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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President Passidomo at 9:00 a.m. A
quorum present—39:

Madam President Collins Perry
Albritton DiCeglie Pizzo
Avila Garcia Polsky
Baxley Grall Powell
Berman Gruters Rodriguez
Book Harrell Rouson
Boyd Hooper Simon
Bradley Hutson Stewart
Brodeur Ingoglia Thompson
Broxson Jones Torres
Burgess Martin Trumbull
Burton Mayfield Wright
Calatayud Osgood Yarborough
PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Pastor Gary Austin, Faith Fel-
lowship Church, Crawfordville, an employee of the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms:

Dear Heavenly Father and our Lord God of all creation, I want to
thank you, first of all, for who you are. You are an awesome God who
cares for your children and directs the paths of those who put their trust
in you and follow your commandments. I ask that you put your hand of
mercy upon all who are sitting here today, watching via live stream, or
replay.

Today, as we give special honor to our Pro Tempore, Senator Baxley,
may you bless him as he sets his sights on new endeavors as well as
spending more time with his wife, Ginette, and his family. May you
touch this dear brother and give him strength and renewed courage as
he continues to run the race set before him. I want to thank you, Lord,
for allowing our paths to cross in this special place for these many years.
I have enjoyed our conversations and am blessed by encouragement I
have received from my brother.

Lord, I want to pray again for the many individuals who worked and
are still working together, who made it possible to get to this 58th day of
session. The finish line is a mere two days away. May you give us all the
needed strength to cross the finish line together. Put your hands upon
our Senators today as they continue to make the hard decisions in this
chamber for those they represent in their districts and across Florida. It
is an awesome task and responsibility, but you placed each one in the
seats they occupy to debate and pass the bills that will eventually im-
pact all Floridians if signed into law. Give each one wisdom today as
they navigate through today’s calendar of events.

Again, we want to thank you for those who gave their lives in order for
us to enjoy the freedoms we have in the United States of America. May
we never forget their sacrifice by continuing to do our part as citizens
and leaders to try to make our nation better through the avenues and
gifts you’ve given to each one of us. I pray that you protect those still
serving in our armed forces and the many first responders who continue
to put their lives on the line that we may live as peacefully as possible.

Lord, I want to thank you for the many opportunities you’ve given me
while working here in the Florida Senate. May I be a light and an
encouragement to all my Senate family and friends. Thank you for the
opportunity to give the opening prayer this morning on this special day
for Senator Baxley and his family. It is in your name I pray. Amen.

PLEDGE

Senate Pages, William Luthin of Gulf Breeze; Mary Ryan Mitchell of
Quincy, daughter of Senate employee Bettsy Mitchell; and Valerie
Valderrama of Fort Lauderdale, led the Senate in the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the flag of the United States of America.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS

At the request of Senator Martin—
By Senator Martin—

SR 1804—A resolution recognizing January 23, 2024, as “Florida
Gulf Coast University Day” in Florida.

WHEREAS, in May 1991, then-Governor Lawton Chiles signed into
law a bill passed by the Florida Legislature authorizing the creation of
Florida’s tenth public university, Florida Gulf Coast University
(FGCU), to provide higher education opportunities and workforce de-
velopment in the previously underserved region of southwest Florida,
and

WHEREAS, FGCU opened its doors to 2,584 students on August 25,
1997, and held its first commencement in May 1998 with 81 graduates,
and

WHEREAS, FGCU has been led by five outstanding and dynamic
presidents: Roy E. McTarnaghan, William C. Merwin, Wilson G.
Bradshaw, Michael V. Martin, and Aysegul Timur, and

WHEREAS, with the leadership and vision of President Timur and
the FGCU Board of Trustees, FGCU students will be encouraged to
embrace an entrepreneurial spirit, and graduates will be well prepared
for productive lives as civically engaged and environmentally conscious
citizens with successful careers, and

WHEREAS, FGCU’s top priority is the realization of its Excellence in
Student Success strategy to provide students a comparative advantage
as they enter the workforce, with early identification of career paths
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and the opportunity for all students to have meaningful work experi-
ences before graduation, including internships, micro-credentials, and
digital badges, and with a strong focus on relevant programs led by
accomplished faculty and supported by dedicated staff to build to-
morrow’s workforce by graduating students who have in-demand ex-
pertise and transferable skills, and

WHEREAS, FGCU has strategically grown into a regional university
of more than 16,000 students and today offers 64 undergraduate, 26
graduate, and 7 doctoral programs and 17 academic certificates, and

WHEREAS, FGCU’s many pathways to student success have led it to
achieve national prominence in student service learning as one of the
only public institutions of higher education to make service learning a
graduation requirement for all undergraduate students, with more than
4 million hours contributed to the southwest Florida community since
1997, and

WHEREAS, with restored or preserved nature making up half of its
800 acres, the FGCU campus is a living laboratory for innovative and
interdisciplinary learning, offering students diverse opportunities to
participate in meaningful research led by their professors, and

WHEREAS, in 2022, FGCU established The Water School, located in
the midst of Florida’s complex freshwater and saltwater systems, un-
iquely positioning it to explore water-based issues, including the health
of waterways that impact surrounding ecosystems, regional and state
economies, and the people who rely on water for life and leisure, and
making FGCU a catalyst for change in the community and throughout
the world, and

WHEREAS, FGCU continues to work collaboratively with the State
University System to meet regional and statewide workforce needs by
graduating career-ready students from the Marieb College School of
Nursing in six program areas, with a nearly 100 percent graduate
employment rate and excellent first-time passage rates on required
nursing licensure examinations, and

WHEREAS, FGCU has more than 43,000 graduates, 70 percent of
whom are working in their respective fields of study, with 2,000 busi-
nesses started in southwest Florida and more than 20 chapters of the
FGCU Alumni Association throughout the United States, and

WHEREAS, FGCU strives to bring diversification of the economy to
the region it serves through innovation in agribusiness, construction
management, and environmental engineering, and

WHEREAS, FGCU serves in and engages with its surrounding com-
munity, offering a wealth of enrichment opportunities, including visual
arts, music, theater, and public radio and television, and

WHEREAS, FGCU’s athletic teams continue to be a growing source of
pride for their loyal fans, with nine programs having earned a top-25
national ranking in their respective sports, and student-athletes con-
tinuing to demonstrate their academic strengths, and

WHEREAS, the collegiate experience continues to enrich the lives of
FGCU students as they transition from high school to college to career
while serving the surrounding community through “Turning Ideas into
Impact” and the university’s longstanding commitment to service,
NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That January 23, 2024, is recognized as “Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity Day” in Florida.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution, with the
Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to Aysegul Timur, Ph.D.,
President of Florida Gulf Coast University, as a tangible token of the
sentiments of the Florida Senate.

—was introduced, read, and adopted by publication.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Senator Martin recognized Florida Gulf Coast University’s President,
Aysegul Timur, and Trustees Richard Eide, Jr., and Joseph Fogg III,
who were present in the gallery in support of SR 1804.

At the request of Senator Gruters—
By Senator Gruters—

SR 1830—A resolution celebrating the Cardinal Mooney Catholic
High School Cougars’ 2023 Class 1S state football championship.

WHEREAS, talent, skill, and commitment combined with exemplary
teamwork to produce a winning football season for the Cardinal Mooney
Catholic High School Cougars, who won the Florida High School Ath-
letic Association Class 1S state championship on December 8, 2023, and

WHEREAS, the victory was especially noteworthy, given that Car-
dinal Mooney players, fans, and alumni of the Sarasota high school had
not celebrated a state football title win in more than 50 years, and

WHEREAS, the grand finale of the Cougars’ successful 2023 season
took place at Bragg Memorial Stadium in Tallahassee in a title game
against Ocala’s Trinity Catholic High School, with Cardinal Mooney
winning 31-27 in a contest that was not decided until the final minutes
of the game, and

WHEREAS, under the guidance and leadership of Head Coach Jared
Clark, who is an alumnus of Cardinal Mooney High, the Cougars per-
formed as true champions, finishing the 2023 season with a record of 12
wins and 2 losses, and

WHEREAS, in particular, the members of the team’s senior class
played a significant role in the Cougars’ football success on both offense
and defense, and but all of the players on this state championship team
will look back on their athletic accomplishment with pride for years to
come, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Senate celebrates the Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
Cougars’ 2023 Class 1S state football championship.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution, with the
Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to Cardinal Mooney Principal
Ben Hopper, Cougars Head Coach Jared Clark and the team as a tan-
gible token of the sentiments of the Florida Senate.

—was introduced, read, and adopted by publication.

By direction of the President, there being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to—

SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR

SB 7070—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sickle cell disease
research and treatment education; creating s. 381.814, F.S.; creating
the Sickle Cell Disease Research and Treatment Grant Program within
the Department of Health; defining terms; providing purposes of the
program and its long-term goals; requiring the Office of Minority Health
and Health Equity within the department to use funds appropriated to
the program to award grants to community-based sickle cell disease
medical treatment and research centers operating in this state; speci-
fying the types of projects that may be funded under the program,;
limiting the percentage of grant funding which may be used for ad-
ministrative expenses; authorizing certain appropriated funds to be
carried over for a specified timeframe; specifying duties of the depart-
ment; requiring the department to submit an annual report to the
Governor and the Legislature; specifying requirements for the report;
authorizing the department to adopt rules; amending s. 383.147, F.S.;
revising sickle cell disease and sickle cell trait screening requirements;
requiring screening providers to notify a newborn’s parent or guardian,
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rather than the newborn’s primary care physician, of certain informa-
tion; providing for the ability of the parent or guardian of a newborn to
opt out of the newborn’s inclusion in the sickle cell registry; specifying
the manner in which a parent or guardian may opt out; requiring the
department to notify the parent or guardian of the ability to opt out
before including the newborn in the registry; authorizing certain per-
sons other than newborns who have been identified as having sickle cell
disease or carrying the sickle cell trait to choose to be included in the
department’s sickle cell registry; creating s. 456.0311, F.S.; requiring
the applicable licensing boards for specified health care professions to
require a 2-hour continuing education course on sickle cell disease care
management as part of every second biennial licensure or certification
renewal; specifying requirements for the course; specifying the proce-
dure for licensees and certificateholders to submit confirmation of
completing the course; authorizing the applicable boards to approve
additional equivalent courses to satisfy the requirement; authorizing
the applicable boards to include the course hours in the total hours of
continuing education required for the applicable profession, with an
exception; authorizing health care practitioners holding two or more
licenses or certificates subject to the course requirement to show proof of
completion of one course to satisfy the requirement for all such licenses
or certificates; providing for disciplinary action; authorizing the ap-
plicable boards to adopt rules; providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of SB 7070, pursuant to Rule 3.11(3),
there being no objection, HB 7085 was withdrawn from the Committee
on Appropriations.

On motion by Senator Rouson, the rules were waived and—

HB 7085—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sickle cell disease;
creating s. 381.814, F.S.; creating the Sickle Cell Disease Research and
Treatment Grant Program within the Department of Health for a
specified purpose; specifying the types of projects that are eligible for
grant funding; authorizing the department to adopt rules; providing for
the carryforward for a limited period of any unexpended balance of an
appropriation for the program; amending s. 383.147, F.S.; revising
sickle cell disease and sickle cell trait screening requirements; requiring
screening providers to notify a newborn’s parent or guardian, rather
than the newborn’s primary care physician, of certain information;
authorizing certain persons other than newborns who have been iden-
tified as having sickle cell disease or carrying a sickle cell trait to choose
to be included in the registry; providing an effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for SB 7070 and read the
second time by title.

On motion by Senator Rouson, by two-thirds vote, HB 7085 was read
the third time by title, passed, and certified to the House. The vote on
passage was:

Yeas—39

Madam President Collins Perry
Albritton DiCeglie Pizzo
Avila Garcia Polsky
Baxley Grall Powell
Berman Gruters Rodriguez
Book Harrell Rouson
Boyd Hooper Simon
Bradley Hutson Stewart
Brodeur Ingoglia Thompson
Broxson Jones Torres
Burgess Martin Trumbull
Burton Mayfield Wright
Calatayud Osgood Yarborough
Nays—None

CS for SB 396—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Holocaust
Remembrance Day; creating s. 683.196, F.S.; requiring the Governor to
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annually proclaim a specified day as “Holocaust Remembrance Day”;
authorizing “Holocaust Remembrance Day” to be observed in this state’s
public schools and be observed by public exercise as the Governor may
designate; providing construction; authorizing specified instruction;
providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title. On motion by Senator Berman,
by two-thirds vote, CS for SB 396 was read the third time by title,
passed, and certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—38

Madam President Collins Pizzo
Albritton DiCeglie Polsky
Avila Garcia Powell
Baxley Grall Rodriguez
Berman Gruters Rouson
Book Harrell Simon
Boyd Hooper Stewart
Bradley Hutson Thompson
Brodeur Ingoglia Torres
Broxson Jones Trumbull
Burgess Martin Wright
Burton Mayfield Yarborough
Calatayud Perry

Nays—None

CS for SB 408—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Veterans’ History Program; creating s. 265.8021, F.S.; defining the term
“veteran”; creating the Florida Veterans’ History Program within the
Division of Arts and Culture of the Department of State as a Florida
Folklife Program; providing the program’s purpose; authorizing the
division to request assistance from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs;
requiring the division’s folklorists to seek out and identify certain ve-
terans; authorizing the division or a folklorist to interview such veter-
ans or invite them to submit written or electronic accounts of their
experiences; authorizing the division to contract with a third-party
vendor for a specified purpose; authorizing the division to adopt rules;
providing an appropriation and authorizing a position; providing an
effective date.

—was read the second time by title.
Senator Burgess moved the following amendment which was adopted:

Amendment 1 (133770) (with title amendment)—Delete lines 26-
50 and insert:

(2) The Major John Leroy Haynes Florida Veterans’ History Pro-
gram is created within the Division of Arts and Culture as a Florida
Folklife Program to collect and preserve the stories and experiences of
Florida’s veterans and the State of Florida’s military contributions
throughout the nation’s history. The division may request assistance
with the program from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

(3) In order to collect and preserve the stories and experiences of
Florida’s veterans and the State of Florida’s military contributions
throughout the nation’s history, the division’s folklorists shall seek out
and identify those veterans who are willing to share their experiences.
The division or a folklorist may interview veterans or invite veterans to
submit written or electronic accounts of their experiences for inclusion in
the program.

(4) As provided in s. 265.802, the division may contract with a third-
party vendor to fulfill its responsibilities under subsection (3).

(5) The division may adopt rules to implement the program.

Section 2. For the 2024-2025 fiscal year, the sum of $91,207 in re-
curring funds from the General Revenue Fund is appropriated to the
Division of Arts and Culture of the Department of State, and one full-
time equivalent position with associated salary rate of 68,771 is au-
thorized, to implement and administer the Major John Leroy Haynes
Florida Veterans’ History Program as created by
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And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 4 and insert: “veteran”; creating the Major John Leroy
Haynes Florida Veterans’ History

Pending further consideration of CS for SB 408, as amended, pur-
suant to Rule 3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for CS for HB 1329
was withdrawn from the Committee on Fiscal Policy.

On motion by Senator Burgess, the rules were waived and—

CS for CS for HB 1329—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
veterans; creating s. 265.8021, F.S.; defining the term “veteran”;
creating the Florida Veterans’ History Program within the Division of
Arts and Culture of the Department of State as a Florida Folklife Pro-
gram; providing the program’s purpose; authorizing the division to re-
quest assistance from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs; requiring
the division’s folklorists to seek out and identify certain veterans; au-
thorizing the division or a folklorist to interview such veterans or invite
them to submit written or electronic accounts of their experiences; au-
thorizing the division to contract with a third-party vendor for a spec-
ified purpose; authorizing the division to adopt rules; amending s.
295.21, F.S,; revising the purpose of Florida Is For Veterans, Inc.; re-
vising the duties of the corporation to require that it conduct specified
activities directed toward its target market; defining the term “target
market”; deleting obsolete language; providing that the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives may each ap-
point only one member from his or her chamber to the corporation’s
board of directors; making technical changes; amending s. 295.22, F.S;
defining terms; revising the purpose of the Veterans Employment and
Training Services Program; revising the functions that Florida Is For
Veterans, Inc., must perform in administering a specified program;
authorizing the program to prioritize grant funds; revising the uses of
specified grant funds; authorizing a business to receive certain other
grant funds in addition to specified grant funds; authorizing the use of
grant funds to provide for a specified educational stipend; requiring the
corporation and the University of Florida to enter into a grant agree-
ment before certain funds are expended; requiring the corporation to
determine the amount of the stipend; providing that specified training
must occur for a specified duration; authorizing the corporation to
provide certain assistance to state agencies and entities, to provide a
website that has relevant hyperlinks, and to collaborate with specified
state agencies and other entities for specified purposes;; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; making technical changes;
creating s. 295.25, F.S.; prohibiting the Department of State from
charging veterans who reside in this state fees for the filing of specified
documents; amending s. 379.353, F.S.; providing free hunting, fresh-
water fishing, and saltwater fishing licenses to certain disabled veter-
ans; providing that such licenses expire after a certain period of time;
requiring such licenses to be reissued in specified circumstances;
amending s. 381.78, F.S.; revising the membership, appointment, and
meetings of the advisory council on brain and spinal cord injuries;
amending s. 1003.42, F.S.; requiring instruction on the history and
importance of Veterans’ Day and Memorial Day; requiring certain in-
struction to consist of two 45-minute lessons that occur within a certain
timeframe; amending s. 288.0001, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference;
reenacting ss. 379.3581(2)(b) and 379.401(2)(b) and (3)(b), F.S., relating
to special authorization hunting licenses and the suspension and for-
feiture of licenses and permits, respectively, to incorporate the
amendment made to s. 379.353, F.S., in references thereto; providing an
effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 408 and read
the second time by title.

Senator Collins moved the following amendment which was adopted:

Amendment 1 (402874) (with title amendment)—Delete every-
thing after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Section 265.8021, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

265.8021 Major John Leroy Haynes Florida Veterans’ History Pro-
gram.—

(1) As used in this section, the term “veteran” has the same meaning
asin s. 1.01(14).
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(2) The Major John Leroy Haynes Florida Veterans’ History Pro-
gram is created within the Division of Arts and Culture as a Florida
Folklife Program to collect and preserve the stories and experiences of
Florida’s veterans and the State of Florida’s military contributions
throughout the nation’s history. The division may request assistance
with the program from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

(3) In order to collect and preserve the stories and experiences of
Florida’s veterans and the State of Florida’s military contributions
throughout the nation’s history, the division’s folklorists shall seek out
and identify those veterans who are willing to share their experiences.
The division or a folklorist may interview veterans or invite veterans to
submit written or electronic accounts of their experiences for inclusion in
the program.

(4) As provided in s. 265.802, the division may contract with a third-
party vendor to fulfill its responsibilities under subsection (3).

(5) The division may adopt rules to implement the program.

Section 2. Subsection (2), paragraph (a) of subsection (3), and
paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 295.21, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

295.21 Florida Is For Veterans, Inc.—

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the corporation is to serve as the
state’s initial point of military transition assistance dedicated to pro-
moting premete Florida as a veteran-friendly state helping thatseeks to
provide veterans and their spouses with employment opportunities and
promoting that-premetes the hiring of veterans and their spouses by the
business community. The corporation shall encourage retired and re-
cently separated military personnel to remain in this the state or to
make this the state their permanent residence. The corporation shall
promote the value of military skill sets to businesses in this the state,
assist in tailoring the training of veterans and their spouses to match
the needs of the employment marketplace, and enhance the en-
trepreneurial skills of veterans and their spouses.

(3) DUTIES.—The corporation shall:

(a) Conduct marketing, awareness, and outreach activities directed
toward its target market. As used in this section, the term “target mar-
ket” means servicemembers of the United States Armed Forces who have
24 months or less until discharge, veterans with 36 months or less since
discharge, and members of the Florida National Guard or reserves. The
term includes spouses of such individuals, and surviving spouses of such
individuals who have not remarried researeh—to—identify—the—target

(4) GOVERNANCE.—

(a) The corporation shall be governed by an 11-member s—nine-
member board of directors. The Governor, the President of the Senate,
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint
three members to the board. The appointments made by the President of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives may not be
from the body over which he or she presides. In making appointments,
the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives must consider representation by active or retired
military personnel and their spouses, representing a range of ages and
persons with expertise in business, education, marketing, and in-
formation management. Additionally, the President of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint one
member from the body over which he or she presides to serve on the board
as ex officio, nonvoting members.

Section 3. Section 295.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

295.22 Veterans Employment and Training Services Program.—
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(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT.—The Legislature
finds that the state has a compelling interest in ensuring that each
veteran or his or her spouse who is a resident of this the state finds
employment that meets his or her professional goals and receives the
training or education necessary to meet those goals. The Legislature
also finds that connecting dedicated, well-trained veterans with busi-
nesses that need a dedicated, well-trained workforce is of paramount
importance. The Legislature recognizes that veterans or their spouses
may not currently have the skills to meet the workforce needs of Florida
employers and may require assistance in obtaining additional workforce
training or in transitioning their skills to meet the demands of the
marketplace. It is the intent of the Legislature that the Veterans Em-
ployment and Training Services Program coordinate and meet the
needs of veterans and their spouses and the business community to
enhance the economy of this state.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this section, the term:

(a) “Secondary industry business” is a business that the state has an
additional interest in supporting and for which veterans and their
spouses may have directly transferable skills. Such businesses are in the
fields of health care, agriculture, commercial construction, education,
law enforcement, and public service.

(b) “Servicemember” means any person serving as a member of the
United States Armed Forces on active duty or state active duty and all
members of the Florida National Guard and United States Reserve
Forces.

(¢) “Target industry business” is a business as defined in s. 288.005.

(d) “Target market” means servicemembers of the United States
Armed Forces who have 24 months or less until discharge, veterans with
36 months or less since discharge, and members of the Florida National
Guard or reserves. The term includes spouses of such individuals, and
surviving spouses of such individuals who have not remarried.

(3) CREATION.—The Veterans Employment and Training Services
Program is created within the Department of Veterans’ Affairs to assist
in connecting servicemembers, linking veterans, or their spouses who
are in the target market in—search—of-employment with businesses
seeking to hire dedicated, well-trained workers and with opportunities
for entrepreneurship education, training, and resources. The purpose of
the program is to meet the workforce demands of businesses in this the
state by facilitating access to training and education in high-demand
fields for such individuals and to inspire the growth and development of

veteran-owned small businesses veterans—or-their-speuses.

(4)8) ADMINISTRATION.—Florida Is For Veterans, Inc., shall
administer the Veterans Employment and Training Services Program
and perform all of the following functions:

(a) Conduct marketing and recruiting efforts directed at individuals
within the target market veterans-or-their-speuses who reside in or whe
have an interest in relocating to this state and who are seeking em-
ployment. Marketing must include information related to how a—veter-
an’s military experience can be valuable to a target industry or sec-
ondary industry business. Such efforts may include attending veteran
job fairs and events, hosting events for servicemembers, veterans, and
their spouses or the business community, and using digital and social
media and direct mail campaigns. The corporation shall also include
such marketing as part of its main marketing campaign.

(b) Assist individuals in the target market veterans-or-their-spouses

who reside in or relocate to this state and who are seeking employment
with target industry or secondary industry businesses. The corporation
shall offer skills assessments to such individuals veterans—er—their
spoeuses and assist them in establishing employment goals and applying
for and achieving gainful employment.

1. Assessment may include skill match information, skill gap ana-
lysis, résumé creation, translation of military skills into civilian work-
force skills, and translation of military achievements and experience
into generally understood civilian workforce skills.

2. Assistance may include providing the servicemember, veteran, or
his or her spouse with information on current workforce demand by
industry or geographic region, creating employment goals, and aiding or
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teachlng general knowledge related to completmg apphcatlons qlhe

4. Assessment and assistance may be in person or by electronic
means, as determined by the corporation to be most efficient and best
meet the needs of veterans or their spouses.

(¢c) Assist Florida target industry and secondary industry businesses
in recruiting and hiring individuals in the target market veterans-and
veterans—spouses. The corporation shall provide services to Florida
businesses to meet their hiring needs by connecting businesses with
suitable weteran applicants for employment. Suitable applicants include
veterans or veterans’ spouses who have appropriate job skills or may
need additional training to meet the specific needs of a business. The
corporation shall also provide information about the state and federal
benefits of hiring veterans.

(d) Create a grant program to provide funding to assist individuals
in the target market veterans in meeting the workforce-skill needs of
target industry and secondary industry businesses seeking to hire,
promote, or generally improve specialized skills of veterans, establish
criteria for approval of requests for funding, and maximize the use of
funding for this program. Grant funds may be used only in the absence
of available veteran-specific federally funded programs. Grants may
fund specialized training specific to a particular business.

1. The program may prioritize ¥ grant funds to be are used to pro-
vide a teehnieal certificate, a license Leensure, or nondegree training
from the Master Credentials List pursuant to s. 445.004(4)(h); any fed-
erally created certifications or licenses; and any skills-based industry
certifications or licenses deemed relevant or necessary by the corporation.
a—degree— Funds may be allocated only upon a review that includes, but
is not limited to, documentatlon of accredltatlon and hcensure In-

2. Costs and expenditures are shallbe limited to $8,000 per veteran
trainee. Qualified businesses must cover the entire cost for all of the
training provided before receiving reimbursement from the corporation
equal to 50 percent of the cost to train a veteran who is a permanent,
full-time employee. Eligible costs and expenditures include, but are not
limited to:

a. Tuition and fees.

b. Books and classroom materials.

c. Rental fees for facilities.

3. Before funds are allocated for a request pursuant to this section,
the corporation shall prepare a grant agreement between the business
requesting funds and the corporation. Such agreement must include,

but need not be limited to:

a. Identification of the personnel necessary to conduct the instruc-
tional program, instructional program description, and any vendors
used to conduct the instructional program.

b. Identification of the estimated duration of the instructional pro-
gram.

c. Identification of all direct, training-related costs.
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d. Identification of special program requirements that are not
otherwise addressed in the agreement.

e. Permission to access aggregate information specific to the wages
and performance of participants upon the completion of instruction for
evaluation purposes. The agreement must specify that any evaluation
published subsequent to the instruction may not identify the employer
or any individual participant.

4 A busmess may recelve a grant under any stat program the
e = 3 and a grant

under thls section for the same veteran trainee.

(e) Contract with one or more entities to administer an entrepreneur
initiative program for individuals in the target market veterans in this
state which connects business leaders in the state with such individuals
wveterans seeking to become entrepreneurs.

1. The corporation shall award each contract in accordance with the
competitive bidding requirements in s. 287.057 to one or more public or
private entities that:

a. Demonstrate the ability to implement the program and the
commitment of resources, including financial resources, to such pro-
grams.

b. Have a demonstrated experience working with veteran en-
trepreneurs.

c. As determined by the corporation, have been recognized for their
performance in assisting entrepreneurs to launch successful businesses
in this the state.

2. Each contract must include performance metrics, including a
focus on employment and business creation. The entity may also work
with a university or college offering related programs to refer individ-
uals in the target market weterans or to provide services. The en-
trepreneur initiative program may include activities and assistance
such as peer-to-peer learning sessions, mentoring, technical assistance,
business roundtables, networking opportunities, support of student
organizations, speaker series, or other tools within a virtual environ-
ment.

) Administer a 2
under-the United-States Department-of Defense’s SkillBridge initiative
program for target industry and secondary industry egualified businesses
1n thls state and for eligible individuals in the target market transi
who reside in, or who wish to reside in, this
state. In administering the initiative, the corporation shall:

1. Establish and maintain, as applicable, its certification for the
SkillBridge initiative program or any other similar workforce training
and transition programs established by the United States Department
of Defense;

2. Educate businesses, business associations, and eligible individ-
uals in the target market transitioning—servieemembers on the Skill-
Bridge initiative program and its benefits, and educate military com-
mand and personnel within the state on the opportunities available to
eligible individuals in the target market transitioning-servieemembers
threugh-the SkillBridge-program;

3. Assist businesses in obtaining approval for skilled workforce
training curricula under the SkillBridge initiative pregram, including,
but not limited to, apprenticeships, internships, or fellowships; and

4 Match ellglble Lndwlduals m the target market %P&Hs&ﬁemng

by—t—heﬂ‘—miht—aiﬂy—eemm&ﬂd Wlth tralnlng opportunltles offered by the
corporation or participating businesses, with the intent of having them
transitioning-servieemembers achieve gainful employment in this state
upon completion of their SkillBridge training.
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(5) COLLABORATION.—

(@) The corporation may assist state agencies and entities with re-
cruiting veteran talent into their workforces.

(b) The corporation is encouraged to, and may collaborate with state
agencies and other entities in efforts to, maximize access to and provide
information on one website that, if possible, includes hyperlinks to the
websites of and contact information, if available, for state agencies and
other entities that maintain benefits, services, training, education, and
other resources that are available to veterans and their spouses.

(¢c) The corporation may collaborate with other state agencies and
entities for outreach, information exchange, marketing, and referrals
regarding programs and initiatives that include, but are not limited to,
the program created by this section and those within any of the following:

1. The Department of Veterans’ Affairs:

a. Access to benefits and assistance programs.
b. Hope Navigators Program.

2. The Department of Commerce:

a. The Disabled Veteran Outreach Program and local veteran em-
ployment representatives.

b. CareerSource Florida, Inc., and local workforce boards employ-
ment and recruitment services.

c. The Quick-Response Training Program.

d. Efforts of the Florida Defense Support Task Force created under s.
288.987, the Florida Small Business Development Center Network, and
the direct support organization established in s. 288.012(6).

3. The Department of Business and Professional Regulation, re-
ciprocity and the availability of certain license and fee waivers.

4. The Department of Education:
a. CAPE industry certifications under s. 1008.44.

b. Information related to earning postsecondary credit at public
postsecondary educational institutions for college-level training and
education acquired in the military under s. 1004.096.

5. The Department of Health:
a. The Office of Veteran Licensure Services.

b. The Florida Veterans Application for Licensure Online Response
expedited licensing.

6. The Office of Reimagining Education and Career Help.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 379.353, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

379.353 Recreational licenses and permits; exemptions from fees
and requirements.—

(1) The commission shall issue without fee hunting, freshwater
fishing, and saltwater fishing licenses and permits shall-be—issued
witheutfee to any resident who is certified or determined ¢o be:

(a) Tebe Totally and permanently disabled for purposes of workers’
compensation under chapter 440 as verified by an order of a judge of
compensation claims or written confirmation by the carrier providing
workers’ compensation benefits, or to be totally and permanently dis-
abled by the Railroad Retirement Board, by the United States De-
partment of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor, or by any branch of the
United States Armed Forces, or who holds a valid identification card
issued under the-previsions-of s. 295.17, upon proof of such certification
or determination same. Any license issued under this paragraph after
January 1, 1997, expires after 5 years and must be reissued, upon re-
quest, every 5 years thereafter.
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(b) Te-be Disabled by the United States Social Security Adminis-
tration, upon proof of such certification or determination same. Any
license issued under this paragraph after October 1, 1999, expires after
2 years and must be reissued, upon proof of certification of disability,
every 2 years thereafter.

(¢) A disabled veteran of the United States Armed Forces who was
honorably discharged upon separation from service and who is certified
by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor or
by any branch of the United States Armed Forces as having a service-
connected disability percentage rating of 50 percent or greater, upon
proof of such certification or determination. Any license issued under
this paragraph after July 1, 2024, expires after 5 years and must be
reissued, upon request, every 5 years thereafter.

A disability license issued after July 1, 1997, and before July 1, 2000,
retains the rights vested thereunder until the license has expired.

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 381.78, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

381.78 Advisory council on brain and spinal cord injuries.—

(1) There is created within the department an 18-member a—316-
member advisory council on brain and spinal cord injuries. The council
shall be composed of a minimum of four individuals who have brain
injuries or are family members of individuals who have brain injuries, a
minimum of four individuals who have spinal cord injuries or are family
members of individuals who have spinal cord injuries, and a minimum
of two individuals who represent the special needs of children who have
brain or spinal cord injuries. The balance of the council members shall
be physicians, other allied health professionals, administrators of brain
and spinal cord injury programs, and representatives from support
groups that have expertise in areas related to the rehabilitation of in-
dividuals who have brain or spinal cord injuries. Additionally, the
council must include two veterans who have or have had a traumatic
brain injury, chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or subconcussive im-
pacts due to military service, or include the family members of such
veterans.

Section 6. Paragraph (u) of subsection (2) of section 1003.42, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.42 Required instruction.—

(2) Members of the instructional staff of the public schools, subject
to the rules of the State Board of Education and the district school
board, shall teach efficiently and faithfully, using the books and mate-
rials required that meet the highest standards for professionalism and
historical accuracy, following the prescribed courses of study, and em-
ploying approved methods of instruction, the following:

(w). In order to encourage patriotism, the sacrifices that veterans
and Medal of Honor recipients have made in serving our country and
protecting democratic values worldwide. Such instruction must occur on
or before Medal of Honor Days; = s i X
Members of the instructional staff are encouraged to use the assistance
of local veterans and Medal of Honor recipients when practicable.

2. The history and importance of Veterans’ Day and Memorial Day.
Such instruction may include two 45-minute lessons that occur on or
before the respective holidays.

The State Board of Education is encouraged to adopt standards and
pursue assessment of the requirements of this subsection. Instructional
programming that incorporates the values of the recipients of the
Congressional Medal of Honor and that is offered as part of a social
studies, English Language Arts, or other schoolwide character building
and veteran awareness initiative meets the requirements of paragraph

(w).

Section 7. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section 288.0001, Flor-
ida Statutes, is amended to read:

288.0001 Economic Development Programs Evaluation.—The Office
of Economic and Demographic Research and the Office of Program
Policy Analysis and Government Accountability (OPPAGA) shall de-
velop and present to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the chairs of the legisla-
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tive appropriations committees the Economic Development Programs
Evaluation.

(2) The Office of Economic and Demographic Research and OPPA-
GA shall provide a detailed analysis of economic development programs
as provided in the following schedule:

(¢) By dJanuary 1, 2016, and every 3 years thereafter, an analysis of
the following:

1. The tax exemption for semiconductor, defense, or space technol-
ogy sales established under s. 212.08(5)(j).

2. The Military Base Protection Program established under s.
288.980.

3. The Quick Response Training Program established under s.
288.047.

4. The Incumbent Worker Training Program established under s.
445.003.

5. The direct-support organization and international trade and
business development programs established or funded under s. 288.012
or s. 288.826.

6. The program established under s. 295.22(3) s—295-22(2).

Section 8. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment made by
this act to section 379.353, Florida Statutes, in a reference thereto,
paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 379.3581, Florida Statutes, is
reenacted to read:

379.3581 Hunter safety course; requirements; penalty.—
(2)

(b) A person born on or after June 1, 1975, who has not successfully
completed a hunter safety course may apply to the commission for a
special authorization to hunt under supervision. The special author-
ization for supervised hunting shall be designated on any license or
permit required under this chapter for a person to take game or fur-
bearing animals. A person issued a license with a special authorization
to hunt under supervision must hunt under the supervision of, and in
the presence of, a person 21 years of age or older who is licensed to hunt
pursuant to s. 379.354 or who is exempt from licensing requirements or
eligible for a free license pursuant to s. 379.353.

Section 9. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment made by
this act to section 379.353, Florida Statutes, in references thereto,
paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of
section 379.401, Florida Statutes, are reenacted to read:

379.401 Penalties and violations; civil penalties for noncriminal
infractions; criminal penalties; suspension and forfeiture of licenses and
permits.—

(2) LEVEL TWO VIOLATIONS.—

(b)1. A person who commits a Level Two violation but who has not
been convicted of a Level Two or higher violation within the past 3 years
commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in
s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

2. Unless the stricter penalties in subparagraph 3. or subparagraph
4. apply, a person who commits a Level Two violation within 3 years
after a previous conviction for a Level Two or higher violation commits a
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or
s. 775.083, with a minimum mandatory fine of $250.

3. Unless the stricter penalties in subparagraph 4. apply, a person
who commits a Level Two violation within 5 years after two previous
convictions for a Level Two or higher violation, commits a misdemeanor
of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083,
with a minimum mandatory fine of $500 and a suspension of any re-
creational license or permit issued under s. 379.354 for 1 year. Such
suspension shall include the suspension of the privilege to obtain such
license or permit and the suspension of the ability to exercise any
privilege granted under any exemption in s. 379.353.
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4. A person who commits a Level Two violation within 10 years after
three previous convictions for a Level Two or higher violation commits a
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or
s. 775.083, with a minimum mandatory fine of $750 and a suspension of
any recreational license or permit issued under s. 379.354 for 3 years.
Such suspension shall include the suspension of the privilege to obtain
such license or permit and the suspension of the ability to exercise any
privilege granted under s. 379.353. If the recreational license or permit
being suspended was an annual license or permit, any privileges under
ss. 379.353 and 379.354 may not be acquired for a 3-year period fol-
lowing the date of the violation.

(3) LEVEL THREE VIOLATIONS.—

(b)1. A person who commits a Level Three violation but who has not
been convicted of a Level Three or higher violation within the past 10
years commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as pro-
vided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

2. A person who commits a Level Three violation within 10 years
after a previous conviction for a Level Three or higher violation commits
a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082
or s. 775.083, with a minimum mandatory fine of $750 and a suspension
of any recreational license or permit issued under s. 379.354 for the
remainder of the period for which the license or permit was issued up to
3 years. Such suspension shall include the suspension of the privilege to
obtain such license or permit and the ability to exercise any privilege
granted under s. 379.353. If the recreational license or permit being
suspended was an annual license or permit, any privileges under ss.
379.353 and 379.354 may not be acquired for a 3-year period following
the date of the violation.

3. A person who commits a violation of s. 379.354(17) shall receive a
mandatory fine of $1,000. Any privileges under ss. 379.353 and 379.354
may not be acquired for a 5-year period following the date of the vio-
lation.

Section 10. For the 2024-2025 fiscal year, the sum of $91,207 in re-
curring funds from the General Revenue Fund is appropriated to the
Division of Arts and Culture of the Department of State, and one full-
time equivalent position with associated salary rate of 68,771 is au-
thorized, to implement and administer the Major John Leroy Haynes
Florida Veterans’ History Program as created by this act.

Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause and insert: A bill to be
entitled An act relating to veterans; creating s. 265.8021, F.S.; defining
the term “veteran”; creating the Major John Leroy Haynes Florida
Veterans’ History Program within the Division of Arts and Culture of
the Department of State as a Florida Folklife Program; providing the
program’s purpose; authorizing the division to request assistance from
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs; requiring the division’s folklorists
to seek out and identify certain veterans; authorizing the division or a
folklorist to interview such veterans or invite them to submit written or
electronic accounts of their experiences; authorizing the division to
contract with a third-party vendor for a specified purpose; authorizing
the division to adopt rules; amending s. 295.21, F.S.; revising the pur-
pose of Florida Is For Veterans, Inc.; revising the duties of the cor-
poration to require that it conduct specified activities directed toward
its target market; defining the term “target market”; revising the
number of members on the corporation’s board of directors; deleting
obsolete language; specifying that certain appointments made by the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives may not be from their respective chambers; providing that the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives shall each appoint one member from his or her chamber to serve as
ex officio, nonvoting members of the corporation’s board of directors;
making technical changes; amending s. 295.22, F.S.; defining terms;
revising the purpose of the Veterans Employment and Training Ser-
vices Program; revising the functions that Florida Is For Veterans, Inc.,
must perform in administering a specified program; authorizing the
program to prioritize grant funds; revising the uses of specified grant
funds; authorizing a business to receive certain other grant funds in
addition to specified grant funds; authorizing the corporation to provide
certain assistance to state agencies and entities, to provide a website

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

March 6, 2024

that has relevant hyperlinks, and to collaborate with specified state
agencies and other entities for specified purposes; conforming provi-
sions to changes made by the act; making technical changes; amending
s. 379.353, F.S.; providing free hunting, freshwater fishing, and salt-
water fishing licenses to certain disabled veterans; providing that
specified licenses issued to such veterans expire periodically and must
be reissued upon request after such time period; amending s. 381.78,
F.S.; revising the membership of the advisory council on brain and
spinal cord injuries; amending s. 1003.42, F.S.; requiring instruction on
the history and importance of Veterans’ Day and Memorial Day;
amending s. 288.0001, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; reenacting ss.
379.3581(2)(b) and 379.401(2)(b) and (3)(b), F.S., relating to special
authorization hunting licenses and the suspension and forfeiture of li-
censes and permits, respectively, to incorporate the amendment made
to s. 379.353, F.S., in references thereto; providing an appropriation and
authorizing a position; providing an effective date.

On motion by Senator Burgess, by two-thirds vote, CS for CS for HB
1329, as amended, was read the third time by title, passed, and certified
to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Madam President Davis Perry
Albritton DiCeglie Pizzo
Avila Garcia Polsky
Baxley Grall Powell
Berman Gruters Rodriguez
Book Harrell Rouson
Boyd Hooper Simon
Bradley Hutson Stewart
Brodeur Ingoglia Thompson
Burgess Jones Torres
Burton Martin Trumbull
Calatayud Mayfield Wright
Collins Osgood Yarborough
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Broxson

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Senator Burgess recognized Major General James Hartsell, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs, and Bob
Asztalos, the Deputy Executive Director of the Florida Department of
Veterans Affairs, along with their team, who were present in the gal-
lery; and honored the memory of the late Major John Haynes, an out-
standing military veteran from Florida.

SB 590—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Music-based
Supplemental Content to Accelerate Learner Engagement and Success
Pilot Program; creating s. 1003.482, F.S.; creating the pilot program
within the Department of Education; providing the purpose of the pilot
program; providing requirements for the pilot program; providing elig-
ibility; authorizing district school superintendents to contact the de-
partment for their district to participate in the pilot program; providing
funding requirements, subject to legislative appropriation; requiring
participating school districts to maintain eligibility; requiring the Col-
lege of Education at the University of Florida to evaluate the pilot
program’s effectiveness and annually share its findings with the De-
partment of Education and the Legislature; requiring the college to
submit a final report to specified entities by a specified date; providing
for expiration of the pilot program; providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of SB 590, pursuant to Rule 3.11(3),
there being no objection, CS for CS for HB 537 was withdrawn from
the Committee on Fiscal Policy.

On motion by Senator Burgess, the rules were waived and—
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CS for CS for HB 537—A bill to be entitled An act relating to stu-
dent achievement; amending s. 1002.394, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 1003.4282, F.S.; deleting provi-
sions providing for the award of a certificate of completion to certain
students; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending
ss. 1003.433 and 1007.263, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; creating s. 1003.482, F.S.; creating the Music-based Sup-
plemental Content to Accelerate Learner Engagement and Success
(mSCALES) Pilot Program within the Department of Education; pro-
viding the purpose of the pilot program; providing requirements for the
pilot program; providing eligibility; authorizing district school super-
intendents to contact the department for their district to participate in
the pilot program; providing funding requirements, subject to legisla-
tive appropriation; requiring participating school districts to maintain
eligibility; requiring the College of Education at the University of
Florida to evaluate the pilot program’s effectiveness and annually share
its findings with the department and the Legislature; requiring the
college to submit a final report to specified entities by a specified date;
providing for expiration of the pilot program; providing an effective
date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for SB 590 and read the
second time by title.

Senator Burgess moved the following amendment:

Amendment 1 (766044) (with title amendment)—Delete lines 30-
152 and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (5) and paragraph (a) of
subsection (8) of section 1003.4282, Florida Statutes, are amended to
read:

1003.4282 Requirements for a standard high school diploma.—
(5) AWARD OF A STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA.—

(¢) A student who earns the required 24 credits, or the required 18
credits under s. 1002.3105(5), but fails to pass the assessments required
under s. 1008.22(3) or achieve a 2.0 GPA shall be awarded a certificate
of completion in a form prescribed by the State Board of Education,
which must clearly state that the certificate of completion is not a
standard high school diploma. A student who is awarded a certificate of
completion must be informed of secondary and postsecondary educa-
tional opportunities that are available to an individual who has not
received a standard high school diploma. Hewever; A student who is
otherwise entitled to a certificate of completion may elect to remain in
high school either as a full-time student or a part-time student for up to
1 additional year and receive special instruction designed to remedy his
or her identified deficiencies.

(8) STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES.—Beginning—with-students
ine e he 20 0 o8

(a) A parent of the student with a disability shall, in collaboration
with the individual education plan (IEP) team during the transition
planning process pursuant to s. 1003.5716, declare an intent for the
student to graduate from high school with either a standard high school
diploma or a certificate of completion. A student with a disability who
does not satisfy the standard high school diploma requirements pur-
suant to this section shall be awarded a certificate of completion. A
student who is awarded a certificate of completion must be informed of
secondary and postsecondary educational opportunities that are avail-
able to an individual who has not received a standard high school di-
ploma.

(b) The following options, in addition to the other options specified
in this section, may be used to satisfy the standard high school diploma
requirements, as specified in the student’s individual education plan:

1. For a student with a disability for whom the IEP team has de-
termined that the Florida Alternate Assessment is the most appropriate
measure of the student’s skills:

a. A combination of course substitutions, assessments, industry
certifications, other acceleration options, or occupational completion
points appropriate to the student’s unique skills and abilities that meet
the criteria established by State Board of Education rule.
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b. A portfolio of quantifiable evidence that documents a student’s
mastery of academic standards through rigorous metrics established by
State Board of Education rule. A portfolio may include, but is not lim-
ited to, documentation of work experience, internships, community
service, and postsecondary credit.

2. For a student with a disability for whom the IEP team has de-
termined that mastery of academic and employment competencies is the
most appropriate way for a student to demonstrate his or her skills:

a. Documented completion of the minimum high school graduation
requirements, including the number of course credits prescribed by
rules of the State Board of Education.

b. Documented achievement of all annual goals and short-term ob-
jectives for academic and employment competencies, industry certifi-
cations, and occupational completion points specified in the student’s
transition plan. The documentation must be verified by the IEP team.

c¢. Documented successful employment for the number of hours per
week specified in the student’s transition plan, for the equivalent of 1
semester, and payment of a minimum wage in compliance with the
requirements of the federal Fair Labor Standards Act.

d. Documented mastery of the academic and employment compe-
tencies, industry certifications, and occupational completion points
specified in the student’s transition plan. The documentation must be
verified by the IEP team, the employer, and the teacher. The transition
plan must be developed and signed by the student, parent, teacher, and
employer before placement in employment and must identify the fol-
lowing:

(I) The expected academic and employment competencies, industry
certifications, and occupational completion points;

(II) The criteria for determining and certifying mastery of the
competencies;

(ITI) The work schedule and the minimum number of hours to be
worked per week; and

(IV) A description of the supervision to be provided by the school
district.

3. Any change to the high school graduation option specified in the
student’s IEP must be approved by the parent and is subject to ver-
ification for appropriateness by an independent reviewer selected by the
parent as provided in s. 1003.572.

(¢c) A student with a disability who meets the standard high school
diploma requirements in this section may defer the receipt of a standard
high school diploma if the student:

1. Has an individual education plan that prescribes special educa-
tion, transition planning, transition services, or related services
through age 21; and

2. Is enrolled in accelerated college credit instruction pursuant to s.
1007.27, industry certification courses that lead to college credit, an
early college program, courses necessary to satisfy the Scholar desig-
nation requirements, or a structured work-study, internship, or pre-
apprenticeship program.

(d) A student with a disability who receives a certificate of comple-
tion and has an individual education plan that prescribes special edu-
cation, transition planning, transition services, or related services
through 21 years of age may continue to receive the specified instruction
and services.

(e) Any waiver of the statewide, standardized assessment require-
ments by the individual education plan team, pursuant to s.
1008.22(3)(d), must be approved by the parent and is subject to ver-
ification for appropriateness by an independent reviewer selected by the
parent as provided for in s. 1003.572.

The State Board of Education shall adopt rules under ss. 120.536(1) and
120.54 to implement this subsection, including rules that establish the
minimum requirements for students described in this subsection to
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4

earn a standard high school diploma. The-State Board-ef Edueation

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 3-9 and insert: 1003.4282, F.S.; adding required noti-
fications to students who receive the award of a certificate of comple-
tion; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; deleting ob-
solete provisions; creating s. 1003.482, F.S.; creating the

Senator Burgess moved the following substitute amendment which
was adopted:

Substitute Amendment 2 (319730) (with title amendment)—
Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Section 1003.482, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

1003.482 mSCALES Pilot Program.—

((a) The Music-based Supplemental Content to Accelerate Learner
Engagement and Success (nSCALES) Pilot Program is created within
the Department of Education. The purpose of the pilot program is to
assist districts in adopting music-based supplemental materials that
support STEM courses for middle school students.

(b) The music-based supplemental materials must be used by tea-
chers who are certified to teach mathematics pursuant to s. 1012.55(1)(c).
The supplemental materials must be used at a minimum twice per week
to supplement mathematics instruction.

(¢) Classes that use the supplemental materials are subject to the
class size requirements of s. 1003.03.

(d) The school districts in Alachua, Marion, and Miami-Dade
Counties are eligible to participate in the pilot program. District school
superintendents may contact the Department of Education, in a format
prescribed by the department, for their district to participate in the pilot
program. Subject to legislative appropriation, the department may ap-
prove a school district to participate in the pilot program if sufficient
funding is available.

(e) Participating school districts shall receive $6 per student. Eligible
middle schools must be in the same attendance zone as an elementary
school that participated in the Early Childhood Music Education In-
centive Program.

(f) To maintain eligibility for the pilot program, a participating
school district must annually certify to the department, in a format
prescribed by the department, that each participating middle school
within the district meets the requirements of paragraphs (b) and (c).

(2)(a) The College of Education at the University of Florida shall
continuously evaluate the program’s effectiveness. The College of Edu-
cation must annually share the findings of its evaluations with the de-
partment and the Legislature.

(b) The College of Education at the University of Florida shall pre-
pare a comprehensive final report of the program’s overall effectiveness.
The report must be presented, no later than October 1, 2026, to the de-
partment, the Legislature, and the Florida Center for Partnerships in
Arts-Integrated Teaching.

(3) This section expires June 30, 2026.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause and insert: A bill to be
entitled An act relating to student achievement; creating s. 1003.482,
F.S.; creating the Music-based Supplemental Content to Accelerate
Learner Engagement and Success (mSCALES) Pilot Program within
the Department of Education; providing the purpose of the pilot pro-
gram; providing requirements for the pilot program; providing elig-
ibility; authorizing district school superintendents to contact the de-
partment for their district to participate in the pilot program; providing
funding requirements, subject to legislative appropriation; requiring
participating school districts to maintain eligibility; requiring the Col-
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lege of Education at the University of Florida to evaluate the pilot
program’s effectiveness and annually share its findings with the de-
partment and the Legislature; requiring the college to submit a final
report to specified entities by a specified date; providing for expiration of
the pilot program; providing an effective date.

On motion by Senator Burgess, by two-thirds vote, CS for CS for HB
537, as amended, was read the third time by title, passed, and certified
to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Madam President Davis Perry
Albritton DiCeglie Pizzo
Avila Garcia Polsky
Baxley Grall Powell
Berman Gruters Rodriguez
Book Harrell Rouson
Boyd Hooper Simon
Bradley Hutson Stewart
Brodeur Ingoglia Thompson
Burgess Jones Torres
Burton Martin Trumbull
Calatayud Mayfield Wright
Collins Osgood Yarborough
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Broxson

CS for SB 814—A bill to be entitled An act relating to real property
ownership; amending s. 692.201, F.S.; defining terms; revising the de-
finition of the term “foreign principal”; amending s. 692.202, F.S.; re-
vising the ownership interest that a foreign principal may have in
agricultural land; requiring certain foreign principals to register the
ownership of a controlling interest in agricultural land owned before a
certain date; requiring foreign principals to divest themselves of the
controlling interest in agricultural land within a certain timeframe;
specifying an exception for certain residential development; deleting a
requirement for a buyer purchasing an interest in agricultural land to
provide a signed affidavit; authorizing criminal penalties for certain
sales and purchases of controlling interests in agricultural land; making
technical changes; amending s. 692.203, F.S.; revising the ownership
interest that a foreign principal may have in real property on or near
military installations or critical infrastructure facilities; requiring cer-
tain foreign principals to register the ownership of a controlling interest
in real property on or near military installations or critical infra-
structure facilities owned before a certain date; requiring foreign prin-
cipals to divest themselves of the controlling interest in certain real
property within a certain timeframe; specifying an exception for certain
residential development; authorizing criminal penalties for certain
sales and purchases of controlling interests in real property on or near
military installations or critical infrastructure facilities; making tech-
nical changes; amending s. 692.204, F.S.; revising the ownership in-
terest that certain persons or entities associated with the People’s Re-
public of China may have in real property; requiring such persons or
entities to register the ownership of a controlling interest in real
property owned before a certain date; requiring the persons or entities
associated with the People’s Republic of China to divest themselves of
the controlling interest in certain real property they own within a cer-
tain timeframe; specifying an exception for certain residential devel-
opment; authorizing criminal penalties for certain sales and purchases
of controlling interests in real property by certain business entities
associated with the People’s Republic of China; creating s. 704.09, F.S.;
authorizing an owner of real property to create an easement, servitude,
or other interest in the owner’s real property; providing that such ea-
sement, servitude, or other interest is valid; providing an exception;
providing legislative intent; providing a directive to the Division of Law
Revision; providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.
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Pending further consideration of CS for SB 814, pursuant to Rule
3.11(3), there being no objection, HB 799 was withdrawn from the
Committee on Rules.

On motion by Senator Yarborough, the rules were waived and—

HB 799—A bill to be entitled An act relating to easements affecting
real property owned by the same owner; creating s. 704.09, F.S.; au-
thorizing an owner of real property to create an easement, servitude, or
other interest in the owner’s real property and providing that such ea-
sement, servitude, or other interest is valid; providing an exception;
providing legislative intent; providing a directive to the Division of Law
Revision; providing an effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 814 and read
the second time by title.

On motion by Senator Yarborough, by two-thirds vote, HB 799 was
read the third time by title, passed, and certified to the House. The vote
on passage was:

Yeas—34

Madam President Collins Polsky
Albritton DiCeglie Powell
Avila Grall Rodriguez
Baxley Gruters Rouson
Berman Harrell Simon
Book Hooper Stewart
Boyd Hutson Torres
Bradley Ingoglia Trumbull
Brodeur Martin Wright
Burgess Mayfield Yarborough
Burton Osgood

Calatayud Perry

Nays—5

Davis Jones Thompson
Garcia Pizzo

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Broxson

CS for CS for SB 888—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
property rights; creating s. 82.036, F.S.; providing legislative findings;
authorizing property owners or their authorized agents to request as-
sistance from the sheriff from where the property is located for the
immediate removal of unauthorized occupants from a residential
dwelling under certain conditions; requiring such owners or agents to
submit a specified completed and verified complaint; specifying re-
quirements for the complaint; providing requirements for the sheriff;
authorizing a sheriff to arrest an unauthorized occupant for legal cause;
providing that sheriffs are entitled to a specified fee for service of such
notice; authorizing the owner or agent to request that the sheriff stand
by while the owner or agent takes possession of the property; author-
izing the sheriff to charge a reasonable hourly rate; providing that the
sheriff is not liable to any party for loss, destruction, or damage; pro-
viding that the property owner or agent is not liable to any party for the
loss or destruction of, or damage to, personal property unless it was
wrongfully removed; providing civil remedies; providing construction;
amending s. 806.13, F.S.; prohibiting unlawfully detaining, or occupying
or trespassing upon, a residential dwelling intentionally and causing a
specified amount of damage; providing criminal penalties; amending s.
817.03, F.S.; providing criminal penalties for any person who knowingly
and willfully presents a false document purporting to be a valid lease
agreement, deed, or other instrument conveying real property rights;
creating s. 817.0311, F.S.; prohibiting listing or advertising for sale, or
renting or leasing, residential real property under certain circum-
stances; providing criminal penalties; providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.
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Pending further consideration of CS for CS for SB 888, pursuant to
Rule 3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for CS for HB 621 was
withdrawn from the Committee on Rules.

On motion by Senator Perry—

CS for CS for HB 621—A Dhill to be entitled An act relating to
property rights; creating s. 82.036, F.S.; providing legislative findings;
authorizing property owners or their authorized agents to request as-
sistance from the sheriff from where the property is located for the
immediate removal of unauthorized occupants from a residential
dwelling under certain conditions; requiring such owners or agents to
submit a specified completed and verified complaint; specifying re-
quirements for the complaint; providing requirements for the sheriff;
authorizing a sheriff to arrest an unauthorized occupant for legal cause;
providing that sheriffs are entitled to a specified fee for service of such
notice; authorizing the owner or agent to request that the sheriff stand
by while the owner or agent takes possession of the property; author-
izing the sheriff to charge a reasonable hourly rate; providing that the
sheriff is not liable to any party for loss, destruction, or damage; pro-
viding that the property owner or agent is not liable to any party for the
loss or destruction of, or damage to, personal property unless it was
wrongfully removed; providing civil remedies; providing construction;
amending s. 806.13, F.S.; prohibiting unlawfully detaining, or occupying
or trespassing upon, a residential dwelling intentionally and causing a
specified amount of damage; providing criminal penalties; amending s.
817.03, F.S.; providing criminal penalties for any person who knowingly
and willfully presents a false document purporting to be a valid lease
agreement, deed, or other instrument conveying real property rights;
creating s. 817.0311, F.S.; prohibiting listing or advertising for sale, or
renting or leasing, residential real property under certain circum-
stances; providing criminal penalties; providing an effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for CS for SB 888
and read the second time by title.

On motion by Senator Perry, by two-thirds vote, CS for CS for HB
621 was read the third time by title, passed, and certified to the House.
The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Madam President Davis Perry
Albritton DiCeglie Pizzo
Avila Garcia Polsky
Baxley Grall Powell
Berman Gruters Rodriguez
Book Harrell Rouson
Boyd Hooper Simon
Bradley Hutson Stewart
Brodeur Ingoglia Thompson
Burgess Jones Torres
Burton Martin Trumbull
Calatayud Mayfield Wright
Collins Osgood Yarborough
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Broxson

CS for CS for CS for SB 966—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
builder warranties; creating s. 553.837, F.S.; defining terms; requiring a
builder to provide certain warranties for a newly constructed home for a
specified period; requiring the builder to comply with the warranty re-
quirement even if the newly constructed home is sold or transferred;
requiring the builder to remedy at the builder’s expense certain defects
and work damaged; requiring the builder to restore any work damaged
in certain circumstances; authorizing a builder to purchase a warranty
from a home warranty association under certain circumstances; pro-
viding construction; authorizing a builder to provide a warranty that is
broader in scope or longer in duration if certain criteria are met; pro-
viding that enforcement of the act is limited to a private civil cause of
action; providing an effective date.
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—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of CS for CS for CS for SB 966,
pursuant to Rule 3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for CS for HB
623 was withdrawn from the Committee on Rules.

