed, bills (including committee bills and committee substitute
bills) shall be published by the Secretary for the information of the
Senate and the public. The absence of a published copy shall not delay
the progress of a measure at any stage of the legislative process. Suffi-
cient copies of the general approprlatlons blll proposed to be introduced
by the Budget Committee
Means shall be made available to the members and, upon request, to the
public, at the Office of the Secretary efthe-Senate and at the committee’s
Ofﬁce no less than two (2) hours prior to the time the Budget Committee

meets to consider
the proposed committee bill.

3.10—Identification of bills

Bills and other measures requiring legislative action shall be in-
troduced in the order they are received at the desk of the Secretary. They
shall be serially numbered with even numbers as introduced, without
differentiation in number as to type. The Secretary shall mark the ori-
ginal copy of each measure to ensure its identification, and each page
thereof, as the item introduced in order to prevent unauthorized or im-
proper substitutions. This identification may be made by any device to
accomplish the purpose of this Rule. Such device shall be in the custody
of the Secretary, and its use by any person not authorized by this Rule is
prohibited.

3.11—Companion measures

When a Senate bill is reached on the calendar of the Senate for con-
sideration, either on second (2nd) or third (3rd) reading, and there is also
pending on the calendar of the Senate a companion measure already
passed by the House, it shall be in order to move that the House com-
panion measure be substituted and considered in lieu of the Senate
measure. Such motion may be adopted by a majority vote of those Se-
nators present, provided the House measure is on the same reading;
otherwise, the motion shall be to waive the Rules by a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of those Senators present and read such House measure. A com-
panion measure shall be substantially the same and identical as to
specific intent and purpose as the measure for which it is being sub-
stituted. At the moment the Senate passes the House companion mea-
sure, the original Senate measure shall be regarded as automatically
tabled. Recommitment of a Senate bill shall automatically carry with it
any House companion measure then on the calendar.

3.12—Introducers of bills; introducers no longer Senators

(1) Bills shall be approved for introduction by a Senator er-greup-ef
Senaters whose name is names—are affixed to the original, or by any
committee with the name of the committee and the name of the chair of

the committee affixed to the original. A bill intreduced-by-a—ecommittee
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may be co-introduced by any Senator whose name is affixed to the ori-
ginal.

(2) A Senator who is not seeking or is ineligible for reelection and,
therefore, will not be a Senator at the next regular session of the Leg-
islature may not file a bill for that session. Once A-billHintrodueed-solelsy
by a Senator is no longer in office, any bill filed by that whe-willnetbea
Senator for a current or future at-thenext-regular session of the Leg-
islature shall be deemed withdrawn from further consideration of the
Senate unless the bill has a co-introducer who, within seven (7) days, is

willing to become the introducer of the bill.

3.13—Fiscal notes

(1) Upon being favorably reported by a standing committee, all
general bills or joint resolutions affecting revenues, expenditures, or
fiscal liabilities of state or local governments shall be accompanied by a
fiscal note. Fiscal notes shall reflect the estimated increase or decrease
in revenues or expenditures. The estimated economic impact, which
calculates the present and future fiscal implications of the bill or joint
resolution, must be considered. The fiscal note shall not express opinion
relative to the merits of the measure, but may identify technical or
mechanical defects.

(2) Fiscal notes on those bills affecting any state retirement system
shall be prepared after consultation with an actuary who is a member of
the Society of Actuaries and the cooperation of appropriate state agen-
cies for necessary data shall be solicited.

(3) Fiscal notes shall be regarded as memoranda of factual in-
formation and shall be made available to Senators members—of-the
Senate.

(4) If a bill or joint resolution is reported favorably by a committee
without a fiscal note or economic impact statement, as defined in this
Rule, a Senator may at any time raise a point of order, and the President
shall order return of the bill or joint resolution to the committee. A fiscal
note prepared for a Senate bill or joint resolution shall be presumed as
prepared also for its House companion for the purposes of point of order.

RULE FOUR
ORDER OF BUSINESS AND CALENDAR
4.1—Sessions of the Senate

The Senate shall meet pursuant to a schedule provided by the Pre-
sident. This schedule shall set forth hours to convene and adjourn and
may contain a schedule for the Special Order Calendars submitted by
the Calendar Group i i i . During the first
fifty (50) days of a regular session, the Senate shall not convene meet
before 7:00 a.m. nor meet or continue to meet after 8:00 p.m. Otherwise,
the Senate shall not convene meet before 7:00 a.m. nor meet or continue
to meet after 6:00 p.m.

4.2—Quorum

A majority of the Senate shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller
number may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of
absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as it may
prescribe. A Senator at any time may question the existence of a quor-
um.

4.3—Daily Order of Business

(1) The Daily Order of Business shall be as follows:
(a) Roll Call

(b) Prayer
(c) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America

(d) Reports of Committees

(e) Motions Relating to Committee Reference

(f) Messages from the Governor and Other Executive Commu-
nications

(g) Messages from the House of Representatives

(h) Matters on Reconsideration

(i) Consideration of Bills on Third (3rd) Reading

() Special Order Calendars
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(k) Consideration of Bills on Second (2nd) Reading
(I) Correction and approval of Journal

(2) The Secretary efthe-Senate shall prepare and distribute, on each
legislative day, a calendar corresponding to the Daily Order of Business;
and within each order of business, matters shall be considered in the
order in which they appear on such daily calendar. Local bills may be
omitted from the formal calendar and may be distributed to Senators by
the Secretary separately.

(3) Certain messages from the House of Representatives may be
withheld from the Daily Order of Business pursuant to Rule 1.18 or on
order of the President. Notwithstanding Rule 4.3(1), the Senate may
take up messages from the House at the direction of the President.

(4) First (1st) reading of a bill bills shall be accomplished by pub-
lication of the title thereof in the Journal pursuant to Article III, Section
7 of the State Constitution.

(5) Except by unanimous consent of those Senators present in ses-
sion, no bill shall be considered by the Senate if the bill or a companion
measure has not been first reported favorably by at least one (1) Senate
committee.

4.4—Committee of the Whole

By a majority vote of those Senators present, the Senate may resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole and, when thus constituted, may
consider any question whether formally introduced in the Senate or not.
The Senate may, however, restrict the subject matter to be considered by
the Committee of the Whole, or its jurisdiction, by resolving itself into a
Committee of the Whole for a specific and limited purpose. The Pre-
sident shall preside and maintain order and decorum. The Senate Rules
relating ef-the-Senate—appleable to standing committees shall govern
when applicable. The Committee of the Whole may consider and report,
by majority vote of those committee members present, on any bill or
question not formally introduced in the Senate and any bill on which all
standing committees of reference have rendered a favorable report. A bill
on which committee action has been taken by the committee or com-
mittees of reference or on which an unfavorable committee report has
been filed may be considered only by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those
committee members present. Such vote shall also be required to favor-
ably report any such bill to the Senate. A bill thus originating in a
Committee of the Whole shall, when introduced as contemplated by the
State Constitution, receive no further reference to committee. A favor-
able report by a Committee of the Whole on a bill having theretofore
received an unfavorable report by a standing committee of reference
shall not have the effect of withdrawing such bill from the table. Con-
sideration by the Senate of such a bill shall be preceded by the adoption
of the appropriate motion during a session of the Senate. Bills considered
by a Committee of the Whole shall be read once, debated, amended, and
acted on as a standing committee function. The body of a bill formally
introduced shall not be interlined or defaced, but all amendments de-
noting the location shall be entered on a separate paper by the Secretary
of the Committee of the Whole. The same shall be agreed to by the
Committee of the Whole, and the report filed as otherwise provided in
these Rules for committee reports. After report, the bill or other matter
may be again debated and shall be subject to be again amended by the
Senate. The quorum for a Committee of the Whole shall be the same as
for the Senate, and when the Committee of the Whole shall rise, the roll
shall be called to ascertain the presence of a quorum of the Senate.

4.5—Conference committee report

(1) The report of a conference committee appointed pursuant to Rule
1.5 shall be read to the Senate on two (2) consecutive legislative days,
and on the completion of the second (2nd) reading the vote shall be on
the adoption or rejection thereof and final passage of the measure as
recommended. During the last five (5) days of a regular session and
during any extension thereof, the report shall be read only once. Copies
of conference committee reports shall be available to the membership
twelve (12) hours prior to the time such report is scheduled to be taken
up on the Senate floor.

(2) The report must be acted on as a whole, being adopted or rejected,
and each report shall include a statement sufficiently explicit to inform
the Senate of the effect of the report on the measure to which it relates.
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(3) Except when the Senate is voting on a proposition, reports of
conference committees shall always be in order.

4.6—Reference generally

(1) All bills, including those that are strictly local in nature, shall be
referred by the President to appropriate committees and standing sub-
committees. Any general appropriations bill, and—any appropriations
implementing bills, and approprlatlons conformlng b111 introduced by

the Budget Committee
Means may be placed on the calendar without reference.

(2) Bills received by the President during a regular session and
within three (3) weeks next preceding the convening of a regular session
shall be referred within seven (7) days. Upon failure of the President to
reference such bills within this limitation, they shall be referred to
committees as may be recommended by the introducer. In the event of
extended absence of the President or the President’s disability or in-
capacity, the President Pro Tempore shall assume the duty of referring
bills.

(3) When the Legislature is not in session, the President may change
or correct a bill reference. Notice shall be given to the Secretary ef-the
Senate and the bill introducer.

(4) If the President has not previously designated a standing sub-
committee of reference, the chair of the standing committee shall
promptly determine whether such measure shall initially be considered
by the standing fall committee, a standing subcommittee, or a select
subcommittee appointed by the chair. The chair, in referring a bill to a
subcommittee, shall specify the number of days available for con-
sideration and may, at any time, remove the bill from the referenced
subcommittee. If subreference is to a standing subcommittee, the chair
of the standing committee shall promptly report this reference and the
time allowed for consideration, or the removal of the bill from the re-
ferenced subcommittee, to the Secretary ef-the—Senate on forms pre-
scribed by the Secretary.

(5) Bi tewe
Gemmi%tee—eﬂ—Rules— The review of a b111 that appears to be local in
nature shall be performed by the Rules Committee en—Rules to de-
termine whether such measure is local in nature for reference purposes
and whether it responds to the legal requirements of a local bill.

(6) A bill is local in nature for referencing purposes if it does not
substantially alter a law of general application throughout the state and
it either affects no more than one (1) county or relates to a special district
that is located wholly within no more than two (2) counties.

(7) When the Rules Committee enRules, through staff review ana-
lysis, has determined that the bill is not local in nature for referencing
purposes, the committee shall report such determination to the Pre-
sident efthe-Senate, who shall refer such bill to an appropriate standing
committee for hearing. Such report shall be made within fifteen (15)
legislative days from date of receipt by the Rules Committee enRules.
When the Rules Committee enRules, through staff review analysis, has
determined that a bill is local in nature for referencing purposes and that
it responds to the legal requirements of a local bill, the bill shall be
available for the calendar on local bills notwithstanding Rule 4.3(5).

4.7—Reference to more than one committee; effect

(1) In case of multiple reference of a bill, it shall be considered by
each committee separately in the order in which the multiple reference
is made. However, if any committee to which the bill is referred makes
an unfavorable report on said bill, that report shall be filed with the
Senate and no further consideration given by other committees except by
a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present.

(2) If a committee reports a bill favorably with committee substitute
or with any amendment which substantially amends the bill, the Pre-
sident may change or correct the reference of the reported bill. This Rule
does not apply to a bill reported by a subcommittee unless the bill has
been withdrawn from the standing committee Notice shall be given to
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4.8—Review and reference of bills affecting appropriations,
revenue, retirement, or county or municipal spending

All bills authorizing or substantially affecting appropriations or tax
revenue shall be reviewed by the appropriate revenue or appropriations
committee. All bills substantially affecting a state-funded or state-ad-
ministered retirement system shall be reviewed by the Governmental
Oversight and Accountability Committee en—Gevernmental-Oversight
and-Aeeountability. All bills which are affected by the provisions of Ar-
ticle VII, Section 18 of the State Constitution shall be reviewed by the
Commumtv Affairs Committee en—CommunityAffairs. A bill that is
amended to substantially affect appropriations or tax revenue, a state
retirement program, or expenditures or revenues as set forth in Article
VII, Section 18 of the State Constitution may, before being placed before
the Senate for final passage, be referred by the President along with all
amendments to the appropriate revenue or appropriations committee.

4.81—Claim bills

(1) Claim bills are of two (2) types: excess judgment claims filed
pursuant to section 768.28(5), Florida Statutes, and equitable claims
filed without an underlying excess judgment.

(2) All claim bills shall be filed with the Secretary efthe-Senate on or
before August 1 in order to be considered by the Senate during the next
regular session, except that Senators members elected to the Senate
during a general election or a special general election may have sixty-
two (62) sixty(60) days from the date of that election to file a claim bill
billts). Senators currently serving who are re-elected during a general
election are not subject to the immediately preceding provision relating
to sixty-two (62) sixty60) days. A motion to introduce a claim bill not-
withstanding the claim bill filing deadline, shall be referred to the Rules
Committee enRules for a hearing and a determination as to the ex-
istence of an emergency reasonably compelling consideration of a claim
bill notwithstanding the claim bill filing deadline. A House claim bill
which does not have a Senate companion claim bill timely filed under
this Rule shall not be considered by the Senate. Any motion to consider a
House claim bill which does not have a timely-filed Senate companion
bill shall be referred to the Rules Committee enRules for a hearing and a
determination as to the existence of an emergency reasonably compel-
ling consideration of a claim bill notwithstanding the claim bill filing
deadline. The determination by the Rules Committee enRules shall be
reported back to the Senate. Upon a determination by the committee
that an emergency does exist, the motion may be considered by the
Senate and must be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators
present.

(3) Ifthe President determines that a de novo hearing is necessary to
determine liability, proximate cause, and damages, a Special Master
shall conduct such hearing pursuant to reasonable notice. Discovery
procedures shall be governed by the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure and
the Florida Evidence Code, as applicable. The Special Master shall ad-
minister an oath to all witnesses, accept relevant documentary and
tangible evidence properly offered, record the proceedings, and prepare a
final report containing findings of fact, conclusions of law, and re-
commendations. The report shall be signed by the Special Master who
shall be available, in person, to explain his or her report to the com-
mittees and to the Senate.

(4) All claim bills shall be referred by the President to one (1) or more
committees for review. On receipt of the Special Master’s report and
recommendations, if any, the Secretary shall, upon the President’s re-
ference, deliver each claim bill with the report attached, to the com-
mittee or committees of reference.

(5) Stipulations entered into by the parties are not binding on the
Special Master, the Senate, or its committees.

(6) The hearing and consideration of a claim bill shall be held in
abeyance until all available administrative and judicial remedies have
been exhausted; except that the hearing and consideration of a claim
that is still within the judicial or administrative systems may proceed
where the parties have executed a written settlement agreement. This
subsection does not apply to a bill which relates to a claim of wrongful
incarceration.
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4.9—Reference of resolutions

All resolutions shall be referred by the President to a standing com-
mittee, except resolutions on Senate organization, resolutions of con-
dolence and commemoration that are of a statewide nonpolitical sig-
nificance, or concurrent resolutions recalling a bill from the Governor’s
office, setting Joint Rules of the Legislature, extending a session of the
Legislature, or setting an effective date for a bill passed over the Gov-
ernor’s veto. These may be considered on motion and adopted at time of
introduction without reference, except that resolutions of condolence or
commemoration that are of a statewide nonpolitical significance; may be
shown as introduced, read, and adopted by publication in full in the
Journal. A joint resolution setting an effective date for a bill passed over
the Governor’s veto may be considered on motion and introduced without
reference.

4.10—Reference to different committee or removal

When the President has referred a bill, the Rules Chair ef-a-pelieyand
steeringecommittee may move for reference to a different committee or
for removal from any committee withinthat-pelieyand steeringeom-
mittee’s-grouping after the introducer of the bill has filed a request with
the Rules Chair signed by the chair of the affected committee, the Rules
Chair ef-thatpeliey—and steering-ecommittee, and the President. This
motion may be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators
present.

4.11—Papers of miscellaneous nature

Papers of a miscellaneous nature addressed to the Senate may, at the
discretion of the President, be read, noted in the Journal, or filed with an
appropriate committee. When there is a demand to read a paper other
than one on which the Senate is called to give a final vote and the same
is objected to by any Senator, it shall be determined by a majority vote of
those Senators present.

4.12—Reading of bills and joint resolutions

Each bill or joint resolution shall receive three (3) separate readings on
three (3) separate days previous to a vote on final passage unless decided
otherwise by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present as pro-
vided in Article III, Section 7 of the State Constitution.

4.13—Reading of concurrent resolutions and memorials

(1) Each concurrent resolution or memorial shall receive two (2) se-
parate readings by title on two (2) separate days previous to a voice vote
on adoption, unless decided otherwise by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those

Senators present H—Ehe—fe&dmg—eﬂ—bhe—seeeﬁd—(%ﬂd—)—dﬂy—}s—d-}speﬂsed

(2) Concurrent resolutions used to recall a bill from the Governor’s
office, used—te adopt Joint Rules of the Legislature, used—te extend a
session of the Legislature, or te set an effective date for a bill passed over
the Governor’s veto are exempt from the provisions of this Rule and may
be introduced, read the first and second time, and adopted on the same
day.

4.14—Reading of Senate resolutions

On introduction each Senate resolution shall be read two (2) times by
title only and-shallbe-read-an-additional-timeinfull before the question
is put on adoption by voice vote, except that resolutions of condolence or
commemoration that are of a statewide nonpolitical significance may be
shown as introduced, read, and adopted by publication in full in the
Journal.

4.15—Referral or postponement on third (3rd) reading

On the third (3rd) reading of a bill or joint resolution, it shall not be
referred or committed (except as provided under Rule 4.8) or amended
(except a corrective or title amendment) except by a two-thirds (2/3) vote
of those Senators present, nor shall the vote on passage be postponed to
a day certain without the consent of a majority of those Senators present.
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4.16—Consideration out of regular order

A Dill shall be considered out of regular order on the calendar on
unanimous consent of those Senators present obtained in the following
manner: Prior to the consideration of the motion, the Senator moving for
unanimous consent of those Senators present shall orally give the
membership not fewer less than fifteen (15) minutes’ notice of his or her
intention to move and shall specify the number of the bill and its position
on the calendar. On entertainment of the motion, the moving Senator
shall be allowed one (1) minute to explain his or her purpose, and
unanimous consent of those Senators present shall be given or refused
without further debate.

4.17—Special Order Calendar; Consent Calendar

(1) Commencing fifteen (15) days prior to a regular session of the
Legislature permitted under the State Constitution; and continuing
through any extension permitted under the State Constitution, a Ca-
lendar Group, consisting of the Rules Chair, Rules Vice Chair, Majority
Leader, Minority Leader, two (2) members of the Rules Committee de-
signated by the President, and one (1) member of the Rules Committee
designated by the Minority Leader, shall submit a Special Order Ca-

lendar determining the list of bills for consideration by the Senate. The
President shall determlne the order of such bills on the Spemal Order
Calendar : o COm

(2)3) Except for a Special Order Calendar submitted for the first
(1st) or second (2nd) day of a regular session, each Special Order Ca-
lendar shall be for the second (2nd) succeeding legislative day on which
the Senate meets, and this calendar may include bills that had been
scheduled for Special Order on the previous legislative day. No other
bills shall be considered until this Special Order Calendar has been
completed by the Senate, except that any bill appearing on this calendar
may be stricken by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present or
any bill appearing on the general calendar of bills on second (2nd) ex
third3rd) reading may be added to the end of the Special Order Ca-
lendar by the same vote. All bills set as Special Order for consideration
at the same hour shall take precedence in the order in which they were
given preference.

(34 A two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present shall be re-
quired to establish a Special Order except as provided in this Rule.
Notice of date, time, and place for the establishment of the Special Order
Calendars shall be published in a Senate calendar; provided, during the
last ten (10) days of each regular session notice of date, time, and place
may be given by announcement from the floor.

(4)5) The Rules Chair efthe-Committee-onRules, with the approval
of the President, may submit a Consent Calendar, to be held in con-
junction with the Special Order Calendars. When such a day is desig-
nated, all bills appearing on the Consent Calendar shall be considered in
their order of appearance. Amendments shall be limited to accompany-
ing committee amendments, noncontroversial and technical amend-
ments, and amendments required to conform a House companion bill to
the Senate bill. However, if an objection by any Senator member shall
cause such bill to be temporarily postponed, it retains its order on the
regular calendar. All Consent Calendar bills must have appeared on the
printed Senate calendar.

4.18—Local Bill Calendar

Local bills shall be disposed of according to the calendar of bills of a
local nature and shall be considered only at such time as determined by
the Rules Chair ef-the-Committee-onRules and approved by the Pre-
sident. Any member of the delegation for the local area affected by a bill
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on the Local Bill Calendar may request that the bill be removed from
such calendar.

4.19—Order after second (2nd) reading

The order of disposition of a Senate bill that has been read the second
(2nd) time and amended shall be its reference to the engrossing clerk to
be engrossed after all questions relative to it while on second (2nd)
reading have been disposed of, and the same shall be immediately en-
grossed and placed on the calendar of bills on third (3rd) reading to be
considered on a seme succeeding legislative day. No bill shall be com-
mitted to the engrossing clerk or placed on the calendar of bills on third
(8rd) reading unless all motions relative to it and placed, by the Pre-
sident, before the Senate have been disposed of. Amendments filed with
the Secretary, the adoption of which have not been formally moved, shall
not be construed to be pending so as to deter such advancement. A bill
shall be available for its third (3rd) reading when it has been read a
second (2nd) time on a previous day and no motion left pending. Bills
calendared for second (2nd) or third (3rd) reading shall not be considered
on such reading until reached on the calendar and appropriately read to

the Senate as directed by pursuant-te-erdereof the President.
4.20—Enrolling

The Secretary ef the-Senate shall be responsible for the enrolling of all
bills. After enrollment, all bills shall be signed by the President and the
Secretary and the enrolling report shall be published in the Journal.

4.21—Veto messages

As required by Article III, Section 8 of the State Constitution, if the
originating house votes to re-enact a vetoed measure, whether in a
regular or special session, and the other house does not consider or fails
to re-enact the vetoed measure, no further consideration by either house
at any subsequent session may be taken. If a vetoed measure is pre-
sented at a special session and the originating house does not consider it,
the measure will be available for consideration at any intervening spe-
cial session and until the end of the next regular session. All veto mes-
sages shall be referred to the Rules Committee enRules.

RULE FIVE
VOTING
5.1—Taking the yeas and nays

The President shall declare all votes, but, if five (5) Senators im-
mediately question a voice vote by a show of hands, the President shall
take the vote by yeas and nays or electronic roll call. When taking yeas
and nays on any question, the electronic roll call system may be used and
shall have the force and effect of a roll call taken as provided in these
Rules. Also, this system may be used to determine the presence of a
quorum. When the Senate is ready to vote on a question requiring roll
call and the vote is by electronic roll call, the President shall state: “The
Secretary will unlock the board maehine and Senators prepare to vote.”
When sufficient time has elapsed for each Senator to vote, the President
shall say: “Have all voted?” And, after a short pause, shall state: “The
Secretary shall now lock the board maehine and record the vote.” When
the vote is completely recorded, the President shall announce the result
to the Senate; and the Secretary shall enter in the Journal the result.
When the Senate is equally divided, the question shall be lost.

5.2—Change of vote

(1) After the result of the vote has been announced by the President,
a Senator with unanimous consent of those Senators present may
change his or her vote or vote on the matter measure except that no such
change of vote or vote shall be valid where such vote would alter the final
passage of the matter measure until the matter measure shall first have
been recalled to the Senate for further consideration. Records of such
requests shall be available at the Secretary’s desk through the session. If
no objections are raised before the close of the business that day, re-
quests will be accepted.

(2) The original roll call shall not be altered, but late votes and
change of votes shall be recorded under the original roll call in the
Journal. On request of a Senator before considering other business, the
President shall order a verification of a vote.
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(3) A Senator who was not present for a daily session of the Senate or
who was present but did not provide a vote record to the Secretary before
the close of business that day, may provide to the Secretary an indication
of vote preference. This indication shall be included in a dedicated sec-
tion of the next Journal published after the Secretary receives the in-
dication. An indication of vote preference will not be accepted if the
indication would have, if recorded, altered the vote.

5.3—Casting vote for another

No Senator shall cast a vote for another Senator unless the Senator is
present in the Chamber area and requests the casting of said vote, nor
shall a person not a Senator cast a vote for a Senator. In addition to such
penalties as may be prescribed by law, a Senator who shall without such
authorization vote or attempt to vote for another Senator may be pun-
ished as the Senate may deem proper. Also, a person not a Senator who
shall vote in the place of a Senator shall be excluded from the Chamber
for the remainder of the session.

5.4—Pairing

(1) Pairing, a type of absentee voting by which a Senator who is
excused from attendance agrees with a Senator who would have voted
opposite the excused Senator, shall be permitted.

(2) The Senator in attendance shall not vote in the electronic roll call.

(3) The pair vote form prescribed by the Secretary shall be used and
shall:
(a) State the matter bill to which the pair applies,
(b) Indicate how both Senators would have voted,
(c) Be filed with the Secretary and announced prior to the vote,
and
(d) Be recorded in the Journal.

5.5—Explanation of vote

No Senator shall be permitted to explain his or her vote during a roll
call but may submit his or her explanation in writing and file it with the
Secretary. This explanation shall be entered in the Journal.

5.6—Election by ballot

In all cases of ballot, a majority of the votes cast shall be necessary to
an election. If, however, no one is elected on the first three (3) ballots, the
names after the top two (2) in number of votes received on the third (3rd)
tally shall be dropped, and the Senate shall ballot on the two (2) names
remaining.

RULE SIX
MOTIONS AND PRECEDENCE

6.1—Motions; how made, withdrawn

Every motion may be made orally. On request of the President, a
Senator shall submit his or her motion in writing. After a motion has
been stated or read by the President, it shall be deemed to be in pos-
session of the Senate and, without a second, shall be disposed of by vote
of the Senate. The mover may withdraw a motion, except a motion to
reconsider, as hereinafter provided, at any time before the same has
been amended or before the vote shall have commenced.

6.2—Motions; precedence

(1) When a question is under debate, the President shall receive no
motion except:
(a) To adjourn
1. Instanter
2. At a time certain
(b) Recess to a later day

(0¥  Questions of privilege

(d)¥e) To take a recess

(e} To proceed to the consideration of executive business
(f%e)  To reconsider

(@  To limit debate

(h¥gy To temporarily postpone

(1))  To postpone to a day certain
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[E3] To commit to the Committee of the Whole
(k)§ To commit to a standing committee

WM&  To commit to a select committee

@) To amend

(¥ To postpone indefinitely

which shall have precedence in the descending order given. A motion to
discharge Senate conferees and to appoint or instruct said conferees as
set forth in Rule 2.19 is a motion of the highest privilege and this motion
shall have precedence over all other questions except motions to adjourn
and questions of privilege.

(2) The President shall present prepeund all questions in the order in
which they are moved unless the subsequent motion is be previous in
nature.

(3) When a motion is under consideration, but prior to the com-
mencement of the vote, a substitute motion shall be in order. Only one
(1) substitute shall be considered and the substitute shall be in the same
order of precedence.

6.3—Division of question

A Senator may move eall for a division of a question when the sense
will admit of it. A motion to delete and insert shall be deemed indivisible;
a motion to delete, being lost, shall neither preclude amendment nor a
motion to delete and insert.

6.4—Reconsideration generally

(1) When a main question (the vote on passage of a measure, in-
cluding a vote on a veto message, confirmation of executive appoint-
ments, removal or suspension from office) has been decided by the
Senate, a Senator voting with the prevailing side may move for re-
consideration of the question on the same or the next legislative day on
which the Senate meets.

(a) If the question has been decided by voice vote, any Senator
may so move.

(b) When a majority of those Senators present vote in the af-
firmative on the question but the proposition be lost because
it is one in which the concurrence of more than a majority of
those Senators present is necessary for adoption or passage,
any Senator may move for reconsideration.

(2) Such motion may be made prior to or pending a motion to recess

to a later day or adjourn er-ifi .

(a) Consideration of a motion to reconsider shall be a special
and continuing order of business for the Senate when it next
meets on a legislative day succeeding that on which the
motion was made and, unless considered on said day, shall
be considered abandoned. If the Senate shall refuse to re-
consider or, on reconsideration, shall confirm its first deci-
sion, no further motion to reconsider shall be in order except
on unanimous consent of those Senators present.

(b) During the last five (5) days of a regular session, a motion to
reconsider shall be made and considered on the same day.

6.5—Reconsideration; vote required

The affirmative votes of a majority of those Senators present shall be
required to adopt a motion to reconsider.

6.6—Reconsideration; debate

Debate shall be allowed on a motion to reconsider only when the
question which it is proposed to reconsider is debatable. When the
question is debatable, no Senator shall speak thereon more than once
nor longer than five (5) minutes.

6.7—Reconsideration; collateral matters and procedural motions

A motion to reconsider a collateral matter must be disposed of during
the course of the consideration of the main subject to which it is related,
and such motion shall be out of order after the Senate has passed to
other business. Reconsideration of a procedural motion shall be con-
sidered on the same day on which it is made.
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6.8—Reconsideration; Secretary to hold for period

The Secretary shall hold all bills for the period after passage during
which reconsideration may be moved. The adoption of any motion to
waive the Rules by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present and
immediately certify any bill to the House shall be construed as releasing
the measure from the Secretary’s possession for the period of re-
consideration and shall, thereafter, preclude reconsideration. During the
last five (5) calendar days allowed under the State Constitution for a
regular session and during any extensions thereof, or during any special
session, the bills shall be immediately transmitted to the House. Mes-
sages relating to Senate action on House amendments or to conference
committee reports shall be transmitted forthwith.

6.9—Motion to indefinitely postpone

The adoption of a motion to indefinitely postpone a measure shall
dispose of it for the duration of the legislative session and all extensions
thereof. A motion to postpone consideration to a time beyond the last day
allowed under the State Constitution for the current legislative session
shall be construed as a motion to indefinitely postpone. Motions to in-
definitely postpone shall not be applicable to collateral matters.

6.10—Committee substitute; withdrawn

Once a bill has been reported as a committee substitute, it may be
withdrawn from further consideration only by motion of the introducer
and unanimous consent of the Senate.

RULE SEVEN
AMENDMENTS
7.1—General form; notice; manner of consideration

(1) No amendment to a bill on any Senate calendar shall be con-
sidered by the Senate unless the amendment was prepared in proper
form and filed with the Secretary efthe-Senate no later than 5:00 p.m.
the day prior to the day that session was called to order. Copies of such
amendments shall be made reasonably available by the Secretary ef-the
Senate before the session, upon request, to the Senators members and to
the public. The consideration of all amendments not timely filed in ac-
cordance with this rule, requires a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators
present.

(2) Amendments shall be filed with the Secretary on forms pre-
scribed by the Secretary but shall be considered only after sponsors gain
recognition from the President to move their adoption, except that the
chair of the committee (or, in the chair’s absence, the vice chair or any
member thereof) reporting the measure under consideration shall have
preference for the presentation of committee amendments. An amend-
ment shall be deemed pending only after its sponsor has been recognized
by the President and has moved its adoption. Amendments that have
been filed with the Secretary efthe-Senate but have not been formally
moved for adoption shall not be deemed to be pending.

(3) No proposition on a subject different from that under considera-
tion shall be admitted in the form undereelor of an amendment. The
following bills are out of order and shall not be admitted or considered in
the form under—eolor of an amendment to a bill on the calendar and
under consideration by the Senate:

(a) Bills which have received an unfavorable committee report.

(b) Bills which have been withdrawn from further consideration
by the introducer.

(c) Bills the substance of which have not been reported favor-
ably by all committees of reference.

(d) Bills which have not been published at least one (1) legis-
lative day under Bills on Second Reading in the Senate ca-
lendar.

Amendments covered by this Rule shall be substantially the same and
identical as to specific intent and purpose as the measure residing in the
committee or committees of reference.

7.2—Adoption

(1) On second (2nd) reading, amendments may be adopted by a
majority vote of those Senators present.
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(2) On third (3rd) reading, amendments and amendments to
amendments, including substitute amendments and amendments to the
substitute, shall be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators
present. Amendments to the title or corrective amendments may be
decided, without debate, by a majority vote of those Senators present on
third (3rd) reading.

7.3—Sequence of amendments to amendments

(1) An amendment to a pending amendment may be received, but
until it is disposed of, no other motion to amend will be in order, except a
substitute amendment or an amendment to the substitute. Such
amendments are to be disposed of in the following order:

(a) Amendments to the amendment are acted on before the
substitute is taken up. Only one (1) amendment to the
amendment is in order.

(b) Amendments to the substitute are next voted on.

(¢) The substitute then is voted on.

(2) The adoption of a substitute amendment in lieu of an original
amendment shall be treated and considered as an amendment to the bill
itself.

(8) The following amendments are out of order:
(a) A substitute amendment for an amendment to an amend-
ment.
(b) A substitute amendment for an amendment to a substitute.

7.4—Deleting everything after enacting clause

A proposal to delete everything after the enacting clause of a bill, or
the resolving clause of a resolution, and insert new language matter of
the same general subject as stated in the original title shall be deemed
proper and germane and shall be treated as an amendment.

7.5—Amendment by section

The adoption of an amendment to a section shall not preclude further
amendment of that section. If a bill is being considered section by section
or item by item, only amendments to the section or item under con-
sideration shall be in order. The President, in recognizing Senators for
the purpose of moving the adoption of amendments, shall endeavor to
cause all amendments to section 1 to be considered first, then all those in
section 2, and so on. After all sections have been considered separately,
the entire bill shall be open for amendment.

7.6—Printing in Journal

All amendments taken up by the Senate unless withdrawn shall be
printed in the Journal except that an amendment to the general ap-
propriations bill constituting an entirely new bill shall not be printed
until the filing of the conference committee report. All item amendments
to the general appropriations bill shall be printed.

7.7—Senate amendments to House bills

A House bill may be amended in the same manner as a Senate bill. If a
House bill is amended, the same shall be noted by the Secretary on the
jacket before it is transmitted reperted to the House.

7.8—House amendments to Senate bills

(1) After the reading of a House amendment to a Senate bill, the
Senate may:
(a) Amend the House amendment,
(b) Concur in the House amendment,
(¢c) Refuse to concur in the House amendment and ask the
House to recede, or
(d) Request a conference committee.

(2) The adoption of any of the foregoing motions shall be by majority
vote of those Senators present.

7.9—House refusal to concur in Senate amendment

(1) If the House shall refuse to concur in a Senate amendment to a
House bill, the Senate may:
(a) Recede,
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(b) Insist that the House concur and request a conference com-
mittee, or
(c) Insist that the House concur.

(2) The adoption of any of the foregoing motions shall be by majority
vote of those Senators present.

RULE EIGHT
DECORUM AND DEBATE
8.1—Decorum and debate

When a Senator desires to speak or present deliver a matter to the
Senate, the Senator shall rise at his or her seat and address himself or
herself to “Mr. or Madam President;” and, on being recognized, may
address the Senate from his or her desk or from the well of the Senate;
and shall confine any remarks to the question under debate, avoiding
personality. A Senator shall not address or refer to another Senator by
his or her first name. A Senator shall use the appellation of “Senator” or
such appellation and the district number of the Senator being addressed,
or a Senator may also use such appellation and the surname of the
Senator referred to or addressed.

8.2—Presiding officer’s power of recognition

When two (2) or more Senators rise at once, the presiding officer shall
recognize name the Senator who is to speak first to-be-recognized.

8.3—Interruptions; when allowed

(1) No Senator shall be interrupted by another without the consent of
the Senator who has the floor, except by:

(a) Rising to a question of privilege;

(b) Rising to a point of order requiring an immediate ruling;

(c) Rising to appeal a decision of the presiding officer concern-
ing a point of order (if the appeal is made immediately fol-
lowing the decision);

(d) Rising to make a parliamentary inquiry requiring an im-
mediate reply; or

(e) Rising to question the existence of a quorum.

(2) The presiding officer shall strictly enforce this Rule.
8.4—Senator speaking, rights

(1) When a Senator is speaking and another Senator interrupts to
request recognition, the presiding officer may permit the person rising to
state why he or she desires the floor. If the question the Senator desires
to raise is entitled to precedence, the Senator originally speaking shall
relinquish the floor until the question having precedence is disposed of.
The Senator then is entitled to resume the floor.

(2) The Senator making a debatable motion or the introducer of a bill
shall have five (5) minutes in order to close debate.

8.5—Limit on speaking

No Senator shall speak longer than thirty (30) minutes without
yielding the floor, except by consent of a majority of those Senators
present.

8.6—Limitation on debate

When a matter measure is under debate by the Senate, a Senator may
move to limit debate, and such motion shall be decided without debate,
except the introducer of the matter efthe-measure shall have five (5)
minutes to discuss said motion. If, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those
Senators present, the question is decided in the affirmative, debate shall
be limited accordingly.

8.7—Points of order, parliamentary inquiry, definitions

A point of order is the parliamentary device that is used to require a
deliberative body to observe its own rules and to follow established
parliamentary practice. A parliamentary inquiry is the device for ob-
taining a predetermination of a rule or a clarification thereof and may be
presented in hypothetical form.
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8.8—Questioning decision not to abstain

A point of order questioning the decision of a Senator not to abstain
from voting on account of a conflict of interest may be raised after the
vote has been recorded and before the result is announced.

8.9—Appeals

Taking exception to a ruling of a presiding officer shall be by appeal.
An appeal from a decision of the presiding officer must be made promptly
before debate has concluded or other business has intervened. A point of
order on any other question is not in order while an appeal is pending,
but a point of order relating to the appeal may be raised; and, if the
determination of the appeal is dependent on this point, it may be decided
by the presiding officer. This second (2nd) decision is also subject to
appeal.

8.10—Appeals, debatable

An appeal from a decision of the presiding officer on a point of order is
debatable even though the question from which it arose was not deba-
table.

8.11—Questions of privilege

(1) Questions of privilege shall be:
(a) Those affecting the rights of the Senate collectively, its
safety, dignity, and the integrity of its proceedings; and
(b) The rights, reputation, and conduct of Senators individually,
in their representative capacity only.

(2) These shall have precedence over all other questions except mo-

tions to recess to a later day or adjourn. The-gquestionshall-net-bere-
eognized-during-the-debate—on—abill: A question of privilege affecting

either house collectively takes precedence over a question of privilege
affecting an individual Senator member.

RULE NINE
LOBBYING
9.1—Those required to register

All persons (except those specifically exempted) who seek to encourage
the passage, defeat, or modification of legislation in the Senate or before
its committees shall, before engaging in such activity, register as pre-
scribed by law and the Joint Rules of the Florida Legislature.

9.2—Obligations of lobbyist

(1) A lobbyist shall supply facts, information, and opinions of prin-
cipals to legislators from the point of view from which he or she openly
declares. A lobbyist shall not offer or propose anything to improperly
influence the official act, decision, or vote of a legislator.

(2) A lobbyist, by personal example and admonition to colleagues,
shall uphold the honor of the legislative process by the integrity of his or
her relationship with legislators.

(3) Alobbyist shall not knowingly and willfully falsify a material fact
or make any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation
or make or use any writing or document knowing the same contains any
false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or entry.

9.3—Lobbyists’ requirements

A lobbyist shall adhere to the statutory requirements for lobbyists
provided by law and the Joint Rules.

9.35—Contributions during sessions

During a regular legislative session, and during an extended or special
session as further provided for in Rule 1.361(2), a lobbyist may not di-
rectly or indirectly contribute to a Senator’s own campaign, or to any
organization that is registered, or should have been registered, with the
Rules Committee enRules pursuant to Rule 1.361(3).
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9.4—Advisory opinions

(1) A lobbyist, when in doubt about the applicability and inter-
pretation of Rule Nine (9) in a particular context, may submit in writing
a statement of the facts involved to the Rules Committee enRules and
may appear in person before said committee.

(2) The Rules Committee enRules may render advisory opinions to
any lobbyist who seeks advice as to whether or not the facts in a parti-
cular case will constitute a violation of these Rules. All opinions shall
delete names and be numbered, dated, and published in the Journal ef
the-Senate.

9.5—Compilation of opinions

The Secretary ef-the-Senate shall keep a compilation of all advisory
opinions of the Rules Committee enRules.

9.6—Violations; investigations, penalties

(1) Any person may file a sworn complaint with the Rules Chair ef
the-Committee-onRules alleging a violation of the Rules regulating the
conduct and ethics of lobbyists. The complaint shall be based on personal
knowledge, shall state detailed facts, shall specify the actions of the
named lobbyist which form the basis for the complaint, and shall identify
the specific Rule(s) alleged by the complainant to have been violated by
the lobbyist. Upon a determination by the Rules Chair efthe-Committee
enRules that the complaint states facts supporting a finding of probable
cause, the complaint shall be referred to a special master. Upon a de-
termination by the chair that the complaint fails to state facts sup-
porting a finding of probable cause, the complaint shall be dismissed.
The special master shall conduct an investigation, shall give reasonable
notice to the lobbyist who is alleged to have violated the Rules and shall
grant the lobbyist an opportunity to be heard unless the investigation
fails to reveal facts supporting a finding of probable cause. A special
master’s report and recommendation is advisory only and shall be pre-
sented to the chair as soon as practicable after the close of the in-
vestigation. If the special master’s report and recommendation conclude
that the facts do not support a finding of probable cause, the complaint
shall be dismissed by the Rules Chair. If the complaint is not dismissed,
the Rules Committee enRules shall consider the special master’s report
and recommendation, shall grant the lobbyist an opportunity to be
heard, and shall develop its own recommendation. If the Rules Com-
mittee enRules votes to dismiss the complaint, the Rules Chair shall
dismiss the complaint. Otherwise, the special master’s report and re-
commendation and the recommendation of the Rules Committee en
Rules shall be presented to the President. The President shall present
the committee’s recommendation, along with the special master’s report
and recommendation, to the Senate for final action.

(2) Separately from any prosecutions or penalties otherwise provided
by law, any person determined to have violated the requirements of this
Rule shall be censured, reprimanded, placed on probation, or prohibited
from lobbying for the duration of the session and from appearing before
any Senate committee efthe-Senate. Such determination shall be made
by a majority vote of the Senate, on recommendation of the Rules
Committee enRules.

9.7—Committees to be diligent

Committees shall be diligent to ascertain whether those who appear
before them, in other than an obviously individual capacity, have con-
formed with the requirements of Rule Nine (9), the Joint Rules, and the
Laws of Florida, and shall report violations. No committee member shall
knowingly permit an unregistered lobbyist to be heard.

