Florida Senate Democratic Caucus Newsletter

Seventh Week of 2023 Session: 4/17/23-4/21/23

Dishey vs. DeSantis...Again?

The Governor won't let Disney quit. After the House of Mouse pulled a
fast one to decrease the power of the Governor's hew Dishey board,
he promised retaliation - even suggesting building a prison near the
tourist attraction.

Once again, the Legislature is on the hook to carry out his attacks.
We've had two special sessions and now legislation trickling in for the
DeSantis vs. Disney war - when will it end?

State Senator Tina Polsky €&
@TinaPolsky

We received a 1% hike in property insurance today, on top of already
crazy premiums. FTL is underwater and when @GovRonDeSantis isn’t
traipsing around the country running for prez, he’s fighting a personal
vendetta against Disney. Strap on your white boots and do your job!
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So-called 'Don't Say Gay' rules
expanded through 12th grade in
Florida

Shevrin “Shev” Jones 3 @

It was never about protecti

Until ALL Floridians are FREE, no Floridian is freel



https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/called-dont-gay-rules-expanded-12th-grade-florida/story?id=98691183
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/called-dont-gay-rules-expanded-12th-grade-florida/story?id=98691183
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/3/?Tab=BillHistory

Higher Education

Despite amendments, SB 266 still interferes with academic freedom.

- SENATOR SHEVRIN JONIES
Watch Shevrin Jones' debate on SB 266 here.

Secret Governor Flights

The Florida Senate passed SB 1616 - a public records exemption that will essentially
shield all information related to “security and transportation services” for the Governor.
Senator Jason Pizzo questioned the bill sponsor about potential impropriety:
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State Senator Jason Pizzo
(D) District 37, Hollywood

State Senator Jonathan Ma
 (R) District 33, Fort Myers

“If it's for political
purposes or for personal
purposes - then it's
exempt. If it's for official
purposes, then we get to
know who is involved -
as long as it doesn't
relate to something..that
could be used for
nefarious purposes.”

"Doesn't the public
have the right to know if
he (the Governor)
hitched arideon a
billionaire’s jet who has
business before the
Legislature?”
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State Senator Jonathan' Mar
(R) District 33, Fort Myers

State Senator Jason Pizzo
(D) District 37, Hollywood

"Tell me...we're not
protecting and
covering up the free
flights, the favors of
donors to the Governor
with this bill."

"That's not the reason
for this bill."

SUNSHINE STATE FOR A REASON..THERE ARE A LOT
WHO LIKE TO BRAG ABOUT THE FACT THAT THEY

ET TO THE GOVERNOR..

ATIONAL PURPOSE FOR WITHHOLDING WHO IS

GIFTING AND WHO IS GRIFTING."
SENATOR JASON PIZ20


https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1616
https://www.instagram.com/p/CrRyihBNizq/
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/266

DEMOCRATIC BILLS ON THE MOVE

permanentitax exemptionfor,diapers ~:;md
incontinence productsisahig‘hlig‘ht of
the'Florida’Senate 'swtaxpa Ckage!
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In recent years, abandoned and forgotten African-
American cemeteries have been rediscovered, putting a
spotlight on Florida's sordid history of racism and erasure.
Senator Powell's SB 430 would create a Historic
Cemeteries Program within the Division of Historical
Resources - it passed the Senate Appropriations
Committee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic
Development unanimously.

On Its Way to the Governor

Representative Hillary Cassel and Senator Lori
Berman pose with a photo of Greyson Kessler,
a young boy who was killed by his father
while his mother fought for custody.

He was the namesake for SB 130.

Passed the full Senate

Here's a glance at other bills filed by Senate Democrats heard in committee during Week 7:

SB 4 - Relief of Maria Garcia by Pinellas School Board - Senator Rouson

X . . . ; . L X SB 1046 & 1048 - Victims of Reform School Abuse - Senator Rouson
Claims bill providing relief for Maria Garcia for $2.8 million. Garcia was struck aes for forme

Provides a process for former students of reform schools who were abused to be

by a Pinellas school bus in 2018 while walking a crosswalk. certified as victims, provides a public records exemption
SB 8 - Relief of Leonard Cure/State of Florida - Senator Jones $B 1292 - Parenting Plans - Senator Jones
Claimant payment by Leonard Cure for $817,000 for being wrongfully Creates a rebuttable presumption that equal time-sharing with minor children is in the

incarcerated for 16 years. best interests of the child.

