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Tab 2 SB 508 by Jones; Identical to H 00423 Family Empowerment Scholarship Program

948812 A S RCS AED, IJones Delete L.18 - 29: 03/27 07:51 PM
Tab 3 CS/SB 1402 by ED, Yarborough; Similar to CS/H 01079 Students Enrolled in Dropout Retrieval Programs
700282 A S RCS AED, Yarborough Delete L.57: 03/27 07:51 PM
Tab 4 SPB 7030 by AED; Educational Scholarship Programs
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2025 Regular Session The Florida Senate

COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE ON PRE-K - 12
EDUCATION
Senator Burgess, Chair
Senator Pizzo, Vice Chair

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, March 26, 2025
TIME: 1:00—3:00 p.m.
PLACE: Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building

MEMBERS: Senator Burgess, Chair; Senator Pizzo, Vice Chair; Senators Bradley, Calatayud, Fine, Gaetz,
Jones, Osgood, Simon, and Yarborough

BILL DESCRIPTION and

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION
1 Review and Discussion of Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget Issues Relating to Presented
2 SB 508 Family Empowerment Scholarship Program; Fav/CS
Jones Requiring private schools participating in the Family Yeas 9 Nays 0
(Identical H 423) Empowerment Scholarship Program to provide

specified information in writing to parents before
student enroliment in the school, etc.

ED 03/11/2025 Favorable
AED 03/26/2025 Fav/CS

RC
3 CS/SB 1402 Students Enrolled in Dropout Retrieval Programs; Fav/CS
Education Pre-K - 12 / Yarborough  Revising assessment and accountability requirements Yeas 9 Nays O
(Similar CS/H 1079) for a virtual instruction program provider; providing

that dropout retrieval programs serve a specified
group of students, etc.

ED 03/17/2025 Fav/CS
AED 03/26/2025 Fav/CS

FP
Consideration of proposed bill:
4 SPB 7030 Educational Scholarship Programs; Creating an Submitted and Reported
operating categorical fund for implementing the Favorably as Committee Bill
Family Empowerment Scholarship Program; creating Yeas 8 Nays 1

the educational enrollment stabilization program to
provide supplemental state funds to address changes
in full-time equivalent student enrollment; requiring
that specified data include a verification that certain
full-time equivalent student membership survey data
has been cross-checked by the department; renaming
the Hope Scholarship Program as the Hope Program,
etc.

5 Other Related Meeting Documents

S-036 (10/2008)
03262025.1651 Page 1 of 1



Senate Appropriations Committee on
Pre-K - 12 Education

FY 2025-2026 Committee Budget Proposal
Budget Spreadsheet

Senator Burgess, Chair
Senator Pizzo, Vice Chair March 26, 2025
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Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

L Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education
|BE CODE Row# |ISSUE CODE[ISSUE TITLE FTE GR NR GR [EETF NR EETF SSTF [NR SSTF OTHER TF NR OTHER TF ALL FUNDS [NRALL FUNDS _ Row#
1 |EARLY LEARNING SERVICES 1
48220400 2 1100001 [Startup (OPERATING) 98.00 603,292,519 824,800,067 1,428,092,586 - 2
48220400 Realignment of Agency Spending Authority for Northwest R
3 |160E450 Regional Data Center - Deduct (21,556) (29,101) (50,657) 3
48220400 4 13002105 [School Readiness 60,000,000 60,000,000 60,000,000 60,000,000 4
48220400 5 ]3002210 |Voluntary Prekindergarten Program - Adjust Workload (2,637,614) (2,637,614) - 5
48220400
6 |6P00060 [Partnership for School Readiness Appropriations Projects 1,225,000 1,225,000 1,225,000 1,225,000 6
48220400 Partnership for School Readiness - Home Instruction
7 7601200 Program for Pre School Youngsters (HIPPY) 2,500,000 2,500,000 2,500,000 2,500,000 7
48220400 i i - i
s |7601400 F’artnershlp.for School Readiness - Teacher Education and 7,000,000 7,000,000 7,000,000 7.000,000 8
Compensation Helps (T.E.A.C.H.)
48220400 9 |7601500 [Partnership for School Readiness - Help Me Grow Florida 2,691,043 2,691,043 2,691,043 2,691,043 9
48220400 10 7601600 |School Readiness Gold Seal Differentials 75,000,000 75,000,000 75,000,000 75,000,000 | 10
48220400 11 |7601700 |Pay Differential Program 45,000,000 45,000,000 45,000,000 45,000,000 | 11
48220400 12 |7601720 |Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Program Assessments 2,095,525 2,095,525 2,847,075 4,942,600 2,095,525 | 12
48220400 13 |7601730 |Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Summer Bridge 1,300,000 1,300,000 1,300,000 1,300,000 13
48220400 14 7601800 |Early Learning Match Program 40,000,000 30,000,000 40,000,000 30,000,000 14
48220400 15 |7602300 |School Readiness Special Needs Differentials 3,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 | 15
16 |EARLY LEARNING SERVICES 98.00 605,253,874 4,620,525 -| 1,062,809,084 225,191,043 | 1,668,062,958 229,811,568 16
17 17
18 |FEFP STATE GRANTS 18
48250300 19 |1100001 |Startup (OPERATING) 14,616,034,698 609,096,864 266,600,000 15,491,731,562 - 19
48250300 20 |3000800 |Class Size Reduction (47,121,866) (47,121,866) - 20
48250300 21 |3000815 |K-12 Scholarships 871,318,101 871,318,101 - 21
48250300 22 3003600 [Florida Education Finance Program (304,064,449) (304,064,449) - 22
23 |3409040 Fund Shift from General Revenue to State School Trust Fund (143,935,000) (99,735,000) (143,935,000) (99,735,000)| 23
48250300 - Delete
24 3409050 Fund Shift from General Revenue to State School Trust Fund 143,935,000 99,735,000 143,935,000 99,735,000 | 24
48250300 - Add
25 |3409100 Fund Shift from Educational Enhancement Trust Fund to 19,860,812 29,673,969 19,860,812 20,673,969 | 25
48250300 General Revenue - Add
26 |3409150 Fund Shift from Educational Enhancement Trust Fund to (19,860,812) (29,673,969) (19,860,812) (29,673,969)| 26
48250300 General Revenue - Delete
Transfer Funding from the Florida Education Finance
48250300 27 [6400235 Program to K-12 Scholarships - Deduct (3,139,321,681) (3,139,321,681) 27
Transfer Funding from the Florida Education Finance
48250300 28 [6400236 Program to K-12 Scholarships - Add 3,139,321,681 3,139,321,681 28
29 |FEFP STATE GRANTS 14,972,370,672 (129,408,969) 628,957,676 29,673,969 410,535,000 99,735,000 - -[16,011,863,348 - 29
30 30
31 |NON FEFP STATE GRANTS 31
48250400 32 |1100001 |Startup (OPERATING) 393,759,966 7,653,526 401,413,492 - 32
33 [1800100 Tranvsfer of the Intensive Reading Initiative from Non Fefp to (2,530,645) (2,530,645) .33
48250400 Lastinger Center - Deduct
48250400 34 |3006400 |Adjustment to Workload 3,500,000 3,500,000 3,500,000 3,500,000 | 34
48250400 35 |3008010 |Regional Education Consortium Services 50,000 50,000 - 35
48250400 36 |3008100 |Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind 8,962,976 392,246 9,355,222 - 36
48250400 37 |33H4000 |Base Budget Reduction (54,000,000) (54,000,000) - 37
18250400 38 [33N0010 |Replace Recurring Appropriations with Nonrecurring - Add 150,000,000 150,000,000 150,000,000 150,000,000 | 38
18250400 39 |33N0011 |Replace Recurring Appropriations with Nonrecurring - Deduct (150,000,000) (150,000,000) -39
40 |33Nn0035 Rep!ace R(lecurrlng Appropriations with Nonrecurring (2,500,000) (2,500,000) . a0
48250400 Regional Literacy Teams - Deduct
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Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education
|BE copE Rows# |ISSUE CODE[ISSUE TITLE FTE GR NR GR [EETF NR EETF SSTF [NR SSTF OTHER TF NR OTHER TF ALL FUNDS [NRALL FUNDS _ Row#
41 |33N003s | Replace Recurring Appropriations with Nonrecurring 2,500,000 2,500,000 2,500,000 2,500,000 | 41
48250400 Regional Literacy Teams - Add
Replace Recurring Appropriations with Nonrecurring
42 |33N0038 |Computer Science Certification and Teacher Bonuses - (7,000,000) (7,000,000) - 42
48250400 Deduct
43 |33N0039 Replace Recurring Appropriations with Nonrecurring 7,000,000 7,000,000 7,000,000 7000000 43
48250400 Computer Science Certification and Teacher Bonuses - Add e e e U
44 |33v0038 Redyf:e Reourring Appropriations - Computer Science (3,000,000) (3,000,000) . 44
48250400 Certification and Teacher Bonuses
48250400 45 |4300040 [School District Threat Management Coordinators 750,000 750,000 - 45
48250400 46 |4700200 |The Seed School of Miami 365,698 365,698 - 46
47 |5100005 School District Exceptional Student Evaluation Grant 4,000,000 4,000,000 4,000,000 4,000,000 | 47
48250400 Program
48 |5300600 |/°Wish Day Schools Security Guard and Transportation 17,000,000 17,000,000 17,000,000 17,000,000 = 48
48250400 Grant Program - Restore Nonrecurring
49 |6P00070 Meptormg Or Student Assistance Initiatives Appropriations 2,955,000 2,955,000 2,955,000 2,955,000 49
48250400 Projects
18250400 50 |6P00075 |Teacher Professional Development Appropriations Projects 1,196,727 1,196,727 1,196,727 1,196,727 | 50
48250400 51 |6P00080 |Strategic Statewide Initiatives Appropriations Projects 1,695,000 1,695,000 1,695,000 1,695,000 = 51
52 |6Po0oss | School and Instructional Enhancements Appropriations 16,293,305 | 16,293,395 16,293,305 | 16,203,395 | 52
48250400 Projects
48250400 53 |6P00090 |Exceptional Education Appropriations Projects 1,348,605 1,348,605 166,000 166,000 1,514,605 1,514,605 53
54 |oB00130 Educational Eprollmem Stabilization Program - Chapter 2024 50,000,000 50,000,000 50,000,000 50,000,000 | 54
48250400 231, Lof, Section 74
48250400 55 |990R000 |Education Capital Projects 67,243,848 67,243,848 67,243,848 67,243,848 | 55
56 |NON FEFP STATE GRANTS - 509,590,570 324,732,575 - 8,211,772 166,000 517,802,342 324,898,575 56
57 57
58 |FEDERAL GRANTS K12 58
48250500 59 [1100001 |Startup (OPERATING) 2,555,830,704 2,555,830,704 - 59
6250500 60 [5304800 ii?s“’re Nonrecurring Grants and Aids Federal Grants and 99,857,010 99,857,010 99,857,010 99,857,010 60
61 |FEDERAL GRANTS K12 - - - 2,655,687,714 99,857,010 | 2,655,687,714 99,857,010 61
62 62
63 |PGM: ED MEDIA & TECH SERV 63
48250600 64 [1100001 |Startup (OPERATING) 11,038,156 11,038,156 - 64
65 |PGM: ED MEDIA & TECH SERV 11,038,156 - - - - 11,038,156 - 65
66 [ 66
67 |STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 67
48998000 68 |1100001 |Startup (OPERATING) 949.00 153,243,876 159,585,840 312,829,716 - 68
Realignment of Agency Spending Authority for Northwest _
48998000 69 [160E450 Regional Data Center - Deduct (217.970) (611,686) (829,656) 69
48998000 70 |17C99C0 |Realign Enterprise Cybersecurity Resiliency - Add 30,175 85,882 116,057 - 70
48998000 71 2503080 [Direct Billing for Administrative Hearings 17,355 17,355 - 71
48998000 72 |30002C0 |Risk Mitigation Program 1,140,000 1,140,000 1,140,000 1,140,000 | 72
48998000 73 |30005C0 |School Choice Web Applications and Database Update 845,250 845,250 845,250 845,250 | 73
48998000 74 |30012C0_|School Choice Online Portal 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 | 74
48998000 75 |30067C0 |District Tools 3,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 | 75
48998000 76 _|30080C0 |Transparency Tool 3,777,000 3,777,000 3,777,000 3,777,000 | 76
Replace Recurring Appropriations with Nonrecurring
77 |33N0030 |Development of New Advance Courses Assessments - (2,000,000) (2,000,000) - 77
48998000 Deduct
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Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

