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2024 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    EDUCATION POSTSECONDARY 

 Senator Grall, Chair 

 Senator Stewart, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 

TIME: 4:30—6:00 p.m. 
PLACE: 301 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Grall, Chair; Senator Stewart, Vice Chair; Senators Book, Burgess, Collins, Garcia, Jones, 
Perry, and Simon 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
SB 222 

Rodriguez 
(Identical H 217) 
 

 
College Campus Facilities in Areas of Critical State 
Concern; Providing that beds for health care workers 
may be included in the construction of dormitories on 
the campus of a Florida College System institution; 
revising the number of beds that may be provided in 
such dormitories for employees, educators, health 
care workers, and first responders, etc. 
 
HE 01/09/2024 Fav/CS 
AED   
AP   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 
 

 
2 
 

 
SB 282 

Rodriguez 
(Similar H 1019) 
 

 
Nonpublic Religious Postsecondary Educational 
Institutions; Removing religious colleges from the list 
of institutions specified as not being under the 
jurisdiction or purview of the Commission for 
Independent Education; providing requirements that 
must be met by nonpublic religious postsecondary 
educational institutions that operate without being 
licensed by the commission; requiring the commission 
to provide such institutions annually with a written 
notice of exemption from licensure and of compliance, 
etc. 
 
HE 01/09/2024 Favorable 
AED   
RC   
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 
 

 
3 
 

 
SB 494 

Avila 
(Identical H 511) 
 

 
Graduate Program Admissions; Requiring an 
institution of higher education to waive certain 
examination requirements for a servicemember who 
applies for admission to a graduate program that 
requires such examination, etc. 
 
HE 01/09/2024 Fav/CS 
MS   
RC   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 
 

 
4 
 

 
SB 522 

Simon 
(Identical H 501) 
 

 
Tallahassee Community College; Renaming the 
college as “Tallahassee State College”, etc. 
 
HE 01/09/2024 Favorable 
RC   
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 
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TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
5 
 

 
SB 622 

Simon 
 

 
Requirements for Career Education Program Basic 
Skills; Deleting a requirement that certain 
postsecondary students complete an entry-level 
examination; deleting a requirement that the State 
Board of Education designate examinations to assess 
student mastery of basic skills; deleting a requirement 
that students who lack the required basic skills be 
referred to specified instruction or education, etc. 
 
HE 01/09/2024 Temporarily Postponed 
AED   
FP   
 

 
Temporarily Postponed 
 

 
 

 
Consideration of proposed bill: 
 

 
 

 
6 
 

 
SPB 7022 

 

 
OGSR/Campus Emergency Response; Amending a 
provision which provides an exemption from public 
record and public meeting requirements for those 
portions of a campus emergency response which 
address the response of a public postsecondary 
educational institution to an act of terrorism or other 
public safety crisis or emergency; removing a 
provision allowing disclosure of certain information to 
certain entities; removing the scheduled repeal of the 
exemption, etc. 
 

 
Submitted and Reported 
Favorably as Committee Bill 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 
 

TAB OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 

 
Senate Confirmation Hearing: A public hearing will be held for consideration of the below-

named executive appointments to the offices indicated. 
 

 
 

 Board of Trustees, Florida A & M University   

7  Crossman, John M. (Orlando) 01/01/2026 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

8  Gibbons, Deveron M. (St. Petersburg) 01/06/2028 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

9  Figgers, Natlie G. (Coral Springs) 01/06/2026 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees, Florida Atlantic University   

10  Paez, Pablo E. (West Palm Beach) 01/16/2028 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees, University of Central Florida   

11  Gaekwad, Digvijay "Danny" (Ocala) 01/06/2028 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees, Florida State University   

12  Ballard, Kathryn S. (Tallahassee) 01/06/2028 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 
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TAB OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING COMMITTEE ACTION 

 Board of Trustees, Florida International University   

13  Gonzalez, Alan (Miami Lakes) 01/06/2026 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

14  Yakubov, Yaffa (Miami Beach) 01/06/2026 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

15  Hondal, Francis (Miami-Dade) 01/06/2025 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees, New College of Florida   

16  Jacquot, Joe (Jacksonville) 01/06/2025 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees, University of Florida   

17  O'Keefe, Daniel T. (Windermere) 01/06/2028 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 
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The Florida Senate 

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.) 

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Postsecondary Education 

 

BILL:  SPB 7022 

INTRODUCER:  Education Postsecondary Committee 

SUBJECT:  OGSR/Campus Emergency Response 

DATE:  January 10, 2024 

 

 ANALYST  STAFF DIRECTOR  REFERENCE  ACTION 

1. Brick  Bouck    ED Submitted as Comm. Bill/Fav 

2.        

 

I. Summary: 

SPB 7022 saves from repeal the public records exemption relating to any portion of a campus 

emergency response held by a public postsecondary institution, a state or local law enforcement 

agency, a county or municipal emergency management agency, the Executive Office of the 

Governor, the Department of Education, the Board of Governors of the State University System, 

or the Division of Emergency Management, as well as that portion of a public meeting which 

would reveal information related to a campus emergency response.  

 

The exemption from public records and public meetings requirements stands repealed on 

October 2, 2024, unless reviewed and reenacted by the Legislature. 

 

The bill takes effect October 1, 2024. 

II. Present Situation: 

Access to Public Records – Generally 

The Florida Constitution provides that the public has the right to inspect or copy records made or 

received in connection with official governmental business.1 The right to inspect or copy applies 

to the official business of any public body, officer, or employee of the state, including all three 

branches of state government, local governmental entities, and any person acting on behalf of the 

government.2  

 

Additional requirements and exemptions related to public records are found in various statutes 

and rules, depending on the branch of government involved. For instance, s. 11.0431, F.S., 

provides public access requirements for legislative records. Relevant exemptions are codified in 

s. 11.0431(2)-(3), F.S., and the statutory provisions are adopted in the rules of each house of the 

                                                 
1 FLA. CONST., art. I, s. 24(a). 
2 Id.  

REVISED:         
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Legislature.3 Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.420 governs public access to judicial 

branch records.4 Lastly, chapter 119, F.S., provides requirements for public records held by 

executive agencies. 

 

Executive Agency Records – The Public Records Act  

Chapter 119, F.S., known as the Public Records Act, provides that all state, county, and 

municipal records are open for personal inspection and copying by any person, and that 

providing access to public records is a duty of each agency.5 

 

A public record includes virtually any document or recording, regardless of its physical form or 

how it may be transmitted.6 The Florida Supreme Court has interpreted the statutory definition of 

“public record” to include “material prepared in connection with official agency business which 

is intended to perpetuate, communicate, or formalize knowledge of some type.”7 

 

The Florida Statutes specify conditions under which public access to public records must be 

provided. The Public Records Act guarantees every person’s right to inspect and copy any public 

record at any reasonable time, under reasonable conditions, and under supervision by the 

custodian of the public record.8 A violation of the Public Records Act may result in civil or 

criminal liability.9 

 

The Legislature may exempt public records from public access requirements by passing a 

general law by a two-thirds vote of both the House and the Senate.10 The exemption must state 

with specificity the public necessity justifying the exemption and must be no broader than 

necessary to accomplish the stated purpose of the exemption.11 

 

                                                 
3 See Rule 1.48, Rules and Manual of the Florida Senate (2022-2024), and Rule 14.1, Rules of the Florida House of 

Representatives (2022-2024). 
4 State v. Wooten, 260 So. 3d 1060 (Fla. 4th DCA 2018). 
5 Section 119.01(1), F.S. Section 119.011(2), F.S., defines “agency” as “any state, county, district, authority, or municipal 

officer, department, division, board, bureau, commission, or other separate unit of government created or established by law 

including, for the purposes of this chapter, the Commission on Ethics, the Public Service Commission, and the Office of 

Public Counsel, and any other public or private agency, person, partnership, corporation, or business entity acting on behalf 

of any public agency.” 
6 Section 119.011(12), F.S., defines “public record” to mean “all documents, papers, letters, maps, books, tapes, photographs, 

films, sound recordings, data processing software, or other material, regardless of the physical form, characteristics, or means 

of transmission, made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official business by 

any agency.”  
7 Shevin v. Byron, Harless, Schaffer, Reid and Assoc., Inc., 379 So. 2d 633, 640 (Fla. 1980). 
8 Section 119.07(1)(a), F.S. 
9 Section 119.10, F.S. Public records laws are found throughout the Florida Statutes, as are the penalties for violating those 

laws. 
10 FLA. CONST., art. I, s. 24(c). 
11 Id. See, e.g., Halifax Hosp. Medical Center v. News-Journal Corp., 724 So. 2d 567 (Fla. 1999) (holding that a public 

meetings exemption was unconstitutional because the statement of public necessity did not define important terms and did 

not justify the breadth of the exemption); Baker County Press, Inc. v. Baker County Medical Services, Inc., 870 So. 2d 189 

(Fla. 1st DCA 2004) (holding that a statutory provision written to bring another party within an existing public records 

exemption is unconstitutional without a public necessity statement). 
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General exemptions from the public records requirements are contained in the Public Records 

Act.12 Specific exemptions often are placed in the substantive statutes relating to a particular 

agency or program.13 

 

When creating a public records exemption, the Legislature may provide that a record is “exempt” 

or “confidential and exempt.” Custodians of records designated as “exempt” are not prohibited 

from disclosing the record; rather, the exemption means that the custodian cannot be compelled 

to disclose the record.14 Custodians of records designated as “confidential and exempt” may not 

disclose the record except under circumstances specifically defined by the Legislature.15 

 

Open Government Sunset Review Act 

The Open Government Sunset Review Act16 (the Act) prescribes a legislative review process for 

newly created or substantially amended17 public records or open meetings exemptions, with 

specified exceptions.18 It requires the automatic repeal of such exemption on October 2 of the 

fifth year after creation or substantial amendment, unless the Legislature reenacts the 

exemption.19 

 

The Act provides that a public records or open meetings exemption may be created or 

maintained only if it serves an identifiable public purpose and is no broader than is necessary.20 

An exemption serves an identifiable public purpose if it meets one of the following purposes and 

the Legislature finds that the purpose of the exemption outweighs open government policy and 

cannot be accomplished without the exemption: 

 It allows the state or its political subdivisions to effectively and efficiently administer a 

governmental program, and administration would be significantly impaired without the 

exemption;21 

 It protects sensitive, personal information, the release of which would be defamatory, cause 

unwarranted damage to the good name or reputation of the individual, or would jeopardize 

the individual’s safety. If this public purpose is cited as the basis of an exemption, however, 

only personal identifying information is exempt;22 or 

 It protects information of a confidential nature concerning entities, such as trade or business 

secrets.23 

                                                 
12 See, e.g., s. 119.071(1)(a), F.S. (exempting from public disclosure examination questions and answer sheets of 

examinations administered by a governmental agency for the purpose of licensure). 
13 See, e.g., s. 213.053(2)(a), F.S. (exempting from public disclosure information contained in tax returns received by the 

Department of Revenue). 
14 See Williams v. City of Minneola, 575 So. 2d 683, 687 (Fla. 5th DCA 1991). 
15 WFTV, Inc. v. The School Board of Seminole, 874 So. 2d 48 (Fla. 5th DCA 2004). 
16 Section 119.15, F.S. 
17 An exemption is considered to be substantially amended if it is expanded to include more records or information or to 

include meetings as well as records. Section 119.15(4)(b), F.S. 
18 Section 119.15(2)(a) and (b), F.S., provide that exemptions that are required by federal law or are applicable solely to the 

Legislature or the State Court System are not subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act. 
19 Section 119.15(3), F.S. 
20 Section 119.15(6)(b), F.S. 
21 Section 119.15(6)(b)1., F.S. 
22 Section 119.15(6)(b)2., F.S. 
23 Section 119.15(6)(b)3., F.S. 
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The Act also requires specified questions to be considered during the review process.24 In 

examining an exemption, the Act directs the Legislature to carefully question the purpose and 

necessity of reenacting the exemption. 

 

If the exemption is continued and expanded, then a public necessity statement and a two-thirds 

vote for passage are required.25 If the exemption is continued without substantive changes or if 

the exemption is continued and narrowed, then a public necessity statement and a two-thirds vote 

for passage are not required. If the Legislature allows an exemption to sunset, the previously 

exempt records will remain exempt unless provided for by law.26 

 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plans 

The Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) is required to prepare a state 

comprehensive emergency management plan (CEMP). The CEMP serves as the master 

operations document for Florida and is the framework through which the state handles 

emergencies and disasters.27 

 

In addition, each state agency and facility, such as a prison, office building, or university, is 

required to have a disaster preparedness plan that is coordinated with the applicable local 

emergency management agency and approved by the FDEM.28 This plan is known as a 

continuity of operations plan (COOP).29 A COOP must outline a comprehensive and effective 

program to ensure the continuity of essential state functions under all circumstances.30 

 

Campus Emergency Response 

The exemption from public records and public meetings requirements for the campus emergency 

response of a public postsecondary educational institution was enacted in 2017.31 The law 

provides a public records exemption for any portion of a campus emergency response held by a 

public postsecondary educational institution, state or local law enforcement agency, county or 

municipal emergency management agency, the Executive Office of the Governor (EOG), the 

DOE, the BOG, or the DEM.32 The law also provides a public meetings exemption for any 

                                                 
24 Section 119.15(6)(a), F.S. The specified questions are: 

 What specific records or meetings are affected by the exemption? 

 Whom does the exemption uniquely affect, as opposed to the general public? 

 What is the identifiable public purpose or goal of the exemption? 

 Can the information contained in the records or discussed in the meeting be readily obtained by alternative means? 

If so, how? 

 Is the record or meeting protected by another exemption? 

 Are there multiple exemptions for the same type of record or meeting that it would be appropriate to merge? 
25 See generally s. 119.15, F.S. 
26 Section 119.15(7), F.S. 
27 Section 252.35(2), F.S. 
28 Section 252.365(3), F.S. 
29 Florida Division of Emergency Management, 2022 Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan, available at 

https://portal.floridadisaster.org/preparedness/External/CEMP/2022%20State%20CEMP%20Base%20Plan.pdf, at 26-27. 
30 Section 252.365(3)(a), F.S. 
31 Chapter 2017-184, Laws of Fla. 
32 Section 1004.0962(2), F.S. 
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portion of a public meeting which would reveal information related to a campus emergency 

response.33 

 

A campus emergency response is a public postsecondary educational institution’s response to or 

plan for responding to an act of terrorism34 or other public safety crisis or emergency.35 The law 

provides that a campus emergency response includes information relating to:36 

 Records, information, photographs, audio and visual presentations, schematic diagrams, 

surveys, recommendations, or consultations or portions thereof. 

 Threat assessments conducted by any agency or private entity. 

 Threat response plans. 

 Emergency evacuation plans. 

 Sheltering arrangements. 

 Manuals for security personnel, emergency equipment, or security training. 

 Security systems or plans. 

 Vulnerability analyses. 

 Postdisaster activities, including provisions for emergency power, communications, food, 

and water. 

 Postdisaster transportation. 

 Supplies, including drug caches. 

 Identification of staff involved in emergency preparedness, response, and recovery activities. 

 Emergency equipment. 

 Individual identification of affected or at-risk students, faculty, and staff before, during, or 

after an emergency; the transfer of records concerning affected or at-risk students, faculty, 

and staff; and methods of responding to family inquiries. 