9.8—Lobbyist expenditures and compensation

Chapter 2005-359, Laws of Florida, amends existing provisions of the
law relating to legislative lobbying at the state level in Florida and adds
new and substantial obligations, prohibitions, and requirements.

This Rule provides assistance to persons seeking to comply with the
letter and spirit of the new law as it applies in the legislative context by
refining the law and providing Interim Lobbying Guidelines and an-
swers to 25 Frequently Asked Questions. It also is intended to provide
guidance to the legislative committees that will participate in enforcing
the new law.
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Part One of the Guidelines refines and applies the new prohibition,
with ten clearly-stated exceptions, so that Senators members and Senate
employees ef-the-Senate can no longer directly or indirectly take any
“expenditure” from a lobbyist or principal in either the public or private
sector.

Part Two of the Guidelines refines and applies the underlying core
requirement that “lobbying firms” must publicly disclose the compen-
sation they receive for lobbying activities, and does so in a way that is
narrowly-tailored, furthers the state’s compelling governmental interest
in regulating legislative lobbying at the state level, and employs the
least intrusive means available to do so.

This Rule sets out general principles. Outcomes depend heavily on
underlying fact patterns that can vary greatly from case to case. Full
disclosure of the operative facts must be provided and considered before
a proper and correct answer can be derived.

A Senator member-of-the-Senate may request an informal advisory
opinion from the Senate General Counsel regarding the application of
the new law and this Rule to a specific situation, on which the legislator
may reasonably rely.

The houses of the Legislature are responsible for the administration
and enforcement of the legislative lobbying portions of the new law. The
legislative lobbying expenditure prohibitions are not part of the Florida
Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees. Neither the Florida
Commission on Ethics nor the Florida courts have jurisdiction to inter-
pret these internal matters of the Legislature.

Part One—Expenditures
(1) General Guidelines
a) The Expenditure Prohibition

The new law contains a prohibition against lobbyists and principals
making direct or indirect lobbying expenditures for legislators and leg-
islative employees. It provides:

[Nlo lobbyist or principal shall make, directly or indirectly, and no
member or employee of the Legislature shall knowingly accept, di-
rectly or indirectly, any expenditure.... (emphasis added).

The new expenditure prohibition applies only to expenditures made by
lobbyists and principals. It applies whether or not the lobbyist, principal,
legislator, or legislative employee is in Florida. Florida’s gift law, section
112.3148, Florida Statutes, continues to apply to gifts to legislators and
legislative employees from others.

Example: A legislator may accept a subscription to a newspaper or
periodical that is neither published by, nor paid for, nor provided by a
lobbyist or a principal.

Example: A legislator may not accept a free health screening or other
personal service provided on behalf of an association that is a principal.

Example: A legislator may, as either a member or an invited guest,
participate in meetings of, and partake of the food and beverage provided
by a civic organization if the organization is not a principal.

The practical effect of this law is to prohibit expenditures for at-
tempting to obtain the goodwill of a member or employee of the Legis-
lature, and it is not designed to prohibit expenditures made in at-
tempting to influence legislative action or non-action through oral or
written communication.

b) Definitions

“Expenditure” is defined, essentially, as anything of value made by a
lobbyist or principal for the purpose of lobbying.

“Lobbying,” in turn, means: (1) influencing or attempting to influence
legislative action through oral or written communication (“active lob-
bying”); or, (2) attempting to obtain the goodwill of a member or em-
ployee of the Legislature (“goodwill”).
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“Goodwill expenditure” is a gift, an entertainment, any food or bev-
erage, lodging, travel, or any other item or service of personal benefit to a
legislator or legislative employee.

Goodwill expenditures include contributions or donations from a lob-
byist or a principal to a charitable organization that is, directly or in-
directly, established by, organized by, operated primarily by, or con-
trolled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any combination
thereof.

A “lobbyist” is a person who is employed and receives payment, or who
contracts for economic consideration, for the purpose of lobbying, or a
person who is principally employed for governmental affairs by another
person or governmental entity to lobby on behalf of that other person or
governmental entity.

“Personal benefit” means a profit or gain pertaining to, directed to-
ward, or affecting a person.

A “principal” means the person, firm, corporation, or other entity that
has employed or retained a lobbyist. When an association has employed
or retained a lobbyist, the association is the principal; the individual
members of the association are not principals merely because of their
membership in the association.

¢) Honorarium-related Expenses

It is no longer permissible to accept from a lobbyist or principal, di-
rectly or indirectly, payment or reimbursement of expenses for travel,
food, lodging, or beverage, related to speaking engagements or other
honorarium-type events.

d) Indirect Expenditures

An indirect expenditure is an expenditure that is not made directly to
a legislator or legislative employee, but is made to another with the
purpose that the expenditure be used for the personal benefit of a leg-
islator or legislative employee.

The new expenditure prohibition expressly prohibits any lobbyist or
principal from directing prohibited lobbying expenditures through a
surrogate or through any person who by his or her actions or activities is
obligated to register as a lobbyist but has failed to do so. Third party
intermediaries, such as employees, members of associations and others,
cannot be used to make prohibited expenditures.

Where an item or service (anything of value) is provided to a person
other than a legislator or legislative employee by a lobbyist or principal
and the item or service or the benefit attributable to the item or service
ultimately is received by the legislator or employee, and where the item
or service is provided with the intent to benefit the legislator or em-
ployee, such item or service constitutes a prohibited indirect expenditure
to the legislator or employee.

Factors to be considered in determining whether a prohibited indirect
expenditure has been made are set out on the following page in the joint
functionality test:

TEST FOR DETERMINING LEGALITY
OF AN INDIRECT EXPENDITURE

(1) The existence or nonexistence of communications by the lobbyist
or principal indicating the lobbyist’s or principal’s intent to make or
convey the item or service, or a personal benefit attributable to the item
or service, to a legislator or employee rather than to the intervening
third person;

(2) The existence or nonexistence of communications by the inter-
vening third person indicating the intent to make or convey the lobby-
ist’s or principal’s item or service, or a personal benefit attributable to
the item or service, to a legislator or employee rather than to the third
person;

(3) The existence or nonexistence of any relationship between the
lobbyist or principal and the third person, independent of the relation-
ship between the lobbyist or principal and a legislator or employee, that
would motivate the transfer to the third person;
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(4) The existence or nonexistence of any relationship between the
third person and a legislator or employee that would motivate the
transfer;

(5) Whether the same or similar items or services have been or are
being provided to other persons having the same relationship to the
lobbyist or principal as the third person;

(6) Whether, under the circumstances, the third person had full and
independent decision-making authority to determine whether a legis-
lator or employee, or another, would receive the items or services, or a
personal benefit attributable to the items or services;

(7) Whether the third person was acting with the knowledge or
consent of, or under the direction of, the lobbyist or principal;

(8) Whether there were payments or the intention for any payments
or bookkeeping transactions between the third person and the lobbyist
or principal, reimbursing the third person for the items or services;

(9) The degree of ownership or control the lobbyist or principal had
over the third person; and,

(10) Whether a lobbyist or principal knew, or should have known,
that an item or service provided to a third-party would be used to provide
a personal benefit to a legislator or employee, such as for the funding of a
legislative reception or an event to be attended by legislators or em-
ployees.

The following examples illustrate some of the applications of the
foregoing indirect expenditure criteria:

Example 1: A law firm which lobbies the Legislature invites all of its
attorneys to attend a weekend retreat. The attorneys are encouraged to
bring their spouses or significant others at the firm’s expense. Legislator
C is married to an attorney in the firm and has been asked by her spouse
to attend the retreat. The lodging provided to Legislator C for the re-
treat, food and drink, firm t-shirts, and the like would be considered a
gift to her from her spouse and thus not a prohibited indirect ex-
penditure, because the firm’s invitation was extended to Legislator C’s
spouse by virtue of his employment with the firm.

Example 2: Legislator D hosts a fox hunt attended by legislators and
lobbyists. Lobbyists give money to a third person, who is not a legislator
or a legislative employee, to pay for the food and beverages which will be
served at the fox hunt. The third party orders and prepares the food and
beverages. The money provided to the third person by the lobbyists
would be a prohibited indirect expenditure to Legislator D, because it
was given with the intent of benefiting him and his guests at the fox
hunt.

Example 3: Legislator N and spouse have arranged to take a vacation
trip together. A legislative lobbyist meets with Legislator N’s spouse and
offers to pay for the spouse’s travel expenses. The lobbyist and Legislator
N’s spouse know each other only through the lobbyist’s involvement with
the legislator. This would constitute a prohibited indirect expenditure to
Legislator N under the new law.

e) Equal or Greater Compensation

An expenditure is not prohibited when equal or greater value is given
contemporaneously by the recipient to the donor.

Therefore, it is not an expenditure if:

1. The fair market value of the event, meeting, or other activity,
including any food, beverage, transportation, lodging or any other thing
of value, can readily be determined, and

2. The legislator or legislative employee pays his or her pro rata
share of the total fair market value to the person or organization hosting
the event contemporaneously with the time of attending or participating
in the event.

Thus, if a lobbyist or principal provides $35 worth of goods or services
to a legislator or legislative employee but the legislator or legislative
employee contemporaneously provides equal or greater consideration, the
lobbyist or principal has not provided anything of value, thus, there is no
“expenditure.”
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f) Valuation

The law is silent as to the valuation of goods and services. Fair market
value is the proper and applicable standard of valuation.

The retail price of an item or service is presumed to be its fair market
value so long as it is reasonable in relation to the value of the item or
service and the amount is not subsidized by a lobbyist or principal.

In valuing an expenditure, you may exclude the amount of additional
expenses that are regularly required as a condition precedent to the
donor’s eligibility to make the expenditure if the amount expended for
the condition precedent is primarily intended to be for a purpose other
than lobbying, and is either primarily for the benefit of the donor or is
paid to a charitable organization. Initiation fees and membership fees
are examples of additional expenses that are regularly required as
conditions precedent for eligibility to make an expenditure. Transpor-
tation expenses incurred to bring a member to an out-of-town event are
not.

Entrance fees, admission fees, or tickets are normally valued on the
face value or on a daily or per event basis. The portion of a ticket at-
tributable to a charitable contribution is not included in the value.
Conversely, if the ticket is subsidized by contributions of lobbyists or
principals, the pro rata subsidized amount must be attributed to the face
value.

A person providing transportation in a private automobile shall be
considered to be making an expenditure at the then-current statutory
reimbursement rate, which is currently 29 cents per mile. The value of
transportation provided in other private conveyances must be calculated
on its fair market value.

g) Exceptions
1. Relatives

A relative is an individual who is related to the member or employee
as father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first cousin,
nephew, niece, husband, wife, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law,
daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother,
stepson, stepdaughter, grandparent, grandchild, great grandchild, step
grandparent, step great grandparent, step grandchild, or step great
grandchild; any person who is engaged to be married to the member or
employee or who otherwise holds himself or herself out as or is generally
known as the person whom the member or employee intends to marry or
with whom the member or employee intends to form a household; or any
other natural person having the same legal residence as the member or
employee.

This definition of “relative” is taken from former Joint Rule 1.4(4)(b),
and has operated historically as an exception to the presumption that
things of value given to a legislator or employee by a lobbyist or principal
are intended for the purpose of engendering goodwill.

Example: A legislator is permitted to accept a Christmas gift from an
aunt, even if she is a lobbyist. The gift is not deemed an expenditure
made for the purpose of lobbying because of the family relationship be-
tween the donor and the donee.

2. Employment-related Compensation and Benefits

Salary, benefits, services, fees, commissions, gifts, or expenses asso-
ciated primarily with the recipient’s employment, business, or service as
an officer or director of a corporation or organization are not prohibited
expenditures so long as they are given in an amount commensurate with
other similarly situated employees, officers, or directors.

These sorts of expenditures are currently also excepted from the de-
finition of a gift in section 112.312(12)(b), Florida Statutes, and are a
necessary exception in order for many legislators to continue their em-
ployment or continue their service on boards and continue to serve in
Florida’s citizen Legislature.

Example: A legislator who is on the board of directors of an organi-
zation that has a lobbyist is nevertheless permitted to partake of food
and beverage provided to the board members by the organization at its
board meetings.
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3. Political Organizations and Entities

An expenditure does not include contributions or expenditures re-
ported pursuant to chapter 106, Florida Statutes, or its federal law
counterpart; campaign-related personal services provided without com-
pensation by individuals volunteering their time; any other contribution
or expenditure made by a chapter 106 entity such as a candidate cam-
paign, political committee, organization making electioneering commu-
nications, political party, or committee of continuous existence; or an
entity qualified under section 501(c)(4) or section 527 of the Internal
Revenue Code.

Members are cautioned that these organizations or entities may not be
used as a vehicle for skirting the new lobbying expenditure law. To the
extent that funds come from lobbyists or principals, one should exercise
great care that the expenditures are legal and appropriate for that
particular organization or entity.

4. Communications Expenses

The expenditure prohibitions in the new law do not reach ex-
penditures made by a lobbyist or principal for items such as “media
advertising,” “publications,” “communications,” and “research.”

Expenditures for researching, gathering, collating, organizing, pro-
viding, or disseminating information for the exclusive purpose of “active
lobbying” (influencing or attempting to influence legislative action
through oral or written communication) are necessary for Floridians to
be able to “instruct their representatives.”

5. Office and Personal Expenses of Lobbyists and Principals

“Office expenses” and personal expenses of the lobbyist or principal for
“travel,” “lodging,” and “food and beverages” as those items were defined
in former Joint Rule 1.4(4)(c) are exempt from the prohibition on lob-
bying expenditures. This category does not include any expenses for
legislators, legislative employees, or persons whose expenses would be
attributed to them.

6. Government to Government Expenditures

Real property or a facility owned or operated by a state or local public
agency or entity that is a lobbying principal, and transportation to, from,
and at the location provided by that agency or entity may, with the prior
approval of the respective state legislative presiding officer or his or her
designee, be used without payment, by a member, committee, or staff of
the Legislature for a public legislative purpose. Such purposes include
publicly noticed legislative committee meetings and site visits to op-
erations conducted by the public agency or entity. Allowable free uses
also specifically include legislative district offices and sub-offices and the
normally attendant utilities, parking, janitorial services, building
maintenance, and telecommunications equipment and services common
to a government building in which the office is located. Allowable free
use does not extend to sports or entertainment venues; does not include
food, beverages, or entertainment; and does not include free parking
privileges at any location other than a district office or sub-office.

7. Free and Open Public Events

Expenditures directly associated with events that are held within the
Capitol complex, out-of-doors or under temporary shelter, open to the
general public, widely and publicly noticed, free to all, not ticketed, and
for which equal and totally unobstructed access to the general public is
provided, are not prohibited expenditures made by lobbyists or princi-
pals, or when accepted by legislators or legislative employees.

Example: Atlas County, Florida is holding Atlas Day in the plaza
between the Capitol and the Historic Capitol. Lunch is served to all
comers. The event was widely publicized and access to the event and the
food and beverage is totally unobstructed. Legislators may partake as
well.

8. Regional and National Legislative Organizations

The prohibition does not apply to expenditures made directly or in-
directly by a state, regional, or national organization that promotes the
exchange of ideas between, or the professional development of, govern-
mental officials or employees, and whose membership is primarily
composed of elected or appointed public officials or staff to members of

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

33

that organization or to officials or staff of the Legislature. This exception
does not include extracurricular activities, entertainments, or items or
services provided at conferences that are paid for or provided by a lob-
byist or principal.

9. Monetary Value Impossible to Ascertain

The value of some items is truly impossible to quantify at the time of
the expenditure. Expenditures for which a monetary value is not as-
certainable at the time of the expenditure are not prohibited. Examples
are: appearing on a news show or having a feature article about a leg-
islator in a trade magazine or other medium, applause received by a
legislator at an event, obtaining priority seating in a crowded restaurant
or priority for obtaining services where there is an established queue, or
the pro-rata portion of a host’s monthly or annual membership in an
exclusive supper club.

10. Plaques and Certificates

The prohibition does not apply to personalized wall plaques, perso-
nalized photographs, or personalized certificates, that have no sub-
stantial inherent value other than recognizing the donee’s public, civic,
charitable, or professional service.

h) Effect of Other Laws and Rules

To the extent that an expenditure is excluded or exempt from the new
lobbying prohibition in section 11.045, Florida Statutes, it is still subject
to the restrictions and requirements in other statutes: most notably, the
gift law (section 112.3148, Florida Statutes) and the campaign finance
law (chapter 106, Florida Statutes).

(2) Frequently Asked Questions
LEGISLATIVE EVENTS/RECEPTIONS

1. Question: Can a county legislative delegation or delegation office
sponsor an annual event in Tallahassee on public grounds or in quarters
belonging to either the Senate or the House of Representatives (i.e.,
“Flavors of Hillsborough”)?

ANSWER: A county legislative delegation may host an annual event
in Tallahassee provided that no free food, beverages, or other personal
benefits to a legislator or legislative employee are paid for or provided by
a lobbyist or principal, either directly or indirectly.

Legislators and legislative staff may pay an amount established and
published by the delegation as the per-person cost of the event, or they
may “pop in” and not partake of any food, beverage, or other personal
benefit at the event. Alternatively, the delegation may make the event a
free, open public event as described in Paragraph 1.g)7. above.

2. Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee go up to the 22nd
floor of the Capitol and partake of free food and drink provided by an
organization hosting a luncheon or event at the Capitol?

ANSWER: It depends. Yes, provided the organization hosting the
event is not a principal and none of the food and beverages are paid for or
provided by a lobbyist or principal. Otherwise, the legislator or legisla-
tive employee could attend the event but could not partake of the free
food or beverages or they can pay the fair market value of what they
consume.

3. Question: Can “legislative days” that provide food, beverages, en-
tertainment, and other personal benefits to legislators or legislative em-
ployees during the session and are hosted by counties, cities, universities,
and others that employ a lobbyist continue?

ANSWER: “Legislative days” and other legislative events funded by
lobbyist or principal dollars may continue provided no free food, drink,
entertainment, or other personal benefit is provided to a legislator or
legislative employee, either directly or indirectly. Any such benefit would
be a prohibited goodwill expenditure.

Legislators and legislative staff may pay an amount established and
published by the sponsor as the per-person cost of the event, or they may
“pop in” and not partake of any food, beverage, or other personal benefit
at the event. Alternatively, the sponsor may make the event a free, open
public event as described in Paragraph 1.g)7. above.
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4. Question: Can a not-for-profit organization host receptions and
events for legislators that provide food, beverages, entertainment, and
other personal benefits to legislators or legislative employees through
contributions solicited from lobbyists or principals who sponsor the re-
ception or event?

ANSWER: The charity may host a reception or event for legislators
and legislative employees provided that no free food, beverages, en-
tertainment, or other personal benefit is provided to a legislator or leg-
islative employee from the funds of lobbyists or principals.

Legislators and legislative employees may pay an amount established
and published by the sponsor as the per-person cost of the event, or they
may “pop in” and not partake of any food, beverage, or other personal
benefit at the event. Alternatively, the sponsor may make the event a
free, open public event as described in Paragraph 1.g)7. above.

5. Question: Can a lobbyist or principal host an event with food,
beverages, entertainment, or other personal benefit for legislators or leg-
islative employees and collect from each legislator or legislative employee,
a flat, per-person entrance fee based on the total cost to plan, produce,
stage, and clean up after the event, divided by the number of persons
reasonably expected to attend?

ANSWER: Yes.

6. Question: Each year, a few associations host legislative receptions/
BBQs and invite their members as well as legislators. They usually pass
out campaign funds at these events to those who support their industry.
Would it now be legal to host this event if it were called a “fundraiser?”
Could legislators then accept free food and beverages at the event?

ANSWER: Senate Rule 1.361 precludes a senator, and House Rule
15.3 precludes a representative, from accepting a campaign contribution
during a regular or special session, in addition to prohibiting them from
accepting contributions on behalf of a section 527 or section 501(c)(4)
organization, a political committee, a committee of continuous existence,
a political party, or the campaign of any other senatorial candidate or
candidate for representative, respectively. Thus, any fundraiser held
during a regular or special session would violate the rules of each house.

Fundraisers not held during a regular or special session are outside
the purview of the expenditure prohibitions in the new law. A goodwill
lobbying expenditure does not include contributions or expenditures
reported pursuant to chapter 106, Florida Statutes. However, if the facts
and circumstances demonstrate that calling the event a “fundraiser” is
merely an artifice for lobbyists or principals to provide free gifts, food,
beverages, and other items or services of personal benefit to a legislator,
not associated with influencing the results of an election, then the fun-
draiser would violate the expenditure prohibition of the new law. Note,
also, that fundraisers remain subject to the contribution restrictions and
requirements of Florida’s campaign finance law (chapter 106, Florida
Statutes).

HONORARIA EXPENSES

7. Question: Can a lobbyist or principal continue to pay or reimburse
a legislator’s or legislative employee’s expenses for such items as food and
beverages, travel, and lodging associated with an honorarium event?

ANSWER: No.
GIFTS TO LEGISLATORS

8. Question: Can a school child give a legislator a painting that he or
she has made?

ANSWER: Yes. The prohibition against lobbying expenditures only
applies to lobbyists and principals, and those acting on their behalf.

9. Question: Can a school student whose parent is a lobbyist or
principal give a scarf that was purchased by the child’s parent to a leg-
islator as a gift?

ANSWER: It depends. The lobbying expenditure prohibition applies
to all gifts from lobbyists or principals to legislators, directly or in-
directly. A lobbyist or principal cannot use a third-party intermediary to
circumvent the lobbying expenditure prohibition. Thus, if the facts and
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circumstances demonstrate that the scarf is an indirect gift from the
lobbyist or principal to the legislator, it would be prohibited.

10. Question: Can a legislator accept rent-free office space and asso-
ciated building services from a city, county, or community college in his or
her district that employs or retains a lobbyist?

ANSWER: Yes. See Paragraph 1.g)6. above for explanation and lim-
itations.

11. Question: Can a legislator or legislative staff accept transporta-
tion services from another governmental entity?

ANSWER: Yes. See Paragraph 1.g)6. above for explanation and lim-
itations.

12.  Question: Are there any value limitations on the exceptions in the
new law for “floral arrangements or other celebratory items given to leg-
islators and displayed in chambers on the opening day of a regular ses-
sion™?

ANSWER: Yes. All opening day flowers and floral arrangements are
subject to the limitations and requirements of the gift law (section
112.3148, Florida Statutes). No other celebratory items will be allowed
in either chamber on opening day of the regular session.

FOOD AND BEVERAGES/GIFTS

13.  Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee and his or her
spouse have dinner with a lobbyist friend the legislator or legislative
employee has known for 30 years at the lobbyist’s home, whether or not
active lobbying occurs?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the legislator or legislative employee con-
temporaneously provides the lobbyist with the pro rata share of the total
fair market value of the cost of the food and beverages provided to the
legislator or legislative employee and his or her spouse, either in cash or
barter (i.e., bottle of wine, flowers). Otherwise, the expenditure for food
and beverages would constitute a prohibited goodwill expenditure, ir-
respective of the extent of the legislator’s and lobbyist’s friendship.

14. Question: Can a lobbyist or principal and legislator or legislative
employee have dinner at a public restaurant?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the dinner is “Dutch treat.”

15.  Question: Can a lobbyist or principal and a legislator or legisla-
tive employee have dinner “Dutch treat” at the Governor’s Club?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the legislator or legislative employee pays
the total cost of all food and beverage that he or she was served or
consumed, or that was served to or consumed by a person whose ex-
penditures are attributed to the legislator or legislative employee.

16. Question: Can a lobbyist’s business partner, employee, spouse, or
child, who is not a registered lobbyist, accompany the lobbyist and leg-
islator or legislative employee to dinner and pay for all the food and
beverages if the partner, employee, spouse, or child does not actively
lobby?

ANSWER: No. The lobbying expenditure prohibition applies to all
food and beverages provided by lobbyists or principals to legislators or
legislative employees, directly or indirectly. A lobbyist or principal can-
not utilize a third-party intermediary to channel gifts to legislators to
circumvent the lobbying expenditure prohibition.

17. Question: If someone offers a legislator or legislative employee a
drink at a bar, or any other gift or personal benefit, does the legislator or
legislative employee have a duty to inquire if the donor is a lobbyist or
principal?

ANSWER: Yes. A legislator or legislative employee is liable for
knowingly accepting an expenditure from a lobbyist or principal, or
someone acting on behalf of a lobbyist or principal. “Knowingly” has
many statutory definitions, including that a person: (1) has actual
knowledge of the information; (2) acts in deliberate ignorance of the truth
or falsity of the information; or, (3) acts in reckless disregard of the truth
or falsity of the information. Therefore, prudence dictates that the leg-
islator or legislative employee, at a minimum, make reasonable inquiry
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as to the source of the proposed expenditure to determine whether it is
prohibited. Reasonableness will turn on the facts and circumstances of
each individual situation.

For example, a legislator receiving an invitation to an event to be held
the next week, from an organization he or she is not familiar with would
likely require that the legislator, at a minimum, consult the online di-
rectory of legislative principals and lobbyists, and perhaps make further
inquiry if facts or circumstances come to light indicating that the orga-
nization might be making the expenditure on behalf of a lobbyist or
principal. Similarly, a legislator offered a drink from someone he or she
doesn’t know in a Tallahassee bar or restaurant generally known to be
frequented by lobbyists would probably be required, at a minimum, to
ask whether the person is a lobbyist or principal or affiliated with a
lobbyist or principal. On the other hand, a Miami legislator on personal
holiday with his or her spouse at Busch Gardens in Tampa, who strikes
up a friendship with a couple they don’t know visiting from Colorado and
who subsequently offers to pay for the legislator’s and spouse’s dinner
probably has less of a duty to inquire whether either member of the
couple is a Florida lobbyist or principal.

CHARITIES

18.  Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee raise funds from
lobbyists or principals for charitable causes?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the charity for which funds are sought is not
directly or indirectly established by, organized by, operated primarily by,
or controlled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any combination
thereof. Otherwise, such a contribution or donation would constitute a
prohibited goodwill expenditure.

19. Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee establish or
operate a charitable foundation that relies on lobbyist or principal sup-
port?

ANSWER: No. A legislator or legislative employee may establish or
operate a charitable organization but none of the money contributed or
donated to the charity may be from lobbyists or principals. Such a con-
tribution or donation would constitute a prohibited goodwill ex-
penditure.

20. Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee sit on the board
of a charitable organization that is not established by, organized by, op-
erated primarily by, or controlled by a legislator or legislative employee,
or any combination thereof? Can he or she accept free food and beverages
provided by the charity and be reimbursed by the charity for expenses
associated with the work of the charity (i.e., travel, lodging)?

ANSWER: Yes. A legislator or legislative employee may sit on the
board of a charitable organization that receives donations and con-
tributions from lobbyists, and may partake of free food, beverages, and
other personal benefits provided by the charity to board members in
connection with their service, including reimbursement of personal ex-
penses incurred by board members in furtherance of the charity’s work.
A goodwill expenditure does not include salary, benefits, services, fees,
commissions, gifts, or expenses associated primarily with a legislator’s
or legislative employee’s employment, business, or service as an officer
or director of a corporation or organization. However, any such salary,
benefit, services, fees, commissions, gifts or expenses cannot be from
funds earmarked by lobbyists or principals to the charity for such pur-
pose and must be received only for the legislator’s or legislative em-
ployee’s service as a member of the board.

21. Question: Can a legislative caucus that is established as a non-
profit group raise funds from lobbyists for its charitable causes?

ANSWER: It depends. If the legislative caucus or the nonprofit group
is directly or indirectly established by, organized by, operated primarily
by, or controlled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any combi-
nation thereof, then the answer is no.

If the legislative caucus or the nonprofit group is not directly or in-
directly established by, organized by, or operated primarily by, or con-
trolled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any combination
thereof, then the answer is yes.

22. Question: Can a legislative caucus that is established as a non-
profit group host its own charity golf tournament funded by lobbyist or
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principal “sponsors” at a private club, where the cost of sponsorship buys
an opportunity to play golf with a member of the caucus, and to make a
presentation to the caucus before and after the event?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the legislative caucus or the nonprofit group
is not directly or indirectly established by, organized by, operated pri-
marily by, or controlled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any
combination thereof, and the legislators and legislative employees pay
their own golf fees and the per-person cost for food and beverage.

OTHER

23. Question: What happens when a legislator is married to, related
to, or living with a lobbyist? Can the lobbyist pay for meals, lodging, etc.?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the lobbyist does not use the expenditure to
actively lobby the legislator. Expenditures by “relatives” of a legislator
for food, lodging, travel, and the like are specifically exempt from the
definition of a goodwill expenditure.

24. Question: Can a legislator be employed by a lobbyist or principal?
Can a legislator go to the employer’s retreat and partake of food and
beverages?

ANSWER: Yes. A goodwill expenditure does not include salary, ben-
efits, services, fees, commissions, gifts, or expenses associated primarily
with a legislator’s or legislative employee’s employment, business, or
service as an officer or director of a corporation or organization.

25.  Question: Where a lobbyist or principal leaves a gift, such as a box
of chocolates, in a legislator’s office, what should the legislator do with the
item?

ANSWER: When a legislator or legislative employee receives an item
that they believe violates the prohibition against accepting an ex-
penditure from a lobbyist or principal, the item must either be sent back
to the donor or delivered to the Sergeant-at-Arms for disposal.

Part Two—Compensation
(1) General Guidelines

Chapter 2005-359, Laws of Florida, for the first time, requires the
reporting of compensation received by lobbying firms for each calendar
quarter, both in the aggregate and for each individual principal. Much of
the reporting is done in dollar categories; however, if compensation from
a single principal is $50,000 or more in a calendar quarter, the lobbying
firm must report the specific dollar amount of the compensation, roun-
ded to the nearest $1,000.

A “lobbying firm” is any business entity with a lobbyist, or an in-
dividual contract lobbyist, who gets paid to lobby for a principal. It is the
lobbying firm that must report, not the individual lobbyists in the firm
(except in the case of an individual contract lobbyist, where the lobbyist
also comprises the entire lobbying firm).

Reports are due no later than 45 days after the end of each calendar
quarter. For 2006, compensation reports will be filed on paper forms
designed by the Office of Legislative Services. Beginning with the first
reporting period in 2007, compensation reports must be filed electro-
nically using the online filing system of the Office of Legislative Services.

The new law requires the senior partner, officer, or owner of the lob-
bying firm to certify to the veracity and completeness of each compen-
sation report. This requirement is designed to discourage the mis-
characterization and thus omission of reportable compensation through
designations such as “media fees,” “consulting services,” “professional
services,” “governmental services,” and other such artifices.

For example, if a law firm were paid a lump sum for rendering mul-
tiple types of services to a client, only one of which is lobbying, then the
person certifying the report is responsible for properly and reasonably
allocating the portion of the total fee received for lobbying activities and
for activities other than lobbying. Only the compensation received for
lobbying activities is to be reported on the compensation form.

The Legislature will use random audits supplemented by the lobbyist
disciplinary process to hold the person certifying the compensation re-
port and the lobbying firm accountable for making a true, complete,
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properly-allocated report as required by law. In addition, the certifica-
tion brings every compensation report filer within the scope of potential
criminal penalties in section 837.06, Florida Statutes, for culpable vio-
lations.

(2) Frequently Asked Questions

1. Question: Is an in-house, salaried lobbyist for an association, a
governmental entity, or a corporation that does not derive income from
principals for lobbying required to report compensation?

ANSWER: No. An association, a governmental entity, a corporation or
other business entity that does not derive income from principals for
lobbying, and its employee lobbyists, are not a “lobbying firm” as defined
in section 11.045(1)(g), Florida Statutes. Only “lobbying firms” must
report compensation as provided in section 11.045(3)(a), Florida Sta-
tutes.

2. Question: Does the prohibition against providing compensation to
an individual or business entity that is not a lobbying firm, mean that in-
house lobbyists must either become a lobbying firm or cease lobbying?

ANSWER: No. The provision in question merely clarifies that re-
portable “compensation” under the law must be provided to a “lobbying
firm,” and not contracted or subcontracted through some “straw man” to
circumvent compensation reporting requirements. The provision in
question clarifies and emphasizes the statutory definition of “compen-
sation” in section 11.045(1)(b), Florida Statutes, as “anything of value
provided or owed to a lobbying firm.”

RULE TEN
CHAMBER OF THE SENATE
10.1—Persons entitled to admission

No person shall be admitted to the main floor of the Senate Chamber
while the Senate is in session except present members of the Senate, all
officers and employees of the Senate in the performance of their duties,
and persons charged with messages or papers to the Senate. Also en-
titled to admission are the Governor or one (1) representative designated
by the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, Cabinet officers, former
Governors, present and former United States Senators, present and
members—or former members of the House of Representatives of the
United States and of this State, Justices of the Supreme Court, former
State Senators of Florida, and persons by invitation of the President. A
special section of the gallery shall be reserved for members of the fa-
milies of Senators.

10.2—Exception

Except at the discretion of the President, no person entitled to ad-
mission shall be admitted if registered pursuant to Rule Nine (9). No
person admitted under this rule shall engage in any lobbying activity for
or against any measure under consideration in the Senate.

10.3—Admission of press by President

Members Representatives of the press and of radio and television
stations, in performance of their duties, shall be assigned to a press
section specifically set aside for them, and shall not be allowed on the
Senate floor while the Senate is in session, except with the approval of
the President.

10.4—Attire

All persons on the main floor of the Senate Chamber and in the gallery
(with the exception of visitors in that portion of the gallery set aside for
the general public) shall wear appropriate business attire at all times
while the Senate is in session.

10.5—Gallery

No food or beverages shall be allowed in the gallery at any time.
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RULE ELEVEN
CONSTRUCTION AND WAIVER OF RULES
11.1—Interpretation of Rules

It shall be the duty of the President, or the presiding officer for the
time being, to interpret all Rules. Motions for the previous question and
to lay on the table shall not be entertained.

11.2—Waiver and suspension of Rules

These Rules shall not be waived or suspended except by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of those Senators present. The motion, when made, shall be
decided without debate. A motion to waive a Rule requiring unanimous
consent of the Senate shall be construed to be an amendment to these
Rules and shall be referred to the Rules Committee enRules except by
unanimous consent of those Senators present.

11.3—Changes in Rules

All proposed actions regarding the Rules and Order of Business in the
Senate shall be first referred to the Rules Committee en—Rules, which
shall report as soon as practicable. Consideration of such a report shall
always be in order. The Rules Committee enRules may originate reports
and resolutions dealing with the Senate Rules and the Order of Busi-
ness, and such power shall be exclusive, provided, however, that any
report made pursuant to this Rule may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of those Senators present.

11.4—Majority action

Unless otherwise indicated by the Senate Rules or the State Con-
stitution, all action by the Senate shall be by majority vote of those
Senators present.

11.5—Uniform construction

When in the Senate Rules reference is made to “two-thirds (2/3) of
those present,” “two-thirds (2/3) vote,” “two-thirds (2/3) of the Senate,”
“two-thirds (2/3) of those voting,” etc., these shall all be construed to
mean two-thirds (2/3) of those Senators present, except that two-thirds
(2/3) of the membership of the Senate shall be required to consider ad-
ditional proposed legislation in any extended session in accordance with
Article III, Section 3 of the State Constitution.

11.6—General

When used in the Senate Rules, the following words shall, unless the
text otherwise indicates, have the following respective meaning: the
singular always includes the plural. Except where specifically provided
or where the context indicates otherwise, the use of the word “bill,” ez
“measure,” or “matter” means a bill, joint resolution, concurrent re-
solution, resolution, or memorial; however, “matter” also means an
amendment, an appointment, or a suspension.

RULE TWELVE

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS, APPOINTMENTS,
SUSPENSIONS, AND REMOVALS

PART ONE—EXECUTIVE SESSIONS
12.1—Executive session; authority

The business of the Senate shall be transacted openly and not in ex-
ecutive session except under conditions pursuant to Article III, Section
4(b) of the State Constitution.

12.2—Executive session; purpose

Pursuant to Article III, Section 4(b) of the State Constitution, the
Senate may resolve itself into executive session for the sole purpose of
considering appointment, removal, or suspension. No one shall be in
attendance except Senators, the Secretary ef-the-Senate, and staff as
approved by the President, who shall be sworn not to disclose any ex-
ecutive business without consent of the Senate.
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12.3—Executive session; vote required

When the Senate agrees, by a majority of those Senators present, that
specified appointments, removals, or suspensions shall be considered in
executive session, such shall be calendared for formal consideration by
the Senate.

12.4—Work product confidentiality

All information and remarks including committee work product con-
cerning the character and qualification, together with the vote on each
appointment, removal, or suspension considered in executive session
shall be kept confidential except information on which the bans of con-
fidentiality were lifted by the Senate while in executive session.

12.5—Separate Journal

A separate Journal shall be kept of executive proceedings of the
Senate, and no information regarding same shall be made public except
by order of the Senate or by order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

12.6—Violation of Rule

Violation of the above Rules as to the confidentiality of the proceedings
of executive sessions shall be considered by the Senate as sufficient
grounds for unseating the offending Senator.

PART TWO—APPOINTMENTS, SUSPENSIONS, AND RE-
MOVALS

12.7—Procedure

(1) Except as otherwise herein provided, on receipt by the Senate of
appointments or suspensions on which action by the Senate is required,
the President shall refer each to the Cemmittee-en Ethics and Elections
Subcommittee, other appropriate committee or committees, or te a
Special Master appointed by the President. Any such committee, sub-
committee, or Special Master shall make inquiry or investigation and
hold hearings, as appropriate, and advise the President and the Senate
with a recommendation and the necessity for deliberating the subject in
executive session. Reports and findings of the committee, subcommittee
or the Special Master appointed pursuant hereto are advisory only and
shall be made to the Senate President. The report of the committee,
subcommittee, or the Special Master may be privileged and confidential.
The President may order the report presented to the Senate in either
open or executive session, or the President may refer it to the Rules
Committee enRules for its consideration and report. When the report is
presented to the Senate in open session or received by the Rules Com-
mittee en—Rules, the report shall lose its privileged and confidential
character.

(2) Upon receipt of a request by the Governor or other appointing
official or authority for the return of the documentation of an appoint-
ment, which appointment has not been acted upon by the Senate, the
Secretary ef-the—Senate, upon consultation with the President, shall
return the appointment documentation and the return shall be noted in
the Journal efthe-Senate. The appointee whose appointment was re-
turned continues in office until the end of the next ensuing session of the
Legislature or until the Senate confirms a successor, whichever occurs
first.

(a) If the appointment returned was made by the Governor,
official or authority’s predecessor, the appointee shall not be
subject to the provisions of section 114.05(1)(e) or (f), Florida
Statutes, during the period of withdrawal.

(b) If the appointment returned was made by the Governor,
official or authority requesting the return, for purposes of
section 114.05(1)(e) and (f), Florida Statutes, the returned
appointment shall be treated as if the Senate failed to con-
sider the appointment.

(3) An executive suspension of a public official who is under indict-
ment or who has pending against him or her criminal charges filed by
the appropriate prosecuting officer in a court of record, or an executive
suspension of a public official that is challenged in a court shall be re-
ferred to the Gommittee—on Ethics and Elections Subcommittee, other
appropriate committee or Special Master; however, all inquiry or in-
vestigation or hearings thereon shall be held in abeyance and the matter
shall not be considered by the Senate, the committee, subcommittee, or
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the Special Master until the pending charges have been dismissed, or
until final determination of the criminal charges at the trial court level,
or until the final determination of a court challenge, if any, and the
exhaustion of all appellate remedies for any of the above. In a suspension
case in which the criminal charge is not for the alleged commission of a
felony, the committee, subcommittee, or the Special Master; and the
Senate may proceed if the written consent of counsel for the Governor
and of the suspended official is obtained.

(4) The Governor and the suspended official shall be given reason-
able notice in writing of any hearing or pre-hearing conference before the
committee or Special Master.

(5) The suspended official may file with the Secretary efthe-Senate,
no later than ten (10) days prior to the first (1st) pre-hearing conference,
or no later than the date set by the committee, subcommittee, or Special
Master if no pre-hearing conference is held, all written defenses or
matters in avoidance of the charges contained in the suspension order.

(6) When it is advisable, the committee, subcommittee, or Special
Master may request that the Governor file a bill of particulars con-
taining a statement of further facts and circumstances supporting the
suspension order. Within twenty (20) days after the receipt of such bill of
particulars by the suspended officer, that officer shall file with the
committee, subcommittee, or Special Master a response to the Gover-
nor’s bill of particulars. Such response shall specifically admit or deny
the facts or circumstances set forth in the Governor’s bill of particulars,
and may further make such representation of fact and circumstances or
assert such further defenses as are responsive to the bill of particulars or
as may bear on the matter of the suspension.

(7) The committee, subcommittee, or Special Master may provide for
a pre-hearing conference with counsel for the Governor and the sus-
pended official to narrow the issues involved in the suspension. At such
conference, both the Governor and the suspended official shall set forth
the names and addresses of all the witnesses they intend to call, the
nature of their testimony, ard photocopies of all documentary evidence
and a description of all physical evidence that will be relied on by the
parties at the hearing. Each shall state briefly what each expects to
prove by such testimony and evidence.

(8) Subject to the limitations of Rule 12.7(3), the committee, sub-
committee, or Special Master shall institute action by transmitting a
notice of hearing for a pre-hearing conference or a hearing on the merits
within three (3) months after the effective date of the suspension order.
If a suspension order is referred to the committee, subcommittee, or
Special Master but is held in abeyance in accordance with Rule 12.7(3),
the committee, subcommittee, or Special Master shall institute action
within three (3) months after the termination of pending proceedings as
described in Rule 12.7(3). The Senate may act on the recommendations
of the committee, subcommittee, or Special Master at any time it is in
session but shall do so no later than the end of the next regular session of
the Legislature.

(9) For the purposes of Article IV, Section 7(b) of the State Con-
stitution, the Senate may find that the suspended official has committed
a felony notwithstanding that a court may have withheld adjudication of
guilt upon which the suspension order is based in whole or in part.

(10) Ifthe Governor files an amended suspension order, the attention
of the Senate, the committee, subcommittee, or the Special Master shall
be directed at the amended suspension order.

(11) Within sixty (60) days after the Senate has completed final ac-
tion on the recommendation of the committee, subcommittee, or Special
Master, any party to the suspension matter may request the return, at
that party’s expense, of any exhibit, document, or other evidence in-
troduced by that party. After the expiration of sixty (60) days from the
date the Senate has completed final action, the committee, sub-
committee, or Special Master may dispose of such exhibits or other
evidence.

12.8—Special Master; appointment

The President may appoint and contract for the services of a Special
Master to perform such duties and make such reports in relation to
suspensions and removals as he or she shall prescribe.
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12.9—Special Master; floor privilege

With consent of the President, the Special Master may have the pri-
vilege of the Senate floor to present and explain the report and answer
questions as to the law and facts involved.

