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2026 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION 

 Senator Harrell, Chair 

 Senator Bradley, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

TIME: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Toni Jennings Committee Room, 110 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Harrell, Chair; Senator Bradley, Vice Chair; Senators Bracy Davis, Burgess, Calatayud, 
Davis, and Leek 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
Presentation on Governor's Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget Recommendations: 
    Department of Education  
    Board of Governors 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

TAB OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 

 
Senate Confirmation Hearing: A public hearing will be held for consideration of the below-
named executive appointment to the office indicated.  
 

 
 

 Board of Trustees of State College of Florida, Manatee-
Sarasota 

  

4  Collins, Taylor (Sarasota) 05/31/2029 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 

 

5  Goodson, Mark (Palmetto) 01/27/2027 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 

 

6  Fuller, Michael James (Manatee) 05/31/2029 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees of Eastern Florida State College   

1  Howse, Ronald S. (Cocoa) 05/31/2027 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees of Lake-Sumter State College   

2  Jones, Bret (Clermont) 05/31/2029 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 

 

3  Munz, Clarence Steven (Oxford) 05/31/2026 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees of Miami-Dade College   

7  Segovia, Juan () 05/31/2027 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees of Northwest Florida State College   

8  Fosdyck, Cory J. (Destin) 05/31/2029 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 

 

9  Peacock, Jack Tanner (Santa Rosa Beach) 05/31/2029 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 
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TAB OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING COMMITTEE ACTION 

 Board of Trustees of St. Johns River State College   

10  Primrose, Nicholas (St. Augustine) 05/31/2029 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 0 

 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
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Senate Appropriations Committee on Higher Education



Governor’s Office of Policy and Budget
Education Unit

Board of Governors
Department of Education
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FY 2026-27 – Proposed Total Budget by Policy Area
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Administered Funds
 $690.4 
0.59%

Education
 $32,520.5 

27.71%

Environment
 $5,849.7 

4.98%
General Government

 $3,121.2 
2.66%

Health and Human Services
 $48,583.4 

41.40%

Public Safety
 $8,242.9 

7.02%

Transportation and Economic 
Development

 $18,043.9 
15.38%

Governor's Office and Legislative Branch
 $306.3 
0.26%

Total Budget - $117.4 Billion
($ in Millions)



FY 2026-27 – Proposed General Revenue by Policy Area

Administered Funds
 $543 
1.02%

Education
 $23,736 
44.60%

Environment
 $1,098 
2.06%

General Government
 $830 
1.56%

Health and Human Services
 $18,915 
35.54%

Public Safety
 $7,202 
13.53%

Transportation and Economic 
Development

 $601 
1.13%

Governor's Office and 
Legislative Branch

 $294 
0.55%

General Revenue - Total $53.2 Billion
($ in Millions) 
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Early Learning
$1,707.3

5.2%

Public Schools
$19,624.4

60.3%

Workforce Education
$800.9
2.5%

Florida College System
$1,881.4

5.8%

State University System
$4,789.2

14.7%

Fixed Capital Outlay
$1,715.3

5.3%

Other Education
$2,002.1

6.2%

FY 2026-27 – Proposed Total Education Budget by Policy Area
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Total Budget - $32.5 Billion
($ in Millions)



Key Investments in Financial Aid
Highlights Amount

Bright Futures Scholarship Program $692.5 million

Benacquisto Scholarship Program $36.4 million

Children and Spouses of Deceased or Disabled Veterans $34.7 million

Effective Access to Student Education (EASE) Grants $137.7 million

Open Door Grant Program $35 million Total

First Responder and Law Enforcement Scholarships $10.5 million Total
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Key Investments in Workforce Education

Highlights Amount

Workforce Development $487.2 million

Pathways to Career Opportunities $20 million

Workforce Development Capitalization Incentive Grant $100 million

K-12 Workforce Performance Funding $12.5 million
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Key Investments in Nursing Education

Highlights Amount

Prepping Institutions, Programs, Employers and Learners 
through Incentives for Nursing Education (PIPELINE)

$100 million Total
$20 million career centers
$40 million state colleges

$40 million universities

Linking Industry and Nursing Education (LINE) $30 million Total
$24 million career centers, state colleges, 

and private institutions
$6 million universities
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Key Investments in the Florida College System

Highlights Amount

Florida College System Program Fund $1.75 billion

Postsecondary Guardian Program $4.2 million

Student Success Incentives $30 million

Workforce Performance Funding $20 million
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Key Investments in the State University System

Highlights Amount

Education and General Activities $4 billion

Postsecondary Guardian Program $1.8 million

Performance-Based Funding $645 million

Faculty Recruitment and Retention $100 million
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Thank you!