On motion by Senator Burgess, the rules were waived and—

CS for CS for HB 623—A bill to be entitled An act relating to home
warranty transfers; amending s. 634.312, F.S.; limiting application of
provisions relating to home warranty contract assignments; amending
s. 634.331, F.S.; making technical changes; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; creating part IV of ch. 634, F.S., entitled
“Miscellaneous Provisions”; creating s. 634.601, F.S., providing defini-
tions; creating s. 634.602, F.S.; providing requirements for express
written warranties and home warranties transferred to subsequent
home purchasers; providing construction; creating s. 634.603, F.S.; de-
fining an unfair method of competition and unfair or deceptive act or
practice; providing for application; renaming ch. 634, F.S.; providing an
effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for CS for CS for
SB 966 and read the second time by title.

Senator Burgess moved the following amendment which was adopted:

Amendment 1 (615874) (with title amendment)—Delete every-
thing after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Section 553.837, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

553.837 Mandatory builder warranty.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Builder” has the same meaning as in s. 553.993.

(b) “Material violation” has the same meaning as in s. 553.84.

(¢) “Newly constructed home” means any residential real property or
manufactured building, modular building, or factory-built building as
defined in s. 553.36 which is a single-family dwelling, duplex, triplex, or
quadruplex that has not been previously occupied.

(2) A builder shall warrant a newly constructed home for all con-
struction defects of equipment, material, or workmanship furnished by
the builder or any subcontractor or supplier resulting in a material
violation of the Florida Building Code pursuant to this part, for a period
of 1 year after the date of original conveyance of title to the initial owner
or after the date of initial occupancy of the dwelling, whichever occurs
first. Defects with respect to appliances or equipment that are covered
under a manufacturer warranty do not fall within the scope of the re-
quired warranty under this subsection.

(a) This subsection may not be construed to require the builder’s
warranty to cover any of the following:

1. Normal wear and tear of the newly constructed home.
2. Normal house settling within generally acceptable trade practices.

3. Any object or part of a newly constructed home that contains a
defect that is caused by any work performed or material supplied in-
cident to construction, modification, or repair performed by the initial
purchaser, a subsequent purchaser, or anyone acting on his or her be-
half, other than the builder or its employees, agents, or contractors.

4. Any loss or damage to the newly constructed home, whether caused
by the initial purchaser, a subsequent purchaser, a third party, or an act
of God over which the builder has no control, such as a natural disaster
or a fire caused by lightning.

(b) The builder shall remedy, at the builder’s expense, any defects
that are covered under this subsection and shall restore any work da-
maged in fulfilling the terms and conditions of the warranty. A builder
may purchase a warranty from a home warranty association provided
for under chapter 634 to cover the warranties required in this section.
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(¢) A builder shall comply with the requirement to warrant a newly
constructed home, whether pursuant to the statutory warranty under
this subsection or a builder’s express written warranty as provided in
subsection (3), for the full 1-year period required under this subsection
even if the newly constructed home is sold or transferred and is no longer
owned by the initial owner.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision in this section, the terms
and conditions of an express written warranty that is provided by a
builder to the initial owner of a newly constructed home supersede any
provisions in this section if the express written warranty contains pro-
visions with respect to any of the following:

(a) The scope, coverage, and duration of the express written warranty
is the same or greater than that required in subsection (2).

(b) The express written warranty automatically transfers to a new
owner during at least the initial year of the warranty as provided in
paragraph (2)(c).

(¢) If the builder provides an express written warranty that is longer
than that required under subsection (2), the express written warranty
must state:

1. That the builder is providing a warranty that is longer than re-
quired under subsection (2) and the length of time for which the war-
ranty is granted.

2. Whether the warranty is transferable for a duration beyond the 1
year required under paragraph (2)(c) and any terms under which the
warranty may be transferred.

(4) Enforcement of this section is limited to a private civil cause of
action by a purchaser against any builder that fails to comply with this
section. This section may not be construed to extend the statute of repose
beyond that provided by law.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause and insert: A bill to be
entitled An act relating to builder warranties; creating s. 553.837, F.S.;
defining terms; requiring a builder to provide certain warranties for a
newly constructed home for a specified period; providing that certain
defects are not covered by such warranties; providing construction; re-
quiring the builder to remedy, at the builder’s expense, certain defects
and restore work damaged; providing that a builder may purchase a
warranty from a certain home warranty association to cover specified
warranties; requiring the builder to comply with the warranty re-
quirement for a newly constructed home for a specified period even if it
is sold or transferred; providing that certain express warranties su-
persede certain provisions under certain circumstances; specifying re-
quirements for certain express warranties; providing that enforcement
is limited to a private cause of action brought by a purchaser against the
noncompliant builder; providing construction; providing an effective
date.

On motion by Senator Burgess, by two-thirds vote, CS for CS for HB
623, as amended, was read the third time by title, passed, and certified
to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Madam President Davis Perry
Albritton DiCeglie Pizzo
Avila Garcia Polsky
Baxley Grall Powell
Berman Gruters Rodriguez
Book Harrell Rouson
Boyd Hooper Simon
Bradley Hutson Stewart
Brodeur Ingoglia Thompson
Burgess Jones Torres
Burton Martin Trumbull
Calatayud Mayfield Wright
Collins Osgood Yarborough
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Nays—None
Vote after roll call:

Yea—Broxson

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Senator Burgess recognized staff of the Committee on Banking and
Insurance, James Knudson, Staff Director, and Jacqueline Moody, At-
torney, for their work on CS for CS for CS for SB 966, related to Builder
Warranties, who were present in the chamber.

CS for SB 1044—A bill to be entitled An act relating to school cha-
plains; creating s. 1012.461, F.S.; authorizing school districts and
charter schools to adopt a policy to allow volunteer school chaplains;
establishing the requirements for such policy; requiring district school
boards and charter school governing boards to assign specified duties to
such volunteer school chaplains; requiring volunteer school chaplains to
meet certain background screening requirements; requiring school
districts that adopt volunteer school chaplain policies to publish certain
information on their websites; amending s. 1012.465, F.S.; providing
background screening requirements for volunteer school chaplains;
providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of CS for SB 1044, pursuant to Rule
3.11(3), there being no objection, HB 931 was withdrawn from the
Committee on Rules.

On motion by Senator Grall—

HB 931—A bill to be entitled An act relating to school chaplains;
creating s. 1012.461, F.S.; authorizing school districts and charter
schools to adopt a policy to allow volunteer school chaplains; estab-
lishing the requirements for such policy; requiring district school boards
and charter school governing boards to assign specified duties to such
volunteer school chaplains; requiring volunteer school chaplains to meet
certain background screening requirements; requiring school districts
and charter schools to publish specified information under certain cir-
cumstances; amending s. 1012.465, F.S.; providing background screen-
ing requirements for volunteer school chaplains; providing an effective
date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 1044 and
read the second time by title.

Pursuant to Rule 4.19, HB 931 was placed on the calendar of Bills on
Third Reading.

CS for CS for SB 1366—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the
My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot Program; creating s. 215.5587,
F.S.; establishing the My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot Program
within the Department of Financial Services; providing legislative in-
tent; defining terms; providing that the unit owners of certain condo-
minium parcels are eligible to participate in the pilot program; pro-
viding requirements for associations to apply for a certain inspection;
authorizing the president of the association to submit an inspection
application; providing requirements for associations to apply for a cer-
tain grant; requiring the president of the association to submit a grant
application; authorizing a unit owner to participate in the pilot program
under certain circumstances; providing voting requirements; requiring
that licensed inspectors be used for a specified purpose; requiring the
department to contract with specified entities for certain inspections;
providing requirements for such entities; authorizing the department to
conduct criminal record checks of certain inspectors; requiring in-
spectors to submit fingerprints and processing fees to the department;
providing requirements for hurricane mitigation inspectors and in-
spections; requiring that applications for inspections and grants include
specified statements; authorizing an association to receive an inspection
without applying for a mitigation grant; providing mitigation grants for
a specified purpose; providing requirements for an association receiving
a mitigation grant; authorizing an association to select its own con-
tractors if each contractor meets certain requirements; requiring the
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department to electronically verify a contractor’s state license; requir-
ing the association to complete construction to receive the final grant
award; requiring the association to make the property available for final
inspection once the project is completed; requiring that such construc-
tion be completed and that the association submit a request for a final
inspection within a specified timeframe; requiring that mitigation
grants be matched by the association; providing a maximum state
contribution based on the General Appropriations Act; providing re-
quirements for mitigation projects; providing the manner in which mi-
tigation grants may be used; requiring the department to develop a
specified process that ensures the most efficient means to collect and
verify inspection and grant applications; authorizing the department to
direct hurricane mitigation inspectors to collect and verify certain in-
formation; authorizing the department to contract for certain services;
providing requirements for such contracts; requiring the department to
implement a quality assurance and reinspection program; requiring the
department to submit to the Legislature an annual report containing
specified information; authorizing the department to request additional
information from an applicant; providing that an application is deemed
withdrawn under certain circumstances; requiring the department to
adopt rules; providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of CS for CS for SB 1366, pursuant to
Rule 3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for CS for CS for HB 1029
was withdrawn from the Committee on Appropriations.

On motion by Senator DiCeglie—

CS for CS for CS for HB 1029—A bill to be entitled An act relating
to the My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot Program; creating s.
215.5587, F.S.; establishing the My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot
Program within the Department of Financial Services; providing leg-
islative intent; providing definitions; providing requirements for asso-
ciations and unit owners to participate in the pilot program; providing
voting requirements; requiring the department to contract with speci-
fied entities for certain inspections; providing requirements for such
entities; authorizing the department to conduct criminal record checks
of certain inspectors; requiring inspectors to submit a full set of fin-
gerprints to the department or other authorized entities; providing re-
quirements for state and federal fingerprint processing; providing re-
quirements for hurricane mitigation inspectors and inspections;
requiring applications for inspections and grants to include specified
statements; authorizing an association to receive an inspection without
applying for a mitigation grant; providing mitigation grants for a
specified purpose; providing requirements for an association receiving a
mitigation grant; authorizing an association to select is own contractors
if such contractors meet certain requirements; requiring the depart-
ment to electronically verify a contractor’s state license; requiring con-
struction to be completed and the association to submit a request for a
final inspection within a specified time period; providing requirements
for funding grant projects; requiring mitigation grants to be matched by
the association; providing maximum state contributions; authorizing
associations to receive grant funds for multiple projects; prohibiting the
department from accepting grant applications or maintaining a waiting
list under certain circumstances, unless otherwise expressly authorized
by the Legislature; providing requirements for mitigation projects;
providing how mitigation grants may be used; requiring the department
to develop a specified process to ensure efficiency; authorizing the de-
partment to contract for certain services; providing requirements for
such contracts; requiring the department to implement a quality as-
surance and reinspection program; requiring the department to submit
to the Legislature an annual report with specified information; au-
thorizing the department to request additional information from an
applicant; providing that an application is deemed withdrawn under
certain circumstances; requiring the department to adopt specified
rules; providing an effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for CS for SB 1366
and read the second time by title.
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On motion by Senator DiCeglie, by two-thirds vote, CS for CS for CS
for HB 1029 was read the third time by title, passed, and certified to
the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Madam President Davis Perry
Albritton DiCeglie Pizzo
Avila Garcia Polsky
Baxley Grall Powell
Berman Gruters Rodriguez
Book Harrell Rouson
Boyd Hooper Simon
Bradley Hutson Stewart
Brodeur Ingoglia Thompson
Burgess Jones Torres
Burton Martin Trumbull
Calatayud Mayfield Wright
Collins Osgood Yarborough
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Broxson

CS for SB 1154—A bill to be entitled An act relating to probation and
community control violations; amending s. 921.0024, F.S.; revising the
sentencing score sheet to reflect the absence of community sanction
points assessed in certain circumstances; amending s. 948.06, F.S.; re-
vising sanctions for probation violations; providing for hearings within a
specified time period for low-risk probation or community control vio-
lations; providing for the release of offenders in certain circumstances if
a hearing is not held; providing for nonmonetary conditions of release;
making technical changes; providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of CS for SB 1154, pursuant to Rule
3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for CS for HB 1241 was with-
drawn from the Committee on Fiscal Policy.

On motion by Senator Simon—

CS for CS for HB 1241—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
probation and community control violations; amending s. 921.0024,
F.S.; revising the sentencing score sheet to reflect the absence of com-
munity sanction points assessed in certain circumstances; amending s.
948.06, F.S.; revising sanctions for probation violations; providing for
hearings within a specified time period for low-risk probation or com-
munity control violations; providing for the release of probationers in
certain circumstances if a hearing is not held; providing for non-
monetary conditions of release; making technical changes; providing an
effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 1154 and
read the second time by title.

On motion by Senator Simon, by two-thirds vote, CS for CS for HB
1241 was read the third time by title, passed, and certified to the House.
The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Madam President Burton Hutson
Albritton Calatayud Ingoglia
Avila Collins Jones
Baxley Davis Martin
Berman DiCeglie Mayfield
Book Garcia Osgood
Boyd Grall Perry
Bradley Gruters Pizzo
Brodeur Harrell Polsky
Burgess Hooper Powell
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Rodriguez Stewart Trumbull
Rouson Thompson Wright
Simon Torres Yarborough
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Broxson

CS for CS for CS for SB 1178—A bill to be entitled An act relating
to community associations; amending s. 468.4334, F.S.; requiring com-
munity associations to return official records of an association within a
specified period following termination of a contract; specifying the
manner of delivery for the notice of termination; authorizing the man-
ager or management firm to retain records for a specified purpose
within a specified timeframe; relieving a manager or management firm
from responsibility if the association fails to provide access to the re-
cords necessary to complete an ending financial statement or report;
providing a rebuttable presumption regarding noncompliance; provid-
ing penalties for the failure to timely return official records; providing
applicability; creating s. 468.4335, F.S.; requiring community associa-
tion managers and management firms to provide a written disclosure of
certain conflicts of interest to the association’s board; providing a re-
buttable presumption as to the existence of a conflict; requiring an as-
sociation to solicit multiple bids for goods or services under certain
circumstances; providing requirements for an association to approve
any contract or transaction deemed a conflict of interest; authorizing
the cancellation of a management contract, subject to certain require-
ments; specifying liability and nonliability of the association upon
cancellation of such a contract; authorizing an association to void cer-
tain contracts if certain conflicts were not disclosed in accordance with
the act; defining the term “relative”; amending s. 468.436, F.S.; revising
the list of grounds for which the Department of Business and Profes-
sional Regulation may take disciplinary actions against community
association managers or firms, to conform to changes made by the act;
amending s. 553.899, F.S.; revising applicability; amending s. 718.103,
F.S.; revising and defining terms; amending s. 718.104, F.S.; revising
what must be included in a declaration; requiring that declarations
specify the entity responsible for the installation, maintenance, repair,
or replacement of hurricane protection; amending s. 718.111, F.S.; de-
fining the term “kickback”; providing criminal penalties for any officer,
director, or manager of an association who knowingly solicits, offers to
accept, or accepts a kickback; requiring the Division of Florida Condo-
miniums, Timeshares, and Mobile Homes to monitor compliance and
issue fines and penalties for failure of an association to maintain the
required insurance policy or fidelity bonding; revising the list of records
that constitute the official records of an association; revising main-
tenance requirements for official records; revising requirements re-
garding requests to inspect or copy association records; requiring an
association to provide a checklist in response to certain records re-
quests; providing a rebuttable presumption regarding compliance;
providing criminal penalties for certain violations regarding non-
compliance with records requirements; defining the term “repeatedly”;
requiring that copies of certain building permits be posted on an asso-
ciation’s website or application; modifying the method of delivery of
certain letters regarding association financial reports to unit owners;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act; revising circum-
stances under which an association may prepare certain reports; re-
vising applicable law for criminal penalties for persons who unlawfully
use a debit card issued in the name of an association; defining the term
“lawful obligation of the association”; revising the threshold for asso-
ciations that must post certain documents on their websites or through
an application; amending s. 718.112, F.S.; requiring the boards of ad-
ministration of associations consisting of more than a specified number
of units to meet a minimum number of times each quarter; revising
requirements regarding notice of such meetings; requiring a director of
a board of an association to provide a written certification and complete
an educational requirement upon election or appointment to the board;
specifying requirements for the education curriculum; requiring the
association to bear the costs of the required educational curriculum and
certificate; providing transitional provisions; requiring that an asso-
ciation’s budget include reserve amounts for planned maintenance, ra-
ther than for deferred maintenance; providing that, upon a determi-
nation by a specified local building official that an entire condominium
building is uninhabitable due to a natural emergency, the board, upon
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the approval of a majority of its members, may pause contribution to
reserves or reduce reserve funding for a specified period of time; au-
thorizing an association to expend any reserve accounts held by the
association to make the building and its structures habitable; requiring
the association to immediately resume contributing funds to its reserve
once the local building official determines the building and its struc-
tures are habitable; providing that a condominium’s structural integrity
reserve study may recommend a temporary pause in reserve funding
under certain circumstances; revising applicability; requiring an asso-
ciation to distribute copies of a structural integrity reserve study to unit
owners or deliver a certain notice to them within a specified timeframe;
specifying the manner of distribution or delivery; requiring the asso-
ciation to provide the division with a statement indicating specific in-
formation within a specified timeframe after receiving the structural
integrity reserve study; revising the circumstances under which a di-
rector or an officer must be removed from office after being charged by
information or indictment; prohibiting such officers and directors with
pending criminal charges from accessing the official records of any as-
sociation; providing an exception; providing criminal penalties for cer-
tain fraudulent voting activities relating to association elections; re-
quiring any person charged to be removed from office and a vacancy be
declared; amending s. 718.113, F.S.; providing applicability; authoriz-
ing, rather than requiring, certain hurricane protection specifications;
specifying that certain actions are not material alterations or sub-
stantial additions; authorizing the boards of residential and mixed-use
condominiums to install or require the unit owners to install hurricane
protection; requiring a vote of the unit owners for the installation of
hurricane protection; requiring that such vote be attested to in a cer-
tificate and recorded in certain public records; providing requirements
for such certificate; providing that the validity or enforceability of a vote
of the unit owners is not affected if the board fails to record a certificate
or send a copy of the recorded certificate to the unit owners; providing
that a vote of the unit owners is not required under certain circum-
stances; prohibiting installation of the same type of hurricane protec-
tion previously installed; providing exceptions; prohibiting the boards of
residential and mixed-use condominiums from refusing to approve
certain hurricane protections; authorizing the board to require owners
to adhere to certain guidelines regarding the external appearance of a
condominium; revising responsibility for the cost of removal or re-
installation of hurricane protection and certain exterior windows, doors,
or apertures in certain circumstances; requiring the board to make a
certain determination; providing that costs incurred by the association
in connection with such removal or reinstallation completed by the as-
sociation may not be charged to the unit owner; requiring reimburse-
ment of the unit owner, or application of a credit toward future as-
sessments, in certain circumstances; authorizing the association to
collect charges if the association removes or installs hurricane protec-
tion and making such charges enforceable as an assessment; amending
s. 718.115, F.S.; specifying when the cost of installation of hurricane
protection is not a common expense; authorizing certain expenses to be
enforceable as assessments; requiring that certain unit owners be ex-
cused from certain assessments or receive a credit for hurricane pro-
tection that has been installed; providing credit applicability under
certain circumstances; providing for the amount of credit that a unit
owner must receive; specifying that certain expenses are common ex-
penses; amending s. 718.121, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference;
amending s. 718.1224, F.S,; revising legislative findings and intent to
conform to changes made by the act; revising the definition of the term
“governmental entity”; prohibiting a condominium association from
filing strategic lawsuits against public participation; prohibiting an
association from taking certain action against a unit owner in response
to specified conduct; prohibiting associations from expending associa-
tion funds in support of certain actions against a unit owner; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 718.128, F.S.; au-
thorizing a condominium association to conduct elections and other unit
owner votes through an online voting system if a unit owner consents,
either electronically or in writing, to online voting; revising applicabil-
ity; amending s. 718.202, F.S.; authorizing the director of the Division of
Florida Condominiums, Timeshares, and Mobile Homes to accept cer-
tain assurances in lieu of a specified percentage of the sale price; au-
thorizing a developer to deliver a surety bond or an irrevocable letter of
credit in an amount equivalent to a certain percentage of the sale price;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; making technical
changes; amending s. 718.301, F.S.; revising items that developers are
required to deliver to an association upon relinquishing control of the
association; amending s. 718.3027, F.S.; revising requirements regard-
ing attendance at a board meeting in the event of a conflict of interest;
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modifying circumstances under which a contract may be voided;
amending s. 718.303, F.S.; requiring that a notice of nonpayment be
provided to a unit owner by a specified time before an election; creating
s. 718.407, F.S.; providing that a condominium may be created within a
portion of a building or within a multiple parcel building; providing for
the common elements of such condominium; providing requirements for
the declaration of condominium and other recorded instruments; au-
thorizing an association to inspect and copy certain books and records
and to receive an annual budget; requiring that a specified statement be
included in a contract for the sale of a unit of the condominium; pro-
viding that a multiple parcel building is not a subdivision of land if the
land is not subdivided; amending s. 718.501, F.S.; revising circum-
stances under which the Division of Florida Condominiums, Time-
shares, and Mobile Homes has jurisdiction to investigate and enforce
certain matters; requiring the division to provide official records,
without charge, to a unit owner denied access to such records; author-
izing the division to issue citations and adopt rules for such issuance;
requiring the division to provide division-approved providers with the
template certificate for issuance directly to the association; requiring
the division to adopt rules related to the approval of educational cur-
riculum providers; requiring the division to refer suspected criminal
acts to the appropriate law enforcement authority; authorizing certain
division officials to attend association meetings; authorizing the divi-
sion to access the association’s website to investigate complaints made
regarding access to official records on the association’s website and to
develop rules for such access; specifying requirements for the annual
certification; requiring an association to explain on the certification the
reasons any certification requirements have not been met; requiring an
association to complete the certifications within a specified timeframe;
requiring the association to notify the division when the certification is
completed; providing applicability; conforming a provision to changes
made by the act; amending s. 718.5011, F.S.; specifying that the se-
cretary of the Department of Business and Professional Regulation,
rather than the Governor, shall appoint the condominium ombudsman,;
amending ss. 718.503 and 718.504, F.S.; requiring certain persons to
provide specified disclosures to purchasers under certain circum-
stances; making technical changes; providing for retroactive applica-
bility; amending s. 718.618, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes
made by the act; amending s. 719.106, F.S.; requiring that a cooperative
association’s budget include reserve amounts for planned maintenance,
rather than for deferred maintenance; providing an exception for cer-
tain associations to complete a structural integrity reserve study by a
certain date; requiring an association to distribute copies of a structural
integrity reserve study to unit owners or deliver a certain notice to them
within a specified timeframe; specifying the manner of distribution or
delivery; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
719.129, F.S.; authorizing cooperative associations to conduct elections
and other unit owner votes through an online voting system if a unit
owner consents, either electronically or in writing, to online voting;
revising applicability; amending s. 719.301, F.S.; revising items that
developers are required to deliver to a cooperative association upon
relinquishing control of association property; amending s. 719.618, F.S;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act; requiring the divi-
sion to conduct a review of statutory requirements regarding posting of
official records on a condominium association’s website or application;
requiring the division to submit its findings, including any recom-
mendations, to the Governor and the Legislature by a specified date;
providing for retroactive applicability; requiring the division to create a
database on its website of the associations that have reported the
completion of their structural integrity reserve study by a specified
date; providing an appropriation; providing construction; requiring the
Florida Building Commission to perform a study on standards to pre-
vent water intrusion through the tracks of sliding glass doors; requiring
the commission to provide a written report of such a study to the Gov-
ernor and Legislature by a specified date; providing effective dates.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of CS for CS for CS for SB 1178,
pursuant to Rule 3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for CS for CS
for HB 1021 was withdrawn from the Committee on Rules.

On motion by Senator Bradley—

CS for CS for CS for HB 1021—A bill to be entitled An act relating
to community associations; amending s. 468.4334, F.S.; requiring com-
munity association managers and community association management
firms to return official records of an association within a specified time
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after termination of a contract; requiring notices of termination of cer-
tain contractual agreements to be sent in a specified manner; author-
izing community association managers and community association
management firms to retain, for a specified timeframe, records neces-
sary to complete an ending financial statement or report; relieving
community association managers and community association manage-
ment firms from certain responsibilities and liability under certain
circumstances; providing a rebuttable presumption regarding non-
compliance; providing penalties for the failure to timely return official
records; providing an exception for certain time periods for timeshare
plans; creating s. 468.4335, F.S.; requiring community association
managers and community association management firms to disclose
certain conflicts of interest to the association’s board; providing a re-
buttable presumption as to the existence of a conflict; requiring an as-
sociation to solicit multiple bids for goods or services under certain
circumstances; providing requirements for an association to approve
any activity and contracts that are a conflict of interest; providing that a
conflict of interest in a contract which has been previously disclosed
must to be noticed and voted on upon its renewal, but not during the
term of the contract; authorizing certain contracts to be canceled, sub-
ject to certain requirements; specifying liability and nonliability of the
association upon cancellation of such a contract; authorizing an asso-
ciation to cancel a contract if certain conflicts were not disclosed;
specifying liability and nonliability of the association upon cancellation
of a contract; defining the term “relative”; reenacting and amending s.
468.436, F.S.; revising the list of grounds for which the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation may take disciplinary actions
against community association managers or community association
firms; amending s. 553.899, F.S.; exempting certain four-family dwell-
ings from requiring a milestone inspection and milestone inspection
report; amending s. 718.103, F.S.; revising and providing definitions;
amending s. 718.104, F.S.; providing requirements for the declaration of
specified condominiums; requiring declarations to specify the entity
responsible for the installation, maintenance, repair, or replacement of
hurricane protection; amending s. 718.111, F.S.; providing criminal
penalties for any officer, director, or manager of an association who
unlawfully solicits, offers to accept, or accepts a kickback; requiring
such officers, directors, or managers to be removed from office and a
vacancy declared; requiring the Division of Florida Condominiums,
Timeshares, and Mobile Homes to monitor an association’s compliance
with certain provisions, and issue fines and penalties if necessary, upon
receipt of a complaint; revising the list of records that constitute the
official records of an association; providing requirements relating to e-
mail addresses and facsimile numbers of unit owners; requiring an
association to redact certain personal information in certain documents;
providing an exception to liability for the release of certain information;
revising maintenance requirements for official records; revising re-
quirements regarding requests to inspect or copy association records;
requiring an association to provide a checklist in response to certain
records requests; providing a rebuttable presumption and criminal
penalties; requiring certain persons to be removed from office and a
vacancy declared under certain circumstances; defining the term “re-
peatedly”; requiring copies of certain building permits be posted on an
association’s website or application; modifying the method of delivery of
certain financial reports to unit owners; revising circumstances under
which an association may prepare certain reports; revising criminal
penalties for persons who unlawfully use a debit card issued in the
name of an association; requiring certain persons to be removed from
office and a vacancy declared under certain circumstances; defining the
term “lawful obligation of the association”; revising the threshold for
associations that must post certain documents on its website or through
an application; amending s. 718.112, F.S.; requiring the boards of cer-
tain associations to meet at least once every quarter; requiring the
meeting agenda to include an opportunity for members to ask questions
of the board a certain number of times a year; providing that the right to
attend meetings includes the right to ask questions relating to certain
topics; revising requirements regarding notice of such meetings; re-
quiring a director to complete an educational requirement within a
specified time period before or after election or appointment to the
board; providing requirements for the educational curriculum; provid-
ing transitional provisions; requiring a director to complete a certain
amount of continuing education each year relating to changes in the
law; requiring the secretary of the association to maintain certain in-
formation for inspection for a specified number of years; authorizing
members of an association to pause the contribution to reserves or re-
duce reserves under certain circumstances and for a limited time; au-
thorizing the board to expend reserve account funds to make the con-
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dominium building and structures habitable; requiring an association
to distribute or deliver copies of a structural integrity reserve study to
unit owners within a specified timeframe; specifying the manner of
distribution or delivery; requiring an association to provide a specified
statement to the division within a specified timeframe; revising the
circumstances under which a director or an officer must be removed
from office after being charged by information or indictment of certain
crimes; prohibiting such officers and directors with pending criminal
charges from accessing the official records of any association; providing
an exception; providing criminal penalties for certain fraudulent voting
activities relating to association elections; amending s. 718.113, F.S,;
providing applicability; specifying that certain actions are not material
alterations or substantial additions; authorizing the boards of re-
sidential and mixed-use condominiums to install or require unit owners
to install hurricane protection; requiring a vote of the unit owners for
the installation of hurricane protection; requiring that such vote be
attested to in a certificate and recorded in certain public records; re-
quiring the board to provide, in various manners, to the unit owners a
copy of the recorded certificate; providing that the validity or enforce-
ability of a vote is not affected if the board fails to take certain actions;
providing that a vote of the unit owners is not required under certain
circumstances; prohibiting installation of the same type of hurricane
protection previously installed; providing exceptions; prohibiting the
boards of residential and mixed-use condominiums from refusing to
approve certain hurricane protections; authorizing the board to require
owners to adhere to certain guidelines regarding the external appear-
ance of a condominium; revising responsibility for the cost of the re-
moval or reinstallation of hurricane protection, including exterior win-
dows, doors, or apertures; prohibiting the association from charging
certain expenses to unit owners; requiring reimbursement or a credit
toward future assessments to the unit owner in certain circumstances;
authorizing the association to collect certain charges and specifying that
such charges are enforceable as assessments under certain circum-
stances; amending s. 718.115, F.S.; specifying when the cost of in-
stallation of hurricane protection is not a common expense; authorizing
certain expenses to be enforceable as assessments; requiring certain
unit owners to be excused from certain assessments or to receive a
credit for hurricane protection that has been installed; providing credit
applicability under certain circumstances; providing for the amount of
credit that a unit owner must receive; specifying that certain expenses
are common expenses; amending s. 718.121, F.S.; conforming a cross-
reference; amending s. 718.124, F.S.; providing the statute of limita-
tions and repose for certain actions; amending s. 718.1224, F.S.; revis-
ing legislative findings and intent; revising the definition of the term
“governmental entity”; prohibiting an association from filing strategic
lawsuits, taking certain actions against unit owners, and expending
funds to support certain actions; amending s. 718.128, F.S.; providing
that a unit owner may consent to electronic voting electronically; pro-
viding that a board must honor a unit owner’s request to vote electro-
nically until the owner opts out; amending s. 718.202, F.S.; providing
sales and reservation deposit requirements for nonresidential condo-
miniums; amending s. 718.301, F.S.; requiring developers to deliver a
structural integrity reserve report to an association upon relinquishing
control of the association; amending s. 718.3027, F.S.; revising re-
quirements regarding attendance at a board meeting in the event of a
conflict of interest; modifying circumstances under which a contract
may be voided; revising a cross-reference; amending s. 718.303, F.S.;
requiring an association to provide certain notice to a unit owner by a
specified time before an election; creating s. 718.407, F.S.; authorizing a
condominium to be created within a portion of a building or within a
multiple parcel building; specifying that the common elements are only
those portions of the building submitted to the condominium form of
ownership; providing requirements for the declaration of such condo-
miniums and other certain recorded instruments; providing for the
apportionment of expenses for such condominiums; authorizing the
association to inspect and copy certain books and records; requiring a
specified disclosure summary for contracts of sale for a unit in certain
condominiums; providing that the creation of a multiple parcel building
is not a subdivision of the land; amending s. 718.501, F.S.; revising
circumstances under which the division has jurisdiction to investigate
and enforce complaints relating to certain matters; requiring that the
division provide official records, without charge, to a unit owner denied
access; authorizing the division to issue certain citations; requiring the
division to provide a division-approved training provider with the
template for the certificate issued to certain directors of a board of ad-
ministration; requiring that the division refer suspected criminal acts to
the appropriate law enforcement authority; authorizing certain division
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officials to attend association meetings; authorizing the division to re-
quest access to an association’s website or application to investigate
complaints under certain circumstances; requiring the division to in-
clude certain information in its annual report to the Governor and
Legislature after a specified date; specifying requirements for the an-
nual certification; authorizing the division to adopt rules; providing
applicability; amending s. 718.5011, F.S.; providing that the secretary of
the Department of Business and Professional Regulation, rather than
the Governor, appoints the condominium ombudsman; amending s.
718.503, F.S.; requiring nondeveloper unit owners to include an annual
financial statement and annual budget in information provided to a
prospective purchaser; revising information that must be included in
contracts for the resale of a residential unit; requiring certain dis-
closures be made if a unit is located in a specified type of condominium,;
amending s. 718.504, F.S.; requiring certain information provided to
prospective purchasers to state whether the condominium is created
within a portion of a building or within a multiple parcel building;
amending s. 719.106, F.S.; requiring an association to distribute or
deliver copies of a structural integrity reserve study to unit owners
within a specified timeframe; specifying the manner of distribution or
delivery; requiring an association to provide a specified statement to the
division within a specified timeframe; amending s. 719.129, F.S.; pro-
viding that a unit owner may consent electronically to electronic voting;
amending s. 719.301, F.S.; requiring developers to deliver a structural
integrity reserve study to a cooperative association upon relinquishing
control of association property; requiring the division to conduct a re-
view of statutory requirements regarding posting of official records on a
condominium association’s website or application; requiring the division
to submit its findings, including any recommendations, to the Governor
and the Legislature by a specified date; requiring the division to create
a database on its website with certain information by a date certain;
providing appropriations; providing construction and retroactive ap-
plication; requiring the Florida Building Commission to perform a study
for specified purposes; requiring the commission to submit a report of its
recommendations to the Governor and Legislature by a date certain;
providing effective dates.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for CS for CS for
SB 1178 and read the second time by title.

On motion by Senator Bradley, by two-thirds vote, CS for CS for CS
for HB 1021 was read the third time by title, passed, and certified to
the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—40

Madam President Davis Pizzo
Albritton DiCeglie Polsky
Avila Garcia Powell
Baxley Grall Rodriguez
Berman Gruters Rouson
Book Harrell Simon
Boyd Hooper Stewart
Bradley Hutson Thompson
Brodeur Ingoglia Torres
Broxson Jones Trumbull
Burgess Martin Wright
Burton Mayfield Yarborough
Calatayud Osgood

Collins Perry

Nays—None

CS for CS for CS for SB 1226—A bill to be entitled An act relating
to the Department of Transportation; amending s. 20.23, F.S.; revising
the list of areas of program responsibility within the Department of
Transportation; deleting the requirement that the secretary of the de-
partment appoint the department’s inspector general and that he or she
be directly responsible to the secretary; amending s. 311.101, F.S.; re-
quiring that a specified amount of recurring funds from the State
Transportation Trust Fund be made available for the Intermodal Lo-
gistics Center Infrastructure Support Program; requiring the depart-
ment to include specified projects in its tentative work program;
amending s. 334.046, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the depart-
ment’s mission, goals, and objectives; creating s. 334.61, F.S.; requiring
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governmental entities that propose certain projects to conduct a traffic
study; requiring the governmental entity to give notice to property
owners, impacted municipalities, and counties affected by such projects
within a specified timeframe; providing notice requirements; requiring
such governmental entities to hold a public meeting, with a specified
period of prior notice, before completion of the design phase of such
projects; providing requirements for such public meetings; requiring
such governmental entities to review and take into consideration com-
ments and alternatives presented in public meetings in the final project
design; amending s. 338.231, F.S.; revising the length of time before
which an inactive prepaid toll account becomes unclaimed property;
amending s. 338.26, F.S.; revising the date by which fees generated from
tolls deposited into the State Transportation Trust Fund must be used
to reimburse a local governmental entity for certain costs of operating a
specified fire station; providing that a specified interlocal agreement
related to the Alligator Alley toll road controls the use of certain State
Transportation Trust Fund moneys until the local governmental entity
and the department enter into a new agreement or agree to extend the
existing agreement; specifying the amount of reimbursement for the
2024-2025 fiscal year; requiring the local governmental entity, by a
specified date and at specified intervals thereafter, to provide a main-
tenance and operations comprehensive plan to the department; pro-
viding requirements for the comprehensive plan; requiring the local
governmental entity and the department to review and adopt the
comprehensive plan as part of the interlocal agreement; requiring the
department, in accordance with certain projections, to include the cor-
responding funding needs in the department’s work program; requiring
that ownership and title of certain equipment purchased with state
funds and used at a specified fire station during the term of the inter-
local agreement transfer to the state at the end of the term of the
agreement; amending s. 339.08, F.S.; prohibiting the department from
expending state funds to support a project or program of specified en-
tities; requiring the department to withhold state funds until such en-
tities are in compliance with a specified provision, amending s.
339.0803, F.S.; prioritizing availability of certain revenues deposited
into the State Transportation Trust Fund for payments under service
contracts with the Florida Department of Transportation Financing
Corporation to fund arterial highway projects; providing that two or
more such projects may be treated as a single project for certain pur-
poses; amending s. 339.0809, F.S.; specifying availability of funds ap-
propriated for payments under a service contract with the corporation;
authorizing the department to enter into service contracts to finance
certain projects; providing requirements for annual service contract
payments; requiring the department, before execution of a service
contract, to ensure that annual payments are programmed for the life of
the contract and to ensure that they remain programmed until fully
paid; amending s. 339.2818, F.S.; authorizing, subject to appropriation,
a local government within a specified area to compete for funding using
specified criteria on specified roads; providing an exception; amending s.
341.051, F.S.; providing voting and meeting notice requirements for
specified public transit projects; providing meeting notice requirements
for discussion of specified actions by a public transit provider; requiring
that certain unallocated funds for the New Starts Transit Program be
reallocated for the purpose of the Strategic Intermodal System; pro-
viding for expiration of the reallocation; prohibiting, as a condition of
receiving state funds, public transit provider from expending such funds
for specified marketing or advertising activities; requiring the depart-
ment to incorporate certain guidelines in the public transportation
grant agreement entered into with each public transit provider; prohi-
biting certain wraps, tinting, paint, media, or advertisements on pas-
senger windows of public transit provider vehicles from being darker
than certain window tinting requirements; amending s. 341.071, F.S,;
defining terms; beginning on a specified date and annually thereafter,
requiring each public transit provider to take specified actions during a
publicly noticed meeting; requiring that a certain disclosure be posted
on public transit providers’ websites; requiring the department to de-
termine the annual state average of general administrative costs; au-
thorizing certain costs to be excluded from such annual state average;
requiring a specified increase in general administration costs to be re-
viewed and approved by certain entities; amending s. 341.822, F.S.;
revising the powers of the Florida Rail Enterprise; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was read the second time by title.
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Pending further consideration of CS for CS for CS for SB 1226,
pursuant to Rule 3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for CS for CS
for HB 1301 was withdrawn from the Committee on Fiscal Policy.

On motion by Senator DiCeglie—

CS for CS for CS for HB 1301—A bill to be entitled An act relating
to the Department of Transportation; amending s. 20.23, F.S.; revising
the list of areas of program responsibility within the Department of
Transportation; removing provisions requiring the secretary of the de-
partment to appoint an inspector general; amending s. 311.101, F.S,;
providing an appropriation from the State Transportation Trust Fund
for the Intermodal Logistics Center Infrastructure Support Program,;
requiring the department to include certain projects in the tentative
work program; amending s. 334.046, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
the department’s mission, goals, and objectives; creating s. 334.61, F.S,;
requiring a governmental entity that proposes a certain project to
conduct a traffic study; requiring notice to affected property owners,
impacted municipalities, and counties in which the project is located
within a specified timeframe; providing notice requirements; requiring
such governmental entity to hold a public meeting before completion of
the design phase of such project; providing requirements for such public
meeting; requiring such governmental entity to review and take into
consideration comments and alternatives presented in such public
meeting in the final project design; amending s. 338.231, F.S.; revising
the time period for which a prepaid toll account must remain inactive in
order to be presumed unclaimed; amending s. 339.08, F.S.; prohibiting
the department from expending certain state funds to support certain
projects or programs; amending s. 339.0803, F.S.; prioritizing avail-
ability of certain revenues deposited into the State Transportation
Trust Fund for payments under service contracts with the Florida De-
partment of Transportation Financing Corporation to fund arterial
highway projects; authorizing two or more of such projects to be treated
as a single project for certain purposes; amending s. 339.0809, F.S.;
specifying priority of availability of funds appropriated for payments
under a service contract with the corporation; authorizing the depart-
ment to enter into service contracts to finance certain projects; provid-
ing requirements for annual service contract payments; amending s.
339.2818, F.S.; authorizing certain local governments, subject to ap-
propriation, to compete for additional funding for certain county roads;
amending s. 341.051, F.S.; providing voting and meeting notice re-
quirements for specified public transit projects; providing meeting no-
tice requirements for discussion of specified actions by a public transit
provider; requiring certain unallocated funds for the New Starts Transit
Program to be reallocated for the purpose of the Strategic Intermodal
System; limiting the displays a public transit provider, as a condition of
receiving state funds, may display on certain vehicles; providing the
department and any state agency priority to contract for certain mar-
keting or advertising activities; providing definitions; providing appli-
cability; requiring the department to incorporate guidelines in the
public transportation grant agreement entered into with each public
transit provider; prohibiting certain media on passenger windows of
public transit provider vehicles from being darker than certain window
tinting requirements; amending s. 341.071, F.S.; providing definitions;
requiring each public transit provider to annually certify that its bud-
geted and general administration costs do not exceed the annual state
average of administrative costs by more than a certain percentage, to
annually present a specified budget report, and to annually post a
specified disclosure on its website; specifying the method by which the
department is required to determine a certain annual state average;
requiring a specified increase in general administration costs to be re-
viewed and approved by certain entities; amending s. 341.822, F.S;
revising powers of the Florida Rail Enterprise; providing an effective
date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for CS for CS for
SB 1226 and read the second time by title.

Senator DiCeglie moved the following amendment:

Amendment 1 (207018) (with title amendment)—Delete every-
thing after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and paragraphs (b) and (d)
of subsection (3) of section 20.23, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

20.23 Department of Transportation.—There is created a Depart-
ment of Transportation which shall be a decentralized agency.
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(1)(@) The head of the Department of Transportation is the Secre-

ission and shall be subject to confirmation by the Senate.
The secretary shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

3

(b) The secretary may appoint positions at the level of deputy as-
sistant secretary or director which the secretary deems necessary to
accomplish the mission and goals of the department, including, but not
limited to, the areas of program responsibility provided in this para-
graph, each of whom shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of
the secretary. The secretary may combine, separate, or delete offices as
needed in consultation with the Executive Office of the Governor. The
department’s areas of program responsibility include, but are not lim-
ited to, all of the following:

1. Administration.;

2. Planning.;

Modal development. Publie-transpertation;
Design.;

Highway operations.;

Right-of-way.;

Ne ok W

Toll operations.;

8. Transportation technology.

9.8: Information systems.;

10.9- Motor carrier weight inspection.;
11.30: Work program Manegement and budget.;
12.13 Comptroller.;

13.32- Construction.;

14. Statewide corridors.

15.33: Maintenance.;-and

16. Forecasting and performance.

17. Emergency management.

18. Safety.

19.34: Materials.

20. Infrastructure and innovation.

21. Permitting.

22. Traffic operations.

Section 2. Present subsection (7) of section 311.101, Florida Sta-
tutes, is redesignated as subsection (8), and a new subsection (7) is
added to that section, to read:

311.101 Intermodal Logistics Center Infrastructure Support Pro-
gram.—

(7) Beginning with the 2024-2025 fiscal year through the 2029-2030
fiscal year, $15 million in recurring funds shall be made available from
the State Transportation Trust Fund for the program. The Department
of Transportation shall include projects proposed to be funded under this
section in the tentative work program developed pursuant to s.
339.135(4).
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Section 3. Section 334.046, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
334.046 Department mission, goals, and objectives.—

(1) The department shall consider the following prevailing principles
when te—be—eonsidered—in planning and developing the state’s multi-
modal &n—mtegﬁ&ted—bﬁ-l-a—need—s%a%emde transportation system are:
preserving Florida’s the—existing transportatlon infrastructure; sup-

porting its enhaneing Florida’s economic competitiveness; promoting the
efﬁczent movement of people and goods; and preservmg Florida’s quality

of life i

(2) The mission of the Department of Transportation shall be to
provide a safe statewide transportation system that promotes the effi-
cient movement ensures—the-meobility of people and goods, supports the
state’s enhanees economic competitiveness, prioritizes Florida’s en-
vironment and natural resources presperity, and preserves the quality
of life and connectedness of the state’s evr—envirenment—and commu-
nities.

prevalhng
pr1nc1ples outlmed in this sectwn shall be mcorporated mto all ef—pfe-

bility—the goals and objectlves that prov1de statew1de policy guldance

for accomplishing the department’s mission,
Transportation Plan outlined in s. 339.155.

including the Florida

(4) At a minimum, the department’s goals shall address the fol-
lowing prevailing principles:=

(a) Maintaining investments Preserveation.—Protecting the state’s
transportation infrastructure investment, which—Preservation in-
cludes:

1. Ensuring that 80 percent of the pavement on the State Highway
System meets department standards;

2. Ensuring that 90 percent of department-maintained bridges meet
department standards; and

3. Ensuring that the department achieves 100 percent of the ac-
ceptable maintenance standard on the state highway system.

(b) Economic competitiveness.—Ensuring that the state has a clear
understanding of the return on investment and economic impacts eon-
segquenees of transportation infrastructure investments; and how such
investments affect the state’s economic competitiveness. The depart-
ment must develop a macroeconomic analysis of the linkages between
transportation investment and economic performance, as well as a
method to quantifiably measure the economic benefits of the district-
work-program investments. Such an analysis must analyze:

1. The state’s and district’s economic performance relative to the
competition.

2. The business environment as viewed from the perspective of
companies evaluating the state as a place in which to do business.

3. The state’s capacity to sustain long-term growth.

(¢c) Connected transportation system Mebitity.—Ensuring a cost-ef-
fective, statewide, interconnected transportation system that provides
for the most efficient and effective multimodality and mobility.

(d) Preserving Florida’s natural resources and quality of life—
Prioritizing Florida’s natural resources and the quality of life of its
communities.

Section 4. Section 334.61, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
334.61 Traffic lane repurposing.—

(1) When a governmental entity proposes any project that will re-
purpose one or more existing traffic lanes, the governmental entity shall
include a traffic study to address any potential adverse impacts of the
project, including, but not limited to, changes in traffic congestion and
impacts on safety.
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(2) If, following the study required by subsection (1), the govern-
mental entity elects to continue with the design of the project, it must
notify all affected property owners, impacted municipalities, and the
counties in which the project is located at least 180 days before the design
phase of the project is completed. The notice must provide a written
explanation regarding the need for the project and information on how to
review the traffic study required by subsection (1), and must indicate
that all affected parties will be given an opportunity to provide comments
to the proposing entity regarding potential impacts of the change.

(3) The governmental entity shall hold at least one public meeting,
with at least 30 days prior notice, before completing the design phase of
the project in the jurisdiction where the project is located. At the public
meeting, the governmental entity shall explain the purpose of the project
and receive public input, including possible alternatives, to determine
the manner in which the project will affect the community.

(4) The governmental entity shall review all comments from the
public meeting and take the comments and any alternatives presented
during the meeting into consideration in the final design of the project.

Section 5. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section 338.231, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

338.231 Turnpike tolls, fixing; pledge of tolls and other revenues.—
The department shall at all times fix, adjust, charge, and collect such
tolls and amounts for the use of the turnpike system as are required in
order to provide a fund sufficient with other revenues of the turnpike
system to pay the cost of maintaining, improving, repairing, and oper-
ating such turnpike system; to pay the principal of and interest on all
bonds issued to finance or refinance any portion of the turnpike system
as the same become due and payable; and to create reserves for all such
purposes.

3

(¢) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any
prepaid toll account of any kind which has remained inactive for 10 3
years is shall-be presumed unclaimed and its disposition shall be han-
dled by the Department of Financial Services in accordance with all
applicable provisions of chapter 717 relating to the disposition of un-
claimed property, and the prepaid toll account shall be closed by the
department.

Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 338.26, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

338.26 Alligator Alley toll road.—

(3)(a) Fees generated from tolls shall be deposited in the State
Transportation Trust Fund and shall be used:

1. To reimburse outstanding contractual obligations;

2. To operate and maintain the highway and toll facilities, including
reconstruction and restoration;

3. To pay for those projects that are funded with Alligator Alley toll
revenues and that are contained in the 1993-1994 adopted work pro-
gram or the 1994-1995 tentative work program submitted to the Leg-
islature on February 22, 1994; and

4. By interlocal agreement effeetiveJuly1;,-2019-throughno-later
thanJunre 36,2027, to reimburse a local governmental entity for the
direct actual costs of operating the fire station at mile marker 63 on
Alligator Alley, which shall be used by the local governmental entity to
provide fire, rescue, and emergency management services exclusively to
the public on Alligator Alley. The local governmental entity must con-
tribute 10 percent of the direct actual operating costs.

a. The interlocal agreement effective July 1, 2019, through June 30,
2027, shall control until such time that the local governmental entity
and the department enter into a new agreement or agree to extend the
existing agreement. For the 2024-2025 fiscal year, the amount of reim-
bursement may not exceed $2 million.

b. By December 31, 2024, and every 5 years thereafter, the local
governmental entity shall provide a maintenance and operations com-
prehensive plan to the department. The comprehensive plan must in-
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clude a current inventory of assets, including their projected service life,
and area service needs; the call and response history for emergency
services provided in the preceding 5 years on Alligator Alley, including
costs; and future projections for assets and equipment, including re-
placement or purchase needs, and operating costs.

c. The local governmental entity and the department shall review
and adopt the comprehensive plan as part of the interlocal agreement.

d. In accordance with projected incoming toll revenues for Alligator
Alley, the department shall include the corresponding funding needs of
the comprehensive plan in the department’s work program, and the local
governmental entity shall include the same in its capital comprehensive
plan and appropriate fiscal year budget The-amount-of reimbursement

e. At the end of the term of the interlocal agreement, the ownership
and title of all fire, rescue, and emergency equipment purchased with
state funds and used at the fire station during the term of the interlocal
agreement transfers to the state.

Section 7. Subsection (5) is added to section 339.08, Florida Sta-
tutes, to read:

339.08 Use of moneys in State Transportation Trust Fund.—

(5) The department may not expend any state funds as described in s.
215.31 to support a project or program of any of the following entities:

(a) A public transit provider as defined in s. 341.031(1);

(b) An authority created pursuant to chapter 343, chapter 348, or
chapter 349;

(¢) A public-use airport as defined in s. 332.004; or
(d) A port listed in s. 311.09(1),

which is found in violation of s. 381.00316. The department shall
withhold state funds until the public transit provider, authority, public-
use airport, or port is found in compliance with s. 381.00316.

Section 8. Section 339.0803, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

339.0803 Allocation of increased revenues derived from amend-
ments to s. 320.08 by ch. 2019-43.—

(1) Beginning in the 2021-2022 fiscal year and each fiscal year
thereafter, funds that result from increased revenues to the State
Transportation Trust Fund derived from the amendments to s. 320.08
made by chapter 2019-43, Laws of Florida, and deposited into the fund
pursuant to s. 320.20(5)(a) must be used to fund arterial highway pro-
jects identified by the department in accordance with s. 339.65 and may
be used for projects as specified in ss. 339.66 and 339.67. For purposes of
the funding provided in this section, the department shall prioritize use
of existing facilities or portions thereof when upgrading arterial high-
ways to limited or controlled access facilities. However, this section does
not preclude use of the funding for projects that enhance the capacity of
an arterial highway. The funds allocated as provided in this section
shall be in addition to any other statutory funding allocations provided
by law.

(2) Revenues deposited into the State Transportation Trust Fund
pursuant to s. 320.20(5)(a) shall first be available for appropriation for
payments under a service contract entered into with the Florida De-
partment of Transportation Financing Corporation pursuant to s.
339.0809(4) to fund arterial highway projects. For the corporation’s
bonding purposes, two or more such projects in the department’s adopted
work program may be treated as a single project.

Section 9. Subsection (13) of section 339.0809, Florida Statutes, is
amended, and subsection (14) is added to that section, to read:

339.0809 Florida Department of Transportation Financing Cor-
poration.—

(13) The department may enter into a service contract in conjunc-
tion with the issuance of debt obligations as provided in this section
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which provides for periodic payments for debt service or other amounts
payable with respect to debt obligations, plus any administrative ex-
penses of the Florida Department of Transportation Financing Cor-
poration. Funds appropriated for payments under a service contract
shall be available after funds pledged to payment on bonds, but before
other statutorily required distributions.

(14) The department may enter into a service contract to finance the
projects authorized in s. 215 of chapter 2023-239, Laws of Florida, and
in budget amendment EOG #2024-B0112, and subsequently adopted
into the 5-year work program. Service contract payments may not exceed
7 percent of the funds deposited in the State Transportation Trust Fund
in each fiscal year. The annual payments under such service contract
shall be included in the department’s work program and legislative
budget request developed pursuant to s. 339.135. The department shall
ensure that the annual payments are programmed for the life of the
service contract before execution of the service contract and shall remain
programmed until fully paid.

Section 10. Notwithstanding s. 215 of chapter 2023-239, Laws of
Florida, the Department of Transportation is authorized to retain the
interest earnings on funds appropriated to finance the projects author-
ized in s. 215 of chapter 2023-239, Laws of Florida, and in EOG# 2024-
B0112 and subsequently adopted into the 5-year work program. The
interest earnings must be used by the department to implement such
projects.

Section 11. Subsection (8) is added to section 339.2818, Florida
Statutes, to read:

339.2818 Small County Outreach Program.—

(8) Subject to a specific appropriation in addition to funds appro-
priated for projects under this section, a local government either wholly
or partially within the Everglades Agricultural Area as defined in s.
373.4592(15), the Peace River Basin, or the Suwannee River Basin may
compete for additional funding using the criteria listed in paragraph
(4)(c) at up to 100 percent of project costs on state or county roads used
primarily as farm-to-market connections between rural agricultural
areas and market distribution centers, excluding capacity improvement
projects.

Section 12. Subsection (6) of section 341.051, Florida Statutes, is
amended, paragraphs (¢) and (d) are added to subsection (2) of that
section, and subsection (8) is added to that section, to read:

341.051 Administration and financing of public transit and intercity
bus service programs and projects.—

(2) PUBLIC TRANSIT PLAN.—

(¢) Any lane elimination or lane repurposing, recommendation, or
application relating to public transit projects must be approved by a two-
thirds vote of the transit authority board in a public meeting to be held
after a 30-day public notice.

(d) Any action of eminent domain for acquisition of public transit
facilities carried out by a public transit provider must be discussed by
the public transit provider at a public meeting to be held after a 30-day
public notice.

(6) ANNUAL APPROPRIATION.—

(a) Funds paid into the State Transportation Trust Fund pursuant
to s. 201.15 for the New Starts Transit Program are hereby annually
appropriated for expenditure to support the New Starts Transit Pro-
gram.

(b) The remaining unallocated New Starts Transit Program funds as
of June 30, 2024, shall be reallocated for the purpose of the Strategic
Intermodal System within the State Transportation Trust Fund. This
paragraph expires June 30, 2026.

(8) EXTERIOR VEHICLE WRAP, TINTING, PAINT, MARKET-
ING, AND ADVERTISING.—

(a) As a condition of receiving funds from the department, a public
transit provider may not expend department funds for marketing or
advertising activities, including any wrap, tinting, paint, or other
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medium displayed, attached, or affixed on a bus, commercial motor ve-
hicle, or motor vehicle that is owned, leased, or operated by the public
transit provider. Such vehicles are limited to displaying a brand or logo
of the public transit provider, the official seal of the jurisdictional gov-
ernmental entity, or a state agency public service announcement.

(b) The department shall incorporate guidelines for the marketing or
advertising activities allowed under paragraph (a) in the public trans-
portation grant agreement entered into with each public transit provider.

(¢) Any new wrap, tinting, paint, medium, or advertisement on the
passenger windows of a vehicle used by a public transit provider may not
be darker than the legally allowed window tinting requirements pro-
vided in s. 316.2954.

For purposes of this section, the term “net operating costs” means all
operating costs of a project less any federal funds, fares, or other sources
of income to the project.

Section 13. Subsection (4) is added to section 341.071, Florida Sta-
tutes, to read:

341.071 Transit productivity and performance measures; reports.—
(4)(a) As used in this subsection, the term:

1. “General administrative costs” includes, but is not limited to, costs
related to transit service development, injuries and damages, safety,
personnel administration, legal services, data processing, finance and
accounting, purchasing and stores, engineering, real estate manage-
ment, office management and services, customer service, promotion,
market research, and planning. The term does not include insurance
costs.

2. “Public transit provider” means a public agency providing public
transit service, including an authority created pursuant to part II of
chapter 343 or chapter 349. The term does not apply to the Central
Florida Commuter Rail Commission or the authority created pursuant
to part I of chapter 343.

3. “Tier 1 provider” has the same meaning as in 49 C.F.R. part 625.
4. “Tier 2 provider” has the same meaning as in 49 C.F.R. part 625.

(b) Beginning November 1, 2024, and annually thereafter, each
public transit provider, during a publicly noticed meeting, shall:

1. Certify that its budgeted and general administrative costs are not
greater than 20 percent above the annual state average of administrative
costs for its respective tier.

2. Present a line-item budget report of its budgeted and actual gen-
eral administrative costs.

3. Disclose all salaried executive management-level employees’ total
compensation packages, ridership performance and metrics, and any gift
as defined in s. 112.312 accepted in exchange for contracts. This dis-
closure shall be posted annually on the public transit provider’s website.

(¢) To support compliance with paragraph (b), the department shall
determine, by tier, the annual state average of general administrative
costs by determining the percentage of the total operating budget which
is expended on general administrative costs in this state annually by
March 31 to inform the public transit provider’s budget for the following
fiscal year. Upon review and certification by the department, costs
budgeted and expended in association with nontransit-related en-
gineering and construction services may be excluded.

(d) A year-over-year cumulative increase of 5 percent or more in
general administrative costs must be reviewed before the start of the next
fiscal year and must be reviewed and approved by the department before
approval by the public transportation provider’s governing board.

Section 14. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 341.822,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

341.822 Powers and duties.—
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(2)(a) In addition to the powers granted to the department, the en-
terprise has full authority to exercise all powers granted to it under this
chapter. Powers shall include, but are not limited to, the ability to plan,
construct, maintain, repair, and operate a high-speed rail system, te

i i : to coordinate the development and operation of
publicly funded passenger rail systems in the state, and to preserve and
acquire future rail corridors and rights-of-way in coordination with the
department’s planning of the State Highway System.

Section 15. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section 768.1382,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

768.1382 Streetlights, security lights, and other similar illumina-
tion; limitation on liability.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(e) “Streetlight provider” means the state or any of the state’s offi-
cers, agencies, or instrumentalities, any political subdivision as defined
in s. 1.01, any public utility as defined in s. 366.02(8), or any electric
utility as defined in s. 366.02(4). For purposes of this section, electric
utility shall include subsidiaries of an electric utility, regardless of
whether the electric utility or subsidiary is providing electric street light
service inside or outside of its regulated territory.