12.10—Issuance of subpoenas and process

The committee, subcommittee, and the Special Master shall each have
the authority to request the issuance of subpoenas, subpoenas duces
tecum, and other necessary process under Rule 2.2. The committee chair,
subcommittee chair, and the Special Master may each administer all
oaths and affirmations in the manner prescribed by law to witnesses
who shall appear to testify on matters pending before the committee,
subcommittee, or Special Master.

12.11—Rule takes precedence

In any situation where there is a direct conflict between the provisions
of Rule Twelve (12) and part V of chapter 112, Florida Statutes, Rule
Twelve (12), derived from Article III, Section 4(a) of the State Constitu-
tion, shall take precedence.

RULE THIRTEEN
SPECIAL SESSION
13.1—Applicability of Senate Rules

All Senate Rules #
wlar-session shall apply and govern during special sessions except to the
extent specifically modified or contradicted herein.

13.2—Sessions of the Senate

The Senate shall meet each legislative day at 9:00 a.m. or pursuant to
a schedule provided by the President.

13.3—Committee meetings; schedule, notice

(1) Committee meetings shall be scheduled by the President. Meet-
ings of standing committees &nd—st—&ﬁd—m-g—sabeemm}t—tees scheduled in
accordance with this Rule may be held after
notice is made available in the public corridor leading into the Senate
Chamber for two (2) hours in advance of the meeting. A committee may
meet less than two (2) hours after the convening of a special session if a
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recommended. During the last two (2) days of a special session the report
shall be read only once. A conference committee report shall be made
available to the membership two (2) hours prior to the beginning of
debate of the report by the Senate.

(2) The report must be acted on as a whole, being adopted or rejected,
and each report shall include a statement sufficiently explicit to inform
the Senate of the effect of the report on the measure to which it relates.

(3) Conference committees, other than a conference committee on a
general or special appropriations bill and its related legislation, shall
consider and report only on the differences existing between the Senate
and the House, and no substance foreign to the bills before the conferees
shall be included in the report or considered by the Senate.

(4) A conference committee may only report by recommending the
adoption of a series of amendments to the House or Senate bill that was
the subject of the conference, or it may offer an amendment deleting
everything after the enacting clause of any such bill referred to the
committee. In any event the conference committee may recommend, as
part of its report, the adoption or rejection of any or all of the amend-
ments theretofore adopted by either house.

(5) When abill-isreferred-to—a—econferencecommittee—and-the con-
ferees on the part of the Senate report an inability to agree, any e action
of the Senate taken prior to such reference to a conference committee
shall not preclude further action on said measure as the Senate may
determine.

(6) After Senate conferees have been appointed for thirty-six (36)
hours and have failed to make a report, it is a motion of the highest
privilege to move to discharge said Senate conferees and to appoint new
conferees, or to instruct said Senate conferees.

13.7—Reconsideration
A motion to reconsider shall be made and considered on the same day.
13.8—Special Order Calendar

(1) A Calendar Group, consisting of the Rules Chair, Rules Vice
Chair, Majority Leader, Minority Leader, two (2) members of the Rules
Committee designated by the President, and one (1) member of the Rules
Committee designated by the Minority Leader, shall submit a Special

Order Calendar determining the list of bills for consideration by the
Senate. The President shall determine the order of such bills on the

notice is filed with the Secretary by 5:00 p.m. of the day prior to the

Spemal Order Calendar A—Speex—sd—@rde%@a%eﬂd-a%deteﬂmmﬂg—ﬁhe—ﬁme

meeting.

(2) The notice pested shall include the date, time, and place of the
meeting together with the name of the introducer, subject shert-title,
number of each bill to be considered, and the amendment deadline for
the meeting. All other provisions for publication of notice of committee
meetings are suspended.

13.4—Delivery for introduction

All bills for introduction may be delivered to the Secretary ef-the
Senate at any time.

13.5—Committee reports

Every bill referred to a standing committee or committees shall be
reported to the Secretary before 4:30 p.m. of the third (3rd) calendar day
from the day of reference (the day of reference not being counted as the
first (1st) day) unless otherwise ordered by the Senate by majority vote of
those Senators present. Any bill on which no committee report is filed
may be withdrawn from such committee and calendared on point of
order. Every bill referred to a standing subcommittee shall be reported
to the standing committee at a time specified by the chair of the standing
committee which shall not be beyond the time allowed herein.

13.6—Conference committee reports

(1) The report of a conference committee appointed pursuant to Rule
1.5 shall be read to the Senate on two (2) consecutive legislative days
and, on the completion of the second (2nd) reading, the vote shall be on
the adoption or rejection thereof and final passage of the measure as

(2) Such Special Order Calendar shall be for the next legislative day.
The amendment deadline for bills on the Special Order Calendar shall be
5:00 p.m. or two (2) hours after the Special Order Calendar is an-
nounced, which ever occurs later.

RULE FOURTEEN
SEAL AND INSIGNIA
14.1—Seal and insignia

(1) There shall be an official seal of the Senate. The seal shall be the
size of a circle of two and one-half inches diameter having in the center
thereof a fan of the five flags which have flown over Florida, above a disc
containing the words: “In God We Trust” arched above a gavel, quill, and
scroll. At the top of the field of flags shall be the word: “Seal.” At the
bottom shall be the date: “1838.” The perimeter of the seal shall contain
the words: “Senate” and “State of Florida.”

(2) There shall be an official coat of arms for the Senate. The coat of
arms shall contain a fan of the five flags that have flown over Florida,
above the Great Seal of Florida. At the base of the coat of arms shall be
the words: “The Florida Senate.”

(8) The Senate Seal, the Senate Coat of Arms, official Senate sta-
tionery, calling cards, and facsimiles thereof; may be used only in con-
nection with official Senate business.
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ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Senator Rich, the Senate in Organization Session ad-
journed sine die at 11:57 a.m.
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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President Haridopolos at 3:00 p.m.
A quorum present—39:

Mr. President Flores Norman
Alexander Gaetz Oelrich
Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Bullard Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise

Excused: Senator Wilson

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Dr. Matthew M. Carter II, Ph.D.,
Staff Director, Senate Committees on Communications, Energy, and
Public Utilities; and Military Affairs and Domestic Security:

O mighty God, our creator and sustainer, we come before you today on
behalf of the members of the Florida Senate.

They are moms and dads, brothers and sisters, uncles and aunts,
grandparents and neighbors, with a deep and abiding faith in the
goodness of our citizenry. We thank you for each of them and their fa-
milies. They arrive at this historic moment today with a love of family,
love of God, and love of our state and nation.

God, as the source of all being, we ask your blessing of protection and
safety, and wisdom and guidance, on the members of this chamber today
as they decide the people’s business. Hear our prayer on this day, and in
thy name, we pray.

PLEDGE

Former Senator Carey Baker led the Senate in the pledge of allegiance
to the flag of the United States of America.

By direction of the President, the Secretary read the following pro-
clamation:

THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE
JOINT PROCLAMATION

TO THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE FLORIDA SENATE AND
THE FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

We, Mike Haridopolos, President of the Florida Senate, and Dean
Cannon, Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, by virtue of
the authority vested in us by Article III, Section 3(c)(2), Florida Con-
stitution, and Section 11.011, Florida Statutes, do hereby proclaim:

Section 1. That the Legislature of the State of Florida is convened in
Special Session at the capitol in Tallahassee, Florida, beginning at
3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, the 16th day of November 2010.

Section 2. That the Legislature is convened for the sole and exclusive
purpose of considering the following:

(a) Consideration of gubernatorial vetoes of specific appropria-
tions and substantive bills passed during the 2010 regular
legislative session, specifically:

1. Specific appropriation 185 and related proviso language in
the 2010-2011 General Appropriations Act, Chapter 2010-
152, Laws of Florida.

2. HB 545, relating to residential property sales.

3. Committee Substitute for House Bill 569, relating to solid
waste disposal.

4. Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for Commit-
tee Substitute for House Bill 981, relating to agriculture.

5. Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House
Bill 1385, relating to petroleum contamination site clean-
up.

6. Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Sen-
ate Bill 1516, relating to state-owned lands.

7. Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House
Bill 1565, relating to rulemaking.

8. Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Sen-
ate Bill 1842, relating to transportation projects.
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(b) Consideration of legislation relating to:

1. Resolutions fixing the effective dates and deadlines of
certain specific appropriations and substantive bills pas-
sed during the 2010 regular legislative session which were
vetoed as described in paragraph 2(a).

2. Extending the dates for implementation of onsite sewage
treatment and disposal system evaluation program.

3. Rebates, using federal funds, on certain heating and air
conditioning systems and certain solar energy systems.

4. A memorial calling on Congress to grant states more
flexibility in the design and administration of Medicaid
and expressing legislative intent to expand key compo-
nents of the Medicaid managed care pilot while strength-
ening accountability, protecting patient choice, and im-
proving access to care.

Mike Haridopolos
President, The Florida Senate
November 16, 2010
Dean Cannon
Speaker, The Florida House
of Representatives
November 16, 2010
Duly filed with and received by the Florida
Department of State this 16th day of No-
vember, 2010 by:
Dawn K. Roberts
Interim Secretary of State
INTRODUCTION AND
REFERENCE OF BILLS
FIRST READING

By Senators Gaetz, Negron, Evers, Dean, Detert and Hays—

SB 2-A—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to public health;
amending s. 381.0065, F.S.; delaying the implementation date of provi-
sions requiring the Department of Health to administer an onsite sew-
age treatment and disposal system evaluation program; providing an
effective date.

—was referenced to the Committee on Rules.

By Senator Negron—

SM 4-A—A memorial to the Congress of the United States, urging
Congress to amend Title XIX of the Social Security Act and declaring the
intent of the Florida Legislature to amend Florida Statutes relating to
the Florida Medicaid program.

—was referenced to the Committee on Rules.

By Senator Bennett—

SB 6-A—A bill to be entitled An act relating to energy efficiency re-
bate programs; authorizing the Florida Energy and Climate Commission
to pay certain rebates pursuant to the Florida ENERGY STAR Re-
sidential HVAC Rebate Program; authorizing the Florida Energy and
Climate Commission to pay certain rebates pursuant to the Solar En-
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ergy System Incentives Program; providing appropriations; providing a
penalty; providing an effective date.

—was referenced to the Committee on Rules.

By Senator Ring—

SJR 8-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1516, an
act relating to state-owned lands, which bill was passed by both houses
of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature
and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—pursuant to Rule 4.9 was introduced without reference.

By Senator Bennett—

SJR 10-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1842, an
act relating to transportation projects, which bill was passed by both
houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the Leg-
islature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—pursuant to Rule 4.9 was introduced without reference.

By Senator Altman—

SJR 12-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
House Bill 545, an act relating to residential property sales, which bill
was passed by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular
Session of the Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—pursuant to Rule 4.9 was introduced without reference.

By Senator Gaetz—

SJR 14-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Committee Substitute for House Bill 569, an act relating to solid waste
disposal, which bill was passed by both houses of the Legislature during
the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the
Governor.

—pursuant to Rule 4.9 was introduced without reference.

By Senator Alexander—

SJR 16-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute
for House Bill 981, an act relating to agriculture, which bill was passed
by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the
Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—pursuant to Rule 4.9 was introduced without reference.

By Senator Hays—

SJR 18-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1385, an act
relating to petroleum contamination site cleanup, which bill was passed
by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the
Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—pursuant to Rule 4.9 was introduced without reference.

By Senator Bennett—

SJR 20-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1565, an act
relating to rulemaking, which bill was passed by both houses of the
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Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature and
thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—pursuant to Rule 4.9 was introduced without reference.

By Senator Alexander—

SJR 22-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Specific Appropriation 185 of chapter 2010-152, Laws of Florida, an act
making appropriations, which act was passed by both houses of the
Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session and thereafter Specific
Appropriation 185 (SPECIAL CATEGORIES, GRANTS AND AIDS -
SHANDS TEACHING HOSPITAL, FROM GENERAL REVENUE
FUND) of that act and the proviso to that appropriation were vetoed by
the Governor.

—pursuant to Rule 4.9 was introduced without reference.

MOTIONS RELATING TO
COMMITTEE REFERENCE

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote SB 2-A, SM 4-A,
and SB 6-A were withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and placed on
the Special Order Calendar.

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote SJR 8-A, SJR
10-A, SJR 12-A, SJR 14-A, SJR 16-A, SJR 18-A, SJR 20-A, and SJR
22-A were placed on the Special Order Calendar.

By two-thirds vote, the President referred the following bills to the
Committee on Rules: HB 545, CS for HB 569, CS for CS for CS for
HB 981, CS for CS for HB 1385, HB 5001, and CS for CS for HB
1565.

VETOED BILLS 2010 REGULAR SESSION

VETO OF CS FOR CS FOR SB 6

The Honorable Kurt S. Browning
Secretary of State

April 15, 2010

Dear Secretary Browning:

By the authority vested in me as the Governor of Florida, and under
the provisions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do
hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you my objections to,
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 6, en-
acted during the 42nd Session of the Legislature of Florida, convened
under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of 2010 and
entitled:

An act relating to Education Personnel...

The decision to approve or veto a bill is one of the fundamental duties
of the Governor. Since 2007, I have reviewed hundreds of proposed laws.
More often than not, I sign bills approved by the Legislature because the
process generally produces ideas which embody the ideals of re-
presentative government. Though sparingly, I have exercised the au-
thority to veto legislation.

To proponents of a bill, a Governor’s veto may be mischaracterized as
ill informed or political. It is likely that my action today will be met with
similar charges from supporters of SB 6. However, there is only one
person who can accurately state the reason for a veto - the one who holds
the pen.

Let me be clear; I veto SB 6 because this bill is contrary to my firmly
held principle to act in the best interest of the People of Florida. I am
confident in my decision today because I know it is the right thing to do
for the People.

After reviewing the legislation, I have identified several issues of
concern. First and foremost, this bill does not appropriately accom-
modate special education students and their dedicated teachers. These
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children can and do learn; however, there must be more consideration
given to their individual needs than is afforded in this bill.

Further, the bill does encroach on local decision-making. At worst, it
could result in an infringement upon the constitutional authority of
school boards. While the bill allows school boards to create district po-
licies, there are considerable directives given to local boards and a re-
quirement for state sign-off before plans can be approved. Some of these
directives are quite overreaching, such as not allowing multi-year tea-
cher contracts, choosing arbitrary percentages for calculating a teacher’s
effectiveness, and permanently decertifying an excellent teacher in
Florida who simply needed improvement two out of the previous five
years on the job.

SB 6 places teachers in jeopardy of losing their jobs and teaching
certificates without a clear understanding of how gains will be mea-
sured, and without taking into account circumstances beyond the control
of teachers. Teachers have an incredible impact on the lives of their
students, but they are not the only influence.

During the House debate and after the final passage of the bill, even
the supporters of SB 6 acknowledged the imperfections of the bill. They
were satisfied with the ability to come back next year for a glitch bill or
make corrections and clarifications in the implementing process. Such
assurances are not enough for me to sign this legislation today.

Finally, I veto this bill because of the process by which it was passed.
This legislation sped through committees without the meaningful input
of parents, teachers, superintendents, and school boards. It was trou-
bling to learn that the bill would not be amended after it passed in the
Senate, particularly when more and more concerns were coming to light.
As I articulated on the opening day of the 2010 Legislative Session, “It is
not only the substance of those issues that is important; it is also the
attitude with which you address them. These will determine whether
you have done your job well.”

The incredible outpouring of opposition by teachers, parents, students,
superintendents, school boards, and legislators has greatly influenced
my decision today. They brought to light many concerns that were not
addressed in the amendatory process. As with any major legislation,
stated goals sometimes do not match the words in the bill. That is why
under normal circumstances bills can be meaningfully debated and
changed so that flaws may be remedied.

In summary, I find the content of SB 6 and the manner of its adoption
significantly flawed. Nonetheless, I believe in the stated goals of estab-
lishing differential and performance-based merit pay for classroom tea-
chers, developing workable measures of student learning gains, and
preparing students for their place in a global economy. These are worthy
of future pursuit in a collaborative setting with participation of those
who are directly impacted.

To those who may ask for a prescribed fix for SB 6, I say we must start
over. This bill has deeply and negatively affected the morale of our
teachers, parents, and students. They are not confident in our system
because they do not believe that their voices were heard. They, like I, did
not fathom that there would be no opportunity for meaningful delib-
eration and appropriate changes to this bill. Tens of thousands of Flor-
idians have reached out to me asking for a veto of SB 6 and instead
address the important goal of improving education in a more delib-
erative and open manner. Should the Legislature decide to go back to the
drawing board, I believe it is critical that they heed the call of Floridians.
To make such landmark changes, we must have the patience and wis-
dom to communicate effectively with the People.

As Governor, it is my responsibility to work ardently to position
Florida for success on round two of “Race to the Top.” Although Florida’s
first application was strong, we learned a very important lesson on the
value of stakeholder participation. Like every good competitor, we will
make strategic changes and raise our game. In the coming days I will
announce the creation of a collaborative work group to thoroughly review
and vet our application and suggest improvements that will help us win.

Florida has made tremendous gains in our education system. We
cannot, we must not stop. As we move forward, let us ensure that we
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fulfill our highest calling, which is to honor the People for whom this
government is established. The education of our children is far too im-
portant for us to do otherwise.

For this reason, I withhold my approval of Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 6, and do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Charlie Crist, Governor

VETO OF CS FOR CS FOR SB 1004

The Honorable Dawn K. Roberts
Interim Secretary of State

June 1, 2010

Dear Interim Secretary Roberts:

By the authority vested in me as the Governor of Florida, and under
the provisions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do
hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you my objections to,
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1004,
enacted during the 42nd Session of the Legislature of Florida, convened
under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of 2010 and
entitled:

An act relating to Local Government...

When I took office, I promised the people of Florida that government
transactions and information would be open to public input and trans-
parent in its execution. Competitive bidding by governmental entities
protects the public’s interest and assures the best use of taxpayers’
dollars. Laws are in effect which require competitive bidding of county
lease agreements. This law is sufficient to achieve balance and protec-
tion of the public’s interest and enable county government officials to
achieve the best bid.

Local governments should strive to adhere to competitive bidding
standards. Because we are elected officials, we have a responsibility to
conduct business in the open for all to compete. We should not modify
laws in the name of ease in exchange for the public’s trust.

For this reason, I withhold my approval of Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1004, and do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Charlie Crist, Governor

VETO OF CS FOR CS FOR SB 1516

The Honorable Dawn K. Roberts
Interim Secretary of State

May 28, 2010

Dear Interim Secretary Roberts:

By the authority vested in me as the Governor of Florida, and under
the provisions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do
hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you my objections to,
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1516,
enacted during the 42nd Session of the Legislature of Florida, convened
under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of 2010 and
entitled:

An act relating to state-owned lands...

This bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
to create and maintain a real property database that includes an in-
ventory of all property, including buildings, which are owned, rented,
occupied or managed by any state agency or the judicial branch. DEP is
Florida’s state agency charged with protecting natural resources and
preventing pollution to our environment. A significant element of its
mission is to acquire, manage and account for conservation lands. Ful-
filling this natural resource protection function is unique to those real
property assets of the state held as conservation lands. Giving DEP the
responsibility for accounting for all state real property would blur the
natural resource protection mission of the agency and provide increased
responsibilities that fall outside of that mission. DEP is the appropriate
agency to oversee the acquisition and management of conservation
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lands, but maintenance of a comprehensive database of other state-
owned real property should not be added to its responsibilities.

For this reason, I withhold my approval of Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1516, and do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Charlie Crist, Governor

VETO OF CS FOR CS FOR SB 1842

The Honorable Dawn K. Roberts
Interim Secretary of State

June 4, 2010

Dear Interim Secretary Roberts:

By the authority vested in me as the Governor of Florida, and under
the provisions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do
hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you my objections to,
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1842,
enacted during the 42nd Session of the Legislature of Florida, convened
under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of 2010 and
entitled:

An act relating to Transportation Projects...

The bill creates additional requirements and conditions in order for a
roadway design to include a median with turning lanes.

The safe and the efficient movement of people, goods and services on
our roadways continue to be an important priority for my administra-
tion. Current law provides citizens, businesses and local governments
the opportunity to provide their input into the decision-making process
through public hearings. The bill creates confusion by duplicating ex-
isting processes for public notice and hearings and applying it only to
modifications of access. It introduces but does not define “affected
property owners,” again, only related to modifications of access. These
important public safety projects should not be subjected to unnecessary
delays.

For this reason, I withhold my approval of Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1842, and do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Charlie Crist, Governor

VETO OF CS FOR CS FOR SB 1964

The Honorable Dawn K. Roberts
Interim Secretary of State

June 1, 2010

Dear Interim Secretary Roberts:

By the authority vested in me as the Governor of Florida, and under
the provisions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, I do
hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you my objections to,
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1964,
enacted during the 42nd Session of the Legislature of Florida, convened
under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of 2010 and
entitled:

An act relating to Design Professionals...

The bill limits the tort liability of design professionals for economic
damages from a design defect. The design professionals affected by the
bill include licensed engineers, surveyors, architects, interior designers,
and landscape architects. This limit of liability grants unique privileges
to design professionals by removing a consumer’s right to bring a tort
action against them for economic damages caused by their negligence.
Other professionals, such as accountants, doctors, and lawyers, cannot
similarly limit their professional duty of care.

An error in design may create significant economic damages to both
business and home owners. I am concerned this bill fails to provide any
alternate remedies and shifts the losses for design defects to consumers.
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For the reasons stated above, I am hereby withholding my approval of
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1964
and do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Charlie Crist, Governor

VETO OF CS FOR CS FOR SB 2044

The Honorable Dawn K. Roberts
Interim Secretary of State

June 1, 2010

Dear Interim Secretary Roberts:

By the authority vested in me as Governor of the State of Florida,
under the provisions of Article III, Section 8, of the Constitution of
Florida, I do hereby withhold my approval of and transmit to you my
objections to, Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate
Bill 2044, enacted during the 42nd Session of the Legislature of Florida,
convened under the Constitution of 1968, during the Regular Session of
2010 and entitled:

An act relating to Insurance...

Senate Bill 2044 makes numerous changes to the law relating pri-
marily to residential property insurance. I am most concerned about the
expansion of the current expedited rate filing procedure for property
insurers that makes it easier to increase Floridians premiums. During
these very difficult economic times, Florida’s consumers should not have
to be concerned with an additional premium increase to their policy.

Additionally, the bill makes troubling changes to the way mitigation
discounts are applied. Specifically, responsible Floridians who have al-
ready made investments to harden their homes could be unfairly pena-
lized.

Therefore, I am withholding my approval of Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 2044, and do hereby veto the same.

Sincerely,
Charlie Crist, Governor

The bills, together with the Governor’s objections thereto,
were referred to the Committee on Rules.

CONSIDERATION OF VETOED BILL

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote CS for CS for SB
1516 (2010 Regular Session) together with the Governor’s objections
thereto was withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and taken up.

CS for CS for SB 1516—An act relating to state-owned lands;
amending s. 193.023, F.S.; requiring the property appraiser to physically
inspect any parcel of state-owned real property upon the request of the
taxpayer or owner; amending s. 193.085, F.S.; removing provisions re-
quiring the Department of Revenue to notify property appraisers of state
ownership of real property; requiring local governments to notify prop-
erty appraisers of lands owned by the local government; amending s.
213.053, F.S.; authorizing the Department of Revenue to disclose certain
information to the Department of Environmental Protection regarding
state-owned lands; amending s. 216.0152, F.S.; requiring the Depart-
ment of Management Services to maintain an automated inventory of all
facilities owned, leased, rented, or otherwise occupied or maintained by
any agency of the state, the judicial branch, or a water management
district; requiring that the facilities inventory data be provided to the
department on or before a specified date each year by the owning or
operating state agency; requiring that the Department of Transportation
identify and dispose of surplus property pursuant to ss. 337.25 and
339.04, F.S.; requiring the Department of Management Services to adopt
rules; directing the department to update its inventory with information
concerning the physical condition of facilities that have 3,000 square feet
or more of space; creating s. 216.0153, F.S.; directing the Department of
Environmental Protection to create, administer, operate, and maintain a
comprehensive system for all state lands and real property leased,
owned, rented, or otherwise occupied or maintained by any state agency,
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the judicial branch, or a water management district; providing for a
database of all real property owned or leased by the state; requiring all
state agencies to enter required real property information into the
comprehensive state-owned real property system; requiring the Division
of State Lands to submit an annual report to the Governor and Legis-
lature which lists the state-owned real property recommended for dis-
position; amending s. 253.03, F.S.; requiring the Department of Revenue
to furnish, in electronic form, annual current tax roll data for public
lands to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
to be used in compiling the inventory of public lands; requiring the board
to use tax roll data from the Department of Revenue to assist in the
identification and confirmation of publicly held lands; amending s.
253.034, F.S.; removing provisions relating to an inventory of public
lands, including federal lands, within the state; requiring that a building
or parcel of land be offered for lease to state agencies, state universities,
and community colleges before being offered for lease, sublease, or sale
to a local or federal unit of government or a private party; requiring that
priority consideration for such a lease be given to state universities and
community colleges; requiring that a state university or community
college submit a plan regarding the intended use of such building or
parcel of land for review and approval by the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund before approval of a lease; providing
that priority consideration be given to the University of South Florida
Polytechnic for the lease of vacant land and buildings located at the G.
Pierce Wood facility in DeSoto County; providing for future expiration;
implementing the comprehensive state-owned real property system;
setting forth the timeframes in which the Department of Environmental
Protection must complete the comprehensive state-owned real property
system; requiring the department to report to the Governor and Legis-
lature by a specified date; providing for an executive steering committee
for management of the comprehensive state-owned real property system;
describing the composition of the executive steering committee; setting
forth the responsibilities of the executive steering committee; creating a
project management team to work under the direction of the executive
steering committee; requiring the project management team to be
headed by a full-time project manager and to consist of senior managers
and personnel appointed by members of the executive steering com-
mittee; setting forth the responsibilities of the project management
team; providing an appropriation; providing an effective date.

The President put the question: “Shall the bill pass, the Governor’s
objections to the contrary notwithstanding?”

On motion by Senator Ring, CS for CS for SB 1516 (2010 Regular
Session) passed by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of the
members present and was certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:

Yeas—38

Mr. President Gaetz Qelrich
Alexander Garcia Rich
Altman Gardiner Richter
Benacquisto Hays Ring
Bennett Hill Sachs
Bogdanoff Jones Simmons
Bullard Joyner Siplin
Dean Latvala Smith
Detert Lynn Sobel
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Flores Norman

Nays—1

Dockery

On motion by Senator Ring, by two-thirds vote—

SJR 8-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1516, an
act relating to state-owned lands, which bill was passed by both houses
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of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature
and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Com-
mittee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1516, en-
acted during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature, shall take
effect November 17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwithstanding.

—was read the second time in full. On motion by Senator Ring, by two-
thirds vote SJR 8-A was read the third time by title, passed by the
required constitutional three-fifths vote of the membership and certified
to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—38

Mr. President Gaetz Oelrich
Alexander Garcia Rich
Altman Gardiner Richter
Benacquisto Hays Ring
Bennett Hill Sachs
Bogdanoff Jones Simmons
Bullard Joyner Siplin
Dean Latvala Smith
Detert Lynn Sobel
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Storms
Dockery Montford Thrasher
Evers Negron Wise
Fasano Norman

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Flores

CONSIDERATION OF VETOED BILL

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote CS for CS for SB
1842 (2010 Regular Session) together with the Governor’s objections
thereto was withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and taken up.

CS for CS for SB 1842—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
transportation projects; creating s. 335.199, F.S.; directing the Depart-
ment of Transportation to notify certain property owners and local
governmental entities of certain proposed projects before finalizing the
design of certain transportation projects; providing a timeframe for no-
tification; requiring the department to hold a public hearing and receive
public input regarding the effects of the project on local businesses; di-
recting the department to consider the comments in the final design of
the project; providing an effective date.

The President put the question: “Shall the bill pass, the Governor’s
objections to the contrary notwithstanding?”

On motion by Senator Bennett, CS for CS for SB 1842 (2010 Regular
Session) passed by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of the
members present and was certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Evers Lynn
Alexander Fasano Margolis
Altman Flores Montford
Benacquisto Gaetz Negron
Bennett Garcia Norman
Bogdanoff Gardiner Oelrich
Bullard Hays Rich
Dean Hill Richter
Detert Jones Ring
Diaz de la Portilla Joyner Sachs
Dockery Latvala Simmons
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Siplin Sobel Thrasher
Smith Storms Wise
Nays—None

On motion by Senator Bennett, by two-thirds vote—

SJR 10-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1842, an
act relating to transportation projects, which bill was passed by both
houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the Leg-
islature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Com-
mittee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1842, en-
acted during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature, shall take
effect November 17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwithstanding.

—was read the second time in full. On motion by Senator Bennett, by
two-thirds vote SJR 10-A was read the third time by title, passed by the
required constitutional three-fifths vote of the membership and certified
to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Flores Norman
Alexander Gaetz Oelrich
Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Bullard Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Nays—None

By direction of the President, the rules were waived and the Senate
proceeded to—

SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR

On motion by Senator Evers, by two-thirds vote—

SB 2-A—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to public health;
amending s. 381.0065, F.S.; delaying the implementation date of provi-
sions requiring the Department of Health to administer an onsite sew-
age treatment and disposal system evaluation program; providing an
effective date.

—was read the second time by title. On motion by Senator Evers, by
two-thirds vote SB 2-A was read the third time by title, passed and
certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—38

Mr. President Evers Margolis
Alexander Fasano Montford
Altman Flores Negron
Benacquisto Gaetz Norman
Bennett Garcia Oelrich
Bogdanoff Gardiner Rich
Bullard Hays Richter
Dean Hill Ring
Detert Joyner Sachs
Diaz de la Portilla Latvala Simmons
Dockery Lynn Siplin
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Smith Storms Wise
Sobel Thrasher

Nays—1

Jones

On motion by Senator Negron, by two-thirds vote—

SM 4-A—A memorial to the Congress of the United States, urging
Congress to amend Title XIX of the Social Security Act and declaring the
intent of the Florida Legislature to amend Florida Statutes relating to
the Florida Medicaid program.

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States establishes a lim-
ited Federal Government and guarantees the rights of individuals and
the rights of states, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Constitution requires a balanced budget and
establishes the foundation for the state’s fiscal responsibilities, and

WHEREAS, the Medicaid program was established in 1965 as a fed-
eral and state partnership, based on shared responsibility, distinct au-
thority, and mutual financial participation, and

WHEREAS, Florida’s Medicaid program has operated for 45 years
with authority to determine eligibility, define covered services, and set
payment levels, and

WHEREAS, decisions by the Florida Legislature about Medicaid must
be made after consideration of the ongoing tax burden carried by Flor-
idians, the state’s available resources, and other state obligations, and

WHEREAS, the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
eliminates state discretionary powers over eligibility by mandating
coverage of at least 1.8 million new enrollees in Florida and prohibiting
any changes to current eligibility standards, and

WHEREAS, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act further
hinders the state’s ability to manage its resources by mandating pre-
viously optional services, requiring specific payment levels to certain
providers, and imposing numerous additional administrative require-
ments, and

WHEREAS, the cumulative effect of new federal requirements is to
commandeer an increasing amount of Florida’s resources while leaving
the state with few options for cost containment or program improve-
ment, and

WHEREAS, Florida’s current Medicaid program is expected to cost
more than $20 billion per year, including $5.5 billion in state funds, and
will require more than $2.5 billion in additional general revenue to meet
current commitments in the next 3 fiscal years, and

WHEREAS, additional requirements imposed by the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act will add nearly another $1 billion more to
the state’s financial obligation by 2016, require an escalating state fi-
nancial commitment, and disallow essential means of state fiscal control,
and

WHEREAS, the performance of Florida’s Medicaid program is un-
dermined by limited physician participation, complex programmatic
design, extensive fraud, and inadequate quality controls, and

WHEREAS, Medicaid participants are poorly served by a program
that cannot deliver coordinated and accessible health care, and

WHEREAS, the future of Florida’s Medicaid program requires the
delivery of more effective and affordable services to a growing, diverse,
and aging population, and

WHEREAS, the rebuilding of Florida’s Medicaid program is best ac-
complished through extension and modification of the current Medicaid
reform waiver, and

WHEREAS, the Agency for Health Care Administration is negotiating
pursuant to chapter 2010-144, Laws of Florida, an extension of the
current Medicaid reform waiver beyond its 5-year term, and requires
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additional legislative guidance to successfully complete the negotiation,
and

WHEREAS, the objectives contained in this memorial are meant to be
instructive to the Agency for Health Care Administration in its nego-
tiations for the extension of the Medicaid reform waiver, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature intends to transform the Florida
Medicaid program into a statewide integrated managed care program for
all services, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

(1) That the Florida Legislature urges Congress to amend Title XIX
of the Social Security Act in order to reestablish a fair and prudent
federal-state partnership that respects the constitutional requirements
and fiscal constraints of each government and enables states to provide
cost-effective health care services to low-income residents.

(2) That the Florida Legislature urges Congress to restructure the
Medicaid program based on the following principles:

(a) The federal-state partnership for Medicaid should be modeled on
the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of
1996, with federal funding distributed based on population and tied to
specific goals and objectives, thereby allowing each state the freedom to
craft a Medicaid program that meets the needs of its residents.

(b) Participants should be empowered to use the public resources
provided for their health care to purchase private health insurance when
they determine such insurance better meets their needs.

(¢) A focus on prevention and the cost-effective use of services should
be established by fostering personal responsibility and rewarding heal-
thy behaviors.

(d) Decisionmaking should be decentralized in order to allow provi-
ders and plans to compete to deliver better value to consumers through
innovative service packages, organizational forms, delivery systems, and
payment methods.

(e) Participants should be given every opportunity to achieve optimal
health through systematic, transparent, and continuous outcome mea-
surement and quality improvement.

(3) That the Florida Legislature resolves, even without the federal
reforms described herein, to adopt comprehensive legislation in the 2011
Regular Session to accomplish the following objectives:

(a) To improve program performance by expanding key components
of the Medicaid managed care pilot program statewide, while strength-
ening accountability for improved patient outcomes and preserving
meaningful choices for participants.

(b) To improve access to coordinated care by enrolling all Medicaid
participants in managed care except those specifically exempted due to
short-term eligibility, limited service eligibility, or institutional place-
ment.

(¢) To enhance fiscal predictability and financial management by
converting the purchase of Medicaid services to capitated, risk-adjusted
payment systems.

(d) To use the expertise of managed care organizations, including
both health maintenance organizations and provider service networks,
to provide all coverage and services for medical assistance and long-term
care, including home and community-based services.

(e) To make the state a more prudent purchaser through the use of
regional, competitive procurements to select, based on quality and price,
a limited number of managed care organizations, including at least one
provider service network in each region.

(f) To protect participants’ choices and dignity by expanding the use
of the opt-out provisions of the pilot program and allowing Medicaid
funds to be used for any state-regulated private coverage, rather than
limiting this option to employment-based health benefits.



(g) To phase in implementation of the statewide managed care pro-
gram, allowing adequate time for development of managed long-term
care and reserving the final phase of the implementation of managed
care for persons with developmental disabilities.

(4) That the Florida Legislature resolves to enact reforms that es-
tablish a more fair and predictable civil justice system and reduce dis-
incentives for serving Medicaid participants.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this memorial be dis-
patched to the President of the United States, to the President of the
United States Senate, to the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, and to each member of the Florida delegation to the
United States Congress.

—was read the second time in full. On motion by Senator Negron, SM
4-A was adopted and certified to the House.

RECESS

The President declared the Senate recessed at 4:22 p.m. to reconvene
upon his call.

CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by the President at 4:37 p.m. A quorum
present.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed HB 545 by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of all
Members voting, the Governor’s objections to the contrary notwith-
standing, and requests the concurrence of the Senate.

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF VETOED BILL

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote HB 545 (2010
Regular Session) together with the Governor’s objections thereto was
withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and taken up.

HB 545—A bill to be entitled An act relating to residential property
sales; repealing s. 689.262, F.S., relating to sales of residential property
in wind-borne debris regions and required disclosures of windstorm
mitigation ratings to purchasers; providing an effective date.

The President put the question: “Shall the bill pass, the Governor’s
objections to the contrary notwithstanding?”

On motion by Senator Altman, HB 545 (2010 Regular Session) passed
by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of the members present
and was certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—35

Mr. President Gardiner Rich
Alexander Hays Richter
Altman Hill Ring
Benacquisto Jones Sachs
Bullard Joyner Simmons
Dean Latvala Siplin
Detert Lynn Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Sobel
Dockery Montford Storms
Evers Negron Thrasher
Fasano Norman Wise
Gaetz Oelrich

Nays—None
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Vote after roll call:

Yea—Bennett, Bogdanoff, Flores, Garcia

On motion by Senator Altman, by two-thirds vote—

SJR 12-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
House Bill 545, an act relating to residential property sales, which bill
was passed by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular
Session of the Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, House
Bill 545, enacted during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature,
shall take effect November 17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwith-
standing.

—was read the second time in full.

Pending further consideration of SJR 12-A, on motion by Senator
Altman, by two-thirds vote HJR 1-A was withdrawn from the Com-
mittee on Rules.

On motion by Senator Altman—

HJR 1-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
House Bill 545, an act relating to residential property sales, which bill
was passed by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular
Session of the Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, House
Bill 545, enacted during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature,
shall take effect November 17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwith-
standing.

—a companion measure, was substituted for SJR 12-A and by two-
thirds vote read the second time in full.

On motion by Senator Altman, by two-thirds vote HJR 1-A was read
the third time by title, passed by the required constitutional three-fifths
vote of the membership and was certified to the House. The vote on
passage was:

Yeas—37

Alexander Gaetz Rich
Altman Gardiner Richter
Benacquisto Hays Ring
Bennett Hill Sachs
Bogdanoff Jones Simmons
Bullard Joyner Siplin
Dean Latvala Smith
Detert Lynn Sobel
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Storms
Dockery Montford Thrasher
Evers Negron Wise
Fasano Norman

Flores Qelrich

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Garcia

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS for HB 569 by the required constitutional two-thirds vote
of all Members voting, the Governor’s objections to the contrary not-
withstanding, and requests the concurrence of the Senate.

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk
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CONSIDERATION OF VETOED BILL

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote CS for HB 569
(2010 Regular Session) together with the Governor’s objections thereto
was withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and taken up.

CS for HB 569—A bill to be entitled An act relating to solid waste
disposal; amending s. 403.708, F.S.; authorizing the disposal of yard
trash at a Class I landfill if the landfill has a system for collecting landfill
gas and arranging for the reuse of the gas; requiring the Department of
Environmental Protection to develop and adopt a methodology to award
recycling credit for such use; requiring the landfill to obtain a minor
permit modification to its operating permit before receiving yard trash;
specifying which entities of local government may accept incidental
amounts of yard trash at a landfill; providing applicability; providing an
effective date.

The President put the question: “Shall the bill pass, the Governor’s
objections to the contrary notwithstanding?”

On motion by Senator Gaetz, CS for HB 569 (2010 Regular Session)
passed by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of the members
present and was certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Flores Norman
Alexander Gaetz Oelrich
Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Bullard Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Nays—None

On motion by Senator Gaetz, by two-thirds vote—

SJR 14-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Committee Substitute for House Bill 569, an act relating to solid waste
disposal, which bill was passed by both houses of the Legislature during
the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the
Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Com-
mittee Substitute for House Bill 569, enacted during the 2010 Regular
Session of the Legislature, shall take effect November 17, 2010, the veto
of the Governor notwithstanding.

—was read the second time in full.

Pending further consideration of SJR 14-A, on motion by Senator
Gaetz, by two-thirds vote HJR 3-A was withdrawn from the Committee
on Rules.

On motion by Senator Gaetz—

HJR 3-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Committee Substitute for House Bill 569, an act relating to solid waste
disposal, which bill was passed by both houses of the Legislature during
the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the
Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Com-
mittee Substitute for House Bill 569, enacted during the 2010 Regular
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Session of the Legislature, shall take effect November 17, 2010, the veto
of the Governor notwithstanding.

—a companion measure, was substituted for SJR 14-A and by two-
thirds vote read the second time in full.

On motion by Senator Gaetz, by two-thirds vote HJR 3-A was read the
third time by title, passed by the required constitutional three-fifths vote
of the membership and was certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Flores Norman
Alexander Gaetz Oelrich
Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Bullard Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Nays—None

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS for CS for CS for HB 981 by the required constitutional
two-thirds vote of all Members voting, the Governor’s objections to the
contrary notwithstanding, and requests the concurrence of the Senate.

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF VETOED BILL

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote CS for CS for CS
for HB 981 (2010 Regular Session) together with the Governor’s objec-
tions thereto was withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and taken

up.

CS for CS for CS for HB 981—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
agriculture; amending s. 193.461, F.S,; clarifying that land classified as
agricultural retains that classification when offered for sale under cer-
tain circumstances; providing for retroactive application; providing the
methodology for assessing certain structures and improvements used for
horticultural production; amending s. 369.20, F.S.; authorizing the Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission to enter into an agreement with
the Department of Environmental Protection for the uniform regulation
of pesticides applied to waters of the state; revising exemptions from
water pollution permits; amending s. 403.088, F.S.; providing permits for
applying pesticides to the waters of the state; requiring the Department
of Environmental Protection to enter into agreements with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the commission for the
uniform regulation of pesticides applied to the waters of the state; au-
thorizing temporary deviations from certain rule provisions adopted by
the Department of Environmental Protection for certain pesticides
under certain conditions; amending s. 487.163, F.S.; requiring the De-
partment of Agriculture and Consumer Services to enter into an agree-
ment with the Department of Environmental Protection for the uniform
regulation of pesticides applied to the waters of the state; amending s.
573.112, F.S.; providing that the Citrus Research and Development
Foundation shall provide advice to the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services with respect to citrus research marketing orders,
conduct citrus research, and perform other duties assigned by the de-
partment; amending s. 573.118, F.S.; providing for the deposit of certain
agricultural assessments; revising the assessment rate on citrus fruit;
amending s. 581.031, F.S.; expanding the type of research projects that
may be conducted by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services; amending s. 601.07, F.S.; revising the location of the executive
offices of the Department of Citrus; requiring the department and re-



10 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

presentatives of the state pest control industry to submit a report to the
Legislature; requiring that the report include recommendations for
changes in the law to provide for disciplinary action against licensees of
the pest control industry under certain circumstances; providing that the
report may also address additional issues of concern to the department
and members of the industry; providing an effective date.

The President put the question: “Shall the bill pass, the Governor’s
objections to the contrary notwithstanding?”

