Florida Senate Democratic Caucus Newsletter

Sixth Week of 2023 Session: 4/10/23-4/14/23

The Governor signed the 6-week abortion ban hours
after the Florida House passed it.

DeSantis signs Florida GOP’s 6-week abortion ban into law

By ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE A
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Anti-LGBTQ Legislation

This session we've seen several bills targeting the LGBTQ community - last week SB 1320, the Don't
Say Gay expansion law passed its final committee and SB 1438, which targets drag shows and pride
festivals, was approved by the Senate. The most telling comment came from a House member, who

called trans people "mutants, demons & imps". Democratic Senators condemned the comments:

"WHEN WE PICK UP THESE MICROPHONES,
WE HAVE TO BE CAREFUL HOW WE USE
OUR FAITH AND HOW WE USE OUR
PLATFORM.THAT WHAT HAPPENED
YESTERDAY IS DANGEROUS, THAT WHAT
HAPPENED YESTERDAY SHOULD NOT
HAPPEN IN A BEDY OF LEADERS WHO SIT

AND WALK IN
REPRESEN

IDE THIS CHAMBER WHO
22 MILLION PEOPLE."

SENATOR SHEVRIN JONES

Senator Victor Torres speaking to WESH News
about the House member's comments
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SENATOR VICTOR TORRES

Higher Education

SB 266 is a higher education overhaul pushed by Governor DeSantis.

It originally specifically targeted

in universities & colleges .

Even though the bill has changed since it's original filing, it still remains anti-academic freedom.

Attack on freedom of thought
Attack on freedom to learn

({4 We're losing our teachers becalse
We're holding them hostage.
We'relosing our students hecause
ey can't learn’ireely.
>0/ MYy question 1o my colieagues Is:
Why are we so feartul’ learning about
history - good, bad, and
dil the facts in hetween?:

denator Tracie Davis
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Attack on freedom to think
Attack on freedom to explore
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https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/266
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/266
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1320
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1438
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2023/04/10/transgender-demon-imps-barnaby-bathroom-sex/
https://www.wesh.com/article/florida-barnaby-trans-mutants-demons/43562857#:~:text=A%20Florida%20Republican%20is%20apologizing%20for%20a%20rant,comments%20during%20a%20state%20house%20committee%20hearing%20Monday.
https://www.wesh.com/article/florida-barnaby-trans-mutants-demons/43562857#:~:text=A%20Florida%20Republican%20is%20apologizing%20for%20a%20rant,comments%20during%20a%20state%20house%20committee%20hearing%20Monday.
https://twitter.com/FLSenateDems/status/1645924693852192768

Catastrophic Flooding in Fort Lauderdale

Donate and volunteer here

Our thoughts are with the Fort Lauderdale community as they
recover from this sudden disaster
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TO DONATE OR REQUEST ASSISTANCE VISIT:

\Z%m BROWARDFLOODRELIEF.ORG
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We Are Requesting Donations
for Victims of the Devastating
Floods in Broward County, Fl.

Collection Dates
April 14th - April 21st

ITEMS NEEDED

Heavy-duty trash bags
Buckets
Bleach, household cleaners

Mops, sponges,
washcloths, gloves

Tarps
Bottled water
Mattresses, pilrows

Toiletries, hygienic

items : DONATIONS COLLECTED AT:

Rep. Hillary Cassel Sen. Shevrin Jones, Miami Gardens Equality Florida - Broward
MON-FRI | 9am-5pm MON-THURS |9am-Spm, FRI|9am-1pm M-F | am-5pm

3475 Sheridan St., Suite 203 606 NW 183rd Street 2:?0? ME 7th Ave
Hollywood, Fl 33021 Miami Gardens, FL 3305 Wilton Manors, FL 33169

FOR WEEKEND DROP-OFFS OR QUESTIONS CALL KEVIN AT 305-890-7790 OR VANESSA AT 305-985-9141


https://twitter.com/senpizzo/status/1646963401342570506
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/weather-news/article274275470.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdcC4pm5TVHtSiS3aD8l8HlJyiGVpcMIz3TAz0FvZDduZMBw/viewform

DEMOCRATIC BILLS ON THE MOVE

Senator Shevrin Jones' bill SB196 would
require school districts inform students and
parents of career and academic planning

options and work-based learning
opportunities and pathways.

