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SB 816 — Diabetes Research
by Senator Bradley

The bill codifies the University of Florida Diabetes Institute (institute) within the University of
Florida College of Medicine as a statewide resource for diabetes research, prevention, treatment,
and education. The institute’s purpose is to advance scientific discovery, improve prevention and
care, and promote education and outreach related to diabetes and related metabolic conditions.

The bill requires the institute to conduct research on the causes, mechanisms, and potential cures
of diabetes; develop advanced prevention, diagnostic, and treatment strategies; and provide
comprehensive, multidisciplinary clinical care for individuals living with diabetes. The institute
must also train and educate health care professionals to expand expertise in diabetes care and
research.

The bill further requires the institute to collaborate with specified groups to advance diabetes
research and care, and to engage in community-based outreach and education programs to reduce
disparities and promote healthier lifestyles.

The bill authorizes the institute to establish and administer statewide pilot programs, including
screening and prevention initiatives and technology-driven management tools. The institute must
maintain a secure repository of deidentified data to support initiatives and may share such data
with research collaborators under data-sharing agreements to support ongoing and future
scientific investigations.

The bill also authorizes the institute to convene a statewide diabetes research and care
consortium to coordinate research, share expertise, and develop innovative care models. The
consortium must be administered under the direction of the institute’s executive leadership and
may solicit funding from public, nonprofit, and private sources to expand programs, research
initiatives, and community services.

Beginning October 15, 2027, the institute must submit an annual report to the Governor and
Legislature detailing research projects and findings, clinical services provided and patient
outcomes, community outreach and prevention initiatives, and recommendations for future
initiatives.

The bill’s implementation is contingent upon appropriations provided in the General
Appropriations Act or from other available funds.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these
provisions take effect on July 1, 2026.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 114-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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CS/HB 1115 — Grants for Genetic Counseling Education
by Careers & Workforce Subcommittee and Rep. Anderson and others (CS/SB 1376 by
Education Postsecondary Committee and Senators Burgess, Sharief, and Berman)

The bill creates the Genetic Counseling Education Enhancement Grant Program (program)
within the State University System to support the development, growth, and sustainability of
accredited graduate-level genetic counseling programs. The bill requires the Board of Governors
(BOG) to administer the program and award competitive grants to state universities to address
faculty shortages, student financial barriers, and clinical training needs in genetic counseling.

The bill authorizes, subject to appropriation, the BOG to award a one-time start-up grant to
establish an accredited genetic counseling program at a state university. To receive the grant, a
university must apply with a plan for achieving program accreditation; projected program
outcomes such as anticipated enrollment, faculty hiring and retention, and completion rates;
anticipated first-time passage rates on the American Board of Genetic Counseling certification
examination; and the program’s anticipated contribution to Florida’s genetic counseling
workforce. The application must also demonstrate that the proposed program has sufficient
clinical training capacity which represents a net increase in statewide training opportunities.

The bill also authorizes the BOG to award funds to accredited genetic counseling programs
based on program performance, including program completers and examination passage rates.
The program must also reward excellence among genetic counseling programs whose average
first-time certification examination passage rates exceed the national average.

The bill specifies that grant funds must be used to recruit and retain qualified faculty, provide
cost-of-attendance scholarships to students enrolled in accredited programs, and support the
clinical training experiences required for completion of a master’s degree in genetic counseling.

The bill prohibits the use of grant funds for general administrative overhead costs, construction
of new facilities, or non-program-related activities. State universities that receive a grant through
the program are required to maintain records sufficient to demonstrate compliance with program
requirements.

The bill requires each state university that receives program funds to submit an annual report to
the BOG. The report must include program expenditures, the outcomes achieved using grant
funds, and plans for the upcoming fiscal year. The BOG must compile the reports into an annual
statewide summary and submit to the Governor and the Legislature by July 1 of each year. The
bill also requires the BOG to adopt regulations to administer the program.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these
provisions take effect on July 1, 2026.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 107-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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CS/SB 1246 — Linking Industry to Nursing Education Fund
by Appropriations Committee on Higher Education and Senator Davis

The bill revises the Linking Industry to Nursing Education (LINE) Fund to expand opportunities
for collaboration between nursing education programs and health care partners through monetary
and nonmonetary contributions to increase the number of nurses entering the workforce.

The bill provides that monetary or nonmonetary contributions from a health care partner or other
person or entity are eligible for a dollar-to-dollar match from the LINE Fund, subject to available
funds, but prioritizes monetary contributions from health care partners when awarding matching

funds.

The bill expands the authorized uses of LINE funds to support activities that increase nursing
education capacity, to include recruitment of preceptors, increasing program enrollment and
completion rates, improving licensure examination passage rates, and internships. The bill also
clarifies that while LINE funds may not be used to construct new buildings, they may be used to
expand, retrofit, or upgrade existing facilities if the proposal will increase program enrollment or
improve educational or simulation space for nursing students.