 

A public postsecondary educational institution, state or local law enforcement agency, county or 

municipal emergency management agency, EOG, DOE, BOG, or DEM is authorized to disclose 

information made exempt to another governmental entity if disclosure is necessary for the 

receiving entity to perform its duties or responsibilities, or upon a showing of good cause before 

a court of competent jurisdiction.37 This authorization appears unnecessary, however, because if 

records are exempt from the Public Records Act but not confidential, the exemption does not 

prohibit the showing of the information.38 

 

In 2022, the Legislature reviewed the public record and public meeting exemptions and extended 

the repeal date from October 2, 2022, to October 2, 2024. The public record exemption was 

narrowed to exempt only the identification of staff involved in emergency preparedness, 

response, and recovery activities, instead of staffing information generally. The public record 

                                                 
33 Section 1004.0962(5), F.S. 
34 “Terrorism” means an activity that involves a “violent act or an act dangerous to human life which is a violation of the 

criminal laws of this state or of the United States;” or a violation of s. 815.06, F.S., intended to “intimidate, injure, or coerce a 

civilian population; influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion; or affect the conduct of government 

through destruction of property, assassination, murder, kidnapping, or aircraft piracy.” Section 775.30(1), F.S. 
35 Section 1004.0962(1), F.S. 
36 Id. 
37 Section 1004.0962(4), F.S. 
38 Williams v. City of Minneola, 575 So.2d 683, 687 (Fla. 5th DCA), review denied, 589 So.2d 289 (Fla.1991), appeal after 

remand, 619 So.2d 983 (Fla. 5th DCA 1993). See also s. 119.011(8), F.S. 
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exemption was also narrowed to provide that the individual identification of students, faculty, 

and staff applies only to those persons affected or at risk before, during, or after an emergency. 

Lastly, the provision of the exemption protecting the transfer of records was narrowed to apply to 

only affected or at-risk students, faculty, and staff.39 

 

The exemption from public records and public meetings requirements is subject to the 

requirements of the Act and is repealed on October 2, 2024, unless reviewed and reenacted by 

the Legislature.40 

 

Chapter 2017-184, Laws of Florida, which established the exemption from public records 

disclosure requirements for specified portions of campus emergency responses for public 

postsecondary educational institutions, included a public necessity statement that provided a 

rationale for the exemption. This rationale recognized that campus emergency responses made 

publicly available for inspection or copying could be used to hamper or disable a public 

postsecondary education institution’s response to an act of terrorism or other crisis or emergency. 

Furthermore, providing terrorists and other criminals the capabilities to plot, plan, and coordinate 

complicated acts of terror and violence on university and college campuses would lead to an 

increase in the number of Floridians subjected to fatal injury if a public postsecondary 

educational institution’s response to these events were hampered or disabled.41 

 

Open Government Sunset Review Findings and Recommendations 

In August 2023, the Senate Education Postsecondary Committee and the House Ethics, Elections 

& Open Government Subcommittee jointly sent an Open Government Sunset Review 

questionnaire to the 12 institutions of the State University System and the 28 institutions of the 

Florida College System. The survey sought information regarding the need to maintain the 

exemption related to a campus emergency response of a public postsecondary institution for 

responding to an act of terrorism or other public safety crisis or emergency. 

 

All of the respondents recommended that the exemption remain in effect to ensure institutional 

security in the case of an emergency and to protect the safety of institutional constituents.  

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

SPB 7022 saves from repeal the current public records exemption relating to any portion of a 

campus emergency response held by a public postsecondary institution, a state or local law 

enforcement agency, a county or municipal emergency management agency, the Executive 

Office of the Governor, the Department of Education, the Board of Governors of the State 

University System, or the Division of Emergency Management, as well as that portion of a 

public meeting which would reveal information related to a campus emergency response. 

 

The bill also removes a superfluous provision of the exemption that authorizes entities to 

disclose the exempt information in specified circumstances, as entities are not prohibited under 

public records and meeting requirements from disclosing the information. 

                                                 
39 Chapter 2022-133, Laws of Fla. 
40 Section 1004.0962(6), F.S. 
41 Chapter 2017-184, s. 2, Laws of Fla. 
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The exemption from public records and public meetings requirements stands repealed on 

October 2, 2024, unless reviewed and reenacted by the Legislature. 

 

The bill takes effect October 1, 2024. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

Not applicable. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

Vote Requirement 

Article I, s. 24(c) of the State Constitution requires a two-thirds vote of the members 

present and voting for final passage of a bill creating or expanding an exemption to the 

public records requirements. This bill continues a current public records and public 

meetings exemption beyond its current date of repeal. The bill does not create or expand 

an exemption. Thus, the bill does not require an extraordinary vote for enactment.  

 

Public Necessity Statement 

Article I, s. 24(c) of the State Constitution requires a bill creating or expanding an 

exemption to the public records requirements to state with specificity the public necessity 

justifying the exemption. This bill continues a current public records and public meetings 

exemption without expansion. Thus, a statement of public necessity is not required.  

 

Breadth of Exemption  

Article I, s. 24(c) of the State Constitution requires an exemption to the public records 

requirements to be no broader than necessary to accomplish the stated purpose of the law. 

The purpose of the law is to protect portions of a public postsecondary educational 

institution’s campus emergency response to protect the health and safety of students, 

faculty, staff, and the public at large. The bill exempts only information relating to a 

public postsecondary educational institution’s response to or plan for responding to an act 

of terrorism or other public safety crisis or emergency. The exemption does not appear to 

be broader than necessary to accomplish the purpose of the law. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

None. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends section 1004.0962 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to a review under the Open Government 2 

Sunset Review Act; amending s. 1004.0962, F.S., which 3 

provides an exemption from public record and public 4 

meeting requirements for those portions of a campus 5 

emergency response which address the response of a 6 

public postsecondary educational institution to an act 7 

of terrorism or other public safety crisis or 8 

emergency; removing a provision allowing disclosure of 9 

certain information to certain entities; removing the 10 

scheduled repeal of the exemption; providing an 11 

effective date. 12 

  13 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 14 

 15 

Section 1. Subsections (4) and (6) of section 1004.0962, 16 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 17 

1004.0962 Campus emergency response of a public 18 

postsecondary educational institution; public records exemption; 19 

public meetings exemption.— 20 

(4) Information made exempt by this section may be 21 

disclosed: 22 

(a) To another governmental entity if disclosure is 23 

necessary for the receiving entity to perform its duties and 24 

responsibilities; or 25 

(b) Upon a showing of good cause before a court of 26 

competent jurisdiction. 27 

(6) This section is subject to the Open Government Sunset 28 

Review Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand repealed 29 

Florida Senate - 2024 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7022 
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on October 2, 2024, unless reviewed and saved from repeal 30 

through reenactment by the Legislature. 31 

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2024. 32 
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(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.) 

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Education Postsecondary  

 

BILL:  CS/SB 494 

INTRODUCER:  Education Postsecondary Committee and Senator Avila 

SUBJECT:  Graduate Program Admissions 

DATE:  January 10, 2024 

 

 ANALYST  STAFF DIRECTOR  REFERENCE  ACTION 

1. Jahnke  Bouck  HE  Fav/CS 

2.     MS   

3.     RC   

 

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 494 requires an institution of higher education to waive the Graduate Record 

Examination (GRE) and Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) for servicemembers 

who apply for admission to a graduate program that requires the examination.  

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2024. 

II. Present Situation: 

Graduate Record Examination  

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is the world’s most widely used admissions test for 

graduate and professional schools.1 The GRE General Test and GRE Subject Tests are taken by 

individuals applying to graduate, business, and law programs. For more than 70 years, GRE 

scores have been used by admissions and fellowship panels at thousands of graduate programs 

around the world to supplement an applicant’s undergraduate grades and other qualifications for 

graduate study.2 

 

                                                 
1 ETS, GRE, https://www.ets.org/gre.html (last visited Jan. 2, 2024). 
2 ETS, GRE Information Bulletin (2023), available at https://www.ets.org/pdfs/gre/gre-info-bulletin.pdf, at 4. 
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The GRE General Test measures verbal reasoning, quantitative reasoning, critical thinking, and 

analytical writing skills. The test closely aligns with the types of skills that are required for 

success in today’s demanding graduate programs, including business and law.3  

 

The GRE Subject Tests measure achievement in specific subject areas and assume undergraduate 

majors or extensive background in those disciplines. These tests are available in Mathematics, 

Physics, and Psychology.4 

 

Graduate Management Admission Test 

The Graduate Management Admission Council (GMAC) was established in 1953 to solve a 

common problem schools faced: the need for a standardized exam to accurately assess a 

candidate's ability to perform in the rigors of a graduate management degree program. After 

thorough research and development, the Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) exam 

was created by business schools for business schools. It was specifically designed to assist with 

the business school admissions process.5 The GMAT is the most widely used exam for 

admission to graduate business and management programs.6 

 

The GMAT exam is designed to test skills that are highly important to business and management 

programs. It assesses analytical writing and problem-solving abilities, along with the data 

sufficiency, logic, and critical reasoning skills that are vital to real-world business and 

management success. Additionally, the GMAT exam assesses Integrated Reasoning, a section 

designed to measure a test taker’s ability to evaluate information presented in new formats and 

from multiple sources—skills necessary for management students to succeed in a technologically 

advanced and data-rich world.7 

 

Graduate Program Admissions 

The State University System (SUS) offers opportunities for graduate study in over 1,000 

academic programs.8 The Board of Governors has established that it is the responsibility of the 

universities and university boards of trustees to establish their own standards for graduate school 

admission.9 Admission decisions for graduate programs are typically made at the program or 

department level, in concert with the admission criteria adopted by each university. These 

criteria are typically published on the university admissions office website.10 

 

                                                 
3 ETS, GRE Information Bulletin (2023), available at https://www.ets.org/pdfs/gre/gre-info-bulletin.pdf, at 4. 
4 Id. 
5 MBA.com, GMAT Exam, GMAT History, https://www.mba.com/exams/gmat-exam/about/gmat-history (last visited Jan. 2, 

2024). 
6 MBA.com, Exams, GMAT Exams, https://www.mba.com/exams/gmat-exam (last visited Jan. 2, 2024). 
7 Graduate Management Admission Council, About the GMAT Exam, https://www.gmac.com/gmat-other-assessments/about-

the-gmat-exam (last visited Jan. 2, 2024). 
8 State University System, Graduate & Professional Admissions, https://www.flbog.edu/universities/admissions-

transfers/graduate-professional-admissions/ (last visited Jan. 2, 2024). 
9 Board of Governors Regulation 6.001 and 6.003. 
10 State University System, Graduate & Professional Admissions, https://www.flbog.edu/universities/admissions-

transfers/graduate-professional-admissions/ (last visited Jan. 2, 2024). 
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GRE and GMAT Waivers 

As a response to the COVID pandemic, many SUS institutions temporarily waived GRE 

requirements for the majority of graduate program admission criteria. This temporary waiver is 

still in effect for many of the SUS institutions. For example, Florida Atlantic University will 

waive the GRE and GMAT scores for all applicants seeking entry to graduate programs up to 

and including the entry term of Spring 2024.11 Florida State University is extending the 

temporary waiver through Fall 2026 for most Master’s and Specialist’s programs.12  

 

Additionally, some graduate programs offer GRE/GMAT waivers for applicants who meet 

specified criteria. Applicants for the Master of Science in Management program at the University 

of South Florida (USF) can request a GRE/GMAT waiver if the applicant has 3 years of 

professional or managerial experience or has earned a bachelor’s degree from USF, a Florida 

preeminent institution, or an AAU school, and has a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher.13  

 

GRE and GMAT Waivers for Military Applicants 

In addition to the temporary GRE waivers still available for all applicants, many universities 

nationwide provide GMAT waivers for military applicants. The universities with GMAT waivers 

for military applicants recognize that military service provides veterans with real-world 

leadership and decision-making experience. These real-world experiences often serve as a more 

reliable indicator of success in an MBA program compared to solely relying on GMAT scores.14  

Universities with MBA programs that waive GMAT requirements include:15 

 University of Arizona 

 Ohio State University 

 Western Michigan 

 Xavier 

 North Carolina State University 

 Purdue 

 University of Miami 

 Syracuse University 

 

Waivers exempting military applicants from GRE requirements for graduate program admissions 

are not as prevalent as GMAT waivers. However, some graduate programs like the Harris School 

of Public Policy at the University of Chicago provide waivers for applicants who have completed 

five years of active duty national military service.16 Similarly, the School of Computing and 

                                                 
11 Florida Atlantic University, Graduate College, Prospective Graduate Students, 

https://www.fau.edu/graduate/admissions/prospective-graduate-students/ (last visited Jan. 3, 2024). 
12 Florida State University, Master’s Degree Programs, https://gradschool.fsu.edu/academics-research/degree-

programs/masters-degree-programs (last visited Jan. 3, 2024). 
13 University of South Florida, Graduate, Master of Science in Management, https://www.usf.edu/business/graduate/ms-

management/application-process.aspx (last visited Jan. 3, 2024). 
14 Veterans.com, GMAT Waivers, https://veteran.com/gmat-waivers/ (last visited Jan. 3, 2024). 
15 Id. 
16 University of Chicago, Harris School of Public Policy, GRE Requirements and Waivers, 

https://harris.uchicago.edu/admissions/blog/gre-requirements-and-waivers (last visited Jan. 4, 2024). 
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Information Science at the University of Maine offers a GRE waiver for military members and 

veterans with five or more years of military experience.17 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

CS/SB 494 creates s. 1004.032, F.S., which requires an institution of higher education to waive 

the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) and Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) 

for servicemembers who apply for admission to a graduate program that requires the 

examination. 

 

The bill provides definitions, to include: 

 A “graduate program” as an advanced academic degree program in a specialized field of 

study, including, but not limited to, a master’s or doctoral degree program, which degree is 

pursued after one has obtained a bachelor’s degree. 

 An “institution of higher education” as a state university.18  

 A “servicemember” as any person serving as a member of the United States Armed Forces 

on active duty or state active duty and all members of the Florida National Guard and United 

States Reserve Forces.19 

 

The bill is effective on July 1, 2024. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

                                                 
17 University of Maine, GRE Waiver Request (2019), available at https://online.umaine.edu/wp-

content/uploads/sites/72/2019/11/GREWaiverRequestInSCIS.pdf. 
18 Section 1000.21(8), F.S., provides a list of all state universities.  
19 Section 250.01, F.S. 
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

None. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill creates section 1004.32 of the Florida Statutes.  

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Education Postsecondary on January 9, 2023: 

The committee substitute removes reference to a Florida College System institution from 

the definition of “institution of higher education.” 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Education Postsecondary (Avila) recommended the 

following: 

 

Senate Amendment  1 

 2 

Delete lines 22 - 24 3 

and insert: 4 

(d) “Institution of higher education” means a state 5 

university as defined in s. 1000.21(8). 6 

 7 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to graduate program admissions; 2 

creating s. 1004.032, F.S.; defining terms; requiring 3 

an institution of higher education to waive certain 4 

examination requirements for a servicemember who 5 

applies for admission to a graduate program that 6 

requires such examination; providing an effective 7 

date. 8 

  9 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 10 

 11 

Section 1. Section 1004.032, Florida Statutes, is created 12 

to read: 13 

1004.032 Graduate program admission for servicemembers.— 14 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 15 

(a) “GMAT” means the Graduate Management Admission Test. 16 

(b) “Graduate program” means an advanced academic degree 17 

program in a specialized field of study, including, but not 18 

limited to, a master’s or doctoral degree program, which degree 19 

is pursued after one has obtained a bachelor’s degree. 20 

(c) “GRE” means the Graduate Record Examination. 21 

(d) “Institution of higher education” means a Florida 22 

College System institution or a state university as those terms 23 

are defined in s. 1000.21(5) and (8), respectively. 24 

(e) “Servicemember” has the same meaning as in s. 250.01. 25 

(2) An institution of higher education shall waive the GRE 26 

or GMAT requirement for a servicemember who applies for 27 

admission to a graduate program that requires such examination. 28 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024. 29 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 222 provides that additional beds for healthcare workers may be included in the 

construction of dormitories on the campus of a Florida College System (FCS) institution, and 

revises the number of beds that may be provided in such dormitories for employees, educators, 

healthcare workers, and first responders. The bill revises the evacuation requirement for an FCS 

institution’s hurricane evacuation plan. Additionally, the bill authorizes certain funds to be used 

to construct or maintain dormitories. 