Shelby Sammons, Policy Coordinator, Education
Shelby.Sammons@laspbs.state.fl.us

Leda Kelly, Director
Office of Policy and Budget

Leda.Kelly@laspbs.state.fl.us

Chad Kunde, Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs
Executive Office of the Governor

Chad.Kunde@eog.myflorida.com

Floridians First FY26-27 Budget Proposal

13

















2026 Regular Session  The Florida Senate 

 COMMITTEE VOTE RECORD – EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENT  

 
Committee: Appropriations Committee on Higher Education 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Time: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Howse, Ronald S. 
Tab #: 1 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of Eastern Florida State College 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 

 
CODES: FAV=Favorable TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn 

 UNF=Unfavorable VA=Vote After Roll Call OO=Out of Order 
 -R=Reconsidered VC=Vote Change After Roll Call AV=Abstain from Voting 

REPORTING INSTRUCTION:  Publish S-011 (10/10/09) 
01142026.1650 Page 1 of 1 

 

FINAL VOTE 

   
 

  
 

  
 

     

Yea Nay SENATORS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay 

X  Bracy Davis       

X  Burgess       

  Calatayud       

X  Davis       

X  Leek       

X  Bradley, VICE CHAIR       

X  Harrell, CHAIR       

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

6 0 
TOTALS 

      

Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay 

 











2026 Regular Session  The Florida Senate 
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Committee: Appropriations Committee on Higher Education 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Time: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Jones, Bret 
Tab #: 2 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of Lake-Sumter State College 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 

 
CODES: FAV=Favorable TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn 
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FINAL VOTE 

   
 

  
 

  
 

     

Yea Nay SENATORS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay 

X  Bracy Davis       

X  Burgess       

  Calatayud       

X  Davis       

X  Leek       

X  Bradley, VICE CHAIR       

X  Harrell, CHAIR       

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

6 0 
TOTALS 

      

Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay 
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 COMMITTEE VOTE RECORD – EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENT  

 
Committee: Appropriations Committee on Higher Education 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Time: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Munz, Clarence Steven 

Tab #: 3 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of Lake-Sumter State College 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 

 
CODES: FAV=Favorable TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn 

 UNF=Unfavorable VA=Vote After Roll Call OO=Out of Order 
 -R=Reconsidered VC=Vote Change After Roll Call AV=Abstain from Voting 

REPORTING INSTRUCTION:  Publish S-011 (10/10/09) 
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FINAL VOTE 

   
 

  
 

  
 

     

Yea Nay SENATORS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay 

X  Bracy Davis       

X  Burgess       

  Calatayud       

X  Davis       

X  Leek       

X  Bradley, VICE CHAIR       

X  Harrell, CHAIR       

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

6 0 
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Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay 
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Committee: Appropriations Committee on Higher Education 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Time: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Collins, Taylor 
Tab #: 4 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 

 
CODES: FAV=Favorable TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn 
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 -R=Reconsidered VC=Vote Change After Roll Call AV=Abstain from Voting 
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Committee: Appropriations Committee on Higher Education 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Time: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Goodson, Mark 

Tab #: 5 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 

 
CODES: FAV=Favorable TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn 
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6 0 
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Committee: Appropriations Committee on Higher Education 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Time: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Fuller, Michael James 

Tab #: 6 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 
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Committee: Appropriations Committee on Higher Education 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Time: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Segovia, Juan 

Tab #: 7 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of Miami-Dade College 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 
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Committee: Appropriations Committee on Higher Education 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Time: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Fosdyck, Cory J. 
Tab #: 8 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of Northwest Florida State College 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 
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Committee: Appropriations Committee on Higher Education 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Time: 2:00—3:30 p.m. 
Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Peacock, Jack Tanner 
Tab #: 9 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of Northwest Florida State College 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 
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Place: 110 Senate Building 

NAME: Primrose, Nicholas 

Tab #: 10 

BOARD: Board of Trustees of St. Johns River State College 

Final Action: Recommend Confirm 
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