SB 1352 - Medicaid Enrollees with Sickle Cell Disease - Senator Rouson
SB12 - Relief of Ricardo Medrano-Arzate and Eva Chavez, as personal Requires the Agency for Health Care Administration to review if Medicaid enrollees with
representatives of Hilda Medrano/Okeechobee County Sheriff's Office Sickle Cell Disease are properly covered to meet their needs
Claims bill providing relief for Ricardo Medrano-Arzate and Eva Chavez for
$1.2 million. Medrano-Arzate and Chavez's daughter was struck and killed b
a sheriff deputy's patrol car in 2013.

SB 1408 - Sickle Cell Program - Senator Davis
Xequires the Department of Health to establish a grant program to prevent, care for, and
treat sickle cell disease


https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/130
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/265
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/829
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/430/?Tab=VoteHistory
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1002
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/4/Analyses/2023s00004.ju.PDF
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00008
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1046
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1048
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1048
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/01292
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1352
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1408
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/fl-ne-greyson-kessler-memorial-murder-suicide-plantation-20220522-ckuhsjnciraprehe6vmspvgci4-story.html

SB 174 -Protection of Specified Personnel - Senator Polsky SB 1440 - Court Proceedings - Senator Book
Protects justices, judicial assistants, family members, and law enforcement Authorizes A/V technology for dependency & delinquency proceedings
from threats.

SB 1510 - Visiting County and Municipal Detention Facilities - Senator Pizzo
Extends current law allowing visitation at correctional facilities to apply to county and municipal

SB 528 - Gain-time for Attempted Sexual Offenses - Senator Davis ) -
detention facilities

Among other things, eliminates the possibility of gain-time for those

convicted of sexual battery. SB 1538 - Implementation of the Recommendations of the Blue-Green Algae Task Force -

Senator Stewart
Requires the Department of Environmental Protection to monitor and reassess their projects

SB 858 - Benefits, Training, and Employment for Veterans and their

Spouses - Senator Torres

Establishes the Military Corpsmen and Medics of Florida Program to assist SB 1564 - Year-round School Pilot Program - Senator Stewart

veterans and their spouses Directs the Department of Education to conduct a pilot program relating to the cost and benefits
of Year-round School

SB 902 & 904 - Safety Standards for Amusement Rides - Senator Thompson X . o
Named the "Tyre Sampson Act’, requiring inspections on new rides and S A= D EH SIS = SRy WG R

Aoq b : . Clarifies and streamlines provisions related to the Department of Children and Families Florida
requiring additional reports and safety precautions for amusement rides Children's Initiatives

SB 996 - Driver License, Identification Card, and Motor Vehicle Registration SB1606 - Florida Museum of Black History - Senator Powell

Applications - Senator Berman Creates a Florida Museum of Black History Task Force and requiring the Division of Historical

Requires the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to include on Resources to oversee the construction of a Florida Museum of Black History

the application and renewal forms of a motor vehicle registration, driver

license, and identification card an option to make a voluntary contribution of ~ SB1646 - Commercial Service Airport Transparency and Accountability - Senator Davis

$1to Best Buddies International. Revises legislation enacted in 2020 relating to commercial service airport
transparency and accountability

,ﬂ[ v Congrats, Miles!
avils e | : Miles Dq.ws, Chief of Staff for
' ! Senator Shevrin Jones, was honored as a
iy Rising Star in Florida Politics Spring 2023
edition of INFLUENCE Magazine!

S Check out Miles’ feature on
Sl page 80 of INFLUENCE Magazine!
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https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00492
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00528
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00996/?Tab=Analyses
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00996/?Tab=Analyses
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/01440
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/01440
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1538
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1564
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1578
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1606
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1646