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2024. 

II. Present Situation: 

Florida College System Dormitory Facilities 

A Florida College System (FCS) institution or its direct-support organization has limited 

authority to plan and construct facilities and to acquire additional property.1 Residency 

opportunities within the FCS are predominantly off campus and provided through a third party, 

often for specific student populations such as international students, student-athletes, or specific 

scholarship recipients.2 FCS institutions were developed as commuter schools. With 28 

                                                 
1 Section 1013.40, F.S. 
2 Florida College System, Student Housing in the Florida College System, available at 

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7480/urlt/0082726-faqhousing.pdf. 
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institutions and multiple campuses all over the state, colleges were located so students would 

drive no further than 50 miles to be able to attend college.3 Historically, two colleges have 

institution-owned dormitories, Chipola College and Florida Gateway College, which were started 

in facilities that originally housed World War II bases for servicemen. Chipola College continues 

to operate a college-owned dormitory for athletes only. Florida Gateway College allows any 

student to apply for their limited number of beds.4 

 

An FCS institution campus within a municipality designated as an area of critical state concern,5 

which meets planning and development requirements, may construct dormitories for up to 340 

beds for FCS institution students and an additional 25 beds for employees, educators, and first 

responders.6 Such dormitories are exempt from the building permit allocation system and may be 

constructed up to 60 feet in height if the dormitories are otherwise consistent with the 

comprehensive plan, the FCS institution has a hurricane evacuation plan that requires all 

dormitory occupants to be evacuated 48 hours in advance of tropical force winds, and 

transportation is provided for dormitory occupants during an evacuation.7 

 

In 2008, the College of the Florida Keys (CFK) was granted legislative authority to build a 

dormitory facility with 100 beds, which was subsequently constructed and opened in 2011.8 

Although there has been no further construction of student housing at CFK, the authorized 

number of beds has increased to 365, and there are restrictions regarding bonding and the 

revenues CFK can use for construction, debt service payments, maintenance and operation of 

dorm facilities. CFK is the only college within a municipality designated as an area of critical 

state concern that meets the requirements specified in law.9 

 

Other colleges can provide student housing only through their foundations. A direct-support 

organization may, at the request of the board of trustees, provide residency opportunities on or 

near campus for students.10 

 

State funds and tuition and fee revenues may not be used for construction, debt service 

payments, maintenance, or operation of such dormitories. Additional dormitory beds constructed 

after July 1, 2016, may not be financed through the issuance of bonds.11 However, nonpublic 

entities may issue bonds as part of a public-private partnership between the college and a 

nonpublic entity. 

                                                 
3 Email, Florida Department of Education, Division of Florida Colleges (Nov. 20, 2023), with attachment. 
4 Email, Florida Department of Education, Division of Florida Colleges (Nov. 20, 2023). 
5 Section 380.05, F.S. The Areas of Critical State Concern Program was created by the "Florida Environmental Land and 

Water Management Act of 1972." The program is intended to protect resources and public facilities of major statewide 

significance, within designated geographic areas, from uncontrolled development that would cause substantial deterioration 

of such resources. The designated Areas of Critical State Concern are the Apalachicola Bay Area, the Green Swamp Area, 

the Big Cypress Area, the Florida Keys Area, and the City of Key West Area. 
6 Section 1013.40(4), F.S. 
7 Section 1013.40(4), F.S. 
8 Section 1013.40(4), F.S. Email, Florida Department of Education, Division of Florida Colleges (Nov. 20, 2023). 
9 Id. 
10 Section 1004.70(4)(a), F.S. 
11 Section 1013.40(4), F.S. 
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III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

CS/SB 222 amends s. 1013.40, F.S., by providing that beds for healthcare workers may be 

included in the additional beds authorized for employees, educators, and first responders in the 

construction of dormitories on the campus of a Florida College System (FCS) institution. The 

bill also revises from 25 to 50 the number of dormitory beds that may be provided for such 

individuals.  

 

The bill revises an FCS institution’s hurricane evacuation plan to require all dormitory occupants 

to be evacuated 48 hours in advance from hurricane-force winds rather than tropical force winds. 

Additionally, the bill authorizes state grant funds and capital improvement fees to be used for the 

construction, debt service payments, maintenance, or operation of dormitories.  

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2024. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 
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C. Government Sector Impact: 

None. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends section 1013.40 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Education Postsecondary on January 9, 2023: 

The committee substitute retains the provisions in the bill regarding dormitory beds and 

makes the following modifications: 

 Revises a Florida College System institution’s hurricane evacuation plan to require all 

dormitory occupants to be evacuated 48 hours in advance from hurricane-force winds 

rather than tropical storm-force winds. 

 Authorizes state grant funds and capital improvement fees to be used for the 

construction and maintenance of dormitories. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Education Postsecondary (Rodriguez) recommended 

the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 32 - 35 3 

and insert: 4 

evacuated 48 hours in advance of hurricane-force tropical force 5 

winds, and transportation is provided for dormitory occupants 6 

during an evacuation. State grant funds and capital improvement 7 

fees tuition and fee revenues may not be used for construction, 8 

debt service 9 

 10 
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And the title is amended as follows: 12 

Delete line 10 13 

and insert: 14 

may be used for construction of dormitories; 15 



Florida Senate - 2024 SB 222 

 

 

  

By Senator Rodriguez 

 

 

 

 

 

40-00365A-24 2024222__ 

 Page 1 of 2  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to college campus facilities in areas 2 

of critical state concern; amending s. 1013.40, F.S.; 3 

providing that beds for health care workers may be 4 

included in the construction of dormitories on the 5 

campus of a Florida College System institution; 6 

revising the number of beds that may be provided in 7 

such dormitories for employees, educators, health care 8 

workers, and first responders; revising which funds 9 

may not be used for construction of dormitories; 10 

providing an effective date. 11 

  12 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 13 

 14 

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 1013.40, Florida 15 

Statutes, is amended to read: 16 

1013.40 Planning and construction of Florida College System 17 

institution facilities; property acquisition.— 18 

(4) The campus of a Florida College System institution 19 

within a municipality designated as an area of critical state 20 

concern, as defined in s. 380.05, and having a comprehensive 21 

plan and land development regulations containing a building 22 

permit allocation system that limits annual growth, may 23 

construct dormitories for up to 340 beds for Florida College 24 

System institution students, and an additional 50 25 beds for 25 

employees, educators, health care workers, and first responders. 26 

Such dormitories are exempt from the building permit allocation 27 

system and may be constructed up to 60 feet in height if the 28 

dormitories are otherwise consistent with the comprehensive 29 
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plan, the Florida College System institution has a hurricane 30 

evacuation plan that requires all dormitory occupants to be 31 

evacuated 48 hours in advance of tropical storm-force winds, and 32 

transportation is provided for dormitory occupants during an 33 

evacuation. State appropriations funds and tuition and fee 34 

revenues may not be used for construction, debt service 35 

payments, maintenance, or operation of such dormitories. 36 

Additional dormitory beds constructed after July 1, 2016, may 37 

not be financed through the issuance of bonds by the Florida 38 

College System institution; however, bonds may be issued by 39 

nonpublic entities as part of a public-private partnership 40 

between the college and a nonpublic entity. 41 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024. 42 
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I. Summary: 

SB 282 modifies requirements for nonpublic religious postsecondary institutions. Specifically 

the bill: 

 Provides additional requirements for nonpublic religious postsecondary educational 

institutions to be exempt from the jurisdiction or purview of the Commission for Independent 

Education (commission). 

 Requires the commission to annually provide such institutions with a written notice of 

exemption from licensure and of compliance. 

 Provides requirements and penalties for noncompliance. 

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2024. 

II. Present Situation: 

The Commission for Independent Education 

The Commission for Independent Education (commission) was established in 2001 and is 

responsible for matters relating to nonpublic postsecondary educational institutions.1 The 

commission’s functions include consumer protection, program improvements, institutional 

policies and administration, data management, and the licensure of independent schools, 

colleges, and universities.2 

 

                                                 
1 Section 1005.21, F.S. The commission exercises duties formerly assigned to the State Board of Independent Colleges and 

Universities (s. 246.031, F.S. (2001)) and the State Board of Nonpublic Career Education (s. 246.205, F.S. (2001)).  
2 Section 1005.21, F.S., and Florida Department of Education, Commission for Independent Education, 

https://www.fldoe.org/policy/cie/ (last visited Jan. 5, 2024). 
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Licensure of Nonpublic Postsecondary Educational Institutions 

Each college or school operating within the state must obtain licensure from the commission 

unless the institution is not under the commission’s purview or jurisdiction as provided in law.3 

The commission has developed 12 standards by which to evaluate institutions for licensure.4 

 

Provisional Licensure is the first level of licensure obtained by an applicant and allows the 

institution to advertise, recruit students, accept fees and tuition from students, and hold classes. 

Provisional Licensure is granted when the commission has determined that an applicant is in 

substantial compliance with the standards for licensure. A Provisional License is typically 

granted for one year. The process to obtain Provisional Licensure for a new applicant normally 

takes six to twelve months.5 A provisional license may include conditions required by the 

commission and all conditions must be met before the institution may receive a different 

licensure status.6 

 

Annual Licensure is typically the second level of licensure obtained by an institution holding a 

Provisional License, or seeking renewal of an Annual License, when the commission has 

determined that an institution is in full compliance with the standards for licensure. An 

institution may continue to hold an Annual License as long as the institution remains in full 

compliance with the standards for licensure, does not undergo a substantive change, or meets the 

requirements and applies for a License by Means of Accreditation. An Annual License is 

typically granted for one year. Prior to the granting of an initial Annual License, a satisfactory 

on-site visit must occur. The process to obtain an initial Annual License or renewal of an Annual 

License normally takes three months from receipt of the Application for Annual License. 7 

 

Institutions that hold an Annual License may add new degrees, programs, or majors to their 

offerings or alter any licensed program by more than 20 percent since their last review, change 

the title of a program or the credential awarded, or discontinue a program upon approval by the 

commission.8 

 

Religious Institutions 

The commission does not have jurisdiction or purview over all nonpublic postsecondary 

educational institutions. Certain postsecondary educational institutions are exempt from licensure 

and jurisdiction under the commission.9 

 

                                                 
3 Sections 1005.31(1)(a) and 1005.06, F.S. 
4 Section 1005.31(1)(b), F.S. and Rule 6E-2.004, F.A.C. Standards include administrative organization, academic programs, 

admissions requirements, finances, faculty, library resources, facilities, student services, and advertising. 
5 Section 1005.31, F.S. and Florida Department of Education, 2021-2022 Commission for Independent Education Annual 

Report (2023), available at https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7748/urlt/2122annualreport.pdf at 15. 
6 Section 1005.31(5), F.S. 
7 Florida Department of Education, 2021-2022 Commission for Independent Education Annual Report (2023), available at 

https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7748/urlt/2122annualreport.pdf at 20. 
8 Id. 
9 Section 1005.06, F.S. These include public colleges and universities; institutions that are otherwise licensed, such as dental 

schools, midwifery schools, or real estate schools; institutions eligible for the Effective Access for Student Education tuition 

assistance program; continuing education programs; and religious institutions. Id. 
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Religious institutions are not under the jurisdiction or purview of the commission and are not 

required to obtain licensure.10 A religious college may operate without governmental oversight if 

the college annually verifies by sworn affidavit to the commission that:11 

o The name of the institution includes a religious modifier or the name of a religious 

patriarch, saint, person, or symbol of the church. 

o The institution offers only educational programs that prepare students for religious 

vocations as ministers, professionals, or laypersons in the categories of ministry, 

counseling, theology, education, administration, music, fine arts, media communications, 

or social work. 

o The titles of degrees issued by the institution cannot be confused with secular degree 

titles. For this purpose, each degree title must include a religious modifier that 

immediately precedes, or is included within, any of the following degrees: Associate of 

Arts, Associate of Science, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, Master of Arts, Master 

of Science, Doctor of Philosophy, and Doctor of Education. The religious modifier must 

be placed on the title line of the degree, on the transcript, and whenever the title of the 

degree appears in official school documents or publications. 

o The duration of all degree programs offered by the institution is consistent with the 

standards of the commission. 

o The institution’s consumer practices are consistent with those specified in law.12 

 

The commission may provide such a religious institution a letter stating that the institution has 

met the requirements specified in law and is not subject to governmental oversight. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill amends s. 1005.06, F.S., to shift to a new statutory provision the exemption of religious 

colleges from the jurisdiction or purview of the Commission for Independent Education 

(commission). 

 

The bill creates s. 1005.12, F.S., to provide additional requirements that must be met by 

nonpublic religious postsecondary educational institutions, such as religious colleges, to operate 

without being licensed by the commission. Such institutions must meet two or more of the 

following criteria: 

 Be incorporated in this state. 

 Be a limited liability company in this state. 

 Be under a domestic or foreign corporation registered in this state. 

 Be a ministry under an entity with an Internal Revenue Service taxpayer identification 

number. 

 Be tax exempt under s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 Be registered under a fictitious name in this state under one of the entities specified in the 

previous criteria. 

 

                                                 
10 Section 1005.06(1)(f), F.S. and Rule 6E-5.001, F.A.C. 
11 Id. 
12 Section 1005.04, F.S. 
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The bill maintains current law that allows such institutions to operate exempt from licensure in 

the state by requiring the institution to annually provide the commission by sworn affidavit, 

either electronically or in print, all of the following information or affirmations: 

 The name of the institution, which must include a religious modifier or the name of a 

religious patriarch, saint, person, or symbol of the church. 

 That the institution offers only educational programs that prepare students for religious 

vocations as ministers, professionals, or laypersons in the categories of ministry, counseling, 

theology, education, administration, business, accounting, finance, music, fine arts, media, 

social work, or communications. 

 The titles of any of the following degrees conferred by the institution, which must include a 

religious modifier on the title line of the degree, on the transcript, and whenever the title of 

the degree appears in the institution’s official documents or publications: 

o Associate of Arts. 

o Associate of Science. 

o Bachelor of Arts. 

o Bachelor of Science. 

o Master of Arts. 

o Master of Science. 

o Doctor of Philosophy. 

o Doctor of Education. 

 That the duration of all degree programs offered by the institution is consistent with the 

standards of the commission. 

 That the institution’s consumer practices are consistent with those specified in law.13 

 

Instead of commission discretion in providing a letter that an institution has met the requirements 

in law, the bill requires the commission to annually provide the nonpublic religious 

postsecondary educational institutions with a written notice of exemption from licensure and of 

compliance with the requirements specified in law. The bill specifies that the written notice from 

the previous year remains effective until the commission’s workload permits its appropriate 

adjudication of a subsequent year’s sworn affidavit submitted by the institution. 

 

The bill provides two verification methods to determine compliance by the nonpublic religious 

postsecondary educational institution: 

 A finding of compliance by the commission after the institution submits the required 

documentation in print or electronically. 

 A finding of compliance by a religious nongovernmental education association based in the 

state which the commission may cooperate with to administer its duties under this section. 