Section 16. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause and insert: A bill to be
entitled An act relating to the Department of Transportation; amending
s. 20.23, F.S.; removing the requirement that the Secretary of Trans-
portation be nominated by the Florida Transportation Commission;
revising the list of areas of program responsibility within the Depart-
ment of Transportation; deleting the requirement that the secretary of
the department appoint the department’s inspector general and that he
or she be directly responsible to the secretary; amending s. 311.101,
F.S,; requiring that a specified amount of recurring funds from the State
Transportation Trust Fund be made available for the Intermodal Lo-
gistics Center Infrastructure Support Program; requiring the depart-
ment to include specified projects in its tentative work program,;
amending s. 334.046, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the depart-
ment’s mission, goals, and objectives; creating s. 334.61, F.S.; requiring
governmental entities that propose certain projects to conduct a traffic
study; requiring the governmental entity to give notice of a decision to
continue with the design phase of a project to property owners, im-
pacted municipalities, and counties affected by such projects within a
specified timeframe; providing notice requirements; requiring such
governmental entities to hold a public meeting, with a specified period
of prior notice, before completion of the design phase of such projects;
providing requirements for such public meetings; requiring such gov-
ernmental entities to review and take into consideration comments and
alternatives presented in public meetings in the final project design;
amending s. 338.231, F.S.; revising the length of time before which an
inactive prepaid toll account becomes unclaimed property; amending s.
338.26, F.S.; providing that a specified interlocal agreement related to
the Alligator Alley toll road controls the use of certain State Trans-
portation Trust Fund moneys until the local governmental entity and
the department enter into a new agreement or agree to extend the ex-
isting agreement; limiting the amount of reimbursement for the 2024-
2025 fiscal year; requiring the local governmental entity, by a specified
date and at specified intervals thereafter, to provide a maintenance and
operations comprehensive plan to the department; providing require-
ments for the comprehensive plan; requiring the local governmental
entity and the department to review and adopt the comprehensive plan
as part of the interlocal agreement; requiring the department, in ac-
cordance with certain projections, to include the corresponding funding
needs in the department’s work program; requiring the local govern-
mental entity to include such needs in its capital comprehensive plan
and appropriate fiscal year budget; requiring that ownership and title of
certain equipment purchased with state funds and used at a specified
fire station during the term of the interlocal agreement transfer to the
state at the end of the term of the agreement; amending s. 339.08, F.S.;
prohibiting the department from expending state funds to support a
project or program of specified entities; requiring the department to
withhold state funds until such entities are in compliance with a
specified provision; amending s. 339.0803, F.S.; prioritizing availability
of certain revenues deposited into the State Transportation Trust Fund
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for payments under service contracts with the Florida Department of
Transportation Financing Corporation to fund arterial highway pro-
jects; providing that two or more such projects may be treated as a
single project for certain purposes; amending s. 339.0809, F.S.; speci-
fying availability of funds appropriated for payments under a service
contract with the corporation; authorizing the department to enter into
service contracts to finance certain projects; providing requirements for
annual service contract payments; requiring the department, before
execution of a service contract, to ensure that annual payments are
programmed for the life of the contract and to ensure that they remain
programmed until fully paid; authorizing the department to retain in-
terest earnings on specified appropriations; requiring such interest
earnings to be spent on specified projects; amending s. 339.2818, F.S,;
authorizing, subject to appropriation, a local government within a
specified area to compete for funding using specified criteria on speci-
fied roads; providing an exception; amending s. 341.051, F.S.; providing
voting and meeting notice requirements for specified public transit
projects; providing meeting notice requirements for discussion of spec-
ified actions by a public transit provider; requiring that certain un-
allocated funds for the New Starts Transit Program be reallocated for
the purpose of the Strategic Intermodal System; providing for expira-
tion of the reallocation; prohibiting, as a condition of receiving state
funds, public transit providers from expending such funds for specified
marketing or advertising activities; requiring the department to in-
corporate certain guidelines in the public transportation grant agree-
ment entered into with each public transit provider; prohibiting certain
wraps, tinting, paint, media, or advertisements on passenger windows
of public transit provider vehicles from being darker than certain win-
dow tinting requirements; amending s. 341.071, F.S.; defining terms;
beginning on a specified date and annually thereafter, requiring each
public transit provider to take specified actions during a publicly no-
ticed meeting; requiring that a certain disclosure be posted on public
transit providers’ websites; requiring the department to determine the
annual state average of general administrative costs; authorizing cer-
tain costs to be excluded from such annual state average; requiring a
specified increase in general administrative costs to be reviewed and
approved by certain entities; amending s. 341.822, F.S.; revising the
powers of the Florida Rail Enterprise; amending s. 768.1382, F.S.; re-
vising the definition of the term “streetlight provider”; providing an
effective date.

Senator Simon moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
(207018) which was adopted:

Amendment 1A (185314) (with title amendment)—Between lines
63 and 64 insert:

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 333.03, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

333.03 Requirement to adopt airport zoning regulations.—

(2) In the manner provided in subsection (1), political subdivisions
shall adopt, administer, and enforce airport land use compatibility
zomng regulations. At @ minimum, airport land use compatibility zon-
ing regulations must address shall—at—a—minimum;,—eonsider the fol-
lowing:

(a) The prohibition of new landfills and the restriction of existing
landfills within the following areas:

1. Within 10,000 feet from the nearest point of any runway used or
planned to be used by turbine aircraft.

2. Within 5,000 feet from the nearest point of any runway used by
only nonturbine aircraft.

3. Outside the perimeters defined in subparagraphs 1. and 2., but
still within the lateral limits of the civil airport imaginary surfaces
defined in 14 C.F.R. s. 77.19. Case-by-case review of such landfills is
advised.

(b) When Where any landfill is located and constructed in a manner
that attracts or sustains hazardous bird movements from feeding,
water, or roosting areas into, or across, the runways or approach and
departure patterns of aircraft. The landfill operator must incorporate
bird management techniques or other practices to minimize bird ha-
zards to airborne aircraft.
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(¢c) When Where an airport authority or other governing body oper-
ating a public-use airport has conducted a noise study in accordance
with 14 C.F.R. part 150, or when where a public-use airport owner has
established noise contours pursuant to another public study accepted by
the Federal Aviation Administration, the prohibition of incompatible
uses, as established in the noise study in 14 C.F.R. part 150, Appendix A
or as a part of an alternative Federal Aviation Administration-accepted
public study, within the noise contours established by any of these
studies, except if such uses are specifically contemplated by such study
with appropriate mitigation or similar techniques described in the
study.

(d) When Where an airport authority or other governing body op-
erating a public-use airport has not conducted a noise study, the pro-
hibition mitigatien of petential-incompatibleuses—asseeciated—with re-
sidential construction and any educational facilities faeility, with the
exception of aviation school facilities or residential property near a
public-use airport that has as its sole runway a turf runway measuring
less than 2,800 feet in length, within an area contiguous to the airport
measuring one-half the length of the longest runway on either side of
and at the end of each runway centerline.

(e) The restriction of new incompatible uses, activities, or sub-
stantial modifications to existing incompatible uses within runway
protection zones.

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 458 and insert: tentative work program; amending s.
333.03, F.S.; revising requirements for the adoption of airport land use
compatibility zoning regulations; amending s. 334.046, F.S.;

Senator Gruters moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
(207018) which was adopted:

Amendment 1B (676162) (with title amendment)—Delete lines
64-437 and insert:

Section 3. Section 316.1575, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

316.1575 Obedience to traffic control devices at railroad-highway
grade crossings.—

(1) A Ans person cycling, walking or driving a vehicle and ap-
proaching a railroad-highway grade crossing under any of the circum-
stances stated in this section must shall stop within 50 feet but not less
than 15 feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and may shal not
proceed until the railroad tracks are clear and he or she can do so safely.

This subsection applies The-foregoing requirements-apply when:

(a) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device gives
warning of the immediate approach of a railroad train or railroad track
equipment;

(b) A crossing gate is lowered or a law enforcement officer or a
human flagger gives or continues to give a signal of the approach or
passage of a railroad train or railroad track equipment;

(¢) An approaching railroad train or railroad track equipment emits
an audible signal or the railroad train or railroad track equipment, by
reason of its speed or nearness to the crossing, is an immediate hazard;
or

(d) An approaching railroad train or railroad track equipment is
plainly visible and is in hazardous proximity to the railroad-highway
grade crossing, regardless of the type of traffic control devices installed
at the crossing.

(2) A Ne person may not shall drive a an¥y vehicle through, around,
or under any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad-highway grade
crossing while the gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or closed.

(3) A person who violates wielatien—of this section commits is a
noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable pursuant to chapter 318 as:

(a) either A pedestrian violation; or;

(b) If the infraction resulted from the operation of a vehicle, as a
moving violation.
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1. For a first violation, the person must pay a fine of $500 or perform
25 hours of community service and shall have 6 points assessed against
his or her driver license as set forth in s. 322.27(3)(d)7.

2. For a second or subsequent violation, the person must pay a fine of
$1,000 and shall have an additional 6 points assessed against his or her
driver license as set forth in s. 322.27(3)(d)7.

Section 4. Section 316.1576, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

316.1576 Insufficient clearance at a railroad-highway grade cross-
ing.—

(1) A person may not drive a any vehicle through a railroad-highway
grade crossing that does not have sufficient space to drive completely
through the crossing without stopping or without obstructing the pas-
sage of other vehicles, pedestrians, railroad trains, or other railroad
equipment, notwithstanding any traffic control signal indication to
proceed.

(2) A person may not drive a any vehicle through a railroad-highway
grade crossing that does not have sufficient undercarriage clearance to
drive completely through the crossing without stopping or without 0b-
structing the passage of a railroad train or other railroad equipment.

(3) A person who violates vielatien—of this section commits is a
noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving violation as
provided in chapter 318.

(a) For a first violation, the person must pay a fine of $500 or perform
25 hours of community service and shall have 6 points assessed against
his or her driver license as set forth in s. 322.27(3)(d)7.

(b) For a second or subsequent violation, the person must pay a fine
of $1,000, shall have an additional 6 points assessed against his or her
driver license as set forth in s. 322.27(3)(d)7., and, notwithstanding s.
322.27(3)(a), (b), and (c), shall have his or her driving privilege sus-
pended for not more than 6 months.

Section 5. Present subsections (10) through (23) of section 318.18,
Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (11) through (24),
respectively, a new subsection (10) is added to that section, and sub-
section (9) of that section is amended, to read:

318.18 Amount of penalties.—The penalties required for a non-
criminal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14 or a criminal offense listed in
s. 318.17 are as follows:

(9) Five One hundred dollars for a first violation and $1,000 for a
second or subsequent violation of s. 316.1575.

(10) Five hundred dollars for a first violation and $1,000 for a sec-
ond or subsequent violation of s. 316.1576. In addition to this penalty,
for a second or subsequent violation, the department shall suspend the
driver license of the person for not more than 6 months.

Section 6. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section 322.27, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

322.27 Authority of department to suspend or revoke driver license
or identification card.—

(3) There is established a point system for evaluation of convictions
of violations of motor vehicle laws or ordinances, and violations of ap-
plicable provisions of s. 403.413(6)(b) when such violations involve the
use of motor vehicles, for the determination of the continuing qualifi-
cation of any person to operate a motor vehicle. The department is
authorized to suspend the license of any person upon showing of its
records or other good and sufficient evidence that the licensee has been
convicted of violation of motor vehicle laws or ordinances, or applicable
provisions of s. 403.413(6)(b), amounting to 12 or more points as de-
termined by the point system. The suspension shall be for a period of not
more than 1 year.

(d) The point system shall have as its basic element a graduated
scale of points assigning relative values to convictions of the following
violations:

1. Reckless driving, willful and wanton—4 points.
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2. Leaving the scene of a crash resulting in property damage of more
than $50—6 points.

3. Unlawful speed, or unlawful use of a wireless communications
device, resulting in a crash—6 points.

4. Passing a stopped school bus:

a. Not causing or resulting in serious bodily injury to or death of
another—4 points.

b. Causing or resulting in serious bodily injury to or death of an-
other—6 points.

c. Points may not be imposed for a violation of passing a stopped
school bus as provided in s. 316.172(1)(a) or (b) when enforced by a
school bus infraction detection system pursuant s. 316.173. In addition,
a violation of s. 316.172(1)(a) or (b) when enforced by a school bus in-
fraction detection system pursuant to s. 316.173 may not be used for
purposes of setting motor vehicle insurance rates.

5. Unlawful speed:

a. Not in excess of 15 miles per hour of lawful or posted speed—3
points.

b. In excess of 15 miles per hour of lawful or posted speed—4 points.

c. Points may not be imposed for a violation of unlawful speed as
provided in s. 316.1895 or s. 316.183 when enforced by a traffic in-
fraction enforcement officer pursuant to s. 316.1896. In addition, a
violation of s. 316.1895 or s. 316.183 when enforced by a traffic infrac-
tion enforcement officer pursuant to s. 316.1896 may not be used for
purposes of setting motor vehicle insurance rates.

6. A violation of a traffic control signal device as provided in s.
316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1)(c)1.—4 points. However, points may not be
imposed for a violation of s. 316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1)(c)1. when a
driver has failed to stop at a traffic signal and when enforced by a traffic
infraction enforcement officer. In addition, a violation of s. 316.074(1) or
s. 316.075(1)(c)1. when a driver has failed to stop at a traffic signal and
when enforced by a traffic infraction enforcement officer may not be
used for purposes of setting motor vehicle insurance rates.

7. Unlawfully driving a vehicle through a railroad-highway grade
crossing—6 points.

8% All other moving violations (including parking on a highway
outside the limits of a municipality)—3 points. However, points may not
be imposed for a violation of s. 316.0741 or s. 316.2065(11); and points
may be imposed for a violation of s. 316.1001 only when imposed by the
court after a hearing pursuant to s. 318.14(5).

9.8: Any moving violation covered in this paragraph, excluding un-
lawful speed and unlawful use of a wireless communications device,
resulting in a crash—4 points.

10.9: Any conviction under s. 403.413(6)(b)—3 points.
11.138: Any conviction under s. 316.0775(2)—4 points.

12.313- A moving violation covered in this paragraph which is com-
mitted in conjunction with the unlawful use of a wireless communica-
tions device within a school safety zone—2 points, in addition to the
points assigned for the moving violation.

Section 7. Section 334.046, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

334.046 Department mission, goals, and objectives.—

(1) The department shall consider the following prevailing principles
when te—be—eonsidered—n planning and developing the state’s multi-
modal an—integrated;balancedstatewide transportation system are:
preserving Florida’s the—existing transportation infrastructure; sup-
porting its enhaneingFlorida’s economic competitiveness; promoting the
efficient movement of people and goods; and preserving Florida’s quality

of life improving-teavelcholeesto-ensure-mobhility.
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(2) The mission of the Department of Transportation shall be to
provide a safe statewide transportation system that promotes the effi-
cient movement ensures-the-mebility of people and goods, supports the
state’s enhanees economic competitiveness, prioritizes Florida’s en-
vironment and natural resources prosperity, and preserves the quality
of life and connectedness of the state’s evr—envirenment—and commu-
nities.

Plan;—inaeceordanece—with—s—339-156—and based—upen—the prevailing
pr1n01p1es outlzned in this sectlon shall be mcorpomted znto all ef—p%e—

b}h%y—bhe goals and objectlves that prov1de statew1de pohcy guldance
for accomplishing the department’s mission, including the Florida
Transportation Plan outlined in s. 339.155.

(4) At a minimum, the department’s goals shall address the fol-
lowing prevailing principles:-

(a) Maintaining investments Preservatiorn.—Protecting the state’s
transportation infrastructure investment, which—Preservation in-
cludes:

1. Ensuring that 80 percent of the pavement on the State Highway
System meets department standards;

2. Ensuring that 90 percent of department-maintained bridges meet
department standards; and

3. Ensuring that the department achieves 100 percent of the ac-
ceptable maintenance standard on the state highway system.

(b) Economic competitiveness.—Ensuring that the state has a clear
understanding of the return on investment and economic impacts een-
segquenees of transportation infrastructure investments; and how such
investments affect the state’s economic competitiveness. The depart-
ment must develop a macroeconomic analysis of the linkages between
transportation investment and economic performance, as well as a
method to quantifiably measure the economic benefits of the district-
work-program investments. Such an analysis must analyze:

1. The state’s and district’s economic performance relative to the
competition.

2. The business environment as viewed from the perspective of
companies evaluating the state as a place in which to do business.

3. The state’s capacity to sustain long-term growth.

(¢) Connected transportation system Mebility.—Ensuring a cost-ef-
fective, statewide, interconnected transportation system that provides
for the most efficient and effective multimodality and mobility.

(d) Preserving Florida’s natural resources and quality of life.—
Prioritizing Florida’s natural resources and the quality of life of its
commaunities.

Section 8. Section 334.61, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
334.61 Traffic lane repurposing.—

(1) Whenever a governmental entity proposes any project that will
repurpose one or more existing traffic lanes, the governmental entity
shall include a traffic study to address any potential adverse impacts of
the project, including, but not limited to, changes in traffic congestion
and impacts on safety.

(2) If, following the study required by subsection (1), the govern-
mental entity elects to continue with the design of the project, it must
notify all affected property owners, impacted municipalities, and the
counties in which the project is located at least 180 days before the design
phase of the project is completed. The notice must provide a written
explanation regarding the need for the project, include information on
how to review the traffic study required by subsection (1), and indicate
that all affected parties will be given an opportunity to provide comments
to the proposing entity regarding potential impacts of the change.
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(3) The governmental entity shall hold at least one public meeting,
with at least 30 days’ prior notice, before completing the design phase of
the project in the jurisdiction where the project is located. At the public
meeting, the governmental entity shall explain the purpose of the project
and receive public input, including possible alternatives, to determine
the manner in which the project will affect the community.

(4) The governmental entity shall review all comments from the
public meeting and take the comments and any alternatives presented
during the meeting into consideration in the final design of the project.

Section 9. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section 338.231, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

338.231 Turnpike tolls, fixing; pledge of tolls and other revenues.—
The department shall at all times fix, adjust, charge, and collect such
tolls and amounts for the use of the turnpike system as are required in
order to provide a fund sufficient with other revenues of the turnpike
system to pay the cost of maintaining, improving, repairing, and oper-
ating such turnpike system; to pay the principal of and interest on all
bonds issued to finance or refinance any portion of the turnpike system
as the same become due and payable; and to create reserves for all such
purposes.

3

(¢) Notwithstanding any other previsien-of law to the contrary, any
prepaid toll account of any kind which has remained inactive for 10 3
years is shall-be presumed unclaimed, and its disposition shall be
handled by the Department of Financial Services in accordance with all
applicable provisions of chapter 717 relating to the disposition of un-
claimed property, and the prepaid toll account shall be closed by the
department.

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 338.26, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

338.26 Alligator Alley toll road.—

(3)(a) Fees generated from tolls shall be deposited in the State
Transportation Trust Fund and shall be used:

1. To reimburse outstanding contractual obligations;

2. To operate and maintain the highway and toll facilities, including
reconstruction and restoration;

3. To pay for those projects that are funded with Alligator Alley toll
revenues and that are contained in the 1993-1994 adopted work pro-
gram or the 1994-1995 tentative work program submitted to the Leg-
islature on February 22, 1994; and

4. By interlocal agreement effeetiveJuly1,-2019-throughno-later
thanJune 36,2027, to reimburse a local governmental entity for the

direct actual costs of operating the fire station at mile marker 63 on
Alligator Alley, which shall be used by the local governmental entity to
provide fire, rescue, and emergency management services exclusively to
the public on Alligator Alley. The local governmental entity must con-
tribute 10 percent of the direct actual operating costs.

a. The interlocal agreement effective July 1, 2019, through June 30,
2027, shall control until such time that the local governmental entity
and the department enter into a new agreement or agree to extend the
existing agreement. For the 2024-2025 fiscal year, the amount of reim-
bursement may not exceed $2 million.

b. By December 31, 2024, and every 5 years thereafter, the local
governmental entity shall provide a maintenance and operations com-
prehensive plan to the department. The comprehensive plan must in-
clude a current inventory of assets, including their projected service life,
and area service needs; the call and response history for emergency
services provided in the preceding 5 years on Alligator Alley, including
costs; and future projections for assets and equipment, including re-
placement or purchase needs, and operating costs.

c¢. The local governmental entity and the department shall review
and adopt the comprehensive plan as part of the interlocal agreement.
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d. In accordance with projected incoming toll revenues for Alligator
Alley, the department shall include the corresponding funding needs of
the comprehensive plan in the department’s work program, and the local
governmental entity shall include the same in its capital comprehensive
plan and appropriate fiscal year budget The-amount-of reimbursement

e. At the end of the term of the interlocal agreement, the ownership
and title of all fire, rescue, and emergency equipment purchased with
state funds and used at the fire station during the term of the interlocal
agreement transfers to the state.

Section 11.
tutes, to read:

Subsection (5) is added to section 339.08, Florida Sta-

339.08 Use of moneys in State Transportation Trust Fund.—

(5) The department may not expend any state funds as described in s.
215.31 to support a project or program of:

(a) A public transit provider as defined in s. 341.031(1);

(b) An authority created pursuant to chapter 343, chapter 348, or
chapter 349;

(¢) A public-use airport as defined in s. 332.004; or
(d) A port enumerated in s. 311.09(1)

which is found in violation of s. 381.00316. The department shall
withhold state funds until the public transit provider, authority, public-
use airport, or port is found in compliance with s. 381.00316.

Section 12. Section 339.0803, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

339.0803 Allocation of increased revenues derived from amend-
ments to s. 320.08 by ch. 2019-43.—

(1) Beginning in the 2021-2022 fiscal year and each fiscal year
thereafter, funds that result from increased revenues to the State
Transportation Trust Fund derived from the amendments to s. 320.08
made by chapter 2019-43, Laws of Florida, and deposited into the fund
pursuant to s. 320.20(5)(a) must be used to fund arterial highway pro-
jects identified by the department in accordance with s. 339.65 and may
be used for projects as specified in ss. 339.66 and 339.67. For purposes of
the funding provided in this section, the department shall prioritize use
of existing facilities or portions thereof when upgrading arterial high-
ways to limited or controlled access facilities. However, this section does
not preclude use of the funding for projects that enhance the capacity of
an arterial highway. The funds allocated as provided in this section
shall be in addition to any other statutory funding allocations provided
by law.

(2) Revenues deposited into the State Transportation Trust Fund
pursuant to s. 320.20(5)(a) shall first be available for appropriation for
payments under a service contract entered into with the Florida De-
partment of Transportation Financing Corporation pursuant to s.
339.0809(4) to fund arterial highway projects. For the corporation’s
bonding purposes, two or more of such projects in the department’s ap-
proved work program may be treated as a single project.

Section 13. Subsection (13) of section 339.0809, Florida Statutes, is
amended, and subsection (14) is added to that section, to read:

339.0809 Florida Department of Transportation Financing Cor-
poration.—

(13) The department may enter into a service contract in conjunc-
tion with the issuance of debt obligations as provided in this section
which provides for periodic payments for debt service or other amounts
payable with respect to debt obligations, plus any administrative ex-
penses of the Florida Department of Transportation Financing Cor-
poration. Funds appropriated for payments under a service contract
shall be available after funds pledged to payment on bonds but before
other statutorily required distributions.

(14) The department may enter into a service contract to finance the
projects authorized in s. 215 of ch. 2023-239, Laws of Florida, and in
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Budget Amendment EOG# 2024-B0112, and subsequently adopted into
the 5-year work program. Service contract payments may not exceed 7
percent of the funds deposited in the State Transportation Trust Fund in
each fiscal year. The annual payments under such service contract shall
be included in the department’s work program and legislative budget
request developed pursuant to s. 339.135. The department shall ensure
that the annual payments are programmed for the life of the service
contract before execution of the service contract and shall remain pro-
grammed until fully paid.

Section 14. Subsection (8) is added to section 339.2818, Florida
Statutes, to read:

339.2818 Small County Outreach Program.—

(8) Subject to specific appropriation in addition to funds appro-
priated for projects under this section, a local government either wholly
or partially within the Everglades Agricultural Area as defined in s.
373.4592(15), the Peace River Basin, or the Suwannee River Basin may
compete for additional funding using the criteria listed in paragraph
(4)(c) at up to 100 percent of project costs on state or county roads used
primarily as farm-to-market connections between rural agricultural
areas and market distribution centers, excluding capacity improvement
projects.

Section 15. Subsection (6) of section 341.051, Florida Statutes, is
amended, paragraphs (c) and (d) are added to subsection (2), and sub-
section (8) is added to that section, to read:

341.051 Administration and financing of public transit and intercity
bus service programs and projects.—

(2) PUBLIC TRANSIT PLAN.—

(¢) Any lane elimination or lane repurposing, recommendation, or
application relating to public transit projects must be approved by a two-
thirds vote of the transit authority board in a public meeting with a 30-
day public notice.

(d) Any action of eminent domain for acquisition of public transit
facilities carried out by a public transit provider must be discussed by
the public transit provider at a public meeting with a 30-day public
notice.

(6) ANNUAL APPROPRIATION.—Funds paid into the State
Transportation Trust Fund pursuant to s. 201.15 for the New Starts
Transit Program are hereby annually appropriated for expenditure to
support the New Starts Transit Program. The remaining unallocated
New Starts Transit Program funds as of June 30 of each fiscal year shall
be reallocated for the purpose of the Strategic Intermodal System within
the State Transportation Trust Fund.

(8) EXTERIOR VEHICLE WRAP, TINTING, PAINT, MARKET-
ING, AND ADVERTISING.—

(a) As a condition of receiving funds from the department, a public
transit provider may not expend department funds for marketing or
advertising activities, including any wrap, tinting, paint, or other
medium displayed, attached, or affixed on a bus, commercial motor ve-
hicle, or motor vehicle that is owned, leased, or operated by a public
transit provider that is limited to displaying a brand or logo of the public
transit provider, the official seal of the jurisdictional government entity,
or a state agency public service announcement.

(b) The department shall incorporate guidelines for the activities
allowed under paragraph (a) in the public transportation grant agree-
ment entered into with each public transit provider.

(¢) Any new wrap, tinting, paint, medium, or advertisement on the
passenger windows of a vehicle used by a public transit provider may not
be darker than the legally allowed window tinting requirements as
provided in s. 316.2954.

For purposes of this section, the term “net operating costs” means all
operating costs of a project less any federal funds, fares, or other sources
of income to the project.

Section 16. Subsection (4) is added to section 341.071, Florida Sta-
tutes, to read:
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341.071 Transit productivity and performance measures; reports.—
(4)(a) As used in this subsection, the term:

1. “General administration costs” includes, but is not limited to, costs
related to transit service development, injuries and damages, safety,
personnel administration, legal services, data processing, finance and
accounting, purchasing and stores, engineering, real estate manage-
ment, office management and services, customer service, promotion,
market research, and planning. The term does not include insurance
costs.

2. “Public transit provider” means a public agency providing public
transit service, including an authority created pursuant to part II of
chapter 343 or chapter 349. The term does not include the Central
Florida Commuter Rail or the authority created pursuant to part I of
chapter 343.

3. “Tier I provider” has the same meaning as in 49 C.F.R. part 625.
4. “Tier Il provider” has the same meaning as in 49 C.F.R. part 625.

(b) Beginning November 1, 2024, and annually thereafter, each
public transit provider, during a publicly noticed meeting, shall:

1. Certify that its budgeted and general administration costs are not
greater than 20 percent above the annual state average of administrative
costs for its respective tier.

2. Present a line-item budget report of its budgeted and actual gen-
eral administration costs.

3. Disclose all salaried executive and management level employees’
total compensation packages, ridership performance and metrics, and
any gift as defined in s. 112.312 accepted in exchange for contracts. This
disclosure shall be posted annually on the public transit provider’s
website.

(¢) To support compliance with paragraph (b), the department shall
determine, by tier, the annual state average of administrative costs by
determining the percentage of the total operating budget that is expended
on general administration costs in this state annually by March 31 to
inform the public transit provider’s budget for the following fiscal year.
Upon review and certification by the department, costs budgeted and
expended in association with nontransit-related engineering and con-
struction services may be excluded.

(d) A year-over-year cumulative increase of 3 percent or more in
general administration costs must be reviewed before the start of the next
fiscal year and must be reviewed and approved by the department before
approval by the public transportation provider’s governing board.

Section 17. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 341.822,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

341.822 Powers and duties.—

(2)(a) In addition to the powers granted to the department, the en-
terprise has full authority to exercise all powers granted to it under this
chapter. Powers shall include, but are not limited to, the ability to plan,
construct mamtaln repair, and operate a high-speed rail system, te

to coordinate the development and operation of
publicly funded passenger rail systems in the state, and to preserve and
acquire future rail corridors and rights-of-way in coordination with the
department’s planning of the State Highway System.

Section 18. Subsection (6) of section 28.37, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

28.37 Fines, fees, service charges, and costs remitted to the state.—

(6) Ten percent of all court-related fines collected by the clerk, ex-
cept for penalties or fines distributed to counties or municipalities
under s. 316.0083(1)(b)3. or s. 318.18(16)(a) s—33838A5¥a), must be
deposited into the fine and forfeiture fund to be used exclusively for
clerk court-related functions, as provided in s. 28.35(3)(a).

Section 19. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 142.01, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
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142.01 Fine and forfeiture fund; disposition of revenue; clerk of the
circuit court.—

(1) There shall be established by the clerk of the circuit court in each
county of this state a separate fund to be known as the fine and for-
feiture fund for use by the clerk of the circuit court in performing court-
related functions. The fund shall consist of the following:

(¢) Court costs pursuant to ss. 28.2402(1)(b), 34.045(1)(b),
318.14(10)(b), 318.18(12)(a) 33838@A ey, 327.73(9)(a) and (11)(a), and
938.05(3).

Section 20. Subsection (4) of section 316.1951, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316.1951 Parking for certain purposes prohibited; sale of motor
vehicles; prohibited acts.—

(4) A local government may adopt an ordinance to allow the towing
of a motor vehicle parked in violation of this section. A law enforcement
officer, compliance officer, code enforcement officer from any local gov-
ernment agency, or supervisor of the department may issue a citation
and cause to be immediately removed at the owner’s expense any motor
vehicle found in violation of subsection (1), except as provided in sub-
sections (2) and (3), or in violation of subsection (5), subsection (6),
subsection (7), or subsection (8), and the owner shall be assessed a
penalty as provided in s. 318.18(22) s—31818(21H by the government
agency or authority that orders immediate removal of the motor vehicle.
A motor vehicle removed under this section shall not be released from
an impound or towing and storage facility before a release form pre-
scribed by the department has been completed verifying that the fine
has been paid to the government agency or authority that ordered im-
mediate removal of the motor vehicle. However, the owner may pay
towing and storage charges to the towing and storage facility pursuant
to s. 713.78 before payment of the fine or before the release form has
been completed.

Section 21. Subsection (4) of section 316.306, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316.306 School and work zones; prohibition on the use of a wireless
communications device in a handheld manner.—

(4)(a) Any person who violates this section commits a noncriminal
traffic infraction, punishable as a moving violation, as provided in
chapter 318, and shall have 3 points assessed against his or her driver
license as set forth in s. 322.27(3)(d)8. s—3822-2H3¥&* For a first of-
fense under this section, in lieu of the penalty specified in s. 318.18 and
the assessment of points, a person who violates this section may elect to
participate in a wireless communications device driving safety program
approved by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles.
Upon completion of such program, the penalty specified in s. 318.18 and
associated costs may be waived by the clerk of the court and the as-
sessment of points must be waived.

(b) The clerk of the court may dismiss a case and assess court costs
in accordance with s. 318.18(12)(a) s—33838a) for a nonmoving
traffic infraction for a person who is cited for a first time violation of this
section if the person shows the clerk proof of purchase of equipment that
enables his or her personal wireless communications device to be used
in a hands-free manner.

Section 22. Subsection (7) of section 316.622, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316.622 Farm labor vehicles.—

(7) A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction,
punishable as provided in s. 318.18(17) s—3181816).

Section 23. Section 318.121, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

318.121 Preemption of additional fees, fines, surcharges, and
costs.—Notwithstanding any general or special law, or municipal or
county ordinance, additional fees, fines, surcharges, or costs other than
the court costs and surcharges assessed under s. 318.18(12), (14), (19),
(20), and (23) s—3383831);:-13);-(38);-(19);-and(22) may not be added to

the civil traffic penalties assessed under this chapter.
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Section 24. Subsections (13), (16) through (19), and (21) of section
318.21, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

318.21 Disposition of civil penalties by county courts.—All civil
penalties received by a county court pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter shall be distributed and paid monthly as follows:

(13) Of the proceeds from the fine under s. 318.18(16) s—3183185),
$65 shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
Administrative Trust Fund of the Department of Health and the re-
maining $60 shall be distributed pursuant to subsections (1) and (2).

(16) The proceeds from the fines described in s. 318.18(17) s
318-18(16) shall be remitted to the law enforcement agency that issues
the citation for a violation of s. 316.622. The funds must be used for
continued education and enforcement of s. 316.622 and other related
safety measures contained in chapter 316.

(17) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the proceeds from the
administrative fee sureharge imposed under s. 318.18(18) s—318183H
shall be distributed as provided in that subsection. This subsection
expires July 1, 2026.

(18) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the proceeds from the
administrative fee imposed under s. 318.18(19) s—33838(18) shall be
distributed as provided in that subsection.

(19) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the proceeds from the
fees ArticleV-assessment imposed under s. 318.18(20) s—3181819)
shall be distributed as provided in that subsection.

(21) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the proceeds from the
additional penalties imposed pursuant to s. 318.18(5)(c) and (21) 20y
shall be distributed as provided in that section.

Section 25. Subsection (1) of section 395.4036, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

395.4036 Trauma payments.—

(1) Recognizing the Legislature’s stated intent to provide financial
support to the current verified trauma centers and to provide incentives
for the establishment of additional trauma centers as part of a system of
state-sponsored trauma centers, the department shall utilize funds
collected under s. 318.18 and deposited into the Emergency Medical
Services Trust Fund of the department to ensure the availability and
accessibility of trauma services throughout the state as provided in this
subsection.

(a) Funds collected under s. 318.18(16) s—318318(15) shall be dis-
tributed as follows:

1. Twenty percent of the total funds collected during the state fiscal
year shall be distributed to verified trauma centers that have a local
funding contribution as of December 31. Distribution of funds under
this subparagraph shall be based on trauma caseload volume for the
most recent calendar year available.

2. Forty percent of the total funds collected shall be distributed to
verified trauma centers based on trauma caseload volume for the most
recent calendar year available. The determination of caseload volume
for distribution of funds under this subparagraph shall be based on the
hospital discharge data for patients who meet the criteria for classifi-
cation as a trauma patient reported by each trauma center pursuant to
s. 408.061.

3. Forty percent of the total funds collected shall be distributed to
verified trauma centers based on severity of trauma patients for the
most recent calendar year available. The determination of severity for
distribution of funds under this subparagraph shall be based on the
department’s International Classification Injury Severity Scores or
another statistically valid and scientifically accepted method of strati-
fying a trauma patient’s severity of injury, risk of mortality, and re-
source consumption as adopted by the department by rule, weighted
based on the costs associated with and incurred by the trauma center in
treating trauma patients. The weighting of scores shall be established
by the department by rule.
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(b) Funds collected under s. 318.18(5)(c) and (21) €26) shall be dis-
tributed as follows:

1. Thirty percent of the total funds collected shall be distributed to
Level II trauma centers operated by a public hospital governed by an
elected board of directors as of December 31, 2008.

2. Thirty-five percent of the total funds collected shall be distributed
to verified trauma centers based on trauma caseload volume for the
most recent calendar year available. The determination of caseload
volume for distribution of funds under this subparagraph shall be based
on the hospital discharge data for patients who meet the criteria for
classification as a trauma patient reported by each trauma center
pursuant to s. 408.061.

3. Thirty-five percent of the total funds collected shall be distributed
to verified trauma centers based on severity of trauma patients for the
most recent calendar year available. The determination of severity for
distribution of funds under this subparagraph shall be based on the
department’s International Classification Injury Severity Scores or
another statistically valid and scientifically accepted method of strati-
fying a trauma patient’s severity of injury, risk of mortality, and re-
source consumption as adopted by the department by rule, weighted
based on the costs associated with and incurred by the trauma center in
treating trauma patients. The weighting of scores shall be established
by the department by rule.

Section 26. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section 768.1382,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

768.1382 Streetlights, security lights, and other similar illumina-
tion; limitation on liability.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(e) “Streetlight provider” means the state or any of the state’s offi-
cers, agencies, or instrumentalities, any political subdivision as defined
in s. 1.01, any public utility as defined in s. 366.02(8), or any electric
utility as defined in s. 366.02(4). For purposes of this section, electric
utility shall include subsidiaries of an electric utility, regardless of
whether the electric utility or subsidiary is providing electric street light
service inside or outside of its regulated territory.

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 458-562 and insert: tentative work program; amending
s. 316.1575, F.S.; revising provisions requiring a person approaching a
railroad-highway grade crossing to stop within a certain distance from
the nearest rail; revising penalties; amending s. 316.1576, F.S.; revising
circumstances under which a person is prohibited from driving a vehicle
through a railroad-highway grade crossing; revising penalties; amend-
ing s. 318.18, F.S.; revising the penalties for certain offenses; amending
s. 322.27, F.S.; revising the point system for convictions for violations of
motor vehicle laws and ordinances; amending s. 334.046, F.S.; revising
provisions relating to the department’s mission, goals, and objectives;
creating s. 334.61, F.S.; requiring governmental entities that propose
certain projects to conduct a traffic study; requiring the governmental
entity to give notice of a decision to continue with the design phase of a
project to property owners, impacted municipalities, and counties af-
fected by such projects within a specified timeframe; providing notice
requirements; requiring such governmental entities to hold a public
meeting, with a specified period of prior notice, before completion of the
design phase of such projects; providing requirements for such public
meetings; requiring such governmental entities to review and take into
consideration comments and alternatives presented in public meetings
in the final project design; amending s. 338.231, F.S.; revising the
length of time before which an inactive prepaid toll account becomes
unclaimed property; amending s. 338.26, F.S.; providing that a specified
interlocal agreement related to the Alligator Alley toll road controls the
use of certain State Transportation Trust Fund moneys until the local
governmental entity and the department enter into a new agreement or
agree to extend the existing agreement; limiting the amount of reim-
bursement for the 2024-2025 fiscal year; requiring the local govern-
mental entity, by a specified date and at specified intervals thereafter,
to provide a maintenance and operations comprehensive plan to the
department; providing requirements for the comprehensive plan; re-
quiring the local governmental entity and the department to review and
adopt the comprehensive plan as part of the interlocal agreement; re-
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quiring the department, in accordance with certain projections, to in-
clude the corresponding funding needs in the department’s work pro-
gram; requiring the local governmental entity to include such needs in
its capital comprehensive plan and appropriate fiscal year budget; re-
quiring that ownership and title of certain equipment purchased with
state funds and used at a specified fire station during the term of the
interlocal agreement transfer to the state at the end of the term of the
agreement; amending s. 339.08, F.S.; prohibiting the department from
expending state funds to support a project or program of specified en-
tities; requiring the department to withhold state funds until such en-
tities are in compliance with a specified provision; amending s.
339.0803, F.S.; prioritizing availability of certain revenues deposited
into the State Transportation Trust Fund for payments under service
contracts with the Florida Department of Transportation Financing
Corporation to fund arterial highway projects; providing that two or
more such projects may be treated as a single project for certain pur-
poses; amending s. 339.0809, F.S.; specifying availability of funds ap-
propriated for payments under a service contract with the corporation;
authorizing the department to enter into service contracts to finance
certain projects; providing requirements for annual service contract
payments; requiring the department, before execution of a service
contract, to ensure that annual payments are programmed for the life of
the contract and to ensure that they remain programmed until fully
paid; authorizing the department to retain interest earnings on speci-
fied appropriations; requiring such interest earnings to be spent on
specified projects; amending s. 339.2818, F.S.; authorizing, subject to
appropriation, a local government within a specified area to compete for
funding using specified criteria on specified roads; providing an excep-
tion; amending s. 341.051, F.S.; providing voting and meeting notice
requirements for specified public transit projects; providing meeting
notice requirements for discussion of specified actions by a public
transit provider; requiring that certain unallocated funds for the New
Starts Transit Program be reallocated for the purpose of the Strategic
Intermodal System; providing for expiration of the reallocation; prohi-
biting, as a condition of receiving state funds, public transit providers
from expending such funds for specified marketing or advertising ac-
tivities; requiring the department to incorporate certain guidelines in
the public transportation grant agreement entered into with each public
transit provider; prohibiting certain wraps, tinting, paint, media, or
advertisements on passenger windows of public transit provider ve-
hicles from being darker than certain window tinting requirements;
amending s. 341.071, F.S.; defining terms; beginning on a specified date
and annually thereafter, requiring each public transit provider to take
specified actions during a publicly noticed meeting; requiring that a
certain disclosure be posted on public transit providers’ websites; re-
quiring the department to determine the annual state average of gen-
eral administrative costs; authorizing certain costs to be excluded from
such annual state average; requiring a specified increase in general
administrative costs to be reviewed and approved by certain entities;
amending s. 341.822, F.S.; revising the powers of the Florida Rail En-
terprise; amending s. 768.1382, F.S.; revising the definition of the term
“streetlight provider”; amending ss. 28.37, 142.01, 316.1951, 316.306,
316.622, 318.121, 318.21, and 395.4036, F.S.; conforming cross-refer-
ences; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; providing an
effective date.

Amendment 1 (207018), as amended, was adopted.

On motion by Senator DiCeglie, by two-thirds vote, CS for CS for CS
for HB 1301, as amended, was read the third time by title, passed, and
certified to the House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Madam President Calatayud Martin
Albritton Collins Mayfield
Avila Davis Osgood
Baxley DiCeglie Perry
Berman Garcia Pizzo
Book Grall Polsky
Boyd Gruters Rodriguez
Bradley Harrell Rouson
Brodeur Hooper Simon
Broxson Hutson Stewart
Burgess Ingoglia Thompson
Burton Jones Torres
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Trumbull Wright Yarborough
Nays—1

Powell

Vote after roll call:

Nay to Yea—Powell

CS for SB 1256—A bill to be entitled An act relating to voter regis-
tration applications; amending s. 97.053, F.S.; providing an exception to
a requirement that certain voter registration applicants must be re-
gistered without party affiliation; amending s. 97.057, F.S.; requiring
the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to notify certain
individuals of certain information; prohibiting the department from
changing the party affiliation of an applicant except in certain cir-
cumstances; requiring the department to provide an applicant with a
certain receipt; revising the methods by which an applicant may decline
to register to vote or update certain voter registration information;
prohibiting a person providing voter registration services for a driver
license office from taking certain actions; requiring the department to
ensure that information technology processes and updates do not alter
certain information without written consent; requiring the department
to be in full compliance with the act within a certain period; providing
an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of CS for SB 1256, pursuant to Rule
3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for HB 135 was withdrawn from
the Committee on Fiscal Policy.

On motion by Senator Martin—

CS for HB 135—A bill to be entitled An act relating to voter regis-
tration applications; amending s. 97.053, F.S.; providing an exception to
a requirement that certain voter registration applicants must be re-
gistered without party affiliation; amending s. 97.057, F.S.; requiring
the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to notify certain
individuals of certain information; prohibiting the department from
changing the party affiliation of an applicant except in certain cir-
cumstances; requiring the department to provide an applicant with a
certain receipt; prohibiting a person providing voter registration ser-
vices for a driver license office from taking certain actions; requiring the
department to ensure that information technology processes and up-
dates do not alter certain information without written consent; requir-
ing the department to be in full compliance with this act within a cer-
tain period; providing an effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 1256 and
read the second time by title.

SENATOR PERRY PRESIDING
Senator Martin moved the following amendment which was adopted:
Amendment 1 (830180)—Delete line 111 and insert:
Section 4. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.
On motion by Senator Martin, by two-thirds vote, CS for HB 135, as

amended, was read the third time by title, passed, and certified to the
House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—40

Madam President Broxson Gruters
Albritton Burgess Harrell
Avila Burton Hooper
Baxley Calatayud Hutson
Berman Collins Ingoglia
Book Davis Jones
Boyd DiCeglie Martin
Bradley Garcia Mayfield
Brodeur Grall Osgood
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Perry Rouson Trumbull
Pizzo Simon Wright
Polsky Stewart Yarborough
Powell Thompson

Rodriguez Torres

Nays—None

CS for SB 1360—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Red Tide Mitigation and Technology Development Initiative; amending
s. 379.2273, F.S.; requiring the initiative to develop recommendations
for deployment of certain technologies and approaches and submit a
report to the Department of Environmental Protection, the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, and certain state agencies; requiring the depart-
ment to submit an evaluation regarding the technologies and ap-
proaches to Mote Marine Laboratory within a specified time period and
amend regulatory or permitting processes and expedite regulatory re-
views under certain circumstances; removing the expiration date of the
initiative; providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of CS for SB 1360, pursuant to Rule
3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for CS for HB 1565 was with-
drawn from the Committee on Fiscal Policy.

On motion by Senator Gruters—

CS for CS for HB 1565—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the
Florida Red Tide Mitigation and Technology Development Initiative;
amending s. 379.2273, F.S.; requiring the initiative to develop recom-
mendations for deployment of certain technologies and approaches and
submit a report to the Department of Environmental Protection, the
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services, and specified state agencies; requiring
the department to submit an evaluation regarding the technologies and
approaches to Mote Marine Laboratory within a specified time period
and amend regulatory or permitting processes and expedite regulatory
reviews under certain circumstances; removing the expiration date of
the initiative; providing an effective date.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for SB 1360 and
read the second time by title.

On motion by Senator Gruters, by two-thirds vote, CS for CS for HB
1565 was read the third time by title, passed, and certified to the House.
The vote on passage was:

Yeas—40

Madam President Davis Pizzo
Albritton DiCeglie Polsky
Avila Garcia Powell
Baxley Grall Rodriguez
Berman Gruters Rouson
Book Harrell Simon
Boyd Hooper Stewart
Bradley Hutson Thompson
Brodeur Ingoglia Torres
Broxson Jones Trumbull
Burgess Martin Wright
Burton Mayfield Yarborough
Calatayud Osgood

Collins Perry

Nays—None

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE BAXLEY

At the direction of the President, the Senate proceeded to the re-
cognition of President Pro Tempore Dennis Baxley, honoring his years
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of service to the Senate as he approaches the completion of his term for
the 13th Senate District.

SPECIAL GUESTS

The President introduced Senator Baxley’s wife, Ginette, who
couldn’t be here today, but was watching from home; son, Micah and his
wife, Jennifer, and their children, Martha, Katherine, Hazel, and Wil-
liam; son, Justin, and his wife, Erin, and their children, Joshua and
Jacob, and his wife, Mia; son, Damon, and his wife, Melissa; son, Jef-
frey; and daughter, Renee, who were present in the chamber.

The President introduced Senator Baxley’s district staff, Debbie
Dennis, who was present in the chamber.

The President introduced Senator Baxley’s district staff, Gabriella
Polera, and intern, Jacob Laasko, who were present in the gallery.

The President introduced Senator Baxley’s former staff, Alexandria
Kernan and Matthew McClain, Marion County Commissioner, who
were present in the gallery.

The President introduced Senator Baxley’s guest, Judge Lori Cotton,
who was present in the gallery.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

A video tribute was played honoring Senator Baxley.

REMARKS

On motion by Senator Mayfield, by two-thirds vote, the following
remarks by President Pro Tempore Baxley were ordered spread upon
the Journal.

Senator Baxley: That is an insightful experience, to have been
through something like this. You try to come across but then you say,
“How do you come across?” It has been nearly 25 years since I was first
elected to the Florida Legislature. I did two tours in the Florida House,
and then I was able to move to the upper chamber.

As I reflect on this time in my life, two things come very clearly to my
mind. One is a quarter of a century went by really fast. I cannot believe
it’s almost over, this 25-year period. I have so much to be thankful for,
and that is what I want to focus on today. All of us have something,
much to be thankful for. First of all, just the Senate family, 'm thankful
for my Senate family. We're a big family—40 of us from across the
Sunshine State. We bring different perspectives—just like the 22+
million people we represent and serve. We share a common mission, to
serve our state and its people, that they might prosper in all ways.

You all have added immensely to my life. You can learn something
from everyone you meet. Like today—they’ll give you insights that you
would not find anywhere else. I'm thankful to the incredible leaders who
taught me so much about serving others, key among them, of course, is
Madam President, Kathleen Passidomo. Madam President, you have
invested so much of your time, your energy, and your talent in serving
this state. Nothing significant is ever done alone. She surrounded her-
self with other leaders—talented people and hard workers—and she
united us in a noble effort to build this great Florida future. I'm so
grateful to be a part of that story. Thank you, Madam President, for
investing so much of your skill in me.

During my time in the Senate, I'm thankful for the opportunities that
I was given to mentor others. There is nothing more fulfilling than to be
an encourager, and we all need them. You all know that my door is
always open. I can give you four things—I can give you a cup of coffee, a
listening ear, a hug to comfort, and a prayer to lift you. I know it works
because when I give them away, I'm encouraged. Be an encourager.
Another thing that I'm extremely grateful for is my roommate. Speak-
ing of great mentors and friends, I'm thankful for my roommate, Ap-
propriations Chair Doug Broxson. He’s more than a roommate, he’s a
brother. We prayed together every morning that the good Lord would
give us strength to serve and lend light to our path. We prayed for
you. Doug’s wife, Mary, shared that mission with us of serving others
and was our encourager. Thank you, Mary, for being a part of our
journey.
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Then, of course, Ginette, my faithful wonderful wife and lifemate for
51 years so far. I give thanks to God for Ginette every day. I'm thankful
to her for sending me here. She sent me. She said, “You have a calling,
and I'm not going.” I said, “What does that look like?” She said, “You
don’t need me to hold your hand. You need to go and build a better world
because we don’t know where all these kids and grandkids are going to
wind up.” I said, “Well, if you’ll stay here, I'll go.” That’s the way we did
it. She runs my real world, and she’s the best at it, the best in the world.
I'm thankful to Ginette for running that real world back home and down
every trail. You've given me the most beautiful family, Heavenly Fa-
ther, and we are blessed. Ginette is the most selfless person I know. She
doesn’t think of herself last; she really doesn’t think of herself at all.
She’s always about the other. All I can say is, “Je t’aime beaucoup pour
toujours.” I love you always, my little French girl. So there you have it,
one blessed life. Onward and upward.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Senators Albritton and Book, on behalf of the Senate, having ac-
knowleged President Pro Tempore Baxley as the first and only Floridian
to serve as Pro Tempore in both chambers, presented him with a plaque
in the Senate Chamber listing Senator Baxley’s dates of service in the
Florida Legislature and his terms as Pro Tempore of the respective
chambers.

On behalf of the Senate, the President presented President Pro
Tempore Baxley with a framed ceremonial copy of SB 272 (2021) Rare
Disease Advisory Council, ch. 2021-122, Laws of Florida, which was
sponsored by Senator Baxley and became law during his legislative
career. This bill from the 2021 Regular Session establishes the Rare
Disease Advisory Council to provide recommendations to improve the
health outcomes of Floridians who have a rare disease. The Council
provides recommendations to the Governor and Surgeon General each
year. There may be as many as 7,000 rare diseases. The total number of
Americans living with a rare disease is estimated between 25-30 mil-
lion. While the individual diseases may be rare, the total number of
people with a rare disease is large, and the council creates awareness
and research opportunities to help impacted Floridians live a better
quality of life.

SENATOR BROXSON PRESIDING

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF
PRESIDENT PASSIDOMO

At the direction of Senator Broxson, the Senate proceeded to the re-
cognition of President Kathleen Passidomo, honoring her years of ser-
vice to the Senate as she approaches the completion of her term as
President of the Senate.

SPECIAL GUESTS

Senator Broxson introduced President Passidomo’s husband, John;
and daughter, Gabriella Passidomo, Commissioner of the Florida Public
Service Commission, who were present in the chamber.

Senator Broxson introduced President Passidomo’s district staff,
Sheri Green, Paul Hayden, and Kevin Martinez, who were present in
the chamber.

Senator Broxson introduced former Senators Lizbeth Benacquisto
and Ray Rodrigues, Chancellor of the State University System of
Florida, who were present in the chamber.

Senator Broxson introduced Speaker Paul Renner, Representative
Bob Rommel, former Speaker Steve Crisafulli, and former Represen-
tative Dane Eagle, who were present in the chamber.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

A video tribute was played honoring President Passidomo.
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Senator Albritton introduced Matt Dunagan with the Sheriff’'s Asso-
ciation and Sergeant Brian Walkowiak with the Lee County Sheriff’s
Office K9 Unit.

On behalf of the Senate, Senators Albritton and Book presented the
President with Birdie, a 2-year-old yellow lab who will be working in
Lee County as a Safe School Canine.

Senator Albritton: President Passidomo, we are pleased to pre-
sent your gift from the Senators. You are now a safe school canine
partner! Birdie will be working in Lee County as a Safe School Canine.

Senator Book: For our guests, the Florida Safe Schools Canine
Program, a priority of President Passidomo, was created last year for
the purpose of designating a person, school, or business entity as a
Florida Safe Schools Canine Partner who pays for or raises funds for a
law enforcement agency to purchase, train, or care for a firearm de-
tection dog. These dogs contribute to a safe and welcoming school
community, furthering a community-wide investment and engagement
in school safety and public safety initiatives. The program seeks to
foster relationships between schools, local businesses, and law en-
forcement, promoting trust and confidence in the ability of law en-
forcement to keep schools and communities safe.

Senator Albritton: Firearm dogs act as liaisons between students
and law enforcement agencies and serve as ambassadors for a law en-
forcement agency to improve community engagement. President
Passidomo, Birdie joined the Lee County Sheriff’s Office about a month
ago and is in training with Sergeant Walkowiak. When her training is
complete, she will join “Sky,” another Lee County K-9 Officer as a Safe
School Canine. Congratulations.

RETIRING OF PORTRAIT

Senator Broxson: It is our Senate tradition that the first pre-
sidential portrait on the west side of the Chamber be retired to the
Historic Capitol.

Senator Hutson: John Stansel Taylor, Sr., was born near the set-
tlement of Largo in 1871. His family owned and operated a large citrus
estate. He served in the Florida House of Representatives in the 1905
Session and introduced the legislation to incorporate the City of Largo.
In November of 1920, John S. Taylor was elected to represent State
Senate District 11, and he immediately began introducing bills to en-
courage the growth of Pinellas County. Four years later, his area of
concern would increase again as his fellow Senators elected him as their
President for the 1925 Session. Florida’s population had just broken
through the one million mark. President Taylor left the Senate in 1927
and passed away in 1936.

UNVEILING OF PORTRAIT

Senator Broxson invited President Passidomo and her family to the
front of the chamber where the President’s portrait was unveiled by
Sergeant at Arms Damien Kelly. The portrait was created by artist
Steven Davis of Leon Loard Portraits.

REMARKS

On motion by Senator Mayfield, by two-thirds vote, the following
remarks were ordered spread upon the Journal.

President Passidomo: First of all, I can’t imagine a better gift
than one of those precious dogs for our schools because I've always had a
thought—and I understand that these bad guys may not be afraid of
bullets or law enforcement but, for some reason, they are afraid of being
bitten by a dog. I think having a dog in every school, that is trained, will
really help keep our schools safe. The best part about it is that these
animals are friendly and will become friends with the students, and
create a relationship between law enforcement and the kids, which is
really what we want. I want to thank you all. It’s really the best gift I
can imagine. Thank you.

I didn’t want to make a big deal about my portrait unveiling since, as
you all know by now, I'm not leaving until my term ends. It was not
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until yesterday that I invited some friends to be a part of today’s cere-
mony. Thank you all for coming, especially Speaker Renner. I know it’s
a busy day for you too, but you are like my brother, and I am so glad you
could be here. My friends in the process, in the gallery—you know how I
like to have fun calling you temporary friends—whether that is true or
not, only time will tell. I have truly enjoyed our association, and I'm
looking forward to continuing to work with all of you over the next two
years.

This is really not my farewell speech. I have two more years to give,
and I don’t think this is a moment to mark my tenure in the Florida
Senate. Not only that, but the accomplishments of my time as Senate
President are not mine alone. The accomplishments of this chamber, of
this legislature, on behalf of this state, are not mine to herald. They
belong to every single person in this room and so many more. What we
have accomplished is because of our constituents. For me, the voters in
District 28 who elected me to represent them so many years ago—they
trusted me to represent them in Tallahassee—first in the House and
now in the Senate. Every day of the week and twice on Sunday, even
when Sunday is full of budget negotiations that y’all kind of en-
gendered, I feel so privileged to be here. Thank you for the privilege of
electing me to preside over this chamber for the last two years.

Each time I come up on the rostrum and I look out over this chamber,
I am reminded of the awesome responsibility we all have. I'm glad our
retiring Senators were able to share the experiences that they had over
these last number of years. What we have accomplished together was
possible because of the supporters in Florida who helped get us here. We
need to thank the voters, our constituents, who brought us all to Tal-
lahassee to do this work. What we have accomplished is due to the hard
work of the Senators in this chamber. Each and every one of you were
elected to serve, and you did just that. You have been hearing the
concerns of your constituents. You are working to come up with solu-
tions to the challenges we face. You traveled to Tallahassee for weeks on
end, late nights, and countless hours to pass meaningful policies that
better our state.

We could not, however, do this without our teams. The staff in the
President’s Office—you are so incredibly experienced, professional, and
grounded. You all do the yeoman’s work. Your leadership, your counsel,
your analysis, and your understanding of every issue helps us to do our
jobs in the most impactful way. Andrew, Katie, and Reynold, my three
amigos—you three are so different but together, you make one heck of a
team. I'm not sure where I’d be in this position without you. Thank you,
thank you, thank you. Every day, here at the Capitol, is a joy to work
side by side with you. As I call them, my minions—that’s another
story—at times, it has been rough going, but I always knew you had my
back and for that, I will be eternally grateful. My policy advisors, the
minions—Allie, Jennifer, Kathy, Lauren, Jay, and Christie—you
brought focus to every conversation and reason to every debate. Every
bill we worked on together was better for all your hard work. I couldn’t
thank you enough.

Megan and Sam, my two guardians, I appreciate you both more than
you know. I don’t think the lobbyists do at times.

Madam Secretary, you are amazing. The chamber runs smoothly
because of you and your team.

Sergeant Kelly, sometimes called my shadow, you, Dustin, Zane, and
the rest of your team help keep the trains running safely and on time.

I want to say something about our housekeeping staff. Sherrie is
already here when I arrive in the morning. Teresa is here late in the
evenings usually waiting for me to leave, with her vacuum. I'm like,
“Okay, I'm going, I'm going.”

There have been so many early morning coffees and late night chats. I
cherish those moments. Rusty and Gary, I don’t know if you’re in here in
the chamber—they have been just wonderful, wonderful people to spend
time with at 6 o’clock in the morning.

Ronnie and staff in the Majority Office are instrumental in helping us
get our bills across the finish line. They work quietly and unobtrusively
behind the scenes to make us look good.
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Jacqui Peters, Carlos Rey, Audrey Mathews, Tom Yeatman, Phil
Twogood, and Shasta Kruse, you rock—you know how much you mean
to me and to our Senators.