On motion by Senator Alexander, CS for CS for CS for HB 981 (2010
Regular Session) passed by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of
the members present and was certified to the House. The vote on pas-
sage was:

Yeas—35

Mr. President Gaetz Rich
Alexander Garcia Richter
Altman Gardiner Ring
Benacquisto Hill Sachs
Bennett Jones Simmons
Bogdanoff Latvala Siplin
Bullard Lynn Smith
Dean Margolis Sobel
Detert Montford Storms
Diaz de la Portilla Negron Thrasher
Evers Norman Wise
Flores Oelrich

Nays—2

Fasano Joyner

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Hays

DISCLOSURE

I am manager of Blue Head Farms, LLC, which has a range of agri-
cultural interests. CS for CS for CS for HB 981 contains amendments
that potentially affect the cost of equipment useful in the growing certain
types of crops produced by Blue Head Farms, which in turn potentially
affects the cost of operation of a portion of Blue Head Farms’ business.
Therefore, I believe that, in an abundance of caution, I should disclose
the above facts pursuant to Senate Rule 1.39.

Senator JD Alexander, District 17

On motion by Senator Alexander, by two-thirds vote—

SJR 16-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute
for House Bill 981, an act relating to agriculture, which bill was passed
by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the
Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Council
Substitute for Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for House
Bill 981, enacted during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature,
shall take effect November 17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwith-
standing.

—was read the second time in full.

Pending further consideration of SJR 16-A, on motion by Senator
Alexander, by two-thirds vote HJR 5-A was withdrawn from the Com-
mittee on Rules.

On motion by Senator Alexander—

HJR 5-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute

November 16, 2010

for House Bill 981, an act relating to agriculture, which bill was passed
by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the
Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Council
Substitute for Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for House
Bill 981, enacted during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature,
shall take effect November 17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwith-
standing.

—a companion measure, was substituted for SJR 16-A and by two-
thirds vote read the second time in full.

On motion by Senator Alexander, by two-thirds vote HJR 5-A was
read the third time by title, passed by the required constitutional three-
fifths vote of the membership and was certified to the House. The vote on
passage was:

Yeas—38

Mr. President Flores Qelrich
Alexander Gaetz Rich
Altman Gardiner Richter
Benacquisto Hays Ring
Bennett Hill Sachs
Bogdanoff Jones Simmons
Bullard Joyner Siplin
Dean Latvala Smith
Detert Lynn Sobel
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Storms
Dockery Montford Thrasher
Evers Negron Wise
Fasano Norman

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Garcia

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS for CS for HB 1385 by the required constitutional two-
thirds vote of all Members voting, the Governor’s objections to the con-
trary notwithstanding, and requests the concurrence of the Senate.

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF VETOED BILL

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote CS for CS for HB
1385 (2010 Regular Session) together with the Governor’s objections
thereto was withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and taken up.

CS for CS for HB 1385—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
petroleum contamination site cleanup; amending s. 376.3071, F.S.; re-
vising provisions relating to petroleum contamination site selection and
cleanup criteria; deleting obsolete provisions relating to funding for
limited interim soil-source removals; requiring the Department of En-
vironmental Protection to utilize natural attenuation monitoring stra-
tegies to transition sites into long-term natural attenuation monitoring
under specified conditions; providing for natural attenuation and active
remediation of sites; requiring the department to evaluate certain costs
and strategies; prohibiting local governments from denying building
permits under specified conditions; providing requirements for such
permits and related construction, repairs, and renovations; establishing
a low-scored site initiative; providing conditions for participation; re-
quiring the department to issue certain determinations and orders;
providing that certain sites are eligible for payment of preapproved
costs; requiring assessment work to be completed within a certain
timeframe; providing payment and funding limitations; deleting provi-
sions relating to nonreimbursable voluntary cleanup; requiring the in-
stallation of fuel tank upgrades to secondary containment systems to be
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completed by specified deadlines; providing an exception; providing an
effective date.

The President put the question: “Shall the bill pass, the Governor’s

objections to the contrary notwithstanding?”

On motion by Senator Hays, CS for CS for HB 1385 (2010 Regular
Session) passed by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of the
members present and was certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Flores Norman
Alexander Gaetz Oelrich
Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Bullard Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Nays—None

On motion by Senator Hays, by two-thirds vote—

SJR 18-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1385, an act
relating to petroleum contamination site cleanup, which bill was passed
by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the
Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Council
Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1385, enacted during
the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature, shall take effect November
17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwithstanding.

—was read the second time in full.

Pending further consideration of SJR 18-A, on motion by Senator
Hays, by two-thirds vote HJR 7-A was withdrawn from the Committee
on Rules.

On motion by Senator Hays—

HJR 7-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1385, an act
relating to petroleum contamination site cleanup, which bill was passed
by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the
Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Council
Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1385, enacted during
the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature, shall take effect November
17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwithstanding.

—a companion measure, was substituted for SJR 18-A and by two-
thirds vote read the second time in full.

On motion by Senator Hays, by two-thirds vote HJR 7-A was read the
third time by title, passed by the required constitutional three-fifths vote
of the membership and was certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Alexander Altman
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Benacquisto Garcia Oelrich
Bennett Gardiner Rich
Bogdanoff Hays Richter
Bullard Hill Ring
Dean Jones Sachs
Detert Joyner Simmons
Diaz de la Portilla Latvala Siplin
Dockery Lynn Smith
Evers Margolis Sobel
Fasano Montford Storms
Flores Negron Thrasher
Gaetz Norman Wise
Nays—None

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives,
by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of the members voting, has
reinstated specific appropriation 185 and its related proviso on page 54
of HB 5001, the Governor’s objections to the contrary notwithstanding,
and requests the concurrence of the Senate.

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF SPECIFIC APPROPRIATION
185 OF HB 5001, VETOED APPROPRIATION

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote, line item 185 of
HB 5001 (2010 Regular Session) together with the Governor’s objections
thereto was withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and taken up.

HB 5001—A bill to be entitled An act making appropriations; pro-
viding moneys for the annual period beginning July 1, 2010, and ending
June 30, 2011, to pay salaries, and other expenses, capital outlay -
buildings, and other improvements, and for other specified purposes of
the various agencies of state government; providing an effective date.

The President put the question: “Shall line item 185 of the bill pass,
the Governor’s objections to the contrary notwithstanding?”

On motion by Senator Alexander, line item 185 of HB 5001 (2010
Regular Session) passed by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of
the members present and was certified to the House. The vote on pas-
sage was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Flores Norman
Alexander Gaetz Oelrich
Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Bullard Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Nays—None

On motion by Senator Alexander, by two-thirds vote—

SJR 22-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Specific Appropriation 185 of chapter 2010-152, Laws of Florida, an act
making appropriations, which act was passed by both houses of the
Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session and thereafter Specific
Appropriation 185 (SPECIAL CATEGORIES, GRANTS AND AIDS -
SHANDS TEACHING HOSPITAL, FROM GENERAL REVENUE



12 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

FUND) of that act and the proviso to that appropriation were vetoed by
the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Specific
Appropriation 185 of chapter 2010-152, Laws of Florida, including the
proviso to that appropriation, enacted during the 2010 Regular Session
of the Legislature, shall take effect November 17, 2010, the veto of the
Governor notwithstanding.

—was read the second time in full.

Pending further consideration of SJR 22-A, on motion by Senator
Alexander, by two-thirds vote HJR 11-A was withdrawn from the
Committee on Rules.

On motion by Senator Alexander—

HJR 11-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Specific Appropriation 185 of chapter 2010-152, Laws of Florida, an act
making appropriations, which act was passed by both houses of the
Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session and thereafter Specific
Appropriation 185 (SPECIAL CATEGORIES, GRANTS AND AIDS -
SHANDS TEACHING HOSPITAL, FROM GENERAL REVENUE
FUND) of that act and the proviso to that appropriation were vetoed by
the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Specific
Appropriation 185 of chapter 2010-152, Laws of Florida, including the
proviso to that appropriation, enacted during the 2010 Regular Session
of the Legislature, shall take effect November 17, 2010, the veto of the
Governor notwithstanding.

—a companion measure, was substituted for SJR 22-A and by two-
thirds vote read the second time in full.

On motion by Senator Alexander, by two-thirds vote HJR 11-A was
read the third time by title, passed by the required constitutional three-
fifths vote of the membership and was certified to the House. The vote on
passage was:

Yeas—39

Mr. President Flores Norman
Alexander Gaetz Oelrich
Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Bullard Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Nays—None

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS for CS for HB 1565 by the required constitutional two-
thirds vote of the members voting, the Governor’s objections to the
contrary notwithstanding, and requests the concurrence of the Senate.

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF VETOED BILL

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote CS for CS for HB
1565 (2010 Regular Session) together with the Governor’s objections
thereto was withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and taken up.
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CS for CS for HB 1565—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
rulemaking; amending s. 120.54, F.S.; requiring each agency, before
adopting, amending, or repealing certain rules, to prepare a statement of
estimated regulatory costs of the proposed rule if the proposed rule has
adverse impacts on small business or increases regulatory costs; pro-
viding an exception to circumstances under which an emergency rule
shall not be effective; amending s. 120.541, F.S.; providing circumstances
under which an agency shall prepare or revise a statement of estimated
regulatory costs; providing notice requirements; providing that an
agency’s failure to prepare a statement of estimated regulatory costs or
respond to a written lower cost regulatory alternative is a material
failure to follow the applicable rulemaking procedures or requirements
of the chapter; specifying circumstances under which certain challenges
may not be raised; providing exceptions; specifying the requirements for
an economic analysis on a proposed rule or rule changes; requiring that a
rule impact analysis for small businesses include the agency’s basis for
not implementing alternatives to a proposed rule; providing circum-
stances under which a rule shall not take effect until ratified by the
Legislature; providing that the act is not applicable to certain specified
rules or standards; amending s. 120.56, F.S.; providing for revised
statements of estimated regulatory costs as a basis for challenging a
rule; amending s. 120.60, F.S.; authorizing an agency to provide by rule
for the time period for submitting additional information needed for a
license application; requiring that certain requests to receive notice re-
lating to a license application be submitted in writing; providing an
effective date.

The President put the question: “Shall the bill pass, the Governor’s
objections to the contrary notwithstanding?”

On motion by Senator Bennett, CS for CS for HB 1565 (2010 Regular
Session) passed by the required constitutional two-thirds vote of the
members present and was certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:

Yeas—32

Mr. President Garcia Oelrich
Alexander Gardiner Richter
Benacquisto Hays Ring
Bennett Hill Sachs
Bogdanoff Jones Simmons
Dean Latvala Siplin
Detert Lynn Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Flores Negron Wise
Gaetz Norman

Nays—7

Altman Fasano Sobel
Bullard Joyner

Dockery Rich

On motion by Senator Bennett, by two-thirds vote—

SJR 20-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1565, an act
relating to rulemaking, which bill was passed by both houses of the
Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature and
thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Council
Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1565, enacted during
the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature, shall take effect November
17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwithstanding.

—was read the second time in full.
Pending further consideration of SJR 20-A, on motion by Senator

Bennett, by two-thirds vote HJR 9-A was withdrawn from the Com-
mittee on Rules.
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On motion by Senator Bennett— Yeas—36
HJR 9-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for My President Flores Oelrich
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1565, an act  Ajaxander Gaetz Rich
relating to rulemaking, which bill was passed by both houses of the : :
Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature and Altman . Gardiner R%chter
Benacquisto Hays Ring
thereafter vetoed by the Governor. :
Bennett Hill Sachs
Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida: Bogdanoff Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Pursuant to Section 9 of Article III of the State Constitution, Council  Detert Latvala Smith
Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1565, enacted during )55 de 1a Portilla Lynn Sobel
the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature, shall take effect November Dockery Margolis Storms
17, 2010, the veto of the Governor notwithstanding. Evers Montford Thrasher
—a companion measure, was substituted for SJR 20-A and by two- Fasano Negron Wise
thirds vote read the second time in full.
Nays—2
On motion by Senator Bennett, by two-thirds vote HJR 9-A was read
the third time by title, passed by the required constitutional three-fifths  Bullard Norman

vote of the membership and was certified to the House. The vote on
passage was:

Yeas—34

Alexander Gardiner Richter
Benacquisto Hays Ring
Bennett Hill Sachs
Bogdanoff Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Flores Negron Wise
Gaetz Norman

Garcia Oelrich

Nays—4

Altman Bullard Fasano
Rich

SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR

On motion by Senator Bennett, by two-thirds vote—

SB 6-A—A Dill to be entitled An act relating to energy efficiency re-
bate programs; authorizing the Florida Energy and Climate Commission
to pay certain rebates pursuant to the Florida ENERGY STAR Re-
sidential HVAC Rebate Program; authorizing the Florida Energy and
Climate Commission to pay certain rebates pursuant to the Solar En-
ergy System Incentives Program; providing appropriations; providing a
penalty; providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of SB 6-A, on motion by Senator Ben-
nett, by two-thirds vote HB 15-A was withdrawn from the Committee on
Rules.

On motion by Senator Bennett—

HB 15-A—A bill to be entitled An act relating to energy efficiency
rebate programs; authorizing the Florida Energy and Climate Com-
mission to pay certain rebates pursuant to the Florida ENERGY STAR
Residential HVAC Rebate Program; authorizing the Florida Energy and
Climate Commission to pay certain rebates pursuant to the Solar En-
ergy System Incentives Program; providing appropriations; providing a
penalty; providing an effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for SB 6-A and by two-thirds
vote read the second time by title.

On motion by Senator Bennett, by two-thirds vote HB 15-A was read
the third time by title, passed and certified to the House. The vote on
passage was:

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS

On motion by Senator Lynn—
By Senators Lynn and Thrasher—

SR 24-A—A resolution recognizing the value provided to this state by
NASCAR, the Homestead-Miami Speedway, and the Ford Champion-
ship Weekend.

WHEREAS, Florida has long been the preeminent site in the nation
for professional motorsports racing, and

WHEREAS, Florida is the birthplace of the National Association for
Stock Car Auto Racing, the most popular form of motorsports in the
world, with more of the top 20 highest-attended sporting events in the
United States than any other sport, and

WHEREAS, the champions of NASCAR’s three national racing series,
the Camping World Truck Series, the Nationwide Series, and the Sprint
Cup Series, will be crowned during the upcoming Ford Championship
Weekend, November 19 through 21, at the Homestead-Miami Speedway,
and

WHEREAS, tens of thousands of fans from across the United States
and around the world will travel to South Florida to watch these world-
class events and enjoy the hospitality and this beautiful state, while
millions more nationwide will watch the broadcasts of these events, and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida benefits from more than $250 million
in annual economic impact that is generated by events at the Home-
stead-Miami Speedway, and

WHEREAS, professional motorsports events annually create more
than $2 billion in economic impact and more than 38,000 jobs for this
state, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the enormous value of NASCAR, the Homestead-Miami Speed-
way, and the Ford Championship Weekend are hereby recognized, and
all residents and businesses of this state are encouraged to join in sup-
porting NASCAR’s Ford Championship Weekend at the Homestead-
Miami Speedway.

—was introduced out of order and read by title. On motion by Senator
Lynn, SR 24-A was read the second time in full and adopted.

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR AND
OTHER EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS
EXECUTIVE BUSINESS
The following Executive Order was filed with the Secretary:

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 10-222
(Executive Order of Suspension)



14 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

WHEREAS, Stephanie Kraft is presently serving as a member of the
School Board of Broward County; and

WHEREAS, on October 4, 2010, the State Attorney’s Office for the
Seventeenth Judicial Circuit, Broward County, Florida, issued an In-
formation charging Stephanie Kraft with one count of unlawful com-
pensation, in violation of sections 838.016(1), (2), and 777.011, Florida
Statutes; one count of bribery, in violation of sections 838.015(1) and
777.011, Florida Statutes; one count of official misconduct, in violation of
section 838.022, Florida Statutes; and one count of conspiracy to commit
unlawful compensation, bribery and/or official misconduct, in violation of
sections 838.016, 838.015, 777.011, and 777.04(3), Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, article IV, section 7, Florida Constitution, provides that
the Governor may suspend from office any county officer for “mal-
feasance, misfeasance, neglect of duty, drunkenness, incompetence,
permanent inability to perform official duties, or commission of a felony

RE

WHEREAS, these violations of sections 777.04(3), 838.013, 838.016,
and 838.022 constitute felonies, and, individually or collectively, con-
stitute malfeasance and/or misfeasance; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the residents of Broward
County, and the citizens of the State of Florida, that Stephanie Kraft be
immediately suspended from the public office, which she now holds,
upon the grounds set forth in this Executive Order;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, CHARLIE CRIST, Governor of Florida, pur-
suant to article IV, section 7, Florida Constitution, do find as follows:

A. Stephanie Kraft is, and at all times material was, a member of the
School Board of Broward County.

B. The office of School Board of Broward County is within the pur-
view of the suspension powers of the Governor, pursuant to article IV,
section 7, Florida Constitution.

C. The attached Information alleges that Stephanie Kraft committed
acts in violation of the laws of Florida. This suspension is predicated
upon the attached Information which alleges the commission of felonies,
and which alleged conduct constitutes malfeasance and/or misfeasance,
and is incorporated as if fully set forth in this Executive Order.

BEING FULLY ADVISED in the premises, and in accordance with the
Constitution and the laws of the State of Florida, this Executive Order is
issued, effective today:

Section 1. Stephanie Kraft is suspended from the public office which
she now holds, to wit: member of the School Board of Broward County.

Section 2. Stephanie Kraft is prohibited from performing any official
act, duty, or function of public office; from receiving any pay or allow-
ance; and from being entitled to any of the emoluments or privileges of
public office during the period of this suspension, which period shall be
from today, until a further Executive Order is issued, or as otherwise
provided by law.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and have caused the Great Seal of the
State of Florida to be affixed at Tallahassee, this
4th day of October, 2010.

Charlie Crist
GOVERNOR

ATTEST:
Dawn K. Roberts
INTERIM SECRETARY OF STATE

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES
FIRST READING
The Honorable Mike Haridopolos, President
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives

has passed HJR 1-A, HJR 3-A, HJR 5-A, HJR 7-A, HJR 9-A, HJR 11-A,
HB 15-A and requests the concurrence of the Senate.

November 16, 2010

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk

By Representative(s) Hukill—

HJR 1-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
House Bill 545, an act relating to residential property sales, which bill
was passed by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular
Session of the Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Representative(s) Hooper—

HJR 3-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Committee Substitute for House Bill 569, an act relating to solid waste
disposal, which bill was passed by both houses of the Legislature during
the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the
Governor.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Representative(s) Grimsley—

HJR 5-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute
for House Bill 981, an act relating to agriculture, which bill was passed
by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the
Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Representative(s) Nelson—

HJR 7-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1385, an act
relating to petroleum contamination site cleanup, which bill was passed
by both houses of the Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the
Legislature and thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Representative(s) Dorworth—

HJR 9-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Council Substitute for Committee Substitute for House Bill 1565, an act
relating to rulemaking, which bill was passed by both houses of the
Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session of the Legislature and
thereafter vetoed by the Governor.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Representative(s) Grimsley—

HJR 11-A—A joint resolution establishing a new effective date for
Specific Appropriation 185 of chapter 2010-152, Laws of Florida, an act
making appropriations, which act was passed by both houses of the
Legislature during the 2010 Regular Session and thereafter Specific
Appropriation 185 (SPECIAL CATEGORIES, GRANTS AND AIDS -
SHANDS TEACHING HOSPITAL, FROM GENERAL REVENUE
FUND) of that act and the proviso to that appropriation were vetoed by
the Governor.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Representative(s) McKeel—

HB 15-A—A bill to be entitled An act relating to energy efficiency
rebate programs; authorizing the Florida Energy and Climate Com-
mission to pay certain rebates pursuant to the Florida ENERGY STAR
Residential HVAC Rebate Program; authorizing the Florida Energy and
Climate Commission to pay certain rebates pursuant to the Solar En-
ergy System Incentives Program; providing appropriations; providing a
penalty; providing an effective date.



November 16, 2010

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

RETURNING MESSAGES — FINAL ACTION
The Honorable Mike Haridopolos, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed SB 2-A, SJR 8-A and SJR 10-A; passed CS for CS for SB 1516
and CS for CS for SB 1842 by the required constitutional two-thirds vote
of the members present in the House; and adopted SM 4-A.

Robert L. “Bob” Ward, Clerk

The bills contained in the foregoing messages were ordered enrolled.

COMMUNICATION

The Honorable Dawn K. Roberts
Interim Secretary of State

November 16, 2010

Dear Secretary Roberts:

I hand you herewith Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute
for Senate Bill 1516 of the 2010 Regular Session of the Florida Legis-
lature, entitled:

An act relating to state-owned lands;

which has passed the Senate and the House of Representatives by the
required Constitutional two-thirds vote of the members voting in each
house in accordance with Article III, Section 8, of the State Constitution,
the Governor’s objections to the contrary notwithstanding.

Respectfully yours,

R. Philip Twogood
Secretary of the Senate

Robert L. “Bob” Ward
Clerk of the House
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The Honorable Dawn K. Roberts
Interim Secretary of State

November 16, 2010

Dear Secretary Roberts:

I hand you herewith Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute
for Senate Bill 1842 of the 2010 Regular Session of the Florida Legis-
lature, entitled:

An act relating to transportation projects;

which has passed the Senate and the House of Representatives by the
required Constitutional two-thirds vote of the members voting in each
house in accordance with Article III, Section 8, of the State Constitution,
the Governor’s objections to the contrary notwithstanding.

Respectfully yours,

Robert L. “Bob” Ward
Clerk of the House

R. Philip Twogood
Secretary of the Senate

ENROLLING REPORTS

SM 4-A, SJR 8-A and SJR 10-A have been enrolled, signed by the
required Constitutional Officers and filed with the Secretary of State on
November 16, 2010.

R. Philip Twogood, Secretary

CORRECTION AND APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

The Journal of July 20, Special Session C, was corrected and approved.

CO-INTRODUCERS
Senators Lynn—SB 2-A; Storms—SB 2-A

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Senator Thrasher, the Senate in Special Session ad-
journed sine die at 6:01 p.m.



CERTIFICATE

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the foregoing pages, numbered 1 through
15, inclusive, are and constitute a complete, true and correct journal and
record of the proceedings of the Senate of the State of Florida in Special
Session, convened at 3:00 p.m. on the 16th day of November 2010, and
adjourned at 6:01 p.m. on the 16th day of November 2010. Additionally,
there has been included a record of the transmittal of Acts and Resolutions
and actions taken by the Governor subsequent to the sine die adjournment
of the Special Session.

R B Tl

R. Philip Twogood
Secretary of the Senate

Tallahassee, Florida
January 19, 2011
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Final Reports After Adjournment Sine Die 2010 Special Session A

ENROLLING REPORTS MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR AND
OTHER EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS

The Governor advised that he had filed with the Secretary of State the
following bills which he approved—

SB 2-A has been enrolled, signed by the required Constitutional Of-
ficers and presented to the Governor on January 4, 2011.

R. Philip Twogood, Secretary SB 2-A on January 19, 2011.
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MEMBERS OF THE SENATE; BILLS, RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS INTRODUCED

SPECIAL SESSION A
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[Source: Office of Legislative Services]

(Boldfaced bill numbers passed both houses—adopted one-house resolutions also boldfaced.)

ALEXANDER, JD—17th District
Introduced: 16A, 22A

ALTMAN, THAD—24th District
Introduced: 12A

BENNETT, MICHAEL S. “MIKE”—21st District
Introduced: 6A, 10A, 20A

DEAN, CHARLES S. “CHARLIE”, SR.—3rd District
Co-Introduced: 2A

DETERT, NANCY C.—23rd District
Co-Introduced: 2A

EVERS, GREG—2nd District
Co-Introduced: 2A

GAETZ, DON—4th District
Introduced: 2A, 14A
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HAYS, ALAN—20th District
Introduced: 18A
Co-Introduced: 2A

LYNN, EVELYN J.—7th District
Introduced: 24A
Co-Introduced: 2A

NEGRON, JOE—28th District
Introduced: 4A
Co-Introduced: 2A

RING, JEREMY—32nd District
Introduced: 8A

STORMS, RONDA—10th District
Co-Introduced: 2A

THRASHER, JOHN—S8th District
Co-Introduced: 24A
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[Source: Office of Legislative Services]

This index embraces all measures introduced in both the Senate and House. The house of origin is identified by the
letter preceding each bill: S-Senate, H-House. House bills shown in this index include those never received by the
Senate, and their inclusion here is only for the convenience of the user interested in all bills introduced in the

Legislature on a particular subject.

(Boldfaced bill numbers passed both houses—adopted one-house resolutions also boldfaced.)

A

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES, H1565(2010-279), S20-A,
H9-A(PASSED)

AGRICULTURE, H981(2010-277), S16-A, H5-A(PASSED)

APPROPRIATIONS
Energy and Climate Commission, S6-A, H15-A(2010-282)

E

ENERGY
Consumer rebate programs, S6-A, H15-A(2010-282)
Energy and Climate Commission, S6-A, H15-A(2010-282)

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Pollution Control
Contaminated Sites
Rehabilitation, H1385(2010-278), S18-A, H7-A(PASSED)

H

HEALTH, DEPARTMENT OF
Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems See: WATER AND
WASTEWATER

HOSPITALS
Teaching Hospitals
Shands Teaching Hospital (Specific Appropriation 185 of 2010-152),
S22-A, H11-A(PASSED)

J

JOINT RESOLUTIONS, VETOED BILLS-2010 REGULAR SES-
SION, OVERRIDDEN
Appropriations

Shands Teaching Hospital (Specific Appropriation 185 of 2010-152),
S22-A, H11-A(PASSED)

H545(2010-275), effective date 11/17/10, S12-A, H1-A(PASSED)
H569(2010-276), effective date 11/17/10, S14-A, H3-A(PASSED)
H981(2010-277), effective date 11/17/10, S16-A, H5-A(PASSED)
H1385(2010-278), effective date 11/17/10, S18-A, H7-A(PASSED)
H1565(2010-279), effective date 11/17/10, S20-A, H9-A(PASSED)
S1516(2010-280), effective date 11/17/10, S8-A(PASSED)
S51842(2010-281), effective date 11/17/10, S10-A(PASSED)

L

LANDS
State-owned lands, S1516(2010-280), S8-A(PASSED)

M

MEMORIALS
Medicaid program, S4-A(ADOPTED)
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R

REAL PROPERTY
Sale, Disclosure
Windstorm mitigation rating, H545(2010-275), S12-A,
H1-A(PASSED)

RESOLUTIONS
NASCAR, Homestead-Miami Speedway, and Ford Championship
Weekend, S24-A(ADOPTED)

S

SOLID WASTE
Landfills
Generally, H569(2010-276), S14-A, H3-A(PASSED)

T

TRANSPORTATION
State Highway System
Access of adjacent property owners; DOT may not divide state
highways or erect media barriers in areas zoned for business use,
exceptions, S1842(2010-281), S10-A(PASSED)

v

VETOED BILLS-2010 REGULAR SESSION
Abortion, H1143
Administrative procedures, H1565
Agriculture, H981, H7103
Appropriations
General Appropriations Bill, 2010-2011, line-item vetoes, H5001
2010-2011, implementing bill, line-item vetoes, H5003
Campaign financing, H1207
Community development districts, H7203
Design professionals, S1964
Education personnel, S6
Financial Services Department, H5603
Insurance, S2044
Local governments, competitive bidding, S1004
Management Services Department, H5611
Petroleum contamination site cleanup, H1385
Residential property sales, H545
Retirement, H5607
Solid waste disposal, H569
State-owned lands, S1516
Transportation projects, S1842

w
WATER AND WASTEWATER

Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems
Evaluation program, S2-A(2010-283), H17-A
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SENATE BILLS, RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS BY NUMBER
WITH SUBJECT, INTRODUCER AND DISPOSITION

SPECIAL SESSION A
November 16, 2010

(To Obtain the Number of a Bill, see Subject Index)

Abbreviations
BA — Bill Action
Ch. — Chapter Number, Bill Passed

CO — Co-Introducers

CR — Committee Report
CS — Committee Substitute
FR — First Reading

MO — Motion

RC — Reference Change

Boldfaced Page Numbers — Passage of Bill

Types of Bills

SB/HB — Senate/House Bill

SCR/HCR — Senate/House Concurrent Resolution
SJR/HJR — Senate/House Joint Resolution
SM/HM  — Senate/House Memorial

SR — Senate Resolution

Final Disposition

Adopted

CSP — Companion or Similar Bill Passed

DCC — Died in Conference Committee

DCH — Died on House Calendar

DCS — Died on Senate Calendar

DHC — Died in House Committee

DM — Died in Messages

DNI — Died, Not Introduced

DSC — Died in Senate Committee

FPH — Failed to Pass House

FPS — Failed to Pass Senate

LTH — Laid on Table in House

LTS — Laid on Table in Senate

Passed

UHC — Unfavorable Report, House Committee
USC — Unfavorable Report, Senate Committee
Vetoed

WNI — Withdrawn, Not Introduced

WS — Withdrawn from the Senate

SB
2-A

SM
4-A

SB
6-A

SJR
8-A

10-A

12-A

HJR
1-A

3-A
5-A

7-A

Public Health (Gaetz and others) (FR)2, (MO)3, (BA)6, (CO)
15 2010-283

Florida Medicaid Program (Negron) (FR)2, (MO)3, (BA)7,8,
15 Passed

Energy Efficiency Rebate Programs (Bennett) (FR)2, (MO)3,
(BA)13 LTS/CSP-HB 15-A

State-owned Lands/S 1516 New Effective Date (Ring) (FR)2,
(MO)3, (BA)5, 6, 15 Passed

Transportation Projects/S 1842 New Effective Date (Bennett)
(FR)2, (MO)3, (BA)6, 15 Passed

Residential Property Sales/H 545 Effective Date (Altman) (FR)
2, (MO)3, (BA)8 LTS/CSP-HJR 1-A

SJR
14-A

16-A
18-A
20-A
22-A

SR
24-A

Solid Waste Disposal/H 569 New Effective Date (Gaetz) (FR)2,
(MO)3, (BA)9 LTS/CSP-HJR 3-A

Agriculture/H 981 New Effective Date (Alexander) (FR)2, (MO)
3, (BA)10 LTS/CSP-HJR 5-A

Petroleum Contamination Site Cleanup/H 1385 (Hays) (FR)2,
(MO)3, (BA)11 LTS/CSP-HJR 7-A

Rulemaking/H 1565 New Effective Date (Bennett) (FR)2, (MO)
3, (BA)12, (BA)13 LTS/CSP-HJR 9-A
Appropriations/Shands Teaching Hospital (Alexander) (FR)3,
(MO)3, (BA)11, (BA)12 LTS/CSP-HJR 11-A

NASCAR/Homestead-Miami Speedway/Ford Championship
(Lynn and others) (FR)13 Adopted

HOUSE BILLS, RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS RECEIVED IN SENATE

Residential Property Sales/H 545 Effective Date (Hukill) (BA)
8, (FR)14 Passed

Solid Waste Disposal/H 569 New Effective Date (Hooper) (BA)
9, (FR)14 Passed

Agriculture/H 981 New Effective Date (Grimsley) (BA)10, (FR)
14 Passed

Petroleum Contamination Site Cleanup/H 1385 (Nelson) (BA)
11, (FR)14 Passed
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HJR
9-A

11-A

HB
15-A

Rulemaking/H 1565 New Effective Date (Dorworth) (BA)12,
(BA)13, (FR)14 Passed

Appropriations/Shands Teaching Hospital (Grimsley) (BA)12,
(FR)14 Passed

Energy Efficiency Rebate Programs (McKeel) (BA)13, (FR)14
2010-282
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Journal of the Senate

Number 1—Regular Session

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Beginning the Forty-third Regular Session of the Legislature of Florida convened under the Florida
Constitution as revised in 1968, and subsequently amended, and the 113th Regular Session since State-
hood in 1845, at the Capitol, in the City of Tallahassee, Florida, on Tuesday, the 8th of March, A.D., 2011,
being the day fixed by the Constitution of the State of Florida for convening the Legislature.

CONTENTS
Address by President . . . ... ... 2
Address by the Governor . . . ............ ... ... . . .. ... 13
Callto Order . . ... ..t e e 1,3
Certificate Received . . . ... ... . . . 1
Committee Substitutes, First Reading . . .. .................. 109
Committees of the Senate . . . .............. .. ... .......... 155
Communication . . ...ttt 155
Enrolling Reports . . . ... 156
Executive Business, Appointments . . ... .................... 126
Executive Business, Appointments Withdrawn . ... ............ 121
Executive Business, Suspensions . . . ............ ... 120
House Messages, Final Action . . ........................... 155
Introduction and Reference of Bills . . . ....................... 15
Joint Session . . ... 13
Moment of Silence . . . ........ ... ... 1,5
Motion . ... 2
Motions Relating to Committee Reference . ... ................ 13
Oath of Office Administered . . .......... ... ... ... ... ... .... 2
Recess . ... e 3, 13, 156
Reference Changes, Rule 4.7(2) . . . .............. . ... . ...... 116
Reports of Committees . .. ............. .. ... ... ... 116
Resolutions . . . ... . 4
Rules of the Senate . . . .......... ... . . . . .. . . .. ... 128
Senate Pages . . ........ ... ... e 156
Special Guests . . . ... ... 2,13
Special Order Calendar . . . ............ ... ... ... ... ... ... 5
Special Performance . ............. . ... i 1, 13
Subcommittee Reference . . .. ............ ... ... ... .. ...... 108
Supreme Court Certification . ............................. 127
Vetoed Bills . . .. ... ... 119

CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President Haridopolos at 10:00 a.m.
A quorum present—38:

Mr. President Gaetz Oelrich
Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Braynon Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Flores Norman

Excused: Senators Alexander and Bullard

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Staff Sergeant Andrew Wildes.
Staff Sergeant Wildes is an Operation Iraqi Freedom Veteran, having
deployed from September 2004 through November 2005, earning a
meritorious service medal for his actions:

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we come before you today as the citizens of this
great state, facing uncertain times. We pray for wisdom and courage over
this legislative body as it faces difficult decisions that will have a direct
impact on so many people. May this session yield a renewed sense of
hope.

We pray that the leaders before us today have the ability to guide us
into prosperity. God bless this Senate and bless the great State of
Florida. In your most heavenly name, we pray. Amen.

PLEDGE

Sergeant First Class Andrew Riehle led the Senate in the pledge of
allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. Sergeant First
Class Riehle is an Operation Iraqi Freedom Veteran, serving one de-
ployment in Iraq from March 2003 through mid-2004. He was awarded
the Combat Infantry Badge. He also served in Kuwait from January to
December 2010, where he earned a meritorious service medal.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

The President recognized Dr. Stephen Badolato of Indian Harbour
Beach, who he sponsored, as doctor of the day. Dr. Badolato specializes
in Family Practice and Sports Medicine.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

President Haridopolos asked the Senate to observe a moment of si-
lence for Senator Bullard, who is at home recovering from an illness.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE

President Haridopolos introduced Harry Burney, a creative consultant
for the New York Public School System, the Brooklyn Library System,
and Walt Disney World Entertainment. He was also Artist-in-Residence
at the Museum of Arts and Sciences as well as at Bethune-Cookman
College in Daytona Beach, performing and developing ethnomusicology
projects. Mr. Burney sang America the Beautiful.

CERTIFICATE RECEIVED

The Secretary announced that the Honorable Kurt S. Browning, Se-
cretary of State, had certified the election of Senator Oscar Braynon II as
follows:



STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

I, KURT S. BROWNING, Secretary of State of the State of Florida, do
hereby certify that the following candidate was duly elected at the
Special General Election held on the First day of March, A.D., 2011, to
the office of Member, State Senate, as shown by the records of this office:

SENATE
DISTRICT ELECTED SENATOR
33 Oscar Braynon II

GIVEN under my hand and the Great Seal
of the State of Florida, at Tallahassee, the
Capital, this the 7th day of March, A.D.,
2011

Kurt S. Browning
SECRETARY OF STATE

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

The oath of office was administered by Senator Braynon’s uncle, the
Honorable Harold L. Braynon, former Municipal Court Judge.

MOTION

On motion by Senator Thrasher, Rule 3.7 was waived and 12:00 noon,
March 18, 2011, was established as the deadline for Senator Braynon to
file bills for introduction.

SPECIAL GUESTS

President Haridopolos introduced the following guests: Governor
Rick Scott and his wife, Ann; Lieutenant Governor Jennifer Carroll,
former Representative; Commissioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam,
former Congressman; and Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater, former
Senate President.

President Haridopolos announced that in addition to former Senate
President Gwen Margolis, who still serves in the Senate, the Senate was
honored by the presence of the following former Senate Presidents:
Tom Lee and his wife, Laurel; Jim Scott; and John Vogt.

President Haridopolos also recognized former Senators Dave Aron-
berg; Al Lawson; Steve Geller; Carey Baker; Burt Saunders; Curt Kiser;
John Grant; Ron Silver; Van Poole; and Congressman Daniel Webster.

President Haridopolos recognized Senator Sobel, who acknowledged
Dr. Stephanie Haridopolos, First Lady of the Florida Senate, and all
Senate spouses present in the chamber.

President Haridopolos introduced his parents, Ernie and Georgia
Haridopolos, who were present in the gallery.

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by unanimous consent—
By Senator Thrasher—

SCR 6000—A concurrent resolution providing that the Senate and the
House of Representatives convene in Joint Session for the purpose of
receiving a message from the Governor.

WHEREAS, His Excellency, Governor Rick Scott, has expressed a
desire to address the Legislature in Joint Session, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida, the House of Re-
presentatives Concurring:

That the Senate and the House of Representatives convene in Joint
Session in the Chamber of the House of Representatives at 5:30 p.m. this
day, March 8, 2011, for the purpose of receiving a message of the Gov-
ernor.
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—was introduced out of order and read the first time in full. On mo-
tions by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote SCR 6000 was read the
second time by title, unanimously adopted and immediately certified to
the House.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT
MIKE HARIDOPOLOS

In November, 1942, after three grim years of defeat, the British won a
great victory in North Africa that proved to be a turning point in World
War II. Winston Churchill famously said at the time that it was not the
end, or even the beginning of the end. But, perhaps, it was the end of the
beginning.

For more than three years—for what seems like forever—Florida has
been battered by an economic storm the likes of which has not been seen
since the Great Depression. Life savings have been swept away as fa-
milies looked on helplessly. Wave after wave of home foreclosures have
washed over us. Unemployment has mounted higher and higher still,
month after month, year after year. And government revenues at every
level have plummeted, rendering budgetary fat an unaffordable luxury,
which is good, and necessitating cuts to the bone and beyond, which is
not.

We are certainly not at the end of this recession, but I hope we can go
Churchill one better—perhaps we are at the beginning of the end. There
is hardship yet to be endured, hard decisions yet to be made. Too many
homes still teeter on the edge of foreclosure. Too many people who want
work still cannot find work. And we will cut billions more from the state
budget at a time when unfunded mandates from the Federal government
and the needs of our citizens demand more from us, not less.

So, if it is true that adversity builds character, then every one of you
can count on being a much better person by the time we adjourn in 60
days. I believe it is not too early for us to take stock, to reflect on the
lessons of the recession as they apply to our state government, and to
chart a new course for the future.

I recognize that we are bit players in the international economic
drama. In fact, it is doubtful that we alone can do much to impact the
national economy in all its vastness and complexity.

But, fortunately, we are not alone. We may rely upon the fact that our
colleagues in Congress and our brethren in every state legislature share
our goals of prosperity with justice, and freedom with security. And we
can be sure that farmers in Nebraska are not so very different from
construction workers in Florida in the ways that matter most.

Edmund Burke wrote that the building blocks of any community, of
every nation, are the little platoons—families, churches, charities, civic
organizations. We are just such a little platoon in the big picture of
things. But if we do our part, and others do theirs, then together we will
achieve our shared goals as a people, as a state, and as a nation.

But, what is to be done? I say let’s shoot the sharks nearest the boat
first. Let’s concentrate on what we can reasonably expect to accomplish
today without dissipating our energy and losing our focus in futile pur-
suit of things that ought to be done some day.

For it is written: “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for to-
morrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own
troubles.” This is great advice, probably because Matthew had it on
pretty good authority.

The troubles we face today are the programmatic remnants of a gov-
ernment that was too large, too complacent and too wasteful. A gov-
ernment whose structural weaknesses were harshly exposed by the
stress test that is this recession. We will have countless opportunities
this year to address these troubles.

But my personal priorities for this session can be summed up as the
two Rs—Reform and Restraint. When looking at opportunities for re-
form, two leap out at me.
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Pension Reform and Medicaid Reform

First, we must reform the Florida Retirement System. Defined benefit
plans are rapidly becoming a thing of the past. This has already hap-
pened in the private sector because of their prohibitive cost. And unlike
most other states we have defined benefit plans, to which the public
employees make no contributions. This is the dinosaur we have nurtured
in Florida.

Make no mistake: I yield to no one in my high regard for our public
employees. My experience is that these men and women are able and
dedicated professionals, and I am grateful for their hard work, as we all
should be. But while public service may be a calling, it is still a job, not a
magic cloak that can hide one from reality.

Pension reform must be a priority this year. Medicaid reform is es-
sential. I applaud Speaker Cannon for his leadership on this issue. Se-
nators Negron, Gaetz and Garcia have already done outstanding work.
We can realize the savings that result from competition and managed
care in Medicaid without sacrificing quality and always putting patients
first. This is a massive undertaking, a real paradigm shift. But coming to
grips with Medicaid is a duty we cannot shirk. The increasing Medicaid
population, rising health care costs, and unfunded Federal mandates
have created a black hole that will swallow the state budget sooner than
later if we do not act promptly.

My second R, restraint, may be a goal more difficult to achieve than
reform. It is always hard to change long-standing programs and laws,
each with its own powerful and vocal constituency. But changing our-
selves is something else altogether. Anyone knows what I mean if they
have ever tried to lose weight, stop smoking, exercise regularly or in the
case of most politicians, listen when someone else is talking. And while
we have done much better of late, primarily because of necessity, re-
straint has not historically been one of the distinguishing characteristics
of any legislature. But it is my belief that we can learn restraint, and
even institutionalize it in some cases. We must, of course, continue to
hold the line against new taxes, however great the strain. I doubt any of
you thinks that now is the time to increase the tax burden of Floridians.
I know most of us believe that the appropriate frequency of tax increases
roughly coincides with appearances of Haley’s comet. And I agree with
you; taxes have no more ruthless enemy than me. Whether we can ac-
tually reduce taxes, at the present time, in a responsible way, remains to
be seen. If anyone can show me how we can realistically feed the in-
creasing multitude with even fewer fish and less bread than we have
now, then I will gladly follow him.

Another area where restraint can go a long way in aiding recovery is
what I think of as responsible regulation. I compliment Governor Scott
for his bold initiatives in this area. He can count on my unstinting
support for vetting our regulations past and future with new standards
based on real need and common sense. When it comes to regulation,
government should require no more of its people than their actual
health, safety and welfare demands. More than that is meddling, and
arrogance to boot. When it comes to regulation, my personal belief'is less
is more and a little humility will go a long way. And speaking of humility
and restraint, the legislature has room to show more respect in its
dealings with local governments than it has during the past decade.

