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2023 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, SPACE, AND 
DOMESTIC SECURITY 

 Senator Wright, Chair 

 Senator Torres, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, February 15, 2023 

TIME: 8:30—10:30 a.m. 
PLACE: 301 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Wright, Chair; Senator Torres, Vice Chair; Senators Berman, Calatayud, Collins, Pizzo, and 
Rodriguez 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
Presentation on Space Florida by Dale Ketcham, Vice President of Government and 
Community Relations 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
2 
 

 
Presentation on Artemis by Janet Petro, Center Director, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
 
 

 
 
 

 



SPACE FLORIDA Be where new ideas take off TM



WHO WE ARE

It all began with a rocket launch in 1950. And the brightest minds, 
biggest ideas, and most innovative ventures have been coming here 
ever since. While it may have started on the Space Coast, now all of 
Florida is pushing the envelope and breaking boundaries to claim many 
firsts in aerospace. 

Space Florida is the state's aerospace finance and development 
authority. In 2006 a unique state statute was enacted that would open 
the door to more creative financing options and infrastructure access –
making aerospace ventures much easier to launch.
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GETTING NEW IDEAS OFF THE GROUND

Space Florida is where leading aerospace companies get everything they need to 
see their new ideas take off.
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Ae rosp a ce  com p a n ie s  w a n t  t o  b e  w h e re  n e w  id e a s  t a ke  o ff, b e ca u se  t h a t ’s  w h e re  you ’ll fin d :

THE SPACE FLORIDA DIFFERENCE

Unrivaled 
Experience 

By teaming up with finance, business, and 
industry experts who’ve proven they know 
exactly what it takes to launch successful, 
groundbreaking aerospace initiatives.

Unmatched 
Financial Tools

You can access capital and lower your 
long-term costs with customized financing 
and tax efficiencies you simply can’t get 
anywhere else.

Unbeatable 
Location

Where companies can take their place in 
the new space economy or any other 
aerospace market with direct access to 
established infrastructure, a skilled 
workforce, and an environment built for 
innovation. 

Space Florida | Be where new ideas take off™



From spaceport authority operations and business 
development roles, Space Florida brings finance, business, 
and industry experts who’ve proven they know exactly 
what it takes to launch successful, groundbreaking 
aerospace initiatives.

SPACEPORT AUTHORITY
• Develop infrastructure
• Statewide planning
• Build, own, lease, & operate
• SLC-46 Exploration Park
• Launch & Landing Facility

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
• Draw from a more diverse 

toolkit 
• Access capital quickly and 

efficiently 
• Conduit financing
• Leverage a diverse lender 

network 
• Access to capital markets 
• Tax efficiencies
• Move-in ready facilities

Only Space Florida can successfully manage a dual role while bringing a mix of unrivaled 
experience, unmatched financial tools, and unbeatable location to the table.

HOW WE ACHIEVE BOLD GOALS

Space Florida | Be where new ideas take off™



Top highlights
• Currently, Space Florida’s project pipeline is valued at $5.5 

billion of statewide capital investment

• Space Florida expanded its role in commercial spaceport 
operations by supporting two commercial launches at 
SLC-46, the only active multi-user launch pad on the Cape

• In 2022, Space Florida enabled 3,500 total flight 
operations at Space Florida’s Launch and Landing Facility 
(LLF) – including the arrivals of SpaceX’s Crews 4 and 5, 
the successful return of the U.S. Space Force’s X-
37B unmanned spaceplane, and delivery of the heatshield 
for Artemis III

Sp a ce  Flo r id a  |  Be  w h e re  n e w  id e a s  t a ke  o ffξ

Artemis I launch taken from the Space Florida Launch and Landing Facility



2022 milestones
• Dassault Falcon Jet new maintenance facility in Melbourne, Florida

• Space Florida increased lease financing capacity for SIMCOM International, 
Inc. to $110 million to fund additional full flight simulators

• $70 million bank financing for CAE USA’s new facility at Tampa 
International Airport

• Made strategic investment in Florida-headquartered EVE Air Mobility

• Worked with Gov. Ron DeSantis, Lt. Governor Jeanette Nuñez, Department 
of Education, Department of Economic Opportunity, Enterprise Florida, 
CareerSource, nearly 20 private sector companies and numerous public 
sector educational partners to invest $30 million for Space Coast region 
workforce development 

• Invested in early-stage companies through our partnerships with the 
Florida Venture Forum and the Israel Innovation Authority

Investment Milestones

• Completion of a new mile-long utility corridor and started construction of 
an additional 1.3-mile segment with expected completion in Q1 2024

• As a part of the Florida Spaceport Improvement Program, investing 
approximately $63.8 million in grant funds over the past four years in 
partnership with the Florida Department of Transportation

• Additional LLF improvements in 2022 included preparation and 
preservation of land, construction on Hangar Road for improved 
emergency response access, and completion of the wetland mitigation 
project. 