The multimedia team—Bettsy, Darryl, Paul, and crew—are some of
the most talented people in the process. All of us have been recipients of
that creativity.

Tim, John, Ashley, Tonya, and the whole amazing Appropriations
staff—you stayed up all night over the weekend to make sure we can
finish on time on Friday. I wish I could name them all, but the list is so
long, it would take all day. Thank you all to our sweet Appropriations
team.

My district staff, Sheri, Kevin, and Paul—your service to our con-
stituents is above and beyond. We all know that we could not do what
we do here without our staff support, particularly in the district to serve
our constituents. That’s what our main job is, and that’s what makes us
effective. I want to thank you so much for what you do.

All the staff directors, aides, and assistants across the state—every
one of you plays an important role in this process. We are so grateful for
your dedication and contribution to this great state.

Together, as voters, supporters, Senators, and staff, we have accom-
plished so much for our great free State of Florida.

I've been proud of our work on kitchen table issues important to
growing families and seniors. More Floridians have options to live local
in the heart of the communities they serve. More Floridians will be
living healthy as we grow Florida’s health care workforce, expand ac-
cess, and invest in innovation. More Floridians are learning local
through universal school choice or in neighborhood public schools that
have served our communities for generations. Through our compact to
conserve, the Florida Wildlife portal will one day be our Central Park as
we preserve our state’s great beauty for future generations to come. I'm
very proud of our state budgets over the last two years. We wisely
utilized pandemic funds to make critical one-time investments in our
infrastructure—from roads and bridges to education facilities, to clean
water and coastal resilience. Instead of spending all of what we have, we
are paying down our debt, setting aside historic reserves, and providing
for meaningful tax relief so that Floridians keep more of their hard-
earned money.

These are not my accomplishments. They are all yours—the voters,
our supporters, Senators, and our staff. I am just so proud to lead this
great chamber, and I am amazed at what we have accomplished to-
gether. Thank you so much for this opportunity to be your Senate
President.

If this portrait could represent all of the people, hearts, and minds
that contributed to our accomplishments, it would be more appropriate.
For now, I guess my face—depending on which one you want—will have
to represent us all.

On a personal note, I need to thank my family who supported me
throughout this journey. I know they are incredibly proud to see my
portrait hang in this chamber. John, in case I haven’t told you lately,
you are my best and permanent friend and the love of my life. Thank
you for being my partner to help us raise our girls, grow and advance
our careers, and for supporting me in my public service. You were a
great First Gentleman or, as my staff likes to say, the “King Consort.” I
say, “He who must be obeyed.” Our reign is now coming to an end, but
you’ll always be my First Gentleman and the king of our family.

Our three daughters—Caterina, Francesca, and Gabriella—I'm so
proud of the women they have become. You know, it’s not lost on me the
time I lost with them. I've always wanted to make sure that our time
together was special, even if it was eating takeout in my law office after
a soccer game, which happened lots of times. I'm so grateful to my
family for their support and for always keeping me grounded. Actually,
I like a little story—so when I was first elected to the Florida House,
they brought us all in for orientation onto the floor. I had never been on
the floor of any chamber anywhere. I remember we all walked in, and it
just hit me. It was like the most amazing feeling I've had. I was just
enthralled. I sat down in my predecessor’s desk, which was right in the
front—not knowing I'd be in the back—and I texted my family. I said, “I
can’t believe it. I am sitting on the floor of the Florida House of Rep-
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resentatives.” I get a text back from Caterina: “Don’t get your skirt
dirty.” So, you know, that’s how we keep each other grounded, and I
really appreciated that. I know my mom and dad would have loved to be
here. I am who I am because of them, and I'm lucky for the time I had
with them. I know they are up there watching down over us now.

Now back to you, Senators. We leave this term with many, many
great memories. So many of the memories with you were shared over
meals, whether it was my Italian cooking, your family specialties, or
meals at iconic restaurants throughout the state—whether we were on
the campaign trail or on the redistricting trail or our Senate Foodie
Fétes. We shared so many great moments and created memories to last
us a lifetime, so, I created a cookbook. It features many of my favorite
family recipes. The task was hard for me to do because I don’t have any
of them written down—they’re muscle memory. I just whip up some-
thing with items I have in the fridge, freezer, or pantry. Last night,
John came in really late—and as I've been complaining to staff—I have
nothing in the refrigerator but chocolate and a few other things. I
whipped up a pretty darn good meal. For me, cooking is more a feeling
than a recipe. I wanted to leave you with a few of my favorite recipes.
Like our accomplishments in the Florida Senate, this cookbook is not
my own. Each of you have one on the desk. It belongs to every one of you.
It features recipes from every member of the Florida Senate. Many of
you contributed recipes that are important to your family. Some of you
contributed holiday favorites. Others contributed hometown specials
from a local restaurant in your district. This cookbook represents every
one of you, and it represents every part of Florida. I hope that you will
all enjoy this cookbook. Test out one or a dozen or all 40+ recipes and,
when you do, celebrate all parts of Florida. Enjoy the memories we
made together.

I'll close by saying, “Thank you for the memories.” These are mem-
ories I will cherish for the rest of my life. You have awarded me the
honor of a lifetime to lead this chamber. I will be stepping down in
November as your President, but I'm excited about the opportunity to
continue to serve under my friend, President Designate Ben Albritton.
He’s an amazing man, and I know the next two years will be fruitful
under his steady leadership. Thank you so much.

SPECIAL GUESTS

Senator Broxson recognized former Representative Dane Eagle and
Representative Bob Rommel who were present in the chamber.

INTRODUCTION OF FORMER SENATOR

Senator Broxson recognized former Senator, Ray Rodrigues, Chan-
cellor of the State University System of Florida.

Senator Broxson: President Passidomo, I asked a longtime lob-
byist a few years ago to look over the Class of 2010 in the State House
and to pick out who would be the Senate President—most likely. Your
name was last. He never really liked you. If everyone had the oppor-
tunity to vote again, the vote would be overwhelming in your favor. You
are a generous, kind, wonderful person and have represented us well in
the Florida Senate. We are so proud of you. I'm asking the members who
will not get a chance to say their farewell to you—as you give your
farewell—to step to the front, in front of Senator Hutson. Together, they
want to give you a hearty thank you. Thank you.

Senator Mayfield: You know, I wish we could come back, Kath-
leen, when you do your farewell speech. I think every one of us will come
back in two years and watch your farewell speech. Unfortunately, we
won’t be able to make comments on it, but I think we all made our
comments in our going away how everybody felt about you.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Senator Yarborough recognized his mother, Micki Yarborough,
brother, Chris Yarborough, and his son, Connor; his wife, Jordan and
their children, Emerson, Grayson, Barrett, and Archer, who were pre-
sent in the gallery.
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The Honorable Kathleen Passidomo, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS/CS/SB 770, with 1 amendment, and requests the con-
currence of the Senate.

Jeff Takacs, Clerk

CS for CS for SB 770—A bill to be entitled An act relating to im-
provements to real property; amending s. 163.08, F.S.; deleting provi-
sions relating to legislative findings and intent; defining terms and
revising definitions; creating s. 163.081, F.S.; authorizing a program
administrator to offer a program for financing qualifying improvements
for residential property when authorized by a county or municipality;
requiring an authorized program administrator that administers an
authorized program to meet certain requirements; authorizing a county
or municipality to enter into an interlocal agreement to implement a
program; authorizing a county or municipality to deauthorize a program
administrator through certain measures; allowing a recorded financing
agreement at the time of deauthorization to continue, with an excep-
tion; authorizing a program administrator to contract with third-party
administrators to implement the program; authorizing a program ad-
ministrator to levy non-ad valorem assessments for a certain purpose;
providing for compensation for tax collectors for actual costs incurred to
collect non-ad valorem assessments; authorizing a program adminis-
trator to incur debt for the purpose of providing financing for qualifying
improvements; authorizing the owner of record of the residential
property to apply to the program administrator to finance a qualifying
improvement; requiring the program administrator to make certain
findings before entering into a financing agreement; requiring the
program administrator to ascertain certain financial information from
the property owner before entering into a financing agreement; re-
quiring certain documentation before the financing agreement is ap-
proved and recorded; requiring an advisement and notification for cer-
tain qualifying improvements; requiring certain financing agreement
and contract provisions for change orders under certain circumstances;
prohibiting a financing agreement from being entered into under cer-
tain circumstances; requiring the program administrator to provide
certain information before a financing agreement may be executed; re-
quiring an oral, recorded telephone call with the residential property
owner to confirm findings and disclosures before the approval of a fi-
nancing agreement; requiring the residential property owner to provide
written notice to the holder or loan servicer of his or her intent to enter
into a financing agreement as well as other financial information; re-
quiring that proof of such notice be provided to the program adminis-
trator; providing that a certain acceleration provision in an agreement
between the residential property owner and mortgagor or lienholder is
unenforceable; providing that the lienholder or loan servicer retains
certain authority; authorizing a residential property owner, under cer-
tain circumstances and within a certain timeframe, to cancel a finan-
cing agreement without financial penalty; requiring recording of the
financing agreement in a specified timeframe; creating the seller's
disclosure statements for properties offered for sale which have as-
sessments on them for qualifying improvements; requiring the program
administrator to confirm that certain conditions are met before dis-
bursing final funds to a qualifying improvement contractor for quali-
fying improvements on residential property; requiring a program ad-
ministrator to confirm that the applicable work service has been
completed or the final permit for the qualifying improvement has been
closed and evidence of substantial completion of construction or im-
provement has been issued; creating s. 163.082, F.S.; authorizing a
program administrator to offer a program for financing qualifying im-
provements for commercial property when authorized by a county or
municipality; requiring an authorized program administrator that ad-
ministers an authorized program to meet certain requirements; au-
thorizing a county or municipality to enter into an interlocal agreement
to implement a program; authorizing a county or municipality to
deauthorize a program administrator through certain measures; au-
thorizing a recorded financing agreement at the time of deauthorization
to continue, with an exception; authorizing a program administrator to
contract with third-party administrators to implement the program;
authorizing a program administrator to levy non-ad valorem assess-
ments for a certain purpose; providing for compensation for tax collec-
tors for actual costs incurred to collect non-ad valorem assessments;
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authorizing a program administrator to incur debt for the purpose of
providing financing for qualifying improvements; authorizing the owner
of record of the commercial property to apply to the program adminis-
trator to finance a qualifying improvement; requiring the program ad-
ministrator to receive the written consent of current holders or loan
servicers of certain mortgages encumbering or secured by commercial
property; requiring a program administrator offering a program for fi-
nancing qualifying improvements to commercial property to certain
underwriting criteria; requiring the program administrator to make
certain findings before entering into a financing agreement; requiring
the program administrator to ascertain certain financial information
from the property owner before entering into a financing agreement;
requiring the program administrator to document and retain certain
findings; requiring certain financing agreement and contract provisions
for change orders under certain circumstances; prohibiting a financing
agreement from being entered into under certain circumstances; re-
quiring the program administrator to provide certain information be-
fore a financing agreement may be executed; requiring any financing
agreement executed pursuant to this section be submitted for recording
in the public records of the county where the commercial property is
located in a specified timeframe; requiring that the recorded agreement
provide constructive notice that the non-ad valorem assessment levied
on the property is a lien of equal dignity; providing that a lien with a
certain acceleration provision is unenforceable; creating the seller's
disclosure statements for properties offered for sale which have as-
sessments on them for qualifying improvements; requiring the program
administrator to confirm that certain conditions are met before dis-
bursing final funds to a qualifying improvement contractor for quali-
fying improvements on commercial property; providing construction;
creating s. 163.083, F.S.; requiring a county or municipality to establish
or approve a process for the registration of a qualifying improvement
contractor to install qualifying improvements; requiring certain condi-
tions for a qualifying improvement contractor to participate in a pro-
gram; prohibiting a third-party administrator from registering as a
qualifying improvement contractor; requiring the program adminis-
trator to monitor qualifying improvement contractors, enforce certain
penalties for a finding of violation, and post certain information online;
creating s. 163.084, F.S.; authorizing the program administrator to
contract with entities to administer an authorized program; providing
certain requirements for a third-party administrator; prohibiting a
program administrator from acting as a third-party administrator
under certain circumstances; providing an exception; requiring the
program administrator to include in its contract with the third-party
administrator the right to perform annual reviews of the administrator;
authorizing the program administrator to take certain actions if the
program administrator finds that the third-party administrator has
committed a violation of its contract; authorizing a program adminis-
trator to terminate an agreement with a third-party administrator
under certain circumstances; providing for the continuation of certain
financing agreements after the termination or suspension of the third-
party administrator, with an exception; creating s. 163.085, F.S.; re-
quiring that, in communicating with the property owner, the program
administrator, qualifying improvement contractor, or third-party ad-
ministrator comply with certain requirements; prohibiting the program
administrator or third-party administrator from disclosing certain fi-
nancing information to a qualifying improvement contractor; prohibit-
ing a qualifying improvement contractor from making certain adver-
tisements or solicitations; providing exceptions; prohibiting a program
administrator or third-party administrator from providing certain
payments, fees, or kickbacks to a qualifying improvement contractor;
prohibiting a program administrator or third-party administrator from
reimbursing a qualifying improvement contractor for certain expenses;
prohibiting a qualifying improvement contractor from providing differ-
ent prices for a qualifying improvement; requiring a contract between a
property owner and a qualifying improvement contractor to include
certain provisions; prohibiting a program administrator, qualifying
improvement contractor, or third-party administrator from providing
any cash payment or anything of material value to a property owner
which is explicitly conditioned on a financing agreement; providing
exceptions; creating s. 163.086, F.S.; prohibiting a recorded financing
agreement from being removed from attachment to a property under
certain circumstances; providing for the unenforceability of a financing
agreement under certain circumstances; providing provisions for when
a qualifying improvement contractor initiates work on an unenforceable
contract; providing that a qualifying improvement contractor may re-
trieve chattel or fixtures delivered pursuant to an unenforceable con-
tract if certain conditions are met; providing that an unenforceable
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contract will remain unenforceable under certain circumstances;
creating s. 163.087, F.S.; requiring a program administrator authorized
to administer a program for financing a qualifying improvement to post
on its website an annual report; specifying requirements for the report;
requiring the Auditor General to conduct an operational audit of each
program administrator; requiring the Auditor General to adopt certain
rules requiring certain reporting from the program administrator; re-
quiring program administrators and, if applicable, third-party admin-
istrators to post the report on its website; providing that a contract,
agreement, authorization, or interlocal agreement entered into before a
certain date may continue without additional action by the county or
municipality; requiring that the program administrator comply with
the act and that any related contracts, agreements, authorizations, or
interlocal agreements be amended to comply with the act; providing an
effective date.

House Amendment 1 (264549)—Remove lines 408-1079 and insert:

3. The financing agreement does not utilize a negative amortization
schedule, a balloon payment, or prepayment fees or fines other than
nominal administrative costs. Capitalized interest included in the ori-
ginal balance of the assessment financing agreement does not constitute
negative amortization.

4. All property taxes and any other assessments, including non-ad
valorem assessments, levied on the same bill as the property taxes are
current and have not been delinquent for the preceding 3 years, or the
property owner’s period of ownership, whichever is less.

5. There are no outstanding fines or fees related to zoning or code
enforcement violations issued by a county or municipality, unless the
qualifying improvement will remedy the zoning or code violation.

6. There are no involuntary liens, including, but not limited to,
construction liens on the residential property.

7. No notices of default or other evidence of property-based debt de-
linquency have been recorded and not released during the preceding 3
years or the property owner’s period of ownership, whichever is less.

8. The property owner is current on all mortgage debt on the re-
sidential property.

9. The property owner has not been subject to a bankruptcy pro-
ceeding within the last 5 years unless it was discharged or dismissed
more than 2 years before the date on which the property owner applied
for financing.

10. The residential property is not subject to an existing home equity
conversion mortgage or reverse mortgage product.

11. The term of the financing agreement does not exceed the weighted
average useful life of the qualified improvements to which the greatest
portion of funds disbursed under the assessment contract is attributable,
not to exceed 20 years. The program administrator shall determine the
useful life of a qualifying improvement using established standards,
including certification criteria from government agencies or nationally
recognized standards and testing organizations.

12.  The total estimated annual payment amount for all financing
agreements entered into under this section on the residential property
does not exceed 10 percent of the property owner’s annual household
income. Income must be confirmed using reasonable evidence and not
solely by a property owner’s statement.

13. If the qualifying improvement is for the conversion of an onsite
sewage treatment and disposal system to a central sewerage system, the
property owner has utilized all available local government funding for
such conversions and is unable to obtain financing for the improvement
on more favorable terms through a local government program designed
to support such conversions.

(b) Before entering into a financing agreement, the program ad-
ministrator must determine if there are any current financing agree-
ments on the residential property and if the property owner has obtained
or sought to obtain additional qualifying improvements on the same
property which have not yet been recorded. The existence of a prior
qualifying improvement non-ad valorem assessment or a prior financing
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agreement is not evidence that the financing agreement under con-
sideration is affordable or meets other program requirements.

(¢) Findings satisfying paragraphs (a) and (b) must be documented,
including supporting evidence relied upon, and provided to the property
owner prior to a financing agreement being approved and recorded. The
program administrator must retain the documentation for the duration
of the financing agreement.

(d) If the qualifying improvement is estimated to cost $10,000 or
more, before entering into a financing agreement the program admin-
istrator must advise the property owner in writing that the best practice
is to obtain estimates from more than one unaffiliated, registered qua-
lifying improvement contractor for the qualifying improvement and no-
tify the property owner in writing of the advertising and solicitation
requirements of s. 163.085.

(e) A property owner and the program administrator may agree to
include in the financing agreement provisions for allowing change or-
ders necessary to complete the qualifying improvement. Any financing
agreement or contract for qualifying improvements which includes such
provisions must meet the requirements of this paragraph. If a proposed
change order on a qualifying improvement will increase the original cost
of the qualifying improvement by 20 percent or more or will expand the
scope of the qualifying improvement by more than 20 percent, before the
change order may be executed which would result in an increase in the
amount financed through the program administrator for the qualifying
improvement, the program administrator must notify the property
owner, provide an updated written disclosure form as described in
subsection (4) to the property owner, and obtain written approval of the
change from the property owner.

(f) A financing agreement may not be entered into if the total cost of
the qualifying improvement, including program fees and interest, is less
than $2,500.

(g) A financing agreement may not be entered into for qualifying
improvements in buildings or facilities under new construction or con-
struction for which a certificate of occupancy or similar evidence of
substantial completion of new construction or improvement has not been
issued.

(4 DISCLOSURES.—

(a) In addition to the requirements imposed in subsection (3), a fi-
nancing agreement may not be executed unless the program adminis-
trator first provides, including via electronic means, a written financing
estimate and disclosure to the property owner which includes all of the
following, each of which must be individually acknowledged in writing
by the property owner:

1. The estimated total amount to be financed, including the total and
itemized cost of the qualifying improvement, program fees, and capita-
lized interest;

2. The estimated annual non-ad valorem assessment;

3. The term of the financing agreement and the schedule for the non-
ad valorem assessments;

4. The interest charged and estimated annual percentage rate;
5. A description of the qualifying improvement;

6. The total estimated annual costs that will be required to be paid
under the assessment contract, including program fees;

7. The total estimated average monthly equivalent amount of funds
that would need to be saved in order to pay the annual costs of the non-ad
valorem assessment, including program fees;

8. The estimated due date of the first payment that includes the non-
ad valorem assessment;

9. A disclosure that the financing agreement may be canceled within
3 business days after signing the financing agreement without any fi-
nancial penalty for doing so;

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

March 6, 2024

10. A disclosure that the property owner may repay any remaining
amount owed, at any time, without penalty or imposition of additional
prepayment fees or fines other than nominal administrative costs;

11. A disclosure that if the property owner sells or refinances the
residential property, the property owner may be required by a mortgage
lender to pay off the full amount owed under each financing agreement
under this section;

12. A disclosure that the assessment will be collected along with the
property owner’s property taxes, and will result in a lien on the property
from the date the financing agreement is recorded;

13. A disclosure that potential utility or insurance savings are not
guaranteed, and will not reduce the assessment amount; and

14. A disclosure that failure to pay the assessment may result in
penalties, fees, including attorney fees, court costs, and the issuance of a
tax certificate that could result in the property owner losing the property
and a judgment against the property owner, and may affect the property
owner’s credit rating.

(b) Prior to the financing agreement being approved, the program
administrator must conduct an oral, recorded telephone call with the
property owner during which the program administrator must confirm
each finding or disclosure required in subsection (3) and this section.

(5) NOTICE TO LIENHOLDERS AND SERVICERS.—A¢ least 5
business days before entering into a financing agreement, the property
owner must provide to the holders or loan servicers of any existing
mortgages encumbering or otherwise secured by the residential property
a written notice of the owner’s intent to enter into a financing agreement
together with the maximum amount to be financed, including the
amount of any fees and interest, and the maximum annual assessment
necessary to repay the total. A verified copy or other proof of such notice
must be provided to the program administrator. A provision in any
agreement between a mortgagor or other lienholder and a property
owner, or otherwise now or hereafter binding upon a property owner,
which allows for acceleration of payment of the mortgage, note, or lien or
other unilateral modification solely as a result of entering into a finan-
cing agreement as provided for in this section is unenforceable. This
subsection does not limit the authority of the holder or loan servicer to
increase the required monthly escrow by an amount necessary to pay the
annual assessment.

(6) CANCELLATION.—A property owner may cancel a financing
agreement on a form established by the program administrator within 3
business days after signing the financing agreement without any fi-
nancial penalty for doing so.

(7) RECORDING.—Any financing agreement executed pursuant to
this section, or a summary memorandum of such agreement, shall be
submitted for recording in the public records of the county within which
the residential property is located by the program administrator within
10 business days after execution of the agreement and the 3-day can-
cellation period. The recorded agreement must provide constructive no-
tice that the non-ad valorem assessment to be levied on the property
constitutes a lien of equal dignity to county taxes and assessments from
the date of recordation. A notice of lien for the full amount of the fi-
nancing may be recorded in the public records of the county where the
property is located. Such lien is not enforceable in a manner that results
in the acceleration of the remaining nondelinquent unpaid balance
under the assessment financing agreement.

(8) SALE OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY.—At¢ or before the time a
seller executes a contract for the sale of any residential property for which
a non-ad valorem assessment has been levied under this section and has
an unpaid balance due, the seller shall give the prospective purchaser a
written disclosure statement in the following form, which must be set
forth in the contract or in a separate writing:

QUALIFYING IMPROVEMENTS.—The property being purchased
is subject to an assessment on the property pursuant to s. 163.081,
Florida Statutes. The assessment is for a qualifying improvement to
the property and is not based on the value of the property. You are
encouraged to contact the property appraiser’s office to learn more
about this and other assessments that may be provided by law.
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(9) DISBURSEMENTS.—Before disbursing final funds to a quali-
fying improvement contractor for a qualifying improvement on re-
sidential property, the program administrator shall confirm that the
applicable work or service has been completed or, as applicable, that the
final permit for the qualifying improvement has been closed with all
permit requirements satisfied or a certificate of occupancy or similar
evidence of substantial completion of construction or improvement has
been issued.

(100 CONSTRUCTION.—This section is additional and supple-
mental to county and municipal home rule authority and not in dero-
gation of such authority or a limitation upon such authority.

Section 3. Section 163.082, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

163.082 Financing qualifying improvements to commercial prop-
erty.—

(1) COMMERCIAL PROPERTY PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.—

(a) A program administrator may only offer a program for financing
qualifying improvements to commercial property within the jurisdiction
of a county or municipality if the county or municipality has authorized
by ordinance or resolution the program administrator to administer the
program for financing qualifying improvements to commercial property.
The authorized program must, at a minimum, meet the requirements of
this section.

(b) Pursuant to this section or as otherwise provided by law or pur-
suant to a county’s or municipality’s home rule power, a county or mu-
nicipality may enter into an interlocal agreement providing for a part-
nership between one or more counties or municipalities for the purpose of
facilitating a program for financing qualifying improvements to com-
mercial property located within the jurisdiction of the counties or mu-
nicipalities that are party to the agreement.

(¢) A county or municipality may deauthorize a program adminis-
trator through repeal of the ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to
paragraph (a) or other action. Any recorded financing agreements at the
time of deauthorization shall continue, except any financing agreement
for which the provisions of s. 163.086 apply.

(d) A program administrator may contract with one or more third-
party administrators to implement the program as provided in s.
163.084.

(e) An authorized program administrator may levy non-ad valorem
assessments to facilitate repayment of financing or refinancing qualify-
ing improvements. Costs incurred by the program administrator for such
purpose may be collected as a non-ad valorem assessment. A non-ad
valorem assessment shall be collected pursuant to s. 197.3632 and,
notwithstanding s. 197.3632(8)(a), is not subject to discount for early
payment. However, the notice and adoption requirements of s.
197.3632(4) do not apply if this section is used and complied with, and
the intent resolution, publication of notice, and mailed notices to the
property appraiser, tax collector, and Department of Revenue required by
s. 197.3632(3)(a) may be provided on or before August 15 of each year in
conjunction with any non-ad valorem assessment authorized by this
section, if the property appraiser, tax collector, and program adminis-
trator agree. The program administrator shall only compensate the tax
collector for the actual cost of collecting non-ad valorem assessments, not
to exceed 2 percent of the amount collected and remitted.

(f) A program administrator may incur debt for the purpose of pro-
viding financing for qualifying improvements, which debt is payable
from revenues received from the improved property or any other avail-
able revenue source authorized by law.

(2) APPLICATION.—The owner of record of the commercial property
within the jurisdiction of the authorized program may apply to the
program administrator to finance a qualifying improvement and enter
into a financing agreement with the program administrator to make
such improvement. The program administrator may only enter into a
financing agreement with a property owner.

(3) CONSENT OF LIENHOLDERS AND SERVICERS.—The pro-
gram administrator must receive the written consent of the current
holders or loan servicers of any mortgage that encumbers or is otherwise

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

798

secured by the commercial property or that will otherwise be secured by
the property before a financing agreement may be executed.

(4) FINANCING AGREEMENTS.—

(a) A program administrator offering a program for financing qua-
lifying improvements to commercial property must maintain under-
writing criteria sufficient to determine the financial feasibility of enter-
ing into a financing agreement. To enter into a financing agreement, the
program administrator must, at a minimum, make each of the following
findings based on a review of public records derived from a commercially
accepted source and the statements, records, and credit reports of the
commercial property owner:

1. There are sufficient resources to complete the project.

2. All property taxes and any other assessments, including non-ad
valorem assessments, levied on the same bill as the property taxes are
current.

3. There are no involuntary liens greater than $5,000, including, but
not limited to, construction liens on the commercial property.

4. No notices of default or other evidence of property-based debt de-
linquency have been recorded and not been released during the preceding
3 years or the property owner’s period of ownership, whichever is less.

5. The property owner is current on all mortgage debt on the com-
mercial property.

6. The term of the financing agreement does not exceed the weighted
average useful life of the qualified improvements to which the greatest
portion of funds disbursed under the assessment contract is attributable,
not to exceed 30 years. The program administrator shall determine the
useful life of a qualifying improvement using established standards,
including certification criteria from government agencies or nationally
recognized standards and testing organizations.

7. The property owner is not currently the subject of a bankruptcy
proceeding.

(b) Before entering into a financing agreement, the program ad-
ministrator shall determine if there are any current financing agree-
ments on the commercial property and whether the property owner has
obtained or sought to obtain additional qualifying improvements on the
same property which have not yet been recorded. The existence of a prior
qualifying improvement non-ad valorem assessment or a prior financing
agreement is not evidence that the financing agreement under con-
sideration is affordable or meets other program requirements.

(¢) The program administrator shall document and retain findings
satisfying paragraphs (a) and (b), including supporting evidence relied
upon, which were made prior to the financing agreement being approved
and recorded, for the duration of the financing agreement.

(d) A property owner and the program administrator may agree to
include in the financing agreement provisions for allowing change or-
ders necessary to complete the qualifying improvement. Any financing
agreement or contract for qualifying improvements which includes such
provisions must meet the requirements of this paragraph. If a proposed
change order on a qualifying improvement will increase the original cost
of the qualifying improvement by 20 percent or more or will expand the
scope of the qualifying improvement by 20 percent or more, before the
change order may be executed which would result in an increase in the
amount financed through the program administrator for the qualifying
improvement, the program administrator must notify the property
owner, provide an updated written disclosure form as described in
subsection (5) to the property owner, and obtain written approval of the
change from the property owner.

(e) A financing agreement may not be entered into if the total cost of
the qualifying improvement, including program fees and interest, is less
than $2,500.

(5) DISCLOSURES.—In addition to the requirements imposed in
subsection (4), a financing agreement may not be executed unless the
program administrator provides, whether on a separate document or
included with other disclosures or forms, a financing estimate and dis-
closure to the property owner which includes all of the following:
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(@) The estimated total amount to be financed, including the total
and itemized cost of the qualifying improvement, program fees, and ca-
pitalized interest;

(b) The estimated annual non-ad valorem assessment;

(¢) The term of the financing agreement and the schedule for the non-
ad valorem assessments;

(d) The interest charged and estimated annual percentage rate;
(e) A description of the qualifying improvement;

(f) The total estimated annual costs that will be required to be paid
under the assessment contract, including program fees;

(g) The estimated due date of the first payment that includes the non-
ad valorem assessment; and

(h) A disclosure of any prepayment penalties, fees, or fines as set forth
in the financing agreement.

(6) RECORDING.—Any financing agreement executed pursuant to
this section or a summary memorandum of such agreement must be
submitted for recording in the public records of the county within which
the commercial property is located by the program administrator within
10 business days after execution of the agreement. The recorded agree-
ment must provide constructive notice that the non-ad valorem assess-
ment to be levied on the property constitutes a lien of equal dignity to
county taxes and assessments from the date of recordation. A notice of
lien for the full amount of the financing may be recorded in the public
records of the county where the property is located. Such lien is not
enforceable in a manner that results in the acceleration of the remaining
nondelinquent unpaid balance under the assessment financing agree-
ment.

(7) SALE OF COMMERCIAL PROPERTY.—At¢ or before the time a
seller executes a contract for the sale of any commercial property for
which a non-ad valorem assessment has been levied under this section
and has an unpaid balance due, the seller shall give the prospective
purchaser a written disclosure statement in the following form, which
must be set forth in the contract or in a separate writing:

QUALIFYING IMPROVEMENTS.—The property being purchased
is subject to an assessment on the property pursuant to s. 163.082,
Florida Statutes. The assessment is for a qualifying improvement to
the property and is not based on the value of the property. You are
encouraged to contact the property appraiser’s office to learn more
about this and other assessments that may be provided for by law.

(8) COMPLETION CERTIFICATE.—Upon disbursement of all fi-
nancing and completion of installation of qualifying improvements fi-
nanced, the program administrator shall retain a certificate that the
qualifying improvements have been installed and are in good working
order.

(99 CONSTRUCTION.—This section is additional and supple-
mental to county and municipal home rule authority and not in dero-
gation of such authority or a limitation upon such authority.

Section 4. Section 163.083, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
163.083 Qualifying improvement contractors.—

(1) A county or municipality shall establish a process, or approve a
process established by a program administrator, to register contractors
for participation in a program authorized by a county or municipality
pursuant to s. 163.081. A qualifying improvement contractor may only
perform such work that the contractor is appropriately licensed, regis-
tered, and permitted to conduct. At the time of application to participate
and during participation in the program, contractors must:

(a) Hold all necessary licenses or registrations for the work to be
performed which are in good standing. Good standing includes no out-
standing complaints with the state or local government which issues
such licenses or registrations.

(b) Comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and
regulations, including obtaining and maintaining any other permits,
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licenses, or registrations required for engaging in business in the jur-
isdiction in which it operates and maintaining all state-required bond
and insurance coverage.

(¢) File with the program administrator a written statement in a
form approved by the county or municipality that the contractor will
comply with applicable laws and rules and qualifying improvement
program policies and procedures, including those on advertising and
marketing.

(2) A third-party administrator or a program administrator, either
directly or through an affiliate, may not be registered as a qualifying
improvement contractor.

(3) A program administrator shall establish and maintain:

(a) A process to monitor qualifying improvement contractors for
performance and compliance with requirements of the program and
must conduct regular reviews of qualifying improvement contractors to
confirm that each qualifying improvement contractor is in good stand-

ing.

(b) Procedures for notice and imposition of penalties upon a finding
of violation, which may consist of placement of the qualifying improve-
ment contractor in a probationary status that places conditions for
continued participation, suspension, or termination from participation
in the program.

(¢c) An easily accessible page on its website that provides information
on the status of registered qualifying improvement contractors, including
any imposed penalties, and the names of any qualifying improvement
contractors currently on probationary status or that are suspended or
terminated from participation in the program.

Section 5. Section 163.084, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

163.084 Third-party administrator for financing qualifying im-
provements programs.—

(D(a) A program administrator may contract with one or more third-
party administrators to administer a program authorized by a county or
municipality pursuant to s. 163.081 or s. 163.082 on behalf of and at the
discretion of the program administrator.

(b) The third-party administrator must be independent of the pro-
gram administrator and have no conflicts of interest between managers
or owners of the third-party administrator and program administrator
managers, owners, officials, or employees with oversight over the con-
tract. A program administrator, either directly or through an affiliate,
may not act as a third-party administrator for itself or for another
program administrator. However, this paragraph does not apply to a
third-party administrator created by an entity authorized in law pur-
suant to s. 288.9604.

(¢) The contract must provide for the entity to administer the pro-
gram according to the requirements of s. 163.081 or s. 163.082 and the
ordinance or resolution adopted by the county or municipality author-
izing the program. However, only the program administrator may levy or
administer non-ad valorem assessments.

(2) A program administrator may not contract with a third-party
administrator that, within the last 3 years, has been:

(a) Prohibited, after notice and a hearing, from serving as a third-
party administrator for another program administrator for program or
contract violations in this state; or

(b) Found by a court of competent jurisdiction to have substantially
violated state or federal laws related to the administration of ss. 163.081-
163.086 or a similar program in another jurisdiction.

(3) The program administrator must include in any contract with the
third-party administrator the right to perform annual reviews of the
administrator to confirm compliance with ss. 163.081-163.086, the or-
dinance or resolution adopted by the county or municipality, and the
contract with the program administrator. If the program administrator
finds that the third-party administrator has committed a violation of ss.
163.081-163.086, the adopted ordinance or resolution, or the contract
with the program administrator, the program administrator shall pro-
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vide the third-party administrator with notice of the violation and may,
as set forth in the adopted ordinance or resolution or the contract with
the third-party administrator:

(a) Place the third-party administrator in a probationary status that
places conditions for continued operations.

(b) Impose any fines or sanctions.

(¢) Suspend the activity of the third-party administrator for a period
of time.

(d) Terminate the agreement with the third-party administrator.

(4) A program administrator may terminate the agreement with a
third-party administrator, as set forth by the county or municipality in
its adopted ordinance or resolution or the contract with the third-party
administrator, if the program administrator makes a finding that:

(a) The third-party administrator has violated the contract with the
program administrator. The contract may set forth substantial viola-
tions that may result in contract termination and other violations that
may provide for a period of time for correction before the contract may be
terminated.

(b) The third-party administrator, or an officer, a director, a man-
ager or a managing member, or a control person of the third-party ad-
ministrator, has been found by a court of competent jurisdiction to have
violated state or federal laws related to the administration of a program
authorized of the provisions of ss. 163.081-163.086 or a similar program
in another jurisdiction within the last 5 years.

(¢) Any officer, director, manager or managing member, or control
person of the third-party administrator has been convicted of, or has
entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere to, regardless of whether ad-
judication has been withheld, a crime related to administration of a
program authorized of the provisions of ss. 163.081-163.086 or a similar
program in another jurisdiction within the last 10 years.

(d) An annual performance review reveals a substantial violation or
a pattern of violations by the third-party administrator.

(5) Any recorded financing agreements at the time of termination or
suspension by the program administrator shall continue, except any fi-
nancing agreement for which the provisions of s. 163.086 apply.

Section 6. Section 163.085, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

163.085 Advertisement and solicitation for financing qualifying
improvements programs under s. 163.081 or s. 163.082.—

(1) When communicating with a property owner, a program ad-
ministrator, qualifying improvement contractor, or third-party admin-
istrator may not:

(a) Suggest or imply:

1. That a non-ad valorem assessment authorized under s. 163.081 or
s. 163.082 is a government assistance program;

2. That qualifying improvements are free or provided at no cost, or
that the financing related to a non-ad valorem assessment authorized
under s. 163.081 or s. 163.082 is free or provided at no cost; or

3. That the financing of a qualifying improvement using the program
authorized pursuant to s. 163.081 or s. 163.082 does not require repay-
ment of the financial obligation.

(b) Make any representation as to the tax deductibility of a non-ad
valorem assessment. A program administrator, qualifying improvement
contractor, or third-party administrator may encourage a property
owner to seek the advice of a tax professional regarding tax matters
related to assessments.

(2) A program administrator or third-party administrator may not
provide to a qualifying improvement contractor any information that
discloses the amount of financing for which a property owner is eligible
for qualifying improvements or the amount of equity in a residential
property or commercial property.
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(3) A qualifying improvement contractor may not advertise the
availability of financing agreements for, or solicit program participation
on behalf of, the program administrator unless the contractor is regis-
tered by the program administrator to participate in the program and is
in good standing with the program administrator.

(4) A program administrator or third-party administrator may not
provide any payment, fee, or kickback to a qualifying improvement
contractor for referring property owners to the program administrator or
third-party administrator. However, a program administrator or third-
party administrator may provide information to a qualifying improve-
ment contractor to facilitate the installation of a qualifying improvement
for a property owner.

(5) A program administrator or third-party administrator may not
reimburse a qualifying improvement contractor for its expenses in ad-
vertising and marketing campaigns and materials.

(6) A qualifying improvement contractor may not provide a different
price for a qualifying improvement financed under s. 163.081 than the
price that the qualifying improvement contractor would otherwise pro-
vide if the qualifying improvement was not being financed through a
financing agreement. Any contract between a property owner and a
qualifying improvement contractor must clearly state all pricing and
cost provisions, including any process for change orders which meet the
requirements of s. 163.081(3)(d).

(7) A program administrator, qualifying improvement contractor, or
third-party administrator may not provide any direct cash payment or
other thing of material value to a property owner which is explicitly
conditioned upon the property owner entering into a financing agree-
ment. However, a program administrator or third-party administrator
may offer programs or promotions on a nondiscriminatory basis that
provide reduced fees or interest rates if the reduced fees or interest rates
are reflected in the financing agreements and are not provided to the
property owner as cash consideration.

Section 7. Section 163.086, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

163.086 Unenforceable financing agreements for qualifying im-
provements programs under s. 163.081 or s. 163.082; attachment;
fraud.—

(1) A recorded financing agreement may not be removed from at-
tachment to a residential property or commercial property if the property
owner fraudulently obtained funding pursuant to s. 163.081 or s.
163.082.

(2) A financing agreement may not be enforced, and a recorded fi-
nancing agreement may be removed from attachment to a residential
property or commercial property and deemed null and void, if:

(a) The property owner applied for, accepted, and canceled a finan-
cing agreement within the 3-business-day period pursuant to s.
163.081(6). A qualifying improvement contractor may not begin work
under a canceled contract.

(b) A person other than the property owner obtained the recorded
financing agreement. The court may enter an order which holds that
person or persons personally liable for the debt.

(¢) The program administrator, third-party administrator, or qua-
lifying improvement contractor approved or obtained funding through
fraudulent means and in violation of ss. 163.081-163.085, or this section
for qualifying improvements on the residential property or commercial

property.

(3) If a qualifying improvement contractor has initiated work on
residential property or commercial property under a contract deemed
unenforceable under this section, the qualifying improvement contractor:

(@) May not receive compensation for that work under the financing
agreement.

(b) Must restore the residential property or commercial property to its
original condition at no cost to the property owner.

(¢) Must immediately return any funds, property, and other con-
sideration given by the property owner. If the property owner provided
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any property and the qualifying improvement contractor does not or
cannot return it, the qualifying improvement contractor must im-
mediately return the fair market value of the property or its value as
designated in the contract, whichever is greater.

(4) If the qualifying improvement contractor has delivered chattel or
fixtures to residential property or commercial property pursuant to a
contract deemed unenforceable under this section, the qualifying im-
provement contractor has 90 days after the date on which the contract
was executed to retrieve the chattel or fixtures, provided that:

(a) The qualifying improvement contractor has fulfilled the require-
ments of paragraphs (3)(a) and (b).

(b) The chattel and fixtures can be removed at the qualifying im-
provement contractor’s expense without damaging the residential prop-
erty or commercial property.

(5) If a qualifying improvement contractor fails to comply with this
section, the property owner may retain any chattel or fixtures provided
pursuant to a contract deemed unenforceable under this section.

(6) A contract that is otherwise unenforceable under this section re-
mains enforceable if the property owner waives his or her right to cancel
the contract or cancels the financing agreement pursuant to s. 163.081(6)
but allows

On motion by Senator Martin, the Senate concurred in House
Amendment 1 (264549).

CS for CS for SB 770 passed, as amended, was ordered engrossed
and then enrolled. The action of the Senate was certified to the House.
The vote on passage was:

Yeas—34

Madam President Davis Polsky
Albritton DiCeglie Powell
Avila Garcia Rodriguez
Berman Gruters Rouson
Book Harrell Simon
Boyd Hooper Thompson
Brodeur Hutson Torres
Broxson Jones Trumbull
Burgess Martin Wright
Burton Mayfield Yarborough
Calatayud Osgood

Collins Pizzo

Nays—2

Grall Ingoglia

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Baxley, Bradley, Perry

The Honorable Kathleen Passidomo, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS/CS/SB 494, with 1 amendment, and requests the con-
currence of the Senate.

Jeff Takacs, Clerk

CS for CS for SB 494—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
graduate program admissions; creating s. 1004.032, F.S.; defining
terms; requiring an institution of higher education to waive certain
examination requirements for a servicemember or a person who served
in the United States Armed Forces, the Florida National Guard, or the
United States Reserve Forces and was discharged or released under any
condition other than dishonorable and who applies for admission to a
graduate program that requires such examination; providing an effec-
tive date.
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House Amendment 1 (582213) (with title amendment)—Remove
lines 28-36 and insert:

(2) An institution of higher education shall waive the GRE or GMAT
requirement for a servicemember who applies for admission to a grad-
uate program that requires such examination.

And the title is amended as follows:

Remove lines 5-9 and insert:
vicemember who applies

examination requirements for a ser-

On motion by Senator Avila, the Senate concurred in House
Amendment 1 (582213).

CS for CS for SB 494 passed, as amended, was ordered engrossed
and then enrolled. The action of the Senate was certified to the House.
The vote on passage was:

Yeas—37

Madam President DiCeglie Polsky
Albritton Garcia Powell
Avila Grall Rodriguez
Berman Gruters Rouson
Book Harrell Simon
Boyd Hooper Stewart
Brodeur Hutson Thompson
Broxson Ingoglia Torres
Burgess Jones Trumbull
Burton Martin Wright
Calatayud Mayfield Yarborough
Collins Osgood

Davis Pizzo

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Baxley, Bradley, Perry

The Honorable Kathleen Passidomo, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS/SB 7004, with 1 amendment, and requests the con-
currence of the Senate.

Jeff Takacs, Clerk

CS for SB 7004—A bill to be entitled An act relating to deregulation
of public schools/assessment and accountability, instruction, and edu-
cation choice; amending s. 1002.31, F.S.; revising how often a school
district or charter school must update its school capacity determination;
deleting a requirement relating to school capacity determination by
district school boards; amending s. 1002.3105, F.S.; deleting a require-
ment that a performance contract be completed if a student participates
in an Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning op-
tion; providing that a performance contract may be used at the discre-
tion of the principal; repealing s. 1002.311, F.S., relating to single-
gender programs; amending s. 1002.34, F.S.; deleting a requirement for
the Commissioner of Education to provide for an annual comparative
evaluation of charter technical career centers and public technical
centers; amending s. 1002.45, F.S.; deleting the requirement that a
notification to parents regarding virtual instruction be written; pro-
viding construction; amending s. 1002.53, F.S.; deleting a requirement
for a school district to provide for admission of certain students to a
summer prekindergarten program; amending s. 1002.61, F.S.; author-
izing, rather than requiring, a school district to administer the Volun-
tary Prekindergarten Education Program; providing that a student is
eligible for summer reading camp under certain conditions; amending s.
1002.63, F.S.; deleting a requirement for an early learning coalition to
verify that certain public schools comply with specified provisions;
amending s. 1002.71, F.S.; deleting a requirement for school district
funding for certain programs; deleting a requirement for district school
board attendance policies for Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
Programs; requiring a school district to certify its attendance records for
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a Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program; amending s.
1003.4282, F.S.; revising requirements for assessments needed for a
student to earn a high school diploma; deleting a requirement for a
student who transfers into a public high school to take specified as-
sessments; revising the courses for which the transferring course final
grade must be honored for a transfer student under certain conditions;
amending s. 1003.433, F.S.; deleting requirements that must be met by
students who transfer to a public school for 11th or 12th grade;
amending s. 1003.435, F.S.; deleting an exception for the high school
equivalency diploma program; requiring school districts to adopt a
policy that allows specified students to take the high school equivalency
examination; amending s. 1003.4935, F.S.; deleting a requirement that
the Department of Education collect and report certain data relating to
a middle school career and professional academy or career-themed
course; repealing s. 1003.4995, F.S., relating to the fine arts report
prepared by the Commissioner of Education; repealing s. 1003.4996,
F.S., relating to the Competency-Based Education Pilot Program;
amending s. 1003.49965, F.S.; authorizing, rather than requiring, a
school district to hold an Art in the Capitol Competition; amending s.
1003.51, F.S.; deleting a requirement regarding assessment procedures
for Department of Juvenile Justice education programs; revising re-
quirements for which assessment results must be included in a stu-
dent's discharge packet; revising requirements for when a district
school board must face sanctions for unsatisfactory performance in its
Department of Juvenile Justice programs; amending s. 1003.621, F.S,;
deleting a requirement for academically high-performing school dis-
tricts to submit an annual report to the State Board of Education and
the Legislature; amending s. 1006.28, F.S.; revising the definition of the
term "adequate instructional materials"; revising a timeframe re-
quirement for each district school superintendent to notify the depart-
ment about instructional materials; deleting a requirement for such
notification; authorizing, rather than requiring, a school principal to
collect the purchase price of instructional materials lost, destroyed, or
damaged by a student; amending s. 1006.283, F.S.; revising a timeframe
requirement for a district school superintendent to certify to the De-
partment of Education that instructional materials are aligned with
state standards; amending s. 1006.33, F.S.; requiring the Department of
Education to advertise bids or proposals for instructional materials
within a specified timeframe beginning in a specified instructional
materials adoption cycle; requiring the department to publish specifi-
cations for subject areas within a specified timeframe; amending s.
1006.34, F.S.; requiring the commissioner to publish a list of adopted
instructional materials within a specified timeframe beginning in a
specified instructional materials adoption cycle; amending s. 1006.40,
F.S.; authorizing district school boards to approve an exemption to the
purchase of certain instructional materials; revising the timeframe
between purchases of instructional materials; amending s. 1008.212,
F.S.; providing that certain assessments are not subject to specified
requirements; amending s. 1008.22, F.S.; deleting a requirement that a
student pass a certain assessment to earn a high school diploma; de-
leting requirements relating to a uniform calendar that must be pub-
lished by the commissioner each year; revising a time requirement for
each school district to establish schedules for the administration of
statewide, standardized assessments; revising the information that
must be included with the schedules; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; deleting a requirement for the commissioner to identify
which SAT and ACT scores would satisfy graduation requirements;
deleting a requirement for the commissioner to identify comparative
scores for the Algebra I end-of- course assessment; amending s. 1008.25,
F.S.; revising the criteria for the student progression plan to include
instructional support for students referred from a specified program;
requiring school districts to specify retention requirements for students
in kindergarten through grade 2; requiring that the plan incorporate
specified parental notification requirements, include an opportunity for
parental input on the retention decision, and include certain informa-
tion; requiring district school boards to include the Voluntary Pre-
kindergarten Education Program in a certain allocation of resources;
requiring that the individualized progress monitoring plan for specified
students be developed within a specified timeframe; providing condi-
tions for parents to request supports for students identified as having a
substantial deficiency in reading or mathematics; requiring the de-
partment to adopt additional alternative assessments for good cause
promotion; requiring two administrations of the coordinated screening
and progress monitoring system for students in a summer pre-
kindergarten program; conforming -cross-references; amending s.
1008.33, F.S.; prohibiting a school from being required to use a certain
parameter as the sole determining factor to recruit instructional per-
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sonnel; providing requirements for a rule adopted by the State Board of
Education; revising the date by which a school district must submit a
memorandum of understanding to the Department of Education; in-
creasing the length of time for which certain school districts must
continue a turnaround plan; revising an authorization for the state
board to allow a school additional time before implementing a turn-
around option; revising requirements for schools that complete a plan
cycle; providing additional options for a school that completes a plan
cycle but does not meet certain requirements; providing that im-
plementation of a turnaround option is not required under certain
conditions; amending s. 1008.332, F.S.; revising a provision of the No
Child Left Behind Act to conform to the Every Student Succeeds Act;
deleting a requirement for certain committee members to annually re-
port to specified entities; amending s. 1008.34, F.S.; requiring that
certain changes made by the state board to the school grades model or
school grading scale go into effect in the following school year or later;
conforming cross-references; amending s. 1008.345, F.S.; deleting a re-
quirement for the Department of Education to develop an annual
feedback report; deleting a requirement for the Commissioner of Edu-
cation to review specified feedback reports and submit findings to the
State Board of Education; deleting certain requirements for a report the
commissioner produces annually for the state board; conforming a cross-
reference; amending s. 1000.05, F.S.; conforming cross-references; pro-
viding effective dates.

House Amendment 1 (471783) (with title amendment)—Remove
everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 1001.02, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1001.02 General powers of State Board of Education.—

(5) The State Board of Education is responsible for reviewing and
administering the state program of support for the Florida College
System institutions aﬂd—subjeet—te—eaﬂst—lﬂg—l-aw—shﬂﬂ—est—abhsh—bhe

Section 2. Subsection (17) of section 1001.03, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1001.03 Specific powers of State Board of Education.—

Section 3. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (4) of section
1002.3105, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.3105 Academically
Learning (ACCEL) options.—

Challenging Curriculum to Enhance

(4) ACCEL REQUIREMENTS.—

(¢) If a student participates in an ACCEL option pursuant to the
parental request under subparagraph (b)1., a performance contract is
not requlred but may be used at the dzscretzon of the prmczpal fﬂﬁst—be




¢ If a principal initiates a student’s participation in an ACCEL
option, the student’s parent must be notified. A performance contract;
5 is not required when a principal initiates

participation but may be used at the discretion of the principal.

Section 4. Section 1002.311, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 5. Subsection (19) of section 1002.34, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1002.34 Charter technical career centers.—

Section 6. Paragraphs (c) through (e) of subsection (1) of section
1002.45, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as paragraphs (b) through
(d), respectively, and present paragraphs (b), (c), and (e) of that sub-
section, subsection (2), paragraph (d) of subsection (3), subsection (5),
and paragraph (a) of subsection (6) are amended to read:

1002.45 Virtual instruction programs.—
(1) PROGRAM.—

(b)tey To provide students residing within the school district the
option of participating in virtual instruction programs as—required-by
paragraph-b), a school district may:

1. Contract with the Florida Virtual School or establish a franchise
of the Florida Virtual School pursuant to s. 1002.37(2) fer-the-provision
of-a—programunder-paragraph(h).

2. Contract with an approved v1rtua1 1nstruct10n program prov1der
under subsection (2)

3. Enter into an agreement with other school districts to allow the
participation of its students in an approved virtual instruction program
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provided by the other school district. The agreement must indicate a
process for the transfer of funds required by paragraph (6)(b).

4. Establish school district operated part-time or full-time kinder-
garten through grade 12 virtual instruction programs.

5. Enter into an agreement with a virtual charter school authorized
by the school district under s. 1002.33.

Contracts under subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. may include
multidistrict contractual arrangements executed by a regional con-
sortium service organization established pursuant to s. 1001.451 for its
member districts. A multidistrict contractual arrangement or an
agreement under subparagraph 3. is not subject to s. 1001.42(4)(d) and
does not require the partlclpatlng school districts to be contiguous.

(d)¢e» Each school district shall:

1. Provide to the department by each October 1; a copy of each
contract and the amount paid per unweighted full-time equivalent
virtual student for services procured pursuant to subparagraphs (b)1.

and 2. ey l—and-2-

2. Expend any difference in the amount of funds per unweighted
full-time equivalent virtual student allocated to the school district
pursuant to subsection (6) and the amount paid per unweighted full-
time equivalent virtual student by the school district for a contract
executed pursuant to subparagraph (b)1. ¢e}}- or subparagraph (b)2. ¢e)
2: on acquiring computer and device hardware and associated operating
system software that comply with the requirements of s. 1001.20(4)(a)
Lb.

3. Provide to the department by September 1 of each year an
itemized list of items acquired in subparagraph 2.

4. Limit the enrollment of full-time equivalent virtual students re-
siding outside of the school district providing the virtual instruction
pursuant to paragraph (b) ¢e) to no more than those that can be funded
from state Florida Education Finance Program funds.

(2) PROVIDER QUALIFICATIONS.—

(a) The department shall annually publish on its website a list of
providers approved by the State Board of Education to offer virtual
instruction programs. To be approved, a virtual instruction program
provider must document that it:

2- Complies with the antidiscrimination provisions of s. 1000.05;

2.3- Locates an administrative office or offices in this state, requires
its administrative staff to be state residents, requires all instructional
staff to be Florida-certified teachers under chapter 1012 and conducts
background screenings for all employees or contracted personnel, as
required by s. 1012.32, using state and national criminal history re-
cords;

3.4 Electronically provides to parents and students specific in-
formation that includes, but is not limited to, the following teacher-
parent and teacher-student contact information for each course:

a. How to contact the instructor via phone, e-mail, or online mes-
saging tools.

b. How to contact technical support via phone, e-mail, or online
messaging tools.

c. How to contact the administration office via phone, e-mail, or
online messaging tools.

d. Any requirement for regular contact with the instructor for the
course and clear expectations for meeting the requirement.
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e. The requirement that the instructor in each course must, at a
minimum, conduct one contact with the parent and the student each
month;

4.5: Possesses prior, successful experience offering virtual instruc-
tion courses to elementary, middle, or high school students as demon-
strated by quantified student learning gains in each subject area and
grade level provided for consideration as an instructional program op-
tion. However, for a virtual instruction program provider without suf-
ficient prior, successful experience offering online courses, the State
Board of Education may conditionally approve the virtual instruction
program provider to offer courses measured pursuant to subparagraph
(7)(a)2. Conditional approval shall be valid for 1 school year only and,
based on the virtual instruction program provider’s experience in of-
fering the courses, the State Board of Education may grant approval to
offer a virtual instruction program;

5.6: Is accredited by a regional accrediting association as defined by
State Board of Education rule;

6.% Ensures instructional and curricular quality through a detailed
curriculum and student performance accountability plan that addresses
every subject and grade level it intends to provide through contract with
the school district, including:

a. Courses and programs that meet the standards of the Interna-
tional Association for K-12 Online Learning and the Southern Regional
Education Board.

b. Instructional content and services that align with, and measure
student attainment of, student proficiency in the state academic stan-
dards.

c¢. Mechanisms that determine and ensure that a student has sa-
tisfied requirements for grade level promotion and high school gra-
duation with a standard diploma, as appropriate;

7.8: Publishes, in accordance with disclosure requirements adopted
in rule by the State Board of Education, as part of its application as an
approved virtual instruction program provider and in all contracts ne-
gotiated pursuant to this section:

a. Information and data about the curriculum of each full-time and
part-time virtual instruction program.

b. School policies and procedures.

c. Certification status and physical location of all administrative
and instructional personnel.

d. Hours and times of availability of instructional personnel.
e. Student-teacher ratios.
f. Student completion and promotion rates.

g. Student, educator, and school performance accountability out-
comes;

8.9 If the approved virtual instruction program provider is a Flor-
ida College System institution, employs instructors who meet the cer-
tification requirements for instructional staff under chapter 1012; and

9.18: Performs an annual financial audit of its accounts and records
conducted by an independent auditor who is a certified public accoun-
tant licensed under chapter 473. The independent auditor shall conduct
the audit in accordance with rules adopted by the Auditor General and
in compliance with generally accepted auditing standards, and include
a report on financial statements presented in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles. The audit report shall be accompanied
by a written statement from the approved virtual instruction program
provider in response to any deficiencies identified within the audit re-
port and shall be submitted by the approved virtual instruction pro-
gram provider to the State Board of Education and the Auditor General
no later than 9 months after the end of the preceding fiscal year.

(b) An approved virtual instruction program provider that main-
tains compliance with all requirements of this section shall retain its
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approved status for a period of 3 school years after the date of approval
by the State Board of Education.

(3) VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—
Each virtual instruction program under this section must:

(d) Provide each full-time student enrolled in the virtual instruction
program who qualifies for free or reduced-price school lunches under the
National School Lunch Act, or who is on the direct certification list, and
who does not have a computer or Internet access in his or her home
with:

1. All equipment necessary for participants in the virtual instruc-
tion program, including, but not limited to, a computer, computer
monitor, and printer, if a printer is necessary to participate in the vir-
tual instruction program; and

2. Access to or reimbursement for all Internet services necessary for
online delivery of instruction.

A school district may provide each full-time student enrolled in the
virtual instruction program with the equipment and access necessary for
participation in the program.

(5) STUDENT PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS.—Each stu-
dent enrolled in the school district’s virtual instruction program au-
thorized pursuant to paragraph (1)(b) (b¢e) must:

(a) Comply with the compulsory attendance requirements of s.
1003.21. Student attendance must be verified by the school district.

(b) Take statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 and parti-
cipate in the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system
under s. 1008.25(9). Statewide assessments and progress monitoring
may be administered within the school district in which such student
resides, or as specified in the contract in accordance with s. 1008.24(3).
If requested by the approved virtual instruction program provider or
virtual charter school, the district of residence must provide the student
with access to the district’s testing facilities.

(6) VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM AND VIRTUAL CHAR-
TER SCHOOL FUNDING.—

(a) All virtual instruction programs established pursuant to para-
graph (1)(b) &¢e) are subject to the requirements of s. 1011.61(1)(c)
1.b.(IT1), (IV), (VI), and (4), and the school district providing the virtual
instruction program shall report the full-time equivalent students in a
manner prescribed by the department. A school district may report a
full-time equivalent student for credit earned by a student who is en-
rolled in a virtual instruction course provided by the district which was
completed after the end of the regular school year if the full-time
equivalent student is reported no later than the deadline for amending
the final full-time equivalent student membership report for that year.