The bill specifies that allowable nonmonetary contributions are limited to the donated use of
health care partner employees, space or equipment, educational or simulation equipment, and
other quantifiable goods or services. The bill requires the Board of Governors (BOG) or the
Department of Education (DOE), as applicable, to determine the fair market value of
nonmonetary contributions, and prohibits proposals that consist solely of nonmonetary
contributions.

The bill revises the criteria used by the BOG or DOE, as applicable, to review and evaluate
proposals to consider monetary and nonmonetary contributions committed by a health care
partner, how funds will be used to increase student enrollment and program completion, and how
proposals will expand nursing education programs to meet workforce demands.

Additionally, the bill authorizes the BOG or the DOE, as applicable, to release matching funds
on a dollar-for-dollar basis based on the amount of funds or the fair market value of nonmonetary
contributions. The bill also authorizes the BOG or the DOE to award LINE funds for up to two
academic years following the year of initial approval, subject to subsequent appropriations and
health care partner contributions.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these
provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 112-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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CS/CS/HB 1279 — Education

by Education & Employment Committee; Careers & Workforce Subcommittee; and Rep. Kincart
Jonsson and others (CS/CS/SB 7038 by Rules Committee; Appropriations Committee on Pre-K -
12 Education; and Education Postsecondary Committee)

Virtual Instruction and School Choice
The bill modifies provisions related to virtual and digital instruction and school choice. The bill:

e Revises notification requirements for school districts to include all public and private
virtual instruction options, rather than only the Florida Virtual School, and to provide
student access based on student choice.

e Authorizes students receiving a Family Empowerment Scholarship for Unique Abilities
to satisfy the regular and direct contact requirement by attending a private school’s
physical location at least two school days per week.

e Requires the Department of Education (DOE) to make specified CAPE Digital Tool
certificates available to middle grades students and limits such students to two certificates
per school year.

Student Health and Safety
The bill modifies provisions related to epinephrine devices and safe-school officers. The bill:

e Authorizes public and private schools to purchase, maintain, and administer Food and
Drug Administration-approved epinephrine delivery devices, rather than limiting
references to epinephrine auto-injectors.

e Clarifies that, notwithstanding local ordinances or development orders, a school district
or charter school may use any combination of safe-school officer options authorized by
law.

Early Learning Accountability
The bill modifies provisions related to early learning provider accountability. The bill:

e Updates Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) accountability provisions by removing
obsolete kindergarten readiness-rate provisions and revising related accountability
references.

e Revises the criteria to maintain a designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care provider to
specify the consequence for class I violations requires a determination that the provider is
the primary cause of the violation.

Education Courses and Programs
The bill requires applied algebra courses as a part of mathematics pathways, clarifies Title |
expenditures, and provides a dance course substitution for graduation. The bill:
e Directs the DOE to identify and publish mathematics pathways for students by
September 1, 2026.
e Directs the DOE to develop applied algebra courses aligned with the identified
mathematics pathways and career and technical education career clusters by January 1,
2027, for district implementation in the 2029-2030 school year.

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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e Requires each applied algebra course to prepare students for the statewide, standardized
Algebra I end-of-course assessment, satisfy applicable mathematics credit requirements
for high school graduation and middle grades promotion, and be accepted as a
mathematics credit for state university admissions.

e Authorizes a school district to reserve up to one percent of Title | funds for specified
STEM-related educational services, technologies, and instructional supports.

e Authorizes a qualifying one-credit dance techniques course to satisfy a physical
education or performing arts credit required to earn a standard high school diploma.

Student Supports, Literacy, and School Improvement
The bill modifies provisions related to individual education plans (IEP), educational
emergencies, and students struggling with reading. The bill:

e Requires a school district to notify a parent within 10 school days when a related service
identified in a student’s IEP is not provided as scheduled, explain the reason the service
was not provided, and discuss a plan for make-up services.

e Requires a school district to inform parents at each IEP meeting of the right to access all
service provider logs or progress notes within 15 school days after the service is
provided.

e Expands the definition of an educational emergency to include designated persistently
low-performing schools, thereby allowing a district school board to exercise specified
authority over personnel contracts in the selection, placement, and compensation of
instructional personnel to improve student performance.

e Requires, for a student with a reading deficiency, the student plan and parent notices
include information about eligibility for the New Worlds Reading Initiative.

e  Expands summer bridge program eligibility for VPK students by raising from the 10™ to
the 25™ percentile the eligible score threshold for student achievement on the final
administration of the statewide assessment in English Language Aurts.

Acceleration and Advanced Coursework
The bill modifies provisions related to advanced and acceleration courses and examinations. The
bill:

e Requires the State Board of Education to establish a statewide uniform weighted grading
system for honors courses and articulated acceleration mechanisms, which must be used
by district school boards when calculating high school grade point averages.

e Authorizes bonus funds for school districts and teachers for students’ successful
completion of Florida advanced courses and tests, which are aligned with bonuses offered
for other advanced and career examinations.

e Specifies that the postsecondary institutions eligible to participate in the dual enroliment
program are Florida public postsecondary institutions and eligible not-for-profit
independent colleges and universities.