 

To issue a finding of compliance, the bill requires the religious nongovernmental education 

association approved by the commission to: 

o Operate in the state and require its members to reside in the state. 

o Ensure that its members are trained by the association to verify compliance under this 

section. 

o Have a review team composed of at least three members, of which no more than two 

members may derive income from the same institution as one another. 

                                                 
13 Section 1005.04, F.S. 
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o Prohibit a member of the review team from deriving income from the institution being 

reviewed. 

o Annually submit to the commission, on behalf of the institution being reviewed, a sworn 

affidavit designating the association as the institution’s agent to represent it before the 

commission and a written notice from the association’s review team affirming the 

institution’s compliance with this section. 

 

The bill provides that if a nonpublic religious postsecondary educational institution has received 

from the commission a written notice of compliance and exemption from licensure, and the 

institution subsequently fails to comply, the commission is required to send the institution a 

notice of noncompliance, and the institution is required to do one of the following: 

 Apply for a license from the commission within 45 days after issuance of the notice. 

 Cease operating in this state within 45 days after issuance of the notice. 

 

If the institution fails to take the specified actions for noncompliance, the bill requires the 

employee or agent of the institution who produced the sworn affidavit to be subject to criminal 

penalties for making a false statement on a sworn affidavit. 

 

The bill authorizes the commission to take action if an exempt institution is later found to be out 

of compliance, either through a finding by the institution, or upon receiving written notices from 

two or more different nonpublic religious postsecondary educational institutions that the 

institution in question has failed to meet the specified requirements. 

 

The bill also includes a number of conforming cross-references. 

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2024. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

None. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 553.865, 1005.03, 

1005.04, 1005.06, 1005.21, and 1005.31. 

This bill creates section 1005.12 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to nonpublic religious postsecondary 2 

educational institutions; amending s. 1005.06, F.S.; 3 

removing religious colleges from the list of 4 

institutions specified as not being under the 5 

jurisdiction or purview of the Commission for 6 

Independent Education; creating s. 1005.12, F.S.; 7 

providing requirements that must be met by nonpublic 8 

religious postsecondary educational institutions that 9 

operate without being licensed by the commission; 10 

requiring such institutions to provide a sworn 11 

affidavit with specified information to the 12 

commission; requiring the commission to provide such 13 

institutions annually with a written notice of 14 

exemption from licensure and of compliance; providing 15 

methods for verifying such compliance; authorizing a 16 

religious nongovernmental education association to 17 

cooperate with the commission to determine whether a 18 

nonpublic religious postsecondary educational 19 

institution is in compliance; providing requirements 20 

for such associations; requiring the commission to 21 

send a specified notice to nonpublic religious 22 

postsecondary educational institutions under certain 23 

circumstances; providing that noncompliant 24 

institutions must apply for a license or cease 25 

operations within a specified timeframe; requiring 26 

that the employee or agent of the noncompliant 27 

institution who produced the sworn affidavit be 28 

subject to criminal penalties under certain 29 
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circumstances; authorizing the commission to take 30 

action for noncompliance if certain conditions are 31 

met; amending ss. 553.865, 1005.03, 1005.04, 1005.21, 32 

and 1005.31, F.S.; conforming cross-references; 33 

providing an effective date. 34 

  35 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 36 

 37 

Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section 38 

1005.06, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 39 

1005.06 Institutions not under the jurisdiction or purview 40 

of the commission.— 41 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in law, the following 42 

institutions are not under the jurisdiction or purview of the 43 

commission and are not required to obtain licensure: 44 

(f) A religious college may operate without governmental 45 

oversight if the college annually verifies by sworn affidavit to 46 

the commission that: 47 

1. The name of the institution includes a religious 48 

modifier or the name of a religious patriarch, saint, person, or 49 

symbol of the church. 50 

2. The institution offers only educational programs that 51 

prepare students for religious vocations as ministers, 52 

professionals, or laypersons in the categories of ministry, 53 

counseling, theology, education, administration, music, fine 54 

arts, media communications, or social work. 55 

3. The titles of degrees issued by the institution cannot 56 

be confused with secular degree titles. For this purpose, each 57 

degree title must include a religious modifier that immediately 58 
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precedes, or is included within, any of the following degrees: 59 

Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, Bachelor of Arts, 60 

Bachelor of Science, Master of Arts, Master of Science, Doctor 61 

of Philosophy, and Doctor of Education. The religious modifier 62 

must be placed on the title line of the degree, on the 63 

transcript, and whenever the title of the degree appears in 64 

official school documents or publications. 65 

4. The duration of all degree programs offered by the 66 

institution is consistent with the standards of the commission. 67 

5. The institution’s consumer practices are consistent with 68 

those required by s. 1005.04. 69 

 70 

The commission may provide such a religious institution a letter 71 

stating that the institution has met the requirements of state 72 

law and is not subject to governmental oversight. 73 

Section 2. Section 1005.12, Florida Statutes, is created to 74 

read: 75 

1005.12 Nonpublic religious postsecondary educational 76 

institutions.— 77 

(1) Nonpublic religious postsecondary educational 78 

institutions, such as religious colleges, operating under this 79 

section without licensure are required to meet two or more of 80 

the following criteria: 81 

(a) Be incorporated in this state. 82 

(b) Be a limited liability company in this state. 83 

(c) Be under a domestic or foreign corporation registered 84 

in this state. 85 

(d) Be a ministry under an entity with an Internal Revenue 86 

Service taxpayer identification number. 87 
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(e) Be tax exempt under s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal 88 

Revenue Code. 89 

(f) Be registered under a fictitious name in this state 90 

under one of the entities specified in paragraphs (a)-(e). 91 

(2) A nonpublic religious postsecondary educational 92 

institution may operate exempt from licensure in this state if 93 

the institution annually provides to the commission by sworn 94 

affidavit, either electronically or in print, all of the 95 

following information or affirmations: 96 

(a) The name of the institution, which must include a 97 

religious modifier or the name of a religious patriarch, saint, 98 

person, or symbol of the church. 99 

(b) That the institution offers only educational programs 100 

that prepare students for religious vocations as ministers, 101 

professionals, or laypersons in the categories of ministry, 102 

counseling, theology, education, administration, business, 103 

accounting, finance, music, fine arts, media, social work, or 104 

communications. 105 

(c) The titles of any of the following degrees conferred by 106 

the institution, which must include a religious modifier on the 107 

title line of the degree, on the transcript, and whenever the 108 

title of the degree appears in the institution’s official 109 

documents or publications: 110 

1. Associate of Arts. 111 

2. Associate of Science. 112 

3. Bachelor of Arts. 113 

4. Bachelor of Science. 114 

5. Master of Arts. 115 

6. Master of Science. 116 
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7. Doctor of Philosophy. 117 

8. Doctor of Education. 118 

(d) That the duration of all degree programs offered by the 119 

institution is consistent with the standards of the commission. 120 

(e) That the institution’s consumer practices are 121 

consistent with those required by s. 1005.04. 122 

(3) The commission shall annually provide the nonpublic 123 

religious postsecondary educational institution with a written 124 

notice stating that the institution is exempt from licensure and 125 

has complied with the requirements of this section. The written 126 

notice from the previous year remains effective until the 127 

commission’s workload permits its appropriate adjudication of a 128 

subsequent year’s sworn affidavit submitted by the institution. 129 

(4) Verification of the nonpublic religious postsecondary 130 

educational institution’s compliance with this section may be 131 

accomplished by one of the following methods: 132 

(a) A finding of compliance by the commission after the 133 

institution submits the required documentation in print or 134 

electronically. 135 

(b) A finding of compliance by a religious nongovernmental 136 

education association based in this state which the commission 137 

may cooperate with pursuant to s. 1005.22(1)(g) to administer 138 

its duties under this section. In order to issue a finding of 139 

compliance, a religious nongovernmental education association 140 

approved by the commission must: 141 

1. Operate in this state and require its members to reside 142 

in this state. 143 

2. Ensure that its members are trained by the association 144 

to verify compliance under this section. 145 
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3. Have a review team composed of at least three members, 146 

of which no more than two members may derive income from the 147 

same institution as one another. 148 

4. Prohibit a member of the review team from deriving 149 

income from the institution being reviewed. 150 

5. Annually submit to the commission, on behalf of the 151 

institution being reviewed, a sworn affidavit designating the 152 

association as the institution’s agent to represent it before 153 

the commission and a written notice from the association’s 154 

review team affirming the institution’s compliance with this 155 

section. 156 

(5) If a nonpublic religious postsecondary educational 157 

institution has received from the commission a written notice of 158 

compliance with this section and exemption from licensure, and 159 

the institution subsequently fails to comply, the commission 160 

must send the institution a notice of noncompliance, and the 161 

institution must do one of the following: 162 

(a) Apply for a license pursuant to s. 1005.31(1)(a) within 163 

45 days after issuance of the notice. 164 

(b) Cease operating in this state within 45 days after 165 

issuance of the notice. 166 

(6) If the institution does not take the specified actions 167 

pursuant to subsection (5), the employee or agent of the 168 

institution who produced the sworn affidavit is subject to the 169 

penalties provided in s. 837.012 for making a false statement on 170 

a sworn affidavit. 171 

(7) The commission may take action pursuant to subsection 172 

(5) upon a finding of noncompliance by the institution, or upon 173 

receiving written notices from two or more different nonpublic 174 
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religious postsecondary educational institutions under this 175 

section that the institution in question has failed to meet the 176 

requirements of this section. 177 

Section 3. Paragraph (i) of subsection (3) of section 178 

553.865, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 179 

553.865 Private spaces.— 180 

(3) As used in this section, the term: 181 

(i) “Postsecondary educational institution or facility” 182 

means: 183 

1. A state university as defined in s. 1000.21(8); 184 

2. A Florida College System institution as defined in s. 185 

1000.21(5); 186 

3. A school district career center as described in s. 187 

1001.44(3); 188 

4. A college or university licensed by the Commission for 189 

Independent Education pursuant to s. 1005.31(1)(a); or 190 

5. An institution not under the jurisdiction or purview of 191 

the commission as identified in s. 1005.06(1) or s. 1005.12 s. 192 

1005.06(1)(b)-(f). 193 

Section 4. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section 194 

1005.03, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 195 

1005.03 Designation “college” or “university.”— 196 

(1) The use of the designation “college” or “university” in 197 

combination with any series of letters, numbers, or words is 198 

restricted in this state to colleges or universities as defined 199 

in s. 1005.02 that offer degrees as defined in s. 1005.02 and 200 

fall into at least one of the following categories: 201 

(e) A college that meets the description of either s. 202 

1005.06(1)(e) or s. 1005.12 (f). 203 
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Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 1005.04, Florida 204 

Statutes, is amended to read: 205 

1005.04 Fair consumer practices.— 206 

(1) Every institution that is under the jurisdiction of the 207 

commission or is exempt from the jurisdiction or purview of the 208 

commission pursuant to s. 1005.06(1)(c) or s. 1005.12 (f) and 209 

that either directly or indirectly solicits for enrollment any 210 

student shall: 211 

(a) Disclose to each prospective student a statement of the 212 

purpose of such institution, its educational programs and 213 

curricula, a description of its physical facilities, its status 214 

regarding licensure, its fee schedule and policies regarding 215 

retaining student fees if a student withdraws, and a statement 216 

regarding the transferability of credits to and from other 217 

institutions. The institution shall make the required 218 

disclosures in writing at least 1 week prior to enrollment or 219 

collection of any tuition from the prospective student. The 220 

required disclosures may be made in the institution’s current 221 

catalog; 222 

(b) Use a reliable method to assess, before accepting a 223 

student into a program, the student’s ability to complete 224 

successfully the course of study for which he or she has 225 

applied; 226 

(c) Inform each student accurately about financial 227 

assistance and obligations for repayment of loans; describe any 228 

employment placement services provided and the limitations 229 

thereof; and refrain from promising or implying guaranteed 230 

placement, market availability, or salary amounts; 231 

(d) Provide to prospective and enrolled students accurate 232 
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information regarding the relationship of its programs to state 233 

licensure requirements for practicing related occupations and 234 

professions in Florida; 235 

(e) Ensure that all advertisements are accurate and not 236 

misleading; 237 

(f) Publish and follow an equitable prorated refund policy 238 

for all students, and follow both the federal refund guidelines 239 

for students receiving federal financial assistance and the 240 

minimum refund guidelines set by commission rule; 241 

(g) Follow the requirements of state and federal laws that 242 

require annual reporting with respect to crime statistics and 243 

physical plant safety and make those reports available to the 244 

public; 245 

(h) Publish and follow procedures for handling student 246 

complaints, disciplinary actions, and appeals; and 247 

(i) Prior to enrollment, provide a written disclosure to a 248 

student or prospective student of all fees and costs that will 249 

be incurred by a student, the institution’s refund policy, any 250 

exit examination requirements, and the grade point average 251 

required for completion of the student’s program or degree. The 252 

disclosure shall include a statement regarding the scope of 253 

accreditation, if applicable. Institutions licensed by the 254 

Commission for Independent Education shall disclose the 255 

information required pursuant to this paragraph in a format 256 

prescribed by the commission. 257 

Section 6. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section 258 

1005.21, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 259 

1005.21 Commission for Independent Education.— 260 

(2) The Commission for Independent Education shall consist 261 
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of seven members who are residents of this state. The commission 262 

shall function in matters concerning independent postsecondary 263 

educational institutions in consumer protection, program 264 

improvement, and licensure for institutions under its purview. 265 

The Governor shall appoint the members of the commission who are 266 

subject to confirmation by the Senate. The membership of the 267 

commission shall consist of: 268 

(d) One representative of a college that meets the criteria 269 

of s. 1005.12 s. 1005.06(1)(f). 270 

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and subsection 271 

(11) of section 1005.31, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 272 

1005.31 Licensure of institutions.— 273 

(1)(a) Each college or school operating within this state 274 

must obtain licensure from the commission unless the institution 275 

is not under the commission’s purview or jurisdiction as 276 

provided in s. 1005.06, or the institution meets the 277 

requirements of s. 1005.12. 278 

(11) The commission shall establish minimum standards for 279 

the approval of agents. The commission may adopt rules to ensure 280 

that licensed agents meet these standards and uphold the intent 281 

of this chapter. An agent may not solicit prospective students 282 

in this state for enrollment in any independent postsecondary 283 

educational institution under the commission’s purview or in any 284 

out-of-state independent postsecondary educational institution 285 

unless the agent has received a license as prescribed by the 286 

commission or solicits for a postsecondary educational 287 

institution that is not under the jurisdiction of the commission 288 

pursuant to s. 1005.06(1)(g) s. 1005.06(1)(h). 289 

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024. 290 
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Talk Sheet for Senate Bill 282 - Dr. Gene Youngblood

Mr. Chairman, my name is Dr. Gene Youngblood and l'm a former Commissioner with the
Commission for lndependent Education.

I have extensive Christian education training having earned accredited, Bachelor, Master
of Divinity, and Doctor degrees.

My educational service consists of, developing and operating Conservative Christian Academy
1989 to 2006, serving as regent of Luther Rice University and associate adjunct professor of Old

Testament, and leading Conservative Theological University since 1991to present.

ll want to thank Sen. Ana Maria Rodriguez for her sponsorship of this important legislation - thank

you, Senator.

l'm here today to express my support for SB 282 because, as a former Commissioner with the ClE,

I can state without hesitation that if the CIE had the tools this bill provides, it could have been

able to do a more effective job of protecting consumers in this sector of higher education for

which the CIE is responsible.

During my years as a Commissioner with the ClE, I saw firsthand how the statutorily-required

sworn affidavit that must be submitted by these types of institutions were summarily 'rubber-

stamped' and sent back to the institution with the qualifier, and I quote: "your institution is not

su bject to govern mental oversight".

ln other words, the State of Florida was operating on the 'honor' system when it came to

protecting Florida's students attending these types of institutions instead of actually verifying

whether or not the sworn affidavit the institution had submitted was true. And that's just for

those schools who submit the affidavit.

