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FEBRUARY 2021 

 

COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATE 

 

At this time, 67 Publix locations in Palm Beach County are vaccination sites. To schedule 

an appointment at a Publix location, visit publix.com/covidvaccine.   

 

You can also pre-register on myvaccine.fl.gov. It is our understanding that once the 

Health Care District clears the backlog of people who originally emailed 

"CHD50feedback", the HCD will then take appointments through the state's registration 

system. 

 

Lastly, the Biden Administration announced it will begin shipping vaccines directly to 

pharmacies, such as CVS and Walgreens.  

RACIAL JUSTICE PANEL: REGISTER AT TINY.CC/AWALPT7 

 

 

 



 

TALLAHASSEE TALK 

 

2021 Committee Week Schedule  

 As a reminder, the annual legislative session will begin on March 2, 2021. The week of February 8-12 was a 

light week focused on budget/appropriations, but at this time, all of the committees in which I sit have cancelled 

their respective meetings. In this case, for me, only one committee week remains prior to session. But know that 

the week of February 8-12 is still a committee week for other Members. 

 February 15-19, 2021 

 

2021 Committee Assignments 

As I have shared in previous newsletters, I am proud to have been appointed to the following committees for the 

2021-2022 legislative sessions: 

 Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment and General Government 

 Education 

 Ethics & Elections 

 Finance & Tax 

 Transportation 

 

Further, I am honored to be the Policy Chair for the Senate Democratic Caucus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://flsenate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acc17c67ab7029c0583dfb573&id=e9f4da9734&e=b2a0622f16
https://flsenate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acc17c67ab7029c0583dfb573&id=36ee91619d&e=b2a0622f16
https://flsenate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acc17c67ab7029c0583dfb573&id=91032f87c9&e=b2a0622f16
https://flsenate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acc17c67ab7029c0583dfb573&id=5c611151f2&e=b2a0622f16
https://flsenate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acc17c67ab7029c0583dfb573&id=3415244ccc&e=b2a0622f16


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

LEGISLATION OF CONCERN 

HB 1: Combating Public Disorder 

A misnomer in name and necessity, House Bill 1 passed its first committee last week. The governor announced the 

legislation in response to Black Lives Matter protests around the country. The bill threatens to increase penalties 

and silence the voices of peaceful protesters. It is meant to cast a chill over civil disobedience as many march for 

racial justice. Over 70 members of the public spoke, the vast majority in opposition, in a very emotional and 

dramatic hearing. The best scenario for this bill would be that which was proposed by Representative Grieco: “You 

can shred it.” 

SB 48: Educational Scholarship Programs 

This bill is a flawed attempt to move the state's current school choice programs into educational savings accounts 

to allow families to use the money for tutoring, tuition and transportation costs to/from these private schools. SB 

48 would take Florida down the continued path of unconstitutionally funding religious education with public 

taxpayer dollars. COVID has already placed unprecedented burdens on school districts, teachers, parents and 

students and we're seeing enough issues with the "COVID slide" in learning. Our focus needs to remain on 

https://flsenate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acc17c67ab7029c0583dfb573&id=eb8dd816a6&e=b2a0622f16
https://flsenate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acc17c67ab7029c0583dfb573&id=7eb8ba5d18&e=b2a0622f16
https://flsenate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acc17c67ab7029c0583dfb573&id=7eb8ba5d18&e=b2a0622f16


 

prioritizing public education when our state budget is already under enormous risk of cuts. Not only this, but no 

changes to accountability or assessment are made under these new voucher programs and existing issues, including 

a lack of teacher certification and potential misuse of state funds, demonstrate the need to halt this bill in its tracks. 

Public taxpayer dollars should not be used without proper public oversight and transparency. 

 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

  
Black history is American history. During Black History Month, and every month, we ought to celebrate the unsung 

achievements of Black Americans whose accomplishments and contributions to our country often go unnoticed. They 

have, in the words of former President Ford, contributed to every area of endeavor in our society.  

 

 

 
 

All the best, 

 

 

Lori Berman 

State Senator, District 31 

 

 