A FOCUS ON SICKLE CELL DISEASE

Sickle cell disease is an inherited blood disorder that
primarily affects the African-American community.
Senator Rouson and Senator Davis have legislation

to better treat, track and educate the community
about sickle cell disease.

It passed the full Senate unanimously!

SB 1352, sponsored by Senator Rouson
requires a review of Medicaid enrollees with
sickle cell disease, to determine whether
available covered medications, treatment
and services meet the needs of those with

SB 1408, sponsored by Senator Davis
establishes a grant program for prevention,
care, and treatment of sickle cell disease and
for community-based educational programs

the disease. |

Here's a glance at other bills filed by Senate Democrats heard in committee during Week 6:

SB 8 - Relief of Leonard Cure/State of Florida - Senator Jones
Claimant payment by Leonard Cure for $817,000 for being
wrongfully incarcerated for 16 years.

SB 528 - Custody and Supervision of Specified Offenders -
Senator Davis

Among other things, eliminates the possibility of basic gain-time
and incentive gain-time for persons convicted of committing or
attempting, soliciting, or conspiring to commit a sexual battery on
or after July 1,2023.

SB 836 - Theft from Nonprofit Organizations - Senator Powell
Reclassifies the crime of theft, whenever a person is charged with
committing theft from an organization that person knows or has
reason to believe is qualified as charitable

SB 678 - Disposal of Property - Senator Powell

Allows the Florida Department of Transportation to convey land not
needed for transportation facilities to other governmental entities
without consideration for affordable housing purposes.

SB 938 - Operation and Administration of the Baker Act - Senator Davis
Requires the Department of Children & Families to update and publish a
Baker Act handbook annually and post to the agency's website.

SB 996 - Driver License, Identification Card, and Motor Vehicle Registration
Applications - Senator Berman

Requires the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to include on
the application and renewal forms of a motor vehicle registration, driver
license, and identification card an option to make a voluntary contribution of
$1 to Best Buddies International.

SB 1002 - Motor Vehicle Glass - Senator Stewart

Prohibits motor vehicle repair shops from offering anything of value to a
customer in exchange for making an insurance claim for motor vehicle glass
replacement or repair.

SB 1005 - High School Equivalency Diplomas - Senator Torres
Prohibits a school district from requiring certain students take a course before
taking the high school equivalency exam in certain circumstances.

SB 1012 - Certified Peer Specialist Gateway Pilot Program - Senator Rouson
Creates the Certified Peer Specialist Pilot Program within the Department of
Corrections.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@FLSenateDems

FL Senate

DEAR FLORIDA.
AS DEMOCRATS AND FLORIDIA
WE CONTINUE THE FIGHT TO PROTECT YO

NS, WE'RE SICK OF THE CULTURE WAR

WHILE

' 'a' @FLSenateDems

S BEING PLAYED OUT DURING THE LEGISL

UR RIGHTS & FREEDOMS - WE HAVE Af

Democratic Caucus
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ATIVE SESSION AT YOUR EXPENSE.

AVOR TO ASK:

N HELP WITH?
AT ARE THE REAL ISSUES THAT AFFECT YOU DRILY” ANYTHING WE CA
GHARE WITH US AT HELPEDEARFLORIDADENS COE
TALK T0 YU SOON.
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https://twitter.com/FLSenateDems
https://www.instagram.com/FLSENATEDEMS/
https://www.facebook.com/FLSenateDemocraticCaucus
https://www.facebook.com/FLSenateDemocraticCaucus
https://www.facebook.com/FLSenateDemocraticCaucus
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00938/?Tab=Analyses
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00996/?Tab=Analyses
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1002
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/01004
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/01012
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00008
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00528
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/00836
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/678/?Tab=Analyses
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/196/?Tab=BillHistory
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1352
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1408