So better enforcement by the State of Florida is one issue the bill addresses. Better compliance

by the institutions is the other; equally important issue this bill addresses.
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By creating a critical compliance pathway for institutions who belong to a membership

association, this bill compels greater participation among all institutions while also enabling the

State of Florida to better quantifo how many of these types of institutions exist in our state.

Through better state enforcement and better institutional compliance, Florida's students can and

will be better protected, thanks to SB 282.
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I. Summary: 

SB 522 changes the name of “Tallahassee Community College” to “Tallahassee State College.” 

 

There may be costs associated with the name change, such as those related to signage, 

publication, documentation, advertising, and other related items. See Section V. 

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2024. 

II. Present Situation: 

Florida College System 

The Florida Constitution provides for a single state college system comprised of all public 

community and state colleges in the state.1 This system is known as the Florida College System 

(FCS) and is comprised of 28 institutions.2 The purpose of the FCS is to maximize open access 

for students, respond to community needs for postsecondary academic education, and career 

degree education.3 Each FCS institution is governed by a local board of trustees.4 The Florida 

College System is supervised by the State Board of Education (SBE).5 

 

                                                 
1 FLA. CONST. art. IX, s. 8(a).  
2 Section 1000.21(5), F.S. 
3 Section 1004.65(4) and (5), F.S. 
4 FLA. CONST. art. IX, s. 8(b) and (c).  
5 FLA. CONST. art. IX, s. 8(d). 

REVISED:         
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Tallahassee Community College 

Tallahassee Community College (TCC) opened in 1966 as “Tallahassee Junior College.”6 In 

1970, the college’s name was changed to Tallahassee Community College to better reflect its 

community orientation and involvement.7 TCC is accredited by the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACS) to award associate’s and baccalaureate 

degrees.8 TCC offers baccalaureate degrees in the following programs: nursing; business 

administration; elementary education; and exceptional student education. 

 

Florida College System Institution Name Change 

With the approval of its board of trustees, an FCS institution may change the institution’s name 

and use the designation “college” or “state college” if it has been authorized by the SBE to grant 

baccalaureate degrees and has been accredited as a baccalaureate-degree-granting institution by 

an accrediting agency or association recognized by the United States Department of Education 

(USDOE).9 

 

With the approval of its board of trustees, an FCS institution that either has not been authorized 

to grant baccalaureate degrees or has not been accredited as a baccalaureate-degree-granting 

institution by an accrediting agency or association recognized by the USDOE may request 

approval from the SBE to change the institution’s name and use the designation “college.”10 The 

SBE may approve the request if the FCS institution enters into an agreement with the SBE to do 

the following: 

 Maintain as its primary mission responsibility for responding to community needs for 

postsecondary academic education and career degree education. 

 Maintain an open-door admissions policy for associate-level degree programs and workforce 

education programs. 

 Continue to provide outreach to underserved populations. 

 Continue to provide remedial education. 

 Comply with all provisions of the statewide articulation agreement that relate to 2-year and 

4-year public degree-granting institutions as adopted by the SBE. 

 

A district board of trustees that approves a change to the name of an institution must seek 

statutory codification of such name change during the next regular legislative session.11 

                                                 
6 Tallahassee Community College, Memorandum, Renaming of Tallahassee Community College (Nov. 14, 2023), available 

at https://www.tcc.fl.edu/media/divisions/board-of-trustees-documents/2023/november/District-Board-of-Trustees-Packet-

Document.pdf. 
7 Id. 
8 Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, Commission on Colleges, Tallahassee Community College, 

https://sacscoc.org/institutions/?institution_name=Tallahassee+COmmunity+COllege&results_per_page=25&curpage=1&ins

titution=0011N00001h9EGAQA2 (last visited Jan. 3, 2024). 
9 Section 1001.60(2)(b)1., F.S. 
10 Section 1001.60(2)(b)2., F.S. 
11 Section 1001.60(2)(c), F.S. 
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Tallahassee Community College Name Change 

In June 2023, TCC convened a task force to begin the process of seeking a name change and 

rebrand for the institution.12 The task force included internal representatives from each division 

of the college, a staff council, members of the Faculty Senate, Alumni and Friends Association, 

and Student Government Association.13 Through a competitive bidding process, the task force 

also hired a consulting firm to assist the process by:14 

 Providing a report that evaluates TCC’s current brand through research, surveys, and focus 

groups. 

 Developing and testing a new name and logo, if applicable, that keeps with TCC’s mission 

and vision, reflects the already-defined brand position, and helps to improve its position and 

strength in the market. 

 Developing primary logo variations and additional branding for departments and initiatives. 

 Providing a rebrand communications strategy and implementation plan for execution by the 

task force. 

 

As a result of the research conducted and report provided by the consulting firm, the task force 

provided recommendations for evaluation to the president of TCC, who then provided his 

recommendation to the TCC Board of Trustees.15 On November 14, 2023, the TCC Board of 

Trustees approved the president’s recommendation to change TCC’s name to “Tallahassee State 

College.” 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill changes the name of “Tallahassee Community College” to “Tallahassee State College.” 

As Tallahassee Community College (TCC) is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges 

and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACS) as a baccalaureate-degree-granting institution and 

the TCC Board of Trustees has approved the name change, TCC has met the statutory criteria to 

seek a name change from the Legislature.16 

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2024. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

                                                 
12 Tallahassee Community College, Memorandum, Renaming of Tallahassee Community College (Nov. 14, 2023), available 

at https://www.tcc.fl.edu/media/divisions/board-of-trustees-documents/2023/november/District-Board-of-Trustees-Packet-

Document.pdf. 
13 Id. 
14 Id. 
15 Tallahassee Community College, Memorandum, Renaming of Tallahassee Community College (Nov. 14, 2023), available 

at https://www.tcc.fl.edu/media/divisions/board-of-trustees-documents/2023/november/District-Board-of-Trustees-Packet-

Document.pdf. 
16 Id. 



BILL: SB 522   Page 4 

 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

There may be costs associated with the name change, such as those related to signage, 

publication, documentation, advertising, and other related items. These costs are 

estimated at approximately $500,000, will be absorbed by the institution, and expended 

over two fiscal years.17 

 

The name change and rebrand may also have an indeterminate positive fiscal impact as it 

may lead to an increase in enrollment, particularly in its baccalaureate programs. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

                                                 
17 Tallahassee Community College, Memorandum, Renaming of Tallahassee Community College (Nov. 14, 2023), available 

at https://www.tcc.fl.edu/media/divisions/board-of-trustees-documents/2023/november/District-Board-of-Trustees-Packet-

Document.pdf. 



BILL: SB 522   Page 5 

 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends section 1000.21 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to Tallahassee Community College; 2 

amending s. 1000.21, F.S.; renaming the college as 3 

“Tallahassee State College”; providing an effective 4 

date. 5 

  6 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 7 

 8 

Section 1. Paragraph (aa) of subsection (5) of section 9 

1000.21, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 10 

1000.21 Systemwide definitions.—As used in the Florida 11 

Early Learning-20 Education Code: 12 

(5) “Florida College System institution” except as 13 

otherwise specifically provided, includes all of the following 14 

public postsecondary educational institutions in the Florida 15 

College System and any branch campuses, centers, or other 16 

affiliates of the institution: 17 

(aa) Tallahassee State Community College, which serves 18 

Gadsden, Leon, and Wakulla Counties. 19 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024. 20 
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I. Summary: 

SB 622 removes the requirement that students who enroll in a career and technical education 

program that is at least 450 hours must complete an examination of basic skills within the first 

six weeks of admission to the program. The bill also authorizes district school boards and Florida 

College System institutions to report for workforce and performance funding students in a career 

dual enrollment program who have not completed the basic skills assessment. 

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2024. 

II. Present Situation: 

Requirements for Career Education Basic Skills 

Each career and technical education (CTE) career certificate program, 450 clock hours or longer, 

includes associated basic academic skills (reading, mathematics, and language) that are required 

for completion from each CTE program. For the purpose of CTE and basic skills requirements, 

completion is accomplished when a student has demonstrated mastery of the entire program’s 

standards and benchmarks and receives a Career Certificate of Completion.1  

 

Students who enroll in a program offered for career credit of 450 hours or more must complete 

an entry-level examination within the first six weeks after admission into the program.2 The State 

Board of Education (SBE) designates examinations to assess student mastery of basic skills, 

which include the following:3  

                                                 
1 Florida Department of Education, Career and Technical Education, 2019-2020 Technical Assistance Paper, CTE Basic 

Skills Assessment Requirements (Mar. 2020), available at https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5398/urlt/basic-skill-tap-

att1.pdf, at 2. The basic skills are exit, not entry requirements. 
2 Section 1004.91(2), F.S. 
3 Rule 6A-10.040(1), F.A.C. 

REVISED:         
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 Tests of Adult Basic Education (TABE), Forms 11 and 12, 2017; 

 Demonstration of basic communication and computation skills;4 

 Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment System (CASAS), GOALS 900 Series, 2019;  

 2014 GED® Tests: Reasoning through Language Arts and Mathematical Reasoning where a 

minimum score as determined by the SBE has been attained on each test;5 and 

 A test adopted by the Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission, used for 

admission into law enforcement or corrections training programs.6 

 

Any student who lacks the required level of basic skills for the career program must be provided 

with a structured program of basic skills instruction to correct deficiencies.7 A student may not 

receive a career or technical certificate of completion without first demonstrating the basic skills 

required in the state curriculum frameworks for the career education program.8 

 

An adult with a disability9 may be exempted from the basic skills assessment requirement. In 

addition, the following students are exempt from taking the initial basic skills assessment:10 

 A student who possesses a college degree at the associate in applied science level or higher. 

 A student who demonstrates readiness for public postsecondary education in communication 

and computation specified in SBE rule.11 

 A student who passes a specified state, national or industry certification or licensure 

examination that is aligned to the career education program.12 

 An adult student who is enrolled in an apprenticeship program that is registered with the 

Department of Education. 

 

Funding for Workforce Education Programs 

Workforce education means adult general education or career education and may consist of a 

continuing workforce education course or a program of study leading to an occupational 

                                                 
4 The SBE determines the acceptable methods of demonstrating basic communication and computation skills. Methods 

include, but are not limited to, achieving a specified score on a common placement test such as the Postsecondary Education 

Readiness Test, the SAT, and the ACT, or specified performance in high school coursework. See Rule 6A-10.0315, F.A.C. 
5 A student must attain a minimum score of 145 on Reasoning through Language Arts and Mathematical Reasoning. Rule 

6A-6.0201, F.A.C. 
6 Applicants who apply for entry into a Commission-approved Basic Recruit Training Program are required to obtain a 

passing score on a Commission-approved Basic Abilities Test for the law enforcement or correctional disciplines, prior to 

entering a program. Rule 11B-35.0011, F.A.C. 
7 Section 1004.91(2), F.S. See also Rule 6A-10.040, F.A.C. 
8 Section 1004.91(2), F.S. 
9 An adult with disability means an individual who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more 

major life activities, has a record of such impairment, or is regarded as having such an impairment, and who requires 

modifications to the educational program, adaptive equipment, or specialized instructional methods and services in order to 

participate in workforce development programs that lead to competitive employment. Section 1004.02(6), F.S. 
10 Section 1004.91(3), F.S. 
11 Rule 6A-10.0315, F.A.C. 
12 Section 943.17(1)(g), F.S, requires students in a career certificate program in law enforcement and corrections to complete 

a basic skills examination, based on FDLE rather than SBE standards, prior to entrance into the program. Law enforcement 

and correctional officer students are exempt from the basic skills requirement in s. 1004.91, F.S., because such students are 

required to pass the State Officer Certification Examination. Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 2024 FDLE 

Legislative Bill Analysis of SB 622 (Dec. 8, 2023), at 2. 
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completion point,13 a career certificate, an applied technology diploma, a career degree, or a 

registered apprenticeship certificate of completion.14 Workforce education includes:15 

 Adult general education programs.16 

 Career certificate programs.17 

 Applied technology diploma programs.18 

 Continuing workforce education courses.19 

 Degree career education programs.20 

 Apprenticeship and preapprenticeship programs.21  

 

Any workforce education program may be conducted by a Florida College System institution or 

a school district career center, as approved by the SBE.22 

 

State funding for workforce education programs is calculated based on weighted student 

enrollment and program costs, minus tuition and fee revenues, and including various 

supplemental cost factors.23 Performance funding for workforce education programs in school 

districts and Florida College System institutions is established in the General Appropriations 

Act.24 Workforce education performance funding is based on student completion of 

postsecondary industry certifications identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding 

List.25 

 

                                                 
13 An occupational completion point is the occupational competencies that qualify a person to enter an occupation that is 

linked to a career and technical program. 
14 Section 1004.02(25), F.S. 
15 Section 1011.80(1), F.S. 
16 “Adult general education” means comprehensive instructional programs designed to improve the employability of the 

state’s workforce through adult basic education, adult secondary education, English for Speakers of Other Languages, applied 

academics for adult education instruction, and instruction for adults with disabilities. Section 1004.02(3), F.S. 
17 “Career certificate program” means a course of study that leads to at least one occupational completion point. The program 

may also confer credit that may articulate with a diploma or career degree education program Section 1004.02(20), F.S. 
18 Applied technology diploma program means a course of study that is part of a technical degree program, is less than 60 

credit hours, and leads to employment in a specific occupation. An applied technology diploma program may consist of either 

technical credit or college credit. Section 1004.02(7), F.S. 
19 “Continuing workforce education” means instruction that does not result in a registered apprenticeship certificate of 

completion, technical certificate, diploma, associate in applied science degree, or associate in science degree. Section 

1004.02(12), F.S. 
20 A degree career education program is a course of study that leads to an associate in applied science degree or an associate 

in science degree. Section 1004.02(13), F.S. 
21 Preapprentice means any person 16 years of age or over engaged in any course of instruction in the public school system or 

elsewhere, which course is registered as a preapprenticeship program with the department. Apprentice means a person at least 

16 years of age who is engaged in learning a recognized skilled trade through actual work experience under the supervision 

of journeyworker craftspersons, which training should be combined with properly coordinated studies of related technical and 

supplementary subjects, and who has entered into a written agreement, which may be cited as an apprentice agreement, with 

a registered apprenticeship sponsor who may be either an employer, an association of employers, or a local joint 

apprenticeship committee. Section 446.021(1)-(2), F.S. 
22 Section 1011.80(2), F.S. 
23 Section 1011.80(6)(b), F.S. Continuing workforce education programs provided by district school boards or Florida 

College System institutions must be fully supported by fees. Section 1011.80(6)(a), F.S. For fee-exempt students (e.g., 

students in an apprenticeship program), state funding is 100 percent of the average cost of instruction. Section 1011.80(6)(c), 

F.S. 
24 Section 1011.80(7)(b), F.S. 
25 Id. The CAPE Industry Certification Funding List is annually adopted by the SBE pursuant to s. 1008.44, F.S. 
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A high school student dually enrolled26 in a workforce education program operated by a Florida 

College System institution or school district career center generates the amount calculated for 

workforce education funding, including any payment of performance funding, and the 

proportional share of full-time equivalent enrollment generated through the Florida Education 

Finance Program for the student’s enrollment in a high school.27 However, a student may not be 

reported for funding in a dual enrollment workforce education program unless the student has 

completed the basic skills assessment required in law.28 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill modifies s. 1004.91, F.S., to remove the requirement that students who enroll in a career 

and technical education program that is at least 450 hours must complete an examination of basic 

skills within the first six weeks of admission to the program. The bill, however, does not remove 

the specified exemptions from the basic skills assessment requirements.  