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 1002.61, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.61 Summer prekindergarten program delivered by public
schools and private prekindergarten providers.—

(1)(a) Each school district shall administer the Voluntary Pre-
kindergarten Education Program at the district level for students en-
rolled under s. 1002.53(3)(b) in a summer prekindergarten program
delivered by a public school. A school district may satisfy this require-
ment by contracting with private prekindergarten providers.

Section 8. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section 1002.82, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.82 Department of Education; powers and duties.—
(2) The department shall:

(e) Review each early learning coalition’s school readiness program
plan every 3 2 years and provide final approval of the plan and any
amendments submitted.

Section 9. Subsection (2) of section 1002.85, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
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1002.85 Early learning coalition plans.—

(2) Each early learning coalition must bieanially submit a school
readiness program plan every 3 years to the department before the ex-
penditure of funds. A coalition may not implement its school readiness
program plan until it receives approval from the department. A coali-
tion may not implement any revision to its school readiness program
plan until the coalition submits the revised plan to and receives ap-
proval from the department. If the department rejects a plan or revi-
sion, the coalition must continue to operate under its previously ap-
proved plan. The plan must include, but is not limited to:

(a) The coalition’s operations, including its membership and busi-
ness organization, and the coalition’s articles of incorporation and by-
laws if the coalition is organized as a corporation. If the coalition is not
organized as a corporation or other business entity, the plan must in-
clude the contract with a fiscal agent.

(b) The coalition’s procedures for implementing the requirements of
this part, including:

1. Single point of entry.
2. Uniform waiting list.

3. Eligibility and enrollment processes and local eligibility priorities
for children pursuant to s. 1002.87.

4. Parent access and choice.

5. Sliding fee scale and policies on applying the waiver or reduction
of fees in accordance with s. 1002.84(9).

6. Use of preassessments and postassessments, as applicable.

7. Use of contracted slots, as applicable, based on the results of the
assessment required under paragraph (i).

(¢) A detailed description of the coalition’s quality activities and
services, including, but not limited to:

1. Resource and referral and school-age child care.
2. Infant and toddler early learning.
3. Inclusive early learning programs.

4. Quality improvement strategies that strengthen teaching prac-
tices and increase child outcomes.

(d) A detailed budget that outlines estimated expenditures for state,
federal, and local matching funds at the lowest level of detail available
by other-cost-accumulator code number; all estimated sources of reve-
nue with identifiable descriptions; a listing of full-time equivalent po-
sitions; contracted subcontractor costs with related annual compensa-
tion amount or hourly rate of compensation; and a capital
improvements plan outlining existing fixed capital outlay projects and
proposed capital outlay projects that will begin during the budget year.

(e) A detailed accounting, in the format prescribed by the depart-
ment, of all revenues and expenditures during the 2 previous state fiscal
years year. Revenue sources should be identifiable, and expenditures
should be reported by two categories: state and federal funds and local
matching funds.

(f) Updated policies and procedures, including those governing
procurement, maintenance of tangible personal property, maintenance
of records, information technology security, and disbursement controls.

(g) A description of the procedures for monitoring school readiness
program providers, including in response to a parental complaint, to
determine that the standards prescribed in ss. 1002.82 and 1002.88 are
met using a standard monitoring tool adopted by the department.
Providers determined to be high risk by the coalition as demonstrated
by substantial findings of violations of law shall be monitored more
frequently.
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(h) Documentation that the coalition has solicited and considered
comments regarding the proposed school readiness program plan from
the local community.

(i) An assessment of local priorities within the county or multi-
county region based on the needs of families and provider capacity using
available community data.

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 1003.435,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.435 High school equivalency diploma program.—

(4)(a) A candidate who has filed a formal declaration of intent to
termlnate schaol enrollment pursuant to 1003 21(1)(0) may take fei“—&

Section 11. Subsection (3) of section 1003.4935, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.4935 Middle grades career and professional academy courses
and career-themed courses.—

Section 12. Section 1003.4995, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 13. Section 1003.4996, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 1003.49965, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.49965 Art in the Capitol Competition.—

(2) A Eaeh school district may shall annually hold an Art in the
Capitol Competition for all public, private, and home education stu-
dents in grades 6 through 8. Submissions shall be judged by a selection
committee consisting of art teachers whose students have not submitted
artwork for consideration.

Section 15. Paragraphs (s) and (t) of subsection (2) of section
1003.51, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as paragraphs (r) and (s),
respectively, and present paragraphs (g) and (r) of that subsection are
amended to read:

1003.51 Other public educational services.—

(2) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules articulating ex-
pectations for effective education programs for students in Department
of Juvenile Justice programs, including, but not limited to, education
programs in juvenile justice prevention, day treatment, residential, and
detention programs. The rule shall establish policies and standards for
education programs for students in Department of Juvenile Justice
programs and shall include the following:

(g) Assessment procedures that;whieh:

2: provide for determination of the areas of academic need and
strategies for appropriate intervention and instruction for each student
in a detention facility within 5 school days after the student’s entry into
the program and for the administration of administer a research-based
assessment that will assist the student in determining his or her edu-
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cational and career options and goals within 22 school days after the
student’s entry into the program. The results of the these assessments
required under this paragraph and s. 1003.52(3)(d), together with a
portfolio depicting the student’s academic and career accomplishments,
must shall be included in the discharge packet assembled for each
student.

Section 16. Subsection (4) of section 1003.621, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.621 Academically high-performing school districts.—It is the
intent of the Legislature to recognize and reward school districts that
demonstrate the ability to consistently maintain or improve their high-
performing status. The purpose of this section is to provide high-per-
forming school districts with flexibility in meeting the specific re-
quirements in statute and rules of the State Board of Education.

Section 17. Section 1004.925, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 18. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1), paragraph (e) of sub-
section (2), paragraph (b) of subsection (3), and paragraph (b) of sub-
section (4) of section 1006.28, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1006.28 Duties of district school board, district school super-
intendent; and school principal regarding K-12 instructional materi-
als.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—
(a) As used in this section, the term:

1. “Adequate instructional materials” means a sufficient number of
student or site licenses or sets of materials that are available in bound,
unbound, kit, or package form and may consist of hardbacked or soft-
backed textbooks, electronic content, consumables, learning labora-
tories, manipulatives, electronic media, and computer courseware or
software that serve as the basis for instruction fer-each-student in the
core subject areas of mathematics, language arts, social studies, science,
reading, and literature.
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2. “Instructional materials” has the same meaning as in s.
1006.29(2).

3. “Library media center” means any collection of books, ebooks,
periodicals, or videos maintained and accessible on the site of a school,
including in classrooms.

(2) DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD.—The district school board has the
constitutional duty and responsibility to select and provide adequate
instructional materials for all students in accordance with the re-
quirements of this part. The district school board also has the following
specific duties and responsibilities:

(e) Public participation.—Publish on its website, in a searchable
format prescribed by the department, a list of all instructional materi-
als, including those used to provide instruction required by s. 1003.42.
Each district school board must:

1. Provide access to all materials, excluding teacher editions, in
accordance with s. 1006.283(2)(b)8.a. before the district school board
takes any official action on such materials. This process must include
reasonable safeguards against the unauthorized use, reproduction, and
distribution of instructional materials considered for adoption.

2. Select, approve, adopt, or purchase all materials as a separate
line item on the agenda and provide a reasonable opportunity for public
comment. The use of materials described in this paragraph may not be
selected, approved, or adopted as part of a consent agenda.

3. Annually, beginning June 30, 2023, submit to the Commissioner
of Education a report that identifies:

a. Each material for which the school district received an objection
pursuant to subparagraph (a)2., including the grade level and course
the material was used in, for the school year and the specific objections
thereto.

b. Each material that was removed or discontinued.

c. Each material that was not removed or discontinued and the ra-
tionale for not removing or discontinuing the material.

The department shall publish and regularly update a list of materials
that were removed or discontinued, sorted by grade level, as a result of
an objection and disseminate the list to school districts for consideration
in their selection procedures.

(3) DISTRICT SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT.—

(b) Each district school superintendent shall annually notify the
department byApril3 of eaeh—year the state-adopted instructional

(4) SCHOOL PRINCIPAL.—The school principal has the following
duties for the management and care of materials at the school:

(b) Money collected for lost or damaged instructional materials; en-
forcement.—The school principal may shall collect from each student or
the student’s parent the purchase price of any instructional material
the student has lost, destroyed, or unnecessarily damaged and to report
and transmit the money collected to the district school superintendent.

curricular activities. A student may satisfy er-satisfaetion-of the debt by
the-student through community service activities at the school site as
determined by the school principal, pursuant to policies adopted by
district school board rule.

Section 19. Subsection (1) of section 1006.283, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1006.283 District school board instructional materials review pro-
cess.—
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(1) A district school board or consortium of school districts may
implement an instructional materials program that includes the review,
recommendation, adoption, and purchase of instructional materials.
The district school superintendent shall annually certify to the de-
partment by-Mareh-31-of-each-year that all instructional materials for
core courses used by the district are aligned with applicable state
standards. A list of the core instructional materials that will be used or
purchased for use by the school district shall be included in the certi-
fication.

Section 20. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 1006.33,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.33 Bids or proposals; advertisement and its contents.—

(1)a)I. Beginning with the 2026-2027 instructional materials
adoption cycle and thereafter, the department shall publish an instruc-
tional materials adoption timeline which must include, but is not limited
to, publishing bid specifications, advertising in the Florida Adminis-
trative Register, and deadlines for the submission of bids. The adoption
cycle must include at least 6 months between the release of the bid spe-
cifications and the deadline for the submission of bids, and publication
of an initial list of state-adopted instructional materials no later than
July 31 in the year preceding the adoption.

2. For the 2025-2026 instructional materials adoption cycle, the de-
partment shall publish an instructional materials adoption timeline
which must include, but is not limited to, publishing bid specifications,
advertising in the Florida Administrative Register, and deadlines for the
submission of bids. The adoption cycle must include at least 6 months
between the release of the bid specifications and the deadline for the
submission of bids. The adoption cycle must specify that the Commis-
stoner of Education shall publish an initial list of state-adopted in-
structional materials no later than December 1, 2025. This sub-
paragraph shall expire July 1, 2026. Beginning-on-or-before May15-of

Section 21.
amended to read:

Subsection (4) of section 1007.33, Florida Statutes, is

1007.33 Site-determined baccalaureate degree access.—
(4) A Florida College System institution may:

(a) Offer specified baccalaureate degree programs through formal
agreements between the Florida College System institution and other
regionally accredited postsecondary educational institutions pursuant
to s. 1007.22.

(b) Offer baccalaureate degree programs that were authorized by
law before prierte July 1, 2009.

(c) Establish a first or subsequent baccalaureate degree program for
purposes of meeting district, regional, or statewide workforce needs if
approved by the State Board of Education under this section.
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Section 22. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2), paragraphs (a) and (b) of
subsection (3), paragraph (c) of subsection (4), paragraphs (a), (b), and
(d) of subsection (5), paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of subsection (6),
paragraph (b) of subsection (7), and paragraph (b) of subsection (9) of
section 1008.25, Florida Statutes, are amended, and paragraph (h) is
added to subsection (2) of that section, to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; student support; co-
ordinated screening and progress monitoring; reporting require-
ments.—

(2) STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN.—Each district school board
shall establish a comprehensive plan for student progression which
must provide for a student’s progression from one grade to another
based on the student’s mastery of the standards in s. 1003.41, specifi-
cally English Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies
standards. The plan must:

(a) Include criteria that emphasize student reading proficiency in
kindergarten through grade 3 and provide targeted instructional sup-
port for students with identified deficiencies in English Language Arts,
mathematics, science, and social studies, including students who have
been referred to the school district from the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program pursuant to paragraph (5)(b). High schools shall
use all available assessment results, including the results of statewide,
standardized English Language Arts assessments and end-of-course
assessments for Algebra I and Geometry, to advise students of any
identified deficiencies and to provide appropriate postsecondary pre-
paratory instruction before high school graduation. The results of
evaluations used to monitor a student’s progress in grades K-12 must be
provided to the student’s teacher in a timely manner and as otherwise
required by law. Thereafter, evaluation results must be provided to the
student’s parent in a timely manner. When available, instructional
personnel must be provided with information on student achievement of
standards and benchmarks in order to improve instruction.

(h) Specify retention requirements for students in kindergarten
through grade 2 based upon each student’s performance in English
Language Arts and mathematics. For students who are retained in
kindergarten through grade 2, the plan must incorporate the parental
notification requirements provided in subsections (5) and (6), include an
opportunity for parental input on the retention decision, and include
information on the importance of students mastering early literacy and
communication skills in order to be reading at or above grade level by the
end of grade 3.

(3) ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES.—District school boards shall
allocate remedial and supplemental instruction resources to students in
the following priority:

(a) Students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
who have a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills and students in
kindergarten through grade 3 who have a substantial deficiency in
reading or the characteristics of dyslexia as determined in paragraph

(5)(a).

(b) Students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
who have a substantial deficiency in early mathematics skills and stu-
dents in kindergarten through grade 4 who have a substantial defi-
ciency in mathematics or the characteristics of dyscalculia as de-
termined in paragraph (6)(a).

(4) ASSESSMENT AND SUPPORT.—

(¢) A student who has a substantial reading deficiency as de-
termined in paragraph (5)(a) or a substantial mathematics deficiency as
determined in paragraph (6)(a) must be covered by a federally required
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student plan, such as an individual education plan or an individualized
progress monitoring plan, or both, as necessary. The individualized
progress monitoring plan must be developed within 45 days after the
results of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system
become available. The plan must shallinelude, at a minimum, include:

1. The student’s specific, identified reading or mathematics skill
deficiency.

2. Goals and benchmarks for student growth in reading or mathe-
matics.

3. A description of the specific measures that will be used to eval-
uate and monitor the student’s reading or mathematics progress.

4. For a substantial reading deficiency, the specific evidence-based
literacy instruction grounded in the science of reading which the stu-
dent will receive.

5. Strategies, resources, and materials that will be provided to the
student’s parent to support the student to make reading or mathematics

progress.

6. Any additional services the student’s teacher deems available and
appropriate to accelerate the student’s reading or mathematics skill
development.

(5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—

(a) Any student in a Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
provided by a public school who exhibits a substantial deficiency in early
literacy skills and any student in kindergarten through grade 3 who
exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading or the characteristics of
dyslexia based upon screening, diagnostic, progress monitoring, or as-
sessment data; statewide assessments; or teacher observations must be
provided intensive, explicit, systematic, and multisensory reading in-
terventions immediately following the identification of the reading de-
ficiency or the characteristics of dyslexia to address his or her specific
deficiency or dyslexia. For the purposes of this subsection, a Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program student is deemed to exhibit a
substantial deficiency in early literacy skills based upon the results of the
midyear or final administration of the coordinated screening and pro-
gress monitoring under subsection (9).

1. The department shall provide a list of state examined and ap-
proved comprehensive reading and intervention programs. The inter-
vention programs shall be provided in addition to the comprehensive
core reading instruction that is provided to all students in the general
education classroom. Dyslexia-specific interventions, as defined by rule
of the State Board of Education, shall be provided to students who have
the characteristics of dyslexia. The reading intervention programs must
do all of the following:

a. Provide explicit, direct instruction that is systematic, sequential,
and cumulative in language development, phonological awareness,
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension, as applicable.

b. Provide daily targeted small group reading interventions based
on student need in phonological awareness, phonics, including decoding
and encoding, sight words, vocabulary, or comprehension.

c. Be implemented during regular school hours.

2. A school may not wait for a student to receive a failing grade at
the end of a grading period or wait until a plan under paragraph (4)(b) is
developed to identify the student as having a substantial reading defi-
ciency and initiate intensive reading interventions. In addition, a school
may not wait until an evaluation conducted pursuant to s. 1003.57 is
completed to provide appropriate, evidence-based interventions for a
student whose parent submits documentation from a professional li-
censed under chapter 490 which demonstrates that the student has
been diagnosed with dyslexia. Such interventions must be initiated
upon receipt of the documentation and based on the student’s specific
areas of difficulty as identified by the licensed professional.

3. A student’s reading proficiency must be monitored and the in-
tensive interventions must continue until the student demonstrates
grade level proficiency in a manner determined by the district, which
may include achieving a Level 3 on the statewide, standardized English
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Language Arts assessment. The State Board of Education shall identify
by rule guidelines for determining whether a student in a Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program has a deficiency in early literacy
skills or a student in kindergarten through grade 3 has a substantial
deficiency in reading.

(b) A Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program student who
exhibits a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills based upon the
results of the administration of the midyear or final coordinated
screening and progress monitoring under subsection (9) shall be re-
ferred to the local school district and may be eligible to receive in-
struction in early literacy skills before participating in kindergarten. A
student with an individual education plan who has been retained pur-
suant to paragraph (2)(g) and has demonstrated a substantial deficiency
in early literacy skills must receive instruction in early literacy skills.

(d) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency
in reading, as described in paragraph (a), must be immediately notified
in writing of the following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial
deficiency in reading, including a description and explanation, in terms
understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of the student’s dif-
ficulty in learning and lack of achievement in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are provided to the
child.

3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions and sup-
ports that will be provided to the child that are designed to remediate
the identified area of reading deficiency.

4. The student progression requirements under paragraph (2)(h) and
that if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of
grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or she is exempt from
mandatory retention for good cause.

5. Strategies, including multisensory strategies and programming,
through a read-at-home plan the parent can use in helping his or her
child succeed in reading. The read-at-home plan must provide access to
the resources identified in paragraph (e) 5.

6. That the statewide, standardized English Language Arts as-
sessment is not the sole determiner of promotion and that additional
evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are available to the
child to assist parents and the school district in knowing when a child is
reading at or above grade level and ready for grade promotion.

7. The district’s specific criteria and policies for a portfolio as pro-
vided in subparagraph (7)(b)4. and the evidence required for a student
to demonstrate mastery of Florida’s academic standards for English
Language Arts. A school must immediately begin collecting evidence for
a portfolio when a student in grade 3 is identified as being at risk of
retention or upon the request of the parent, whichever occurs first.

8. The district’s specific criteria and policies for midyear promotion.
Midyear promotion means promotion of a retained student at any time
during the year of retention once the student has demonstrated ability
to read at grade level.

9. Information about the student’s eligibility for the New Worlds
Reading Initiative under s. 1003.485 and the New Worlds Scholarship
Accounts under s. 1002.411 and information on parent training modules
and other reading engagement resources available through the in-
itiative.

After initial notification, the school shall apprise the parent at least
monthly of the student’s progress in response to the intensive inter-
ventions and supports. Such communications must be in writing and
must explain any additional interventions or supports that will be im-
plemented to accelerate the student’s progress if the interventions and
supports already being implemented have not resulted in improvement.
Upon the request of the parent, the teacher or school administrator shall
meet to discuss the student’s progress. The parent may request more
frequent notification of the student’s progress, more frequent interven-
tions or supports, and earlier implementation of the additional inter-
ventions or supports described in the initial notification.
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(6) MATHEMATICS DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICA-
TION.—

(a) Any student in a Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
provided by a public school who exhibits a substantial deficiency in early
mathematics skills and any student in kindergarten through grade 4
who exhibits a substantial deficiency in mathematics or the character-
istics of dyscalculia based upon screening, diagnostic, progress mon-
itoring, or assessment data; statewide assessments; or teacher ob-
servations must:

1. Immediately following the identification of the mathematics de-
ficiency, be provided systematic and explicit mathematics instruction to
address his or her specific deficiencies through either:

a. Daily targeted small group mathematics intervention based on
student need; or

b. Supplemental, evidence-based mathematics interventions before
or after school, or both, delivered by a highly qualified teacher of
mathematics or a trained tutor.

2. The performance of a student receiving mathematics instruction
under subparagraph 1. must be monitored, and instruction must be
adjusted based on the student’s need.

3. The department shall provide a list of state examined and ap-
proved mathematics intervention programs, curricula, and high-quality
supplemental materials that may be used to improve a student’s
mathematics deficiencies. In addition, the department shall work, at a
minimum, with the Florida Center for Mathematics and Science Edu-
cation Research established in s. 1004.86 to disseminate information to
school districts and teachers on effective evidence-based explicit
mathematics instructional practices, strategies, and interventions.

4. A school may not wait for a student to receive a failing grade at
the end of a grading period or wait until a plan under paragraph (4)(b) is
developed to identify the student as having a substantial mathematics
deficiency and initiate intensive mathematics interventions. In addi-
tion, a school may not wait until an evaluation conducted pursuant to s.
1003.57 is completed to provide appropriate, evidence-based interven-
tions for a student whose parent submits documentation from a pro-
fessional licensed under chapter 490 which demonstrates that the stu-
dent has been diagnosed with dyscalculia. Such interventions must be
initiated upon receipt of the documentation and based on the student’s
specific areas of difficulty as identified by the licensed professional.

5. The mathematics proficiency of a student receiving additional
mathematics supports must be monitored and the intensive interven-
tions must continue until the student demonstrates grade level profi-
ciency in a manner determined by the district, which may include
achieving a Level 3 on the statewide, standardized Mathematics as-
sessment. The State Board of Education shall identify by rule guidelines
for determining whether a student in a Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program has a deficiency in early mathematics skills or a
student in kindergarten through grade 4 has a substantial deficiency in
mathematics.

For the purposes of this subsection, a Voluntary Prekindergarten Edu-
cation Program student is deemed to exhibit a substantial deficiency in
mathematics skills based upon the results of the midyear or final ad-
ministration of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring
under subsection (9).

(b) A Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program student who
exhibits a substantial deficiency in early math skills based upon the
results of the administration of the midyear or final coordinated
screening and progress monitoring under subsection (8) shall be re-
ferred to the local school district and may be eligible to receive intensive
mathematics interventions before participating in kindergarten.

(¢) The parent of a student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in
mathematics, as described in paragraph (a), must be immediately no-
tified in writing of the following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial
deficiency in mathematics, including a description and explanation, in
terms understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of the student’s
difficulty in learning and lack of achievement in mathematics.
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2. A description of the current services that are provided to the
child.

3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions and sup-
ports that will be provided to the child that are designed to remediate
the identified area of mathematics deficiency.

4. Strategies, including multisensory strategies and programming,
through a home-based plan the parent can use in helping his or her
child succeed in mathematics. The home-based plan must provide ac-
cess to the resources identified in paragraph (d) ¢e).

After the initial notification, the school shall apprise the parent at least
monthly of the student’s progress in response to the intensive inter-
ventions and supports. Such communications must be in writing and
must explain any additional interventions or supports that will be im-
plemented to accelerate the student’s progress if the interventions and
supports already being implemented have not resulted in improvement.
Upon the request of the parent, the teacher or school administrator shall
meet to discuss the student’s progress. The parent may request more
frequent notification of the student’s progress, more frequent interven-
tions or supports, and earlier implementation of the additional inter-
ventions or supports described in the initial notification.

(7) ELIMINATION OF SOCIAL PROMOTION.—

(b) The district school board may only exempt students from man-
datory retention, as provided in paragraph (5)(c), for good cause. A
student whe-is promoted to grade 4 with a good cause exemption shall
be provided intensive reading instruction and intervention that include
specialized diagnostic information and specific reading strategies to
meet the needs of each student so promoted. The school district shall
assist schools and teachers with the implementation of explicit, sys-
tematic, and multisensory reading instruction and intervention strat-
egies for students promoted with a good cause exemption which re-
search has shown to be successful in improving reading among students
who have reading difficulties. Upon the request of the parent, the teacher
or school administrator shall meet to discuss the student’s progress. The
parent may request more frequent notification of the student’s progress,
more frequent interventions or supports, and earlier implementation of
the additional interventions or supports described in the initial notifi-
cation. Good cause exemptions are limited to the following:

1. Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2
years of instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages
program based on the initial date of entry into a school in the United
States.

2. Students with disabilities whose individual education plan in-
dicates that participation in the statewide assessment program is not
appropriate, consistent with the requirements of s. 1008.212.

3. Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on
an alternative standardized reading or English Language Arts assess-
ment approved by the State Board of Education.

4. A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he
or she is performing at least at Level 2 on the statewide, standardized
English Language Arts assessment.

5. Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized
English Language Arts assessment and who have an individual edu-
cation plan or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has
received intensive instruction in reading or English Language Arts for
more than 2 years but still demonstrates a deficiency and was pre-
viously retained in prekindergarten, kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or
grade 3.

6. Students who have received intensive reading intervention for 2
or more years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who
were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3
for a total of 2 years. A student may not be retained more than once in
grade 3.

(9) COORDINATED SCREENING AND PROGRESS MONITOR-
ING SYSTEM.—

(b) Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, private Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program providers and public schools must
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participate in the coordinated screening and progress monitoring sys-
tem pursuant to this paragraph.

1. For students in the school-year Voluntary Prekindergarten Edu-
cation Program through grade 2, the coordinated screening and pro-
gress monitoring system must be administered at least three times
within a pregram—ear-or school year;-as-appheable, with the first ad-
ministration occurring no later than the first 30 instructional days after
a student’s enrollment or the start of the program—earor school year,
the second administration occurring midyear, and the third adminis-
tration occurring within the last 30 days of the pregramer school year
pursuant to state board rule. The state board may adopt alternate
timeframes to address nontraditional school year calendars er-summer
programs to ensure the coordinated screening and progress monitoring
program is administered a minimum of three times within a year er
program.

2. For students in the summer prekindergarten program, the co-
ordinated screening and progress monitoring system must be adminis-
tered two times, with the first administration occurring no later than the
first 10 instructional days after a student’s enrollment or the start of the
summer prekindergarten program, and the final administration occur-
ring within the last 10 days of the summer prekindergarten program
pursuant to state board rule.

3.2: For grades 3 through 10 English Language Arts and grades 3
through 8 Mathematics, the coordinated screening and progress mon-
itoring system must be administered at the beginning, middle, and end
of the school year pursuant to state board rule. The end-of-year ad-
ministration of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring
system must be a comprehensive progress monitoring assessment ad-
ministered in accordance with the scheduling requirements under s.
1008.22(7)(c).

Section 23. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 1008.31, Flor-
ida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.31 Florida’s Early Learning-20 education performance ac-
countability system; legislative intent; mission, goals, and systemwide
measures; data quality improvements.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—It is the intent of the Legislature
that:

(¢) The Early Learning-20 education performance accountability
system comply with the requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act
of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-95 “Ne-Child-Left Behind-Aet-0f 20012 Pub-—L-
Ne—106731106, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA).

Section 24. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 1008.33,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.33 Authority to enforce public school improvement.—

(4)(a) The state board shall apply intensive intervention and sup-
port strategies tailored to the needs of schools earning two consecutive
grades of “D” or a grade of “F.” In the first full school year after a school
initially earns a grade of “D,” the school district must immediately
implement intervention and support strategies prescribed in rule under
paragraph (3)(c). For a school that initially earns a grade of “F” or a
second consecutive grade of “D,” the school district must either continue
implementing or immediately begin implementing intervention and
support strategies prescribed in rule under paragraph (3)(c) and provide
the department, by September 1, with the memorandum of under-
standing negotiated pursuant to s. 1001.42(21) and, by October 1, a
district-managed turnaround plan for approval by the state board. The
district-managed turnaround plan may include a proposal for the dis-
trict to implement an extended school day, a summer program, a com-
bination of an extended school day and a summer program, or any other
option authorized under paragraph (b) for state board approval. A
school district is not required to wait until a school earns a second
consecutive grade of “D” to submit a turnaround plan for approval by
the state board under this paragraph. Upon approval by the state board,
the school district must implement the plan for the remainder of the
school year and continue the plan for 1 full school year. The state board
may allow a school an additional year of implementation before the
school must implement a turnaround option required under paragraph
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(b) if it determines that the school is likely to improve to a grade of “C”
or higher after the first full school year of implementation. The state
board may also allow a school that has received a grant pursuant to s.
1003.64 additional time to implement a community school model.

Section 25. Section 1008.332, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.332 Committee of practitioners pursuant to federal Every
Student Succeeds Ne—Ghild—Left—Behind Act.—The Department of
Education shall establish a committee of practitioners pursuant to
federal requirements of the Every Student Succeeds No-ChildTeftBe-
hind Act of 2015 206%. The committee members shall be appointed by

the Commlsswner of Educatlon andshatannaaly reporttothe Govw

Rep%eseﬁ%&twes—by—J—&n&a%y—} The comm1ttee shall meet regularly and
is authorized to review potential rules and policies that will be con-
sidered by the State Board of Education.

Section 26. Subsection (5) of section 1008.34, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.34 School grading system; school report cards; district grade.—

(5) DISTRICT GRADE.—Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year,
a school district’s grade shall include a district-level calculation of the
components under paragraph (3)(b). This calculation methodology cap-
tures each eligible student in the district who may have transferred
among schools within the district or is enrolled in a school that does not
receive a grade. The department shall develop a district report card that
includes the district grade; the information required under s.
1008.345(3) s—1068:345(5); measures of the district’s progress in closing
the achievement gap between higher-performing student subgroups and
lower-performing student subgroups; measures of the district’s progress
in demonstrating Learning Gains of its highest-performing students;
measures of the district’s success in improving student attendance; the
district’s grade-level promotion of students scoring achievement levels 1
and 2 on statewide, standardized English Language Arts and Mathe-
matics assessments; and measures of the district’s performance in
preparing students for the transition from elementary to middle school,
middle to high school, and high school to postsecondary institutions and
careers.

Section 27. Subsections (5) through (7) of section 1008.345, Florida
Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (3) through (5), respectively,
and present subsections (3), (4), and (5) and paragraph (d) of present
subsection (6) of that section are amended to read:

1008.345 Implementation of state system of school improvement
and education accountability.—

(3)66) The commissioner shall annually report to the State Board of
Education and the Legislature and recommend changes in state policy
necessary to foster school improvement and education accountability.
The report must shall include:

@) for each school district:

(@) The percentage of students, by school and grade level, de-
monstrating learning growth in English Language Arts and mathe-
matics.

(b)2: The percentage of students, by school and grade level, in both
the highest and lowest quartiles demonstrating learning growth in
English Language Arts and mathematics.

(¢)3= The information contained in the school district’s annual report
required pursuant to s. 1008.25(10).



School reports must shall be distributed pursuant to this subsection and
s. 1001.42(18)(c) and according to rules adopted by the State Board of
Education.

(4)¢6)

(d) The commissioner shall assign a community assessment team to
each school district or governing board with a school that earned a grade
of “D” or “F” pursuant to s. 1008.34 to review the school performance
data and determine causes for the low performance, including the role of
school, area, and district administrative personnel. The community
assessment team shall review a high school’s graduation rate calculated
without high school equivalency diploma recipients for the past 3 years,
disaggregated by student ethnicity. The team shall make recommend-
ations to the school board or the governing board and to the State Board
of Education based-on-the-interventions—and-suppert-strategiesidenti-
fied-pursuant-to-subseetion(b5) to address the causes of the school’s low
performance and to incorporate the strategies into the school improve-
ment plan. The assessment team shall include, but not be limited to, a
department representative, parents, business representatives, educa-
tors, representatives of local governments, and community activists,
and shall represent the demographics of the community from which
they are appointed.

Section 28. Subsection (3) of section 1008.45, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.45 Florida College System institution accountability pro-
cess.—

College System institution boards of trustees shall address within the
annual evaluation of the presidents;—the achievement of the perfor-
mance goals established by the accountability process.

Section 29. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section 1000.05,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1000.05 Discrimination against students and employees in the
Florida K-20 public education system prohibited; equality of access re-
quired.—

(2

(d) Students may be separated by sex for a single-gender program as

provided—under-s-—1002-311, for any portion of a class that deals with

human reproduction, or during participation in bodily contact sports.
For the purpose of this section, bodily contact sports include wrestling,
boxing, rugby, ice hockey, football, basketball, and other sports in which
the purpose or major activity involves bodily contact.

Section 30. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 1002.31,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.31 Controlled
choice.—

(2)

open enrollment; public school parental

(b) Each school district and charter school capacity determinations
for its schools, by grade level, must be updated every 12 weeks and be
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identified on the school district and charter school’s websites. In de-
termining the capacity of each district school, the district school board
shall incorporate the specifications, plans, elements, and commitments
contained in the school district educational facilities plan and the long-
term work programs required under s. 1013.35. Each charter school
governing board shall determine capacity based upon its charter school
contract. Each virtual charter school and each school district with a
contract with an approved virtual instruction program provider shall
determine capacity based upon the enrollment requirements estab-

lished under s. 1002.45(1)(d)4. s—3002-45(1)¢e)4-

Section 31. Subsection (3) of section 1002.321, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1002.321 Digital learning.—

(3) CUSTOMIZED AND ACCELERATED LEARNING.—A school
district must establish multiple opportunities for student participation
in part-time and full-time kindergarten through grade 12 virtual in-
struction. Options include, but are not limited to:

(a) School district operated part-time or full-time virtual instruction
programs under s. 1002.45 s—3002-45(H¢b) for kindergarten through
grade 12 students enrolled in the school district. A full-time program
shall operate under its own Master School Identification Number.

(b) Florida Virtual School instructional services authorized under s.
1002.37.

(¢) Blended learning instruction provided by charter schools au-
thorized under s. 1002.33.

(d) Virtual charter school instruction authorized under s. 1002.33.

(e) Courses delivered in the traditional school setting by personnel
providing direct instruction through virtual instruction or through
blended learning courses consisting of both traditional classroom and
online instructional techniques pursuant to s. 1003.498.

(f) Virtual courses offered in the course code directory to students
within the school district or to students in other school districts
throughout the state pursuant to s. 1003.498.

Section 32. Subsection (1), paragraph (a) of subsection (6), and
paragraph (a) of subsection (10) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—AIl charter schools in Florida are public
schools and shall be part of the state’s program of public education. A
charter school may be formed by creating a new school or converting an
existing public school to charter status. A charter school may operate a
virtual charter school pursuant to s. 1002.45(1)(c) s—3180245(¢d) to
provide online instruction to students, pursuant to s. 1002.455, in kin-
dergarten through grade 12. The school district in which the student
enrolls in the virtual charter school shall report the student for funding
pursuant to s. 1011.61(1)(c)1.b.(VI), and the home school district shall
not report the student for funding. An existing charter school that is
seeking to become a virtual charter school must amend its charter or
submit a new application pursuant to subsection (6) to become a virtual
charter school. A virtual charter school is subject to the requirements of
this section; however, a virtual charter school is exempt from sub-
paragraph (7)(a)13., subsections (18) and (19), paragraph (20)(c), and s.
1003.03. A public school may not use the term charter in its name
unless it has been approved under this section.

(6) APPLICATION PROCESS AND REVIEW.—Charter school ap-
plications are subject to the following requirements:

(a) A person or entity seeking to open a charter school shall prepare
and submit an application on the standard application form prepared by
the Department of Education which:

1. Demonstrates how the school will use the guiding principles and
meet the statutorily defined purpose of a charter school.

2. Provides a detailed curriculum plan that illustrates how students
will be provided services to attain the state academic standards.
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3. Contains goals and objectives for improving student learning and
measuring that improvement. These goals and objectives must indicate
how much academic improvement students are expected to show each
year, how success will be evaluated, and the specific results to be at-
tained through instruction.

4. Describes the reading curriculum and differentiated strategies
that will be used for students reading at grade level or higher and a
separate curriculum and strategies for students who are reading below
grade level. Reading instructional strategies for foundational skills
shall include phonics instruction for decoding and encoding as the pri-
mary instructional strategy for word reading. Instructional strategies
may not employ the three-cueing system model of reading or visual
memory as a basis for teaching word reading. Such strategies may in-
clude visual information and strategies that improve background and
experiential knowledge, add context, and increase oral language and
vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be used to teach
word reading. A sponsor shall deny an application if the school does not
propose a reading curriculum that is consistent with effective teaching
strategies that are grounded in scientifically based reading research.

5. Contains an annual financial plan for each year requested by the
charter for operation of the school for up to 5 years. This plan must
contain anticipated fund balances based on revenue projections, a
spending plan based on projected revenues and expenses, and a de-
scription of controls that will safeguard finances and projected enroll-
ment trends.

6. Discloses the name of each applicant, governing board member,
and all proposed education services providers; the name and sponsor of
any charter school operated by each applicant, each governing board
member, and each proposed education services provider that has closed
and the reasons for the closure; and the academic and financial history
of such charter schools, which the sponsor shall consider in deciding
whether to approve or deny the application.

7. Contains additional information a sponsor may require, which
shall be attached as an addendum to the charter school application
described in this paragraph.

8. For the establishment of a virtual charter school, documents that
the applicant has contracted with a provider of virtual instruction ser-

vices pursuant to s. 1002.45(1)(c) s—3002-46(14).

9. Describes the mathematics curriculum and differentiated strat-
egies that will be used for students performing at grade level or higher
and a separate mathematics curriculum and strategies for students who
are performing below grade level.

(10) ELIGIBLE STUDENTS.—

(a)1. A charter school may be exempt from the requirements of s.
1002.31 if the school is open to any student covered in an interdistrict
agreement and any student residing in the school district in which the
charter school is located.

2. A virtual charter school when enrolling students shall comply
with the applicable requirements of s. 1002.31 and with the enrollment
requirements established under s. 1002.45(1)(d)4. s—31002-45(1)}e)4-

3. A charter lab school shall be open to any student eligible to attend
the lab school as provided in s. 1002.32 or who resides in the school
district in which the charter lab school is located.

4. Any eligible student shall be allowed interdistrict transfer to at-
tend a charter school when based on good cause. Good cause shall in-
clude, but is not limited to, geographic proximity to a charter school in a
neighboring school district.

Section 33. Subsections (1), (2), and (5) of section 1002.455, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.455 Student eligibility for K-12 virtual instruction.—All stu-
dents, including home education and private school students, are eli-
gible to participate in any of the following virtual instruction options:

(1) School district operated part-time or full-time kindergarten
through grade 12 virtual instruction programs pursuant to s.
1002.45(1)(b)4. s—31002-45(1)e)4- to students within the school district.
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(2) Part-time or full-time virtual charter school instruction author-
ized pursuant to s. 1002.45(1)(b)5. s—31062-45(1)e)5- to students within
the school district or to students in other school districts throughout the
state pursuant to s. 1002.31; however, the school district enrolling the
full-time equivalent virtual student shall comply with the enrollment
requirements established under s. 1002.45(1)(d)4. s—3002-45(1)e)4-

(5) Virtual instruction provided by a school district through a con-
tract with an approved virtual instruction program provider pursuant
to s. 1002.45(1)(b)2. s—3100245(1)¥e)2- to students within the school
district or to students in other school districts throughout the state
pursuant to s. 1002.31; however the school district enrolling the full-
time equivalent virtual student shall comply with the enrollment re-
quirements established under s. 1002.45(1)(d)4. s—3100245(1¢e)4-

Section 34. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and paragraph (e) of
subsection (7) of section 1008.22, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—

(3) STATEWIDE, STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.—
The Commissioner of Education shall design and implement a state-
wide, standardized assessment program aligned to the core curricular
content established in the state academic standards. The commissioner
also must develop or select and implement a common battery of as-
sessment tools that will be used in all juvenile justice education pro-
grams in the state. These tools must accurately measure the core cur-
ricular content established in the state academic standards.
Participation in the assessment program is mandatory for all school
districts and all students attending public schools, including adult
students seeking a standard high school diploma under s. 1003.4282
and students in Department of Juvenile Justice education programs,
except as otherwise provided by law. If a student does not participate in
the assessment program, the school district must notify the student’s
parent and provide the parent with information regarding the im-
plications of such nonparticipation. The statewide, standardized as-
sessment program shall be designed and implemented as follows:

(a) Statewide, standardized comprehensive assessments.—

1. The statewide, standardized English Language Arts (ELA) as-
sessments shall be administered to students in grades 3 through 10.
Retake opportunities for the grade 10 ELA assessment must be pro-
vided. Reading passages and writing prompts for ELA assessments
shall incorporate grade-level core curricula content from social studies.
The statewide, standardized Mathematics assessments shall be ad-
ministered annually in grades 3 through 8. The statewide, standardized
Science assessment shall be administered annually at least once at the
elementary and middle grades levels. In order to earn a standard high
school diploma, a student who has not earned a passing score on the
grade 10 ELA assessment must earn a passing score on the assessment
retake or earn a concordant score as authorized under subsection (9).

2. Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, the end-of-year com-
prehensive progress monitoring assessment administered pursuant to s.
1008.25(9)(b)3. s—1008:25(9)k»)2- is the statewide, standardized ELA
assessment for students in grades 3 through 10 and the statewide,
standardized Mathematics assessment for students in grades 3 through
8.

(7) ASSESSMENT SCHEDULES AND REPORTING OF RE-
SULTS.—

(e) A school district may not schedule more than 5 percent of a
student’s total school hours in a school year to administer statewide,
standardized assessments; the coordinated screening and progress
monitoring system under s. 1008.25(9)(b)3. s—1008:25(9b)2-; and dis-
trict-required local assessments. The district must secure written con-
sent from a student’s parent before administering district-required local
assessments that, after applicable statewide, standardized assessments
and coordinated screening and progress monitoring are scheduled, ex-
ceed the 5 percent test administration limit for that student under this
paragraph. The 5 percent test administration limit for a student under
this paragraph may be exceeded as needed to provide test accom-
modations that are required by an IEP or are appropriate for an English
language learner who is currently receiving services in a program op-
erated in accordance with an approved English language learner dis-
trict plan pursuant to s. 1003.56. Notwithstanding this paragraph, a
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student may choose within a school year to take an examination or
assessment adopted by State Board of Education rule pursuant to this
section and ss. 1007.27, 1008.30, and 1008.44.

Section 35. Subsection (4) of section 1008.37, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.37 Postsecondary feedback of information to high schools.—

(4) As a part of the school improvement plan pursuant to s.
1008.345, the State Board of Education shall ensure that each school
district and high school develops strategies to improve student readi-

ness for the public postsecondary level based-en-annual-analysis-of-the
feedbackreport-data.

Section 36. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 1013.841,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.841 End of year balance of Florida College System institution
funds.—

(4) A Florida College System institution identified in paragraph
(3)(b) must include in its carry forward spending plan the estimated cost
per planned expenditure and a timeline for completion of the ex-
penditure. Authorized expenditures in a carry forward spending plan
may include:

(a) Commitment of funds to a public education capital outlay project
for which an appropriation was previously provided, which requires
additional funds for completion, and which is included in the list re-

quired by s. 1001.03(18)(d) s—31001-031.9)d);
Section 37. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
And the title is amended as follows:

Remove everything before the enacting clause and insert: A bill to
be entitled An act relating to education; amending s. 1001.02, F.S;
deleting a requirement that the State Board of Education establish the
cost of certain tuition and fees; amending s. 1001.03, F.S.; deleting a
requirement that the state board identify certain metrics and develop a
specified plan relating to the Florida College System; amending s.
1002.3105, F.S.; deleting a requirement that a performance contract be
completed if a student participates in an Academically Challenging
Curriculum to Enhance Learning option; providing that a performance
contract may be used at the discretion of the principal; repealing s.
1002.311, F.S., relating to single-gender programs; amending s.
1002.34, F.S.; deleting a requirement for the Commissioner of Educa-
tion to provide for an annual comparative evaluation of charter tech-
nical career centers and public technical centers; amending s. 1002.45,
F.S.; deleting a requirement that school districts provide certain virtual
instruction options to students; deleting a requirement that virtual
instruction program providers be nonsectarian; authorizing school dis-
tricts to provide certain students with the equipment and access ne-
cessary for participation in virtual instruction programs; amending s.
1002.61, F.S.; authorizing school districts to satisfy specified require-
ments for such program by contracting with certain providers; amend-
ing s. 1002.82, F.S.; requiring the Department of Education to review
school readiness program plans every 3 years, rather than every 2
years; amending s. 1002.85, F.S.; requiring early learning coalitions to
submit school readiness program plans to the department every 3 years,
rather than every 2 years; amending s. 1003.435, F.S.; revising the
eligibility requirements for students to take the high school equivalency
examination; amending s. 1003.4935, F.S.; deleting a requirement that
the department collect and report certain data relating to a middle
school career and professional academy or a career-themed course; re-
pealing s. 1003.4995, F.S., relating to the fine arts report prepared by
the Commissioner of Education; repealing s. 1003.4996, F.S., relating to
the Competency-Based Education Pilot Program; amending s.
1003.49965, F.S.; authorizing, rather than requiring, a school district to
hold an Art in the Capitol Competition; amending s. 1003.51, F.S.; de-
leting a requirement regarding assessment procedures for Department
of Juvenile Justice education programs; revising requirements for
which assessment results must be included in a student’s discharge
packet; deleting requirements for specified sanctions against district
school boards for unsatisfactory performance in their Department of
Juvenile Justice education programs; amending s. 1003.621, F.S.; de-
leting a requirement for academically high-performing school districts
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to submit an annual report to the state board; repealing s. 1004.925,
F.S., relating to automotive service technology education programs and
certification; amending s. 1006.28, F.S.; revising the definition of the
term “adequate instructional materials”; requiring certain information
published and regularly updated by the Department of Education to be
sorted by grade level; deleting a timeframe requirement for each district
school superintendent to notify the department about instructional
materials; deleting a requirement for such notification; authorizing,
rather than requiring, a school principal to collect the purchase price of
instructional materials lost, destroyed, or unnecessarily damaged by a
student; amending s. 1006.283, F.S.; deleting a timeframe requirement
for a district school superintendent to certify to the department that
certain instructional materials meet applicable state standards;
amending s. 1006.33, F.S.; beginning with a specified adoption cycle,
requiring the department to publish an instructional materials adop-
tion timeline; providing requirements for such timeline and adoption
cycle; providing requirements for the 2025-2026 instructional materials
adoption cycle; providing an expiration date for such requirements;
deleting certain timelines relating to the adoption of instructional ma-
terials; amending s. 1007.33, F.S.; deleting a provision authorizing the
Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg College to establish certain degree
programs; amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; revising the requirements for
comprehensive plans for student progression; revising the students who
receive priority for allocation of remedial and supplemental instruction
resources; requiring individualized progress monitoring plans to be
developed within a specified timeframe; providing requirements for
students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program who
exhibit a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills and early
mathematics skills; providing that substantial deficiencies in early lit-
eracy skills and early mathematics skills for such students are de-
termined by specified results of the coordinated screening and progress
monitoring; requiring the State Board of Education to identify specified
guidelines in rule; requiring teachers and school administrators to meet
with specified parents upon the request of such parents; authorizing
such parents to request specified actions; revising requirements for the
administration of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring
system; providing requirements for the administration of such system
for students in the summer prekindergarten program; amending s.
1008.31, F.S.; revising a provision relating to the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001 to relate to the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015;
amending s. 1008.33, F.S.; authorizing the state board to allow certain
schools additional time to implement a community school model;
amending s. 1008.332, F.S.; revising a provision relating to the No Child
Left Behind Act of 2001 to relate to the Every Student Succeeds Act of
2015; deleting a requirement for certain committee members to an-
nually report to specified entities; amending s. 1008.34, F.S.; conform-
ing a cross-reference; amending s. 1008.345, F.S.; deleting a require-
ment for the department to develop an annual feedback report; deleting
a requirement for the Commissioner of Education to review specified
feedback reports and submit findings to the state board; deleting certain
requirements for a report the commissioner produces annually for the
state board and the Legislature; revising what information certain
community assessment team recommendations are based on; amending
s. 1008.45, F.S.; deleting a requirement that the state board provide a
specified annual evaluation; amending ss. 1000.05, 1002.31, 1002.321,
1002.33, 1002.455, 1008.22, 1008.37, and 1013.841, F.S.; conforming
provisions and cross-references to changes made by the act; providing
an effective date.

On motion by Senator Simon, the Senate concurred in House
Amendment 1 (471783).

CS for SB 7004 passed, as amended, was ordered engrossed and then
enrolled. The action of the Senate was certified to the House. The vote
on passage was:

Yeas—38

Madam President Burgess Harrell
Albritton Burton Hooper
Avila Calatayud Hutson
Berman Collins Ingoglia
Book Davis Jones
Boyd DiCeglie Martin
Bradley Garcia Mayfield
Brodeur Grall Osgood
Broxson Gruters Pizzo
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Polsky Simon Trumbull
Powell Stewart Wright
Rodriguez Thompson Yarborough
Rouson Torres

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Baxley, Perry

The Honorable Kathleen Passidomo, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS/SB 7002, with 1 amendment, and requests the con-
currence of the Senate.

Jeff Takacs, Clerk

CS for SB 7002—A bill to be entitled An act relating to deregulation
of public schools/school district finance and budgets, facilities, and ad-
ministration and oversight; amending s. 120.81, F.S.; providing that
district school boards are not subject to certain rule requirements under
certain circumstances; amending s. 163.31777, F.S.; revising require-
ments for what a district school board's interlocal agreement must ad-
dress; amending s. 200.065, F.S.; requiring a district school board to
advertise its intent to adopt a tentative budget on a publicly available
website if it does not advertise such intent in a newspaper of general
circulation; defining the term "publicly accessible website"; amending s.
252.38, F.S.; requiring district school boards to provide personnel access
to facilities for emergency management, rather than staffing such fa-
cilities, or perform other specified duties as may be required in the
county emergency management plan; amending s. 316.173, F.S.; re-
vising requirements for signage that must be posted on certain school
buses; authorizing certain civil penalties to be used by a district school
board to recruit and retain specified school bus drivers; amending s.
1001.02, F.S.; revising a duty of the State Board of Education to adopt
certain rules; amending s. 1001.23, F.S.; requiring the Department of
Education to annually inform district school superintendents that they
may petition to receive a specified declaratory statement; requiring the
department to annually provide school districts with a list of statutory
and rule requirements; providing requirements for such list; amending
s. 1001.372, F.S.; authorizing public notices for district school board
meetings to be posted on a publicly accessible website or the official
district school board website; amending s. 1001.42, F.S.; deleting re-
quirements for financial procedures that must be followed by district
school boards to ensure adequate educational facilities for students;
amending s. 1001.49, F.S.; revising the general powers of district school
superintendents to include establishing a process for the review and
approval of certain policies and procedures through the delegated au-
thority of district school boards; amending s. 1002.20, F.S.; revising a
requirement relating to how a parent is informed of placement of a
student in a specified program; revising a requirement relating to how a
parent is informed of a student's suspension; deleting a requirement
that the school financial report be in the student handbook; requiring
the department to produce specified reports relating to school ac-
countability and make such reports available on the department's
website; requiring each school district to provide a link to such reports;
deleting a requirement that an economic security report of employment
and earning outcomes be provided to students; amending s. 1002.33,
F.S.; deleting a requirement for an unused district school board facility
or property to be provided for a charter school's use; revising a re-
quirement for school districts to provide certain information relating to
vacant classrooms to the department; amending s. 1002.333, F.S.; re-
vising a provision authorizing school districts to make certain unused
facilities available to hope operators; amending s. 1003.03, F.S.; delet-
ing a requirement for district school boards to provide an accountability
plan to the Commissioner of Education under certain conditions;
amending s. 1003.53, F.S.; revising how district school boards may
provide notice to parents relating to a dropout prevention and academic
intervention program; repealing s. 1006.025, F.S., relating to guidance
services; amending s. 1006.09, F.S.; revising how a school principal or
the principal's designee may provide notice to inform a parent of a
student's suspension; amending s. 1006.1494, F.S.; providing that pro-
visions relating to student online personal information protection do not
require a K-12 school, school district, or school board to include any
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provisions in an operator or vendor contract; amending s. 1010.02, F.S.;
providing that school districts are subject to varying reporting fre-
quencies based on financial status; requiring the State Board of Edu-
cation to adopt rules; amending s. 1010.11, F.S.; providing that school
districts are exempt from certain requirements relating to electronic
transfer of funds; amending s. 1010.20, F.S.; requiring charter schools
to respond to monitoring questions from the department; amending s.
1011.03, F.S.; requiring district school boards to publish their tentative
budgets on a publicly accessible website if not published on the district's
official website; deleting a requirement for district school boards to
publish their tentative budgets in a newspaper or at a courthouse under
certain circumstances; amending s. 1011.035, F.S.; revising require-
ments relating to a district school board publishing its tentative budget
online; amending s. 1011.14, F.S.; revising the types of facilities on
which district school boards may incur certain financial obligations;
amending s. 1011.60, F.S.; revising circumstances under which the
State Board of Education may alter the requirement for the minimum
term schools must be open; amending s. 1011.68, F.S.; deleting a pro-
hibition on use of funds by school districts to purchase certain trans-
portation equipment and supplies; amending s. 1011.69, F.S.; deleting a
requirement relating to Title I fund allocations to schools; providing a
new category of funding school districts are authorized to withhold;
revising a category of funding a school district is authorized to withhold;
requiring the department to make certain funds available to local
education agencies; amending s. 1011.71, F.S.; revising the types of
facilities and expenditures for which district school boards may use
millage levies to fund; amending s. 1013.15, F.S.; conforming provisions
to changes made by the act; providing that the lease-purchase of certain
facilities is exempt from certain requirements; making a technical
change; amending s. 1013.16, F.S.; providing that a minimum lease
term requirement for land for certain construction projects does not
apply to district school boards; amending s. 1013.19, F.S.; requiring
proceeds from certain sales or leases of property to be used by boards of
trustees for a Florida College System institution or state university;
amending s. 1013.20, F.S.; deleting a district school board requirement
to plan for the use of relocatables; deleting a requirement for the com-
missioner to provide a progress report to the Legislature; repealing s.
1013.21, F.S., relating to reduction of relocatable facilities in use;
amending s. 1013.28, F.S.; deleting a requirement for surplus tangible
personal property to be provided to charter schools; amending s.
1013.31, F.S,; requiring each Florida College System institution board
of trustees and state university board of trustees to arrange for edu-
cational plant surveys; deleting provisions relating to when an educa-
tional plant survey recommendation is not required; requiring Florida
College System institution and state university boards, but not district
school boards, to participate in specified surveys; deleting a require-
ment for school districts to submit certain data to the department; re-
vising requirements for what a survey report must include; deleting a
requirement that a school district's survey must be submitted as part of
the district educational facilities plan; deleting a requirement for the
department to perform an analysis of such surveys; revising require-
ments for a facilities needs survey submitted by a district school board,;
requiring that the release of funds for a PECO project be subject to
certain authorizations; amending s. 1013.35, F.S.; deleting definitions;
revising requirements for the contents of a district school board tenta-
tive district educational facilities plan; deleting a requirement for dis-
trict school boards to coordinate with local governments to ensure
consistency between school district and local government plans; au-
thorizing, rather than requiring, local governments to review tentative
district educational facilities plans; making conforming changes;
amending s. 1013.356, F.S.; revising requirements for lease terms for
certain construction projects; deleting a requirement relating to certain
construction costs; amending s. 1013.385, F.S.; deleting requirements
for a resolution relating to educational facilities construction which may
be adopted by district school boards; providing that exceptions to re-
quirements for public shelter design criteria remain subject to certain
emergency management provisions; providing that a school board may
not be required to build more emergency-shelter space than identified
as needed; amending s. 1013.41, F.S.; revising requirements for an
educational facilities plan; revising the duties of the Office of Educa-
tional Facilities; amending s. 1013.45, F.S.; exempting district school
boards from certain contract limitations; specifying that a requirement
for the services of a registered architect apply to Florida College System
institution and state university boards of trustees; deleting a require-
ment for district school boards to reuse existing construction docu-
ments; amending s. 1013.48, F.S.; deleting a requirement for a school
district to monitor and report change orders on a district educational
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facilities plan; amending s. 1013.64, F.S.; providing that remodeling
projects for district school boards must be based on specified determi-
nations; providing that a requirement for how certain funds must be
spent only applies to Florida College System institution and state uni-
versity boards; revising requirements for the use of funds from the
Special Facility Construction Account; deleting prohibitions on the use
of specified funds that meet certain thresholds; requiring the depart-
ment to estimate, rather than review and adjust, the cost per student
station to reflect actual construction costs; deleting a requirement for
the Auditor General to review certain documentation; deleting re-
quirements relating to district school board use of funds for construction
projects; amending s. 1013.68, F.S.; revising requirements for a school
district to receive a specified distribution of funds; amending ss.
163.3180, 1002.31, 1003.621, 1003.631, 1011.6202, 1011.73, 1012.555,
and 1013.62, F.S.; conforming cross-references and provisions to chan-
ges made by the act; providing an effective date.

House Amendment 1 (568137) (with title amendment)—Remove
everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section 200.065, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

200.065 Method of fixing millage.—

(2) No millage shall be levied until a resolution or ordinance has
been approved by the governing board of the taxing authority which
resolution or ordinance must be approved by the taxing authority ac-
cording to the following procedure:

(f)1. Notwithstanding any provisions of paragraph (c) to the con-
trary, each school district shall advertise its intent to adopt a tentative
budget on a publicly accessible website pursuant to s. 50.0311 or in a
newspaper of general circulation pursuant to subsection (3) within 29
days after of certification of value pursuant to subsection (1). For the
purpose of this paragraph, the term “publicly accessible website” in-
cludes a district school board’s official website if the school board website
satisfies the remaining requirements of s. 50.0311. Not less than 2 days
or more than 5 days thereafter, the district shall hold a public hearing
on the tentative budget pursuant to the applicable provisions of para-
graph (c). In the event of postponement or recess due to a declared state
of emergency, the school district may postpone or recess the hearing for
up to 7 days and shall post a prominent notice at the place of the ori-
ginal hearing showing the date, time, and place where the hearing will
be reconvened. The posted notice shall measure not less than 8.5 by 11
inches. The school district shall make every reasonable effort to provide
reasonable notification of the continued hearing to the taxpayers. The
information must also be posted on the school district’s website if the
district school board uses a different method of advertisement.

2. Notwithstanding any provisions of paragraph (b) to the contrary,
each school district shall advise the property appraiser of its re-
computed proposed millage rate within 35 days of certification of value
pursuant to subsection (1). The recomputed proposed millage rate of the
school district shall be considered its proposed millage rate for the
purposes of paragraph (b).

3. Notwithstanding any provisions of paragraph (d) to the contrary,
each school district shall hold a public hearing to finalize the budget and
adopt a millage rate within 80 days of certification of value pursuant to
subsection (1), but not earlier than 65 days after certification. The
hearing shall be held in accordance with the applicable provisions of
paragraph (d), except that a newspaper advertisement need not precede
the hearing.

Section 2. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 252.38, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

252.38 Emergency management powers of political subdivisions.—
Safeguarding the life and property of its citizens is an innate respon-
sibility of the governing body of each political subdivision of the state.

(1) COUNTIES.—

(d) During a declared state or local emergency and upon the request
of the director of a local emergency management agency, the district
school board or school boards in the affected area shall participate in
emergency management by providing facilities and necessary personnel
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to access staff such facilities or perform other duties related to the fa-
cilities as may be required pursuant to the county emergency manage-
ment plan and program. Each school board providing transportation
assistance in an emergency evacuation shall coordinate the use of its
vehicles and personnel with the local emergency management agency.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) and subsection (7) of sec-
tion 316.173, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

316.173 School bus infraction detection systems.—
(2)(a) The school district must post high-visibilityrefleetive signage

on the rear of each school bus in which a school bus infraction detection
system is installed and operational which indicates the use of such
system. The signage must be in the form of one or more signs or stickers
and must contain the following elements in substantially the following
form:

1. The words “STOP WHEN RED LIGHTS FLASH” or “DO NOT
PASS WHEN RED LIGHTS FLASH.”

2. The words “CAMERA ENFORCED.”
3. A graphic depiction of a camera.

(7) The civil penalties assessed and collected for a violation of s.
316.172(1)(a) or (b) enforced by a school bus infraction detection system
must be remitted to the school district in which the violation occurred.
Such civil penalties must be used for the installation or maintenance of
school bus infraction detection systems on school buses, for any other
technology that increases the safety of the transportation of students, ex
for the administration and costs associated with the enforcement of
violations as described in this section, or to provide financial awards to
recruit or retain school bus drivers in the school district in which the
civil penalties are assessed and collected.

Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section 1001.372, Flor-
ida Statutes, is amended to read:

1001.372 District school board meetings.—
(2) PLACE OF MEETINGS.—

(¢) For purpose of this section, due public notice shall consist of, at
least 2 days prior to the meeting: continuous publication on a publicly
accessible website as provided in s. 50.0311 or the official district school
board website; by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county or in each county where there is no newspaper of general
circulation in the county an announcement over at least one radio sta-
tion whose signal is generally received in the county, a reasonable
number of times daily during the 48 hours immediately preceding the
date of such meeting;; or by posting a notice at the courthouse door if no

newspaper is published in the county—atleast-2-days—prier—to—the
meeting.

Section 5. Subsection (3) of section 1001.49, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1001.49 General powers of district school superintendent.—The
district school superintendent shall have the authority, and when ne-
cessary for the more efficient and adequate operation of the district
school system, the district school superintendent shall exercise the
following powers:

(3) APPROVE OPERATIONAL POLICIES THROUGH THE DE-
LEGATED AUTHORITY OF THE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD.—
Establish a process for the review and approval of districtwide policies
and procedures, through the formal delegated authority of the district
school board, REGCOMMEND-POLICHES—Recommend-to-the-distriet
sehool-board-for-adeptionsueh-polieies pertaining to the district school
system as the district school superintendent may consider necessary for
its more efficient operation.

Section 6. Subsection (25) of section 1002.20, Florida Statutes, is
renumbered as subsection (24), and paragraph (e) of subsection (2),
paragraph (a) of subsection (4), and subsection (24) of that section are
amended, to read:
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1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public school
students must receive accurate and timely information regarding their
child’s academic progress and must be informed of ways they can help
their child to succeed in school. K-12 students and their parents are
afforded numerous statutory rights including, but not limited to, the
following:

(2) ATTENDANCE.—

(e) Dropout prevention and academic intervention programs.—The
parent of a public school student has the right to receive written notice
by certified mail or other method agreed to by the parent before prier-to
placement of the student in a dropout prevention and academic inter-
vention program and shall be notified in writing and entitled to an
administrative review of any action by school personnel relating to the
student’s placement, in accordance with the-previsiens-of s. 1003.53(5).

(4) DISCIPLINE.—

(a) Suspension of public school student.—In accordance with the
provisions of s. 1006.09(1)-(4):

1. A student may be suspended only as provided by rule of the dis-
trict school board. A good faith effort must be made to immediately
inform the parent by telephone of the student’s suspension and the
reason. Each suspension and the reason must be reported in writing
within 24 hours to the parent by United States mail or other method
agreed to by the parent. A good faith effort must be made to use parental
assistance before suspension unless the situation requires immediate
suspension.

2. A student with a disability may only be recommended for sus-
pension or expulsion in accordance with State Board of Education rules.

Section 7. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section 1002.55, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.55 School-year prekindergarten program delivered by private
prekindergarten providers.—

(3) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten program, a private
prekindergarten provider must meet each of the following require-
ments:

(¢) The private prekindergarten provider must have, for each pre-
kindergarten class of 11 children or fewer, at least one prekindergarten
instructor who meets each of the following requirements:

1. The prekindergarten instructor must hold, at a minimum, one of
the following credentials:

a. A child development associate credential issued by the National
Credentialing Program of the Council for Professional Recognition; or

b. A credential approved by the Department of Children and Fa-
milies as being equivalent to or greater than the credential described in
sub-subparagraph a.

The Department of Children and Families may adopt rules under ss.
120.536(1) and 120.54 which provide criteria and procedures for ap-
proving equivalent credentials under sub-subparagraph b.

2. The prekindergarten instructor must successfully complete three
emergent literacy training courses that include developmentally ap-
propriate and experiential learning practices for children and a student
performance standards training course approved by the department as
meeting or exceeding the minimum standards adopted under s. 1002.59.
A newly hired prekindergarten instructor must complete the three
emergent literacy training courses within 45 calendar days after being
hired if the instructor has not previously completed the courses. The
prekindergarten instructor must complete an emergent literacy train-
ing course at least once every 5 years after initially completing the three
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emergent literacy training courses. The courses in this subparagraph
must be recognized as part of the informal early learning and career

effeetJuly1,-2022: The courses must be made available online or in
person.

Section 8. Subsection (5) of section 1003.53, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.53 Dropout prevention and academic intervention.—

(5) Each district school board providing a dropout prevention and
academic intervention program pursuant to this section shall maintain
for each participating student records documenting the student’s elig-
ibility, the length of participation, the type of program to which the
student was assigned or the type of academic intervention services
provided, and an evaluation of the student’s academic and behavioral
performance while in the program. The school principal or his or her
designee shall, before prier-te placement in a dropout prevention and
academic intervention program or the provision of an academic service,
provide written notice of placement or services by certified mail, return
receipt requested, to the student’s parent. The parent of the student
shall sign an acknowledgment of the notice of placement or service and
return the signed acknowledgment to the principal within 3 days after
receipt of the notice. A district school board may adopt a policy that
allows a parent to agree to an alternative method of notification. Such
agreement may be made before the need for notification arises or at the
time the notification becomes required. The parents of a student as-
signed to such a dropout prevention and academic intervention program
shall be notified in writing and entitled to an administrative review of
any action by school personnel relating to such placement pursuant to
the provisions of chapter 120.

Section 9. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 1004.85, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1004.85 Postsecondary educator preparation institutes.—

(3) Educator preparation institutes approved pursuant to this sec-
tion may offer competency-based certification programs specifically
designed for noneducation major baccalaureate degree holders to enable
program participants to meet the educator certification requirements of
s. 1012.56. An educator preparation institute choosing to offer a com-
petency-based certification program pursuant to the provisions of this
section must implement a program developed by the institute and ap-
proved by the department for this purpose. Approved programs shall be
available for use by other approved educator preparation institutes.

(b) Each program participant must:

1. Meet certification requirements pursuant to s. 1012.56(1) by ob-
taining a statement of status of eligibility in the certification subject
area of the educational plan and meet the requirements of s.
1012.56(2)(a)-(f) before participating in field experiences.

2. Demonstrate competency and participate in field experiences that
are appropriate to his or her educational plan prepared under para-
graph (a). Beginning with candidates entering an educator preparation
institute in the 2022-2023 school year, a candidate for certification in a
coverage area identified pursuant to s. 1012.585(3)(f) must successfully
complete all competencies for a reading endorsement, including com-
pletion of the endorsement practicum through the candidate’s field ex-
perience, in order to graduate from the program.

3. Before completion of the program, fully demonstrate his or her
ability to teach the subject area for which he or she is seeking certifi-
cation by documenting a positive impact on student learning growth in
a prekindergarten through grade 12 setting and, except as provided in s.
1012.56(7)(a)3., achieving a passing score on the professional education
competency examination, the basic skills examination, and the subject
area examination for the subject area certification which is required by
state board rule.

Section 10. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 1004.88, Florida Sta-
tutes, are renumbered as subsections (4) and (5), respectively, and a
new subsection (3) is added to that section, to read:

1004.88 Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation.—
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(3) The institute may develop a professional learning system pur-
suant to s. 1012.98(7).

Section 11. Section 1006.025, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 12. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 1006.09,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.09 Duties of school principal relating to student discipline and
school safety.—

o)

(b) The principal or the principal’s designee may suspend a student
only in accordance with the rules of the district school board. The
principal or the principal’s designee shall make a good faith effort to
immediately inform a student’s parent by telephone of a student’s
suspension and the reasons for the suspension. Each suspension and
the reasons for the suspension shall be reported in writing within 24
hours to the student’s parent by United States mail. The district school
board may adopt a policy that allows a parent to agree to an alternative
method of notification. Such agreement may be made before the need for
notification arises or at the time the notification becomes required. Each
suspension and the reasons for the suspension shall also be reported in
writing within 24 hours to the district school superintendent. A good
faith effort shall be made by the principal or the principal’s designee to
employ parental assistance or other alternative measures before prier-te
suspension, except in the case of emergency or disruptive conditions
which require immediate suspension or in the case of a serious breach of
conduct as defined by rules of the district school board. Such rules shall
require oral and written notice to the student of the charges and an
explanation of the evidence against him or her before prier+te the sus-
pension. Each student shall be given an opportunity to present his or
her side of the story. No student shall be suspended for unexcused
tardiness, lateness, absence, or truancy. The principal or the principal’s
designee may suspend any student transported to or from school at
public expense from the privilege of riding on a school bus for violation
of district school board transportation policies, which shall include a
policy regarding behavior at school bus stops, and the principal or the
principal’s designee shall give notice in writing to the student’s parent
and to the district school superintendent within 24 hours. School per-
sonnel shall not be held legally responsible for suspensions of students
made in good faith.

Section 13. Subsection (1) of section 1010.02, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1010.02 Financial accounting and expenditures.—

(1) All funds accruing to a school district or a Florida College System
institution must be received, accounted for, and expended in accordance
with law and rules of the State Board of Education.

(a) A school district may be subject to varying reporting frequencies
based on its financial status, as determined in State Board of Education
rule and as follows:

1. A school district identified as having a financial concern may be
required to submit monthly financial reports.

2. A school district not identified as having a financial concern may
not be required to submit financial reports more than once every quarter.

(b) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to establish cri-
teria for determining the financial status of school districts for the
purpose of financial reporting.

Section 14. Section 1010.11, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1010.11 Electronic transfer of funds.—Pursuant to the provisions of
s. 215.85, each district school board, Florida College System institution
board of trustees, and university board of trustees shall adopt written
policies prescribing the accounting and control procedures under which
any funds under their control are allowed to be moved by electronic
transaction for any purpose including direct deposit, wire transfer,
withdrawal, investment, or payment. Electronic transactions shall
comply with the provisions of chapter 668. However, a district school
board is exempt from the requirements of s. 668.50(18)(b).
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Section 15. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 1011.03, Florida Sta-
tutes, are amended to read:

1011.03 Public hearings; budget to be submitted to Department of
Education.—

(1) Each district school board shall cause a summary of its tentative
budget, including the proposed millage levies as provided for by law, to
be posted on the district’s official website or on a publicly accessible
website as provided in s. 50.0311 and-advertised-onee-ina-newspaperof

(3) The board shall hold public hearings to adopt tentative and final
budgets pursuant to s. 200.065. The hearings shall be primarily for the
purpose of hearing requests and complaints from the public regarding
the budgets and the proposed tax levies and for explaining the budget
and proposed or adopted amendments thereto, if any. The tentative
budget must be posted on the district’s official website at least 2 days
before the budget hearing held pursuant to s. 200.065 or other law. The
final adopted budget must be posted on the district’s official website
within 30 days after adoption. The board shall require the super-
intendent to transmit twe-eepies—of the adopted budget to the Depart-
ment of Education as prescribed by law and rules of the State Board of
Education.

Section 16. Subsection (4) of section 1011.68, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1011.68 Funds for student transportation.—The annual allocation
to each district for transportation to public school programs, including
charter schools as provided in s. 1002.33(17)(b), of students in mem-
bership in kindergarten through grade 12 and in migrant and excep-
tional student programs below kindergarten shall be determined as
follows:

(4) No district shall use funds to purchase transportation equipment
and supplies at prices which exceed those determined by the depart-
ment to be the lowest which can be obtained, as prescribed in s.
1006.27(1). A school district that is unable to purchase at such prices
shall request from the department assistance with purchasing at such
prices. The school district may exceed such prices if the department is
unable to assist the school district with its purchase.

Section 17. Subsection (5) of section 1011.71, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1011.71 District school tax.—

(5) A school district may expend, subject to s. 200.065, up to $200
$175 per unweighted full-time equivalent student from the revenue
generated by the millage levy authorized by subsection (2) to fund, in
addition to expenditures authorized in paragraphs (2)(a)-(j), expenses
for the following:

(a) The purchase, lease-purchase, or lease of driver’s education ve-
hicles; motor vehicles used for the maintenance or operation of plants
and equipment; security vehicles; or vehicles used in storing or dis-
tributing materials and equipment.

(b) Payment of the cost of premiums, as defined in s. 627.403, for
property and casualty insurance necessary to insure school district
educational and ancillary plants. As used in this paragraph, casualty
insurance has the same meaning as in s. 624.605(1)(d), (f), (g), (h), and
(m). Operating revenues that are made available through the payment
of property and casualty insurance premiums from revenues generated
under this subsection may be expended only for nonrecurring opera-
tional expenditures of the school district.

Section 18. Subsection (3) of section 1012.05, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1012.05 Teacher recruitment and retention.—

(3)(a) Each school board shall adopt policies relating to mentors and
support for first-time teachers, which may include the based—apon
guidelines issued by the Department of Education.
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(b) By September 15 andFebruary15 each school year, each school
district shall electronically submit accurate public school e-mail ad-
dresses for all instructional and administrative personnel, as identified
in s. 1012.01(2) and (3), to the Department of Education.

Section 19. Section 1012.07, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.07 Identification of critical teacher shortage areas.—The term
“critical teacher shortage area” means high-need content areas and
high-priority location areas identified by the State Board of Education.
The State Board of Education shall adopt rules pursuant to ss.
120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary to annually identify critical teacher
shortage areas. The state board must consider current and emerging
educational requirements and workforce demands in determining cri-
tical teacher shortage areas. School grade levels may also be designated
critical teacher shortage areas. Individual district school boards may
identify and submit other critical teacher shortage areas. Such sub-
missions must be aligned to current and emerging educational re-
quirements and workforce demands in order to be approved by the State
Board of Education. High-priority location areas must shall be in high-
density, low-economic urban schools; low-density, low-economic rural
schools; and schools that earned a grade of “F” or three consecutive
grades of “D” pursuant to s. 1008.34. The State Board of Education shall
develop strategies to address critical teacher shortage areas.

Section 20. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 1012.22, Flor-
ida Statutes, is amended, and subsection (3) is added to that section, to
read:

1012.22 Public school personnel; powers and duties of the district
school board.—The district school board shall:

(1) Designate positions to be filled, prescribe qualifications for those
positions, and provide for the appointment, compensation, promotion,
suspension, and dismissal of employees as follows, subject to the re-
quirements of this chapter:

(¢) Compensation and salary schedules.—
1. Definitions.—As used in this paragraph:

a. “Adjustment” means an addition to the base salary schedule that
is not a bonus and becomes part of the employee’s permanent base
salary and shall be considered compensation under s. 121.021(22).

b. “Grandfathered salary schedule” means the salary schedule or
schedules adopted by a district school board before July 1, 2014, pur-
suant to subparagraph 4.

c. “Instructional personnel” means instructional personnel as de-
fined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d), excluding substitute teachers.

d. “Performance salary schedule” means the salary schedule or
schedules adopted by a district school board pursuant to subparagraph
5.

e. “Salary schedule” means the schedule or schedules used to pro-
vide the base salary for district school board personnel.

f.  “School administrator” means a school administrator as defined in
s. 1012.01(3)(c).

g. “Supplement” means an annual addition to the base salary for the
term of the negotiated supplement as long as the employee continues
his or her employment for the purpose of the supplement. A supplement
does not become part of the employee’s continuing base salary but shall
be considered compensation under s. 121.021(22).

2. Cost-of-living adjustment.—A district school board may provide a
cost-of-living salary adjustment if the adjustment:

a. Does not discriminate among comparable classes of employees
based upon the salary schedule under which they are compensated.

b. Does not exceed 50 percent of the annual adjustment provided to
instructional personnel rated as effective.

3. Advanced degrees.—A district school board may ret use advanced
degrees in setting a salary schedule for instructional personnel or school
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administrators if hired-on—oer-afterJuly 1,261 —unless the advanced
degree is held in the individual’s area of certification andis-enlyasalary

supplement.
4. Grandfathered salary schedule.—

a. The district school board shall adopt a salary schedule or salary
schedules to be used as the basis for paying all school employees hired
before July 1, 2014. Instructional personnel on annual contract as of
July 1, 2014, shall be placed on the performance salary schedule
adopted under subparagraph 5. Instructional personnel on continuing
contract or professional service contract may opt into the performance
salary schedule if the employee relinquishes such contract and agrees to
be employed on an annual contract under s. 1012.335. Such an employee
shall be placed on the performance salary schedule and may not return
to continuing contract or professional service contract status. Any em-
ployee who opts into the performance salary schedule may not return to
the grandfathered salary schedule.

b. In determining the grandfathered salary schedule for instruc-
tional personnel, a district school board must base a portion of each
employee’s compensation upon performance demonstrated under s.
1012.34 and shall provide differentiated pay for both instructional
personnel and school administrators based upon district-determined
factors, including, but not limited to, additional responsibilities, school
demographics, critical shortage areas, and level of job performance
difficulties.

5. Performance salary schedule.—By dJuly 1, 2014, the district
school board shall adopt a performance salary schedule that provides
annual salary adjustments for instructional personnel and school ad-
ministrators based upon performance determined under s. 1012.34.
Employees hired on or after July 1, 2014, or employees who choose to
move from the grandfathered salary schedule to the performance salary
schedule shall be compensated pursuant to the performance salary
schedule once they have received the appropriate performance evalua-
tion for this purpose.

a. Base salary.—The base salary shall be established as follows:

(I) The base salary for instructional personnel or school adminis-
trators who opt into the performance salary schedule shall be the salary
paid in the prior year, including adjustments only.

(IT) Instructional personnel or school administrators new to the
district, returning to the district after a break in service without an
authorized leave of absence, or appointed for the first time to a position
in the district in the capacity of instructional personnel or school ad-
ministrator shall be placed on the performance salary schedule.

b. Salary adjustments.—Salary adjustments for highly effective or
effective performance shall be established as follows:

(I) The annual salary adjustment under the performance salary
schedule for an employee rated as highly effective must be at least 25
percent greater than the highest annual salary adjustment available to
an employee of the same classification through any other salary
schedule adopted by the district.

(II) The annual salary adjustment under the performance salary
schedule for an employee rated as effective must be equal to at least 50
percent and no more than 75 percent of the annual adjustment provided
for a highly effective employee of the same classification.

(ITI) A salary schedule shall not provide an annual salary adjust-
ment for an employee who receives a rating other than highly effective
or effective for the year.

c. Salary supplements.—In addition to the salary adjustments, each
district school board shall provide for salary supplements for activities
that must include, but are not limited to:

(I) Assignment to a Title I eligible school.

(II) Assignment to a school that earned a grade of “F” or three
consecutive grades of “D” pursuant to s. 1008.34 such that the supple-
ment remains in force for at least 1 year following improved perfor-
mance in that school.
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(III) Certification and teaching in critical teacher shortage areas.
Statewide critical teacher shortage areas shall be identified by the State
Board of Education under s. 1012.07. However, the district school board
may identify other areas of critical shortage within the school district
for purposes of this sub-sub-subparagraph and may remove areas
identified by the state board which do not apply within the school dis-
trict.

(IV) Assignment of additional academic responsibilities.

If budget constraints in any given year limit a district school board’s
ability to fully fund all adopted salary schedules, the performance sal-
ary schedule shall not be reduced on the basis of total cost or the value
of individual awards in a manner that is proportionally greater than
reductions to any other salary schedules adopted by the district. Any
compensation for longevity of service awarded to instructional person-
nel who are on any other salary schedule must be included in calcu-
lating the salary adjustments required by sub-subparagraph b.

(3)(a) Collective bargaining.—Notwithstanding provisions of chapter
447 related to district school board collective bargaining, collective
bargaining may not preclude a district school board from carrying out
its constitutional and statutory duties related to the following:

1. Providing incentives to effective and highly effective teachers.

2. Implementing intervention and support strategies under s.
1008.33 to address the causes of low student performance and improve
student academic performance and attendance.

3. Implementing student discipline provisions required by law, in-
cluding a review of a student’s abilities, past performance, behavior, and
needs.

4. Implementing school safety plans and requirements.
5. Implementing staff and student recognition programs.

6. Distributing correspondence to parents, teachers, and community
members related to the daily operation of schools and the district.

7. Providing any required notice or copies of information related to
the district school board or district operations which is readily available
on the school district’s website.

8. The school district’s calendar.

(b) Appearances before the board.—If a district school super-
intendent appears before the state board to provide an update under s.
1011.62(14)(e), the state board must require that the president of the
collective bargaining unit that represents the school district also must
appear.

Section 21. Paragraph (e) of subsection (3) of section 1012.56, Flor-
ida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (g) is added to subsection (7) of
that section, to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

(3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means
of demonstrating mastery of general knowledge are:

(e) Achievement of passing scores, identified in state board rule, on
national or international examinations that test comparable content
and relevant standards in verbal, analytical writing, and quantitative
reasoning skills, including, but not limited to, the verbal, analytical
writing, and quantitative reasoning portions of the Graduate Record
Examination and the SAT, ACT, and Classic Learning Test. Passing
scores identified in state board rule must be at approximately the same
level of rigor as is required to pass the general knowledge examinations;
or

A school district that employs an individual who does not achieve pas-
sing scores on any subtest of the general knowledge examination must
provide information regarding the availability of state-level and dis-
trict-level supports and instruction to assist him or her in achieving a
passing score. Such information must include, but need not be limited
to, state-level test information guides, school district test preparation
resources, and preparation courses offered by state universities and
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Florida College System institutions. The requirement of mastery of
general knowledge shall be waived for an individual who has been
provided 3 years of supports and instruction and who has been rated
effective or highly effective under s. 1012.34 for each of the last 3 years.

(7) TYPES AND TERMS OF CERTIFICATION.—

(g) A certificateholder may request that her or his certificate be
placed in an inactive status. A certificate that has been inactive may be
reactivated upon application to the department. The department shall
prescribe, by rule, professional learning requirements as a condition of
reactivating a certificate that has been inactive for more than 1 year.

At least 1 year before an individual’s temporary certificate is set to
expire, the department shall electronically notify the individual of the
date on which his or her certificate will expire and provide a list of each
method by which the qualifications for a professional certificate can be
completed.

Section 22. Subsections (1) and (2) and paragraph (a) of subsection
(4) of section 1012.2315, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1012.2315 Assignment of teachers.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT.—The Legislature
finds disparities between teachers assigned to teach in a majority of
schools that do not need improvement and schools that do need im-
provement pursuant to s. 1008.33. The disparities may be found in the
assignment of inexperienced temperarily-eertified teachers, teachers in
need of improvement, and out-of-field teachers and in the performance
of the students. It is the intent of the Legislature that district school
boards have flexibility through the collective bargaining process to as-
sign teachers more equitably across the schools in the district.

(2) ASSIGNMENT TO SCHOOLS GRADED “D” OR “F”.—

(a) A school district may not assign a higher percentage than the
school district average of inexperienced temporarily—eertified teachers,
teachers in need of improvement, or out-of-field teachers to schools
graded “D” or “F” pursuant to s. 1008.34. As used in this section, the
term “inexperienced teacher” means a teacher who has been teaching for
3 years or less.

(b)1. A school district may assign an individual newly hired as in-
structional personnel to a school that has earned a grade of “F” in the
previous year or any combination of three consecutive grades of “D” or
“F” in the previous 3 years pursuant to s. 1008.34 if the individual:

a. Has received an effective rating or highly effective rating in the
immediate prior year’s performance evaluation pursuant to s. 1012.34;

b. Has successfully completed or is enrolled in a teacher preparation
program pursuant to s. 1004.04, s. 1004.85, or s. 1012.56, or a teacher
preparation program specified in State Board of Education rule, is
provided with high quality mentoring during the first 2 years of em-
ployment, holds a certificate issued pursuant to s. 1012.56, and holds a
probationary contract pursuant to s. 1012.335(2)(a); or

c. Holds a probationary contract pursuant to s. 1012.335(2)(a), holds
a certificate issued pursuant to s. 1012.56, and has successful teaching
experience, and if, in the judgment of the school principal, students
would benefit from the placement of that individual.

2. As used in this paragraph, the term “mentoring” includes the use
of student achievement data combined with at least monthly observa-
tions to improve the educator’s effectiveness in improving student out-
comes. Mentoring may be provided by a school district, a teacher pre-
paration program approved pursuant to s. 1004.04, s. 1004.85, or s.
1012.56, or a teacher preparation program specified in State Board of
Education rule.

Each school district shall annually certify to the Commissioner of
Education that the requirements in this subsection have been met. If
the commissioner determines that a school district is not in compliance
with this subsection, the State Board of Education must shall be notified
and must shall take action pursuant to s. 1008.32 in the next regularly
scheduled meeting to require compliance.

(4) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING.—
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(a) Notwithstanding provisions of chapter 447 relating to district
school board collective bargaining, collective bargaining provisions may
not preclude a school district from providing incentives, including from
federal funds, to high-quality teachers and assigning such teachers to
low-performing schools.

Section 23. Paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of subsection (2) and para-
graph (a) of subsection (3) of section 1012.555, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1012.555 Teacher Apprenticeship Program.—

(2)(a) An individual must meet the following minimum eligibility
requirements to participate in the apprenticeship program:

1. Have received an associate degree from an accredited postsec-
ondary institution.

2. Have earned a cumulative grade point average of 2.5 3:0 in that
degree program.

3. Have successfully passed a background screening as provided in
s. 1012.32.

4. Have received a temporary apprenticeship certificate as provided
in s. 1012.56(7)(d).

(b) As a condition of participating in the program, an apprentice
teacher must commit to spending at least the first 2 years in the
classroom of a mentor teacher using team teaching strategies identified
in s. 1003.03(5)(b) and fulfilling the on-the-job training component of
the registered apprenticeship and its associated standards.

(¢) An apprentice teacher must do both of the following:

1. Complete at least 2 years in an apprenticeship before being eli-
gible to apply for a professional certificate established in s.
1012.56(7)(a). Completion of the Teacher Apprenticeship Program does
not exempt an apprentice teacher from the requirements of s.
1012.56(2)(c).

2. Receive related instruction as provided in s. 446.051.

(3) A teacher who serves as a mentor in the apprenticeship program
shall mentor his or her apprentice teacher using team teaching strat-
egies and must, at a minimum, meet all of the following requirements:

(a) Have at least 5 7 years of teaching experience in this state.

Section 24. Subsection (4) of section 1012.57, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1012.57 Certification of adjunct educators.—

teaching—under—adjunet—teaching —eertifieation- A school district and
charter school may issue an adjunct teaching certificate for a part-time
or full-time teaching position; however, an adjunct teaching certificate
issued for a full-time teaching position is valid for no more than 5 years
and is nonrenewable.

4

Section 25. Section 1012.575, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.575 Alternative preparation programs for certified teachers to
add additional coverage.—A district school board, e¥ an organization of
private schools, ex a consortium of charter schools with an approved
professional learning system as described in s. 1012.98(7), or the Florida
Institute for Charter School Innovation may design alternative teacher
preparation programs to enable persons already certificated to add an
additional coverage to their certificates. Each alternative teacher pre-
paration program shall be reviewed and approved by the Department of
Education to ensure assure that persons who complete the program are
competent in the necessary areas of subject matter specialization. Two
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or more school districts may jointly participate in an alternative pre-
paration program for teachers.

Section 26. Subsection (4) is added to section 1012.59, Florida Sta-
tutes, to read:

1012.59 Certification fees.—

(4) The State Board of Education shall waive initial subject area
examination fees and certification fees for a teacher who holds a tem-
porary or professional certificate in:

(a) Exceptional Student Education K-12 and who applies to add a
subject coverage in Elementary Education K-6.

(b) Elementary Education K-6 and who applies to add a subject
coverage in Exceptional Student Education K-12.

Section 27. No later than December 1, 2024, the Commissioner of
Education shall make recommendations to the Governor and the Leg-
islature on policy and funding changes to enhance the development and
retention of exceptional student education instructional personnel. In
developing the recommendations, the commissioner shall consider, but is
not limited to, all of the following:

(1) Alternative certification in place of the Elementary Education K-6
certificate as an add-on for personnel certified in exceptional student
education.

(2) Financial incentives, including stipends for teacher education
students, loan forgiveness, and instructional personnel salary adjust-
ments and supplements.

(3) Strategies to encourage high school students to consider excep-
tional student education, including through preapprenticeships and
dual enrollment.

(4) Funding under the Florida Education Finance Program to sup-
port school district exceptional student education personnel and pro-
grams.

(5) Innovative staffing, including teacher mentoring and supports for
certified personnel responsibilities for case management and for in-
struction.

Section 28. Section 1012.72, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 29. Section 1012.86, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 30. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) and subsection (7) of
section 1012.98, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1012.98 School Community Professional Learning Act.—

(5) The Department of Education, school districts, schools, Florida
College System institutions, and state universities share the responsi-
bilities described in this section. These responsibilities include the fol-
lowing:

(b) Each school district shall develop a professional learning system
as specified in subsection (4). The system shall be developed in con-
sultation with teachers, teacher-educators of Florida College System
institutions and state universities, business and community represen-
tatives, and local education foundations, consortia, and professional
organizations. The professional learning system must:

1. Bereviewed and approved by the department for compliance with
s. 1003.42(3) and this section. Effective March 1, 2024, the department
shall establish a calendar for the review and approval of all professional
learning systems. A professional learning system must be reviewed and
approved every 5 years. Any substantial revisions to the system must
shall be submitted to the department for review and approval. The
department shall establish a format for the review and approval of a
professional learning system.

2. Be based on analyses of student achievement data and instruc-
tional strategies and methods that support rigorous, relevant, and
challenging curricula for all students. Schools and districts, in devel-
oping and refining the professional learning system, shall also review
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and monitor school discipline data; school environment surveys; as-
sessments of parental satisfaction; performance appraisal data of tea-
chers, managers, and administrative personnel; and other performance
indicators to identify school and student needs that can be met by im-
proved professional performance.

3. Provide inservice activities coupled with followup support ap-
propriate to accomplish district-level and school-level improvement
goals and standards. The inservice activities for instructional and
school administrative personnel shall focus on analysis of student
achievement data, ongoing formal and informal assessments of student
achievement, identification and use of enhanced and differentiated in-
structional strategies that emphasize rigor, relevance, and reading in
the content areas, enhancement of subject content expertise, integrated
use of classroom technology that enhances teaching and learning,
classroom management, parent involvement, and school safety.

4. Provide inservice activities and support targeted to the individual
needs of new teachers participating in the professional learning certi-
fication and education competency program under s. 1012.56(8)(a).

5. Include a professional learning catalog for inservice activities,
pursuant to rules of the State Board of Education, for all district em-
ployees from all fund sources. The catalog must shall be updated an-
nually by September 1, must be based on input from teachers and dis-
trict and school instructional leaders, and must use the latest available
student achievement data and research to enhance rigor and relevance
in the classroom. Each district inservice catalog must be aligned to and
support the school-based inservice catalog and school improvement
plans pursuant to s. 1001.42(18). Each district inservice catalog must
provide a description of the training that middle grades instructional
personnel and school administrators receive on the district’s code of
student conduct adopted pursuant to s. 1006.07; integrated digital in-
struction and competency-based instruction and CAPE Digital Tool
certificates and CAPE industry certifications; classroom management,;
student behavior and interaction; extended learning opportunities for
students; and instructional leadership. District plans must be approved
by the district school board annually in order to ensure compliance with
subsection (1) and to allow for dissemination of research-based best
practices to other districts. District school boards shall must submit
verification of their approval to the Commissioner of Education no later
than October 1, annually. Each school principal may establish and
maintain an individual professional learning plan for each instructional
employee assigned to the school as a seamless component to the school
improvement plans developed pursuant to s. 1001.42(18). An individual
professional learning plan must be related to specific performance data
for the students to whom the teacher is assigned, define the inservice
objectives and specific measurable improvements expected in student
performance as a result of the inservice activity, and include an eval-
uation component that determines the effectiveness of the professional
learning plan.

6. Include inservice activities for school administrative personnel,
aligned to the state’s educational leadership standards, which that
address updated skills necessary for instructional leadership and ef-
fective school management pursuant to s. 1012.986.

7. Provide for systematic consultation with regional and state per-
sonnel designated to provide technical assistance and evaluation of local
professional learning programs.

8. Provide for delivery of professional learning by distance learning
and other technology-based delivery systems to reach more educators at
lower costs.

9. Provide for the continuous evaluation of the quality and effec-
tiveness of professional learning programs in order to eliminate in-
effective programs and strategies and to expand effective ones. Evalu-
ations must consider the impact of such activities on the performance of
participating educators and their students’ achievement and behavior.

10. For all grades, emphasize:
a. Interdisciplinary planning, collaboration, and instruction.

b. Alignment of curriculum and instructional materials to the state
academic standards adopted pursuant to s. 1003.41.
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c. Use of small learning communities; problem-solving, inquiry-dri-
ven research and analytical approaches for students; strategies and
tools based on student needs; competency-based instruction; integrated
digital instruction; and project-based instruction.

Each school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall must include in
its school improvement plan, required under s. 1001.42(18), a descrip-
tion of the specific strategies used by the school to implement each item
listed in this subparagraph.

11. Provide training to reading coaches, classroom teachers, and
school administrators in effective methods of identifying characteristics
of conditions such as dyslexia and other causes of diminished phonolo-
gical processing skills; incorporating instructional techniques into the
general education setting which are proven to improve reading perfor-
mance for all students; and using predictive and other data to make
instructional decisions based on individual student needs. The training
must help teachers integrate phonemic awareness; phonics, word study,
and spelling; reading fluency; vocabulary, including academic vocabu-
lary; and text comprehension strategies into an explicit, systematic, and
sequential approach to reading instruction, including multisensory in-
tervention strategies. Such training for teaching foundational skills
must shall be based on the science of reading and include phonics in-
struction for decoding and encoding as the primary instructional
strategy for word reading. Instructional strategies included in the
training may not employ the three-cueing system model of reading or
visual memory as a basis for teaching word reading. Such instructional
strategies may include visual information and strategies which improve
background and experiential knowledge, add context, and increase oral
language and vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be
used to teach word reading. Each district must provide all elementary
grades instructional personnel access to training sufficient to meet the
requirements of s. 1012.585(3)(f).

(7) An organization of private schools or a consortium of charter
schools that has at least whichhas-neo-fewerthan 10 member schools in
this state, that whiek publishes and files with the Department of
Education copies of its standards, and the member schools of which
comply with the-previsions—of part II of chapter 1003; relating to com-
pulsory school attendance;;ex a public or private college or university
with a teacher preparation program approved pursuant to s. 1004.04; or
the Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation; may also develop a
professional learning system that includes a professional learning cat-
alog for inservice activities. The system and inservice catalog must be
submitted to the commissioner for approval pursuant to state board
rules.

Section 31. Section 1013.15, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.15 Lease, rental, and lease-purchase of educational plants,
ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites.—

(1) A board may lease any land, facilities, or educational plants
owned by it to any person or entity for such term, for such rent, and
upon such terms and conditions as the board determines to be in its best
interests; any such lease may provide for the optional or binding pur-
chase of the land, facilities, or educational plants by the lessee upon
such terms and conditions as the board determines are in its best in-
terests. A determination that any such land, facility, or educational
plant so leased is unnecessary for educational purposes is not a pre-
requisite to the leasing or lease-purchase of such land, facility, or edu-
cational plant. Before Prierte entering into or executing any such lease,
a board shall consider approval of the lease or lease-purchase agree-
ment at a public meeting, at which a copy of the proposed agreement in
its final form shall be available for inspection and review by the public,
after due notice as required by law.

(2)(a) A district school board may rent or lease educational plants,
ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites as defined in s.
1013.01. Educational plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities
and sites rented or leased for 1 year or less shall be funded through the
operations budget or funds derived from millage proceeds pursuant to s.
1011.71(2). A lease contract for 1 year or less, when extended or re-
newed beyond a year, becomes a multiple-year lease. Operational funds
or funds derived from millage proceeds pursuant to s. 1011.71(2) may be
authorized to be expended for multiple-year leases. All leased educa-
tional plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites must be
inspected before prior-te occupancy by the authority having jurisdiction.
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1. All newly leased spaces must be inspected and brought into
compliance with the Florida Building Code pursuant to chapter 553 and
the life safety codes pursuant to chapter 633, before prier-te occupancy,
using the board’s operations budget or funds derived from millage
proceeds pursuant to s. 1011.71(2).

2. Plans for renovation or remodeling of leased space shall conform
to the Florida Building Code and the Florida Fire Prevention Code for
educational occupancies or other occupancies, as appropriate and as
required in chapters 553 and 633, before prier-te occupancy.

3. All leased facilities must be inspected annually for firesafety de-
ficiencies in accordance with the applicable code and have corrections
made in accordance with s. 1013.12. Operational funds or funds derived
from millage proceeds pursuant to s. 1011.71(2) may be used to correct
deficiencies in leased space.

4. When the board declares that a public emergency exists, it may
take up to 30 days to bring the leased facility into compliance with the
requirements of State Board of Education rules.

(b) A board is authorized to lease-purchase educational plants, an-
cillary plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites as defined in s. 1013.01,
and a district school board is authorized to lease-purchase educational
plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites. The lease-
purchase of educational plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities
and sites must, where applicable, comply with shell-be-asrequired-b¥y s.
1013.37, subject to the authorization in s. 1013.385 to exempt certain
facilities from the requirements of that section; must shall be advertised
for and receive competitive proposals and be awarded to the best pro-
poser;; and must shall be funded using current or other funds specifi-
cally authorized by law to be used for such purpose.

1. A district school board, by itself, or through a direct-support or-
ganization formed pursuant to s. 1001.453 or nonprofit educational
organization or a consortium of district school boards, may, in devel-
oping a lease-purchase of educational plants, ancillary plants, and
auxiliary facilities and sites provide for separately advertising for and
receiving competitive bids or proposals on the construction of facilities
and the selection of financing to provide the lowest cost funding avail-
able, so long as the board determines that such process would best serve
the public interest and the available pledged revenues are limited to
those authorized in s. 1011.71(2) s—3031-"712)e).

2. All activities and information, including lists of individual parti-
cipants, associated with agreements made pursuant to this section shall
be subject to the provisions of chapter 119 and s. 286.011.

(¢c)1. The term of any lease-purchase agreement, including the in-
itial term and any subsequent renewals, shall not exceed the useful life
of the educational facilities and sites for which the agreement is made,
or 30 years, whichever is less.

2. The initial term or any renewal term of any lease-purchase
agreement shall expire on June 30 of each fiscal year, but may be au-
tomatically renewed annually, subject to a board making sufficient
annual appropriations therefor. Under no circumstances shall the fail-
ure of a board to renew a lease-purchase agreement constitute a default
or require payment of any penalty or in any way limit the right of a
board to purchase or utilize educational plants, ancillary plants, and
auxiliary facilities and sites similar in function to the educational
plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites that are the
subject of the said lease-purchase agreement. Educational plants, an-
cillary plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites being acquired pursuant
to a lease-purchase agreement shall be exempt from ad valorem taxa-
tion.

3. No lease-purchase agreement entered into pursuant to this sub-
section shall constitute a debt, liability, or obligation of the state or a
board or shall be a pledge of the faith and credit of the state or a board.

4. Any lease-purchase agreement entered into pursuant to this
subsection shall stipulate an annual rate which may consist of a prin-
cipal component and an interest component, provided that the max-
imum interest rate of any interest component payable under any such
lease-purchase agreement, or any participation or certificated portion
thereof, shall be calculated in accordance with and be governed by the
provisions of s. 215.84.
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(3) Lease or lease-purchase agreements entered into by university
boards of trustees shall comply with the provisions of ss. 1013.171 and
1010.62.

(4)(a) A board may rent or lease existing buildings, or space within
existing buildings, originally constructed or used for purposes other
than education, for conversion to use as educational facilities. Such
buildings rented or leased for 1 year or less shall be funded through the
operations budget or funds derived from millage pursuant to s.
1011.71(2). A rental agreement or lease contract for 1 year or less, when
extended or renewed beyond a year, becomes a multiple-year rental or
lease. Operational funds or funds derived from millage proceeds pur-
suant to s. 1011.71(2) may be authorized to be expended for multiple-
year rentals or leases. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this
section, if a building was constructed in conformance with all applicable
building and life safety codes, it shall be deemed to meet the require-
ments for use and occupancy as an educational facility subject only to
the provisions of this subsection.

(b) Before Prierte occupying a rented or a leased existing building,
or space within an existing building, pursuant to this subsection, a
school board shall, in a public meeting, adopt a resolution certifying
that the following circumstances apply to the building proposed for oc-
cupancy:

1. Growth among the school-age population in the school district has
created a need for new educational facilities in a neighborhood where
there is little or no vacant land.

2. There exists a supply of vacant space in existing buildings that
meet state minimum building and life safety codes.

3. Acquisition and conversion to use as educational facilities of an
existing building or buildings is a cost-saving means of providing the
needed classroom space as determined by the difference between the
cost of new construction, including land acquisition and preparation
and, if applicable, demolition of existing structures, and the cost of ac-
quisition through rental or lease and conversion of an existing building
or buildings.

4. The building has been examined for suitability, safety, and con-
formance with state minimum building and life safety codes. The
building examination shall consist, at a minimum, of a review of ex-
isting documents, building site reconnaissance, and analysis of the
building conducted by, or under the responsible charge of, a licensed
structural engineer.

5. A certificate of evaluation has been issued by an appropriately
licensed design professional which states that, based on available
documents, building site reconnaissance, current knowledge, and de-
sign judgment in the professional’s opinion, the building meets the re-
quirements of state minimum building and life safety codes, provides
safe egress of occupants from the building, provides adequate firesafety,
and does not pose a substantial threat to life to persons who would
occupy the building for classroom use.

6. The plans for conversion of the building were prepared by an
appropriate design professional licensed in this state and the work of
conversion was performed by contractors licensed in this state.

7. The conversion of the building was observed by an appropriate
design professional licensed in this state.

8. The building has been reviewed, inspected, and granted a certi-
ficate of occupancy by the local building department.

9. All ceilings, light fixtures, ducts, and registers within the area to
be occupied for classroom purposes were constructed or have been re-
constructed to meet state minimum requirements.

Section 32. Subsection (1) of section 1013.16, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1013.16 Construction of facilities on leased property; conditions.—

(1) A board may construct or place educational facilities and ancil-
lary facilities on land that is owned by any person after the board has
acquired from the owner of the land a long-term lease for the use of this
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land for a period of not less than 40-years-er the life expectancy of the
permanent facilities constructed thereon;whichever-islonger.

Section 33. Subsection (1) of section 1013.20, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1013.20 Standards for relocatables used as classroom space; in-
spections.—

(1) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules establishing
standards for relocatables intended for long-term use as classroom
space at a public elementary school, middle school, or high school.
“Long-term use” means the use of relocatables at the same educational
plant for a period of 4 years or more. Each relocatable acquired by a
district school board after the effective date of the rules and intended for
long term use must comply w1th the standards D&st—ﬂet—seheel—bea—rds

standards

may not be used as
classrooms. The standards shall protect the health, safety, and welfare
of occupants by requiring compliance with the Florida Building Code or
the State Requirements for Educational Facilities for existing re-
locatables, as applicable, to ensure the safety and stability of con-
struction and onsite installation; fire and moisture protection; air
quality and ventilation; appropriate wind resistance; and compliance
with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If
appropriate and where relocatables are not scheduled for replacement,
the standards must also require relocatables to provide access to the
same technologies available to similar classrooms within the main
school facility and, if appropriate, and where relocatables are not
scheduled for replacement, to be accessible by adequate covered walk-
ways. A relocatable that is subject to this section and does not meet the
standards shall not be reported as providing satisfactory student sta-
tions in the Florida Inventory of School Houses.

Section 34. Section 1013.21, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 35. Section 1013.31, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.31 Educational plant survey; localized need assessment;
PECO project funding.—

(1) At least every 5 years, each Florida College System institution
and state university board shall arrange for an educational plant sur-
vey, to aid in formulating plans for housing the educational program
and student population, faculty, administrators, staff, and auxiliary
and ancillary services of the district or campus, including consideration
of the local comprehensive plan. The Department of Education shall
document the need for additional career and adult education programs
and the continuation of existing programs before facility construction or
renovation related to career or adult education may be included in the
educational plant survey of a school district or Florida College System
institution that delivers career or adult education programs. Informa-
tion used by the Department of Education to establish facility needs
must include, but need not be limited to, labor market data, needs
analysis, and information submitted by the seheel-distriet—er Florida

College System institution.
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(a)&) Survey preparation and required data.—Each survey must
shall be conducted by the Florida College System institution or state
university board or an agency employed by the board. Surveys must
shall be reviewed and approved by the board, and a file copy must shall
be submitted to the Department of Education or the Chancellor of the
State University System, as appropriate. The survey report must shall
include at least an inventory of existing educational and ancillary
plants, including safe access facilities; recommendations for existing
educational and ancillary plants; recommendations for new educational
or ancillary plants, including the general location of each in coordina-
tion with the land use plan and safe access facilities; campus master
plan update and deta1l for Flor1da College System 1nst1tut10ns, t—he

reuﬂel—epella&eﬂ— and such other 1nf0rmat10n as may be requlred by the
Department of Education. This report may be amended, if conditions
warrant, at the request of the department or commissioner.

(b)te) Required need assessment criteria for district, Florida College
System institution, state university, and Florida School for the Deaf and
the Blind plant surveys.—Educational plant surveys must use uniform
data sources and criteria specified in this paragraph. Each revised
educational plant survey and each new educational plant survey su-
persedes previous surveys.

1.2: Each survey of a special facility, joint-use facility, or cooperative
career education facility must be based on capital outlay full-time
equivalent student enrollment data prepared by the department for
school districts and Florida College System institutions and by the
Chancellor of the State University System for universities. A survey of
space needs of a joint-use facility shall be based upon the respective
space needs of the school districts, Florida College System institutions,
and universities, as appropriate. Projections of a school district’s facility
space needs may not exceed the norm space and occupant design cri-
teria established by the State Requirements for Educational Facilities.

2.8- Each Florida College System institution’s survey must reflect
the capacity of existing facilities as specified in the inventory main-
tained by the Department of Education. Projections of facility space
needs must comply with standards for determining space needs as
specified by rule of the State Board of Education. The 5-year projection
of capital outlay student enrollment must be consistent with the annual
report of capital outlay full-time student enrollment prepared by the
Department of Education.

3.4 Each state university’s survey must reflect the capacity of ex-
isting facilities as specified in the inventory maintained and validated
by the Chancellor of the State University System. Projections of facility
space needs must be consistent with standards for determining space
needs as specified by regulation of the Board of Governors. The pro-
jected capital outlay full-time equivalent student enrollment must be
consistent with the 5-year planned enrollment cycle for the State Uni-
versity System approved by the Board of Governors.

4.5- The district educational facilities plan of a school district and
the educational plant survey of a Florida College System institution,
state university, or the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind may
include space needs that deviate from approved standards for de-
termining space needs if the deviation is justified by the district or
institution and approved by the department or the Board of Governors,
as appropriate, as necessary for the delivery of an approved educational
program.
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(c)&) Review and validation.—The Department of Education shall
review and validate the surveys of school districts and Florida College
System institutions, and the Chancellor of the State University System
shall review and validate the surveys of universities, and any amend-
ments thereto for compliance with the requirements of this chapter and
shall recommend those in compliance for approval by the State Board of
Education or the Board of Governors, as appropriate. Annually,—the

ment: The commissioner may condition the receipt of direet fixed capital
outlay funds provided from general revenue or from state trust funds by
district school boards te-be-withheldfromdistriets until such time as
the district school board submits a survey that accurately projects fa-
cilities needs as indicated by the Florida Inventory of School Houses, as
compared with the district’s capital outlay full-time equivalent enroll-
ment, as determined by the department.

(d)tey Periodic update of Florida Inventory of School Houses.—
School districts shall periodically update their inventory of educational
facilities as new capacity becomes available and as unsatisfactory space
is eliminated. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to de-
termine the timeframe in which districts must provide a periodic up-
date.

(2) Only the district school superintendent, Florida College System
institution president, or the university president shall certify to the
Department of Education a project’s compliance with the requirements
for expenditure of PECO funds prior to release of funds.

(a) Upon request for release of PECO funds for planning purposes,
certification must be made to the Department of Education that the
need for and location of the facility are in compliance with the board-
approved survey recommendations, that the project meets the definition
of a PECO project and the limiting criteria for expenditures of PECO
funding, and that the plan is consistent with the local government
comprehensive plan.

(b) Upon request for release of construction funds, certification must
be made to the Department of Education that the need and location of
the facility are in compliance with the board-approved survey recom-
mendations, that the project meets the definition of a PECO project and
the limiting criteria for expenditures of PECO funding, and that the
construction documents meet the requirements of the Florida Building
Code for educational facilities construction, subject to the authorization
in s. 1013.385 to exempt certain facilities from the requirements of s.
1013.37, or other applicable codes as authorized in this chapter.

Section 36. Section 1013.385, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.385 School district construction flexibility.—

& A district school board may, with a majority vote at a public
meeting that begins no earlier than 5 p.m., adopt a resolution to im-
plement one or more efthe exceptions to the educational facilities
construction requirements to provide a school with previded—in—this
section:
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imit the ability ef-a—sehool to operate
in a facility on the same basis as a charter school pursuant to s.
1002.33(18). When a hurricane evacuation shelter deficit, as determined
by the Division of Emergency Management, in the regional planning
council region in which the county is located makes public shelter design
criteria applicable, any exceptions to the public shelter design criteria
remain subject to the concurrence of the applicable local emergency
management agency or the Division of Emergency Management. A dis-
trict school board may not be required to build more emergency-shelter

Section 37. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section 1013.45, Flor-
ida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.45 Educational facilities contracting and construction techni-
ques for school districts and Florida College System institutions.—

(1) District school boards and boards of trustees of Florida College
System institutions may employ procedures to contract for construction
of new facilities, or for additions, remodeling, renovation, maintenance,
or repairs to existing facilities, which include, but are not limited to:

(e) Day-labor contracts not exceeding $600,000 $289;000 for con-
struction, renovation, remodeling, or maintenance of existing facilities.
This amount shall be adjusted annually based upon changes in the
Consumer Price Index.

Section 38. Section 1013.48, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.48 Changes in construction requirements after award of con-
tract.—The board may, at its option and by written policy duly adopted
and entered in its official minutes, authorize the superintendent or
president or other designated individual to approve change orders in the
name of the board for preestablished amounts. Approvals must shall be
for the purpose of expediting the work in progress and must shall be
reported to the board and entered in its official minutes. Fer-aceount-

B

Section 39. Paragraph (e) of subsection (6) of section 1013.64, Flor-
ida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.64 Funds for comprehensive educational plant needs; con-
struction cost maximums for school district capital projects.—Alloca-
tions from the Public Education Capital Outlay and Debt Service Trust
Fund to the various boards for capital outlay projects shall be de-
termined as follows:

(6

(e) Notwithstanding the requirements of this subsection, an un-
finished construction project for new construction of educational plant
space that was started on or before July 1, 2028 2626, is exempt from
the total cost per student station requirements established in para-
graph (b).
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Section 40. Subsection (19) of section 1001.64, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1001.64 Florida College System institution boards of trustees;
powers and duties.—

(19) Each board of trustees shall appoint, suspend, or remove the
president of the Florida College System institution. The board of trus-
tees may appoint a search committee. The board of trustees shall con-
duct annual evaluations of the president in accordance with rules of the
State Board of Education and submit such evaluations to the State
Board of Education for review. The evaluation must address the
achievement of the performance goals established by the accountability

process 1mplemented pursuant to s. 1008. 45 aﬂd—t—he—peiﬁfeﬁmaﬂe&ef—t—he

Section 41. Subsection (22) of section 1001.65, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1001.65 Florida College System institution presidents; powers and
duties.—The president is the chief executive officer of the Florida Col-
lege System institution, shall be corporate secretary of the Florida
College System institution board of trustees, and is responsible for the
operation and administration of the Florida College System institution.
Each Florida College System institution president shall:

(22) Submit an annual employment accountability plan to the De-

partment of Education pursuent-te-the-provisions-ofs—1012-86.

Section 42. Paragraph (i) of subsection (2) of section 1003.621,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.621 Academically high-performing school districts.—It is the
intent of the Legislature to recognize and reward school districts that
demonstrate the ability to consistently maintain or improve their high-
performing status. The purpose of this section is to provide high-per-
forming school districts with flexibility in meeting the specific re-
quirements in statute and rules of the State Board of Education.

(2) COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTES AND RULES.—Each acade-
mically high-performing school district shall comply with all of the
provisions in chapters 1000-1013, and rules of the State Board of
Education which implement these provisions, pertaining to the follow-
ing:

(i) Those statutes pertaining to educational facilities, including
chapter 1013, except that s. 1013.20, relating to covered Walkways for
portables, and-s-1013-21relating to-the-use-of reloeatablefacilities-that
exeeed-20-years-oef-age; are eligible for exemption.

Section 43. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 1011.6202,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1011.6202 Principal Autonomy Program Initiative.—The Principal
Autonomy Program Initiative is created within the Department of
Education. The purpose of the program is to provide a highly effective
principal of a participating school with increased autonomy and au-
thority to operate his or her school, as well as other schools, in a way
that produces significant improvements in student achievement and
school management while complying with constitutional requirements.
The State Board of Education may, upon approval of a principal au-
tonomy proposal, enter into a performance contract with the district
school board for participation in the program.

(3) EXEMPTION FROM LAWS.—

(b) A participating school or a school operated by a principal pur-
suant to subsection (5) shall comply with the provisions of chapters
1000-1013, and rules of the state board that implement those provi-
sions, pertaining to the following:

1. Those laws relating to the election and compensation of district
school board members, the election or appointment and compensation of
district school superintendents, public meetings and public records re-
quirements, financial disclosure, and conflicts of interest.
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2. Those laws relating to the student assessment program and
school grading system, including chapter 1008.

3. Those laws relating to the provision of services to students with
disabilities.

4. Those laws relating to civil rights, including s. 1000.05, relating
to discrimination.

5. Those laws relating to student health, safety, and welfare.

6. Section 1001.42(4)(f), relating to the uniform opening date for
public schools.

7. Section 1003.03, governing maximum class size, except that the
calculation for compliance pursuant to s. 1003.03 is the average at the
school level for a participating school.

8. Sections 1012.22(1)(c) and 1012.27(2), relating to compensation
and salary schedules.

9. Section 1012.33(5), relating to workforce reductions for annual
contracts for instructional personnel. This subparagraph does not apply
to at-will employees.

10. Section 1012.335, relating to annual contracts for instructional
personnel hired on or after July 1, 2011. This subparagraph does not
apply to at-will employees.

11. Section 1012.34, relating to personnel evaluation procedures
and criteria.

12. Those laws pertaining to educational facilities, including chap-
ter 1013, except that s. 1013.20, relating to covered walkways for re-
locatables, is and-s—1013-21relating to-the-use-of relocatablefacilities
execeeding20-years-of-age; are eligible for exemption.

13. Those laws pertaining to participating school districts, including
this section and ss. 1011.69(2) and 1012.28(8).

Section 44. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 1013.35,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.35 School district educational facilities plan; definitions; pre-
paration, adoption, and amendment; long-term work programs.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(b) “District facilities work program” means the 5-year listing of
capital outlay projects adopted by the district school board as provided
in subparagraph (2)(a)2. and paragraph (2)(b) as part of the district
educational facilities plan, which is required in order to:

1. Properly maintain the educational plant and ancillary facilities of
the district.

2. Provide an adequate number of satisfactory student stations for
the projected student enrollment of the district in K-12 programs in

Section 45. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
And the title is amended as follows:

Remove everything before the enacting clause and insert: An act
relating to deregulation of public schools; amending s. 200.065, F.S.;
requiring a district school board to advertise its intent to adopt a ten-
tative budget on a publicly available website if the district school board
does not advertise such intent in a newspaper of general circulation;
defining the term “publicly accessible website”; requiring certain in-
formation relating to a postponed hearing to be posted on a school dis-
trict website under certain circumstances; amending s. 252.38, F.S,;
revising the requirements for certain district school boards during de-
clared state or local emergencies and at the request of specified entities;
amending s. 316.173, F.S.; revising requirements for signage that must
be posted on certain school buses; providing an additional use for
specified civil penalties; amending s. 1001.372, F.S.; revising the ways
due public notice may be met for district school board meetings;
amending s. 1001.49, F.S,; revising the general powers of district school
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superintendents to include establishing a process for the review and
approval of certain policies and procedures through the delegated au-
thority of district school boards; amending s. 1002.20, F.S.; revising a
requirement relating to how a parent is informed of placement of a
student in a specified program; revising a requirement relating to how a
parent is informed of a student’s suspension; deleting a requirement
that an economic security report of employment and earning outcomes
be provided to students; amending s. 1002.55, F.S.; requiring newly
hired prekindergarten instructors to complete specified training within
a certain timeframe; deleting obsolete language; amending s. 1003.53,
F.S.; authorizing district school boards to adopt a policy relating to
parental notification methods; providing requirements for such policy;
amending s. 1004.85, F.S.; revising the requirements for participants in
certain educator preparation programs; amending s. 1004.88, F.S.; au-
thorizing the Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation to develop
a professional learning system; repealing s. 1006.025, F.S., relating to
guidance services; amending s. 1006.09, F.S.; authorizing district school
boards to adopt a policy relating to parental notification methods; pro-
viding requirements for such policy; amending s. 1010.02, F.S.; pro-
viding financial reporting requirements for certain school districts;
amending s. 1010.11, F.S.; providing that school districts are exempt
from certain requirements relating to electronic transfer of funds;
amending s. 1011.03, F.S.; requiring a district school board to publish
its tentative budget on a publicly accessible website; deleting a re-
quirement for a district school board to publish its tentative budget in a
newspaper or at a courthouse under certain circumstances; amending s.
1011.68, F.S.; requiring certain school districts to request specified as-
sistance from the Department of Education relating to the purchase of
transportation equipment and supplies; authorizing such school dis-
tricts to purchase such equipment and supplies at specified prices under
certain circumstances; amending s. 1011.71, F.S.; revising the amount
of funds school districts may expend from specified revenue and for
certain purposes; amending s. 1012.05, F.S.; authorizing, rather than
requiring, district school boards to base certain polices on guidelines
from the department; revising the frequency with which school districts
must submit certain information to the department; amending s.
1012.07, F.S.; requiring the State Board of Education to develop strat-
egies to address critical teacher shortages; amending s. 1012.22, F.S,;
authorizing district school boards to use advanced degrees in setting
salary schedules for specified personnel; providing that collective bar-
gaining may not preclude a district school board from carrying out
specified duties; providing that if a superintendent appears before the
State Board of Education for a specified purpose, the president of the
school district bargaining unit also must appear; amending s. 1012.56,
F.S.; authorizing specified assessments to be used to demonstrate
mastery of general knowledge for certain educator certification re-
quirements; providing for the placement of an educator certificate in an
inactive status; providing requirements for returning an educator cer-
tificate to active status; amending s. 1012.2315, F.S.; revising legisla-
tive findings and intent; revising school district prohibitions relating to
the assignment of certain teachers; defining the term “inexperienced
teacher”; providing that certain prohibitions relating to the provision of
school district incentives apply to incentives using federal funds;
amending s. 1012.555, F.S.; revising requirements for individuals to
participate in the Teacher Apprenticeship Program; amending s.
1012.57, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the validity period of ad-
junct teaching certificates; amending s. 1012.575, F.S.; providing that
certain provisions relating to alternative teacher preparation programs
also apply to the Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation;
amending s. 1012.59, F.S.; providing examination and certification fee
waivers for certain teachers; by a specified date, requiring the Com-
missioner of Education to make certain recommendations relating to
the development and retention of exceptional student education in-
structional personnel to the Governor and Legislature; repealing s.
1012.72, F.S., relating to the Dale Hickam Excellent Teaching Program,;
repealing s. 1012.86, F.S., relating to the Florida College System in-
stitution employment equity accountability program; amending s.
1012.98, F.S.; providing that provisions relating to the development of a
professional learning system apply to the Florida Institute for Charter
School Innovation; amending s. 1013.15, F.S.; authorizing district
school boards to rent or lease specified plants and facilities and sites;
providing that the lease-purchase of certain plants and facilities and
sites is exempt from certain requirements; amending s. 1013.16, F.S.;
revising minimum lease term requirements for land for certain con-
struction projects; amending s. 1013.20, F.S.; deleting a district school
board requirement to plan for the use of relocatables; deleting a re-
quirement for the commissioner to provide a progress report to the
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Legislature; repealing s. 1013.21, F.S., relating to reduction of re-
locatable facilities in use; amending s. 1013.31, F.S.; requiring each
Florida College System institution board of trustees and state uni-
versity board of trustees to arrange for educational plant surveys; de-
leting provisions relating to when an educational plant survey recom-
mendation is not required; requiring Florida College System institution
and state university boards, but not district school boards, to participate
in specified surveys; deleting a requirement for school districts to sub-
mit certain data to the department; revising requirements for what a
survey report must include; deleting a requirement that a school dis-
trict’s survey must be submitted as part of the district educational fa-
cilities plan; deleting a requirement for the department to perform an
analysis of such surveys; revising requirements for a facilities needs
survey submitted by a district school board; requiring that the release of
funds for a PECO project be subject to certain authorizations; amending
s. 1013.385, F.S.; deleting requirements for a resolution relating to
educational facilities construction which may be adopted by district
school boards; providing that exceptions to requirements for public
shelter design criteria remain subject to certain emergency manage-
ment provisions; providing that a school board may not be required to
build more emergency-shelter space than identified as needed;
amending s. 1013.45, F.S.; revising the limit for specified day-labor
contracts that district school boards and boards of trustees of Florida
College System institutions may use; amending s. 1013.48, F.S.; delet-
ing a requirement that school districts monitor and report the impact of
certain change orders; amending s. 1013.64, F.S.; revising the require-
ments for a construction project to be exempt from cost requirements;
amending ss. 1001.64, 1001.65, 1003.621, 1011.6202, and 1013.35, F.S.;
conforming cross-references to changes made by the act; providing an
effective date.