We say we believe in the principle of representative democracy, in
home rule, but it is a principle more often honored in the breach than in
the observance.

Our hands certainly are not clean on this issue. But the arrogance and
reckless disregard for unfunded mandates with which the new Federal
health care regime has been imposed on us has made me re-think re-
lations between state and local governments. I have a renewed appre-
ciation for home rule. And what is good for the goose is good for the
gander. So let’s not roll anything downhill to DeLand, DeBary, and
DeFuniak Springs this session.

My final priority under the R of restraint is a meaningful statutory
limitation on state spending coupled with new reserves that will help
soften the blow of the next economic downturn. There is a state spending
limitation currently on the books, but the fact that it has never operated
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to limit one dime in spending is proof positive of its inadequacy. I call my
plan Smart Cap, because it is both. But it could be called the Old Tes-
tament Option, as the concept was originally Joseph’s. In the good years,
don’t eat all the corn. Save some, so that in the bad years you don’t have
to eat sand. Very wise, and very much needed if we do not want our
spending in the past to be the prologue to our spending in the future.

Smart Cap is also an opportunity to walk the walk on home rule. We
will lead by example, not coercion. Smart Cap will apply only to state
government. Local governments will choose their own paths in con-
sultation with their constituents.

The agenda I have outlined is an ambitious one. Getting good grades
in the two Rs will not be easy. But I know we are up to it. Experience
tells me that.

For three years we have labored mightily to meet the challenges of this
recession. I am proud of the job we and our colleagues in the House, led
by Dean Cannon, have done in cutting spending, holding down taxes,
and preserving needed services under tremendous pressure.

But as I said at the outset, we are only at the beginning of the end, and
there is much more to be done. So, I welcome to the job all those who are
just now getting to work. There cannot be too many willing hands turned
to the task before us.

So, on this opening day...I close by saying to you: “Once more into the
breach, dear friends...once more.”

COMMITTEE APPOINTED

On motion by Senator Bennett that a committee be appointed to notify
the House of Representatives that the Senate was convened and ready to
proceed to the business of the session, the President appointed Senator
Bennett, Chair; and Senators Braynon; Latvala; Sachs; and Storms. The
committee was excused.

COMMITTEE DISCHARGED

The committee appointed to notify the House of Representatives ap-
peared at the bar of the Senate and reported to the President that its
duty had been performed. The committee was thanked for its service and
discharged.

COMMITTEE RECEIVED

A committee from the House of Representatives composed of Re-
presentative T. Williams, Chair; and Representatives Kreegel; Glorioso;
Porth; and Sands was received and informed the Senate that the House
of Representatives was convened and ready to proceed to the business of
the session. The committee then withdrew from the chamber.

RECESS

On motion by Senator Thrasher, the Senate recessed at 11:04 a.m. to
reconvene at 3:00 p.m. or upon call of the President.

AFTERNOON SESSION

The Senate was called to order by President Haridopolos at 3:02 p.m.
A quorum present—38:

Mr. President Evers Latvala
Altman Fasano Lynn
Benacquisto Flores Margolis
Bennett Gaetz Montford
Bogdanoff Garcia Negron
Braynon Gardiner Norman
Dean Hays Oelrich
Detert Hill Rich
Diaz de la Portilla Jones Richter
Dockery Joyner Ring
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Sachs Smith Thrasher
Simmons Sobel Wise
Siplin Storms

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS

On motion by Senator Joyner—
By Senator Joyner—

SR 1442—A resolution commending Dolores Keen, Rose Louis-Paul
Dodson, and Renee Roundtree as Women of Great Valor.

WHEREAS, Dolores Keen, Rose Louis-Paul Dodson, and Renee
Roundtree demonstrated tremendous valor and bravery through their
actions in the early morning hours of June 29, 2010, when they wit-
nessed the shooting of two officers from the Tampa Police Department,
and

WHEREAS, upon hearing gunfire, Dolores Keen called 911 without
hesitation to report to the Tampa Police Department that two officers
had been shot by an unknown assailant, and

WHEREAS, Rose Louis-Paul Dodson and Renee Roundtree ran to the
aid of the fallen officers, Officer David Curtis and Officer Jeffrey Kocab,
in an effort to offer lifesaving assistance and comfort as they lay dying,
and

WHEREAS, these upstanding citizens truly “did the right thing”
without concern for their personal welfare in a community where such
incidents are more often ignored due to the potential for criticism, re-
tribution, and threat of being ostracized by neighbors, friends, family
members of the perpetrator, or gangs, and

WHEREAS, through their actions, Dolores Keen, Rose Louis-Paul
Dodson, and Renee Roundtree have set a premier example of valor,
bravery, and most of all, human compassion, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Senate does pause in its deliberations to pay its respects to
Dolores Keen, Rose Louis-Paul Dodson, and Renee Roundtree for their
brave actions of human compassion and kindness which set an ex-
emplary standard for every person, young and old, throughout the State
of Florida, thereby creating a better quality of life for every man, woman,
and child in this great state.

—was introduced out of order and read by title. On motion by Senator
Joyner, SR 1442 was read the second time in full and adopted.

On motion by Senator Diaz de la Portilla—
By Senator Diaz de la Portilla—

SR 820—A resolution honoring the memory of Officer Roger Castillo
and Officer Amanda Haworth of the Miami-Dade County Police De-
partment.

WHEREAS, on January 20, 2011, Officer Roger Castillo of Davie,
Florida, a 21-year veteran of the Miami-Dade County Police Depart-
ment, and Officer Amanda Haworth of Miramar, Florida, a 23-year ve-
teran of the Miami-Dade County Police Department, were shot and
killed by a violent fugitive as they attempted to execute a homicide
warrant in Miami, Florida, and

WHEREAS, Officer Castillo, who was 41 years of age, leaves behind a
wife, Debbie, and three sons, and Officer Haworth, who was 44 years of
age, leaves behind a 13-year-old son, and

WHEREAS, Officer Castillo and Officer Haworth risked their lives for
the greater good of their community by promoting a safe and secure
environment that was free from crime, and

WHEREAS, in the daily performance of their duties as law enforce-
ment officers, Officer Castillo and Officer Haworth not only upheld the
principles and values embodied in the United States Constitution and
the Constitution of the State of Florida, they also honored the mission
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statement of the Miami-Dade County Police Department by practicing
the department’s core values of integrity, respect, service, and fairness
throughout their careers and by committing themselves to the highest
performance standards, ethical conduct, and truthfulness in all of their
relationships, and

WHEREAS, throughout our nation’s history, nearly 19,000 members
of the law enforcement community have made the ultimate sacrifice and
given their lives while providing for the safety and protection of others,
and

WHEREAS, in honoring the lives of Officer Roger Castillo and Officer
Amanda Haworth for their valiant dedication, sacrifice, and service to
the south Florida community, we should also be reminded of the tens of
thousands of law enforcement officers who have died similarly in the line
of duty and of those law enforcement officers who serve our communities
every day to provide for our safety and protection, at risk of the same
peril, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate, with great sadness, marks the tragic and
untimely passing of Officer Roger Castillo and Officer Amanda Haworth
of the Miami-Dade County Police Department.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Senate extends its
deepest sympathy and condolences to the families of each officer, and
hereby honors Officer Roger Castillo and Officer Amanda Haworth for
their 44 years of dedicated service as law enforcement officers to the
citizens of Miami-Dade County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be pre-
sented to the families of Officer Roger Castillo and Officer Amanda
Haworth as a tangible token of the sentiments of the Florida Senate.

—was introduced out of order and read by title. On motion by Senator
Diaz de la Portilla, SR 820 was read the second time in full and adopted.

On motion by Senator Sobel—
By Senators Sobel and Gaetz—

SR 192—A resolution encouraging the donation of surplus fire
equipment and materials to Florida’s volunteer fire departments.

WHEREAS, about 80 percent of the fire departments in the United
States are manned by volunteers, and

WHEREAS, surplus fire equipment and materials have been donated
to countries overseas by municipal and other fire departments, and

WHEREAS, the expenses of volunteer fire departments in this state
could be lessened by almost half by such donations, and

WHEREAS, the equipment and materials paid for by taxpayers
should be donated to sister fire departments in this state, and

WHEREAS, the City of Hallandale Beach, the Broward County Lea-
gue of Cities, the Florida League of Cities, the United States Conference
of Mayors, and the National League of Cities have adopted resolutions
encouraging the donation of surplus fire equipment and materials to
domestic volunteer fire departments, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate strongly encourages the donation of surplus
fire equipment and materials to Florida’s volunteer fire departments.

—was introduced out of order and read by title. On motion by Senator
Sobel, SR 192 was read the second time in full and adopted.

On motion by Senator Fasano—
By Senator Fasano—

SR 294—A resolution recognizing February 6, 2011, as “Ronald Re-
agan Day” in the State of Florida.
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WHEREAS, President Ronald Wilson Reagan, a man of humble
background, worked throughout his life serving freedom and advancing
the public good as an entertainer, union leader, corporate spokesperson,
governor of California, and, ultimately, President of the United States,
and

WHEREAS, Ronald Reagan served with honor and distinction for two
terms as the 40th president of the United States, winning the popular
vote in 49 of the 50 states prior to his second term — a record un-
surpassed in the history of American presidential elections — and
earning the confidence of three-fifths of the electorate, and

WHEREAS, in 1981, when Ronald Reagan was inaugurated Pre-
sident, he inherited a disillusioned nation that was shackled by rampant
inflation and high unemployment, and

WHEREAS, during his presidency, Ronald Reagan worked in a bi-
partisan manner to enact his bold agenda of restoring accountability and
common sense to government, which led to unprecedented economic
expansion and opportunity for millions of Americans, and

WHEREAS, Ronald Reagan’s commitment to an active social policy
agenda for the nation’s children helped lower crime and drug use in
neighborhoods, and

WHEREAS, Ronald Reagan’s commitment to the Armed Forces con-
tributed to the restoration of pride and values in America and to those
values cherished by the free world, and prepared this nation’s Armed
Forces to meet 21st Century challenges, and

WHEREAS, Ronald Reagan’s vision of “peace through strength” led to
the end of the Cold War and the ultimate demise of the Soviet Union,
guaranteeing basic human rights for millions of people, and

WHEREAS, February 6, 2011, is the 100th anniversary of Ronald
Reagan’s birth, and the 7th since his passing, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That February 6, 2011, is recognized as “Ronald Reagan Day” in the
State of Florida.

—was introduced out of order and read by title. On motion by Senator
Fasano, SR 294 was read the second time in full and adopted.

On motion by Senator Storms—
By Senator Storms—

SR 1134—A resolution recognizing the Florida Guardian ad Litem
Program for its commitment and many years of service representing the
dependent children of this state.

WHEREAS, the Florida Guardian ad Litem Program’s sole mission is
to represent the best interests of abused and neglected children involved
in dependency court proceedings, and

WHEREAS, for more than 30 years, the Florida Guardian ad Litem
Program has provided independent advocacy for hundreds of thousands
of dependent children in this state, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Guardian ad Litem Program coordinates and
oversees the work of nearly 8,000 volunteers, and

WHEREAS, studies have shown that children in the dependency
system have greatly benefited from participation in the Florida Guar-
dian ad Litem Program, with volunteers not only serving in an advocacy
role, but also serving as educational surrogates, and

WHEREAS, each year volunteers with the Florida Guardian ad Litem
Program donate time, services, and support worth millions of dollars to
this state and provide an invaluable service to dependency court judges,
and

WHEREAS, the Florida Guardian ad Litem Program strives to
achieve permanency for children in the dependency system and has

played a key role in making this state the national leader in adoption,
NOW, THEREFORE,
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Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Guardian ad Litem Program is commended for its
many years of service representing the best interests of Florida’s de-
pendent children.

—was introduced out of order and read by title. On motion by Senator
Storms, SR 1134 was read the second time in full and adopted.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

The President recognized Senator Dean who asked the Senate to ob-
serve a moment of silence for the fallen soldier, Corporal Johnathan W.
Taylor, 23, of Homosassa, who died while conducting combat operations
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Corporal Taylor was assigned to the
2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C. He was a graduate of Lecanto
High School.

SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote—

SCR 1202—A concurrent resolution establishing the Joint Rules of
the Florida Legislature for the 2010-2012 term.

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida, the House of Re-
presentatives Concurring:

That the following joint rules shall govern the Florida Legislature for
the 2010-2012 term:

JOINT RULES

Joint Rule One—Lobbyist Registration and
Compensation Reporting

1.1—Those Required to Register; Exemptions; Committee Appearance
Records

(1) All lobbyists before the Florida Legislature must register with the
Lobbyist Registration Office in the Division of Legislative Information
Services of the Office of Legislative Services. Registration is required for
each principal represented.

(2) As used in Joint Rule One, unless the context otherwise requires,
the term:

(a) “Compensation” means payment, distribution, loan, advance, re-
imbursement, deposit, salary, fee, retainer, or anything of value pro-
vided or owed to a lobbying firm, directly or indirectly, by a principal for
any lobbying activity.

(b) “Division” means the Division of Legislative Information Services
within the Office of Legislative Services.

() “Legislative action” means introduction, sponsorship, testimony,
debate, voting, or any other official action on any measure, resolution,
amendment, nomination, appointment, or report of, or any matter that
may be the subject of action by, either house of the Legislature or any
committee thereof.

(d) “Lobby” or “lobbying” means influencing or attempting to influence
legislative action or nonaction through oral or written communication or
an attempt to obtain the goodwill of a member or employee of the Leg-
islature.

(e) “Lobbying firm” means any business entity, including an individual
contract lobbyist, that receives or becomes entitled to receive any com-
pensation for the purpose of lobbying and where any partner, owner,
officer, or employee of the business entity is a lobbyist. “Lobbying firm”
does not include an entity that has employees who are lobbyists if the
entity does not derive compensation from principals for lobbying or if
such compensation is received exclusively from a subsidiary or affiliate
corporation of the employer. As used in this paragraph, an affiliate
corporation is a corporation that directly or indirectly shares the same
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ultimate parent corporation as the employer and does not receive com-
pensation for lobbying from any unaffiliated entity.

(0 “Lobbyist” means a person who is employed and receives payment,
or who contracts for economic consideration, for the purpose of lobbying
or a person who is principally employed for governmental affairs by
another person or governmental entity to lobby on behalf of that other
person or governmental entity. An employee of the principal is not a
“lobbyist” unless the employee is principally employed for governmental
affairs. “Principally employed for governmental affairs” means that one
of the principal or most significant responsibilities of the employee to the
employer is overseeing the employer’s various relationships with gov-
ernment or representing the employer in its contacts with government.
Any person employed by the Governor, the Executive Office of the
Governor, or any executive or judicial department of the state or any
community college of the state who seeks to encourage the passage,
defeat, or modification of any legislation by personal appearance or at-
tendance before the House of Representatives or the Senate, or any
member or committee thereof, is a lobbyist.

(g) “Payment” or “salary” means wages or any other consideration
provided in exchange for services but does not include reimbursement
for expenses.

(h) “Principal” means the person, firm, corporation, or other entity that
has employed or retained a lobbyist. When an association has employed
or retained a lobbyist, the association is the principal; the individual
members of the association are not principals merely because of their
membership in the association.

(1) “Unusual circumstances,” with respect to any failure of a person to
satisfy a filing requirement, means uncommon, rare, or sudden events
over which the person has no control and which directly result in the
failure to satisfy the filing requirement.

(3) For purposes of this rule, the terms “lobby” and “lobbying” do not
include any of the following:

(a) Response to an inquiry for information made by any member,
committee, or staff of the Legislature.

(b) An appearance in response to a legislative subpoena.

(c) Advice or services that arise out of a contractual obligation with the
Legislature, a member, a committee, any staff, or any legislative entity
to render the advice or services where such obligation is fulfilled through
the use of public funds.

(d) Representation of a client before the House of Representatives or
the Senate, or any member or committee thereof, when the client is
subject to disciplinary action by the House of Representatives or the
Senate, or any member or committee thereof.

(4) For purposes of registration and reporting, the term “lobbyist” does
not include any of the following:

(a) A member of the Legislature.
(b) A person who is employed by the Legislature.
(¢) A judge who is acting in that judge’s official capacity.

(d) A person who is a state officer holding elective office or an officer of
a political subdivision of the state holding elective office and who is
acting in that officer’s official capacity.

(e) A person who appears as a witness or for the purpose of providing
information at the written request of the chair of a committee, sub-
committee, or legislative delegation.

() A person employed by any executive or judicial department of the
state or any community college of the state who makes a personal ap-
pearance or attendance before the House of Representatives or the
Senate, or any member or committee thereof, while that person is on
approved leave or outside normal working hours and who does not
otherwise meet the definition of lobbyist.

(5) When a person, regardless of whether the person is registered as a
lobbyist, appears before a committee of the Legislature, that person
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must submit a Committee Appearance Record as required by the re-
spective house.

(6) The responsibilities of the division and of the Lobbyist Registration
Office under Joint Rule One may be assigned to another entity by
agreement of the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives for a contract period not to extend beyond December 1
following the Organization Session of the next biennium, provided that
the powers and duties of the President, the Speaker, the General
Counsel of the Office of Legislative Services, and any legislative com-
mittee referenced in Joint Rule One may not be delegated.

1.2—Method of Registration

(1) Each person who is required to register must register on forms
furnished by the Lobbyist Registration Office, on which that person must
state, under oath, that person’s full legal name, business address, and
telephone number, the name and business address of each principal that
person represents, and the extent of any direct business association or
partnership that person has with any member of the Legislature. In
addition, if the lobbyist is a partner, owner, officer, or employee of a
lobbying firm, the lobbyist must state the name, address, and telephone
number of each lobbying firm to which the lobbyist belongs. The Lobbyist
Registration Office or its designee is authorized to acknowledge the oath
of any person who registers in person. Any changes to the information
provided in the registration form must be reported to the Lobbyist Re-
gistration Office in writing within 15 days on forms furnished by the
Lobbyist Registration Office.

(2) Any person required to register must do so with respect to each
principal prior to commencement of lobbying on behalf of that principal.
At the time of registration, the registrant shall provide a statement on a
form provided by the Lobbyist Registration Office, signed by the prin-
cipal or principal’s representative, that the registrant is authorized to
represent the principal. On the authorization statement, the principal or
principal’s representative shall also identify and designate the princi-
pal’s main business pursuant to a classification system approved by the
Office of Legislative Services that shall be the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS) six-digit numerical code that most ac-
curately describes the principal’s main business.

(38) Any person required to register must renew the registration an-
nually for each calendar year.

(4) A lobbyist shall promptly send a notice to the Lobbyist Registration
Office, on forms furnished by the Lobbyist Registration Office, canceling
the registration for a principal upon termination of the lobbyist’s re-
presentation of that principal. A notice of cancellation takes effect the
day it is received by the Lobbyist Registration Office. Notwithstanding
this requirement, the Lobbyist Registration Office may remove the name
of a lobbyist from the list of registered lobbyists if the principal notifies
the Lobbyist Registration Office that the lobbyist is no longer authorized
to represent that principal.

(5) The Lobbyist Registration Office shall retain all original registra-
tion documents submitted under this rule.

(6) A person who is required to register under Joint Rule One, or who
chooses to register, shall be considered a lobbyist of the Legislature for
the purposes of ss. 11.045, 112.3148, and 112.3149, Florida Statutes.

1.3—Registration Costs; Exemptions

(1) To cover the costs incurred in administering Joint Rule One, each
person who registers under Joint Rule 1.1 must pay an annual regis-
tration fee to the Lobbyist Registration Office. The annual period runs
from January 1 to December 31. These fees must be paid at the time of
registration.

(2) The following persons are exempt from paying the fee, provided
they are designated in writing by the agency head or person designated
in this subsection:

(a) Two employees of each department of the executive branch created
under chapter 20, Florida Statutes.

(b) Two employees of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(¢) Two employees of the Executive Office of the Governor.
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(d) Two employees of the Commission on Ethics.
(e) Two employees of the Florida Public Service Commission.

() Two employees of the judicial branch designated in writing by the
Chief Justice of the Florida Supreme Court.

(3) The annual fee is up to $50 per each house for a person to register to
represent one principal and up to an additional $10 per house for each
additional principal that the person registers to represent. The amount
of each fee shall be established annually by the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The fees set shall be
adequate to ensure operation of the lobbyist registration and reporting
operations of the Lobbyist Registration Office. The fees collected by the
Lobbyist Registration Office under this rule shall be deposited in the
State Treasury and credited to the Legislative Lobbyist Registration
Trust Fund specifically to cover the costs incurred in administering Joint
Rule One.

1.4—Reporting of Lobbying Firm Compensation

(1)(@) Each lobbying firm shall file a compensation report with the di-
vision for each calendar quarter during any portion of which one or more
of the firm’s lobbyists were registered to represent a principal. The re-
port shall include the:

1. Full name, business address, and telephone number of the lobbying
firm,;

2. Registration name of each of the firm’s lobbyists; and

3. Total compensation provided or owed to the lobbying firm from all
principals for the reporting period, reported in one of the following ca-
tegories: $0; $1 to $49,999; $50,000 to $99,999; $100,000 to $249,999;
$250,000 to $499,999; $500,000 to $999,999; or $1 million or more.

(b) For each principal represented by one or more of the firm’s lobby-
ists, the lobbying firm’s compensation report shall also include the:

1. Full name, business address, and telephone number of the principal,;
and

2. Total compensation provided or owed to the lobbying firm for the
reporting period, reported in one of the following categories: $0; $1 to
$9,999; $10,000 to $19,999; $20,000 to $29,999; $30,000 to $39,999;
$40,000 to $49,999; or $50,000 or more. If the category “$50,000 or more”
is selected, the specific dollar amount of compensation must be reported,
rounded up or down to the nearest $1,000.

(¢c) If the lobbying firm subcontracts work from another lobbying firm
and not from the original principal:

1. The lobbying firm providing the work to be subcontracted shall be
treated as the reporting lobbying firm’s principal for reporting purposes
under this paragraph; and

2. The reporting lobbying firm shall, for each lobbying firm identified
as the reporting lobbying firm’s principal under paragraph (b), identify
the name and address of the principal originating the lobbying work.

(d) The senior partner, officer, or owner of the lobbying firm shall
certify to the veracity and completeness of the information submitted
pursuant to this rule; certify that no compensation has been omitted
from this report by deeming such compensation as “consulting services,”
“media services,” “professional services,” or anything other than com-
pensation; and certify that no officer or employee of the firm has made an
expenditure in violation of s. 11.045, Florida Statutes, as amended by
chapter 2005-359, Laws of Florida.

(2) For each principal represented by more than one lobbying firm, the
division shall aggregate the reporting-period and calendar-year com-
pensation reported as provided or owed by the principal. Compensation
reported within a category shall be aggregated as follows:

Category (dollars) Dollar amount to use aggregating

0 0

1-9,999 5,000
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10,000-19,999 15,000
20,000-29,999 25,000
30,000-39,999 35,000
40,000-49,999 45,000

50,000 or more Actual amount reported

(3) The reporting statements shall be filed no later than 45 days after
the end of each reporting period. The four reporting periods are from
January 1 through March 31, April 1 through June 30, July 1 through
September 30, and October 1 through December 31, respectively. The
statements shall be rendered in the identical form provided by the re-
spective houses and shall be open to public inspection. Reporting
statements shall be filed by electronic means through the electronic fil-
ing system developed by the division, conforming to subsection (4).

(4) The electronic filing system for compensation reporting shall in-
clude the following:

(a) As used in this rule, the term “electronic filing system” means an
Internet system for recording and reporting lobbying compensation and
other required information by reporting period.

(b) A report filed pursuant to this rule must be completed and filed
through the electronic filing system not later than 11:59 p.m. of the day
designated in subsection (3). A report not filed by 11:59 p.m. of the day
designated is a late-filed report and is subject to the penalties under
Joint Rule 1.5(1).

(¢) Each person given secure sign-on credentials to file via the elec-
tronic filing system is responsible for protecting the credentials from
disclosure and is responsible for all filings made by use of such creden-
tials, unless and until the division is notified that the person’s creden-
tials have been compromised. Each report filed by electronic means
pursuant to this rule shall be deemed certified in accordance with
paragraph (1)(d) by the person given the secure sign-on credentials and,
as such, subjects the person and the lobbying firm to the provisions of s.
11.045(8), Florida Statutes, as well as any discipline provided under the
rules of the Senate or House of Representatives.

(d) The electronic filing system shall:
1. Be based on access by means of the Internet.

2. Be accessible by anyone with Internet access using standard web-
browsing software.

3. Provide for direct entry of compensation-report information as well
as upload of such information from software authorized by the division.

4. Provide a method that prevents unauthorized access to electronic
filing system functions.

5. Provide for the issuance of an electronic receipt to the person sub-
mitting the report indicating and verifying the date and time that the
report was filed.

(5) The division shall provide reasonable public notice of the electronic
filing procedures and of any significant changes in such procedures. If,
whenever they deem it necessary, the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives jointly declare the electronic
system not to be operable, the reports shall be filed in the manner re-
quired prior to April 1, 2007, as provided by House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 7011 (2007), enrolled, unless the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives direct use of an alternate
means of reporting. The division shall develop and maintain such al-
ternative means as may be practicable. Public notice of changes in filing
procedures and any declaration or direction of the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives may be pro-
vided by publication for a continuous period of reasonable time on one or
more Internet websites maintained by the Senate and the House of
Representatives.

1.5—Failure to File Timely Compensation Report; Notice and Assess-
ment of Fines; Appeals
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(1) Upon determining that the report is late, the person designated to
review the timeliness of reports shall immediately notify the lobbying
firm as to the failure to timely file the report and that a fine is being
assessed for each late day. The fine shall be $50 per day per report for
each late day, not to exceed $5,000 per report.

(2) Upon receipt of the report, the person designated to review the
timeliness of reports shall determine the amount of the fine based on
when the report is actually received by the division or when the elec-
tronic receipt issued by the electronic filing system is dated, whichever is
earlier.

(3) Such fine shall be paid within 30 days after the notice of payment
due is transmitted by the person designated to review the timeliness of
reports, unless appeal is made to the division. The moneys shall be de-
posited into the Legislative Lobbyist Registration Trust Fund.

(4) A fine shall not be assessed against a lobbying firm the first time
the report for which the lobbying firm is responsible is not timely filed.
However, to receive the one-time fine waiver, the report for which the
lobbying firm is responsible must be filed within 30 days after notice that
the report has not been timely filed is transmitted by the person desig-
nated to review the timeliness of reports. A fine shall be assessed for any
subsequent late-filed reports.

(5) Any lobbying firm may appeal or dispute a fine, based upon unusual
circumstances surrounding the failure to file on the designated due date,
and may request and shall be entitled to a hearing before the General
Counsel of the Office of Legislative Services, who shall recommend to the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Re-
presentatives, or their respective designees, that the fine be waived in
whole or in part for good cause shown. The President of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, or their respective de-
signees, may by joint agreement concur in the recommendation and
waive the fine in whole or in part. Any such request shall be made within
30 days after the notice of payment due is transmitted by the person
designated to review the timeliness of reports. In such case, the lobbying
firm shall, within the 30-day period, notify the person designated to
review the timeliness of reports in writing of his or her intention to
request a hearing.

(6) A lobbying firm may request that the filing of a report be waived
upon good cause shown, based on unusual circumstances. The request
must be filed with the General Counsel of the Office of Legislative Ser-
vices, who shall make a recommendation concerning the waiver request
to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Re-
presentatives. The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives may, by joint agreement, grant or deny the request.

(7)(a) All lobbyist registrations for lobbyists who are partners, owners,
officers, or employees of a lobbying firm that fails to timely pay a fine are
automatically suspended until the fine is paid or waived and all late
reports have been filed or waived. The division shall promptly notify all
affected principals, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives of any suspension or reinstatement. All lob-
byists who are partners, owners, officers, or employees of a lobbying firm
are jointly and severally liable for any outstanding fine owed by a lob-
bying firm.

(b) No such lobbyist may be reinstated in any capacity representing
any principal until the fine is paid and all late reports have been filed or
waived or until the fine is waived as to that lobbyist and all late reports
for that lobbyist have been filed or waived. A suspended lobbyist may
request a waiver upon good cause shown, based on unusual circum-
stances. The request must be filed with the General Counsel of the Office
of Legislative Services who shall, as soon as practicable, make a re-
commendation concerning the waiver request to the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives may, by
joint agreement, grant or deny the request.

(8) The person designated to review the timeliness of reports shall
notify the director of the division of the failure of a lobbying firm to file a
report after notice or of the failure of a lobbying firm to pay the fine
imposed.

1.6—Open Records; Internet Publication of Registrations and Compen-
sation Reports

March 8, 2011

(1) All of the lobbyist registration forms and compensation reports re-
ceived by the Lobbyist Registration Office shall be available for public
inspection and for duplication at reasonable cost.

(2) The division shall make information filed pursuant to Joint Rules
1.2 and 1.4 reasonably available on the Internet in an easily under-
standable and accessible format. The Internet website shall include, but
not be limited to, the names and business addresses of lobbyists, lob-
bying firms, and principals, the affiliations between lobbyists and prin-
cipals, and the classification system designated and identified with re-
spect to principals pursuant to Joint Rule 1.2.

1.7—Records Retention and Inspection and Complaint Procedure

(1) Each lobbying firm and each principal shall preserve for a period of
4 years all accounts, bills, receipts, computer records, books, papers, and
other documents and records necessary to substantiate compensation
reports.

(2) Upon receipt of a complaint based upon the personal knowledge of
the complainant made pursuant to the Senate Rules or Rules of the
House of Representatives, any such documents and records may be in-
spected when authorized by the President of the Senate or the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, as applicable. The person authorized to
perform the inspection shall be designated in writing and shall be a
member of The Florida Bar or a certified public accountant licensed in
Florida. Any information obtained by such an inspection may only be
used for purposes authorized by law, this Joint Rule One, Senate Rules,
or Rules of the House of Representatives, which purposes may include
the imposition of sanctions against a person subject to Joint Rule One,
the Senate Rules, or the Rules of the House of Representatives. Any
employee who uses that information for an unauthorized purpose is
subject to discipline. Any member who uses that information for an
unauthorized purpose is subject to discipline under the applicable rules
of each house.

(3) The right of inspection may be enforced by appropriate writ issued
by any court of competent jurisdiction.

1.8—Questions Regarding Interpretation of this Joint Rule One

(1) A person may request in writing an informal opinion from the
General Counsel of the Office of Legislative Services as to the application
of this Joint Rule One to a specific situation involving that person’s
conduct. The General Counsel shall issue the opinion within 10 days
after receiving the request. The informal opinion may be relied upon by
the person who requested the informal opinion. A copy of each informal
opinion that is issued shall be provided to the presiding officer of each
house. A committee of either house designated pursuant to s. 11.045(5),
Florida Statutes, may revise any informal opinion rendered by the
General Counsel through an advisory opinion to the person who re-
quested the informal opinion. The advisory opinion shall supersede the
informal opinion as of the date the advisory opinion is issued.

(2) A person in doubt about the applicability or interpretation of this
Joint Rule One with respect to that person’s conduct may submit in
writing the facts for an advisory opinion to the committee of either house
designated pursuant to section 11.045(5), Florida Statutes, and may
appear in person before the committee in accordance with s. 11.045(5),
Florida Statutes.

1.9—Effect of Readoption and Revision

All obligations existing under Joint Rule One as of the last day of the
previous legislative biennium are hereby ratified, preserved, and re-
imposed pursuant to the terms thereof as of that date. The provisions of
Joint Rule One are imposed retroactively to the first day of the present
legislative biennium except that provisions new to this revision are ef-
fective on the date of adoption or as otherwise expressly provided herein.

Joint Rule Two—General Appropriations Review Period
2.1—General Appropriations and Related Bills; Review Periods
(1) A general appropriations bill shall be subject to a 72-hour public
review period before a vote is taken on final passage of the bill in the

form that will be presented to the Governor.

(2) Ifabillis returned to the house in which the bill originated and the
originating house does not concur in all the amendments or adds addi-
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tional amendments, no further action shall be taken on the bill by the
nonoriginating house, and a conference committee shall be established
by operation of this rule to consider the bill.

(3) If a bill is referred to a conference committee by operation of this
rule, a 72-hour public review period shall be provided prior to a vote
being taken on the conference committee report by either house.

(4) A copy of the bill, a copy of the bill with amendments adopted by the
nonoriginating house, or the conference committee report shall be
furnished to each member of the Legislature, the Governor, the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court, and each member of the Cabinet. Copies
for the Governor, Chief Justice, and members of the Cabinet shall be
furnished to the official’s office in the Capitol or Supreme Court Build-
ing.

(5)(a) Copies required to be furnished under subsection (4) shall be
furnished to members of the Legislature as follows:

1. A printed copy may be placed on each member’s desk in the ap-
propriate chamber; or

2. An electronic copy may be furnished to each member. The Legis-
lature hereby deems and determines that a copy shall have been furn-
ished to the members of the Legislature when an electronic copy is made
available to every member of the Legislature. An electronic copy is
deemed to have been made available when it is accessible via the In-
ternet or other information network consisting of systems ordinarily
serving the members of the Senate or the House of Representatives.

(b) An official other than a member of the Legislature who is to be
furnished a copy of a general appropriations bill under subsection (4)
may officially request that an electronic copy of the bill be furnished in
lieu of a printed copy, and, if practicable, the copy may be furnished to
the official in the manner requested.

(6) The Secretary of the Senate shall be responsible for furnishing
copies under this rule for Senate bills, House bills as amended by the
Senate, and conference committee reports on Senate bills. The Clerk of
the House shall be responsible for furnishing copies under this rule for
House bills, Senate bills as amended by the House, and conference
committee reports on House bills.

(7) The 72-hour public review period shall begin to run upon com-
pletion of the furnishing of copies required to be furnished under sub-
section (4). The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Pre-
sident of the Senate, as appropriate, shall be informed of the completion
time, and such time shall be announced on the floor prior to vote on final
passage in each house and shall be entered in the journal of each house.
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays shall be included in the computation
under this rule.

(8) An implementing or conforming bill recommended by a con-
ference committee shall be subject to a 24-hour public review period
before a vote is taken on the conference committee report by either
house, if the conference committee submits its report after the furnish-
ing of a general appropriations bill to which the 72-hour public review
period applies.

(9) With respect to each bill that may be affected, a member of the
Senate or the House of Representatives may not raise a point of order
under this rule after a vote is taken on the bill. Except as may be re-
quired by the Florida Constitution, noncompliance with any requirement
of this rule may be waived by a two-thirds vote of those members present
and voting in each house.

2.2—General Appropriations and Related Bills; Definitions
As used in Joint Rule Two, the term:

(1) “Conforming bill” means a bill that amends the Florida Statutes
to conform to a general appropriations bill.

(2) “General appropriations bill” means a bill that provides for the
salaries of public officers and other current expenses of the state and
contains no subject other than appropriations. A bill that contains ap-
propriations that are incidental and necessary solely to implement a
substantive law is not included within this term. For the purposes of
Joint Rule Two and Section 19(d) of Article III of the Florida Constitu-
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tion, the Legislature hereby determines that, after a general appro-
priations bill has been enacted and establishes governing law for a
particular fiscal year, a bill considered in any subsequent session that
makes net reductions in such enacted appropriations or that makes
supplemental appropriations shall not be deemed to be a general ap-
propriations bill unless such bill provides for the salaries of public offi-
cers and other current expenses of the state for a subsequent fiscal year.

(3) “Implementing bill” means a bill, effective for one fiscal year,
implementing a general appropriations bill.

Joint Rule Three—dJoint Offices and Policies
3.1—Joint Legislative Offices
(1) The following offices of the Legislature are established:
(a) Office of Economic and Demographic Research.
(b) Office of Legislative Information Technology Services.
(¢) Office of Legislative Services.

(d) Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Account-
ability.

(2) Offices established under this rule shall provide support services
to the Legislature that are determined by the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives to be necessary and
that can be effectively provided jointly to both houses and other units of
the Legislature. Each office shall be directed by a coordinator selected by
and serving at the pleasure of the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives. Upon the initial adoption of
these joint rules in a biennium, each coordinator position shall be
deemed vacant until an appointment is made.

(3) Within the monetary limitations of the approved operating bud-
get, the salaries and expenses of the coordinator and the staff of each
office shall be governed by joint policies.

(4) The Office of Legislative Services shall provide legislative support
services other than those prescribed in subsections (5)-(7). The Division
of Statutory Revision and the Division of Legislative Information shall
be two of the divisions within the Office of Legislative Services.

(5) The Office of Legislative Information Technology Services shall
provide support services to assist the Legislature in achieving its ob-
jectives through the application of cost-effective information technology.

(6) The Office of Economic and Demographic Research shall provide
research support services, principally regarding forecasting economic
and social trends that affect policymaking, revenues, and appropria-
tions.

(7) The Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Ac-
countability shall:

(a) Perform independent examinations, program reviews, and other
projects as provided by general law, as provided by concurrent resolu-
tion, as directed by the Legislative Auditing Committee, or as directed
by the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House and shall
provide recommendations, training, or other services to assist the Leg-
islature.

(b) Transmit to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, by December 1 of each year, a list of statutory
and fiscal changes recommended by office reports. The recommendations
shall be presented in two categories: one addressing substantive law and
policy issues and the other addressing budget issues.

3.2—dJoint Policies

(1) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives shall jointly adopt policies they consider advisable to
carry out the functions of the Legislature. Such policies shall be binding
on all employees of joint offices and joint committees.

(2) The employees of all joint committees and joint legislative offices
shall be under the exclusive control of the Legislature. No officer or
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agency in the executive or judicial branch shall exercise any manner of
control over legislative employees with respect to the exercise of their
duties or the terms and conditions of their employment.

Joint Rule Four—Joint Committees
4.1—Standing Joint Committees
(1) The following standing joint committees are established:
(a) Administrative Procedures Committee.
(b) Committee on Public Counsel Oversight.
(c) Legislative Auditing Committee.

(2) No other joint committee shall exist except as agreed to by the
presiding officers or by concurrent resolution approved by the Senate
and the House of Representatives.

(3) Appointments to each standing joint committee shall be made or
altered and vacancies shall be filled by the Senate and the House of
Representatives in accordance with their respective rules. There shall be
appointed to each standing joint committee no fewer than five and no
more than seven members from each house.

(4)(a) The President of the Senate shall appoint a member of the
Senate to serve as the chair, and the Speaker of the House of Re-
presentatives shall appoint a member of the House of Representatives to
serve as the vice chair for:

1. The Legislative Auditing Committee and the Committee on Public
Counsel Oversight, for the period from the Organization Session until
noon on December 1 of the calendar year following the general election.

2. The Administrative Procedures Committee for the period from
noon on December 1 of the calendar year following the general election
until the next general election.

(b) The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint a
member of the House of Representatives to serve as the chair, and the
President of the Senate shall appoint a member of the Senate to serve as
the vice chair for:

1. The Legislative Auditing Committee and the Committee on Public
Counsel Oversight, for the period from noon on December 1 of the ca-
lendar year following the general election until the next general election.

2. The Administrative Procedures Committee for the period from the
Organization Session until noon on December 1 of the calendar year
following the general election.

(¢) A vacancy in an appointed chair or vice chair shall be filled in the
same manner as the original appointment.

4.2—Procedures in Joint Committees

The following rules shall govern procedures in joint committees other
than conference committees:

(1) A quorum for a joint committee shall be a majority of the ap-
pointees of each house. No business of any type may be conducted in the
absence of a quorum.

(2)(a) Joint committees shall meet only within the dates, times, and
locations authorized by both the President of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

(b) Joint committee meetings shall meet at the call of the chair. In
the absence of the chair, the vice chair shall assume the duty to convene
and preside over meetings and such other duties as provided by law or
joint rule. During a meeting properly convened, the presiding chair may
temporarily assign the duty to preside at that meeting to another joint
committee member until the assignment is relinquished or revoked.

(c) Before any joint committee may hold a meeting, a notice of such
meeting shall be provided to the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of
the House of Representatives no later than 4:30 p.m. of the 7th day
before the meeting. For purposes of effecting notice to members of the
house to which the chair does not belong, notice to the Secretary of the

March 8, 2011

Senate shall be deemed notice to members of the Senate and notice to
the Clerk of the House shall be deemed notice to members of the House
of Representatives. Noticed meetings may be canceled by the chair with
the approval of at least one presiding officer.

(d) If a majority of its members from each house agree, a joint com-
mittee may continue a properly noticed meeting after the expiration of
the time called for the meeting. However, a joint committee may not
meet beyond the time authorized by the presiding officers without spe-
cial leave granted by both presiding officers.

(3) The presiding officers shall interpret, apply, and enforce rules
governing joint committees by agreement when the rule at issue is a
joint rule. Unless otherwise determined or overruled by an agreement of
the presiding officers, the chair shall determine all questions of order
arising in joint committee meetings, but such determinations may be
appealed to the committee during the meeting.

(4) Each question, including any appeal of a ruling of the chair, shall
be decided by a majority vote of the members of the joint committee of
each house present and voting.

4.3—Powers of Joint Committees

(1) A joint committee may exercise the subpoena powers vested by
law in a standing committee of the Legislature. A subpoena issued under
this rule must be approved and signed by the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives and attested by the
Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House.

(2) A joint committee may adopt rules of procedure that do not con-
flict with the Florida Constitution or any law or joint rule, subject to the
joint approval of the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

(3) A joint committee may not create subcommittees or workgroups
unless authorized by both presiding officers.

4.4—Administration of Joint Committees

(1) Within the monetary limitations of the approved operating bud-
get, the expenses of the members and the salaries and expenses of the
staff of each joint committee shall be governed by joint policies adopted
under Joint Rule 3.2. Within such operating budget, the chair of each
joint committee shall approve all authorized member expenses.

(2) Subject to joint policies adopted under Joint Rule 3.2, the pre-
siding officers shall appoint and remove the staff director and, if needed,
a general counsel and any other staff necessary to assist each joint
committee. All joint committee staff shall serve at the pleasure of the
presiding officers. Upon the initial adoption of these joint rules in a
biennium, each joint committee staff director position shall be deemed
vacant until an appointment is made.

4.5—Special Powers and Duties of the Legislative Auditing Committee

(1) The Legislative Auditing Committee may direct the Auditor
General or the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Ac-
countability to conduct an audit, review, or examination of any entity or
record described in s. 11.45(2) or (3), Florida Statutes.

(2) The Legislative Auditing Committee may receive requests for
audits and reviews from legislators and any audit request, petition for
audit, or other matter for investigation directed or referred to it pur-
suant to general law. The committee may make any appropriate dis-
position of such requests or referrals and shall, within a reasonable time,
report to the requesting party the disposition of any audit request.