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Consumer Protections and Disability Services
The bill strengthens consumer protections and oversight for providers serving individuals with
disabilities. The bill:

e Requires fee-based service providers serving individuals who are blind or visually
impaired to disclose whether equivalent or substantially similar services are available at
no cost through the Division of Blind Services or another public agency.

e Replaces the vocational rehabilitation service provider registration process with an
application and approval framework, establishes minimum qualifications and annual
approval requirements, and requires the development of an annual effectiveness report for
approved providers.

Postsecondary Governance and Institution Operations
The bill revises provisions relating to private postsecondary institution governance, transfer
degree approvals, and licensure. The bill:

e Provides that colleges and schools licensed or approved by another state agency are
exempt from licensure by the Commission for Independent Education (CIE).

e Specifies that institutions approved by another state agency to offer one or more licensed
programs or courses are not exempt from CIE licensure solely because of such licensure
or approval, but clarifies that existing exemptions for contract training, continuing
education, or professional development programs are still in effect.

e Reduces from 60 to 30 days the timeframe for Florida College System institutions and
state universities to submit comments on proposed specialized associate in arts transfer
degree programs.

e Extends the date from September 1, 2027, to September 1, 2032, for a qualifying master’s
degree to be conferred under a licensure pathway for a marriage and family therapist.

e Extends the repeal date from July 1, 2026, to July 1, 2027 for the Statewide Data
Repository for Anonymous Human Trafficking Data at the University of South Florida
(USF).

e Changes the due date for the next annual report from July 1, 2026, to January 31, 2027,
and requires the USF Trafficking in Persons - Risk to Resilience Lab to consult with the
Department of Law Enforcement on the report and analysis of its findings.

Institution Accreditation
The bill revises requirements for changes to institutional accreditation and authorized
accreditors. The bill:

e Requires institutions to seek a one-time change in accreditation within three years after
reaffirmation or a fifth-year review, rather than in the year following such review, and
removes the requirement that accreditation be sought only from a regional accrediting
agency.

e Removes references to accreditation by the American Bar Association relating to the
Florida A&M University College of Law and the Florida International University College
of Law.

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Performance-Based Funding and Accountability

The bill modifies the State University System performance-based funding model to include, with
the four-year graduation rate metric, an adjusted cohort graduation rate for engineering students,
and revises the access rate metric to measure the percentage of first-year undergraduate students
receiving a Pell Grant, rather than all undergraduate students.

Student Financial Aid and Tuition Policies
The bill revises provisions relating to residency, tuition waivers, the Benacquisto Scholarship
Program, and Florida Prepaid College program administration. The bill:

Expands resident tuition protections to specify that individuals and their dependent
children do not lose Florida-resident status by serving outside the state as active-duty or
civilian personnel of the United States Department of State or the Department of Defense,
or teaching at a Department of Defense Dependent School.

Specifies that to qualify for the tuition and fee exemption for homeless students, a student
must have previously been determined to be homeless by a Florida public school, and a
distance learning homeless student residing out of state is ineligible for the exemption.
Allows eligible students to defer receipt of an initial Benacquisto Scholarship Program
award for up to one year while retaining eligibility.

Authorizes the chair of the Florida Prepaid College Board to appoint a qualified designee
to serve as the director of the board’s direct-support organization and on the board of
directors of Florida ABLE, Inc.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these
provisions take effect on July 1, 2026.

Vote: Senate 36-1; House 81-16

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

CS/CS/HB 1279 Page 4



THE FLORIDA SENATE
2026 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Education Postsecondary

HB 1405 — Statewide Project for Missing Persons with Special Needs
by Rep. Duggan and others (SB 1570 by Senators Gaetz and Berman)

The bill re-establishes the Missing Persons with Special Needs Statewide Project (“Project
Leo”), which was repealed in 2019. Project Leo is administered through selected service-area
centers for autism and related disabilities.

The bill requires each participating Center for Autism and Related Disabilities (CARD or center)
to develop criteria for selecting individuals for participation in the project, which must account
for an individual’s risk of elopement. The project is implemented on a first-come, first-served
basis to the extent funding is available. Participation is voluntary and provided at no cost to the
participant.

The bill requires each participating CARD to provide personal search-and-rescue devices to the
sheriff’s offices of participating counties. The bill requires county sheriffs’ offices to distribute
the devices to project participants in coordination with the respective CARD. The participating
CARD is also required to fund any costs associated with monitoring the devices.

Additionally, the bill appropriates $1 million in nonrecurring General Revenue funds for the
2026-2027 fiscal year, allocating $250,000 each to the University of Florida, Florida Atlantic
University, University of South Florida, and Florida State University centers, to be used solely
for the purchase of personal search-and-rescue devices.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these
provisions take effect on July 1, 2026.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 109-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

HB 1405 Page 1



	SB 816
	CS/HB 1115
	CS/SB 1246
	CS/CS/HB 1279
	HB 1405