On motion by Senator Hutson, the Senate concurred in House
Amendment 1 (568137).

CS for SB 7002 passed, as amended, was ordered engrossed and then
enrolled. The action of the Senate was certified to the House. The vote
on passage was:

Yeas—38

Madam President Davis Pizzo
Albritton DiCeglie Polsky
Avila Garcia Powell
Berman Grall Rodriguez
Book Gruters Rouson
Boyd Harrell Simon
Bradley Hooper Stewart
Brodeur Hutson Thompson
Broxson Ingoglia Torres
Burgess Jones Trumbull
Burton Martin Wright
Calatayud Mayfield Yarborough
Collins Osgood

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Baxley, Perry

The Honorable Kathleen Passidomo, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed SB 364, with 1 amendment, and requests the concurrence of
the Senate.

Jeff Takacs, Clerk

SB 364—A Dill to be entitled An act relating to regulatory assessment
fees; amending s. 120.80, F.S.; exempting certain rules adopted by the
Florida Public Service Commission relating to regulatory assessment
fees from the requirement of legislative ratification; providing an ef-
fective date.
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House Amendment 1 (281177) (with title amendment)—Remove
lines 21-22 and insert: 120.541(3) s—326-64%. This subparagraph ex-
pires July 1, 2028 2024.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
And the title is amended as follows:

Remove lines 2-6 and insert: An act relating to Public Service
Commission rules; amending s. 120.80, F.S.; revising the expiration
date and scope of an exemption from certain provisions relating to
statements of estimated regulatory costs for certain rules adopted by
the Public Service Commission; providing an

On motion by Senator Collins, the Senate concurred in House
Amendment 1 (281177).

SB 364 passed, as amended, was ordered engrossed and then en-
rolled. The action of the Senate was certified to the House. The vote on
passage was:

Yeas—38

Madam President Davis Pizzo
Albritton DiCeglie Polsky
Avila Garcia Powell
Berman Grall Rodriguez
Book Gruters Rouson
Boyd Harrell Simon
Bradley Hooper Stewart
Brodeur Hutson Thompson
Broxson Ingoglia Torres
Burgess Jones Trumbull
Burton Martin Wright
Calatayud Mayfield Yarborough
Collins Osgood

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Baxley, Perry

The Honorable Kathleen Passidomo, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed SB 92, with 1 amendment, and requests the concurrence of
the Senate.

Jeff Takacs, Clerk

SB 92—A Dbill to be entitled An act relating to the Yacht and Ship
Brokers' Act; amending s. 326.002, F.S.; revising the definition of the
term "yacht"; amending s. 326.004, F.S.; exempting a person who con-
ducts business as a broker or salesperson in another state from li-
censure in this state for specified transactions; requiring, rather than
authorizing, the Division of Florida Condominiums, Timeshares, and
Mobile Homes of the Department of Business and Professional Reg-
ulation to deny licenses for applicants who fail to meet certain re-
quirements; revising requirements for licensure as a broker; providing
an effective date.

House Amendment 1 (642737) (with title amendment)—Remove
lines 38-56 and insert:

(6) The division must may deny a license to any applicant who does
not:

(a) Furnish proof satisfactory to the division that he or she is of good
moral character.

(b) Certify that he or she has never been convicted of a felony.
(¢) Post the bond required by the Yacht and Ship Brokers’ Act.

(d) Demonstrate that he or she is a resident of this state or that he
or she conducts business in this state.
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(e) Furnish a full set of fingerprints taken within the 6 months
immediately preceding the submission of the application.

(f) Have a current license and has operated as a broker or sales-
person without a license.

(8) A person may not be licensed as a broker unless he or she has
been licensed as a salesperson and can demonstrate that he or she has
been directly involved in at least four transactions that resulted in the
sale of a yacht or can certify that he or she has obtained at least 20
education

And the title is amended as follows:

Remove lines 11-12 and insert: deny licenses based on certain cri-
teria; revising requirements for licensure as a

On motion by Senator Hooper, the Senate concurred in House
Amendment 1 (642737).

SB 92 passed, as amended, was ordered engrossed and then enrolled.
The action of the Senate was certified to the House. The vote on passage
was:

Yeas—38

Madam President Davis Pizzo
Albritton DiCeglie Polsky
Avila Garcia Powell
Berman Grall Rodriguez
Book Gruters Rouson
Boyd Harrell Simon
Bradley Hooper Stewart
Brodeur Hutson Thompson
Broxson Ingoglia Torres
Burgess Jones Trumbull
Burton Martin Wright
Calatayud Mayfield Yarborough
Collins Osgood

Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Baxley, Perry

The Honorable Kathleen Passidomo, President

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Representatives
has passed CS/CS/CS/SB 536, with 1 amendment, and requests the
concurrence of the Senate.

Jeff Takacs, Clerk

CS for CS for CS for SB 536—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
community-based child welfare agencies; amending s. 409.016, F.S;
defining the term "management functions"; amending s. 409.987, F.S.;
revising requirements for contracts the Department of Children and
Families has with community-based care lead agencies; providing du-
ties for board members of lead agencies; requiring that lead agencies
ensure that board members participate in certain annual training; re-
quiring the posting of a fidelity bond; revising the definition of the term
"conflict of interest"; defining the term "related party"; requiring the
lead agency's board of directors to disclose to the department any known
actual or potential conflicts of interest; prohibiting a lead agency from
entering into a contract or being a party to any transaction with related
parties if a conflict of interest is not properly disclosed; prohibiting a
lead agency from entering into a contract or being a party to any
transaction with related parties for officer-level or director-level staffing
to perform management functions; requiring the contract with the de-
partment and the lead agency to specify the administrative functions
that the lead agency may subcontract; authorizing a lead agency to
enter into certain contracts or be a party to certain transactions, pro-
vided that a certain requirement for fees, rates, and prices paid is met
and any conflict of interest is properly disclosed; requiring department
contracts to impose contractual penalties on lead agencies for undi-
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sclosed conflicts of interest; providing applicability; requiring certain
contracts to be reprocured; authorizing the department to recoup lead
agency expenses for the execution of certain contracts; amending s.
409.988, F.S.; revising lead agency duties; repealing s. 409.991, F.S.,
relating to allocation of funds for community-based care lead agencies;
creating s. 409.9913, F.S.; defining the terms "core services funding"
and "operational and fixed costs"; requiring the department, in colla-
boration with the lead agencies and providers of child welfare services,
to develop a specific funding methodology for the allocation of core
services which must meet certain criteria; requiring the lead agencies
and providers of child welfare services to submit to the department
certain financial information; requiring the department to submit to the
Governor and the Legislature certain reports by specified dates; pro-
viding construction; authorizing the department to include certain rates
and total allocations in certain reports; requiring the Legislature to
allocate funding to the lead agencies with due consideration of the
specified funding methodology, beginning with a specified fiscal year;
prohibiting the department from changing a lead agency's allocation of
funds provided in the General Appropriations Act without legislative
approval; authorizing the department to approve certain risk pool
funding for a lead agency; requiring the department to submit to the
Governor and the Legislature certain monthly reports for a specified
period of time; amending s. 409.992, F.S.; revising requirements for lead
agency practices in the procurement of commodities and contractual
services; requiring the department to impose certain penalties for a lead
agency's noncompliance with applicable procurement law; requiring the
contract between the department and the lead agency to specify the
rights and obligations with regard to real property held by the lead
agency during the term of the contract; providing applicability of certain
limitations on the salaries of community-based care lead agency ad-
ministrative employees; amending s. 409.994, F.S.; revising the condi-
tions under which the department may petition a court for the ap-
pointment of a receiver for a community-based care lead agency;
amending s. 409.996, F.S.; revising requirements for contracts between
the department and lead agencies; revising the actions the department
may take under certain circumstances; making a technical change;
providing duties of the department; requiring the department, by
specified dates, to submit certain reports to the Governor and the
Legislature; providing an effective date.

House Amendment 1 (126347) (with title amendment)—Remove
lines 107-542 and insert: year contracts with lead agencies. The de-
partment may extend a contract for 1 to 5 years, in accordance with s.
287.057, only if a lead agency has met performance expectations within
the monitoring evaluation.

(4) In order to serve as a lead agency, an entity must:
(a) Be organized as a Florida corporation or a governmental entity.

(b) Be governed by a board of directors or a board committee com-
posed of board members. The board of directors or board committee shall
provide oversight and ensure accountability and transparency for the
system of care. The board of directors or board committee shall provide
fiduciary oversight to prevent conflicts of interest, promote accountability
and transparency, and protect state and federal funding from misuse.
The board of directors shall act in accordance with s. 617.0830. The
membership of the board of directors or board committee must be de-
scribed in the bylaws or articles of incorporation of each lead agency,
which must provide that at least 75 percent of the membership of the
board of directors or board committee must be composed eensist of
persons residing in this state, and at least 51 percent of the state re-
sidents on the board of directors must reside within the service area of
the lead agency. The lead agency shall ensure that its board members,
directors, and officers participate in annual training related to their
responsibilities. The department shall set forth minimum training cri-
teria in the contracts with the lead agencies. However, for procurements
of lead agency contracts initiated on or after July 1, 2014:

1. At least 75 percent of the membership of the board of directors
must be composed eensist of persons residing in this state, and at least
51 percent of the membership of the board of directors must be com-
posed eensist of persons residing within the service area of the lead
agency. If a board committee governs the lead agency, 100 percent of its
membership must be composed eensist of persons residing within the
service area of the lead agency.
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2. The powers of the board of directors or board committee include,
but are not limited to, approving the lead agency’s budget and setting
the lead agency’s operational policy and procedures. A board of directors
must additionally have the power to hire the lead agency’s executive
director, unless a board committee governs the lead agency, in which
case the board committee must have the power to confirm the selection
of the lead agency’s executive director.

(¢c) Demonstrate financial responsibility through an organized plan
for regular fiscal audits and the posting of a performance bond.

(7)(a) As used in this subsection, the term:

1. “Activity” includes, but is not limited to, a contract for goods and
services, a contract for the purchase of any real or tangible property, or
an agreement to engage with a lead agency for the benefit of a third
party in exchange for an interest in real or tangible property, a mone-
tary benefit, or an in-kind contribution.

2. “Conflict of interest” means when a board member, director, or an
officer, or a relative of a board member, director, or an officer, of a lead
agency does any of the following:

a. Enters into a contract or other transaction for goods or services
with the lead agency.

b. Holds a direct or indirect interest in a corporation, limited liabi-
lity corporation, partnership, limited liability partnership, or other
business entity that conducts business with the lead agency or proposes
to enter into a contract or other transaction with the lead agency. For
purposes of this paragraph, the term “indirect interest” has the same
meaning as in s. 112.312.

c. Knowingly obtains a direct or indirect personal, financial, pro-
fessional, or other benefit as a result of the relationship of such board
member, director, or officer, or relative of the board member, director, or
officer, with the lead agency. For purposes of this paragraph, the term
“benefit” does not include per diem and travel expenses paid or re-
imbursed to board members, directors, or officers of the lead agency in
connection with their service on the board.

3. “Related party” means any entity of which a director or an officer
of the entity is also directly or indirectly related to, or has a direct or
indirect financial or other material interest in, the lead agency. The term
also includes any subsidiary firm or joint venture.

4.3- “Relative” means a relative within the third degree of con-
sanguinity by blood or marriage.

(b)1. For any activity that is presented to the board of a lead agency
for its initial consideration and approval afterJuly1,-2021, or any ac-
tivity that involves a contract that is being considered for renewal en-ox

, a board member, a di-
rector, or an ofﬁcer of a lead agency shall dlsclose to the board any
activity that may reasonably be construed to be a conflict of interest
before such activity is initially considered and approved or a contract is
renewed by the board. A rebuttable presumption of a conflict of interest
exists if the activity was acted on by the board without prior notice as
required under paragraph (c). The board shall disclose any known ac-
tual or potential conflicts to the department.

2. A lead agency may not enter into a contract or be a party to any
transaction with related parties if a conflict of interest is not properly
disclosed. A lead agency may not enter into a contract with a related
party for officer or director level staffing to perform management func-
tions. The contract with the department and lead agency must specify the
administrative functlons and services that the lead agency will sub-

3. Subject to the requirements of subparagraph 2., a lead agency may
enter into a contract or be a party to any transaction with related parties
as long as the fee, rate, or price paid by the lead agency for the com-
modities or services being procured does not exceed the fair market value
for such commodities or services. The lead agency shall disclose any
known actual or potential conflicts to the department.
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(g) All department contracts with lead agencies must contain the
following contractual penalty provisions:

1. Penalties in the amount of $5,000 per occurrence shall be imposed
for each known and potential conflict of interest, as described in para-
graph (b), which is not disclosed to the department.

2. If a contract is executed for which a conflict of interest was not
disclosed to the department before execution of the contract, the following
penalties apply:

a. A penalty in the amount of $10,000 for a first offense.

b. A penalty in the amount of $15,000 for a second or subsequent
offense.

3. The penalties for failure to disclose a conflict of interest under
subparagraphs 1. and 2. apply to any contract entered into, regardless of
the method of procurement, including, but not limited to, formal pro-
curement, single-source contracts, and contracts that do not meet the
minimum threshold for formal procurement.

4. A contract procured for which a conflict of interest was not dis-
closed to the department before execution of the contract shall be re-
procured. The department shall recoup from the lead agency expenses
related to a contract that was executed without disclosure of a conflict of
interest.

Section 3. Paragraphs (c), (j), and (k) of subsection (1) of section
409.988, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

409.988 Community-based care lead agency duties; general provi-
sions.—

(1) DUTIES.—A lead agency:

(¢c) Shall follow the financial guidelines developed by the depart-
ment and shall comply with regular, independent auditing of its fi-
nancial activities, including any requests for records associated with
such financial audits within the timeframe established by the depart-
ment or its contracted vendors proevide—for—aregular-independent-au-

diting-of-itsfinaneial-aetivities. The results of the financial audit must
Suech-finaneial-information-shall be provided to the community alliance

established under s. 20.19(5).

(j)). May subcontract for the provision of services, excluding with a
related party for officer or director level staffing to perform management
functions, required by the contract with the lead agency and the de-
partment; however, the subcontracts must specify how the provider will
contribute to the lead agency meeting the performance standards es-
tablished pursuant to the child welfare results-oriented accountability
system required by s. 409.997. The lead agency shall directly provide no
more than 35 percent of all child welfare services provided unless it can
demonstrate a need; within the lead agency’s geographic service area in
which there is a lack of qualified providers available to perform the
necessary services. The approval period to exceed the threshold must be
limited to 2 years and must be renewed following the process outlined in
this section;to—exeeed-this-thresheld. The local commumty alliance in
the geographic service area in which the lead agency is seeking to ex-
ceed the threshold shall review the lead agency’s justification for need
and recommend to the department whether the department should
approve or deny the lead agency’s request for an exemption from the
services threshold. If there is not a community alliance operating in the
geographic service area in which the lead agency is seeking to exceed
the threshold, such review and recommendation shall be made by rep-
resentatives of local stakeholders, including at least one representative
from each of the following:

1. The department.

2. The county government.

3. The school district.

4. The county United Way.
The county sheriff’s office.

6. The circuit court corresponding to the county.
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7. The county children’s board, if one exists.

(k) Shall publish on its website by the 15th day of each month at a
minimum the data specified in subparagraphs 1.-10. 35, calculated
using a standard methodology determined by the department, for the
preceding calendar month regarding its case management services. The
following information shall be reported by each individual sub-
contracted case management provider, by the lead agency, if the lead
agency provides case management services, and in total for all case
management services subcontracted or directly provided by the lead
agency:

1. The average caseload of case managers, including only filled po-
sitions;

2. The total number and percentage of case managers who have 25
or more cases on their caseloads;

3. The turnover rate for case managers and case management su-
pervisors for the previous 12 months;

4. The percentage of required home visits completed; and

5. Performance on outcome measures required pursuant to s.
409.997 for the previous 12 months;=

6. The number of unlicensed placements for the previous month;

7. The percentages and trends for foster parent and group home re-
cruitment and licensure for the previous month;

8. The percentage of families being served through family support,
in-home, and out-of-home services for the previous month;

9. The percentage of cases that converted from nonjudicial to judicial
for the previous month; and

10. Children’s legal service staffing rates.
Section 4. Section 409.991, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 5. Section 409.9913, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

409.9913 Funding methodology to allocate funding to lead agen-
cies.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(@) “Core services funding” means all funds allocated to lead agen-
cies. The term does not include any of the following:

1. Funds appropriated for independent living services.
2. Funds appropriated for maintenance adoption subsidies.

3. Funds allocated by the department for child protective investiga-
tion service training.

4. Nonrecurring funds.
5. Designated mental health wrap-around service funds.
6. Funds for special projects for a designated lead agency.

7. Funds appropriated for the Guardianship Assistance Program
established under s. 39.6225.

(b) “Operational and fixed costs” means:

1. Administrative expenditures, including, but not limited to, in-
formation technology and human resources functions.

2. Lease payments.
3. Asset depreciation.
4. Utilities.
5.

Administrative components of case management.



March 6, 2024

6. Mandated activities such as training, quality improvement, or
contract management.

(2) The department shall develop, in collaboration with lead agencies
and providers of child welfare services, a funding methodology for al-
locating core services funding to lead agencies which, at a minimum:

(a) Is actuarially sound.
(b) Is reimbursement based.

(¢) Is designed to incentivize efficient and effective lead agency op-
eration, prevention, family preservation, and permanency.

(d) Considers variable costs, including, but not limited to, direct
costs for in-home and out-of-home care for children served by the lead
agencies, prevention services, and operational and fixed costs.

(e) Is scaled regionally for cost-of-living factors.

(3) The lead agencies and providers of child welfare services shall
submit any detailed cost and expenditure data that the department re-
quests for the development of the funding methodology.

(4) The department shall submit a report to the Governor, the Pres-
ident of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by
December 1, 2024, which, at a minimum:

(a) Describes a proposed funding methodology and formula that will
provide for the annual budget of each lead agency, including, but not
limited to, how the proposed methodology will meet the criteria in sub-
section (2).

(b) Describes the data used to develop the methodology, and the data
that will be used to annually calculate the proposed lead agency budget.

(¢c) Specifies proposed rates and total allocations for each lead
agency. The allocations must ensure that the total of all amounts allo-
cated to lead agencies under the funding methodology does not exceed the
total amount appropriated to lead agencies in the General Appropria-
tions Act in the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

(d) Provides risk mitigation recommendations that ensure that lead
agencies do not experience a reduction in funding that would be detri-
mental to operations or result in a reduction in services to children.

(5) By October 31 of each year, beginning in 2025, the department
shall submit a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives which includes recom-
mendations for adjustments to the funding methodology for the next
fiscal year, using the criteria in subsection (2) and basing the recom-
mendations on, at a minimum, updated expenditure data, cost-of-living
adjustments, market dynamics, or other catchment area variations. The
total of all amounts proposed for allocation to lead agencies under the
funding methodology for the next fiscal year may not exceed the total
amount appropriated for core services funding in the current fiscal year’s
General Appropriations Act. The funding methodology must include risk
mitigation strategies that ensure that lead agencies do not experience a
reduction in funding that would be detrimental to operations or result in
a reduction in services to children.

(6)(a) The requirements of this section do not replace, and must be in
addition to, any requirements of chapter 216, including, but not limited
to, submission of final legislative budget requests by the department
under s. 216.023.

(b) The data and reports required under subsections (4) and (5) may
also include proposed rates and total allocations for each lead agency
which reflect any additional core services funding for lead agencies
which is requested by the department under s. 216.023.

(7)(a) Beginning with the 2025-2026 fiscal year, the Legislature shall
allocate funding to lead agencies through the General Appropriations
Act with due consideration of the funding methodology developed under
this section.

(b) The department may not change the allocation of funds to a lead
agency as provided in the General Appropriations Act without legislative
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approval. The department may approve additional risk pool funding for
a lead agency as provided under s. 409.990.

(8) The department shall provide to the Governor, the President of
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives monthly
reports from July through October 2024, which provide updates on ac-
tivities and progress in developing the funding methodology.

Section 6. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 409.992, Florida Sta-
tutes, are amended to read:

409.992 Lead agency expenditures.—

(1) The procurement of commodities or contractual services by lead
agencies is shall-be governed by the financial guidelines developed by
the department and must comply with applicable state and federal law
and follow good business practices. Pursuant to s. 11.45, the Auditor
General may provide technical advice in the development of the fi-
nancial guidelines.

(a)1. Lead agencies shall competitively procure all contracts, con-
sistent with the federal simplified acquisition threshold.

2. Lead agencies shall competitively procure all contracts in excess of
$35,000 with related parties.

3. Financial penalties or sanctions, as established by the department
and incorporated into the contract, shall be imposed by the department
for noncompliance with applicable local, state, or federal law for the
procurement of commodities or contractual services.

(b) The contract between the department and the lead agency for the
provision of child protection and child welfare services must delineate
the rights and obligations of the parties concerning the acquisition,
transfer, or other disposition of real property held by the lead agency
during the term of the contract. This paragraph applies prospectively to
new contracts entered into between the department and a lead agency for
the provision of child protection and child welfare services on or after
July 1, 2024.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a community-based
care lead agency administrative employee may not receive a salary,
whether base pay or base pay combined with any bonus or incentive
payments, in excess of 150 percent of the annual salary paid to the
secretary of the Department of Children and Families from state-ap-
propriated funds, including state-appropriated federal funds. This
limitation applies regardless of the number of community-based care
contracts a community-based care lead agency may execute with the
department. This subsection does not prohibit any party from providing
cash that is not from appropriated state funds to a community-based
care lead agency administrative employee.

Section 7. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 409.994, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

409.994 Community-based care lead agencies; receivership.—

(1) The Department of Children and Families may petition a court of
competent jurisdiction for the appointment of a receiver for a commu-
nity-based care lead agency established pursuant to s. 409.987 if any of
the following conditions exist:

(d) The lead agency cannot meet, or is unlikely to meet, its current
financial obligations to its employees, contractors, or foster parents.
Issuance of bad checks or the existence of delinquent obligations for
payment of salaries, utilities, or invoices for essential services or com-
modities constitutes shall-eenstitute prima facie evidence that the lead
agency lacks the financial ability to meet its financial obligations.

Section 8. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 409.996, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

409.996 Duties of the Department of Children and Families.—The
department shall contract for the delivery, administration, or man-
agement of care for children in the child protection and child welfare
system. In doing so, the department retains responsibility for the
quality of contracted services and programs and shall ensure that, at a
minimum, services are delivered in accordance with applicable federal
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and state statutes and regulations and the performance standards and
metrics specified in the strategic plan created under s. 20.19(1).

(1) The department shall enter into contracts with lead agencies for
the performance of the duties by the lead agencies established in s.
409.988. At a minimum, the contracts must do all of the following:

(d) Provide for contractual actions tiered—interventions—and-—grad-
uated-penalties for failure to comply with contract terms or in the event
of performance deficiencies, as determined appropriate by the depart-
ment.

1. Such contractual actions must interventions—and-penalties—shall

include, but are not limited to:
a.: Enhanced monitoring and reporting.
b.2: Corrective action plans.

¢.8- Requirements to accept technical assistance and consultation
from the department under subsection (6).

d.4- Financial penalties, as a matter of contract. The financial pen-
alties assesse

e.5: Early termination of contracts, as provided in s. 402.7305(3)(f) s-
40217056335,

2. No later than January 1, 2025, the department shall ensure that
each lead agency contract executed includes a list of financial penalties
for failure to comply with contractual requirements.

Section 9. The Department of Children and Families shall submit a
report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives on rules and policies adopted and other
actions taken to implement the requirements of this act. The first such
report must be due September 30, 2024, and the second such report must
be due February 1, 2025.

Section 10. There is established the Future of Child Protection
Contracting and Funding Working Group. The Department of Children
and Families shall convene the working group and shall be responsible
for producing and submitting a report to the Governor, the President of
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by October
15, 2025.

(1) The report must, at a minimum:

(a) Examine the current contracting methods for the provision of all
foster care and related services.

(b) Identify any barriers or deficiencies in creating local ownership
and governance of such services.

(¢c) Assess the implications of a 10 percent cap on administrative
costs.

(d) Evaluate barriers to entry in the procurement of managed care
networks.

(e) Consider the unique regional needs of children and families at
risk of abuse and neglect.

(f) Recommend changes to existing laws, rules, and policies necessary
to implement the working group’s recommendations.

(2) The secretary of the Department of Children and Families, or his
or her designee, shall chair the working group and shall invite the fol-
lowing persons to participate as a member of the working group:

(a) The Secretary of the Agency for Health Care Administration, or
his or her designee.

(b) The secretary of the Department of Management Services, or his
or her designee.

(¢) A member of the Florida Coalition for Children, Inc., or his or her
designee.
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(d) A current contractor for lead agency child protection services.

(e) Two representatives of a direct provider of child protection or
child welfare services.

(f) A member of the Family Law Section of The Florida Bar or a
member of the court exercising jurisdiction over family law matters.

(g) A representative of a for-profit managed care entity.

(h) A representative from a State University System school of busi-
ness.

(i) A representative from the Florida Institute for Child Welfare.
() Any additional members as the department deems appropriate.

(3) The working group shall terminate immediately after the secre-
tary of the Department of Children and Families submits the report to
the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives.

And the title is amended as follows:

Remove lines 5-83 and insert: authorizing the Department of Chil-
dren and Families to extend contracts with community-based care lead
agencies under certain circumstances; revising requirements for an
entity to serve as a lead agency; providing duties for board members and
board of directors of lead agencies; requiring that lead agencies ensure
that board members participate in certain annual training; revising the
definition of the term “conflict of interest”; defining the term “related
party”; requiring the lead agency’s board of directors to disclose any
known or potential conflicts of interest; prohibiting a lead agency from
entering into a contract or being a party to any transaction with related
parties if a conflict of interest is not properly disclosed; prohibiting a
lead agency from entering into a contract or being a party to any
transaction with related parties for officer or director level staffing to
perform management functions; removing obsolete language; author-
izing a lead agency to enter into certain contracts or be a party to cer-
tain transactions under certain circumstances; requiring department
contracts with lead agencies to include certain contractual penalty
provisions; specifying the contractual penalties; providing applicability;
requiring certain contracts to be reprocured; requiring the department
to recoup lead agency expenses for the execution of certain contracts;
amending s. 409.988, F.S.; revising lead agency duties and authority;
repealing s. 409.991, F.S., relating to allocation of funds for community-
based care lead agencies; creating s. 409.9913, F.S.; providing defini-
tions; requiring the department, in collaboration with the lead agencies
and providers of child welfare services, to develop a specific funding
methodology for the allocation of core services which meets certain
criteria; requiring the lead agencies and providers of child welfare
services to submit to the department certain financial information for
the development of the funding methodology; requiring the department
to submit to the Governor and the Legislature certain reports by the
established deadlines; subjecting the allocation of core services to the
requirements of ch. 216, F.S.; authorizing the department to include
certain rates and total allocations in certain reports; requiring the
Legislature to allocate funding to the lead agencies with due con-
sideration of the funding methodology, beginning with the 2025-2026
fiscal year; prohibiting the department from changing a lead agency’s
allocation of funds provided in the General Appropriations Act without
legislative approval; authorizing the department to approve certain risk
pool funding for a lead agency; requiring the department to submit to
the Governor and the Legislature certain reports by the established
deadlines; amending s. 409.992, F.S.; revising requirements for lead
agency practices in the procurement of commodities and contractual
services; requiring the department to impose certain penalties for a lead
agency’s noncompliance with applicable procurement law; requiring a
contract between the department and a lead agency to specify the rights
and obligations to real property held by the lead agency during the term
of the contract; providing applicability; providing applicability of certain
limitations on the salaries of community-based care lead agency ad-
ministrative employees; amending s. 409.994, F.S.; revising the condi-
tions under which the department may petition a court for the ap-
pointment of a receiver for a community-based care lead agency;
amending s. 409.996, F.S.; revising requirements for contracts between
the department and lead agencies; making a technical change; provid-
ing duties of the department; providing reporting requirements; re-
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quiring the department to convene a working group to submit a certain
report to the Governor and the Legislature by a certain date; providing
membership and termination of the working group; providing an ef-
fective

On motion by Senator Garcia, the Senate refused to concur in the
House Amendment 1 (126347) to CS for CS for CS for SB 536 and
the House was requested to recede. The action of the Senate was cer-
tified to the House.

SPECIAL ORDER CALENDAR, continued

On motion by Senator Burgess—

CS for CS for HB 49—A bill to be entitled An act relating to em-
ployment and curfew of minors; amending s. 450.081, F.S.; revising
certain employment restrictions for minors 16 and 17 years of age; re-
vising the age at which certain employment restrictions apply;
amending s. 877.25, F.S.; requiring a curfew adopted by county or
municipal ordinance to include certain exceptions; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was read the second time by title.

The Committee on Rules recommended the following amendment
which was moved by Senator Burgess:

Amendment 1 (736582) (with title amendment)—Delete every-
thing after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Section 450.081, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

450.081 Hours of work in certain occupations.—

(1)(a) Minors 15 years of age or younger may shall not be employed,
permitted, or suffered to work:

1. Before 7 a.m. or after 7 p.m. when school is scheduled the fol-
lowing day. O

2. For more than 15 hours in any one week when school is in session.

(b) On any school day, minors 15 years of age or younger who are not
enrolled in a career education program may shal not be gainfully em-
ployed for more than 3 hours, unless there is no session of school the
following day.

(¢)®) During holidays and summer vacations, minors 15 years of
age or younger may shall not be employed, permitted, or suffered to
work before 7 a.m. or after 9 p.m., for more than 8 hours in any one day,
or for more than 40 hours in any one week.

(2)(@) Minors 16 and 17 years of age may shall not be employed,
permitted, or suffered to work:

1. Before 6:30 a.m. or after 11 p.m. 3:00—pm- when school is
scheduled the following day. ex

2. For more than 8 hours in any one day when school is scheduled
the following day, except when the day of work is on a holiday or Sunday.

3 For more than 30 hours in any one week When school is in sess1on—

one-week. However a minor’s parent or custodzan or the school super-
intendent or his or her designee, may waive the limitation imposed in
this subparagraph on a form prescribed by the department and provided
to the minor’s employer.

() On any school day, minors 16 and 17 years of age who are not
enrolled in a career education program may shal not be gainfully em-
ployed during school hours.

(3) Minors 15 37 years of age or younger may shall not be employed,
permitted, or suffered to work in any gainful occupation for more than 6
consecutive days in any one week.

(4) Minors 15 37 years of age or younger may shall not be employed,
permitted, or suffered to work for more than 4 hours continuously
without an interval of at least 30 minutes for a meal period; and for the
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purposes of this law, a ne period of less than 30 minutes is not shall-be
deemed to interrupt a continuous period of work. Minors 16 and 17
years of age who are employed, permitted, or suffered to work for 8 hours
or more in any one day as authorized by this section may not be em-
ployed, permitted, or suffered to work for more than 4 hours continuously
without an interval of at least 30 minutes for a meal period.

(5) The-provisions—of Subsections (1)-(4) do shall not apply to:

(a) Minors 16 and 17 years of age who have graduated from high
school or received a high school equivalency diploma.

(b) Minors who are within the compulsory school attendance age
limit and who hold a valid certificate of exemption issued by the school
superintendent or his or her designee pursuant to the-provisions—of s.
1003.21(3).

(¢) Minors enrolled in an apublie educational institution who qua-
lify on a hardship ba51s such as economic necessity or family emer-
gency. The school superintendent
or his or her designee shall make such determination and issue;-and a
waiver of hours shallbe-issued to the minor and the employer. The form
and contents thereof shall be prescribed by the department.

(d) Minors 16 and 17 years of age who are in a home education
program or are enrolled in an approved virtual instruction program in
which the minor is separated from the teacher by time only.

(e¢) Minors Ghildren in domestic service in private homes, minors
ehildren employed by their parents, or pages in the Florida Legislature.

(6) The department may grant a waiver of the restrictions imposed by
this section pursuant to s. 450.095.

(7)¢6) The presence of ¢ amy minor in any place of employment
during working hours is shall-be prima facie evidence of his or her
employment therein.

(8) An employer who requires, schedules, or otherwise causes a minor
to be employed, permitted, or suffered to work in violation of this section
commits a violation of the law, punishable as provided in s. 450.141.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause and insert: A bill to be
entitled An act relating to the employment of minors; amending s.
450.081, F.S.; removing certain employment restrictions for minors 16
and 17 years of age; revising the age at which certain employment re-
strictions apply; providing for the waiver of a specified restriction by
specified persons; restricting the amount of continuous hours certain
minors may work without a break for a minimum specified time period;
providing applicability; authorizing the department to grant a waiver of
the restrictions imposed under the act; providing penalties; making
technical changes; providing an effective date.

Senator Thompson moved the following amendments to Amendment
1 (736582) which failed:

Amendment 1A (364678)—Delete line 39 and insert:
(3) Minors 17 years of age or younger may shal not be
Amendment 1B (634826)—Delete lines 68-71.

Senator Torres moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
(736582) which failed:

Amendment 1C (979248) (with title amendment)—Between lines
83 and 84 insert:

Section 2. Section 450.166, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
450.166 Complaints, investigations, and penalties.—The depart-
ment shall adopt rules for employers who employ minors, which must

include:

(1) Procedures for reporting complaints relating to violations under
s. 450.081;
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(2) Procedures for investigating complaints relating to violations
under s. 450.081; and
(3) Penalties for violations under s. 450.081.
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 100-102 and insert: authorizing the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation to grant a waiver of the restric-
tions imposed under the act; providing penalties; making technical
changes; creating s. 450.166, F.S.; requiring the department to adopt
certain rules for employers who employ minors; providing an

Amendment 1 (736582) was adopted.

Pursuant to Rule 4.19, CS for CS for HB 49, as amended, was placed
on the calendar of Bills on Third Reading.

CS for HB 1317—A bill to be entitled An act relating to patriotic
organizations; creating s. 1001.433, F.S.; defining the term “patriotic
organization”; authorizing school districts to allow representatives of
patriotic organizations certain opportunities to speak to students, dis-
tribute certain materials, and provide certain displays relating to the
patriotic organizations; requiring certain school districts to provide the
date and time for such patriotic organizations to speak with students,
distribute such materials, and provide certain displays; authorizing
patriotic organizations to be provided certain access to school buildings
and properties under certain circumstances; providing applicability;
providing an effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

The Committee on Fiscal Policy recommended the following amend-
ment which was moved by Senator Wright:

Amendment 1 (231634) (with title amendment)—Delete every-
thing after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Section 1001.433, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

1001.433 Patriotic organizations.—

(1) As used in this section, the term “patriotic organization” means a
youth membership organization serving young people under the age of 21
which is listed in Title 36, U.S.C., as it existed on January 1, 2020, with
an educational purpose that promotes patriotism and civic involvement.

@)(a)

Each school district may:

1. Allow a representative of a patriotic organization the opportunity,
during school hours and instructional time, to speak with and distribute
informational materials in a classroom setting to students, to encourage
participation in the patriotic organization and its activities, and to in-
form students of how the patriotic organization may further the students’
educational interests and civic involvement and better the students’
school and community and themselves.

2. Provide opportunities for a patriotic organization to provide dis-
plays at schools within the district for student recruitment. Such dis-
plays may include informational flyers and the use of other existing
communication channels.

(b) If a school district authorizes a representative of a patriotic or-
ganization to speak with and distribute informational materials to
students and provide displays pursuant to paragraph (a), the school
district:

1. Must provide a specific date and time for the patriotic organiza-
tion to speak to students at schools within the district after the patriotic
organization has provided reasonable notice of its intent to speak to
students and provide displays.

2. Must notify parents or guardians of each patriotic organization’s
expected presentation and the option to withhold consent for their child
participating in such presentation.

(3) A school district may not discriminate against an organization in
subsection (1) in the use of any school building or property for the pur-
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poses of paragraphs (2)(a) and (b), if such activities occur outside of the
school day.

(4) A school district that allows a patriotic organization to speak
with and distribute informational materials to students or use school
buildings or property pursuant to this section is not required to provide
equal access to an organization that is not designated as a patriotic
organization.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause and insert: A bill to be
entitled An act relating to patriotic organizations; creating s. 1001.433,
F.S.; defining the term “patriotic organization”; authorizing school dis-
tricts to allow representatives of patriotic organizations to speak to
students, distribute certain materials, and provide opportunities for
certain displays relating to the patriotic organizations; requiring cer-
tain school districts to provide a date and time for such patriotic orga-
nizations to speak with students, distribute materials, and provide
certain displays; specifying certain requirements if a school district al-
lows a patriotic organization to present at the school; prohibiting a
school district from discriminating against certain organizations in the
use of a school building or property under certain circumstances; au-
thorizing patriotic organizations to be provided certain access to school
buildings and properties under certain circumstances; providing con-
struction; providing an effective date.

Senator Wright moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
(231634) which was adopted:

Amendment 1A (773622)—Delete lines 8-12 and insert:

(1) As used in this section, the term “patriotic organization” means a
youth membership organization serving young people under the age of 21
with an educational purpose that promotes patriotism and civic in-
volvement which is listed in Title 36, U.S.C. ss. 30101, 30901, 31101,
40301, 70901, 80301, 130501, 140101, and 154101.

Amendment 1 (231634), as amended, was adopted.

On motion by Senator Wright, by two-thirds vote, CS for HB 1317, as
amended, was read the third time by title, passed, and certified to the
House. The vote on passage was:

Yeas—39

Madam President Davis Perry
Albritton DiCeglie Pizzo
Avila Garcia Polsky
Berman Grall Powell
Book Gruters Rodriguez
Boyd Harrell Rouson
Bradley Hooper Simon
Brodeur Hutson Stewart
Broxson Ingoglia Thompson
Burgess Jones Torres
Burton Martin Trumbull
Calatayud Mayfield Wright
Collins Osgood Yarborough
Nays—None

Vote after roll call:

Yea—Baxley

CS for HJR 7017—A joint resolution proposing an amendment to
Section 6 of Article VII of the State Constitution and the creation of a
new section in Article XII of the State Constitution to require an annual
adjustment to the value of certain homestead exemptions and provide
an effective date.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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That the following amendment to Section 6 of Article VII and the
creation of a new section in Article XII of the State Constitution are
agreed to and shall be submitted to the electors of this state for approval
or rejection at the next general election or at an earlier special election
specifically authorized by law for that purpose:

ARTICLE VII
FINANCE AND TAXATION
SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.—

(a)(1) Every person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate
and maintains thereon the permanent residence of the owner, or an-
other legally or naturally dependent upon the owner, shall be exempt
from taxation thereon, except assessments for special benefits, as fol-
lows:

a. Up to the assessed valuation of twenty-five thousand dollars; and;

b. For all levies other than school district levies, on the assessed
valuation greater than fifty thousand dollars and up to seventy-five
thousand dollars, upon establishment of right thereto in the manner
prescribed by law. The real estate may be held by legal or equitable title,
by the entireties, jointly, in common, as a condominium, or indirectly by
stock ownership or membership representing the owner’s or member’s
proprietary interest in a corporation owning a fee or a leasehold initially
in excess of ninety-eight years. The exemption shall not apply with
respect to any assessment roll until such roll is first determined to be in
compliance with the provisions of section 4 by a state agency designated
by general law. This exemption is repealed on the effective date of any
amendment to this Article which provides for the assessment of
homestead property at less than just value.

(2) The twenty-five thousand dollar amount of assessed valuation
exempt from taxation provided in subparagraph (a)(1)b. shall be ad-
Justed annually on January 1 of each year for inflation using the percent
change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, U.S. City
Average, all items 1967=100, or successor reports for the preceding cal-
endar year as initially reported by the United States Department of
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, if such percent change is positive.

(3) The amount of assessed valuation exempt from taxation for which
every person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and
maintains thereon the permanent residence of the owner, or another
person legally or naturally dependent upon the owner, is eligible, and
which applies solely to levies other than school district levies, that is
added to this constitution after January 1, 2025, shall be adjusted an-
nually on January 1 of each year for inflation using the percent change
in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, U.S. City Aver-
age, all items 1967=100, or successor reports for the preceding calendar
year as initially reported by the United States Department of Labor,
Bureau of Labor Statistics, if such percent change is positive, beginning
the year following the effective date of such exemption.

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed any individual or
family unit or with respect to any residential unit. No exemption shall
exceed the value of the real estate assessable to the owner or, in case of
ownership through stock or membership in a corporation, the value of
the proportion which the interest in the corporation bears to the as-
sessed value of the property.

(¢) By general law and subject to conditions specified therein, the
Legislature may provide to renters, who are permanent residents, ad
valorem tax relief on all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad valorem tax
relief shall be in the form and amount established by general law.

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow counties or munici-
palities, for the purpose of their respective tax levies and subject to the
provisions of general law, to grant either or both of the following addi-
tional homestead tax exemptions:

(1) An exemption not exceeding fifty thousand dollars to a person
who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon
the permanent residence of the owner, who has attained age sixty-five,
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and whose household income, as defined by general law, does not exceed
twenty thousand dollars; or

(2) An exemption equal to the assessed value of the property to a
person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate with a just
value less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, as determined
in the first tax year that the owner applies and is eligible for the ex-
emption, and who has maintained thereon the permanent residence of
the owner for not less than twenty-five years, who has attained age
sixty-five, and whose household income does not exceed the income
limitation prescribed in paragraph (1).

The general law must allow counties and municipalities to grant these
additional exemptions, within the limits prescribed in this subsection,
by ordinance adopted in the manner prescribed by general law, and
must provide for the periodic adjustment of the income limitation pre-
scribed in this subsection for changes in the cost of living.

(e)(1) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is partially or totally
permanently disabled shall receive a discount from the amount of the ad
valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead property the veteran owns
and resides in if the disability was combat related and the veteran was
honorably discharged upon separation from military service. The dis-
count shall be in a percentage equal to the percentage of the veteran’s
permanent, service-connected disability as determined by the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs. To qualify for the discount
granted by this paragraph, an applicant must submit to the county
property appraiser, by March 1, an official letter from the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs stating the percentage of the veteran’s
service-connected disability and such evidence that reasonably identi-
fies the disability as combat related and a copy of the veteran’s honor-
able discharge. If the property appraiser denies the request for a dis-
count, the appraiser must notify the applicant in writing of the reasons
for the denial, and the veteran may reapply. The Legislature may, by
general law, waive the annual application requirement in subsequent
years.

(2) Ifaveteran who receives the discount described in paragraph (1)
predeceases his or her spouse, and if, upon the death of the veteran, the
surviving spouse holds the legal or beneficial title to the homestead
property and permanently resides thereon, the discount carries over to
the surviving spouse until he or she remarries or sells or otherwise
disposes of the homestead property. If the surviving spouse sells or
otherwise disposes of the property, a discount not to exceed the dollar
amount granted from the most recent ad valorem tax roll may be
transferred to the surviving spouse’s new homestead property, if used
as his or her permanent residence and he or she has not remarried.

(3) This subsection is self-executing and does not require im-
plementing legislation.

(f) By general law and subject to conditions and limitations specified
therein, the Legislature may provide ad valorem tax relief equal to the
total amount or a portion of the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on
homestead property to:

(1) The surviving spouse of a veteran who died from service-con-
nected causes while on active duty as a member of the United States
Armed Forces.

(2) The surviving spouse of a first responder who died in the line of
duty.

(3) A first responder who is totally and permanently disabled as a
result of an injury or injuries sustained in the line of duty. Causal
connection between a disability and service in the line of duty shall not
be presumed but must be determined as provided by general law. For
purposes of this paragraph, the term “disability” does not include a
chronic condition or chronic disease, unless the injury sustained in the
line of duty was the sole cause of the chronic condition or chronic dis-
ease.

As used in this subsection and as further defined by general law, the
term “first responder” means a law enforcement officer, a correctional
officer, a firefighter, an emergency medical technician, or a paramedic,
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and the term “in the line of duty” means arising out of and in the actual
performance of duty required by employment as a first responder.

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

Annual adjustment to homestead exemption value.—This section and
the amendment to Section 6 of Article VII requiring an annual adjust-
ment for inflation of specified homestead exemptions shall take effect
January 1, 2025.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following statement be placed
on the ballot:

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
ARTICLE VII, SECTION 6
ARTICLE XII

ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS TO THE VALUE OF CERTAIN HOME-
STEAD EXEMPTIONS.—Proposing an amendment to the State Con-
stitution to require an annual adjustment for inflation to the value of
current or future homestead exemptions that apply solely to levies other
than school district levies and for which every person who has legal or
equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon the permanent re-
sidence of the owner, or another person legally or naturally dependent
upon the owner is eligible. This amendment takes effect January 1,
2025.

—was read the second time by title.

Pursuant to Rule 7.1, there being no objection, consideration of the
following late-filed amendment was allowed:

Senator Pizzo moved the following amendment:

Amendment 1 (886948) (with ballot and title amendments)—
Delete lines 45-164 and insert:
shall be adjusted every five years on January 1 for inflation using the
percent change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers,
U.S. City Average, all items 1967=100, or successor reports for the pre-
ceding calendar year as initially reported by the United States Depart-
ment of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, if such percent change is
positive. The amount of such adjustment may not exceed three percent
(3%).

(3) The amount of assessed valuation exempt from taxation for which
every person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and
maintains thereon the permanent residence of the owner, or another
person legally or naturally dependent upon the owner, is eligible, and
which applies solely to levies other than school district levies, that is
added to this constitution after January 1, 2025, shall be adjusted every
five years on January 1 for inflation using the percent change in the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, U.S. City Average, all
items 1967=100, or successor reports for the preceding calendar year as
initially reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of
Labor Statistics, if such percent change is positive, beginning the year
following the effective date of such exemption. The amount of such ad-
Jjustment may not exceed three percent (3%).

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed any individual or
family unit or with respect to any residential unit. No exemption shall
exceed the value of the real estate assessable to the owner or, in case of
ownership through stock or membership in a corporation, the value of
the proportion which the interest in the corporation bears to the as-
sessed value of the property.

(c) By general law and subject to conditions specified therein, the
Legislature may provide to renters, who are permanent residents, ad
valorem tax relief on all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad valorem tax
relief shall be in the form and amount established by general law.

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow counties or munici-
palities, for the purpose of their respective tax levies and subject to the
provisions of general law, to grant either or both of the following addi-
tional homestead tax exemptions:
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(1) An exemption not exceeding fifty thousand dollars to a person
who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon
the permanent residence of the owner, who has attained age sixty-five,
and whose household income, as defined by general law, does not exceed
twenty thousand dollars; or

(2) An exemption equal to the assessed value of the property to a
person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate with a just
value less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, as determined
in the first tax year that the owner applies and is eligible for the ex-
emption, and who has maintained thereon the permanent residence of
the owner for not less than twenty-five years, who has attained age
sixty-five, and whose household income does not exceed the income
limitation prescribed in paragraph (1).

The general law must allow counties and municipalities to grant these
additional exemptions, within the limits prescribed in this subsection,
by ordinance adopted in the manner prescribed by general law, and
must provide for the periodic adjustment of the income limitation pre-
scribed in this subsection for changes in the cost of living.

(e)(1) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is partially or totally
permanently disabled shall receive a discount from the amount of the ad
valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead property the veteran owns
and resides in if the disability was combat related and the veteran was
honorably discharged upon separation from military service. The dis-
count shall be in a percentage equal to the percentage of the veteran’s
permanent, service-connected disability as determined by the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs. To qualify for the discount
granted by this paragraph, an applicant must submit to the county
property appraiser, by March 1, an official letter from the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs stating the percentage of the veteran’s
service-connected disability and such evidence that reasonably identi-
fies the disability as combat related and a copy of the veteran’s honor-
able discharge. If the property appraiser denies the request for a dis-
count, the appraiser must notify the applicant in writing of the reasons
for the denial, and the veteran may reapply. The Legislature may, by
general law, waive the annual application requirement in subsequent
years.

(2) If a veteran who receives the discount described in paragraph (1)
predeceases his or her spouse, and if, upon the death of the veteran, the
surviving spouse holds the legal or beneficial title to the homestead
property and permanently resides thereon, the discount carries over to
the surviving spouse until he or she remarries or sells or otherwise
disposes of the homestead property. If the surviving spouse sells or
otherwise disposes of the property, a discount not to exceed the dollar
amount granted from the most recent ad valorem tax roll may be
transferred to the surviving spouse’s new homestead property, if used
as his or her permanent residence and he or she has not remarried.

(3) This subsection is self-executing and does not require im-
plementing legislation.

(f) By general law and subject to conditions and limitations specified
therein, the Legislature may provide ad valorem tax relief equal to the
total amount or a portion of the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on
homestead property to:

(1) The surviving spouse of a veteran who died from service-con-
nected causes while on active duty as a member of the United States
Armed Forces.

(2) The surviving spouse of a first responder who died in the line of
duty.

(3) A first responder who is totally and permanently disabled as a
result of an injury or injuries sustained in the line of duty. Causal
connection between a disability and service in the line of duty shall not
be presumed but must be determined as provided by general law. For
purposes of this paragraph, the term “disability” does not include a
chronic condition or chronic disease, unless the injury sustained in the
line of duty was the sole cause of the chronic condition or chronic dis-
ease.

As used in this subsection and as further defined by general law, the
term “first responder” means a law enforcement officer, a correctional
officer, a firefighter, an emergency medical technician, or a paramedic,
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and the term “in the line of duty” means arising out of and in the actual
performance of duty required by employment as a first responder.

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

Adjustments to homestead exemption value.—This section and the
amendment to Section 6 of Article VII requiring an adjustment every five
years for inflation of specified homestead

And the ballot statement is amended as follows:

Delete lines 172-174 and insert: ADJUSTMENTS TO THE VALUE
OF CERTAIN HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS.—Proposing an amend-
ment to the State Constitution to require an adjustment every 5 years
for inflation to the value of

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 5 and insert:
to the

Constitution to require certain adjustments

Pursuant to Rule 7.1, there being no objection, consideration of the
following late-filed amendment was allowed:

Senator Pizzo moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
(886948) which failed:

Amendment 1A (628714)—Delete lines 5-6 and insert:
shall be adjusted for inflation every 5 years, beginning January 1, 2025,
using the average percentage change over the preceding 5 years in the
Consumer Price Index for All

Amendment 1 (886948) failed.

SENATOR HUTSON PRESIDING

On motion by Senator Ingoglia, by two-thirds vote, CS for HJR 7017
was read the third time by title, passed by the required constitutional
three-fifths vote of the membership, and certified to the House. The vote
on passage was:

Yeas—25

Madam President Burton Martin
Albritton Calatayud Mayfield
Avila Collins Perry
Baxley DiCeglie Rodriguez
Boyd Garcia Simon
Bradley Grall Trumbull
Brodeur Harrell Yarborough
Broxson Hutson

Burgess Ingoglia

Nays—15

Berman Jones Rouson
Book Osgood Stewart
Davis Pizzo Thompson
Gruters Polsky Torres
Hooper Powell Wright

CS for HB 7019—A bill to be entitled An act relating to exemption of
homesteads; amending s. 196.031, F.S.; requiring the value of a certain
homestead exemption be adjusted annually; creating s. 218.136, F.S;
requiring the Legislature to appropriate funds for a specified purpose;
requiring such funds be distributed in a specified manner; requiring
specified counties to apply for such distribution; providing requirements
for application; providing a specified calculation to be used to determine
funding; providing for a reversion of funds in specified circumstances;
authorizing the Department of Revenue to adopt emergency rules;
providing applicability; providing a contingent effective date.

—was read the second time by title.

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

836

Pursuant to Rule 7.1, there being no objection, consideration of the
following late-filed amendment was allowed:

Senator Pizzo moved the following amendment:

Amendment 1 (847706) (with title amendment)—Delete lines 27-
71 and insert:
shall be adjusted every 5 years on January 1 for inflation using the
percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Con-
sumers, U.S. City Average, all items 1967=100, or successor reports for
the preceding calendar year as initially reported by the United States
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, if such percent change
is positive.

Section 2. Section 218.136, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

218.136 Offset for ad valorem revenue loss affecting fiscally con-
strained counties and municipalities located within such counties.—

(1) Beginning in fiscal year 2025-2026, the Legislature shall appro-
priate moneys to offset the reductions in ad valorem tax revenue ex-
perienced by fiscally constrained counties, as defined in s. 218.67(1), and
the municipalities located within such counties, which occur as a direct
result of the implementation of revisions of s. 6(a) of Art. VII of the State
Constitution approved in the November 2024 general election. The
moneys appropriated for this purpose shall be distributed in January of
each fiscal year among the fiscally constrained counties and the muni-
cipalities located within such counties based on each county’s proportion
of the total reduction in ad valorem tax revenue resulting from the im-
plementation of the revision of s. 6(a) of Art. VII of the State Constitution.

(2) On or before November 15 of each year, each fiscally constrained
county or a municipality located within such county shall apply to the
Department of Revenue to participate in the distribution of the appro-
priation and provide documentation supporting the county’s or munici-
pality’s estimated reduction in ad valorem tax revenue in the form and
manner prescribed by the Department of Revenue. The documentation
must include an estimate of the reduction in taxable value directly at-
tributable to revisions of s. 6(a) of Art. VII of the State Constitution
approved in the November 2024 general election for all county or mu-
nicipal taxing jurisdictions within the county or municipality and shall
be prepared by the property appraiser in each fiscally constrained county
or a municipality located within such county. The documentation must
also include the county or municipal millage rates applicable in all such
Jurisdictions for the current year and the prior year, rolled-back rates
determined as provided in s. 200.065 for each county or municipal taxing
Jjurisdiction, and maximum millage rates that could have been levied by
magjority vote pursuant to s. 200.065(5). For purposes of this section, each
fiscally constrained county’s or municipality’s reduction in ad valorem
tax revenue shall be calculated as 95 percent of the estimated reduction
in taxable value multiplied by the lesser of the 2024 applicable millage
rate or the applicable millage rate for each county or municipal taxing
Jurisdiction in the current year. If a fiscally constrained county or a
municipality within such county fails to apply for the distribution, its

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 4-8 and insert: homestead exemption be adjusted at
specified intervals; creating s. 218.136, F.S.; requiring the Legislature
to appropriate funds for a specified purpose; requiring that such funds
be distributed in a specified manner; requiring specified counties and
municipalities to apply for such

Pursuant to Rule 7.1, there being no objection, consideration of the
following late-filed amendment was allowed:

Senator Pizzo moved the following amendment to Amendment 1
(847706) which failed:

Amendment 1A (532042) (with title amendment)—Delete lines 5-
10 and insert:
shall be adjusted for inflation every 5 years, beginning January 1, 2025,
using the average percentage change over the preceding 5 years in the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, U.S. City Average, all
items 1967=100, or successor reports for the preceding calendar year as
initially reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of
Labor Statistics, if such percent change is positive. The amount of such
adjustment may not exceed 3 percent.
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And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 62 and insert: intervals; prohibiting such adjustment
from exceeding a certain amount; creating s. 218.136, F.S.; requiring
the

The vote was:

Yeas—15

Berman Garcia Powell
Book Hooper Rouson
Bradley Osgood Stewart
Calatayud Pizzo Thompson
Davis Polsky Torres
Nays—24

Madam President Burton Martin
Albritton Collins Mayfield
Avila DiCeglie Perry
Baxley Grall Rodriguez
Boyd Gruters Simon
Brodeur Harrell Trumbull
Broxson Hutson Wright
Burgess Ingoglia Yarborough

Amendment 1 (847706) failed.