(3) The Legislative Auditing Committee may review the performance
of the Auditor General and report thereon to the Senate and the House of
Representatives.

4.6—Special Powers and Duties of the Administrative Procedures
Committee

The Administrative Procedures Committee shall:

(1) Maintain a continuous review of the statutory authority on which
each administrative rule is based and, whenever such authority is
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eliminated or significantly changed by repeal, amendment, holding by a
court of last resort, or other factor, advise the agency concerned of the
fact.

(2) Maintain a continuous review of administrative rules and iden-
tify and request an agency to repeal any rule or any provision of any rule
that reiterates or paraphrases any statute or for which the statutory
authority has been repealed.

(3) Review administrative rules and advise the agencies concerned of
its findings.

(4) Exercise the duties prescribed by chapter 120, Florida Statutes,
concerning the adoption and promulgation of rules.

(5) Generally review agency action pursuant to the operation of
chapter 120, Florida Statutes, the Administrative Procedure Act.

(6) Report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives at least annually, no later than the first week
of the regular session, and recommend needed legislation or other ap-
propriate action. Such report shall include the number of objections
voted by the committee, the number of suspensions recommended by the
committee, the number of administrative determinations filed on the
invalidity of a proposed or existing rule, the number of petitions for
judicial review filed on the invalidity of a proposed or existing rule, and
the outcomes of such actions. Such report shall also include any re-
commendations provided to the standing committees during the pre-
ceding year under subsection (11).

(7) Consult regularly with legislative standing committees that have
jurisdiction over the subject areas addressed in agency proposed rules
regarding legislative authority for the proposed rules and other matters
relating to legislative authority for agency action.

(8) Subject to the approval of the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, have standing to seek judicial
review, on behalf of the Legislature or the citizens of this state, of the
validity or invalidity of any administrative rule to which the committee
has voted an objection and that has not been withdrawn, modified, re-
pealed, or amended to meet the objection. Judicial review under this
subsection may not be initiated until the Governor and the head of the
agency making the rule to which the committee has objected have been
notified of the committee’s proposed action and have been given a rea-
sonable opportunity, not to exceed 60 days, for consultation with the
committee. The committee may expend public funds from its appro-
priation for the purpose of seeking judicial review.

(9) Maintain a continuous review of the administrative rulemaking
process, including a review of agency procedure and of complaints based
on such agency procedure.

(10) Establish measurement criteria to evaluate whether agencies
are complying with the delegation of legislative authority in adopting
and implementing rules.

(11) Maintain a continuous review of statutes that authorize agen-
cies to adopt rules and shall make recommendations to the appropriate
standing committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives as
to the advisability of considering changes to the delegated legislative
authority to adopt rules in specific circumstances.

4.7—Special Powers and Duties of the Committee on Public Counsel
Oversight

(1) The Committee on Public Counsel Oversight shall appoint a
Public Counsel.

(2) The Committee on Public Counsel Oversight may file a complaint
with the Commission on Ethics alleging a violation of chapter 350,
Florida Statutes, by a current or former public service commissioner, an
employee of the Public Service Commission, or a member of the Public
Service Commission Nominating Council.

(3) Notwithstanding Joint Rule 4.4(2), the Committee on Public
Counsel Oversight shall not have any permanent staff but shall be
served as needed by other legislative staff selected by the President of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
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Joint Rule Five—Auditor General
5.1—Rulemaking Authority

The Auditor General shall make and enforce reasonable rules and reg-
ulations necessary to facilitate audits that he or she is authorized to
perform.

5.2—Budget and Accounting

(1) The Auditor General shall prepare and submit annually to the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
for their joint approval a proposed budget for the ensuing fiscal year.

(2) Within the limitations of the approved operating budget, the
salaries and expenses of the Auditor General and the staff of the Auditor
General shall be paid from the appropriation for legislative expenses or
any other moneys appropriated by the Legislature for that purpose. The
Auditor General shall approve all bills for salaries and expenses for his
or her staff before the same shall be paid.

5.83—Audit Report Distribution

(1) A copy of each audit report shall be submitted to the Governor, to
the Chief Financial Officer, and to the officer or person in charge of the
state agency or political subdivision audited. One copy shall be filed as a
permanent public record in the office of the Auditor General. In the case
of county reports, one copy of the report of each county office, school
district, or other district audited shall be submitted to the board of
county commissioners of the county in which the audit was made and
shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the circuit court of that county as
a public record. When an audit is made of the records of the district
school board, a copy of the audit report shall also be filed with the district
school board, and thereupon such report shall become a part of the public
records of such board.

(2) A copy of each audit report shall be made available to each
member of the Legislative Auditing Committee.

(3) The Auditor General shall transmit a copy of each audit report to
the appropriate substantive and fiscal committees of the Senate and
House of Representatives.

(4) Other copies may be furnished to other persons who, in the opi-
nion of the Auditor General, are directly interested in the audit or who
have a duty to perform in connection therewith.

(5) The Auditor General shall transmit to the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, by December 1 of each
year, a list of statutory and fiscal changes recommended by audit re-
ports. The recommendations shall be presented in two categories: one
addressing substantive law and policy issues and the other addressing
budget issues. The Auditor General may also transmit recommendations
at other times of the year when the information would be timely and
useful for the Legislature.

(6) A copy required to be provided under this rule may be provided in
an electronic or other digital format if the Auditor General determines
that the intended recipient has appropriate resources to review the copy.
Copies to members, committees, and offices of the Legislature shall be
provided in electronic format as may be provided in joint policies adopted
under Joint Rule 3.2.

Joint Rule Six—dJoint Legislative Budget Commission
6.1—General Responsibilities

(1) The commission, as provided in chapter 216, Florida Statutes,
shall receive and review notices of budget and personnel actions taken or
proposed to be taken by the executive and judicial branches and shall
approve or disapprove such actions.

(2) Through its chair, the commission shall advise the Governor and
the Chief Justice of actions or proposed actions that exceed delegated
authority or that are contrary to legislative policy and intent.

(3) To the extent possible, the commission shall inform members of
the Legislature of budget amendments requested by the executive or
judicial branches.
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(4) The commission shall consult with the Chief Financial Officer
and the Executive Office of the Governor on matters as required by
chapter 216, Florida Statutes.

(5) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives may jointly assign other responsibilities to the com-
mission in addition to those assigned by law.

(6) The commission shall develop policies and procedures necessary
to carry out its assigned responsibilities, subject to the joint approval of
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Re-
presentatives.

(7) The commission, with the approval of the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, may appoint sub-
committees as necessary to facilitate its work.

6.2—Organizational Structure

(1) The commission is not subject to Joint Rule Four. The commission
shall be composed of seven members of the Senate appointed by the
President of the Senate and seven members of the House of Re-
presentatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(2) The commission shall be jointly staffed by the appropriations
committees of both houses. The Senate shall provide the lead staff when
the chair of the commission is a member of the Senate. The House of
Representatives shall provide the lead staff when the chair of the com-
mission is a member of the House of Representatives.

6.3—Notice of Commission Meetings

Not less than 7 days prior to a meeting of the commission, a notice of the
meeting, stating the items to be considered, date, time, and place, shall
be filed with the Secretary of the Senate when the chair of the com-
mission is a member of the Senate or with the Clerk of the House when
the chair of the commission is a member of the House of Representatives.
The Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of the House shall distribute
notice to the Legislature and the public, consistent with the rules and
policies of their respective houses.

6.4—Effect of Adoption; Intent

This Joint Rule Six replaces all prior joint rules governing the Joint
Legislative Budget Commission and is intended to implement constitu-
tional provisions relating to the Joint Legislative Budget Commission
existing as of the date of the rule’s adoption.

—was read the second time in full. On motions by Senator Thrasher,
SCR 1202 was adopted and by two-thirds vote immediately certified to
the House. The vote on adoption was:

Yeas—37

Altman Garcia Rich
Benacquisto Gardiner Richter
Bennett Hays Ring
Bogdanoff Hill Sachs
Braynon Jones Simmons
Dean Joyner Siplin
Detert Latvala Smith
Diaz de la Portilla Lynn Sobel
Dockery Margolis Storms
Evers Montford Thrasher
Fasano Negron Wise
Flores Norman

Gaetz Oelrich

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Mr. President

On motion by Senator Thrasher, by two-thirds vote—
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SB 1204—A bill to be entitled An act relating to joint legislative or-
ganizations; repealing ss. 11.511 and 11.513, F.S., relating to the Office
of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability; repealing s.
11.60, F.S., relating to the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee;
repealing s. 11.70, F.S., relating to the Legislative Committee on In-
tergovernmental Relations; repealing s. 11.80, F.S., relating to the Joint
Legislative Committee on Everglades Oversight; repealing ss. 11.901-
11.920, F.S., relating to the Florida Government Accountability Act;
repealing s. 163.3247(4)(g), F.S., relating to creation of a joint select
committee to review the findings and recommendations of the Century
Commission for a Sustainable Florida for potential action; repealing ss.
216.0446, 216.163(2)(f), and 282.322, F.S., relating to the review of in-
formation technology resources needs and a special monitoring process
for designated information resources management projects; repealing s.
350.012, F.S., relating to the Committee on Public Counsel Oversight;
repealing ss. 450.201, 450.221, 450.231, and 450.241, F.S., relating to the
Legislative Commission on Migrant and Seasonal Labor; amending s.
1.01, F.S,; defining the terms “Administrative Procedures Committee,”
“Legislative Auditing Committee,” “Office of Program Policy Analysis
and Government Accountability,” and “Office of Economic and Demo-
graphic Research,” applicable throughout the statutes; amending s.
11.147, F.S.; revising provisions relating to creation and duties of the
Office of Legislative Services; amending s. 11.40, F.S.; revising duties of
the Legislative Auditing Committee; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 11.51, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
creation and duties of the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Gov-
ernment Accountability; amending s. 409.146, F.S.; revising reporting
duties of the Department of Children and Family Services with respect
to the children and families client and management information system;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 1000.01,
F.S.; deleting provisions relating to creation of the Council for Education
Policy Research and Improvement; amending ss. 11.45, 29.0085,
112.313, 112.3189, 112.324, 125.045, 163.055, 163.3245, 166.021,
189.421, 216.181, 218.32, 218.38, 287.0943, 288.7001, 350.061, 350.0614,
373.026, 373.036, 373.45926, 450.261, and 590.33, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title. On motions by Senator Thrasher,
by two-thirds vote SB 1204 was read the third time by title, passed and
immediately certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—37

Mr. President Garcia Rich
Altman Gardiner Richter
Benacquisto Hays Ring
Bennett Hill Sachs
Bogdanoff Jones Simmons
Braynon Joyner Siplin
Dean Latvala Smith
Detert Lynn Sobel
Diaz de la Portilla Margolis Storms
Dockery Montford Thrasher
Evers Negron Wise
Fasano Norman

Gaetz Oelrich

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Flores

SENATOR BENNETT PRESIDING
On motion by Senator Haridopolos, by two-thirds vote—

CS for SJR 2—A joint resolution proposing the creation of Section 28
of Article I of the State Constitution, relating to health care services.

—was read the second time by title.

Pursuant to Rule 4.19, CS for SJR 2 was placed on the calendar of
Bills on Third Reading.
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THE PRESIDENT PRESIDING

MOTIONS RELATING TO
COMMITTEE REFERENCE

On motion by Senator Jones, by two-thirds vote SB 394 was with-
drawn from the committees of reference and further consideration.

RECESS

On motion by Senator Thrasher, the Senate recessed at 3:41 p.m., and
pursuant to SCR 6000 the Senate will meet in joint session at 5:30 p.m.
this day for the purpose of receiving a message from the Governor.

(See remainder of Senate business following the joint session.)

JOINT SESSION

Pursuant to SCR 6000, the Senate formed in processional order and
marched in a body to the chamber of the House of Representatives where
they were received in due form. The joint session was called to order by
The Honorable Dean Cannon, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The Lieutenant Governor, members of the Cabinet, Justices of the
Supreme Court and members of the Florida Congressional Delegation
were received and seated.

The Speaker invited Senator Haridopolos, President of the Senate, to
the rostrum, and requested that the President preside over the joint
session.

THE PRESIDENT PRESIDING
The President declared a quorum of the joint session present.
Representative Dwayne Taylor delivered the prayer.

Senate President Pro Tempore Mike Bennett and House Speaker Pro
Tempore John Legg led the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE

President Haridopolos introduced Lilly Forbes, sponsored by Speaker
Cannon, who sang the National Anthem.

On motion by Representative Nehr that a committee be appointed to
notify the Governor that the joint session was assembled to receive his
message, the President appointed Senator Benacquisto, Co-chair; Se-
nators Flores, Garcia, Joyner, Norman, Simmons and Smith; and on
behalf of the Speaker, appointed Representative Grimsley, Co-chair;
Representatives Hukill, McKeel, Precourt, Proctor, Schenck, Snyder,
Gibbons and Thurston. The committee withdrew from the chamber.

The committee appointed to wait upon the Governor subsequently
returned to the chamber escorting His Excellency, The Honorable Rick
Scott, Governor, who was escorted to the rostrum.

SPECIAL GUESTS

The President recognized the following guests: First Lady of the
Senate, Stephanie Haridopolos, M.D.; First Lady of the House of Re-
presentatives, Ellen Cannon; the First Lady of Florida, Ann Scott; and
spouses of the House and Senate members.

The President presented the Governor to the joint assembly.

ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR
RICK SCOTT

President Haridopolos, Speaker Cannon, Chief Justice Canady,
members of the Supreme Court, members of the Cabinet, members of the
Legislature and my fellow Floridians: It is an honor to appear before this
body for the first time as Governor of the Great State of Florida.
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I want to recognize our Lt Governor, Jennifer Carroll, and her hus-
band Nolan. The new first lady of Florida is here, who’s been my first
lady for 38 years, Ann Scott.

Tonight we are honored to be joined by General Titshaw, members of
the Florida National Guard, and Florida soldiers and airmen who have
returned from duty abroad. We are safe and comfortable here tonight
because men and women like them stand guard in hard and dangerous
places.

There are many humbling moments in life, but none more so than
visiting with a wounded warrior, seeing the sacrifice and the courage.
And we are joined tonight by two of those brave men who received the
Purple Heart for their service: Staff Sergeant Alberto D. Porro and Air
Force Staff Sergeant Christopher “Mark” McDulffie.

We are also honored by the presence of Phillip and Maureen Miller,
the parents of Staff Sergeant Robert J. Miller, a Special Forces soldier
who gave his life serving our country in Afghanistan.

Staff Sergeant Miller was awarded the Medal of Honor for giving his
life so that his fellow team members could move out of an ambush kill
zone. His courage is an inspiration to all of us. On behalf of the people of
Florida, we thank all of you for your service.

We also want to recognize the bravery and the sacrifices of our law
enforcement officers here in Florida. In the last two months, six public
safety officers have lost their lives serving our state in the line of duty,
including three brave men in St. Petersburg in just one month.

We're honored tonight by the presence of Donna Malloy and her
daughter Payton, the family of Colonel Greg Malloy, who laid down his
life just a few weeks ago, while hunting down a fugitive. Thank you for
joining us here tonight and representing the families of our fallen law
enforcement heroes. We honor their memory and pray that God will
comfort their families.

We gather tonight at a momentous time in our state’s history. Bold
reforms are underway.

Thousands of our fellow Floridians have assembled here in our Ca-
pital, some to criticize our budget priorities, and far more to thank us for
our willingness to make hard choices.

For years, politicians have not dared to face the full extent of our
financial problems. Politics prevailed, even when the numbers did not
add up. All the cans that have been kicked down the road are now piled
up in front of us. Floridians have been encouraged to believe that gov-
ernment could take care of us.

But government always takes more than it gives back.

Some thought that businesses could tolerate a strangling web of reg-
ulations, and that government could grow without starving the private
sector or destroying jobs. The result of that experiment is in: government
grew way beyond its ability to pay for its promises, and the jobs dis-
appeared.

The first step to better times is acknowledging that government can-
not afford what some have come to expect.

Doing what must be done will not make me “Most Popular,” but I'm
determined to make Florida “Most Likely to Succeed.”

On my first day in office, I ordered a review of every regulation in the
pipeline and every contract exceeding $1 million.

These steps sent two clear signals. First, that Florida will not allow
unreasonable regulations to stand in the way of job creation. And second,
that we intend to watch state spending like a hawk. On my watch we will
never allow another wasteful project like the “T'aj Mahal” Courthouse to
slip under the radar.

We also sold the state airplanes as I had promised to do. And we
created the most fiscally conservative state budget in the country.

Our “jobs” budget is targeted to create private sector jobs, increase
accountability, and reduce the size of government.
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Every day since elected Governor, I've gone job hunting for the people
of Florida. In my business career I was never shy about picking up the
phone and making a cold call to try to make something good happen. As
Governor, I've been making those calls every day to recruit job creators,
and I will continue making those calls until every Floridian has the
opportunity to get back to work.

As we meet tonight, unemployment in Florida stands at 12 percent.
While this legislative session is a regular session, it is, in many ways, an
emergency session.

For the 1.1 million Floridians who are out of work, this is an emer-
gency. They are running out of options. The unemployed have heard
enough talk. They're saying, “Show me the jobs.”

And tonight, I am here to show you some new jobs. We have a long way
to go, but we’re on our way.

Joining us tonight are four business leaders: one who decided to move
a business to Florida, and three who decided to expand their business
here. I'd like to recognize them now.

Armand Lauzon is president of Chromalloy, an aviation parts manu-
facturing company that just opened a new, manufacturing plant in
Tampa and created 400 jobs in Hillsborough County.

And we're also joined tonight by David Meers, the Chief Operating
Officer of Vision Airlines, a company that helps put tourists onto Flor-
ida’s beaches. Vision recently began flying to 23 cities from Destin less
than a year after the economic damage from the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill.

In Southwest Florida, Rheinhold Schmieding is founder and president
of Arthrex, manufacturer of state-of-the-art medical devices. Tonight
he’s here to announce that Arthrex is breaking ground on a 160,000-
square-foot facility that will create 150 new jobs every year for the next
five years.

And finally, Dean Minardi, CFO of Bing Energy, is here with us. Bing
Energy, a California-based company, was courted by offers from several
other states. Bing decided to come to Florida in December.

The reason Florida won? Mr. Minardi said it was our plan to eliminate
the corporate tax.

These leaders, like me, share a positive view of Florida’s economic
potential. On behalf of the people of Florida, I want to thank all of you for
your faith in Florida’s future.

I urge every member of the Legislature to join me in making job re-
cruitment a daily task. I want to encourage each of you to become a “Jobs
Ambassador” and direct new prospects to me, so we can work together to
recruit potential job creators.

Ask Florida business owners, “What can we do to help you expand
your business?”

Ask business leaders around the world, “Why not move to Florida?”

Last July I submitted a detailed plan to the people of Florida to create
700,000 jobs over seven years. They reviewed the plan and voted to enact
it.

Last month, I delivered to you a budget that puts that plan into action
and cuts taxes by $2 billion. These tax cuts put money back in the hands
of families and business owners who will grow private sector jobs.

An important priority in our “jobs” budget is to consolidate govern-
ment’s economic development efforts into a single, highly focused
agency. Working with our public-private partner, we will have the re-
sources to be effective, and the flexibility to adapt to particularly pro-
mising opportunities. This agency will be headquartered two doors down
from my office, and its work will never be far from my mind.

I come to the job of Governor after a 35-year career in the private
sector. I want to use that business experience on behalf of the people of
Florida. I'm asking this legislature and the people of Florida to give me
the tools and hold me accountable for results.
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Our “jobs” budget makes sure government is held accountable for
every spending decision. And by focusing on the core missions of gov-
ernment — and only the core missions — this budget will give Florida a
competitive edge in attracting jobs.

I know the members of this body have thoughtful, constructive mod-
ifications to our “jobs” budget.

But we must not lose our focus or blunt our momentum.

Business people in Florida and around the world are watching what
we do in the weeks ahead. They can locate anywhere. They will be de-
ciding whether to invest in Florida, based, in part, on our ability to work
together to remove the obstacles to business success. I am convinced that
putting this plan into action will put our state on the road to prosperity.

On behalf of the millions of Floridians who are desperate for new jobs,
I ask you to pass our “jobs” budget promptly.

We also need to focus on our incredible opportunity to improve our K-
through-12 education system. We now have real innovators offering a
21st century approach to education. And many of those new approaches
offer better outcomes without increasing costs.

With so many Floridians out of work, and the exhaustion of one-time
federal handouts, Florida educators will face challenges in managing
limited resources. But our commitment to positive change must not
waiver.

Let’s begin by agreeing on a few basic principles.

First, that individual student learning must be the touchstone for all
our decisions. Practices that improve student learning must be adopted.
Practices that impair student learning must be abolished.

Second, I think we can all also agree that the single most important
factor in student learning is the quality of teaching. Florida has to re-
cruit, train, support and promote great teachers, great school principals
and great school superintendents.

Great educators are priceless. Every one of us has a teacher in our past
who made a lifelong difference in our lives. Educators, like other pro-
fessionals, should be rewarded based on the effectiveness of their work,
not the length of their professional life. That’s why Florida needs to pay
the best educators more and end the practice of guaranteeing educators
a job for life regardless of their performance.

The third principle worth remembering is that we all improve through
competition. Think of how exciting it will be when schools are recruiting
our children, when every school in the state focuses on continual im-
provement in order to outperform every other school in attracting stu-
dents. We need to expand the eligibility for opportunity scholarships to
harness the power of engaged parents.

And I am calling for an increase in the number of charter schools —
which are public schools that are allowed to work independently of their
school board and can innovate in ways that encourage all schools to
improve.

With us here today is the principal of a very successful charter school —
Sonia Mitchell of Florida International Academy. This charter school
moved from an “F” school to an “A” school. Ms. Mitchell attributes their
success to the passion of great educators and weekly measurements of
student outcomes.

And finally, we can all agree that measuring results is a key aspect of
education. We must test our students, and we must evaluate our edu-
cators. Those measurements need to be fair and thoughtful, and they
need to have rewards and consequences.

We must also analyze how much education money is spent in the
classroom versus the amount spent on administration or capital outlays.

With these principles in mind, Florida can become the most innovative
and effective place in the country to educate the workforce of the future.

In other areas where government has a role to play, we are offering
cost-conscious reforms. Most Floridians have had to tighten their belts.
The state needs to do the same thing.
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We are streamlining the functions of state agencies to save money and
provide better service for taxpayers. Reviewing every activity in every
agency with a fresh eye, we are simplifying the structure of state gov-
ernment.

For example, I have asked the Division of Emergency Management to
report directly to me. If a hurricane comes our way, I will be personally
and continuously engaged in solving problems. Direct, clear lines of
authority will expedite our efforts.

We will also modernize our state government. Florida is currently the
only state where taxpayers pay for the entire pension of state workers.
We need to secure the state’s pension system and be fair to the taxpayers
of Florida. We will bring Florida’s retirement system in line with other
states by having government workers contribute towards their own re-
tirement, just like everyone else.

Providing a modern, health care safety net for our low-income and
disabled citizens is an important state function, but the costs of this
program have been spiraling out of control. Yet there are ways to save
money and provide better care by adopting market principles and giving
patients more choice.

Unfortunately, the federal government requires Florida to get ap-
proval before expanding the use of these innovative, cost-saving pro-
grams. The federal government seems to forget that federal revenues
were recently the hard earned dollars of Floridians. But, with or without
the cooperation of the federal government, we will find a way to meet
these health care needs without jeopardizing other priorities.

Another government program with good intentions and potentially
dangerous side-effects is our system of unemployment compensation. In
times of high unemployment, the system provides a critical safety net.
But its rising costs, which are borne by the very employers who are
struggling to stay in business, threaten to create even more job losses.

The costs of unemployment insurance cannot be allowed to deter job
creation. By working with the legislature, we will bring those costs down.

And finally, we need lawsuit reform.

Every Floridian should have access to the courts for redress of harm.
At the same time, we can’t allow frivolous suits and unreasonable
awards to give our state a reputation that frightens away new jobs.

I ask everyone to look beyond the short-term and imagine with me
what Florida will be like once we turn our state around. Florida will be
the leading job creator over the next eight years.

With no income tax, a phase out of the business tax, the expansion of
the Panama Canal, the expansion of the economies of Central and South
America, our beautiful weather, our beaches, the Everglades, world-class
theme parks, Florida oranges, our universities and colleges, and the
hardest working people in the world, Florida will become the most ex-
citing place to live, work, and play.

With more than 700,000 new jobs, families will be able to build their
own version of the American dream with the security of steady em-
ployment opportunities. Entrepreneurs will create a business climate
that continually offers new goods and services. State government will be
smart, lean, affordable and focused only on its core missions.

Let me close with this: It’s a rare blessing in life to be in a position to
improve the lives of millions of people. The leaders in this room have the
power to make that kind of difference. We have a unique opportunity to
put government back in its proper place and show the nation how pri-
vate-sector growth leads to prosperity.

Such a moment may not come again.

My “jobs” budget has plenty of critics. Some critics are accustomed to
big government and will fight to protect special interests, and there are
others who agree on our policy but say that our agenda is too bold — that
we need to trim the sails of our imagination and settle for small im-
provements.

They’re wrong.
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I did not fight to become the 45th Governor of the greatest state in the
nation to settle for a status quo that does not promote the enormous
potential of our people. I am completely committed to this mission. It is
achievable.

A vast majority of legislators were elected, as I was, on our promise of
smaller government, lower taxes, less regulation, support for job crea-
tion, individual opportunity, individual accountability, and more free-
dom.

Don’t blink. Don’t let special interests persuade you to turn your back
on the people who elected you.

Keep faith with the Floridians who supported you because you said, “I
believe in the American Dream.” Remember their faces when you decide
what to do in the weeks ahead.

Working together we can do incredible things if we stand together with
the courage of our convictions.

Ronald Reagan once described America as a place “Unimpressed with
what others say is impossible.” I think that’s especially true about
Florida.

We are a state that has regularly done the impossible. We build magic
kingdoms. We launch ships that fly to the moon. Florida can be the place
where the American Dream continues to be a reality.

The world is watching, and God is watching over us. Our success will
be the model for the nation.

With new jobs and an education system full of new energy, we’ll plot
the course for a brighter future. May God bless our great state and all of
you. Let’s get to work!

DISSOLUTION OF JOINT SESSION

Following the Governor’s address, the previously appointed committee
escorted the Governor from the rostrum and from the House chamber,
followed by the Lieutenant Governor, members of the Cabinet, Justices
of the Supreme Court and members of the Florida Congressional Dele-
gation.

On motion by Senator Thrasher, the joint session was dissolved at
6:38 p.m. and the Senators were escorted from the House chamber by
the Senate Sergeant at Arms.

(Remainder of Senate Business taken up prior to joint session.)

INTRODUCTION AND
REFERENCE OF BILLS

FIRST READING

By Senators Haridopolos, Lynn, Wise, Gaetz, Dean, Benacquisto,
Hays, Fasano, Bennett, Diaz de la Portilla, Oelrich, Negron, Storms,
Evers, Flores, Simmons, Jones, Gardiner, Garcia, Alexander, Latvala,
Altman, Thrasher, Detert, Norman, Richter, Dockery, and Bogdanoff—

SJR 2—A joint resolution proposing the creation of Section 28 of Ar-
ticle I of the State Constitution, relating to health care services.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Judiciary;
and Budget.

Senate Bills 4-10—Not used.

By Senator Bogdanoff—

SB 12—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Charles Pandrea by
the North Broward Hospital District; providing for an appropriation to
compensate Charles Pandrea, husband of Janet Pandrea, for the death
of Janet Pandrea as a result of the negligence of the North Broward
Hospital District; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and
costs; providing an effective date.
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Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Joyner—

SB 14—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Dennis Darling, Sr.,
and Wendy Smith, parents of Devaughn Darling, deceased; providing an
appropriation to compensate them for the loss of their son, Devaughn
Darling, whose death occurred while he was engaged in football pre-
season training on the Florida State University campus; providing a
limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Ring—

SB 16—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Laron S. Harris, Jr.,
by and through his parents, Melinda Williams and Laron S. Harris, Sr.,
and Melinda Williams and Laron S. Harris, Sr., individually, by the
North Broward Hospital District, d/b/a Coral Springs Medical Center;
providing for an appropriation to compensate them for injuries sustained
as a result of the negligence of the Coral Springs Medical Center; pro-
viding a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an ef-
fective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Jones—

SB 18—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Daniel and Amara
Estrada; providing an appropriation to compensate Daniel and Amara
Estrada, parents and guardians of Caleb Estrada, for the wrongful birth
of Caleb Estrada and for damages sustained by Daniel and Amara Es-
trada as a result of negligence by employees of the University of South
Florida Board of Trustees; providing a limitation on the payment of fees
and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Hill—

SB 20—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of the Estate of Dr.
Sherrill Lynn Aversa; providing an appropriation to compensate the
Estate of Dr. Sherrill Lynn Aversa for Dr. Aversa’s death as result of the
negligence of the Department of Transportation; requiring the Executive
Office of the Governor to establish spending authority from un-
appropriated trust fund balances of the department for compensation to
the Estate of Dr. Sherrill Lynn Aversa; providing for attorney’s fees and
costs; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Hill—

SB 22—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of the Estate of Cesar
Solomon by the Jacksonville Transportation Authority; providing for an
appropriation to compensate the Estate of Cesar Solomon for Mr. Solo-
mon’s death, which was the result of negligence by a bus driver of the
Jacksonville Transportation Authority; providing a limitation on the
payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Ring—

SB 24—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Ashraf Kamel and
Marguerite Dimitri by the Palm Beach County School Board; providing
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for an appropriation to compensate Ashraf Kamel and Marguerite Di-
mitri for the wrongful death of their minor child, Jean A. Pierre Kamel,
as a result of the negligence of the Palm Beach County School Board;
providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an
effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Rich—

SB 26—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Lawrence Fem-
minella by the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office; providing for an
appropriation to compensate Lawrence Femminella for loss of con-
sortium, false arrest, and the negligent training and hiring of deputy
sheriffs by the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office; providing a limitation
on the payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Ring—

SB 28—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of L.T., a minor;
providing an appropriation to compensate L.T., a minor, by and through
Vicki McSwain, the Permanent Custodian for L.T., for injuries and da-
mages sustained as a result of the negligence of employees of the De-
partment of Children and Family Services; providing a limitation of the
payment of attorney’s fees, lobbying fees, costs, and other similar ex-
penses relating to the claim; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Fasano—

SB 30—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Amie Draiemann
Stephenson, individually and as Personal Representative of the Estate of
Christian Darby Stephenson, deceased, and for the relief of Hailey
Morgan Stephenson and Christian Darby Stephenson, II, as surviving
minor children of the decedent; providing an appropriation to compen-
sate them for the wrongful death of Christian Darby Stephenson, which
was due in part to the negligence of the Department of Transportation;
providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Dean—

SB 32—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Yvonne Morton;
providing an appropriation to compensate her for injuries and damages
sustained as a result of the negligence of the Department of Health;
providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Dean—

SB 34—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Angela Isham by
the City of F't. Lauderdale; providing for an appropriation to compensate
Angela Isham, individually, and as co-personal representative of the
Estate of David Isham, deceased, for the death of Mr. Isham, which was
due to the negligence of employees of the City of Ft. Lauderdale; pro-
viding a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an ef-
fective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.
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SB 36—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Fasano—

SB 38—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Marcus Button by
the Pasco County School Board; providing for an appropriation to com-
pensate Marcus Button for injuries sustained as a result of the negli-
gence of an employee of the Pasco County School Board; providing a
limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

SB 40—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Benacquisto—

SB 42—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Eric Brody by the
Broward County Sheriff's Office; providing for an appropriation to
compensate Eric Brody for injuries sustained as a result of the negli-
gence of the Broward County Sheriff's Office; authorizing the Sheriff of
Broward County, in lieu of payment, to execute to Eric Brody and his
legal guardians an assignment of all claims that the Broward County
Sheriff's Office has against its insurer arising out of the insurer’s
handling of the claim against the sheriff’s office; clarifying that such
assignment does not impair the ability or right of the assignees to pursue
the final judgment and cost judgment against the insurer; providing a
limitation on the payment of fees and costs related to the claim against
the Broward County Sheriff’s Office and an exception to that limitation
as to any assigned claims brought against the insurer; providing an
effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Fasano—

SB 44—A Dill to be entitled An act for the relief of the victims who
were abused while confined to the Florida Reform School for Boys lo-
cated in Marianna and Okeechobee; providing an appropriation to
compensate them for injuries and damages sustained as result of the
abuses perpetrated by the personnel of the reform schools; providing a
limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Haridopolos—

SB 46—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of William Dillon, who
was wrongfully incarcerated for 27 years and exonerated by a court after
DNA testing; providing an appropriation to compensate Mr. Dillon for
his wrongful incarceration; directing the Chief Financial Officer to draw
a warrant for the purchase of an annuity; providing for a waiver of
certain tuition and fees; providing conditions for payment; providing
that the act does not waive certain defenses or increase the state’s lia-
bility; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing
that certain benefits are void upon a finding that Mr. Dillon is not in-
nocent of the alleged crime; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Joyner—

SB 48—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Laura D. Strazza;
providing an appropriation to compensate her for injuries she sustained
as a result of the negligence of an employee of the Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services; providing a limitation on the payment of
fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.
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By Senator Smith—

SB 50—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Jennifer Wohlge-
muth by the Pasco County Sheriff’s Office; providing for an appropria-
tion to compensate Jennifer Wohlgemuth whose injuries were due to the
negligence of the Pasco County Sheriff’'s Office; providing a limitation on
the payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

SB 52—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Storms—

SB 54—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Melvin and Alma
Colindres by the City of Miami; providing for an appropriation to com-
pensate them for the wrongful death of their son, Kevin Colindres,
sustained as a result of the negligence of police officers of the City of
Miami; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; pro-
viding an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Storms—

SB 56—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Dennis Gay; pro-
viding an appropriation to compensate Dennis Gay for injuries sustained
as a result of the negligence of the Department of Transportation; pro-
viding for the use of funds; providing for the reversion of funds to the
state; providing a limitation on the total amount paid for attorney’s fees,
lobbying fees, costs, and other similar expenses relating to the claim;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

SB 58—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Bogdanoff—

SB 60—A Dbill to be entitled An act for the relief of Monica Cantillo
Acosta and Luis Alberto Cantillo Acosta, surviving children of Nhora
Acosta by Miami-Dade County; providing for an appropriation to com-
pensate them for the wrongful death of their mother, Nhora Acosta, due
to injuries sustained as a result of the negligence of a Miami-Dade
County bus driver; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and
costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

SB 62—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Siplin—

SB 64—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Ronald Miller by the
City of Hollywood; providing for an appropriation to compensate him for
injuries sustained as a result of the negligence of the City of Hollywood,;
providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an
effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.
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By Senator Siplin—

SB 66—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Timothy Kulik and
Theresa Ann Kulik; providing an appropriation to compensate them for
injuries and damages sustained as a result of the negligence of an em-
ployee of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles; pro-
viding a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Fasano—

SB 68—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Irving Hoffman and
Marjorie Weiss, parents of Rachel Hoffman, deceased, individually and
as co-personal representatives of the Estate of Rachel Hoffman, by the
City of Tallahassee; providing an appropriation to compensate them for
the wrongful death of their daughter, Rachel Hoffman, as a result of
negligence by employees of the Tallahassee Police Department; provid-
ing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an effective
date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Negron—

SB 70—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Carl Abbott by the
Palm Beach County School Board; providing for an appropriation to
compensate Carl Abbott for injuries sustained as a result of the negli-
gence of the Palm Beach County School District; providing a limitation
on the payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Wise—

SB 72—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Karen W. Stripling;
providing an appropriation to compensate her for damages sustained as
a result of a breach of contract by the Department of Education; pro-
viding a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

SB 74—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Siplin—

SB 76—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Marissa Amora in
furtherance of chapter 2008-258, Laws of Florida; providing a continuing
appropriation to compensate Marissa Amora for injuries and damages
sustained as a result of negligence by employees of the Department of
Children and Family Services; requiring a specified legislative budget
request; providing a limitation on the payment of attorney’s fees and
costs; providing legislative intent as to the waiver of all lien interests
held by the state; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Lynn—

SB 78—A bill to be entitled An act relating to an environmental
surcharge on bottled water; establishing a surcharge on bottled water
sold at retail in this state; providing an exception; requiring that moneys
collected from the surcharge be deposited into the Ecosystem Manage-
ment and Restoration Trust Fund; providing an effective date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Environmental Preservation and
Conservation; Commerce and Tourism; and Budget.

By Senators Lynn and Margolis—

SB 80—A bill to be entitled An act relating to state uniform traffic
control; prohibiting the use of electronic communication devices to send
or receive text-based communications while operating a motor vehicle;
providing exceptions; providing a penalty; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Communica-
tions, Energy, and Public Utilities; and Budget.

By Senators Lynn and Dean—

SB 82—A bill to be entitled An act relating to onsite sewage treatment
and disposal systems; amending s. 381.0065, F.S.; revising legislative
intent; eliminating provisions directing the Department of Health to
create and administer a statewide septic tank evaluation program;
eliminating procedures and criteria for the evaluation program;
amending s. 381.0066, F.S.; eliminating provisions authorizing the de-
partment to collect an evaluation report fee; eliminating provisions re-
lating to disposition of fee proceeds and a revenue-neutral fee schedule;
repealing s. 381.00656, F.S., to terminate the grant program for repair of
onsite sewage treatment disposal systems identified pursuant to the
evaluation program, to conform; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Environ-
mental Preservation and Conservation; and Budget.

By Senators Lynn, Gaetz, Thrasher, and Wise—

SB 84—A bill to be entitled An act relating to St. Johns River Com-
munity College; amending s. 1000.21, F.S.; renaming St. Johns River
Community College as “St. Johns River State College”; amending ss.
1004.74 and 1004.75, F.S., relating to the Florida School of the Arts and
the consolidation of certain training schools; conforming provisions;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Higher Education; and Budget.

By Senator Dockery—

SB 86—A bill to be entitled An act relating to voting conflicts; pro-
viding a short title; amending s. 112.3143, F.S.; providing an exception to
provisions relating to voting conflicts, to conform to changes made by the
act; creating s. 112.31435, F.S.; providing definitions; prohibiting a
member of the Legislature from voting upon or participating in any
legislation inuring to the personal gain or loss of the member or his or
her relative; prohibiting a member of the Legislature from participating
in any legislation inuring to the personal gain or loss of a business as-
sociate, employer, board on which the member sits, principal by whom
the member is retained, or parent corporation or subsidiary of such
principal; requiring that a member disclose all such interests to the
applicable legislative body or committee before such legislation is con-
sidered; requiring that the member disclose the specific nature of any
such interests within a specified period after the date on which a vote on
the legislation occurs; requiring that such disclosure be made by written
memorandum and filed with the Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of
the House of Representatives; requiring that the memorandum be re-
corded in the journal of the house of which the legislator is a member;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Judiciary; Rules Subcommittee on Ethics and Elections;
and Rules.

By Senator Gaetz—

SB 88—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public officers; prohi-
biting severance pay for nonelected public officers except under specified
circumstances; prohibiting certain limitations on discussing an em-
ployment dispute or settlement; providing an effective date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Judiciary;
and Governmental Oversight and Accountability.

By Senator Gaetz—

SB 90—A bill to be entitled An act relating to financial emergencies;
amending s. 163.07, F.S.; requiring a plan of a county or municipality to
improve the efficiency, accountability, and coordination of the delivery of
local government services to include a structural and services con-
solidation plan if the county or municipality is subject to review and
oversight by the Governor; amending s. 218.503, F.S.; authorizing a fi-
nancial emergency review board for a local governmental entity or dis-
trict school board to consult with other governmental entities for the
consolidation of all administrative direction and support services; au-
thorizing the Governor or Commissioner of Education to require a local
governmental entity or district school board to develop a plan for the
consolidation, sourcing, or discontinuance of all administrative direction
and support services; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Education
Pre-K - 12; Governmental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senator Gaetz—

SB 92—A bill to be entitled An act relating to group insurance for
public employees; amending s. 112.08, F.S.; requiring that school dis-
tricts procure certain types of insurance through interlocal agreements;
providing an exception; requiring that each school district in this state
enter into a specified type of interlocal agreement and establish the
School District Insurance Consortium; providing purposes of the con-
sortium; requiring that the consortium be governed by a board of di-
rectors consisting of a specified number of members; providing require-
ments for membership on the board; specifying terms of office for board
members; authorizing the board to employ staff or contract for staffing
services to be provided to the consortium; requiring that the Department
of Management Services provide technical services to the consortium as
requested by the board; requiring the consortium to advertise for com-
petitive bids for health, accident, or hospitalization insurance, as well as
certain insurance plans; requiring that the contracts for such insurance
be let upon the basis of such bids; requiring that the consortium take
certain actions and consider certain factors when defining coverage re-
gions; authorizing the awarding of bids on a statewide or regional basis
and the selection of multiple insurance providers; requiring that school
districts engage in collective bargaining with the certified bargaining
agent for any unit of employees for which health, accident, or hospita-
lization insurance is provided; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education Pre-K - 12; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senator Gaetz—

SB 94—A bill to be entitled An act relating to blood establishments;
amending s. 381.06014, F.S.; defining the term “volunteer donor”; pro-
hibiting local governments from restricting access to public facilities or
infrastructure for certain activities based on whether a blood estab-
lishment is operating as a for-profit organization or not-for-profit orga-
nization; prohibiting a blood establishment from considering whether
certain customers are operating as for-profit organizations or not-for-
profit organizations when determining service fees for selling blood or
blood components; requiring that certain blood establishments disclose
specified information on the Internet; amending s. 483.201, F.S.; pro-
viding for disciplinary action against clinical laboratories that fail to
disclose specified information on the Internet; providing a maximum
annual administrative fine that may be imposed annually against cer-
tain clinical laboratories for failure to comply with such disclosure re-
quirement; amending s. 499.003, F.S.; redefining the term “health care
entity” to clarify that a blood establishment may be a health care entity
and engage in certain activities; amending s. 499.005, F.S.; clarifying
provisions prohibiting the unauthorized wholesale distribution of a
prescription drug that was purchased by a hospital or other health care
entity, to conform to changes made by the act; amending s. 499.01, F.S;
exempting certain blood establishments from the requirements to be
permitted as a prescription drug manufacturer and register products;
requiring that certain blood establishments obtain a restricted pre-
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scription drug distributor permit under specified conditions; limiting the
prescription drugs that a blood establishment may distribute under a
restricted prescription drug distributor permit; authorizing the Depart-
ment of Health to adopt rules; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Community
Affairs; and Budget.