 

The bill modifies s. 1011.80, F.S., to authorize a district school board and Florida College 

System institution to report for workforce and performance funding a student in a career dual 

enrollment program who has not completed the basic skills assessment. 

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2024. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

                                                 
26 The dual enrollment program is the enrollment of an eligible secondary student or home education student in a 

postsecondary course creditable toward high school completion and a career certificate or an associate or baccalaureate 

degree. Section 1007.271(1), F.S. 
27 Section 1011.80(10), F.S. 
28 Id. 
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The bill does not require appropriation of additional state funds. However, the bill may 

reallocate funds to those school districts and Florida College System institutions with 

relatively more students who are unable to complete a basic skills assessment but 

successfully complete dual enrollment coursework in workforce education programs. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1004.91 and 

1011.80. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to requirements for career education 2 

program basic skills; amending s. 1004.91, F.S.; 3 

deleting a requirement that certain postsecondary 4 

students complete an entry-level examination; deleting 5 

a requirement that the State Board of Education 6 

designate examinations to assess student mastery of 7 

basic skills; deleting a requirement that students who 8 

lack the required basic skills be referred to 9 

specified instruction or education; deleting a 10 

requirement that a student demonstrate specified basic 11 

skills in order to receive a career or technical 12 

certificate of completion; amending s. 1011.80, F.S.; 13 

conforming a provision to changes made by the act; 14 

providing an effective date. 15 

  16 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 17 

 18 

Section 1. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 1004.91, 19 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 20 

1004.91 Requirements for career education program basic 21 

skills.— 22 

(2) Students who enroll in a program offered for career 23 

credit of 450 hours or more shall complete an entry-level 24 

examination within the first 6 weeks after admission into the 25 

program. The State Board of Education shall designate 26 

examinations that are currently in existence, the results of 27 

which are comparable across institutions, to assess student 28 

mastery of basic skills. Any student found to lack the required 29 
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level of basic skills for such program shall be referred to 30 

applied academics instruction or another adult general education 31 

program for a structured program of basic skills instruction. 32 

Such instruction may include English for speakers of other 33 

languages. A student may not receive a career or technical 34 

certificate of completion without first demonstrating the basic 35 

skills required in the state curriculum frameworks for the 36 

career education program. 37 

(2)(a)(3)(a) An adult student with a disability may be 38 

exempted from this section. 39 

(b) The following students are exempt from this section: 40 

1. A student who possesses a college degree at the 41 

associate in applied science level or higher. 42 

2. A student who demonstrates readiness for public 43 

postsecondary education pursuant to s. 1008.30 and applicable 44 

rules adopted by the State Board of Education. 45 

3. A student who passes a state or national industry 46 

certification or licensure examination that is identified in 47 

State Board of Education rules and aligned to the career 48 

education program in which the student is enrolled. 49 

4. An adult student who is enrolled in an apprenticeship 50 

program that is registered with the Department of Education in 51 

accordance with chapter 446. 52 

Section 2. Subsection (10) of section 1011.80, Florida 53 

Statutes, is amended to read: 54 

1011.80 Funds for operation of workforce education 55 

programs.— 56 

(10) A high school student dually enrolled under s. 57 

1007.271 in a workforce education program operated by a Florida 58 
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College System institution or school district career center 59 

generates the amount calculated for workforce education funding, 60 

including any payment of performance funding, and the 61 

proportional share of full-time equivalent enrollment generated 62 

through the Florida Education Finance Program for the student’s 63 

enrollment in a high school. If a high school student is dually 64 

enrolled in a Florida College System institution program, 65 

including a program conducted at a high school, the Florida 66 

College System institution earns the funds generated for 67 

workforce education funding, and the school district earns the 68 

proportional share of full-time equivalent funding from the 69 

Florida Education Finance Program. If a student is dually 70 

enrolled in a career center operated by the same district as the 71 

district in which the student attends high school, that district 72 

earns the funds generated for workforce education funding and 73 

also earns the proportional share of full-time equivalent 74 

funding from the Florida Education Finance Program. If a student 75 

is dually enrolled in a workforce education program provided by 76 

a career center operated by a different school district, the 77 

funds must be divided between the two school districts 78 

proportionally from the two funding sources. A student may not 79 

be reported for funding in a dual enrollment workforce education 80 

program unless the student has completed the basic skills 81 

assessment pursuant to s. 1004.91. A student who is coenrolled 82 

in a K-12 education program and an adult education program may 83 

be reported for purposes of funding in an adult education 84 

program. If a student is coenrolled in core curricula courses 85 

for credit recovery or dropout prevention purposes and does not 86 

have a pattern of excessive absenteeism or habitual truancy or a 87 
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history of disruptive behavior in school, the student may be 88 

reported for funding for up to two courses per year. Such a 89 

student is exempt from the payment of the block tuition for 90 

adult general education programs provided in s. 1009.22(3)(c). 91 

The Department of Education shall develop a list of courses to 92 

be designated as core curricula courses for the purposes of 93 

coenrollment. 94 

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024. 95 
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under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perfomr the duties of

F lrnol^ l)'t,wn V.or/ o{ -T-r-"(a;

ame of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: Ifyou afFtrm, you may omit 'oso help me God." See $ 92.52, Fla. Stat.l

(Affr.r Seal Swom to and subscribed before rne by tnearc of y' physicalpresence

_online notarization this l/ of 20-2.

L CL,'**.' 0ir <D
*U tfi4:t6 of Administering Oath or of Notary Public

RA s
Type, Stamp Name of Notary PublicS7AlE or

Personally Known or Produced ldentiJication i
Type of ldentiJication Produced

ACCNPTAI\CE
f accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office-

Mailing Address: Home I Office $

Street or Post Office

City, State, Zip Code

Print N
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Flortdl Bo{rd ol Gorcrnore
Stlte Unlvcrdty Syrtcm of ttorlde
2oo west couege Avenue' sulte 2oo

Taltahassee, FL3nAl
Phone 850.245'0466

Far 850.245.9685
www.ftbog.edu

)! v lsl0li :i
TALLAH

i' LLLI.
ASSEF

TIOHS
,FL

June27,2A23

John Crossman
CrossMarc Services
1011 Wymore Road
Winter Park, FL 32789

Dear Mr. Crossman:

On June 22,2A23, the Florida Board of Governors approved the recommendation made by its

Nomination and Govemance Committee to appoint you as a member of the Florida Agriculturaland

Mechanical University Board of Trustees. Please accept our congratulations'

The appointment acknowledges your nurnerous carce( milestones. Your achievernents are sure to

providU expertise to the Stat6 University System of Florida and Florida Agricultural and Mechanical

iJniversity bs you serve in the capacity of i trustee. Your appointment is subject to confirmation by

the Florida Senate, comptetion oitruitee training, a Syslem orientation session, and attendance at

lhe annual Trustee Sumhks conducted by the Board of Governors. Your term begins on June 22,

2023 and ends on January 1,2Q26.

you will rec,eive an Oath of Office form and a Senate Questionnaire from the Florida Department of

State. Both forms must be completed and submitted in order for you to be considered for

confirmation by the Florida Senate during the 2024legislative session. Ptease submil these forms to

the Board of Gbvernors Office at2}OWest College Avenue, Suite 210, Tallahassee, FL 32301, so

that we can record them into our record and hand deliver to the Department of State-

you are also required to file a Statement of Financial lnterests form with the Florida Commission on

Ethics. We have attached the 2022 Form 1 for your convenience. This form needs to be filed within

30 days of your apPointment.

Thank you for your willingness to serve. We look toward to working wilh you as a rnember of the

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Board of Trustees'

Sincerely,

ryA;,1"b
Ray Rodrigues
Chancellor

c: Brian Lamb, Chair, Board of Governors and Nomination and Governance Committee

Kelvin Lawson, Chair, Florida Agriculturaland MechanicalUniversity Board of Trustees

Larry Robinson, President, Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University

Linda Barge Miles, Board of Trustees Liaison
Shannon True, Director, University Truslee Relations

Irklritla polytechrric Universily f l:lon<la .Srare Urrivc.rslry I NeryCrrllegeof l.lr:rjda tJDivcrsity cl (.rntrll l:li:rida

t kriversiw of l;lrrrida i tlnivr,rsjtv of trorrh lihrritJa i l,tniyersi.vol'sorrth lkrrjda I I Joiversiiv i:J !r'e.:l FLxida



of this document not official

x

STATEOF FLORIDA
DEPARTMET{T OF STATE

Division of Elections
.-.

'. I,.Cord Byrd, Secretary of State,

do hereby certifu that - i,, :,
..'.

'D€veron Gibbons

is duly appointed,a.urqmber of the :-;.- '= -
-i_

u.-t'

Florida Agricultural and Mechanieal
{JniVersify

for a term beginning on the Twenfy-Ninth day of Marctr, A-D-,

2023,until the Sixth day of January, A.D., 2A28 and is s'u$je.ctto

beconfirmed by the Senate during the next regular session of the

Legislature.

Given under ryy hand and the Great Seal of the

State ofFlorida, at Tallahassee, the Capital' this

the Seventeenth day of July, A'D.,2023.

Secretary of State

DSDE ee (3/03)

at an to r.iewtn
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,STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Rnol!";
I do solemnly
Govemment of
under the Const

ec\rpr:42

swear (or affinn) that I will support, protect, and det'end the Constitution and

the United States and of t|e State of Florida: that I am duly qualified to lrold office

itgtion of the State, and that I willrvelt and faithfully pertbrm the dutics of

€ A t
(Name of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God

INOTE: If you affirm, You ma heI

Signutut't'

(Affix Seal Below) Swrx'n to und sub.scribed bel<tre fie h.v' me(tns tr1' \,fhl'sic'ul pre.sence

or online' nolariztttittn this zct duv o/ 20 L3

Signatw'e a.f O.flice nisteri ng Oath ot of' Noturl' Public

Fla. Stat.l

Print, fv:pe, or Stunp Conmi.ssioned Narne of Notuy Pu

Persortttllt' /fitlr,r, Fl ttr Pr'<tcJtrtt'c{ [lt'tli/icurion fl
Tvpe oJ' klent i licttt i ttrt Prttduccd

ACCEPTAI{CE

hlic

I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: t{onre B Oftice I

toso tKL f\^*- S gvefDA, S
Strec't or Pos( Office Box Print Name

^NDRENTAGUIUIoiily Albli( . tirtc ol tloddr
cmnrisrlon f Hl{ tltt3t

,ry Codttr. ExPke! NoY lt, 1026

8o,rd.d throqth t{.tlontt {ot.ry Ar$.

City. Statc. Zip Code

1t--r-

Signa rc
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Florlda Board of Governorc

State Unlverslty Sycte rn of Florlda
200 WestCollege Avenue, Suile 200

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Phone 850.245'0466

Fax: 850'245'9685
www'flbog.edu
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ifrf i ;'i '

pH 2:00
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i:" rLc.c

MEMORANDUM

TO: Ms. lnez Williams

FROM: Shannon True
Director, Unive

DATE

rustee Relations and
Assistant to the Chancellor

April12,2A23

Amended Term DatesRE

This is to advise you that the previous term dates I had submitted were incorrect.

Please see the corrected term dates below.

January 23.2023 Letter

To the Florida lnternatignalJniversitv Hpard of Trustees:
rrlr.no@intedforatermthatbeginsJanuary25,2o23andeods
Januaw 6.2028

To the Flgrida,State Univ.ersitv Board of Trustees:
vr..:im@oirrtedforatermthatbeginSJanuary25,2023andendS
&nuarv 0, 2028

To the l-llew Colleqe of Flork!.a Bgald of Trustees:
n4r. RyanAnderson w inled for a term that begins January 25,2023 and ends

Januarv 6. 2-028

To the Universitv. of Central Florida Board of Tr-usteesi:

ur.nic@inteororatermthatbeginSJanuary25,2o23andends
January 6. 2028

To the University of South Fl.o,rida Board of-Trlstees:
lr,tr. Oscar Horton was reappointed for a term that begins January 25,2023 and etds
Jan[arv 6. 20_28

Florida Agriculrr.rral and Mechanical Universiry | Florida Atlantic Universlry I Florida Gulf Coast University I Florida lnternational University

Florida polFechnic Universiry I Florjda Slare University I New College of Flofda I Universiry of Central Florida

Universitv of Florida lUniversiw of North Florida lUniverslw of South Florida lUniversiw of West Florida



Apr\l12,2Q23
Page 2of 2
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I

Fgbruary 23. 2923 Letter

To the Florida.Gulf Coast Unlversity-Boald of.Ilg9tees:
Mr. Richard eiOe w begins February 22'2023 and ends

January 6.2Q28.

To the University of Wpst FloJlda Board ql]rustees:
Mr. Alonzie Scott w gins February 22'2023 and ends-

Janugly 6. 2026

March 29.3023 Le$er

To the Flo{ida A&M.University Board of Trusteqs:
Mr. Deveron CiUUo at begins March 29'2023 and ends

Janu,ary 6.?028.

To the Florida lnte rn.ational,U n iversity Boa!'d of-Tn{stg9s :

Ms. Francis HonO egins March 29,2023 and ends'

Januaw 6.2025.

To the Universi-ty of Florida B-oard gf.Trugl!9es:

tvtr. Oa that begins March 29'2023 And ends

Januarv 6. 2028.

I apologize for any inconvenience this may have cause-d. Thank you for your assistance

in procissing theie appointments for theii Senate confirmation. Please call me if you

need additional information.
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March 29,20?3

Secretary Cord Byrd
Deparhnent of State
R.A. Gray Building, Room 316

500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Fl orida 32399 -0250

Dear Secretary Byrd:

Please be advised I have mad.e the following appointmeni under the provisions

of Section 700L.77, Florida Statutes:

Ms. Natlie Figgers
10211West Sample Road

Suite 209

Ron DeSantis
Governor

THE CAPITOL
TrLnxrsser, Fronp,r 32399 ' (850) 717'9249

Coral Springs, Florfda 33067

as a member of the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Board of Trustees,

filling a vacant seat previo,sly occupied by David Lawrence ]r., subject to confirmation

by th" Senate. This appointment is effective March 29,2023, for a term ending January

6,2026.

RD/na



OanH oF OrrrcE RECHIVED

(Art II. S 5O), Fla. Const.) 2023 JUt Z I AH 8: F0

u''rflti 
fr [ $]Fi-,r/ g n uSTATE OF FLORIDA

County of BBca ftLb,

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and

Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold offtce

under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

I o1 e dn ve r 5i4 OQrJo{ y.u
(Name

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: Ifyou affirm, you may omit the words "so help me God." 92.52,Fla. Stat.l

Signature

(AIIix Seal Below) Sworn n and subscribed before of

Or this

Oath or Puplic

( e%- 5
Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Publtc

Knownl or Produced!'wt'iifuof Ide n tiJi c at i on Pro duc ed FL

ACCNPTANCE
I accept the olfice listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: Home fl Office [!l

300 SE 2nd St., Suite 600 Natlie G. Figgers
Street or Post OfiFrce Box

Ft. Lauderdale 33301

Print Name

'^H-
PATRICIA CEBRA OAVIS

Notary Publh, State ol Florlda
Commisslon{ HH 139225

My omm. expires ilne 7, 2(Pi

City, State, Zip Code Signature

t\
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STAT 'OF }-LORTDA
. DEPNNTNNTNT OT STATE

Division of Electiolls ,.= .- '-,.,r .-,'.'-
.=

..'.