On motion by Senator Ingoglia, by two-thirds vote, CS for HB 7019
was read the third time by title, passed, and certified to the House. The
vote on passage was:

Yeas—26

Madam President Burton Martin
Albritton Calatayud Mayfield
Avila Collins Perry
Baxley DiCeglie Rodriguez
Boyd Garcia Thompson
Bradley Grall Trumbull
Brodeur Harrell Wright
Broxson Hutson Yarborough
Burgess Ingoglia

Nays—14

Berman Jones Rouson
Book Osgood Simon
Davis Pizzo Stewart
Gruters Polsky Torres
Hooper Powell

CS for CS for SB 1716—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
Citizens Property Insurance Corporation; amending s. 627.351, F.S,;
revising a requirement for certain flood insurance; revising circum-
stances under which certain insurers’ associations must levy market
equalization surcharges on policyholders; deleting obsolete language;
authorizing the Office of Insurance Regulation to evaluate whether
there is a reasonable degree of competition within certain zip codes;
providing that certain structures located within certain zip codes are
eligible for coverage from the corporation; providing that certain ac-
counts for Citizens Property Insurance Corporation revenues, assets,
liabilities, losses, and expenses are now maintained as the Citizens
account; revising the requirements for certain coverages by the cor-
poration; requiring the inclusion of quota share primary insurance in
certain policies; deleting provisions relating to legislative goals; con-
forming provisions to changes made by the act; revising provisions re-
lating to deficits in certain accounts; revising the definition of the term
“assessments”; deleting provisions relating to surcharges and regular
assessments upon determination of projected deficits; deleting provi-
sions relating to funds available to the corporation as sources of revenue
and bonds; deleting definitions; deleting provisions relating to the du-
ties of the Florida Surplus Lines Service Office; deleting provisions re-
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lating to disposition of excess amounts of assessments and surcharges;
defining the terms “approved surplus lines insurer” and “primary re-
sidence”; providing applicability of certain provisions relating to per-
sonal lines residential risks coverage by the corporation; providing that
certain personal lines residential risks are not eligible for any policy
issued by the corporation; providing an exception; providing that certain
personal lines residential risks are not eligible for coverage with the
corporation under certain circumstances; providing an exception; pro-
viding that certain risks are eligible for certain standard policies; pro-
viding that certain risks are eligible for certain basic polices; requiring
the department to determine the type of policy to be provided on the
basis of certain standards and practices; providing that certain policy-
holders do not remain eligible for coverage from the corporation; re-
quiring the insurer to pay the producing agent of record a certain
amount or make certain offers under certain circumstances; providing
that the producing agent of record is entitled to retain certain com-
mission on the policy; requiring the insurer to pay the producing agent
of record a certain amount or make certain offers under certain cir-
cumstances; revising the corporation’s plan of operation; revising the
required statements from applicants for coverage; revising the duties of
the executive director of the corporation; authorizing the executive di-
rector to assign and appoint designees; deleting an applicability provi-
sion relating to bond requirements; revising the personal lines polices
that are not subject to certain rate limitations; deleting provisions re-
lating to certain insurer assessment deferments; deleting provisions
relating to the intangibles of and coverage by the Florida Windstorm
Underwriting Association and the corporation coastal account; author-
izing the corporation and certain persons to make specified information
obtained from underwriting files and confidential claims files available
to licensed surplus lines agents; prohibiting such agents from using
such information for specified purposes; providing applicability of pro-
visions relating to take-out offers that are part of applications to par-
ticipate in depopulation; authorizing the corporation to share its claims
data with a specified entity; authorizing the corporation to take certain
actions relating to trademarks, copyrights, or patents; amending s.
627.3511, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
conforming cross-references; amending s. 627.3518, F.S.; revising elig-
ibility requirements for policyholders at renewal and for applicants for
new coverage; defining the term “primary residence”; providing effective
dates.

—was read the second time by title.

Pending further consideration of CS for CS for SB 1716, pursuant to
Rule 3.11(3), there being no objection, CS for CS for HB 1503 was
withdrawn from the Committee on Fiscal Policy.

On motion by Senator Boyd, the rules were waived and—

CS for CS for HB 1503—A bill to be entitled An act relating to
Citizens Property Insurance Corporation; amending s. 627.351, F.S,;
revising circumstances under which certain insurers’ association shall
levy market equalization surcharges on policyholders; removing ob-
solete language; providing that certain accounts for Citizens Property
Insurance Corporation revenues, assets, liability, losses, and expenses
are now maintained as the Citizens account; revising the requirements
for certain coverages by the corporation; requiring the inclusion of quota
share primary insurance in certain policies; removing provisions re-
lating to legislative goals; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; revising the definition of the term “assessments”; removing provi-
sions relating to surcharges and regular assessments upon determina-
tion of certain accounts’ projected deficits; removing provisions relating
to funds available to the corporation as sources of revenue and bonds;
removing definitions; removing provisions relating to the duties of the
Florida Surplus Lines Service Office; removing provisions relating to
disposition of excess amounts of assessments and surcharges; providing
definitions; specifying that certain provisions apply to personal lines
residential risks that are primary residences and to personal lines re-
sidential risks that are not primary residences; providing that com-
parisons of comparable coverages under certain personal lines re-
sidential risks and commercial lines residential risks do not apply to
policies that do not cover primary residences; providing that certain
risks that could not be insured under standard policies are eligible for
certain basic policies; authorizing policies that are removed from the
corporation through assumption agreements to remain on the corpora-
tion’s policy forms through the end of policy terms; providing duties of
the insurers relating to producing agents of record under certain cir-
cumstances; revising the corporation’s plan of operation; revising the
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required statements from applicants for coverage; revising the duties of
the executive director of the corporation; authorizing the executive di-
rector to assign and appoint designees; removing a nonapplicability
provision relating to bond requirements; removing obsolete language;
authorizing insurers’ assessable insureds to be relieved from assess-
ments under certain circumstances; removing provisions relating to
certain insurer assessment deferments; removing provisions relating to
the intangibles of and coverage by the Florida Windstorm Underwriting
Association and the corporation coastal account; authorizing the cor-
poration and certain persons to make specified information obtained
from underwriting files and confidential claims files available to li-
censed surplus lines agents; prohibiting such agents from using such
information for specified purposes; authorizing the corporation to share
its claims data with a specified entity; amending s. 627.3511, F.S;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; conforming cross-
references; providing the corporation authority relating to patents,
copyrights, and trademarks; amending s. 627.3518, F.S.; providing
nonapplicability of provisions relating to noneligibility for coverage by
the corporation; providing effective dates.

—a companion measure, was substituted for CS for CS for SB 1716
and read the second time by title.

Senator Boyd moved the following amendment:

Amendment 1 (607656) (with title amendment)—Delete every-
thing after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Effective upon becoming a law, paragraph (aa) of sub-
section (6) of section 627.351, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

627.351 Insurance risk apportionment plans.—
(6) CITIZENS PROPERTY INSURANCE CORPORATION.—

(aa) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, the corporation
shall require the securing and maintaining of flood insurance as a
condition of coverage of a personal lines residential risk. The insured or
applicant must execute a form approved by the office affirming that
flood insurance is not provided by the corporation and that if flood in-
surance is not secured by the applicant or insured from an insurer other
than the corporation and in addition to coverage by the corporation, the
risk will not be eligible for coverage by the corporation. The corporation
may deny coverage of a personal lines residential risk to an applicant or
insured who refuses to secure and maintain flood insurance. The re-
quirement to purchase flood insurance shall be implemented as follows:

1. Except as provided in subparagraphs 2. and 3., all personal lines
residential policyholders must have flood coverage in place for policies
effective on or after:

a. dJanuary 1, 2024, for a structure that has a dwelling replacement
cost of $600,000 or more.

b. January 1, 2025, for a structure that has a dwelling replacement
cost of $500,000 or more.

c. January 1, 2026, for a structure that has a dwelling replacement
cost of $400,000 or more.

d. January 1, 2027, for all other personal lines residential property
insured by the corporation.

2. All personal lines residential policyholders whose property in-
sured by the corporation is located within the special flood hazard area
defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency must have
flood coverage in place:

a. At the time of initial policy issuance for all new personal lines
residential policies issued by the corporation on or after April 1, 2023.

b. By the time of the policy renewal for all personal lines residential
policies renewing on or after July 1, 2023.

3. Policyholders are not required to purchase flood insurance as a
condition for maintaining the following policies issued by the corpora-
tion:

a. Policies that do not provide coverage for the peril of wind.
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b. Policies that provide coverage under a condominium unit owners
form.

The flood insurance required under this paragraph must meet, at a
minimum, the dwelling coverage available from the National Flood
Insurance Program or the requirements of subparagraphs s.
627.715(1)(a)l., 2., and 3.

Section 2. Present subsection (7) of section 627.351, Florida Sta-
tutes, is redesignated as subsection (8), a new subsection (7) is added to
that section, paragraph (nn) is added to subsection (6) of that section,
and paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (e), (0),
(p), (@), (v), (w), (x), (z), and (ii) of subsection (6) of that section are
amended, to read:

627.351 Insurance risk apportionment plans.—
(2) WINDSTORM INSURANCE RISK APPORTIONMENT.—

(b) The department shall require all insurers holding a certificate of
authority to transact property insurance on a direct basis in this state,
other than joint underwriting associations and other entities formed
pursuant to this section, to provide windstorm coverage to applicants
from areas determined to be eligible pursuant to paragraph (c) who in
good faith are entitled to, but are unable to procure, such coverage
through ordinary means; or it shall adopt a reasonable plan or plans for
the equitable apportionment or sharing among such insurers of wind-
storm coverage, which may include formation of an association for this
purpose. As used in this subsection, the term “property insurance”
means insurance on real or personal property, as defined in s. 624.604,
including insurance for fire, industrial fire, allied lines, farmowners
multiperil, homeowners multiperil, commercial multiperil, and mobile
homes, and including liability coverages on all such insurance, but ex-
cluding inland marine as defined in s. 624.607(3) and excluding vehicle
insurance as defined in s. 624.605(1)(a) other than insurance on mobile
homes used as permanent dwellings. The department shall adopt rules
that provide a formula for the recovery and repayment of any deferred
assessments.

1. For the purpose of this section, properties eligible for such
windstorm coverage are defined as dwellings, buildings, and other
structures, including mobile homes which are used as dwellings and
which are tied down in compliance with mobile home tie-down re-
quirements prescribed by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles pursuant to s. 320.8325, and the contents of all such proper-
ties. An applicant or policyholder is eligible for coverage only if an offer
of coverage cannot be obtained by or for the applicant or policyholder
from an admitted insurer at approved rates.

2.a.() All insurers required to be members of such association shall
participate in its writings, expenses, and losses. Surplus of the asso-
ciation shall be retained for the payment of claims and shall not be
distributed to the member insurers. Such participation by member in-
surers shall be in the proportion that the net direct premiums of each
member insurer written for property insurance in this state during the
preceding calendar year bear to the aggregate net direct premiums for
property insurance of all member insurers, as reduced by any credits for
voluntary writings, in this state during the preceding calendar year. For
the purposes of this subsection, the term “net direct premiums” means
direct written premiums for property insurance, reduced by premium
for liability coverage and for the following if included in allied lines: rain
and hail on growing crops; livestock; association direct premiums
booked; National Flood Insurance Program direct premiums; and si-
milar deductions specifically authorized by the plan of operation and
approved by the department. A member’s participation shall begin on
the first day of the calendar year following the year in which it is issued
a certificate of authority to transact property insurance in the state and
shall terminate 1 year after the end of the calendar year during which it
no longer holds a certificate of authority to transact property insurance
in the state. The commissioner, after review of annual statements, other
reports, and any other statistics that the commissioner deems neces-
sary, shall certify to the association the aggregate direct premiums
written for property insurance in this state by all member insurers.

(IT) Effective July 1, 2002, the association shall operate subject to
the supervision and approval of a board of governors who are the same
individuals that have been appointed by the Treasurer to serve on the
board of governors of the Citizens Property Insurance Corporation.
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(III) The plan of operation shall provide a formula whereby a com-
pany voluntarily providing windstorm coverage in affected areas will be
relieved wholly or partially from apportionment of a regular assessment
pursuant to sub-sub-subparagraph d.(I) or sub-sub-subparagraph d.(II).

(IV) A company which is a member of a group of companies under
common management may elect to have its credits applied on a group
basis, and any company or group may elect to have its credits applied to
any other company or group.

(V) There shall be no credits or relief from apportionment to a
company for emergency assessments collected from its policyholders
under sub-sub-subparagraph d.(ITI).

(VI) The plan of operation may also provide for the award of credits,
for a period not to exceed 3 years, from a regular assessment pursuant
to sub-sub-subparagraph d.(I) or sub-sub-subparagraph d.(II) as an in-
centive for taking policies out of the Residential Property and Casualty
Joint Underwriting Association. In order to qualify for the exemption
under this sub-sub-subparagraph, the take-out plan must provide that
at least 40 percent of the policies removed from the Residential Property
and Casualty Joint Underwriting Association cover risks located in
Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties or at least 30 percent
of the policies so removed cover risks located in Miami-Dade, Broward,
and Palm Beach Counties and an additional 50 percent of the policies so
removed cover risks located in other coastal counties, and must also
provide that no more than 15 percent of the policies so removed may
exclude windstorm coverage. With the approval of the department, the
association may waive these geographic criteria for a take-out plan that
removes at least the lesser of 100,000 Residential Property and Ca-
sualty Joint Underwriting Association policies or 15 percent of the total
number of Residential Property and Casualty Joint Underwriting As-
sociation policies, provided the governing board of the Residential
Property and Casualty Joint Underwriting Association certifies that the
take-out plan will materially reduce the Residential Property and Ca-
sualty Joint Underwriting Association’s 100-year probable maximum
loss from hurricanes. With the approval of the department, the board
may extend such credits for an additional year if the insurer guarantees
an additional year of renewability for all policies removed from the
Residential Property and Casualty Joint Underwriting Association, or
for 2 additional years if the insurer guarantees 2 additional years of
renewability for all policies removed from the Residential Property and
Casualty Joint Underwriting Association.

b. Assessments to pay deficits in the association under this sub-
paragraph shall be included as an appropriate factor in the making of
rates as provided in s. 627.3512.

c. The Legislature finds that the potential for unlimited deficit as-
sessments under this subparagraph may induce insurers to attempt to
reduce their writings in the voluntary market, and that such actions
would worsen the availability problems that the association was created
to remedy. It is the intent of the Legislature that insurers remain fully
responsible for paying regular assessments and collecting emergency
assessments for any deficits of the association; however, it is also the
intent of the Legislature to provide a means by which assessment li-
abilities may be amortized over a period of years.

d.(I) When the deficit incurred in a particular calendar year is 10
percent or less of the aggregate statewide direct written premium for
property insurance for the prior calendar year for all member insurers,
the association shall levy an assessment on member insurers in an
amount equal to the deficit.

(II) When the deficit incurred in a particular calendar year exceeds
10 percent of the aggregate statewide direct written premium for
property insurance for the prior calendar year for all member insurers,
the association shall levy an assessment on member insurers in an
amount equal to the greater of 10 percent of the deficit or 10 percent of
the aggregate statewide direct written premium for property insurance
for the prior calendar year for member insurers. Any remaining deficit
shall be recovered through emergency assessments under sub-sub-
subparagraph (III).

(III) Upon a determination by the board of directors that a deficit
exceeds the amount that will be recovered through regular assessments
on member insurers, pursuant to sub-sub-subparagraph (I) or sub-sub-
subparagraph (II), the board shall levy, after verification by the de-
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partment, emergency assessments to be collected by member insurers
and by underwriting associations created pursuant to this section which
write property insurance, upon issuance or renewal of property in-
surance policies other than National Flood Insurance policies in the
year or years following levy of the regular assessments. The amount of
the emergency assessment collected in a particular year shall be a
uniform percentage of that year’s direct written premium for property
insurance for all member insurers and underwriting associations, ex-
cluding National Flood Insurance policy premiums, as annually de-
termined by the board and verified by the department. The department
shall verify the arithmetic calculations involved in the board’s de-
termination within 30 days after receipt of the information on which the
determination was based. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
each member insurer and each underwriting association created pur-
suant to this section shall collect emergency assessments from its pol-
icyholders without such obligation being affected by any credit, limita-
tion, exemption, or deferment. The emergency assessments so collected
shall be transferred directly to the association on a periodic basis as
determined by the association. The aggregate amount of emergency
assessments levied under this sub-sub-subparagraph in any calendar
year may not exceed the greater of 10 percent of the amount needed to
cover the original deficit, plus interest, fees, commissions, required re-
serves, and other costs associated with financing of the original deficit,
or 10 percent of the aggregate statewide direct written premium for
property insurance written by member insurers and underwriting as-
sociations for the prior year, plus interest, fees, commissions, required
reserves, and other costs associated with financing the original deficit.
The board may pledge the proceeds of the emergency assessments under
this sub-sub-subparagraph as the source of revenue for bonds, to retire
any other debt incurred as a result of the deficit or events giving rise to
the deficit, or in any other way that the board determines will efficiently
recover the deficit. The emergency assessments under this sub-sub-
subparagraph shall continue as long as any bonds issued or other in-
debtedness incurred with respect to a deficit for which the assessment
was imposed remain outstanding, unless adequate provision has been
made for the payment of such bonds or other indebtedness pursuant to
the document governing such bonds or other indebtedness. Emergency
assessments collected under this sub-sub-subparagraph are not part of
an insurer’s rates, are not premium, and are not subject to premium tax,
fees, or commissions; however, failure to pay the emergency assessment
shall be treated as failure to pay premium.

(IV) Each member insurer’s share of the total regular assessments
under sub-sub-subparagraph (I) or sub-sub-subparagraph (II) shall be
in the proportion that the insurer’s net direct premium for property
insurance in this state, for the year preceding the assessment bears to
the aggregate statewide net direct premium for property insurance of
all member insurers, as reduced by any credits for voluntary writings
for that year.

(V) If regular deficit assessments are made under sub-sub-sub-

paragraph (I) or sub sub subparagraph (II)—er—by—t—he—Res&eleﬂt—l—&l

the assomatlon shall levy upon the assomatlons
policyholders, as part of its next rate filing, or by a separate rate filing
solely for this purpose, a market equalization surcharge in a percentage
equal to the total amount of such regular assessments divided by the
aggregate statewide direct written premium for property insurance for
member insurers for the prior calendar year. Market equalization sur-
charges under this sub-sub-subparagraph are not considered premium
and are not subject to commissions, fees, or premium taxes; however,
failure to pay a market equalization surcharge shall be treated as
failure to pay premium.

e. The governing body of any unit of local government, any residents
of which are insured under the plan, may issue bonds as defined in s.
125.013 or s. 166.101 to fund an assistance program, in conjunction with
the association, for the purpose of defraying deficits of the association.
In order to avoid needless and indiscriminate proliferation, duplication,
and fragmentation of such assistance programs, any unit of local gov-
ernment, any residents of which are insured by the association, may
provide for the payment of losses, regardless of whether or not the losses
occurred within or outside of the territorial jurisdiction of the local
government. Revenue bonds may not be issued until validated pursuant
to chapter 75, unless a state of emergency is declared by executive order
or proclamation of the Governor pursuant to s. 252.36 making such
findings as are necessary to determine that it is in the best interests of,
and necessary for, the protection of the public health, safety, and gen-
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eral welfare of residents of this state and the protection and preserva-
tion of the economic stability of insurers operating in this state, and
declaring it an essential public purpose to permit certain municipalities
or counties to issue bonds as will provide relief to claimants and pol-
icyholders of the association and insurers responsible for apportionment
of plan losses. Any such unit of local government may enter into such
contracts with the association and with any other entity created pur-
suant to this subsection as are necessary to carry out this paragraph.
Any bonds issued under this sub-subparagraph shall be payable from
and secured by moneys received by the association from assessments
under this subparagraph, and assigned and pledged to or on behalf of
the unit of local government for the benefit of the holders of such bonds.
The funds, credit, property, and taxing power of the state or of the unit
of local government shall not be pledged for the payment of such bonds.
If any of the bonds remain unsold 60 days after issuance, the depart-
ment shall require all insurers subject to assessment to purchase the
bonds, which shall be treated as admitted assets; each insurer shall be
required to purchase that percentage of the unsold portion of the bond
issue that equals the insurer’s relative share of assessment liability
under this subsection. An insurer shall not be required to purchase the
bonds to the extent that the department determines that the purchase
would endanger or impair the solvency of the insurer. The authority
granted by this sub-subparagraph is additional to any bonding au-
thority granted by subparagraph 6.

3. The plan shall also provide that any member with a surplus as to
policyholders of $25 million or less writing 25 percent or more of its total
countrywide property insurance premiums in this state may petition
the department, within the first 90 days of each calendar year, to
qualify as a limited apportionment company. The apportionment of such
a member company in any calendar year for which it is qualified shall
not exceed its gross participation, which shall not be affected by the
formula for voluntary writings. In no event shall a limited apportion-
ment company be required to participate in any apportionment of losses
pursuant to sub-sub-subparagraph 2.d.(I) or sub-sub-subparagraph
2.d.(I1) in the aggregate which exceeds $50 million after payment of
available plan funds in any calendar year. However, a limited appor-
tionment company shall collect from its policyholders any emergency
assessment imposed under sub-sub-subparagraph 2.d.(III). The plan
shall provide that, if the department determines that any regular as-
sessment will result in an impairment of the surplus of a limited ap-
portionment company, the department may direct that all or part of
such assessment be deferred. However, there shall be no limitation or
deferment of an emergency assessment to be collected from policy-
holders under sub-sub-subparagraph 2.d.(IID).

4. The plan shall provide for the deferment, in whole or in part, of a
regular assessment of a member insurer under sub-sub-subparagraph
2.d.(I) or sub-sub-subparagraph 2.d.(II), but not for an emergency as-
sessment collected from policyholders under sub-sub-subparagraph
2.d.(IID), if, in the opinion of the commissioner, payment of such regular
assessment would endanger or impair the solvency of the member in-
surer. In the event a regular assessment against a member insurer is
deferred in whole or in part, the amount by which such assessment is
deferred may be assessed against the other member insurers in a
manner consistent with the basis for assessments set forth in sub-sub-
subparagraph 2.d.(I) or sub-sub-subparagraph 2.d.(I1).

5.a. The plan of operation may include deductibles and rules for
classification of risks and rate modifications consistent with the objec-
tive of providing and maintaining funds sufficient to pay catastrophe
losses.

b. It is the intent of the Legislature that the rates for coverage
provided by the association be actuarially sound and not competitive
with approved rates charged in the admitted voluntary market such
that the association functions as a residual market mechanism to pro-
vide insurance only when the insurance cannot be procured in the vol-
untary market. The plan of operation shall provide a mechanism to
assure that, beginning no later than January 1, 1999, the rates charged
by the association for each line of business are reflective of approved
rates in the voluntary market for hurricane coverage for each line of
business in the various areas eligible for association coverage.

c. The association shall provide for windstorm coverage on re-
sidential properties in limits up to $10 million for commercial lines
residential risks and up to $1 million for personal lines residential risks.
If coverage with the association is sought for a residential risk valued in
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excess of these limits, coverage shall be available to the risk up to the
replacement cost or actual cash value of the property, at the option of
the insured, if coverage for the risk cannot be located in the authorized
market. The association must accept a commercial lines residential risk
with limits above $10 million or a personal lines residential risk with
limits above $1 million if coverage is not available in the authorized
market. The association may write coverage above the limits specified
in this subparagraph with or without facultative or other reinsurance
coverage, as the association determines appropriate.

d. The plan of operation must provide objective criteria and proce-
dures, approved by the department, to be uniformly applied for all ap-
plicants in determining whether an individual risk is so hazardous as to
be uninsurable. In making this determination and in establishing the
criteria and procedures, the following shall be considered:

(I) Whether the likelihood of a loss for the individual risk is sub-
stantially higher than for other risks of the same class; and

(IT) Whether the uncertainty associated with the individual risk is
such that an appropriate premium cannot be determined.

The acceptance or rejection of a risk by the association pursuant to such
criteria and procedures must be construed as the private placement of
insurance, and the provisions of chapter 120 do not apply.

e. If the risk accepts an offer of coverage through the market as-
sistance program or through a mechanism established by the associa-
tion, either before the policy is issued by the association or during the
first 30 days of coverage by the association, and the producing agent
who submitted the application to the association is not currently ap-
pointed by the insurer, the insurer shall:

(I) Pay to the producing agent of record of the policy, for the first
year, an amount that is the greater of the insurer’s usual and customary
commission for the type of policy written or a fee equal to the usual and
customary commission of the association; or

(II) Offer to allow the producing agent of record of the policy to
continue servicing the policy for a period of not less than 1 year and offer
to pay the agent the greater of the insurer’s or the association’s usual
and customary commission for the type of policy written.

If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept appointment, the
new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance with sub-sub-sub-
paragraph (I). Subject to the provisions of s. 627.3517, the policies is-
sued by the association must provide that if the association obtains an
offer from an authorized insurer to cover the risk at its approved rates
under either a standard policy including wind coverage or, if consistent
with the insurer’s underwriting rules as filed with the department, a
basic policy including wind coverage, the risk is no longer eligible for
coverage through the association. Upon termination of eligibility, the
association shall provide written notice to the policyholder and agent of
record stating that the association policy must be canceled as of 60 days
after the date of the notice because of the offer of coverage from an
authorized insurer. Other provisions of the insurance code relating to
cancellation and notice of cancellation do not apply to actions under this
sub-subparagraph.

f. When the association enters into a contractual agreement for a
take-out plan, the producing agent of record of the association policy is
entitled to retain any unearned commission on the policy, and the in-
surer shall:

(I) Pay to the producing agent of record of the association policy, for
the first year, an amount that is the greater of the insurer’s usual and
customary commission for the type of policy written or a fee equal to the
usual and customary commission of the association; or

(IT) Offer to allow the producing agent of record of the association
policy to continue servicing the policy for a period of not less than 1 year
and offer to pay the agent the greater of the insurer’s or the association’s
usual and customary commission for the type of policy written.

If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept appointment, the
new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance with sub-sub-sub-
paragraph ().
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6.a. The plan of operation may authorize the formation of a private
nonprofit corporation, a private nonprofit unincorporated association, a
partnership, a trust, a limited liability company, or a nonprofit mutual
company which may be empowered, among other things, to borrow
money by issuing bonds or by incurring other indebtedness and to ac-
cumulate reserves or funds to be used for the payment of insured cat-
astrophe losses. The plan may authorize all actions necessary to facil-
itate the issuance of bonds, including the pledging of assessments or
other revenues.

b. Any entity created under this subsection, or any entity formed for
the purposes of this subsection, may sue and be sued, may borrow
money; issue bonds, notes, or debt instruments; pledge or sell assess-
ments, market equalization surcharges and other surcharges, rights,
premiums, contractual rights, projected recoveries from the Florida
Hurricane Catastrophe Fund, other reinsurance recoverables, and other
assets as security for such bonds, notes, or debt instruments; enter into
any contracts or agreements necessary or proper to accomplish such
borrowings; and take other actions necessary to carry out the purposes
of this subsection. The association may issue bonds or incur other in-
debtedness, or have bonds issued on its behalf by a unit of local gov-
ernment pursuant to subparagraph (6)(q)2., in the absence of a hurri-
cane or other weather-related event, upon a determination by the
association subject to approval by the department that such action
would enable it to efficiently meet the financial obligations of the as-
sociation and that such financings are reasonably necessary to effec-
tuate the requirements of this subsection. Any such entity may accu-
mulate reserves and retain surpluses as of the end of any association
year to provide for the payment of losses incurred by the association
during that year or any future year. The association shall incorporate
and continue the plan of operation and articles of agreement in effect on
the effective date of chapter 76-96, Laws of Florida, to the extent that it
is not inconsistent with chapter 76-96, and as subsequently modified
consistent with chapter 76-96. The board of directors and officers cur-
rently serving shall continue to serve until their successors are duly
qualified as provided under the plan. The assets and obligations of the
plan in effect immediately prior to the effective date of chapter 76-96
shall be construed to be the assets and obligations of the successor plan
created herein.

c. Inrecognition of s. 10, Art. I of the State Constitution, prohibiting
the impairment of obligations of contracts, it is the intent of the Leg-
islature that no action be taken whose purpose is to impair any bond
indenture or financing agreement or any revenue source committed by
contract to such bond or other indebtedness issued or incurred by the
association or any other entity created under this subsection.

7. On such coverage, an agent’s remuneration shall be that amount
of money payable to the agent by the terms of his or her contract with
the company with which the business is placed. However, no commis-
sion will be paid on that portion of the premium which is in excess of the
standard premium of that company.

8. Subject to approval by the department, the association may es-
tablish different eligibility requirements and operational procedures for
any line or type of coverage for any specified eligible area or portion of
an eligible area if the board determines that such changes to the elig-
ibility requirements and operational procedures are justified due to the
voluntary market being sufficiently stable and competitive in such area
or for such line or type of coverage and that consumers who, in good
faith, are unable to obtain insurance through the voluntary market
through ordinary methods would continue to have access to coverage
from the association. When coverage is sought in connection with a real
property transfer, such requirements and procedures shall not provide
for an effective date of coverage later than the date of the closing of the
transfer as established by the transferor, the transferee, and, if ap-
plicable, the lender.

9. Notwithstanding any other provision of law:

a. The pledge or sale of, the lien upon, and the security interest in
any rights, revenues, or other assets of the association created or pur-
ported to be created pursuant to any financing documents to secure any
bonds or other indebtedness of the association shall be and remain valid
and enforceable, notwithstanding the commencement of and during the
continuation of, and after, any rehabilitation, insolvency, liquidation,
bankruptcy, receivership, conservatorship, reorganization, or similar
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proceeding against the association under the laws of this state or any
other applicable laws.

b. No such proceeding shall relieve the association of its obligation,
or otherwise affect its ability to perform its obligation, to continue to
collect, or levy and collect, assessments, market equalization or other
surcharges, projected recoveries from the Florida Hurricane Cata-
strophe Fund, reinsurance recoverables, or any other rights, revenues,
or other assets of the association pledged.

c. Each such pledge or sale of, lien upon, and security interest in,
including the priority of such pledge, lien, or security interest, any such
assessments, emergency assessments, market equalization or renewal
surcharges, projected recoveries from the Florida Hurricane Cata-
strophe Fund, reinsurance recoverables, or other rights, revenues, or
other assets which are collected, or levied and collected, after the com-
mencement of and during the pendency of or after any such proceeding
shall continue unaffected by such proceeding.

d. Asused in this subsection, the term “financing documents” means
any agreement, instrument, or other document now existing or here-
after created evidencing any bonds or other indebtedness of the asso-
ciation or pursuant to which any such bonds or other indebtedness has
been or may be issued and pursuant to which any rights, revenues, or
other assets of the association are pledged or sold to secure the repay-
ment of such bonds or indebtedness, together with the payment of in-
terest on such bonds or such indebtedness, or the payment of any other
obligation of the association related to such bonds or indebtedness.

e. Any such pledge or sale of assessments, revenues, contract rights
or other rights or assets of the association shall constitute a lien and
security interest, or sale, as the case may be, that is immediately ef-
fective and attaches to such assessments, revenues, contract, or other
rights or assets, whether or not imposed or collected at the time the
pledge or sale is made. Any such pledge or sale is effective, valid,
binding, and enforceable against the association or other entity making
such pledge or sale, and valid and binding against and superior to any
competing claims or obligations owed to any other person or entity,
including policyholders in this state, asserting rights in any such as-
sessments, revenues, contract, or other rights or assets to the extent set
forth in and in accordance with the terms of the pledge or sale contained
in the applicable financing documents, whether or not any such person
or entity has notice of such pledge or sale and without the need for any
physical delivery, recordation, filing, or other action.

f. There shall be no liability on the part of, and no cause of action of
any nature shall arise against, any member insurer or its agents or
employees, agents or employees of the association, members of the
board of directors of the association, or the department or its repre-
sentatives, for any action taken by them in the performance of their
duties or responsibilities under this subsection. Such immunity does not
apply to actions for breach of any contract or agreement pertaining to
insurance, or any willful tort.

(6) CITIZENS PROPERTY INSURANCE CORPORATION.—

(a) The public purpose of this subsection is to ensure that there is an
orderly market for property insurance for residents and businesses of
this state.

1. The Legislature finds that private insurers are unwilling or un-
able to provide affordable property insurance coverage in this state to
the extent sought and needed. The absence of affordable property in-
surance threatens the public health, safety, and welfare and likewise
threatens the economic health of the state. The state therefore has a
compelling public interest and a public purpose to assist in assuring
that property in the state is insured and that it is insured at affordable
rates so as to facilitate the remediation, reconstruction, and replace-
ment of damaged or destroyed property in order to reduce or avoid the
negative effects otherwise resulting to the public health, safety, and
welfare, to the economy of the state, and to the revenues of the state and
local governments which are needed to provide for the public welfare. It
is necessary, therefore, to provide affordable property insurance to ap-
plicants who are in good faith entitled to procure insurance through the
voluntary market but are unable to do so. The Legislature intends,
therefore, that affordable property insurance be provided and that it
continue to be provided, as long as necessary, through Citizens Property
Insurance Corporation, a government entity that is an integral part of
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the state, and that is not a private insurance company. To that end, the
corporation shall strive to increase the availability of affordable prop-
erty insurance in this state, while achieving efficiencies and economies,
and while providing service to policyholders, applicants, and agents
which is no less than the quality generally provided in the voluntary
market, for the achievement of the foregoing public purposes. Because it
is essential for this government entity to have the maximum financial
resources to pay claims following a catastrophic hurricane, it is the
intent of the Legislature that the corporation continue to be an integral
part of the state and that the income of the corporation be exempt from
federal income taxation and that interest on the debt obligations issued
by the corporation be exempt from federal income taxation.

2. The Residential Property and Casualty Joint Underwriting As-
sociation originally created by this statute shall be known as the Citi-
zens Property Insurance Corporation. The corporation shall provide
insurance for residential and commercial property, for applicants who
are entitled, but, in good faith, are unable to procure insurance through
the voluntary market. The corporation shall operate pursuant to a plan
of operation approved by order of the Financial Services Commission.
The plan is subject to continuous review by the commission. The com-
mission may, by order, withdraw approval of all or part of a plan if the
commission determines that conditions have changed since approval
was granted and that the purposes of the plan require changes in the
plan. For the purposes of this subsection, residential coverage includes
both personal lines residential coverage, which consists of the type of
coverage provided by homeowner, mobile home owner, dwelling, tenant,
condominium unit owner, and similar policies; and commercial lines
residential coverage, which consists of the type of coverage provided by
condominium association, apartment building, and similar policies.

3. With respect to coverage for personal lines residential structures:

& Effective January 1, 2017, a structure that has a dwelling re-
placement cost of $700,000 or more, or a single condominium unit that
has a combined dwelling and contents replacement cost of $700,000 or
more, is not ehgjble for coverage by the corporatlon Sueh—dwel-hﬂ-gs

b. The requlrements of sub-subparagraph a.
é- do not apply in counties where the office determines there is not a
reasonable degree of competition. In such counties a personal lines re-
sidential structure that has a dwelling replacement cost of less than $1
million, or a single condominium unit that has a combined dwelling and
contents replacement cost of less than $1 million, is eligible for coverage
by the corporation.

4. Tt is the intent of the Legislature that policyholders, applicants,
and agents of the corporation receive service and treatment of the
highest possible level but never less than that generally provided in the
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voluntary market. It is also intended that the corporation be held to
service standards no less than those applied to insurers in the voluntary
market by the office with respect to responsiveness, timeliness, custo-
mer courtesy, and overall dealings with policyholders, applicants, or
agents of the corporation.

5.a. Effective January 1, 2009, a personal lines residential structure
that is located in the “wind-borne debris region,” as defined in s. 1609.2,
International Building Code (2006), and that has an insured value on
the structure of $750,000 or more is not eligible for coverage by the
corporation unless the structure has opening protections as required
under the Florida Building Code for a newly constructed residential
structure in that area. A residential structure is deemed to comply with
this sub-subparagraph if it has shutters or opening protections on all
openings and if such opening protections complied with the Florida
Building Code at the time they were installed.

b. Any major structure, as defined in s. 161.54(6)(a), that is newly
constructed, or rebuilt, repaired, restored, or remodeled to increase the
total square footage of finished area by more than 25 percent, pursuant
to a permit applied for after July 1, 2015, is not eligible for coverage by
the corporation if the structure is seaward of the coastal construction
control line established pursuant to s. 161.053 or is within the Coastal
Barrier Resources System as designated by 16 U.S.C. ss. 3501-3510.

6. With respect to wind-only coverage for commercial lines re-
sidential condominiums, effective July 1, 2014, a condominium shall be
deemed ineligible for coverage if 50 percent or more of the units are
rented more than eight times in a calendar year for a rental agreement
period of less than 30 days.

(b)1. All insurers authorized to write one or more subject lines of
business in this state are subject to assessment by the corporation and,
for the purposes of this subsection, are referred to collectively as “as-
sessable insurers.” Insurers writing one or more subject lines of busi-
ness in this state pursuant to part VIII of chapter 626 are not assessable
insurers; however, insureds who procure one or more subject lines of
business in this state pursuant to part VIII of chapter 626 are subject to
assessment by the corporation and are referred to collectively as “as-
sessable insureds.” An insurer’s assessment liability begins on the first
day of the calendar year following the year in which the insurer was
issued a certificate of authority to transact insurance for subject lines of
business in this state and terminates 1 year after the end of the first
calendar year during which the insurer no longer holds a certificate of
authority to transact insurance for subject lines of business in this
state.

2.8z All revenues, assets, liabilities, losses, and expenses of the
corporation shall be maintained in the Citizens account. The Citizens

account may provide divided-into-threeseparate-aceounts—asfollows:

a.b A-persenallines—aeeountfor Personal residential policies that
provide ms&ed—by—t—he—ee%pef&&eﬁ—wh&eh—pfewdes—comprehenswe mul-
tiperil coverage on risks that are not located in areas eligible for cov-
erage by the Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association as those
areas were defined on January 1, 2002, and for policies that do not
provide coverage for the peril of wind on risks that are located in such
areas;

b.db A-—ecommereial Hines—aceount—for Commercial residential and
commercial nonresidential policies that provide issued-bythe-corpora-
&eﬂ—whleh—pfeﬂdes coverage for basic property perils on risks that are
not located in areas eligible for coverage by the Florida Windstorm
Underwriting Association as those areas were defined on January 1,
2002, and for policies that do not provide coverage for the peril of wind
on risks that are located in such areas; and

c.HD A-eoastal-aceountfor Personal residential policies and com-
mercial residential and commerc1al nonre51dent1al property policies
that provide i coverage for the
peril of wind on risks that are located in areas eligible for coverage by
the Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association as those areas were
defined on January 1, 2002. The corporation may offer policies that
provide multiperil coverage and shall offer policies that provide cover-
age only for the peril of wind for risks located in areas eligible for cov-
erage by the Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association, as those
areas were defined on January 1, 2002 in-the-eoastal-account. Effeetive

July1,2014; The corporation may not offer shall-ecease—offering new
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commercial residential policies providing multiperil coverage but and
shall instead—continue to offer commercial residential wind-only po-
licies, and may offer commercial residential policies excluding wind.
However, the corporation may;-hewever; continue to renew a commer-
cial residential multiperil policy on a building that was s insured by the
corporation on June 30, 2014, under a multiperil policy. In issuing
multiperil coverage under this sub-subparagraph, the corporation may
use its approved policy forms and rates for risks located in areas not
eligible for coverage by the Florida Windstorm Underwriting Associa-
tion, as those areas were defined on January 1, 2002, and for policies
that do not provide coverage for the peril of wind on risks that are located
in such areas the-persenallines-aeeeunt. An applicant or insured who is
eligible to purchase a multiperil policy from the corporation may pur-
chase a multiperil policy from an authorized insurer without prejudice
to the applicant’s or insured’s eligibility to prospectively purchase a
policy that provides coverage only for the peril of wind from the cor-
poration. An applicant or insured who is eligible for a corporation policy
that provides coverage only for the peril of wind may elect to purchase
or retain such policy and also purchase or retain coverage excluding
wind from an authorized insurer without prejudice to the applicant’s or
insured’s eligibility to prospectively purchase a policy that provides
multiperil coverage from the corporation. The following policies, which
provide coverage only for the peril of wind, must also include quota share
primary insurance under subparagraph (c)2.:

(I) Personal residential policies and commercial residential and
commercial nonresidential property policies that provide coverage for the
peril of wind on risks that are located in areas eligible for coverage by the
Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association, as those areas were de-
fined on January 1, 2002;

(II) Policies that provide multiperil coverage, if offered by the cor-
poration, and policies that provide coverage only for the peril of wind for
risks located in areas eligible for coverage by the Florida Windstorm
Underwriting Association, as those areas were defined on January 1,
2002;

(I1I) Commercial residential wind-only policies;

(IV) Commercial residential policies excluding wind, if offered by the
corporation; and

(V) Commercial residential multiperil policies on a building that
was insured by the corporation on June 30, 2014 H-isthe-geal-of-the

The area eligible for coverage with the corporation under this sub-sub-
paragraph wader-the-eoastal-aceount-alse includes the area within Port
Canaveral, which is bordered on the south by the City of Cape Ca-
naveral, bordered on the west by the Banana River, and bordered on the
north by Federal Government property.

3. With respect to a deficit in the Citizens account:

a. Upon a determination by the board of governors that the Citizens
account has a projected deficit, the board shall levy a Citizens policy-
holder surcharge against all policyholders of the corporation.

(I) The surcharge shall be levied as a uniform percentage of the
premium for the policy of up to 15 percent of such premium, which funds
shall be used to offset the deficit.

(II) The surcharge is payable upon cancellation or termination of the
policy, upon renewal of the policy, or upon issuance of a new policy by the
corporation within the first 12 months after the date of the levy or the
period of time necessary to fully collect the surcharge amount.
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(III) The surcharge is not considered premium and is not subject to

commissions, fees, or premium taxes. However, failure to pay the sur-
charge shall be treated as failure to pay premium.
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b.d: After accounting for the Citizens policyholder surcharge im-
posed under sub-subparagraph a. 3, the remaining prOJected deficits in
the Citizens persenallines account a:
in a particular calendar year shall be recovered through emergency
assessments under sub-subparagraph c. e:

c.e: Upon a determination by the board of governors that a projected
deficit in the Citizens an account exceeds the amount that is expected to

be recovered through surcharges regul—&r—&ssessmeﬂts—&nder—su-b—sub—

the board after verlﬁcatlon by
the office, shall levy emergency assessments for as many years as ne-
cessary to cover the deficits, to be collected by assessable insurers and
the corporation and collected from assessable insureds upon issuance or
renewal of policies for subject lines of business, excluding National
Flood Insurance Program policies. The amount collected in a particular
year must be a uniform percentage of that year’s direct written pre-
mium for subject lines of business and the Citizens account all-aceounts
of the-eorperation, excluding National Flood Insurance Program policy
premiums, as annually determined by the board and verified by the
office. The office shall verify the arithmetic calculations involved in the
board’s determination within 30 days after receipt of the information on
which the determination was based. The office shall notify assessable
insurers and the Florida Surplus Lines Service Office of the date on
which assessable insurers shall begin to collect and assessable insureds
shall begin to pay such assessment. The date must be at least 90 days
after the date the corporation levies emergency assessments pursuant
to this sub-subparagraph. Notwithstanding any other previsien—eof law,
the corporation and each assessable insurer that writes subject lines of
business shall collect emergency assessments from its policyholders
without such obligation being affected by any credit, limitation, ex-
emption, or deferment. Emergency assessments levied by the corpora-
tion on assessable insureds shall be collected by the surplus lines agent
at the time the surplus lines agent collects the surplus lines tax re-
quired by s. 626.932 and paid to the Florida Surplus Lines Service Of-
fice at the time the surplus lines agent pays the surplus lines tax to that
office. The emergency assessments collected shall be transferred di-
rectly to the corporation on a periodic basis as determined by the cor-
poration and held by the corporation solely in the Citizens apphieable
account. The aggregate amount of emergency assessments levied for ¢the
Citizens an account in any calendar year may be less than but may not
exceed the greater of 10 percent of the amount needed to cover the
deficit, plus interest, fees, commissions, required reserves, and other
costs associated with financing the original deficit, or 10 percent of the
aggregate statewide direct written premium for subject lines of business
and the Citizens account eH-aeeeunts of the corporation for the prior
year, plus interest, fees, commissions, required reserves, and other costs
associated with financing the deficit.

d.£ The corporation may pledge the proceeds of assessments, pro-
jected recoveries from the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund, other
insurance and reinsurance recoverables, policyholder surcharges and
other surcharges, and other funds available to the corporation as the
source of revenue for and to secure bonds issued under paragraph (q),
bonds or other indebtedness issued under subparagraph (c)3., or lines of
credit or other financing mechanisms issued or created under this
subsection, or to retire any other debt incurred as a result of deficits or
events giving rise to deficits, or in any other way that the board de-
termines will efficiently recover such deficits. The purpose of the lines of
credit or other financing mechanisms is to provide additional resources
to assist the corporation in covering claims and expenses attributable to
a catastrophe. As used in this subsection, the term “assessments” in-
cludes emergency regular assessments under sub-subparagraph c. a—ex
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paragraph c. e: are not part of an insurer’s rates, are not premium, and
are not subject to premium tax, fees, or commissions; however, failure to
pay the emergency assessment shall be treated as failure to pay pre-
mium. The emergency assessments shall continue as long as any bonds
issued or other indebtedness incurred with respect to a deficit for which
the assessment was imposed remain outstanding, unless adequate
provision has been made for the payment of such bonds or other in-
debtedness pursuant to the documents governing such bonds or in-
debtedness.

e.gx As used in this subsection and for purposes of any deficit in-
curred on or after January 25, 2007, the term “subject lines of business”
means insurance written by assessable insurers or procured by asses-
sable insureds for all property and casualty lines of business in this
state, but not including workers’ compensation or medical malpractice.
As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term “property and casualty lines
of business” includes all lines of business identified on Form 2, Exhibit
of Premiums and Losses, in the annual statement required of author-
ized insurers under s. 624.424 and any rule adopted under this section,
except for those lines identified as accident and health insurance and
except for policies written under the National Flood Insurance Program
or the Federal Crop Insurance Program. For purposes of this sub-sub-
paragraph, the term “workers’ compensation” includes both workers’
compensation insurance and excess workers’ compensation insurance.

fhB: The Florida Surplus Lines Service Office shall annually de-
termine annually the aggregate statewide written premium in subject
lines of business procured by assessable insureds and report that in-
formation to the corporation in a form and at a time the corporation
specifies to ensure that the corporation can meet the requirements of
this subsection and the corporation’s financing obligations.

g.+= The Florida Surplus Lines Service Office shall verify the proper
application by surplus lines agents of assessment percentages for reg-
wlar-assessments—and emergency assessments levied under this sub-
paragraph on assessable insureds and assist the corporation in ensur-
ing the accurate, timely collection and payment of assessments by
surplus lines agents as required by the corporation.

h.Xk If the amount of any assessments or surcharges collected from
corporation policyholders, assessable insurers or their policyholders, or
assessable insureds exceeds the amount of the deficits, such excess
amounts shall be remitted to and retained by the corporation in a re-
serve to be used by the corporation, as determined by the board of
governors and approved by the office, to pay claims or reduce any past,
present, or future plan-year deficits or to reduce outstanding debt.
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(¢) The corporation’s plan of operation:

1. Must provide for adoption of residential property and casualty
insurance policy forms and commercial residential and nonresidential
property insurance forms, which must be approved by the office before
use. The corporation shall adopt the following policy forms:

a. Standard personal lines policy forms that are comprehensive
multiperil policies providing full coverage of a residential property
equivalent to the coverage provided in the private insurance market
under an HO-3, HO-4, or HO-6 policy.

b. Basic personal lines policy forms that are policies similar to an
HO-8 policy or a dwelling fire policy that provide coverage meeting the
requirements of the secondary mortgage market, but which is more
limited than the coverage under a standard policy.

c. Commercial lines residential and nonresidential policy forms that
are generally similar to the basic perils of full coverage obtainable for
commercial residential structures and commercial nonresidential
structures in the admitted voluntary market.

d. Personal lines and commercial lines residential property in-
surance forms that cover the peril of wind only. The forms are applicable
only to residential properties located in areas eligible for coverage by
the Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association, as those areas were
defined on January 1, 2002.

e. Commercial lines nonresidential property insurance forms that
cover the peril of wind only. The forms are applicable only to non-
residential properties located in areas eligible for coverage by the
Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association, as those areas were de-
fined on January 1, 2002.

f. The corporation may adopt variations of the policy forms listed in
sub-subparagraphs a.-e. which contain more restrictive coverage.

g. The corporation shall offer a basic personal lines policy similar to
an HO-8 policy with dwelling repair based on common construction
materials and methods.

2. Must provide that the corporation adopt a program in which the
corporation and authorized insurers enter into quota share primary
insurance agreements for hurricane coverage, as defined in s.
627.4025(2)(a), for eligible risks, and adopt property insurance forms for
eligible risks which cover the peril of wind only.

a. As used in this subsection, the term:

(I) “Approved surplus lines insurer” means an eligible surplus lines
insurer that:
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(A) Has a financial strength rating of “A-” or higher from A.M. Best
Company;

(B) Has a personal lines residential risk program that is managed by
a Florida resident surplus lines broker;

(C) Applies to the office to participate in the take-out process to offer
coverage to applicants for new coverage from the corporation or current
policyholders of the corporation through a take-out plan approved by the
office;

(D) Files rates for review as part of a take-out plan with the office.
The office shall review whether the premium is more than 20 percent
greater than the premium for comparable coverage from the corporation;
and

(E) Provides data to the office related to coverage and rates in a
format promulgated by the commission.

(III) “Primary residence” means the dwelling that is the policy-
holder’s primary home or is a rental property that is the primary home of
the tenant, and which the policyholder or tenant occupies for more than 9
months of each year.

(IV)dH “Quota share primary insurance” means an arrangement in
which the primary hurricane coverage of an eligible risk is provided in
specified percentages by the corporation and an authorized insurer. The
corporation and authorized insurer are each solely responsible for a
specified percentage of hurricane coverage of an eligible risk as set forth
in a quota share primary insurance agreement between the corporation
and an authorized insurer and the insurance contract. The responsi-
bility of the corporation or authorized insurer to pay its specified per-
centage of hurricane losses of an eligible risk, as set forth in the
agreement, may not be altered by the inability of the other party to pay
its specified percentage of losses. Eligible risks that are provided hur-
ricane coverage through a quota share primary insurance arrangement
must be provided policy forms that set forth the obligations of the cor-
poration and authorized insurer under the arrangement, clearly specify
the percentages of quota share primary insurance provided by the cor-
poration and authorized insurer, and conspicuously and clearly state
that the authorized insurer and the corporation may not be held re-
sponsible beyond their specified percentage of coverage of hurricane
losses.

(II) “Eligible risks” means personal lines residential and commercial
lines residential risks that meet the underwriting criteria of the cor-
poration and are located in areas that were eligible for coverage by the
Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association on January 1, 2002.

b. The corporation may enter into quota share primary insurance
agreements with authorized insurers at corporation coverage levels of
90 percent and 50 percent.

c. If the corporation determines that additional coverage levels are
necessary to maximize participation in quota share primary insurance
agreements by authorized insurers, the corporation may establish ad-
ditional coverage levels. However, the corporation’s quota share pri-
mary insurance coverage level may not exceed 90 percent.

d. Any quota share primary insurance agreement entered into be-
tween an authorized insurer and the corporation must provide for a
uniform specified percentage of coverage of hurricane losses, by county
or territory as set forth by the corporation board, for all eligible risks of
the authorized insurer covered under the agreement.

e. Any quota share primary insurance agreement entered into be-
tween an authorized insurer and the corporation is subject to review
and approval by the office. However, such agreement shall be author-
ized only as to insurance contracts entered into between an authorized
insurer and an insured who is already insured by the corporation for
wind coverage.

f. For all eligible risks covered under quota share primary insurance
agreements, the exposure and coverage levels for both the corporation
and authorized insurers shall be reported by the corporation to the
Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund. For all policies of eligible risks
covered under such agreements, the corporation and the authorized
insurer must maintain complete and accurate records for the purpose of
exposure and loss reimbursement audits as required by fund rules. The
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corporation and the authorized insurer shall each maintain duplicate
copies of policy declaration pages and supporting claims documents.

g. The corporation board shall establish in its plan of operation
standards for quota share agreements which ensure that there is no
discriminatory application among insurers as to the terms of the
agreements, pricing of the agreements, incentive provisions if any, and
consideration paid for servicing policies or adjusting claims.

h. The quota share primary insurance agreement between the cor-
poration and an authorized insurer must set forth the specific terms
under which coverage is provided, including, but not limited to, the sale
and servicing of policies issued under the agreement by the insurance
agent of the authorized insurer producing the business, the reporting of
information concerning eligible risks, the payment of premium to the
corporation, and arrangements for the adjustment and payment of
hurricane claims incurred on eligible risks by the claims adjuster and
personnel of the authorized insurer. Entering into a quota sharing in-
surance agreement between the corporation and an authorized insurer
is voluntary and at the discretion of the authorized insurer.

3. May provide that the corporation may employ or otherwise con-
tract with individuals or other entities to provide administrative or
professional services that may be appropriate to effectuate the plan.
The corporation may borrow funds by issuing bonds or by incurring
other indebtedness, and shall have other powers reasonably necessary
to effectuate the requirements of this subsection, including, without
limitation, the power to issue bonds and incur other indebtedness in
order to refinance outstanding bonds or other indebtedness. The cor-
poration may seek judicial validation of its bonds or other indebtedness
under chapter 75. The corporation may issue bonds or incur other in-
debtedness, or have bonds issued on its behalf by a unit of local gov-
ernment pursuant to subparagraph (q)2. in the absence of a hurricane
or other weather-related event, upon a determination by the corpora-
tion, subject to approval by the office, that such action would enable it to
efficiently meet the financial obligations of the corporation and that
such financings are reasonably necessary to effectuate the requirements
of this subsection. The corporation may take all actions needed to fa-
cilitate tax-free status for such bonds or indebtedness, including for-
mation of trusts or other affiliated entities. The corporation may pledge
assessments, projected recoveries from the Florida Hurricane Cata-
strophe Fund, other reinsurance recoverables, policyholder surcharges
and other surcharges, and other funds available to the corporation as
security for bonds or other indebtedness. In recognition of s. 10, Art. I of
the State Constitution, prohibiting the impairment of obligations of
contracts, it is the intent of the Legislature that no action be taken
whose purpose is to impair any bond indenture or financing agreement
or any revenue source committed by contract to such bond or other
indebtedness.

4. Must require that the corporation operate subject to the super-
vision and approval of a board of governors consisting of nine individ-
uals who are residents of this state and who are from different geo-
graphical areas of the state, one of whom is appointed by the Governor
and serves solely to advocate on behalf of the consumer. The appoint-
ment of a consumer representative by the Governor is deemed to be
within the scope of the exemption provided in s. 112.313(7)(b) and is in
addition to the appointments authorized under sub-subparagraph a.

a. The Governor, the Chief Financial Officer, the President of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each
appoint two members of the board. At least one of the two members
appointed by each appointing officer must have demonstrated expertise
in insurance and be deemed to be within the scope of the exemption
provided in s. 112.313(7)(b). The Chief Financial Officer shall designate
one of the appointees as chair. All board members serve at the pleasure
of the appointing officer. All members of the board are subject to re-
moval at will by the officers who appointed them. All board members,
including the chair, must be appointed to serve for 3-year terms be-
ginning annually on a date designated by the plan. However, for the
first term beginning on or after July 1, 2009, each appointing officer
shall appoint one member of the board for a 2-year term and one
member for a 3-year term. A board vacancy shall be filled for the un-
expired term by the appointing officer. The Chief Financial Officer shall
appoint a technical advisory group to provide information and advice to
the board in connection with the board’s duties under this subsection.
The executive director and senior managers of the corporation shall be
engaged by the board and serve at the pleasure of the board. Any ex-
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ecutive director appointed on or after July 1, 2006, is subject to con-
firmation by the Senate. The executive director is responsible for em-
ploying other staff as the corporation may require, subject to review and
concurrence by the board.

b. The board shall create a Market Accountability Advisory Com-
mittee to assist the corporation in developing awareness of its rates and
its customer and agent service levels in relationship to the voluntary
market insurers writing similar coverage.

(I) The members of the advisory committee consist of the following
11 persons, one of whom must be elected chair by the members of the
committee: four representatives, one appointed by the Florida Asso-
ciation of Insurance Agents, one by the Florida Association of Insurance
and Financial Advisors, one by the Professional Insurance Agents of
Florida, and one by the Latin American Association of Insurance
Agencies; three representatives appointed by the insurers with the
three highest voluntary market share of residential property insurance
business in the state; one representative from the Office of Insurance
Regulation; one consumer appointed by the board who is insured by the
corporation at the time of appointment to the committee; one repre-
sentative appointed by the Florida Association of Realtors; and one
representative appointed by the Florida Bankers Association. All
members shall be appointed to 3-year terms and may serve for con-
secutive terms.

(II) The committee shall report to the corporation at each board
meeting on insurance market issues which may include rates and rate
competition with the voluntary market; service, including policy issu-
ance, claims processing, and general responsiveness to policyholders,
applicants, and agents; and matters relating to depopulation.

5. Must provide a procedure for determining the eligibility of a risk
for coverage, as follows:

a. Subject to s. 627.3517, with respect to personal lines residential
risks that are primary residences, if the risk is offered coverage from an
authorized insurer at the insurer’s approved rate under a standard
policy including wind coverage or, if consistent with the insurer’s un-
derwriting rules as filed with the office, a basic policy including wind
coverage, for a new application to the corporation for coverage, the risk
is not eligible for any policy issued by the corporation unless the pre-
mium for coverage from the authorized insurer is more than 20 percent
greater than the premium for comparable coverage from the corpora-
tion. Whenever an offer of coverage for a personal lines residential risk
that is a primary residence is received for a policyholder of the cor-
poration at renewal from an authorized insurer, if the offer is equal to or
less than the corporation’s renewal premium for comparable coverage,
the risk is not eligible for coverage with the corporation for policies that
renew before April 1, 2023; for policies that renew on or after that date,
the risk is not eligible for coverage with the corporation unless the
premium for coverage from the authorized insurer is more than 20
percent greater than the corporation’s renewal premium for comparable
coverage. If the risk is not able to obtain such offer, the risk is eligible
for a standard policy including wind coverage or a basic policy including
wind coverage issued by the corporation; however, if the risk could not
be insured under a standard policy including wind coverage regardless
of market conditions, the risk is eligible for a basic policy including wind
coverage unless rejected under subparagraph 8. The corporation shall
determine the type of policy to be provided on the basis of objective
standards specified in the underwriting manual and based on generally
accepted underwriting practices. A policyholder removed from the cor-
poration through an assumption agreement does not remain eligible for
coverage from the corporation after the end of the policy term. However,
any policy removed from the corporation through an assumption
agreement remains on the corporation’s policy forms through the end of
the policy term. This sub-subparagraph applies only to risks that are
primary residences.

(I) If the risk accepts an offer of coverage through the market as-
sistance plan or through a mechanism established by the corporation
other than a plan established by s. 627.3518, before a policy is issued to
the risk by the corpor