By Senator Ring—

SB 96—A bill to be entitled An act relating to mammogram reports;
amending ss. 627.6418, 627.6613, and 641.31095, F.S.; requiring that all
mammography reports include information and a notice about breast
density; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Banking and
Insurance; and Budget.

SB 98—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Ring—

SB 100—A bill to be entitled An act relating to autism; creating s.
381.986, F.S.; requiring that a physician refer a minor to an appropriate
specialist for screening for autism spectrum disorder under certain cir-
cumstances; defining the term “appropriate specialist”; amending ss.
627.6686 and 641.31098, F.S.; defining the term “direct patient access”;
requiring that certain insurers and health maintenance organizations
provide direct patient access to an appropriate specialist for screening
for or evaluation or diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder; requiring
certain insurance policies and health maintenance organization con-
tracts to provide a minimum number of visits per year for screening for
or evaluation or diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Banking and
Insurance; and Budget.

By Senator Ring—

SB 102—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Office of the Chief
Technology Officer; creating the Office of the Chief Technology Officer
within the Department of Financial Services; requiring that the Chief
Technology Officer be appointed by the Governor and Cabinet; requiring
that the office be composed of three divisions; providing duties of such
divisions; requiring that the Chief Technology Officer develop a multi-
year plan of action for the purpose of meeting specified objectives; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; and Budget.

By Senator Ring—

SB 104—A bill to be entitled An act relating to misdemeanor pretrial
substance abuse programs; amending s. 948.16, F.S.; providing that a
person who has previously been admitted to a pretrial program may
qualify for a misdemeanor pretrial substance abuse program; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Budget.

By Senator Ring—

SB 106—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records; defining
the term “publicly owned performing arts center”; creating an exemption
from public-records requirements for information that identifies a donor
or prospective donor of a donation made for the benefit of a publicly
owned performing arts center if the donor desires to remain anonymous;
providing for future legislative review and repeal of the exemption under
the Open Government Sunset Review Act; amending s. 272.136, F.S;
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creating an exemption from public-records requirements for information
identifying a donor or prospective donor to the direct-support organiza-
tion of the Legislative Research Center and Museum at the Historic
Capitol; providing for future legislative review and repeal of the ex-
emption under the Open Government Sunset Review Act; providing a
statement of public necessity; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Commerce
and Tourism; and Governmental Oversight and Accountability.

By Senator Ring—

SB 108—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public K-12 health
education; amending s. 1003.46, F.S.; deleting the requirement that
schools teach abstinence from sexual activity outside of marriage as the
expected standard for all school-age students as part of instruction in
human sexuality; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education Pre-K - 12; Health
Regulation; and Children, Families, and Elder Affairs.

Senate Resolutions 110-114—Not referenced.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 116—A bill to be entitled An act relating to debtors and creditors;
creating s. 687.072, F.S.; requiring lenders or creditors to verify the
identity of persons applying for a loan, credit card, or extension of credit;
providing that the knowing and willful use of personal identifying in-
formation of another individual creates a rebuttable presumption; pro-
viding for the forfeiture of the right to collect an indebtedness for failure
to verify an applicant’s identity; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; and
Judiciary.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 118—A bill to be entitled An act relating to bicycle safety;
amending s. 316.2065, F.S.; revising safety standard requirements for
bicycle helmets that must be worn by certain riders and passengers;
providing for enforcement of requirements for bicycle lighting equip-
ment; providing penalties for violations; providing for dismissal of the
charge following a first offense under certain circumstances; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Criminal Jus-
tice; and Budget.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 120—A bill to be entitled An act relating to consumer protection;
amending s. 501.005, F.S.; requiring the Department of Corrections to
provide each inmate in a correctional facility the opportunity to place a
security freeze on his or her consumer report; requiring the department,
at the request of the inmate, to provide the appropriate forms to the
inmate to initiate the security freeze process; requiring that the inmate
pay all fees and expenses incurred in the application for a security
freeze; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Crim-
inal Justice; and Budget.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 122—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sudden unexpected
infant death; creating the “Stillbirth and SUID Education and Aware-
ness Act”; providing legislative findings; defining terms; requiring the
State Surgeon General to implement a public health awareness and
education campaign in order to provide information that is focused on
decreasing the risk factors for sudden unexpected infant death and
sudden unexplained death in childhood; requiring the State Surgeon
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General to conduct a needs assessment of the availability of personnel,
training, technical assistance, and resources for investigating and de-
termining the causes of sudden unexpected infant death and sudden
unexplained death in childhood; requiring the State Surgeon General to
develop guidelines for increasing collaboration in the investigation of
stillbirth, sudden unexpected infant death, and sudden unexplained
death in childhood; specifying the duties of the State Surgeon General
related to maternal and child health programs; requiring the State
Surgeon General to establish a task force to develop a research plan to
determine the causes of stillbirth, sudden unexpected infant death, and
sudden unexplained death in childhood and how to prevent them; pro-
viding for the membership of the task force; providing for reimbursement
of per diem and travel expenses; requiring that the State Surgeon
General submit a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by a specified date;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Criminal
Justice; and Budget.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 124—A bill to be entitled An act relating to probation and com-
munity control; amending ss. 948.03, 948.11, 948.101, and 948.30, F.S;
requiring the Department of Corrections to electronically monitor a
person who is sentenced to probation or to community control; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; and Judiciary.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 126—A bill to be entitled An act relating to private correctional
facilities; amending s. 957.04, F.S.; requiring that a contractor provide
certain minimum services at designated visiting areas in a private cor-
rectional facility; providing for application of the act; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Budget.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 128—A hill to be entitled An act relating to public printing;
amending s. 283.31, F.S.; revising the record requirements for agency
publications; requiring the record to include the reasons for printing and
distributing a publication and whether the publication is available
electronically; requiring such justification to be included in the agency’s
legislative budget request; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; and Budget.

By Senators Dean and Gaetz—

SB 130—A bill to be entitled An act relating to onsite sewage treat-
ment and disposal systems; amending s. 381.0065, F.S.; revising legis-
lative intent; eliminating provisions directing the Department of Health
to create and administer a statewide septic tank evaluation program;
eliminating procedures and criteria for the evaluation program; repeal-
ing s. 381.00656, F.S., to terminate the grant program for repair of onsite
sewage treatment disposal systems identified pursuant to the evaluation
program, to conform; amending s. 381.0066, F.S.; eliminating provisions
authorizing the department to collect an evaluation report fee; elim-
inating provisions relating to disposition of fee proceeds and a revenue-
neutral fee schedule; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Environ-
mental Preservation and Conservation; and Budget.
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By Senators Joyner and Dockery—

SB 132—A bill to be entitled An act relating to contamination noti-
fication; amending s. 376.30702, F.S.; revising contamination notifica-
tion provisions; requiring individuals responsible for site rehabilitation
to provide notice of site rehabilitation to specified entities; revising
provisions relating to the content of such notice; requiring the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection to provide notice of site rehabilitation
to specified entities and certain property owners; providing an exemp-
tion; requiring the department to verify compliance with notice re-
quirements; authorizing the department to pursue enforcement mea-
sures for noncompliance with notice requirements; revising the
department’s contamination notification requirements for certain public
schools; requiring the department to provide specified notice to private
K-12 schools and child care facilities; requiring the department to pro-
vide specified notice to public schools within a specified area; providing
notice requirements, including directives to extend such notice to certain
other persons; requiring local governments to provide specified notice of
site rehabilitation; authorizing the local government and the depart-
ment to recover notification costs from responsible parties; providing a
statement of important state interest; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environmental Preservation and
Conservation; Education Pre-K - 12; Community Affairs; and Budget.

By Senators Joyner and Dockery—

SB 134—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sealing criminal his-
tory records; providing a short title; amending s. 943.059, F.S.; author-
izing a court to seal a criminal history record of a person who had a prior
criminal history record sealed or expunged under certain circumstances;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Criminal Justice; and Judiciary.

By Senators Bennett, Lynn, Gaetz, Norman, and Dockery—

SB 136—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the enforcement of
immigration laws; creating s. 943.0536, F.S.; providing legislative intent;
prohibiting the state or its political subdivisions from limiting or re-
stricting the enforcement of immigration laws; requiring a law enforce-
ment officer to request citizenship information under certain circum-
stances; authorizing a law enforcement agency to transport an alien to a
federal facility; requiring judicial authorization for the transfer of an
alien outside the state; allowing governmental entities to share in-
formation regarding citizenship; authorizing citizens to sue the state or a
political subdivision of the state if the state or political subdivision is
restricting the enforcement of federal immigration laws; providing for
recovery of attorney’s fees; providing for criminal penalties; prohibiting
the probation or release of an alien who does not possess registration
documents; requiring that the act be implemented consistent with fed-
eral law; prohibiting law enforcement officers from using race as a de-
termining factor in an assessment under the act; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Budget.

By Senators Bennett, Gaetz, and Dockery—

SB 138—A hill to be entitled An act relating to military veterans
convicted of criminal offenses; creating s. 921.00242, F.S.; providing that
persons convicted of criminal offenses who allege that the offenses re-
sulted from posttraumatic stress disorder, substance abuse, or psycho-
logical problems stemming from service in a combat theater in the
United States military may have a hearing on that issue before sen-
tencing; providing that defendants found to have committed offenses due
to such causes and who are otherwise eligible for probation or commu-
nity control may be placed in treatment programs for an equal period of
time in certain circumstances; providing for sentence credit for such
defendants placed in treatment; providing a preference for treatment
programs with histories of successfully treating such combat veterans;
providing an effective date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Children, Fa-
milies, and Elder Affairs; and Budget.

By Senator Ring—

SJR 140—A joint resolution proposing an amendment to Section 8 of
Article V of the State Constitution to increase the period of time that a
person must be a member of The Florida Bar before becoming eligible for
the offices of circuit court or county court judge.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; and Budget.

By Senators Richter and Gaetz—

SB 142—A bill to be entitled An act relating to negligence; amending
s. 768.81, F.S.; defining the terms “negligence action” and “products
liability action”; requiring the trier of fact to consider the fault of all
persons who contributed to an accident when apportioning damages in a
products liability action alleging an additional or enhanced injury; pro-
viding legislative intent to overrule a judicial opinion; providing a leg-
islative finding that fault should be apportioned among all responsible
persons in a products liability action; providing for retroactive applica-
tion of the act; providing a legislative finding that the retroactive ap-
plication of the act does not impair vested rights; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Commerce and
Tourism; and Budget.

By Senator Smith—

SB 144—A bill to be entitled An act relating to elderly inmates; pro-
viding legislative intent; creating s. 947.148, F.S.; providing a short title;
creating the Elderly Rehabilitated Inmate Supervision Program to au-
thorize the Parole Commission to approve the early release of certain
elderly inmates; providing eligibility requirements for an inmate to
participate in the program; requiring that the petition to participate in
the program include certain documents; authorizing members of the
public to be present at meetings of the commission held to determine an
inmate’s eligibility for the program; authorizing a victim to make an oral
statement or provide a written statement regarding the granting, de-
nying, or revoking of an inmate’s supervised release under the program;
requiring that the commission notify the victim or the victim’s family
within a specified period regarding the filing of a petition, the date of the
commission’s meeting, and the commission’s decision; authorizing the
commission to approve an inmate’s participation in the program under
certain conditions; providing eligibility requirements that the commis-
sion must review; requiring an examiner to interview within a specified
time an inmate who has filed a petition for supervised release under the
program; authorizing the postponement of the interview; requiring the
examiner to explain and review certain criteria during the interview;
requiring that the examiner recommend a release date for the inmate;
providing certain conditions under which an inmate may not be released;
requiring a panel of commissioners to establish terms and conditions of
the supervised release under certain circumstances; requiring that the
inmate participate in community service, submit to electronic monitor-
ing, and provide restitution to victims as a condition for participating in
the program; authorizing the commission to impose special conditions of
supervision; authorizing the inmate to request a review of the terms and
conditions of his or her program supervision; requiring a panel of com-
missioners to render a decision within a specified period regarding a
request to modify or continue the supervised release; providing that
participation in the program is voluntary; requiring the commission to
specify in writing the terms and conditions of supervision and provide a
certified copy to the inmate; authorizing the trial court judge to enter an
order to retain jurisdiction over the offender; providing a limitation of
the trial court’s jurisdiction; providing for gain-time to accrue; providing
procedures if the trial court retains jurisdiction of the inmate; requiring
a correctional probation officer to supervise an inmate who is released
under the program; authorizing the Department of Corrections to con-
duct the program using departmental employees or private agencies;
requiring the department to adopt rules; creating s. 947.1481, F.S;
creating the Restorative Justice Pilot Program; requiring the Depart-
ment of Corrections to develop a pilot program patterned after the ju-
venile justice program offered by Neighborhood Restorative Justice
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Centers; requiring that inmates who are eligible to participate in the
Elderly Rehabilitated Inmate Supervision Program be given priority for
participating in the pilot program; providing that the pilot program be
developed after consultation with specified persons; authorizing the
department to conduct the pilot program using departmental employees
or private agencies; requiring the department to adopt rules; amending
s. 947.141, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; au-
thorizing a law enforcement officer to arrest an inmate under certain
circumstances who has been released under the Elderly Rehabilitated
Inmate Supervision Program; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Budget.

By Senators Smith, Lynn, and Dockery—

SB 146—A bill to be entitled An act relating to criminal justice; pro-
viding a short title; providing legislative intent; requiring state agencies
and regulatory boards to prepare reports that identify and evaluate re-
strictions on licensing and employment for ex-offenders; amending s.
112.011, F.S.; prohibiting state agencies from denying an application for
a license, permit, certificate, or employment based on a person’s lack of
civil rights; providing an exception; amending s. 768.096, F.S.; requiring
an employer to review the results of a criminal background investiga-
tion; requiring an employer not to place an employee who has a criminal
record in a position where conduct similar to the employee’s past crim-
inal conduct would be facilitated; requiring an employer to determine
that the criminal background investigation does not demonstrate that
the employee is unsuitable for the particular work to be performed or the
context of the employment in general; amending s. 943.0585, F.S.;
clarifying under what circumstances a person may legally deny the ex-
istence of an expunged criminal history record; authorizing the dis-
closure of the contents of an expunged record upon receipt of a written,
notarized request from the record subject; requiring clerks of the court to
post information relating to procedures to seal or expunge criminal
history records on the clerk’s website; amending s. 943.059, F.S.; clar-
ifying under what circumstances a person may legally deny the existence
of a sealed criminal history record; authorizing a court to seal a criminal
history record of a person who had a prior criminal history record sealed
or expunged; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Criminal Justice; and Judiciary.

By Senator Smith—

SB 148—A bill to be entitled An act relating to criminal prosecution of
juveniles; amending s. 985.557, F.S.; providing additional circumstances
for the direct filing of charges against certain juveniles; providing cri-
teria for determining when a case against a juvenile should be re-
commended to the court to be transferred for criminal prosecution;
providing criteria for consideration of a child’s request to an adult court
to return a criminal case to the juvenile justice system; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Budget.

By Senator Smith—

SB 150—A bill to be entitled An act relating to career and education
planning; amending s. 1003.4156, F.S.; revising the general require-
ments for middle grades promotion to require that a course in career and
education planning explore the National Career Clusters; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education Pre-K - 12; Commerce
and Tourism; and Budget.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 152—A bill to be entitled An act relating to congenital craniofacial
anomalies; requiring the Agency for Health Care Administration, in
consultation with the Office of Insurance Regulation, to conduct a study
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concerning the medical necessity, costs, and efficacy of mandating cov-
erage for certain treatments and therapies; requiring that the agency
report its findings and recommendations to the Legislature; providing an
appropriation; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Health
Regulation; and Budget.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 154—A bill to be entitled An act relating to juvenile justice edu-
cation programs; amending s. 1003.52, F.S.; requiring that the Depart-
ment of Education submit to the Legislature an annual report that in-
cludes student learning gains and student progression in juvenile justice
education programs and details the methodology that the department
uses to ensure that the student performance data is complete and reli-
able; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education Pre-K - 12; Criminal
Justice; and Budget.

By Senator Detert—

SB 156—A bill to be entitled An act relating to renewable energy;
amending s. 366.91, F.S.; requiring that a purchase contract offered to
producers of renewable energy contain payment provisions for energy
and capacity based upon a public utility’s equivalent cost-recovery rate
for certain clean energy projects rather than the utility’s full avoided
costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Communications, Energy, and
Public Utilities; and Budget.

By Senators Detert, Margolis, Dockery, and Lynn—

SB 158—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the use of wireless
communications devices while driving; creating s. 316.305, F.S.; creating
the “Florida Ban on Texting While Driving Law”; providing legislative
intent; prohibiting the operation of a motor vehicle while using a wire-
less communications device for certain purposes; providing a definition;
providing exceptions; specifying information that is admissible as evi-
dence of a violation; providing penalties; providing for enforcement as a
secondary action; amending s. 322.27, F.S.; providing for points to be
assessed against a driver’s license for the unlawful use of a wireless
communications device resulting in a crash; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Communica-
tions, Energy, and Public Utilities; and Budget.

By Senator Joyner—

SB 160—A bill to be entitled An act relating to parole for juvenile
offenders; providing a short title; amending s. 947.16, F.S.; providing
definitions; providing that a juvenile offender who was less than 18 years
of age at the time of commission of a nonhomicide offense and who is
sentenced to life imprisonment is eligible for parole if the offender has
been incarcerated for a minimum period; requiring an initial eligibility
interview to determine whether the juvenile offender has demonstrated
maturity and reform for parole; providing criteria to determine maturity
and reform; providing eligibility for a reinterview after a specified period
for juvenile offenders denied parole; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Budget.

By Senator Sobel—

SB 162—A bill to be entitled An act relating to tanning facilities;
amending s. 381.89, F.S.; requiring that the operator or proprietor of a
tanning facility witness the signing of a written statement by the parent
or legal guardian of a minor before the minor is allowed to use a tanning
device; providing requirements for the written statement; prohibiting a
minor younger than a certain age from using a tanning device at a
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tanning facility; deleting provisions authorizing the use of a tanning
device by certain minors if accompanied by a parent or legal guardian;
allowing use of a tanning device by certain minors as treatment pre-
scribed by a health care provider; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Judiciary;
and Budget.

By Senator Sobel—

SB 164—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the public broadcasting
program system; amending s. 1001.26, F.S.; including certain television
stations licensed by the Federal Communications Commission for which
support and funding may be given; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education Pre-K - 12; and
Budget.

By Senator Hill—

SB 166—A bill to be entitled An act relating to forensic services;
amending s. 916.105, F.S.; providing legislative intent that forensic
services be provided to a person charged with a misdemeanor as well as
a felony offense; amending ss. 916.106, 916.107, 916.13, and 916.302,
F.S., relating to definitions, the rights of forensic clients, the involuntary
commitment of a defendant with mental illness, and the involuntary
commitment of a defendant determined to be incompetent; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and Budget.

By Senators Evers and Gaetz—

SB 168—A bill to be entitled An act relating to onsite sewage treat-
ment and disposal systems; amending s. 381.0065, F.S.; deleting legis-
lative intent relating to onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems;
eliminating provisions directing the Department of Health to create and
administer a statewide septic tank evaluation program; eliminating
procedures and criteria for the evaluation program; amending s.
381.0066, F.S.; eliminating provisions authorizing the department to
collect an evaluation report fee; eliminating provisions relating to dis-
position of fee proceeds and a revenue-neutral fee schedule; repealing s.
381.00656, F.S., relating to the grant program for the repair of onsite
sewage treatment disposal systems identified pursuant to the evaluation
program, to conform; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Environ-
mental Preservation and Conservation; and Budget.

By Senator Bennett—

SB 170—A bill to be entitled An act relating to electronic filing of
court documents; creating ss. 27.341 and 27.5112, F.S.; providing legis-
lative intent; requiring that each state attorney and public defender
implement a system by which the state attorney and public defender can
electronically file court documents with the clerk of the court; requiring
that the Florida Prosecuting Attorneys Association and the Florida
Public Defender Association report to the President of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives by a specified date on the
progress made in implementing the electronic filing system; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; and Budget.

By Senator Bennett—

SB 172—A Dill to be entitled An act relating to security cameras;
reenacting s. 163.31802, F.S., relating to prohibited standards for se-
curity cameras; providing for retroactive operation of the act; providing
for an exception under specified circumstances; providing an effective
date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Judiciary;
and Budget.

By Senators Bennett and Gaetz—

SB 174—A bill to be entitled An act relating to growth management;
reenacting s. 1, chapter 2009-96, Laws of Florida, relating to a short title;
reenacting s. 163.3164(29) and (34), F.S., relating to the definition of
“urban service area” and “dense urban land area” for purposes of the
Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development
Regulation Act; reenacting s. 163.3177(3)(b) and (f), (6)(h), and (12)(a)
and (j), F.S,, relating to certain required and optional elements of a
comprehensive plan; reenacting s. 163.3180(5), (10), and (13)(b) and (e),
F.S., relating to concurrency requirements for transportation facilities;
reenacting s. 163.31801(3)(d), F.S, relating to a required notice for a new
or increased impact fee; reenacting s. 163.3184(1)(b) and (3)(e), F.S.,
relating to the process for adopting a comprehensive plan or plan
amendment; reenacting s. 163.3187(1)(b), (f), and (q), F.S., relating to
amendments to a comprehensive plan; reenacting s. 163.32465(2), F.S.,
relating to a pilot program to provide an alternative to the state review
process for local comprehensive plans; reenacting s. 171.091, F.S., re-
lating to the recording of any change in municipal boundaries; reenact-
ing s. 186.509, F.S., relating to a dispute resolution process for re-
conciling differences concerning planning and growth management
issues; reenacting s. 380.06(7)(a), (24), (28), and (29), F.S., relating to
certain exemptions from review provided for proposed developments of
regional impact; reenacting ss. 13, 14, and 34 of chapter 2009-96, Laws of
Florida, relating to a study and report concerning a mobility fee, the
extension and renewal of certain permits issued by the Department of
Environmental Protection or a water management district, and a
statement of important state interest; providing a legislative finding of
important state interest; providing for retroactive operation of the act
with respect to provisions of law amended or created by chapter 2009-96,
Laws of Florida; providing for an exception under specified circum-
stances; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senators Bennett and Gaetz—

SB 176—A bill to be entitled An act relating to affordable housing;
reenacting s. 159.807(4), F.S., relating to the state allocation pool used to
confirm private activity bonds; reenacting s. 193.018, F.S., relating to
lands that are owned by a community land trust and used to provide
affordable housing; reenacting s. 196.196(5), F.S., relating to a tax ex-
emption provided to organizations that provide low-income housing;
reenacting s. 196.1978, F.S., relating to a property exemption for af-
fordable housing owned by a nonprofit entity; reenacting s.
212.055(2)(d), F.S., relating to the use of a local government infra-
structure surtax; reenacting s. 163.3202(2), F.S., relating to require-
ments for local land development regulations; reenacting s. 420.503(25),
F.S., relating to a definition under the Florida Housing Finance Cor-
poration Act; reenacting s. 420.507(47), F.S., relating to powers of the
corporation to select developers and general contractors; reenacting s.
420.5087(6)(c) and (1), F.S., relating to the State Apartment Incentive
Loan Program; reenacting s. 420.622(5), F.S., relating to the State Office
on Homelessness; reenacting s. 420.628, F.S., relating to affordable
housing for children and young adults leaving foster care; reenacting s.
420.9071(4), (8), (16), (25), (29), and (30), F.S., relating to definitions
under the State Housing Initiatives Partnership Act; reenacting s.
420.9072(6) and (7), F.S., relating to the distribution of funds under the
State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program; reenacting s.
420.9073(1), (2), (5), (6), and (7), F.S., relating to distributions of local
housing funds; reenacting s. 420.9075(1), (3), (5), (8), (10)(a) and (h),
(13)(b), and (14), F.S., relating to local housing assistance plans; re-
enacting s. 420.9076(2)(h), (5), (6), and (7)(a), F.S., relating to the
adoption of affordable housing incentive strategies by the governing
board of a county or municipality; repealing s. 420.9078, F.S., relating to
the state administration of funds remaining in the Local Government
Housing Trust Fund; reenacting s. 420.9079, F.S., relating to the Local
Government Housing Trust Fund; reenacting s. 1001.43(12), F.S., re-
lating to the use by school districts of certain lands for affordable
housing; providing for retroactive operation of the act with respect to
provisions of law amended, created, or repealed by chapter 2009-96,
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Laws of Florida; providing for an exception under specified circum-
stances; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senator Oelrich—

SB 178—A bill to be entitled An act relating to commercial insurance
rates; amending s. 627.062, F.S.; exempting certain liability and prop-
erty insurance lines from specific rate standards and filing require-
ments; revising certain reporting and recordkeeping requirements for
such exempt insurers and certain rating organizations regarding rate
changes; deleting a provision that permits the Office of Insurance Reg-
ulation of the Financial Services Commission to require such insurers to
provide certain information regarding rates at the insurer’s expense;
amending s. 627.0651, F.S.; exempting certain commercial motor vehicle
insurance from specific rate standards and filing requirements; revising
certain reporting and recordkeeping requirements for such exempt in-
surers and certain rating organizations regarding rate changes; deleting
a provision that permits the Office of Insurance Regulation of the Fi-
nancial Services Commission to require such insurers to provide certain
information regarding rates at the insurer’s expense; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Budget.

By Senator Sobel—

SB 180—A Dhill to be entitled An act relating to health insurance;
creating ss. 627.6404, 627.6572, and 641.31093, F.S.; requiring all an-
tiretroviral agents to be included on health plan formularies; prohibiting
access-limiting procedures used to restrict antiretroviral agents pre-
scribed to treat a person with HIV; amending s. 627.6515, F.S.; including
reference to such requirements on policies issued by out-of-state groups;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Health
Regulation; and Budget.

By Senator Sobel—

SB 182—A bill to be entitled An act relating to primary sponsors of
legislation; authorizing the naming of certain primary sponsors of leg-
islation in the short title of a bill and its companion when agreed to by all
primary sponsors of the bill and its companion; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; and Rules.

Senate Resolutions 184-194—Not referenced.

By Senator Fasano—

SB 196—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Choose Life license
plates; amending s. 320.08058, F.S.; providing for the annual use fees to
be distributed to Choose Life, Inc., rather than the counties; providing
for Choose Life, Inc., to redistribute a portion of such funds to non-
governmental, not-for-profit agencies that assist certain pregnant
women; authorizing Choose Life, Inc., to use a portion of the funds to
administer and promote the Choose Life license plate program; provid-
ing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Community
Affairs; and Budget.

By Senator Fasano—

SB 198—A bill to be entitled An act relating to placement agents;
amending s. 215.47, F.S.; prohibiting state investment funds from being
used to pay the fees or commissions of placement agents; requiring the
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State Board of Administration to deal directly with private equity firms
and companies issuing securities; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Banking and Insurance; and Budget.

By Senator Fasano—

SB 200—A bill to be entitled An act relating to nuclear and integrated
gasification combined cycle power plants; repealing s. 366.93, F.S., re-
lating to cost recovery for the siting, design, licensing, and construction
of nuclear and integrated gasification combined cycle power plants;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Communications, Energy, and
Public Utilities; Regulated Industries; and Budget.

By Senators Fasano and Sobel—

SB 202—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to ice skating rinks;
amending s. 381.006, F.S.; requiring the Department of Health to in-
clude in its environmental health program the testing of the air in en-
closed ice skating rinks; authorizing the department to adopt rules re-
lating to air quality standards, monitoring, testing, recordkeeping, the
maintenance and operation of equipment that affects air quality, as-
sessment of fees, enforcement, and penalties; authorizing the depart-
ment to enter and inspect an enclosed ice skating rink at reasonable
hours to determine compliance with applicable air quality statutes or
rules; amending s. 381.0061, F.S.; authorizing the department to impose
a fine, which may not exceed a specified amount, for a violation of air
quality standards for enclosed ice skating rinks; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Banking and
Insurance; and Budget.

By Senator Wise—

SB 204—A bill to be entitled An act relating to controlled substances;
amending s. 893.02, F.S.; defining the term “homologue” for purposes of
the Florida Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act;
amending s. 893.03, F.S.; including certain hallucinogenic substances on
the list of controlled substances in Schedule I; reenacting ss. 893.13(1),
(2), (4) and (5), 893.135(1)(1), and 921.0022(3)(b), (c), and (e), F.S., re-
lating to prohibited acts and penalties regarding controlled substances
and the offense severity chart of the Criminal Punishment Code, to in-
corporate the amendment to s. 893.03, F.S., in references thereto; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Health Reg-
ulation; Judiciary; and Budget.

By Senators Fasano, Rich, and Gaetz—

SB 206—A bill to be entitled An act relating to domestic violence
against family pets; amending s. 741.28, F.S.; redefining the term “do-
mestic violence” to include inflicting, or attempting to inflict, physical
injury against an animal owned, possessed, leased, kept, or held by one
family or household member by another family or household member, or
placing a family or household member in fear of physical harm to an
animal owned, possessed, leased, kept, or held by that family or house-
hold member; amending s. 741.30, F.S.; providing that a court may issue
an injunction for protection against domestic violence granting the pe-
titioner the exclusive care, custody, or control of any animal owned,
possessed, leased, kept, or held by the petitioner, the respondent, or a
minor child residing in the residence or household of the petitioner or
respondent; amending s. 741.31, F.S.; providing that it is a first-degree
misdemeanor for a person to willfully violate an injunction for protection
against domestic violence by knowingly and intentionally injuring or
threatening to injure any animal owned, possessed, leased, kept, or held
by the petitioner, the respondent, or a minor child of the petitioner or
respondent; providing criminal penalties; reenacting s. 901.15(7), F.S.,
relating to an arrest without warrant by a law enforcement officer, to
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incorporate the amendment made to s. 741.31, F.S., in a reference
thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Budget.

By Senators Fasano and Gaetz—

SB 208—A bill to be entitled An act relating to persons with dis-
abilities; amending s. 393.13, F.S.; providing that persons with devel-
opmental disabilities have a right to be free from negligence; specifying
that entities as well as individuals are liable for damages; amending s.
509.092, F.S.; prohibiting the operator of a public lodging or food es-
tablishment from discriminating on the basis of disability; amending s.
760.01, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; sub-
stituting the term “disability” for the term “handicap”; reordering and
amending s. 760.02, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; redefining the term “public accommodations”; amending ss. 760.05,
760.07, 760.08, and 760.10, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; substituting the term “disability” for the term “handicap”;
amending s. 760.11, F.S.; applying administrative and civil remedies
available under the Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992 to certain violations
against persons with disabilities; creating s. 760.15, F.S.; creating the
“Floridians with Disabilities Act”; providing legislative intent; adopting
the federal Americans with Disabilities Act into state law and making it
part of the Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Commerce and Tourism; Judiciary; and Budget.

By Senators Fasano and Gaetz—

SJR 210—A joint resolution proposing an amendment to Section 4 of
Article VII and the creation of a new section in Article XII of the State
Constitution to prohibit increases in the assessed value of homestead
property if the fair market value of the property decreases and to provide
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Judiciary;
and Budget.

By Senators Fasano, Gaetz, and Dockery—

SB 212—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Public Service
Commission; amending s. 350.041, F.S,; revising the standards of con-
duct for commissioners of the Public Service Commission; requiring that
commissioners observe and abide by the Code of Judicial Conduct while
conducting docketed proceedings; providing for statutory preemption;
providing for penalties; amending s. 350.042, F.S.; deleting references to
“ex parte communications” and replacing such references with “pro-
hibited communications”; providing a purpose; providing legislative in-
tent; providing definitions; prohibiting a commissioner or the commis-
sioner’s direct reporting staff from initiating, engaging in, or considering
prohibited communications in any proceeding other than an undocketed
workshop or an internal affairs meeting; prohibiting any individual from
discussing any matter with a commissioner or the commissioner’s direct
reporting staff which the individual reasonably foresees will be filed with
the commission; requiring that any communication between a commis-
sioner or the commissioner’s direct reporting staff and a representative
of a utility be made available to the public; requiring that any commu-
nication be posted on the commission’s website within a specified time
after the communication is made or received; requiring that the com-
mission post on its website a copy of written communications received by
the commission; requiring that the commission prepare a written sum-
mary of certain communications and post such summary on its website
within a specified time after the communication is made or received;
requiring that notice be posted on the commission’s website a minimum
number of hours before the occurrence of any meeting, telephone con-
ference call, or written communication between a commissioner or the
commissioner’s direct reporting staff;, authorizing the Office of Public
Counsel to participate in such communications for limited purposes;
providing an exception for certain commission staff or industry re-
presentatives; providing that the restrictions on prohibited commu-
nications apply to communications made to or from the Governor, a
member of the Cabinet, or a member of the Legislature; providing pe-
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nalties for commissioners or members of a commissioner’s direct re-
porting staff who fail to report certain communications; amending s.
350.0605, F.S.; prohibiting former commissioners and members of a
commissioner’s direct reporting staff from lobbying the legislative or
executive branch of state government on behalf of any client or industry
regulated by the commission for 4 years after termination of service or
employment with the commission; defining the term “commissioner’s
direct reporting staff”; prohibiting any former commissioner’s direct re-
porting staff from appearing before the commission representing any
client or industry regulated by the commission for 4 years after termi-
nation of employment with the commission; providing that such prohi-
bitions apply to commissioners and their direct reporting staff who are
appointed or reappointed to or who terminate their employment with the
commission on or after a specified date; prohibiting a former commis-
sioner or member of a commissioner’s direct reporting staff from ac-
cepting employment by or compensation from certain entities regulated
by the commission for a period of 4 years after termination of service or
employment with the commission; providing that the prohibition applies
to former commissioners and members of a commissioner’s direct re-
porting staff who are appointed or reappointed to or hired with the
commission on or after a specified date; amending s. 350.061, F.S.; ex-
tending reconfirmation intervals for the Public Counsel from biennially
to every 4 years; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Communications, Energy, and
Public Utilities; Judiciary; and Governmental Oversight and Account-
ability.

By Senators Gaetz and Latvala—

SM 214—A memorial to the Congress of the United States, urging
Congress to support the tax-relief provisions of H.R. 5699 and S. 3934,
relating to the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill of 2010.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; and Budget.

By Senators Gaetz and Latvala—

SM 216—A memorial to the Congress of the United States, urging
Congress to exempt from federal income tax payments made to victims of
the Deepwater Horizon oil disaster and to extend the net operating loss
carryback period from 2 years to 5 years.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; and Budget.

By Senators Gaetz, Latvala, and Sobel—

SM 218—A memorial to the Congress of the United States, urging
Congress to dedicate penalties collected from parties responsible for the
Deepwater Horizon oil disaster to repairing the environmental and
economic damage caused by the disaster.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; and Budget.

By Senator Gaetz—

SM 220—A memorial to the Congress of the United States, urging
Congress to enact a law providing unemployment assistance for in-
dividuals who become unemployed as a result of an oil spill.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; and Budget.

By Senator Fasano—

SB 222—A bill to be entitled An act relating to game promotions;
amending s. 849.094, F.S.; requiring operators of certain electronic-
based game promotions to comply with specified requirements governing
game promotions; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Regu-
lated Industries; and Budget.
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By Senator Dean—

SB 224—A bill to be entitled An act relating to local government
accountability; amending s. 11.40, F.S., relating to the Legislative Au-
diting Committee; clarifying when the Department of Community Af-
fairs may institute procedures for declaring that a special district is
inactive; amending s. 30.49, F.S.; specifying the level of detail required
for each fund in the sheriff’s proposed budget; revising the categories for
expenditures; amending s. 112.63, F.S., relating to the review of the
actuarial reports and statements of retirement plans of governmental
entities by the Department of Management Services; providing that the
failure of a special district to make appropriate adjustments or provide
additional information authorizes the department to seek a writ of cer-
tiorari; amending s. 129.01, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the
preparation of county budgets; specifying the level of detail required for
each fund in the budget; amending s. 129.02, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to the preparation of special district budgets; specifying the
level of detail required for each fund in the budget; amending s. 129.021,
F.S.; conforming cross-references; amending s. 129.03, F.S.; deleting a
time restriction on preparing and presenting a tentative county budget;
requiring tentative county budgets to be posted on the county’s website;
amending s. 129.06, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the execution
and amendment of county budgets; requiring revised budgets to be
posted on the county’s website; amending s. 129.07, F.S.; revising pro-
visions relating to the prohibition against exceeding the county budget;
amending s. 129.201, F.S.; conforming and revising provisions relating to
the budget of the supervisor of elections; specifying the level of detail
required for each fund in the proposed budget; revising expenditure
categories; amending s. 166.241, F.S,; revising provisions relating to the
preparation or amendment of municipal budgets; specifying the level of
detail for each fund in the budget; requiring such budgets and amend-
ments to such budgets to be posted on the website of the municipality or
related county; amending s. 189.4044, F.S.; adding failure to file a re-
gistered office or agent with the department for 1 or more years as a
criteria for declaring a special district inactive; amending s. 189.412,
F.S.; adding the Legislative Auditing Committee to the list of entities
that obtain special district noncompliance status reports; amending s.
189.418, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the preparation or
amendment of special district budgets; specifying the level of detail for
each fund in the budget; requiring such budgets to be posted on the
website of the special district or related local general-purpose govern-
ment or governing authority; specifying how the budget may be amended
under certain circumstances; requiring special districts to comply with
certain reporting requirements; authorizing a local governing authority
to request certain financial information from special districts located
solely within the boundaries of the authority; requiring special districts
to cooperate with such requests; amending s. 189.419, F.S.; revising
procedures relating to a special district’s failure to file certain reports or
information; amending s. 189.421, F.S.; revising procedures relating to
the failure of a special district to disclose financial reports; authorizing
the Department of Community Affairs to seek a writ of certiorari;
amending s. 195.087, F.S.; requiring the final approved budget of the
property appraiser and tax collector to be posted on their respective
website or, if not available, the county’s website; amending s. 218.32,
F.S.; revising the schedule for submitting a local governmental entity’s
audit and annual financial reports to the Department of Financial Ser-
vices; requiring the department to notify the Special District Informa-
tion Program if it does not receive a financial report from a local gov-
ernmental entity; requiring a local governmental entity to provide a link
to the entity’s financial report on the department’s website; amending s.
218.35, F.S.; requiring the budget for certain county-related duties to be
itemized in accordance with the uniform accounting system of the De-
partment of Financial Services; specifying the level of detail for each
fund in the clerk of the court’s budget; requiring the court clerk’s ap-
proved budget to be posted on the county’s website; amending s. 218.39,
F.S,; revising the timeframe for completing a local governmental entity’s
annual financial audit; requiring that an auditor prepare an audit re-
port; requiring that such report be filed with the Auditor General within
a specified time; requiring that the Auditor General notify the Legisla-
tive Auditing Committee of any audit report indicating that an audited
entity has failed to take corrective action; requiring that the chair of a
local governmental entity appear before the committee under certain
circumstances; amending s. 218.503, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
oversight by the Governor when an entity’s financial statements show it
cannot cover a deficit of funds; amending s. 373.536, F.S.; requiring that
water management district budgets be posted on the district website;
amending s. 1011.03, F.S.; requiring the summary of the tentative
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budget, the tentative budget, and the budget of a district school board to
be posted on the district’s official website; amending s. 1011.051, F.S.;
revising provisions relating to the guidelines for district school boards to
maintain an ending fund balance for the general fund; amending s.
1011.64, F.S.; updating obsolete accounting terminology for school dis-
tricts; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senators Smith and Gaetz—

SB 226—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to human services;
creating s. 287.0576, F.S.; providing definitions; allowing the national
accreditation of human service providers to substitute for certain agency
licensure and monitoring requirements; providing exceptions; requiring
a single lead agency to be responsible for monitoring human services
delivery for designated populations; requiring the lead agency to develop
monitoring protocols, develop a plan for coordinating monitoring activ-
ities, adopt rules, provide a list of required documents, and develop
forms by a certain date; providing that background screening conducted
for one agency satisfies the screening requirements of other agencies;
requiring the agency to accept all mandated reports and invoices elec-
tronically and to allow all core documents to be posted in secure elec-
tronic storage; requiring agencies to provide an analysis of every new
governmental mandate to an affected contractor before the mandate
may be required or imposed; requiring a contracting agency to negotiate
a contract amendment for any material change to a contract that will
have a financial impact on a contractor; requiring human service con-
tracts to include a cost-of-living adjustment or allow the contractor to
reduce services; providing an exception under certain circumstances;
requiring a contract to ensure payment for undisputed issues, not allow
a private entity performing contract monitoring to impose additional
requirements, and allow unexpended funds to be carried forward; pro-
viding that failure by an agency to negotiate a contract amendment or
provide a remedy to a material adverse impact of a new governmental
mandate constitutes an agency action for the purposes of ch. 120, F.S.;
requiring each agency to compile a list of contractor requirements and
submit such list to the Governor; amending s. 216.136, F.S.; requiring
the Social Services Estimating Conference to determine mental health,
substance abuse, child welfare, and juvenile justice services needs;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Criminal Justice; Governmental Oversight and Accountability;
and Budget.

By Senator Siplin—

SB 228—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the code of student
conduct; amending s. 1006.07, F.S.; requiring the district school board to
include in the code of student conduct adopted by the board an ex-
planation of the responsibilities of each student with regard to appro-
priate dress and respect for self and others and the role that appropriate
dress and respect for self and others has on an orderly learning en-
vironment; requiring each district school board to adopt a dress code
policy that prohibits a student, while on the grounds of a public school
during the regular school day, from wearing clothing that exposes un-
derwear or body parts in an indecent or vulgar manner or that disrupts
the orderly learning environment; providing disciplinary actions for
students who violate the dress code; amending s. 1006.15, F.S.; providing
that adherence to appropriate dress and other codes of student conduct
is a prerequisite for a student to be eligible to participate in inter-
scholastic extracurricular student activities; reenacting s. 1002.23(7),
F.S., relating to a parent guide to successful student achievement to be
adopted by each school district board, to incorporate the amendment
made to s. 1006.07, F.S., in a reference thereto; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education Pre-K - 12; Judiciary;
and Budget.