Infrastructure / Spaceport Improvement Program Milestones
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Spaceport Improvement 
Program 
Current call for projects is out, applications due March 15, 2023

Past projects

SpaceX’s new processing and Starship manufacturing facility

Cecil Spaceport improvement to its operations control center and 
payload process to enable commercial launch operations

Blue Origin’s new pad at Launch Complex 36 

Boeing’s Starliner assembly

Airbus OneWeb Satellite facility

United Launch Alliance’s improvements to Launch Complex 41 to 
enhance capabilities for medium/heavy vehicles at Cape Canaveral 
Spaceport.

Over the past 10 years…

• 37 Major Projects
• 2575+ Direct Jobs
• $326M+ State
• $1.18B+ Private
• $1.5B+ Total
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26
26 different counties represented, 6 of 
which are designated rural areas of 
opportunities

149
149 projects in the pipeline; 78 in the 
leads phase,  61 in the opportunities 
phase, 10 in the closing phase

$5.5 Billion Total value of 2023 project pipeline
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim  

Se rvice  003

More Informa tion ...

SPACE FLORIDA ECONOMIC IMPACT
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SPACE FLORIDA VISION FOR THE FUTURE
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• Broaden international trading partners

• New fund structures

• Increased fiduciary role

• Lead in spaceport governance

• Transform the historic Launch and Landing Facility to a 
transportation gateway for aerospace innovation and business

• Take Space Florida aerospace project portfolio to $10 billion by 
2030 

• Grow workforce and increase access to capital in Florida

• Create a future business climate for space enterprise where 
manufacturing, mining, tourism, energy production, and other 
economic activity is occurring in space at scale

• Deepen already competitive tax and regulatory systems and ensure 
seamless intermodal connectivity for space imports and exports

A road map for 
the future 
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Thank you!

Contact: Dale Ketcham, Vice President, 
Government & Community Relations

Email: Dketcham@spaceflorida.gov

Website : www.spaceflorida.gov
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CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 301 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security Judge:  
 
Started: 2/15/2023 8:30:46 AM 
Ends: 2/15/2023 9:44:59 AM Length: 01:14:14 
 
8:30:50 AM Meeting called to order, roll call 
8:31:36 AM Quorum is present 
8:31:52 AM Pledge of Allegiance by Senator Collins 
8:32:06 AM Chair Wright makes opening comments 
8:32:32 AM Tab 1, Presentation on Space Florida by Dale Ketcham, Vice President of Government and Community 
Relations 
8:33:16 AM Chair Wright recognizes Dale Ketcham to present 
8:33:54 AM Dale Ketcham presents 'Space Florida Vision for the Future' 
8:55:07 AM Questions: 
8:56:07 AM Senator Torres 
8:56:16 AM Dale Ketcham 
8:56:52 AM Senator Torres 
8:57:50 AM Dale Ketcham 
8:58:46 AM Senator Torres 
8:59:39 AM Dale Ketcham 
9:00:39 AM Senator Calatayud 
9:01:13 AM Dale Ketcham 
9:02:08 AM Senator Berman 
9:03:08 AM Dale Ketcham 
9:06:34 AM Senator Collins 
9:07:03 AM Dale Ketcham 
9:07:07 AM Senator Collins 
9:08:13 AM Dale Ketcham 
9:10:51 AM Chair Wright makes comments 
9:13:06 AM Tab 2, Presentation on Artemis by Janet Petro, Center Director, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 
9:13:47 AM Chair Wright recognizes Janet Petro 
9:13:58 AM Janet Petro presents "Launching Humanity's Future" 
9:35:52 AM Questions: 
9:35:57 AM Senator Torres 
9:36:00 AM Janet Petro 
9:40:01 AM Senator Torres 
9:40:13 AM Senator Berman 
9:40:39 AM Janet Petro 
9:42:15 AM Chair Wright 
9:42:34 AM Janet Petro 
9:43:08 AM Chair Wright 
9:44:05 AM Janet Petro 
9:44:15 AM Chair Wright makes closing comments 
9:44:26 AM Senator Berman moves to adjourn 
9:44:31 AM Meeting adjourned 
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