THE FLORIDA SENATE
2026 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic
Security

CS/HB 249 — Designation of Official State Flagship
by State Affairs Committee and Rep. Gonzalez Pittman and others (SB 1656 by Senator
Burgess)

The bill redesignates the state flagship. Instead of the schooner Western Union, the bill
designates the S.S. American Victory as the official state flagship.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these
provisions take effect on July 1, 2026.

Vote: Senate 34-0; House 114-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic
Security

CS/HB 253 — Veterans Dental Care Grant Program

by Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee and Rep. Edmonds (CS/CS/SB 96 by
Appropriations Committee on Health and Human Services; Military and Veterans Affairs, Space,
and Domestic Security Committee; and Senators Sharief, Rouson, Jones, Osgood, and Bernard)

The bill expands eligibility for the Veterans Dental Care Grant Program established within the
Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs. The bill effectively requires veterans to have an income
of up to 400 percent of the federal poverty level to be eligible for the program. The department
set the current program eligibility to veterans with incomes up to 300 percent of the federal
poverty level by administrative rule.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these
provisions take effect on July 1, 2026.

Vote: Senate 34-0; House 116-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic
Security

CS/SB 7000 — OGSR/Persons Provided Public Emergency Shelter
by Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee and Military and Veterans Affairs,
Space, and Domestic Security Committee

The bill saves from repeal, by removing the scheduled repeal date, the current public records
exemption for the address and telephone number of a person provided public emergency shelter
during a storm or catastrophic event, held by an agency that provided such shelters.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these
provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 33-2; House 109-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |

CS/SB 7000 Page 1




THE FLORIDA SENATE
2026 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic
Security

CS/SB 7002 — OGSR/Department of Military Affairs/United States
Department of Defense

by Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee and Military and Veterans Affairs,
Space, and Domestic Security Committee

The bill delays the repeal date from October 2, 2026, to October 2, 2031, for the current public
records exemption relating to records held by the Department of Military Affairs which:

e Arestored in a United States Department of Defense system of records;

e Are transmitted using a Department of Defense network or communications device; or

e Pertain to the Department of Defense, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. s. 394, which addresses
military cybersecurity operations.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these
provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 32-3; House 105-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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