I, Cord Byrd, Secretary of State,

do herebY certif,i that

1il1

Given under my hand and the Gr4at-$,ealof th7,',

-staeaf-Eloriita;-airytlahasitrs;=&e;€aiiga[;J-hlq,:.'=- thb fw'entv-ffrst 'day;of 
July' A;D'' 2A23'

is duly appointed a member of the

Board of Trustees,
Florida Atlantic University

for a tetm beginning on the Twenty-second day of June, A.D.,

2023, until the Sixth day of January, A.D., 2028 and is subject to

be confirmed by the Senate during the next regular session of the

I,egislature.

DSDE 99 (3t03)

at an to vreww
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Flortda Board of Ciovemors

State Untverdty Syrtem ofllorlda
200 West CollegeAvehug Suite200

Tallahdssee, FL3230l
Phone 850.245'0466

B&I: 850.245.9685
wrntr.llbog.edu

June27,2023

Pablo Paez
Executive Vice President, Corporate Relations
The GEO Group
4955 Technology Way
Boca Raton, FL 33431

Chancellor

Dear Mr. Paez:

On June 22,2A23,the Florida Board of Governors approved the recommendation made by its

Nomination and Governance Committee to appoint you as a member of the Florida Atlantic

University Board of Trustees. Please accept our congratulations.

The appointment acknowledges your numerous career milestones. Your achievements are sure to

prouiO'e expertise to the Stat6 University System of Florida.and Florida Atlantic University as you

serve in the capacity of a trustee. your apiointment is subject to confirmation by the Florida Senate,

completion of tiustee training, a System oiientation sessioh, and attendance atthe annualTrustee

Summits conducted by the 66arO 
-of 

Governors. Your term begins on June 22,2023 and ends on

January 1,2028-

you will receive an Oath of Office form and a Senate Questionnaire from the Florida Department of

State. Both forms must be completed and submitted in order for you to be considered for

confirmation by the Florida Senate during the2O24legislative_session. Please submit these forms to

the Board of Governors Otfice at 200 West College Aienue, Suite 210, Tallahassee, FL 32301, so

that we can record them into our record and hand deliver to the Department of State'

you are also required to file a Statement of Financial lnterests form with the Florida Commission on

Ethics. We have attached the2}22Form 1 for your convenience. This form needs to be filed within

30 days of your appointment,

Thank you for your willingness to serve. We look fonrvard to working with you as a member of the

Florida Atlantic University Board of Trustees.

Sincerely,

Ry F,-J^rg,"r>-
Ray R6drigues

c: Brian Lamb, Chair, Board of Governors and Nomination and GovernanCe Committee

Brad Levine, chair, Florida Atlantic University Board of Trustees

Stacy Volnick, lnterim President, Florida Atlantic University
Andrew LaPlant, Board of Trustees Liaison
Shannon True, Director, University Trustee Relations

Ftorida Agric'ttural and Mectranical university I Florida Atlanric university I Florida Gulf coast university I Florida lntemational university

Florida polyrechnic Universiry lFlorida Srate Unlversity I NewCollcge ofFlorida lUniversity of CenualFlorida

Universirv of Florida lUniversityof NorthFlorida lUniversityof Sourh FJorida lUnlversitYofWest l"lorida



REsHlv fi'uKimball, Chris D.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

True, Shannon <Shannon,True@flbog.edu >

Wednesday, June 28, 2023 10:23 AM

Williams, lnez; Kimball, Chris D.

Kamoutsas, Rachel; lveY, Danna

BOG Trustee Appointments
Appointment Ltr to John Crossman.pdf; Appointment Ltr to Pablo Paez.pdf

?sfi J${ e8 AH l$ 8'tr

'jrv+ilstlEbEfl
l0HS
FL

AIL RECEIVED FROM EXTERNAL SOURCEEM

.The attachmenti/links in this mesSaBe have been scanned by Proofpoint

Good morning lnez and Chris,

This is to advise you that the Board of Governors made the following appointments to the University Boards of

Trustees, on June 22,2023.

To the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical Universitv Board of Trustees'

. Mr. John Crossman was appointed for a term that begins June 22,2023 andends January 6, 2026. He

is filling the vacancy left by Mr. Thomas Dortch.

To the Florida Atlantic-Universitv Board of Trustees:

. Mr. pablo paez was appointed for a term that begins June 22,2023 and ends January 6, 2028' He is

filling Brent Burns' seat.

Attached are copies of the appointment tetters sent to the new appointees from Chancellor Ray Rodrigues'

Thank you for your assistance in processing these appointments for their Senate confirmation'

Shannon M. True
Director, University Trustee Relations
and Assistant to the Ghancellor

Board of Governors
State University System of Florida
200 West College Avenue
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
(850) 245-9687 | Cell (850) 756-8577

fgw,usIF.FB'Jil^ #ft
lN TlIE Nr\TION for lI lgtt*r Edttcatlon
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STATE OF FLORIDA

(Art. II. $ s(b), Fla. Const.) 2023 JUL 2l AH B: 28

o'\fl?tfiX${.''f 
'liu'

County of Palm Beach

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and

Govemment of the united States and of the State-of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold office

under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Florida Atlantic Univers Board of Trustees Member
(Name of Offrce)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God

[NOTE: Ifyou affirm, You t the ttso me God." See $ 92.52" Fla. Stat.l

(AffixSeal Below) Sworn to and subscribed before me by rneans of -/pnyrical presence

Or _ontine notarization this 14 ny of Ju lY , 20-33.

I

'ffi
GRACEV'I'EIIIERO

OomrlrdonlHH ll{768
ErptetNoven$etL2O?5
8dld.anil&d|llllfrtsffi

Signature of Offi.cer Ad.ministering Oath or of Notary Public

G \/, i e-,ra I YT\
Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public

Personally l{nown{ or Produced' Identification J
Type of ldentifi.cation Produced

ACCNPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office'

Mailing Address: Home ! Ofnce I

4955 Techno way Pablo E. Paez
Street or Post Offrce Box

Boca Raton, Florida 33431
City, State, Zip Code

Print Name



7 ( 0 (e0/€) 66 foso

OF FLORIDA
DEP

ons

I

:
F--?:E---= ?:--::-----: =a - -:-::-----
--:: ---:

-
--=-EZ 

{=-:--- - --:-:----:-
---=:== 

- ,:-:
--:-::

--,:4

- -:-- ::-::- ---:-:= ':=-

-: --

=Dig--4-EH*E==:=E=any -pTo7"tffu:member of the

--::----:--:- --:-:- -: 
--:4:--::: =-=BouddTrug€;:= ?-::

ffifu,""Fffi=ffi'fau
for a term begl1mmg on the @-@-{wfuo,#7:=

2ffi_-€tffi ffibjectto2A23,
next regular session of the

:

-=:-{----?-:-::-:-: : -:--=-:-:-:-:-:- -: : ------:::
--

:

--_- 
- --:::-- - -:-

--::::

-+- 

-

::-.: ::
----:-:--:-------=:

:

=----:-E--::-. 
1--:

-::-- 
: -:-:--:: : ---:----::

::: 
-:_: - -:_----: -:

:':
-:---- -{==--= = =::-:: -:---:_: = --:-E:fu-ffitnfumjt

hand and the Great Seal ofthe
State of Florida, at Tallahassee, the Capital, this

the Fourth day of May A.D., 2023' '-
-::: =_=::-- --:

=:
:'= E-:--

----- -: ----:-----Ez::

-- -: -:::---: -:-:::-:- -:- :

-secreEsrr of,$ate := {= ?---_

F--_:?_:€-E7::_:--G:?::E=-:::::G--:--- 
=::



Ron DBSlNrrs
GownNon

March 24,2023

Secretary Cord Byrd
Department of State
R.A. Gray Building, Room 316

500 South Bronough Street
Tallaha ssee, Fl orida 32399 -0250

Dear Secretary Byrd:

Please be advised I have made the following appointment under the provisions

of Section 7007.71., Florida Statutes:

Mr. Digvijay "Danny" Gaekwad

11980 Southeast 22'd Avenue Road

Ocala, Florida 34480

as a member of the University of Central Florida Board of Trustees, subiect to

confirmation by the Senate. fhis appointment is effective March 24,2023, for a term

endingJanuary 6,2028.

Sincerely,

Hr pA R fl^lE8filvoEp s rAT r
ZI,BWR ?g At{ l0: I 9
*o1i'ttglflfug 

fjp*'

nDeSantis
Governor

THE CAPITOL

Trrutnssre, Ftontor 32399' (850) 717'9249

RD/nq



OATH OF OFFICE
(Art IL $ 5(b)' Fla. Const.)

STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Itornt'Sn

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the ofrice listed in the above Oath of Ofrice'

MailingAddress: B.Home flomtu

GOPI/

D\ i U\<r^lctd
Print

Signature

REfif;I\JEN

2023 APR I 3 All 8: l+tr

iI Y l5l0t.l trij I LECT l0NS
r/\LLAHASS[[, FL

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will suppor! protec! and defend the Constitution and

Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualifie{ t9 hol!

office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

oa L
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God'

[NOTE: If you afrirm, you may omit the words '(so help me God"t 'See $ 92'52'Fla' Stat'l

Signanre

&eorn to and subscribed before me by means of presence or

onlinerctarization this i o.daY >r'$

Administering Oath or ofNotry Public

ilDmR.HUDtOw Print, Type, or StamP Commissioned Name ofNotary Public
$Y Coliillssloil f Go 061{35

Personally Knorn V On Produced ldentifuation E

Type of ldentilication Produced

E@IRES:

\ro se zf4n-.r {- R.l ov
Street or Post Offrce Box

$1cr\e ?u Swso
City, Statg ZipCode

FAmn? NBHf
DS-DE 56 @eu 02n0)
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STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Elections

I, Cord tsyrd, Secretary of State,

do hereby certiSu that

AIan Gonz,alez

is duly appointed a member of the

Board of Trustees,
Florida International University

for a term beginning on the Twenty-Ninth day of March, A.D.,

2Az3,until the Sixth day of January, A.D., 2026 and is subject to

be confirmed by the Senate during the next regular session of the

Legislature.

a .:.)

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the

State of Florida, at Tallahassee, the Capital, this

the Twenty-Eighth day of August, A.D.' 2023.

DSDE 9e (3/03)

Secretary of State

to viewat anrna
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March 29,2023

Secretary Cord Bytd
Department of State
R.A. Gray Building, Room 316

500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399'0250

Dear Secretary Byrd:

please be advised I have made the following appointment under the provisions

of Section 1001..7'l', Florida Statutes:

Mr. Alan Gonzalez
6830 Loch Ness Drive
Miami Lakes, Florida 3301'4

Sincerelt,

Ron DeSantis
Governor

THE CAPITOL

TalhHasser, Frontor 32399 ' (850) 717-9249

as a member of the Florida International University Board of Trustees, filling a vacant

seat previously occupied by Carlos Trujillo, subject to confirmation by the Senate. This

uppoittt-ent is effective March 29,2023, for a term ending January 6,2A26'

RD/na



OATH OF OFFICE
REGTJJT

U[ PAB TT4ENT' CIF S iAI L

(Art.II. $ 5(b), Fla. Const.) U023t{AY -8 Al{llr 22

*o'HftfllSrq8,tlP*STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Miami Dade

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and

Government tf tfre United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold

offrce under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Board of Trustees, Florida lnternational University
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you words "so help me God." See $92.52, Fla. Stat.l

Sworn to before ne by means of 1$physical presence or
online n* 28 day ?oL\.

Ofiicer Administering Oath or Public

Type, or Slamp Name ofNotary Public

Produced Identif cation EA.Known1 oR

of I d e n tifi c a ti on P r o du c ed DL

JOsE VIJIL
Notary Public - State of Florida

Commisrion # GG 934755
l,ly Comm, Expires Nov 25,2023

Eonded through National Notary Arsn,

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

MailingAddress: EIHom" floffi."

6830 Loch Ness Drive
Street or Post Oftice Box

Miami Lakes, FL 33014

Print N

City, State, Zip Code

DS-DE 56 (Rev.02/20)

Sign ature

Gonzalez
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(Arr. t!, tt 51b). lla. {'onst-l

STATE OF F IIIDA
o

Coun(v of

I do sotemgly swear (or aflill) that I will srrpl-,'r'l. proteci unci dcf.errcl thc Constitution and

Government of the United States ancl ol'the Staru or ljloricla: tlrirt lanr cluly qualified to hold office

undertheConstitution of the Statc. anclthat I r.rill scllarrd taithlully'pcrlorrn thcdutiesof

ufls
(Fgll Nanrc ol'(.)l'li'..- \ i'ir1'."' 1111 l(ill. "'ot Ace c1'rtcc'l )

on which I am now about to enler- so help ll'tc (-rttcl

INOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the words "so ltelp me Gotl." Sec 5 t12.52" Fla. Stat.l

Signulure

(AIIix Seal Below) .Sy'rtl'll ltt ttntl .ta//r.rc-l'/lr, ,l be.lrtt'c /rrt h.l lneulTs -f ,lr',r," ul ltresence

Or .---- onlitta n()lilrt:t tt i(,n thi'rLf dr,.r'.,7 20 e3_.

'(t' .' )uth or ol N Pr.blic

Print, Type. or 1t( t i s',s i t ttt t' cl N ct nte o/' N ol ct"l:; P ub I ic

Per.ronulll' yn,,rr,,N ttr Pxttltt,-'c'd lclanti/it'ctlion l
'l'1, lttt o/' I lctt t il i r u I i t t r i !',', td t tt' c tl

ACCgPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of OfTice.

Mailing Address: Home ffl Oflice fl

Street or Post Office P m

g3t4o

q ().tl ini:;leri

Commlssion ExPhes 03-l 0'2026
commission # HH 238975

Prles

City, State, Zip C Signaturc

ak^rbry
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September 12,2A23

Secretary Cord Byrd
Department of State
R.A. Gray Building, Room 316

500 South Bronough Street
Taliahassee, Florida 32399 -0250

Dear Secretary Byrd:

Please be advised I have made the following appointrnent under the provisions

of Section 70A1'.77, Florida Statutes:

Ms. Yaffa Popack
3675 Flamingo Drive
Miami Beach, FL 33140

as a member of the Florida International University Board of Trustees, succeedingJose

Armas, subject to confirmation by the Senate. This appointment is effective September

12,20?3, for a term ending fanuary 6,2026.

Sincerely,

Ron DeSantis
Governor

THE CAPITOT

TALnHrsseE, Fpnm 32399 ' (850) 717-9249

RD/es
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Florida Board of Governors
State Universlty System of Florlda
200 West College Avenue, Suite 200

Tatlahassee, FL 32301

Phone 850'245'0466
Fax 850.245'9685

www.flbog.edu
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM

DATE

Ms. lnez Williams

Shannon True
Director, Unive rustee Relations and

Assistant to the Chancellor

April12,2023

Amended Term DatesRE

This is to advise you that the previous term dates I had submitted were incorrect.

Please see the corrected term dates below.

Janua rv 23-2A23 Letter

To the Florida lnternational University Board of Trusteqs:

Ur. no t begins January 25' 2023 and ends

Januarv 6. 2028

To the Ftorid.a State Universitv Board of Trustees:
Mr.JimHenderson@mthatbeginsJanuary25,2o23andends
Janqelv 6._2028

To the NeUl.College. of Florida Board of Trustees
n4r. ny rm that begins January 25,2023 and ends

Januarv 6. 2028

To the thivgrsitv of Central Florida Boa.rd of TrusteeF:

Mr. Ricardo Carde at begins January 25' 2023 and ends

Januarv 6, 2028

To the Ujriversitv of South Flgrida Board of Trustees:
Mr.oscarHorton@termthatbeginsJanuary25,2a23andgttdg
Janugry 6. 2028

Florida Agricultural and Mechanicaj Unjversiry I Florida Atlantic University I Florida Gulf Coast Universiry t Florida International University

Florida polyechnic Universiry I Florida State Universiry | New College of Florida I University of Cenrral Florida

Universiw of Florida I Universitv of North Florida I University of South Florida I Universiw of West Florida
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Februarv 23. 20-23 Letter

To the Florida Gulf Coast University Board of f ruqtees:

Mr. Richard Eiou s February 22' 2023 and g9[9

Januarv 6. 2028.