March 8, 2011

By Senators Detert and Dockery—

SB 230—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the enforcement of
immigration laws; providing a short title; creating s. 287.0576, F.S.;
providing definitions; prohibiting agencies from entering into a contract
for contractual services with contractors that are not registered and
participating by a specified date in a federal work-authorization pro-
gram; providing procedures and requirements with respect to the re-
gistration of contractors and subcontractors; providing for enforcement;
providing a schedule for phased compliance; requiring the Department of
Management Services to adopt rules; creating s. 337.163, F.S.; providing
definitions; prohibiting the Department of Transportation from entering
into a contract for contractual services with contractors that are not
registered and participating by a specified date in a federal work-au-
thorization program; providing procedures and requirements with re-
spect to the registration of contractors and subcontractors; providing for
enforcement; providing a schedule for phased compliance; requiring the
department to adopt rules; amending s. 943.0311, F.S.; requiring the
Chief of Domestic Security to negotiate the terms of a memorandum of
understanding between the state and certain Federal Government en-
tities concerning the enforcement of federal immigration and customs
laws, the detention and removal of individuals not lawfully present in
the United States, investigations related to illegal immigration in the
state, and the establishment of specified training standards and the
creation of specified training programs for law enforcement officers;
providing that the establishment of training standards and the creation
of training programs is contingent upon federal funding; providing that
law enforcement officers trained in accordance with such standards are
authorized to enforce federal immigration and customs laws while per-
forming within the scope of their authorized duties; creating s. 951.30,
F.S.; providing requirements and procedures with respect to the de-
termination of lawful immigration status of persons charged with a
crime and confined to a county or municipal detention facility; providing
for construction; requiring the Florida Sheriffs Association to prepare
and issue specified guidelines and procedures; creating part IV of ch. 23,
F.S,; requiring agencies to verify by a specified date the lawful presence
in the United States of any natural person 18 years of age or older who
has applied for state or local public benefits, or for federal public bene-
fits, which are administered by the agency; providing for enforcement;
providing exceptions; requiring the Board of Governors of the State
University System to set forth policies regarding postsecondary educa-
tion benefits; providing procedures and requirements with respect to
verification by an agency of an individual’s lawful presence in the United
States; providing a penalty for knowingly and willfully making a false,
fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in an affidavit at-
testing to citizenship or permanent legal residency; providing procedures
with respect to verification of eligibility for benefits; prohibiting an
agency from providing any state, local, or federal benefit in violation of
the requirements of the act; providing for specified annual reports;
clarifying that certain attestations do not constitute a crime; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Governmental Over-
sight and Accountability; Higher Education; and Budget.

By Senator Bennett—

SB 232—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Century Com-
mission for a Sustainable Florida; amending s. 163.3247, F.S.; revising
provisions relating to the Century Commission for a Sustainable Florida;
revising the findings and intent to include the necessity for a specific
strategic plan addressing the state’s growth management system; re-
vising the planning timeframes to include a 10-year horizon; revising
membership of the commission; deleting obsolete provisions regarding
initial appointments; providing for the election of a chair and excluding
certain members from serving as chair during a specified period; re-
quiring that the commission meet at least six times per fiscal year; de-
leting a provision that requires the commission to meet in different re-
gions in the state; requiring that the executive director establish a
meeting calendar with the commission’s approval; authorizing the
commission to form subcommittees by vote; providing for a majority vote
of members on commission actions; providing for reimbursement for per
diem and travel expenses; revising provisions relating to the commis-
sion’s powers and duties; requiring that the commission, in cooperation
with interested state agencies, local governments, and nongovernmental
stakeholders, develop a strategic plan and submit the plan to the Gov-
ernor and the Legislature by a specified date; requiring that the com-
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mission also submit progress reports by specified dates; requiring that
the commission make presentations to the Governor and the Legis-
lature; providing that an executive director be appointed by the Secre-
tary of Community Affairs and ratified by the commission; requiring
that the Department of Community Affairs provide a specific line item in
its annual legislative budget request to fund the commission during a
specified period; authorizing the department to obtain additional fund-
ing through external grants; requiring that the department provide
sufficient funding and staff support to assist the commission in its du-
ties; providing for future expiration and the abolishment of the com-
mission; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senators Evers, Dockery, Lynn, Hays, Norman, and Negron—

SB 234—A bill to be entitled An act relating to firearms; amending s.
790.06, F.S.; providing that a person in compliance with the terms of a
concealed carry license may carry openly notwithstanding specified
provisions; allowing the Division of Licensing of the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services to take fingerprints from concealed
carry license applicants; limiting a prohibition on carrying a concealed
weapon or firearm into an elementary or secondary school facility, career
center, or college or university facility to include only a public elemen-
tary or secondary school facility or administration building; providing
that concealed carry licensees shall not be prohibited from carrying or
storing a firearm in a vehicle for lawful purposes; repealing s. 790.28,
F.S., relating to the purchase of rifles and shotguns in contiguous states;
amending s. 790.065, F.S.; providing that specified provisions do not
apply to certain firearms transactions by a resident of this state which
take place in another state; providing applicable law; requiring a spe-
cified background check for such transactions; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senator Hays—

SB 236—A bill to be entitled An act relating to state parks; amending
s. 258.0145, F.S.; providing for the parents of certain deceased veterans
to receive lifetime annual entrance passes to state parks at no charge;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Military Affairs, Space, and
Domestic Security; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; and
Budget.

By Senators Altman, Benacquisto, and Latvala—

SB 238—A bill to be entitled An act relating to child safety devices in
motor vehicles; amending s. 316.613, F.S.; providing child-restraint re-
quirements for children ages 4 through 7 years of age who are less than a
specified height; providing certain exceptions; redefining the term
“motor vehicle” to exclude certain vehicles from such requirements;
providing a grace period; providing effective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Criminal Jus-
tice; and Budget.

By Senator Joyner—

SB 240—A bill to be entitled An act relating to violations of injunc-
tions for protection; amending s. 784.047, F.S.; adding circumstances
that violate an injunction for protection against repeat violence, sexual
violence, or dating violence; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Budget.




28 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

By Senator Joyner—

SB 242—A bill to be entitled An act relating to voter information
cards; amending s. 97.071, F.S.; requiring that voter information cards
contain the address of the polling place of the registered voter; requiring
a supervisor of elections to issue a new voter information card to a voter
upon a change in a voter’s address of legal residence or a change in a
voter’s polling place address; providing instructions for implementation
by the supervisors of elections; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Rules Subcommittee on Ethics
and Elections; Rules; Judiciary; and Budget.

By Senator Bennett—

SB 244—A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor vehicles;
creating the “Highway Safety Act”; providing legislative intent relating
to road rage and aggressive careless driving; amending s. 316.003, F.S.;
defining the term “road rage”; amending s. 316.083, F.S.; requiring an
operator of a motor vehicle to yield the left lane when being overtaken on
a multilane highway; providing exceptions; amending s. 316.1923, F.S.;
revising the number of specified acts necessary to qualify as an ag-
gressive careless driver; providing specified punishments for aggressive
careless driving; specifying the allocation of moneys received from the
increased fine imposed for aggressive careless driving; amending s.
318.19, F.S.; providing that a second or subsequent infraction as an
aggressive careless driver requires attendance at a mandatory hearing;
requiring the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to
provide information about the Highway Safety Act in driver’s license
educational materials; reenacting s. 316.650(1)(a), F.S., relating to traffic
citations, to incorporate the amendments made to s. 316.1923, F.S., in a
reference thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Health Reg-
ulation; and Budget.

By Senators Joyner and Margolis—

SB 246—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to human trafficking;
creating s. 480.0535, F.S.; specifying documents that must be possessed
by each person providing or offering to provide massage services in
certain circumstances; requiring presentation of such documents upon
request of a law enforcement officer; requiring operators of massage
establishments to maintain valid work authorization documents on the
premises for each employee who is not a United States citizen; requiring
presentation of such documents upon request of a law enforcement of-
ficer; prohibiting a person from providing or offering to provide massage
services without possession of a license and specified documentation;
prohibiting the use of a massage establishment license for the purpose of
lewdness, assignation, or prostitution; providing criminal penalties;
amending s. 921.0022, F.S.; including within the severity ranking chart
of the Criminal Punishment Code certain offenses prohibited by the act;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Criminal
Justice; and Budget.

By Senator Gaetz—

SB 248—A bill to be entitled An act relating to economic recovery from
the Deepwater Horizon disaster; amending s. 220.191, F.S.; waiving the
requirement that a facility located in certain counties of this state be in a
high-impact sector in order to qualify for the capital investment tax
credit; creating s. 252.363, F.S.; tolling and extending the expiration
dates of certain building permits or other authorizations following the
declaration of a state of emergency by the Governor; providing excep-
tions; providing for the laws, administrative rules, and ordinances in
effect when the permit was issued to apply to activities described in a
permit or other authorization; providing an exception; amending s.
253.02, F.S.; requiring the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment Trust Fund to recommend to the Legislature whether existing
multistate compacts for mutual aid should be modified or if a new
multistate compact is necessary to address the Deepwater Horizon event
or similar future incidents; amending s. 288.106, F.S.; providing a spe-
cial incentive under the tax refund program for a limited time for a
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qualified target industry business that relocates from another state to
certain counties in this state; temporarily exempting such business from
the wage requirements of the program; exempting such businesses from
the requirements for local financial support; amending s. 288.108, F.S.;
temporarily exempting a business that relocates from another state to
certain counties in this state from the requirement that the business be
in a high-impact sector in order to be eligible for a high-impact sector
performance grant; requiring that the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund appoint members to the Commission on Oil
Spill Response Coordination; providing for the designation of the chair of
the commission by the Governor; requiring the commission to prepare a
report for review and approval by the board of trustees; specifying the
subject matter of the report; temporarily exempting the sale of com-
mercial vessels, recreational vessels, and marine equipment sold by re-
gistered dealers in certain counties from the sales tax; authorizing the
Department of Revenue to adopt emergency rules; providing an appro-
priation to the Department of Revenue to administer the sales tax ex-
emptions; providing an appropriation to the Office of Tourism, Trade,
and Economic Development to develop and implement an economic de-
velopment program for Northwest Florida; specifying a preference for
counties providing expedited permitting for certain purposes; providing
for the appropriation to be placed in reserve by the Executive Office of
the Governor for release as authorized by law or the Legislative Budget
Commission; providing for the deposit of federal funds or entities in-
volved in the Deepwater Horizon oil spill into applicable state trust
funds; specifying permissible uses of such funds; designating the De-
partment of Environmental Protection as the lead agency for expending
funds for environmental restoration; designating the Office of Tourism,
Trade, and Economic Development as the lead agency for funds desig-
nated for economic incentives and diversification efforts; authorizing the
holder of a lease of sovereignty submerged lands to apply to the De-
partment of Environmental Protection for the payment or the re-
imbursement of lease fees for the period of the state of emergency for the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill; specifying conditions for eligibility; requir-
ing an application to the Department of Environmental Protection; re-
quiring the Chief Financial Officer to use the full extent of the law to
recover payments from the responsible party or other independently
administered claims process; providing a short title for certain sections
of the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; and Budget.

By Senators Joyner and Dockery—

SB 250—A bill to be entitled An act relating to compensation for
wrongful incarceration; amending s. 961.02, F.S.; defining the term
“actual innocence” for purposes of the Victims of Wrongful Incarceration
Compensation Act; redefining the term “wrongfully incarcerated per-
son,” to conform; amending s. 961.03, F.S.; requiring that a petition for
compensation describe the existence of clear and convincing evidence of
actual innocence; requiring the petitioner to submit fingerprints for
criminal history records checks; providing that a failure to submit fin-
gerprints within the prescribed timeframe does not warrant denial of
compensation under the act; providing procedures for taking and sub-
mitting fingerprints; requiring that the results of the criminal history
records checks be submitted to the clerk of the court; providing for use of
the results by the court; specifying who will pay for the criminal history
records checks; amending s. 961.05, F.S.; eliminating the requirement
that a wrongfully incarcerated person provide certain court records and
documentation from the Department of Corrections along with an ap-
plication for compensation; requiring the Department of Legal Affairs to
request certain records from the clerk of the court and the Department of
Corrections; amending s. 961.06, F.S.; providing for compensation of
reasonable attorney’s fees and expenses, up to $50,000, incurred for
pursuing compensation for wrongful incarceration; directing the Chief
Financial Officer to remit payment of attorney’s fees directly to the at-
torney; precluding the attorney from receipt of additional fees from the
wrongfully incarcerated person; requiring the Chief Financial Officer to
draw a warrant to an insurance company or other financial institution
authorized to issue annuity contracts to purchase an annuity selected by
the wrongfully incarcerated person; authorizing the Chief Financial
Officer to execute all necessary agreements to implement compensation
and to maximize the benefit to the wrongfully incarcerated person; re-
quiring that the wrongfully incarcerated person sign a waiver before the
Department of Legal Affairs approves the application; precluding sub-
mission of an application for compensation if the wrongfully incarcerated
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person has received a prior favorable judgment from a civil action arising
out of the wrongful incarceration; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Budget.

SB 252—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Sobel—

SB 254—A bill to be entitled An act relating to educational plant
surveys; amending s. 1013.31, F.S.; authorizing an extension to a school
district educational plant survey submission deadline; providing re-
strictions; providing requirements for the submission of a request for an
extension to the Department of Education and requiring department
approval; providing restrictions on school district construction during
the extension period; requiring the State Board of Education to adopt
rules; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education Pre-K - 12; Commu-
nity Affairs; Governmental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 256—A bill to be entitled An act relating to legislative travel re-
imbursement; amending s. 11.13, F.S.; authorizing legislators and their
staff members to be reimbursed by the state under certain circumstances
for travel to visit an immediate family member in the case of death or
serious illness; defining the term “immediate family member”; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Budget; and Rules.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 258—A bill to be entitled An act relating to student assessment in
public schools; terminating the administration of the Florida Compre-
hensive Assessment Test (FCAT) to students in grades 9 through 12;
requiring that the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) replace the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of
measuring a student’s knowledge and skills; requiring that students
take the PSAT/NMSQT in grade 10; requiring that students earn pas-
sing scores on the PSAT/NMSQT to qualify for a standard high school
diploma; requiring that the State Board of Education designate passing
scores; requiring the use of student performance on the PSAT/NMSQT
for school grading purposes; providing for application beginning with
students entering grade 9 in the 2012-2013 school year; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education Pre-K - 12; Higher
Education; and Budget.

By Senator Ring—

SB 260—A bill to be entitled An act relating to nonpublic post-
secondary educational institutions; amending s. 1005.02, F.S.; defining
the term “academic degree”; amending s. 1005.31, F.S.; requiring that a
licensed independent postsecondary educational institution notify the
Commission for Independent Education of changes in its accreditation
status; providing penalties for failure to provide the notice; revising
criteria concerning the standards by which the commission evaluates
institutions for licensure; requiring that institutions become accredited
within a specified period after licensure; requiring a licensed institution
that is not accredited to include certain information on the institution’s
website; restricting the recognition of academic degrees conferred by
that institution; requiring that the institution notify the Department of
Education and the Office of the Attorney General of its progress in ob-
taining accreditation; requiring that institutions maintain records and
provide the commission with information concerning nationally re-
cognized standards used to grant credit for a student’s prior work or life
experience; requiring compliance with laws concerning the reporting of
crime statistics; requiring that such reports be made available to the
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public; requiring that the commission maintain a list on its website
concerning the accreditation of institutions licensed by the commission;
requiring that the Department of Education and Office of the Attorney
General maintain a link to the commission’s list on their respective
websites; amending s. 1005.38, F.S.; requiring that the commission re-
voke the license or authorization of an institution that does not meet
requirements concerning accreditation; amending s. 744.1083, F.S,;
conforming a cross-reference; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Higher Education; and Budget.

By Senators Ring and Dockery—

SB 262—A bill to be entitled An act relating to intimidation of a judge;
subjecting a person who intimidates or threatens a judge or a member of
the judge’s immediate family to criminal penalties under certain cir-
cumstances; defining the terms “intimidation or threats” and “judge”;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Budget.

SB 264—Not referenced.

By Senator Ring—

SB 266—A bill to be entitled An act relating to employment of the
homeless; amending s. 220.02, F.S.; specifying the order for applying the
tax credit for employment of the homeless; amending s. 220.13, F.S,;
redefining the term “adjusted federal income” to include an adjustment
for such tax credit; creating s. 220.194, F.S.; providing definitions; pro-
viding a tax credit for a corporation that hires a homeless person re-
siding in a transitional, permanent supportive, or permanent housing
facility; specifying the information that must be provided to the De-
partment of Revenue when applying for the credit; providing for the
carryover of unused credits; requiring that the application be filed with
the department by a specified date each year; providing penalties for
fraudulently claiming the tax credit; limiting the total amount of tax
credits that may be granted per taxable year; authorizing the depart-
ment to adopt rules; providing for the expiration of the tax credit; re-
quiring that the department collect certain data; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Chil-
dren, Families, and Elder Affairs; and Budget.

By Senator Bullard—

SB 268—A bill to be entitled An act relating to super enterprise zones;
amending s. 212.02, F.S.; defining the term “certified business” for
purposes of a tax exemption provided to certain businesses located
within a super enterprise zone; providing for future expiration; amend-
ing s. 212.08, F.S.; providing a tax exemption for certain property pur-
chased for use or consumption by businesses in a super enterprise zone
and for retail sales made by certified businesses in a super enterprise
zone; providing an exception; specifying periods for applying the ex-
emptions for certain businesses; providing for future expiration of the
exemption; amending s. 290.0056, F.S.; providing additional responsi-
bilities of an enterprise zone development agency relating to super en-
terprise zones; requiring an economic impact report; providing for future
expiration; amending s. 290.0057, F.S.; applying requirements for an
enterprise zone development plan to super enterprise zones; creating s.
290.00681, F.S.; requiring the Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic
Development to designate specified areas in Miami-Dade, Lee, and
Collier Counties as pilot project super enterprise zones for a certain
period; providing qualification criteria; providing application require-
ments; providing for future expiration and revocation of the designa-
tions; creating s. 290.00682, F.S.; providing requirements for qualifica-
tion as a certified business for purposes of the sales tax exemption;
authorizing a local enterprise zone development agency to certify busi-
nesses; requiring the agency to provide lists of certified businesses;
providing for disqualifying certified businesses under certain circum-
stances; providing for future expiration and revocation of certifications;
amending s. 290.007, F.S.; specifying incentives for the revitalization of
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super enterprise zones; requiring interim and final reviews of super
enterprise zones by the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Govern-
ment Accountability; providing review criteria; requiring reports to the
Legislature; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Com-
munity Affairs; and Budget.

By Senator Bennett—

SB 270—A bill to be entitled An act relating to property tax discounts
for early payment; amending s. 197.162, F.S.; increasing the discount
rates for early payment of property taxes; amending s. 200.065, F.S.;
lowering the percentage of certified taxable value to be used by taxing
authorities in preparing tentative budgets; amending s. 197.222, F.S.;
increasing the discount rates for prepayment of property tax by the in-
stallment method; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Education
Pre-K - 12; and Budget.

By Senator Joyner—

SB 272—A bill to be entitled An act relating to cadmium in children’s
products; defining terms; prohibiting a person from using or applying
cadmium in excess of a specified amount on any item of children’s jew-
elry, toy, or child care article sold in this state; providing an exception;
providing for a criminal penalty; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Health
Regulation; Judiciary; and Budget.

By Senator Lynn—

SB 274—A bill to be entitled An act relating to road designations;
designating Veterans Memorial Highway in Putnam County; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; and Budget.

By Senators Bennett and Lynn—

SB 276—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the procurement of
architectural, engineering, and other professional services by a govern-
mental agency or school board; amending s. 287.055, F.S.; allowing
compensation to be a considering factor during the competitive selection
process for professional services; authorizing the agency or board to re-
open negotiations with a selected firm following termination of nego-
tiations with other firms; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Education Pre-K - 12; and Budget.

By Senator Joyner—

SB 278—A bill to be entitled An act relating to employment of chil-
dren by the entertainment industry; amending s. 450.132, F.S.; defining
terms; providing requirements for the employment of children in the
entertainment industry; providing responsibilities of employers and
parents or legal guardians of such children; requiring a preauthorization
certificate for each child; providing duties of the Division of Regulation
within the Department of Business and Professional Regulation; pro-
viding limitations on the working hours of child performers; providing
certification requirements and duties of teachers and trainers of child
performers; requiring a trust account for certain children employed in
the entertainment industry; providing safety requirements for child
performers; providing criteria for wage claims; providing requirements
for the Agency for Workforce Innovation in resolving such claims; pro-
viding grounds under which the Division of Regulation may refuse to
issue or renew a preauthorization certificate and procedures for chal-
lenging such a determination; reenacting ss. 450.021(1)(b) and
562.13(2)(b), F.S., relating to the employment of minors in this state, to
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incorporate the amendments made to s. 450.132, F.S., in references
thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Commerce
and Tourism; Education Pre-K - 12; and Budget.

By Senator Norman—

SB 280—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Thomas and Karen
Brandi by the city of Haines City; providing for an appropriation to
compensate them for injuries sustained as a result of the negligence of
the city of Haines City; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and
costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senators Bennett and Margolis—

SB 282—A bill to be entitled An act relating to renewable energy;
providing legislative findings; providing definitions; requiring each
electric utility in the state to collect from each residential, commercial,
and industrial customer a designated monthly systems charge; requiring
the electric utilities to deposit collected funds into the Sustainable and
Renewable Energy Policy Trust Fund; creating a direct-support organi-
zation for the Florida Energy and Climate Commission; providing for a
board of directors of the direct-support organization; providing for ap-
pointment of members and terms of office; requiring a contract between
the commission and the direct-support organization; providing for the
use of the deposited funds; requiring an annual audit; amending s.
366.91, F.S.; requiring that a purchase contract offered to producers of
renewable energy contain payment provisions for energy and capacity
based upon a public utility’s equivalent cost-recovery rate for certain
clean energy projects rather than the utility’s full avoided -costs;
amending s. 377.806, F.S.; revising the expiration date for the Solar
Energy System Incentives Program; extending the period of time for
which residents of the state are eligible to receive rebates for specified
solar energy systems; revising the rebate amount for eligible solar en-
ergy systems; providing a schedule for rebate amounts based on the total
wattage of the system; amending s. 570.954, F.S.; correcting a reference;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Communications, Energy, and
Public Utilities; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senators Bennett and Margolis—

SB 284—A bill to be entitled An act relating to trust funds; creating
the Sustainable and Renewable Energy Policy Trust Fund within the
Florida Energy and Climate Commission; providing for sources of funds
and purposes; providing for annual carryforward of funds; providing for
the future review and termination or re-creation of the trust fund; pro-
viding a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Communications, Energy, and
Public Utilities; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senators Rich, Ring, Joyner, Sobel, Margolis, Bullard, Detert,
Sachs, and Bennett—

SCR 286—A concurrent resolution ratifying the proposed amendment
to the Constitution of the United States relating to equal rights for men
and women.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Rules Subcommittee
on Ethics and Elections; and Rules.
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By Senator Negron—

SB 288—A bill to be entitled An act relating to design professionals;
creating s. 558.0035, F.S.; providing for limited liability for engineers,
surveyors and mappers, architects, interior designers, and registered
landscape architects as a result of construction defects resulting from the
performance of a contract; providing that, if a contract requires profes-
sional liability insurance, the contract may not limit the liability of the
design professional in a manner that is inconsistent with the insurance
requirements; providing exceptions to the limitation of liability of the
design professional; amending ss. 471.023, 472.021, 481.219, and
481.319, F.S.; conforming sections to the limitation of liability for certain
design professionals provided in s. 558.0035, F.S.; providing cross-re-
ferences to s. 558.0035, F.S.; providing that the act does not affect con-
tracts or agreements entered into, or professional services performed,
before July 1, 2011; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Judiciary;
and Budget.

By Senators Fasano, Gaetz, and Dockery—

SB 290—A bill to be entitled An act relating to retirement for elected
officials; amending ss. 121.052 and 121.72, F.S.; reducing the employer
retirement contribution for members of the elected officers class; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Governmental Over-
sight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senator Dean—

SB 292—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to mobile home and
recreational vehicle parks; amending s. 513.01, F.S.; providing and re-
vising definitions; amending s. 513.012, F.S.; specifying laws and rules to
be enforced by the Department of Health; providing for the adoption of
rules; amending s. 513.014, F.S.; revising applicability of recreational
vehicle park requirements to mobile home parks; amending s. 513.02,
F.S.; revising permit requirements; providing requirements for con-
struction review and approval for private parks and camps; requiring the
department to adopt rules; amending s. 513.03, F.S.; revising require-
ments for permit applications; amending s. 513.045, F.S.; revising fees
charged to operators of certain parks or camps; authorizing persons to
request from the department a review of plans for a proposed park or
camp; requiring certain construction and renovation plans to be sub-
mitted to the department for review and approval; amending s. 513.05,
F.S.; providing the department with additional rulemaking authority;
amending s. 513.054, F.S.; providing that an operator of a mobile home
park, lodging park, recreational vehicle park, or recreational camp who
refuses to pay the operating permit fee required by law or who fails,
neglects, or refuses to obtain an operating permit for the park commits a
misdemeanor of the second degree; amending s. 513.055, F.S.; con-
forming terminology; amending s. 513.10, F.S.; providing that a person
who operates a mobile home park, lodging park, recreational vehicle
park, or recreational camp without a permit commits a misdemeanor of
the second degree; repealing s. 513.111, F.S., relating to the posting and
advertising of certain site rates; creating s. 513.1115, F.S.; providing
requirements for the establishment of separation and setback distances;
amending s. 513.112, F.S,; deleting a provision requiring guest registers
to be made available for inspection by the department at any time;
amending s. 513.115, F.S,; revising requirements for the handling of
unclaimed property; amending s. 513.13, F.S.; providing a penalty for
failure to depart from a park under certain circumstances; barring an
operator from certain liability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Health Reg-
ulation; Community Affairs; and Budget.

SR 294—Not referenced.

By Senator Wise—

SB 296—A bill to be entitled An act relating to household moving
services; amending s. 507.01, F.S.; redefining the term “storage”;
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amending s. 507.03, F.S.; providing for the biennial renewal of mover
and moving broker registrations; authorizing the Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services to extend registration expiration dates in
order to establish staggered dates; requiring the calculation of biennial
registration fees based on an annual rate; deleting a provision requiring
certain movers and moving brokers to obtain a local license or regis-
tration and pay the state registration fee; amending s. 507.04, F.S;
authorizing a mover to exclude liability for household goods packed by
the shipper under certain circumstances; amending s. 507.06, F.S.; au-
thorizing a mover to refuse to transport or ship household goods under
certain circumstances; amending s. 507.07, F.S.; prohibiting a mover or
moving broker from conducting business without being registered with
the department; providing penalties; amending s. 507.13, F.S.; pre-
empting local ordinances and regulations except in certain counties;
restricting the levy or collection of local registration fees and taxes of
movers and moving brokers; providing for local registration and bonding;
exempting local business taxes from preemption; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Com-
munity Affairs; and Budget.

By Senator Alexander—

SB 298—A bill to be entitled An act relating to municipal governing
body meetings; creating s. 166.0213, F.S.; authorizing the governing
bodies of certain municipalities to hold meetings within specified
boundaries; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; and Budget.

By Senator Bennett—

SJR 300—A joint resolution proposing amendments to Section 15 of
Article ITT and Section 4 of Article VI and the creation of a new section in
Article XII of the State Constitution to revise the term limits that apply
to State Senators and State Representatives and to impose term limits
on elected county and municipal officers.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Reapportionment; and
Rules.

By Senators Bennett and Dockery—

SB 302—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the drug testing of
potential and existing beneficiaries for unemployment compensation;
creating s. 443.093, F.S.; creating the Drug Deterrence Pilot Program
within the Agency for Workforce Innovation; providing legislative intent;
providing the scope of eligibility for benefits; designating the specific
workforce board that is subject to the pilot program; defining terms;
providing for the screening of individuals to determine which individuals
must be tested; providing for notice; providing terms of disqualification
of benefits; requiring the agency to supply information on drug treat-
ment programs; providing for authentication and the admissibility of
drug tests in unemployment compensation hearings; creating a re-
buttable presumption; providing testing procedures; providing for the
preservation of test samples; providing for the retesting of test samples;
providing for an appeals process; authorizing the agency to adopt rules;
directing the agency to submit a report to the Governor and Legislature;
directing the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Ac-
countability to submit a report to the Governor and Legislature; pro-
viding for future expiration of the program; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senators Bennett and Dockery—

SB 304—A bill to be entitled An act relating to illegal or un-
documented aliens; requiring the Department of Corrections and the
Parole Commission to establish agreements to implement a federal de-
portation program for state inmates; specifying the goals of the program;
amending s. 947.146, F.S., relating to the Control Release Authority;
requiring the authority to implement a program to execute an im-
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mediate deportation order; authorizing the authority to extend or ad-
vance the control release date for arrangements for the transfer of cus-
tody pending deportation; creating s. 947.1461, F.S., relating to control
release for removal and deportation; requiring the department to iden-
tify eligible inmates at the reception process; specifying eligibility cri-
teria; requiring the department to coordinate with federal authorities to
determine immigration status and eligibility for removal; requiring the
department to identify eligible inmates who waive administrative and
appellate rights and who agree to cooperate; requiring the Control Re-
lease Authority to establish control release dates; authorizing the control
release dates to be set after the alien has served a minimum 50 percent
of his or her court-imposed sentence; requiring the department to
maintain exclusive control and responsibility for the custody and
transportation of an alien until the alien is transferred to federal cus-
tody; requiring the Control Release Authority to give notice to aliens
concerning reentering the United States; prohibiting aliens from bene-
fiting from control release awards when removal is not reasonably
foreseeable; requiring the department to compile and report certain
statistics; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Budget.

By Senator Rich—

SB 306—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Denise Gordon
Brown and David Brown by the North Broward Hospital District; pro-
viding for an appropriation to compensate Denise Gordon Brown and
David Brown, parents of Darian Brown, for injuries and damages sus-
tained by Darian Brown as result of the negligence of Broward General
Medical Center; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs;
providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Montford—

SB 308—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Eddie Weekley and
Charlotte Williams, individually and as co-personal representatives of
the Estate of Franklin Weekley, their deceased son, for the dis-
appearance and death of their son while he was in the care of the
Marianna Sunland Center, currently operated by the Agency for Persons
with Disabilities; providing an appropriation to compensate them for
injuries and damages sustained as result of the negligence of the De-
partment of Children and Family Services; providing a limitation on the
payment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senators Negron, Gaetz, and Evers—

SB 310—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public meetings;
amending s. 286.011, F.S.; providing a right for members of the public to
be heard at meetings of certain governmental boards and commissions;
prescribing conditions qualifying, and exceptions to, the right; providing
for the adoption of rules governing the conduct of, and behavior at, the
meetings; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Community Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Richter—

SB 312—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the practice of den-
tistry; requiring persons who apply for licensure renewal as a dentist or
dental hygienist to furnish certain information to the Department of
Health in a dental workforce survey; requiring the Board of Dentistry to
issue a nondisciplinary citation and a notice for failure to complete the
survey within a specified time; providing notification requirements for
the citation; requiring the department to serve as the coordinating body
for the purpose of collecting, disseminating, and updating dental work-
force data; requiring the department to maintain a database regarding
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the state’s dental workforce; requiring the department to develop stra-
tegies to maximize federal and state programs and to work with an
advisory body to address matters relating to the state’s dental workforce;
providing membership of the advisory body; providing for members of
the advisory body to serve without compensation; requiring the de-
partment to act as a clearinghouse for collecting and disseminating in-
formation regarding the dental workforce; requiring the department and
the board to adopt rules; providing legislative intent regarding im-
plementation of the act within existing resources; amending s. 499.01,
F.S.; authorizing certain business entities to pay for prescription drugs
obtained by practitioners licensed under ch. 466, F.S.; amending s.
624.91, F.S.; revising the membership of the board of directors of the
Florida Healthy Kids Corporation to include a member nominated by the
Florida Dental Association and appointed by the Governor; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senator Richter—

SB 314—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records; pro-
viding an exemption from public-records requirements for information
contained in dental workforce surveys submitted by dentists or dental
hygienists to the Department of Health as a condition for license re-
newal; providing exceptions to the exemption; providing for future leg-
islative review and repeal of the exemption under the Open Government
Sunset Review Act; providing a statement of public necessity; providing
a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Regulation; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; Budget; and Rules.

By Senator Hays—

SB 316—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the offense of fleeing or
attempting to elude a law enforcement officer if committed by a juvenile;
amending s. 316.1935, F.S.; requiring the court to revoke, for a period
not less than 1 year nor exceeding 5 years, the driver’s license of an
operator of a motor vehicle adjudicated delinquent for fleeing or at-
tempting to elude a law enforcement officer under specified circum-
stances; prohibiting the court from suspending, deferring, or withholding
an adjudication of delinquency for a juvenile who fled or attempted to
elude a law enforcement officer; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Children, Fa-
milies, and Elder Affairs; Transportation; and Budget.

By Senator Siplin—

SB 318—A bill to be entitled An act relating to postsecondary student
fees; creating s. 1009.215, F.S.; providing an exemption from payment of
nonresident tuition at a state university or a Florida College System
institution for an undocumented student who meets specified require-
ments; requiring the Board of Governors of the State University System
to adopt regulations and the State Board of Education to adopt rules;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Higher Education;
Criminal Justice; and Budget.

SR 320—Not referenced.

By Senator Flores—

SB 322—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Aaron Edwards, a
minor, and his parents, Mitzi Roden and Mark Edwards, by Lee Mem-
orial Health System of Lee County; providing for an appropriation to
compensate Aaron Edwards and his parents for damages sustained as a
result of the medical negligence by employees of Lee Memorial Health
System of Lee County; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and
costs; providing an effective date.
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Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Flores—

SB 324—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of James D. Feur-
tado, III, by Miami-Dade County; providing for an appropriation to
compensate him for injuries he sustained as a result of the negligence of
an employee of Miami-Dade County; providing a limitation on the pay-
ment of fees and costs; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Norman—

SB 326—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Stephen and
Meredith Kirby, parents and natural guardians of their daughter, Har-
per Kirby, by the University of South Florida; providing for an appro-
priation to compensate Stephen and Meredith Kirby, parents and nat-
ural guardians of Harper Kirby, for damages sustained by the negligence
of an employee of the University of South Florida; providing a limitation
on the payment of attorney’s fees and costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Margolis—

SB 328—A bill to be entitled An act relating to service of process;
amending s. 48.031, F.S.; specifying where a process server must record
certain information concerning service; granting authorized process
servers unannounced access to specified residential areas where a de-
fendant or witness resides or is known to be; amending s. 48.29, F.S;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Regulated Industries;
Criminal Justice; and Budget.

By Senator Gaetz—

SB 330—A bill to be entitled An act relating to violations of the
Florida Election Code; creating s. 104.2715, F.S.; providing that a can-
didate who, in a primary or other election, falsely represents that he or
she served or is currently serving in the military, commits a violation of
the Florida Election Code; permitting any person to file a complaint with
the Florida Elections Commission alleging that a candidate has falsely
represented his or her military service; requiring that the commission
adopt rules to provide for an expedited hearing for complaints filed with
the commission; requiring that the Director of the Division of Adminis-
trative Hearings assign an administrative law judge to provide an ex-
pedited hearing in certain cases; requiring the commission or adminis-
trative law judge to assess a civil penalty of up to a specified amount
against a candidate who is found to have falsely misrepresented his or
her military service; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Rules Subcommittee on Ethics
and Elections; Rules; Military Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security;
Governmental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senators Fasano and Gaetz—

SB 332—A bill to be entitled An act relating to submerged lands;
creating s. 253.0346, F.S.; authorizing the Board of Trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Trust Fund to lease sovereign submerged lands for
private residential use; defining “private residential use”; providing for
the term of the lease, rental fees, lease assignability, disposition of im-
provements, and construction of the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environmental Preservation and
Conservation; Community Affairs; Judiciary; and Budget.
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By Senators Fasano and Dockery—

SB 334—A bill to be entitled An act relating to controlled substances;
defining terms; requiring a person who knows, or has reasonable cause
to suspect, that a health care practitioner who prescribes or dispenses
controlled substances is stealing or abusing controlled substances that
have been prescribed or dispensed for another to report such knowledge
or suspicion to a law enforcement agency; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Health Reg-
ulation; and Budget.

By Senator Fasano—

SB 336—A bill to be entitled An act relating to controlled substances;
amending s. 893.03, F.S.; revising the list of controlled substances in-
cluded in Schedules I, II, III, IV, and V; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Health Reg-
ulation; Judiciary; and Budget.

By Senator Flores—

SB 338—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Angela Sozzani;
requiring that the Department of Children and Family Services request
up to a certain amount in its annual legislative budget request each
fiscal year to compensate Angela Sozzani for injuries and damages she
sustained as a result of the negligence of employees of the Department of
Children and Family Services; authorizing the department to request
additional funds under extraordinary circumstances; providing for the
reversion of funds; providing that Angela Sozzani’s attorneys have re-
presented her pro bono and fees and costs have not been awarded; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Bogdanoff—

SB 340—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Altavious Carter
by the Palm Beach County School Board; providing for an appropriation
to compensate Altavious Carter for injuries sustained as a result of the
negligence of a bus driver of the Palm Beach County School District;
providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; providing an
effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Evers—

SB 342—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Maricelly Lopez by
the City of North Miami; providing for an appropriation to compensate
Maricelly Lopez, individually and as personal representative of the Es-
tate of Omar Mieles, for the wrongful death of her son, Omar Mieles,
which was due to the negligence of a police officer of the City of North
Miami; providing a limitation on the payment of fees and costs; pro-
viding an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills.

By Senator Rich—

SB 344—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sexual activities in-
volving animals; creating s. 828.126, F.S.; providing definitions; prohi-
biting knowing sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal; prohi-
biting specified related activities; providing penalties; providing that the
act does not apply to certain husbandry, conformation judging, and ve-
terinary practices; providing an effective date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Agriculture;
and Judiciary.

By Senator Rich—

SB 346—A bill to be entitled An act relating to prohibited dis-
crimination; providing a short title; amending s. 760.01, F.S.; revising
provisions to include sexual orientation and gender identity or expres-
sion as impermissible grounds for discrimination; conforming terminol-
ogy; amending s. 760.02, F.S.; defining additional terms; creating s.
760.025, F.S.; specifying when an individual has an impairment for
certain purposes; amending ss. 760.05, 760.07, 760.08, and 760.10, F.S.;
revising provisions to include sexual orientation and gender identity or
expression as impermissible grounds for discrimination; conforming
terminology; reenacting s. 760.11(1), F.S,, relating to administrative and
civil remedies for unlawful employment practices, to incorporate the
amendments made to s. 760.10, F.S., in a reference thereto; amending s.
509.092, F.S.; revising provisions to include sexual orientation and
gender identity or expression as impermissible grounds for discrimina-
tion in public lodging establishments and public food service establish-
ments; amending s. 760.22, F.S.; defining additional terms; deleting the
definition of the term “handicap”; creating s. 760.225, F.S.; specifying
when an individual has an impairment for certain purposes; amending
ss. 760.23, 760.24, 760.25, 760.26, and 760.29, F.S.; revising provisions to
include sexual orientation and gender identity or expression as im-
permissible grounds for discrimination; conforming terminology;
amending ss. 760.31 and 760.50, F.S.; conforming terminology; amend-
ing s. 760.60, F.S.; revising provisions to include sexual orientation and
gender identity or expression as impermissible grounds for discrimina-
tion; conforming terminology; amending s. 419.001, F.S.; conforming a
cross-reference; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Regulated Industries;
Governmental Oversight and Accountability; and Budget.

By Senator Sobel—

SB 348—A bill to be entitled An act relating to domestic partnerships;
amending ss. 28.101 and 28.24, F.S; setting forth fees and costs to be
applied when petitioning for a dissolution of a domestic partnership or
registering a domestic partnership, respectively; amending s. 97.1031,
F.S.; providing notice to the supervisor of elections concerning a change
of name due to participation in a domestic partnership; amending s.
382.002, F.S.; defining the term “dissolution of a domestic partnership”
for purposes of vital records; including domestic partnerships and dis-
solution of domestic partnership as vital records in this state; conform-
ing cross-references; amending s. 382.003, F.S.; requiring the Depart-
ment of Health to examine all certificates of domestic partnership forms
and dissolution of domestic partnership reports sent from the courts;
amending s. 382.0085, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; amending s.
382.021, F.S.; requiring the clerk of the circuit court to transmit all
original declarations of domestic partnership to the Department of
Health by a specified date each month; amending s. 382.022, F.S.; re-
quiring the clerk of the circuit court to collect a fee after registering a
domestic partnership; amending s. 382.023, F.S.; requiring the clerk of
the circuit court to collect a fee upon filing a final judgment for a dis-
solution of domestic partnership; amending s. 382.025, F.S.; authorizing
the Department of Health to issue a certified copy of certain vital records
to a domestic partner; amending s. 382.0255, F.S.; providing that the
Department of Health is entitled to a specified fee for the issuance of a
commemorative certificate of domestic partnership; amending s. 446.50,
F.S.; requiring that certain fees relating to declarations of domestic
partnership and dissolution of domestic partnership filings be deposited
in the Displaced Homemaker Trust Fund; amending s. 741.28, F.S.; re-
defining the term “family or household member” in the context of do-
mestic violence to include a domestic partnership; creating s. 741.501,
F.S.; providing legislative findings; creating s. 741.502, F.S.; defining
terms; creating s. 741.503, F.S.; requiring the Department of Health to
create and distribute the Declaration of Domestic Partnership and
Certificate of Registered Domestic Partnership forms to each clerk of the
circuit court; requiring the department and each clerk of the circuit court
to make the Declaration of Domestic Partnership form available to the
public; creating s. 741.504, F.S.; providing that the circuit court has
jurisdiction over domestic partnership proceedings; requiring the clerk
of the circuit court to maintain a domestic partnership registry; pro-
viding that the registry is a public record; creating s. 741.505, F.S.; re-
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quiring two individuals who wish to become partners in a domestic
partnership to complete and file a Declaration of Domestic Partnership
form with the clerk of the circuit court; specifying the required contents
of the completed form; providing that each partner who signs the form
consents to the jurisdiction of the circuit court for certain purposes;
providing that if a person files an intentionally and materially false
form, he or she commits a misdemeanor of the first degree; providing
criminal penalties; requiring the clerk of the circuit court to register the
Declaration of Domestic Partnership in a domestic partnership registry
and issue a Certificate of Registered Domestic Partnership; creating s.
741.506, F.S.; authorizing the domestic partners to retain surnames;
creating s. 741.507, F.S.; providing that any privilege or responsibility
granted or imposed by statute, administrative or court rule, policy,
common law, or any other law to an individual because the individual is
or was related to another by marriage, or is a child of either of the
spouses, is granted on equivalent terms to domestic partners or in-
dividuals similarly related to domestic partners; providing that the act
does not require or permit the extension of any benefit under a retire-
ment, deferred compensation, or other employee benefit plan, if the plan
administrator reasonably concludes that the extension of benefits to
partners would conflict with a condition for tax qualification of the plan,
or a condition for other favorable tax treatment of the plan, under the
Internal Revenue Code; creating s. 741.508, F.S.; specifying prohibited
or void domestic partnerships; creating s. 741.509, F.S.; requiring that
the clerk of the circuit court collect certain fees for receiving a Declara-
tion of Domestic Partnership; authorizing the clerk of the circuit court to
accept installment payments from individuals who