To the Universitv of West Florida Board of Trustpes:

Mr. Alonzie Scott ins February 22' 2023 and ends

Januarv 6. 2026

March 29,2023 Letler

To the Florida A&M Universjty Board of Trusteeq:

Mr. Deveron Cluo at begins March 29'2A23 and ends

he Flojida lnternational Universitv Board of Trqstegg: . -

Francis Hondal wa ns March 29' 2023 and ends
S

.t./A.n January 6. 20?5,

To the Univgrsitv of Florida Bqlrrd of Trustees:
Mr. Daniel O'Kuuf that begins March 29' 2A23 and ends

Januarv 6. 2028,

I apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. Thank you for your assistance

in proc6ssing tneie ajpointments for theii Senate confirmation. Please call me if you

need additional information.
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STATE OF FLORIDA
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County of b^Ar-

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and

Government of th, Uniied States and of the Starc-;f Florida; that t am duly qualified to hold office

under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

trlA h ^d 
ol 14/ sh,e-\

(Name of Oflice)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

INOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the help me God." See $ 92.52, Fla. Stat.l

(Afjix Seal Below)

I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: Home EL office !

Signature

Sworn to and subs*ibed before me by means "f lpnytical presence

Or online notarization this tslary o7 J t'n, ' 2&'

lLtuU
Signature ofOffcer Oath or of Notary Public

M;I
Print, Type, or Stamp issioned Name of Notary Public

Personally Xnonnf, or Produced ldenriJication l
Type of ldentification Produced

ACCEPTANCE

Itr OsD N S' ,ttLa, ?2,y'- €rarrcis ilrnA^l

.;ffiq1
'iW.+

rILLY ETLTO
Not.ry Pubhc - Strta of Ftoridr

Comnirrion , GG llalol
lry Comm. Erpir€s oct tt, ZOZI

8o.rd.d thtouth N.tim.l Notrry l$n.

Street or Post Offrce Box Print N

' aft^l ?L 771 5 b
City, State, Zip Code Signeture
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.STATE OF FLORII}A
uEpARTMEI\T OF STATE

Division of' Electio ns,-

ord Byrd, Secretary of State,

do, hereby certify that..

.l

Joe Jucquot

is-duly appointed a ereruber of the

Board of Trustees,

Legislature.:
.

Given tmder my hancl and the Great Seqt af the

State;af Fteqida,: eI Tallahassea the Cspifa{ this '

. the Nirnh day of August. A.D., 2023.

DSDE 9e (3/03)

Secretary ofState

elt'$rhentoat an1nmar
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May 19,2023

Secretary Cord Byrd
Department of State
R.A. Gray Building, Room 316

500 South Bronough Street
Ta I lahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Byrd:

please be arJvisecl I have made the following appointment under the provisions

of Section 1A01.7'1, Florida Statutes:

Mr. Joseph Jacquot
1 Independent Drive
Suite 2300

Jacksonville, Florid a 32202

as a member of the New College of Florida Board of Trustees, succeeding Jason Speir,

subject to confirmation b-v the Senate. This appointrnent is effective May 19, 202?, for a

tcrm ending January 6,2025.

Sincerely,

Ron DeSantis
Governor

THE CAPITOL

TarreHrsstr, Ftotton 32399 ' (850) 717'9249

RDI zs
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County of bnvnl

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and

Govemment of the Uniied States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold offrce

under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

t G "f ft f!

(Name of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affrcm, you may omit the words " me God." See $ 92.52, Fla. Stat'J

Signature

(AIfLY Seal Below) Sworn to and subscribed before me by means of physical presence

Or online notarization tnts$b day of 20i{3

Signature Administering Oath or of Notary Public

Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public

Personally uno*S or Produced ldentification l
Type of ldentification Produced

ACCNPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office-

Mailing Address: Home I Office K
---Jou

#()14

Street or Post Office Box Print Name

e

wEloYsuEPRUltl
MYCOilF$oNtHH0669{3
EXFIRESI Deconrler 27, ?fi21

Bondodlhru tlnd€tukrl

City, State, Zip Code s

^c_
eb
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STATE OF FLORII}J' '

DEPABTMENT OF STATE

Division of Electiors
.- 
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:, I; Coid Byrd, Seuetary of State,

do hereby certiff that
:

,DEnriAl'7. O ,Ke

is duly appointed a meqber of the ' ,

Board of Trustoes,
Universr f Floridatyo

for a term be$inning on ty-Ninth day of March, A.D.,

2A23, until the Sixth day of January, A.D., 2028 and is subject

to be confirmed by the Senate durin! the next regular sessisn of
the Legislature.

Given under my hand and the Gteat

of D

.- =z --- -= ::a -- :;r - j :--
,rj. ;l+=:fi ;=F '--: : ;-- -:'-.

'- ': ?:= +- a. :--= '--- : ' ! I -
.:--: .'= +-:-

Sfcgitdry of Stdt€

DSDE e9 (3103)

at an
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Florlda Board of Governors

State Unlverslty Systern of Florida
200 West College Avenue, Suite 200

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Phone 850.245.0466

Fax 850.245.9685
www.flbog.edu
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Ms. lnez Williams

FROM: Shannon True
Director, Uni rustee Relations and

Assistant to the Chancellor

DATE: March 29,2023

RE Appointments to the university Boards of Trustees by the Board of

Governors

This is to advise you that the Board of Governors made the following appointments to

the University Boards of Trustees, on March 29,2023'

To the F lorida A&M Unive Board of T

Mr. Deveron Gibbons was appointed for a term that begins March 29,2023 and

ihti i',.,,^ i-lui, llnt

a

ends March 29, 2O2B

To the Florida lnter,national.Uliversity BoaE! of Trustees:

. Ms. Francis Hondal was appointed for a term that begins March 29,2023 and

ends January 7,2025.

To the gniversjtv-pf Floflda Board of Trustees:

. Mr. Daniel O'Keefe was reappointed for a term that begins March 29,2023 and ends

March 29,2028.

Attached are copies of the appointment letters sent to the new appointees from

Chancellor Ray Rodrigues.

Thank you for your assistance in processing these appointments for their Senate

confirmation. Please call me if you need additional information.

Enclosures

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical universjw I Florida Arlantic university I Florida Gulf coast university I Florida lnternational unive$ity

Florida polytechnic University I Florida Stare University I New College of Florida I University of Central Florida
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Ms. lnez Williarns

FROM: Shannon True
Director, Univers

DATE

RE:

Assistant to the Chancellor

April12,2Q23

Arnended Term Dates

This is to advise you that the previous term dates I had submitted were incorrect.

Please see the corrected term dates below'

Januarv 23.2023 Letter

To the Floqida lntgrnational Universitv Board of Trusteqs:
Ur. no ierm that begins January 25,2A23 and ends

Januarv 6. 2028

To the Florida State Universitv Board of Trustees:
Mr. Jim Henderson was reappointed f"r a term that begins January 25,2023 and ends

January 6,3028

To the New Cotleoe of Florida Board o-f Trustegs

ur, nya@for a term that begins January 25,2023 and ends

Jqnuarv 6. 2028

To the Univprsitv of Central Florida Boa.rd of Trustees:
wtr, Rlc r-a Grm that begins January 25,2023 and ends

Januarv 6, 2028

To the Universitv-gf South Florida Board of Tnlstegq:
n4r. Oscar Horton was reappointed for a term that begins January 25,2023 and ends

Janqarv 6,j?028

Florida,Agriculrursl and Macharical universiryf Florida Atlanric university I Florida Gulf coast universiry | Florida Inrernalional university

Florida polytechnic Universiry I Flor.ida Star€ Unlversity I New Coltege ofFlorida I University ofCentral Florida

UniversiN oi Florida I Univer$iN of Norrh Florida I Unlversitv of Soulh Florlda I Universifv orwesl Florida
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I\, January 6.2028,

I apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. Tharrk you for your assistance

in proc6ssing these appointments for theii Senate confirmation. Please call me if you

need additional information.

Febru?rv 23. 2023 Letter

To the Florida Gulf Cgast Universitv Board of frusteg"s:
Mr, Richard fiOe ins February 22'2023 and ewb
Januarv 0, 2028.

To the Universitv of West Florida Board of Trustpes: -
Mr. Alonzie Scott gins February 22' 2023 and ends

Januarv 6. 2026

March 29.2023 Letter

To the Florida A&M U-niversitv Board of Trustees:
Mr. Deveron giO at begins March 2g'2O23 and ends

January 6, 202-8.

To the Florida lnterJrational Univers-itv Board of TJtlstegs:

Ms. Francis non at begins March 29' 2023 and gpds

Januarv 6. 2025.

-i To the Universitvpf Floilda Board of Trustees:
Mr, Daniel O'Kee that begins March 29'2023 and ends
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March 29,2023

Mr. Daniel O'Keefe
11068 Bayshore Drive
Windermere, FL 34786

Dear Mr. O'Keefe:

On March 29, 2}zg,the Florida Board of Governors approved the recommendation made by its

Nomination and Governance Committee to reappoint yiru as a member of the University of Florida

Board of Trustees. Please accept our congratulations'

The reappointment acknowledges your numerous carcet milestones. Your achievements are sure to

provide expertise to the State ilniversity System of Florida and the University of Florida as you serye

in tne capacity of a trustee. Your reappointment is subject to confirmation by the Florida Senate,

completion oftrustee tiaining, a Sysdeh orientation sebsion, and attendance at the annual Trustee

Sumhit conducted by the Board of Governors. Your term begins on Marct 29,2023 and ends on

March 29,2A28.

you will receive an Oath of Office form and a Senate Questionnaire from the Florida Department of

State. Both forms must be completed and submitted in order for you to be considered for

confirmation by the Flonda Senate during the 2023legislative session.

you are also required to file a Statement of Financial lnterests form with the Florida Commission on

Ethics. we have attached lhe 2022 Form 1 for your convenience.

Thank you for your willingness to serve. We look forurard to working with you as a member of the

University of Florida Board of Trustees.

Sincerely,

a Dtl/\q^-- r\94NaftlD-lns
Raym'ond Rodrigues
Chanceltor

c: Brian Lamb. Chair, Board of Governors and Nomination and Governance Committee

MoriHosseini, Chair, Universlty otFlorida Board of Trustees
Ben Sasse, President, University of Florida
Melissa Orth, Board of Trustees Liaison
Shannon True, Director, University Trustee Relations

Flnrida l,olyrcthnlc Urrir.crsiN i Florida Srate Unir,ersiryINew (lollege of l:lorirJa I Uniftrsir\. o[ ("r:nual ljlorida

1;111,s15i1y qri Florida I 
,.jnir,ersirv oi Nonh F^l(rrida I Univt"rsitv oI Sou'.h i:lorida I l)nivcr.itr rliWest Fk)Iid'r
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(Art.II. S 5(b), Fla. Const.)

STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Orange

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the 
-constitution 

and

Government of the Uniied States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold office

under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Trustee on the Board of Trustees, University of Florida
(Name of Office)

on which I am now about to entet, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the words "so help me God." See $ 92.52' Fla' Stat'l

(Afftx Seal Below)

,a
Sworn to and subscribed before me by means of V physical presence

or online notarization thN ffiaY of hPn(-L . 20&3

,ffi
IERRY E. BISSEN

Commlrsionil GG97970

Erpires MaY 22, 202t1

Bond.d fht{ Adgot t{ohtY Sqt lcgr

Signature of Officer istering Oath or of Notary Public

Terry E. Btssen

Print, Type, or StamP Commissioned Name of Notary Public

Personally Known or Produced ldentification Z
Type of ldentification Produced

ACCEPTANCE

I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office'

Mailing Address: Home [] Office !

1 1068 Bayshore Drive Daniel T. O'Keefe
Street or Post Office Box

Windermere, FL 34786
City, State, Zip Code

Print Name



CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 301 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Education Postsecondary Committee Judge:  
 
Started: 1/9/2024 4:31:22 PM 
Ends: 1/9/2024 5:00:54 PM Length: 00:29:33 
 
4:31:21 PM Chair Grall calls meeting to order 
4:31:35 PM Chair Grall calls meeting to order 
4:31:39 PM Quorum 
4:31:49 PM Tab 4- Tallahassee Community College 
4:32:20 PM Public Testimony 
4:32:25 PM President Jim Murdaugh, Tallahassee Community College 
4:32:32 PM Questions 
4:33:12 PM Senator Stewart 
4:33:22 PM President Jim Murdaugh, Tallahassee Community College 
4:33:58 PM Senator Simon waives close 
4:34:07 PM Roll call 
4:34:19 PM Tab 4 reported 
4:34:27 PM Tab 3- Graduate Program Admissions 
4:34:35 PM Senator Collins recognized to introduce Senator Avila's bill 
4:34:51 PM Amendment by Senator Avila 
4:35:25 PM Senator Collins explains the amendment 
4:35:53 PM Senator Collins waives close on amendment 
4:35:56 PM Back on the bill as amended 
4:36:07 PM Senator Collins waives close on Senator Avila's bill 
4:36:18 PM Roll call 
4:36:26 PM Tab 3 reported 
4:36:48 PM Tab 1- College Campus Facilities in Areas of Critical State Concern 
4:36:55 PM Senator Rodriguez explains the bill 
4:37:22 PM Amendment Barcode 942192 
4:38:06 PM Senator Rodriguez explains the amendment 
4:38:42 PM Senator Rodriguez waives close 
4:38:50 PM On bill as amended 
4:39:07 PM Public testimony 
4:39:14 PM Megan Fay waives in support 
4:39:20 PM Senator Rodriguez waives close 
4:39:26 PM Roll call 
4:39:41 PM Tab 1 reported 
4:39:44 PM Tab 2- Nonpublic Religious Postsecondary Educational Institutions 
4:39:50 PM Senator Rodriguez explains the bill 
4:40:35 PM Questions 
4:40:37 PM Senator Jones 
4:40:44 PM Senator Rodriguez 
4:41:06 PM Public testimony 
4:41:14 PM Dr. Earle Lee 
4:45:41 PM Bob Harris 
4:49:08 PM Mark Anderson, Florida Council of Private Colleges 
4:53:36 PM Debate 
4:53:50 PM Senator Book 
4:54:34 PM Senator Rodrigues closes on the bill 
4:56:11 PM Roll call 
4:56:36 PM Tab 2 reported 
4:56:44 PM Tab 7- OGSR/Campus Emergency Response 
4:56:48 PM Chairs turns to Senator Stewart 
4:56:55 PM Senator Grall explains the bill 
4:57:52 PM Senator Grall moves SPB 7022 be considered a committee bill 
4:58:28 PM Roll call 
4:58:39 PM Tab 7 reported 



4:58:47 PM Chair returns to Senator Grall 
4:59:14 PM Tabs 9-19 Confirmation Hearing for Appointments 
4:59:17 PM Senator Garcia moves to recommend appointees 
4:59:27 PM Roll call 
4:59:36 PM Confirmations reported 
4:59:48 PM Senator Simon wishes to be recorded 
5:00:06 PM Senator Jones moves to adjourn 
5:00:11 PM Meeting adjourned 
5:00:39 PM Recording Paused 
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