[BE copE Row# |ISSUE CODE[ISSUE TITLE FTE GR NR GR [EETF NR EETF SSTF NR SSTF OTHER TF NR OTHER TF ALL FUNDS NRALL FUNDS _ Row#
78 |33Nn0031 Replace Recurring Appropriations with Nonrecurring 2,000,000 2,000,000 2,000,000 2,000,000 | 78
18998000 Development of New Advance Courses Assessments - Add
79 |33n0032 Replace Recurring Appropriations with Nonrecurring College (8,000,000) (8,000,000) | 79
48998000 Entrance Assessments - Deduct
80 |33N0033 Replace Recurring Appropriations with Nonrecurring College 8,000,000 8,000,000 8,000,000 8,000,000 | 80
48998000 Entrance Assessments - Add
48998000 81 |33V1600 [Reduce Positions Vacant In Excess of 180 Days (29.00) (1,914,373) (1,914,373) - 81
82 |3600PCO Florida Plannling, Accounting, and Ledger Management 250,000 250,000 250,000 250,000 | 82
48998000 (PALM) Readiness
48998000 83 |4000A30 |Hope Navigators 1,142,828 64,370 1,142,828 64,370 | 83
48998000 84 |4004630 [Teachers Classroom Supply Program 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000 | 84
85 |5300PCO Restore Nonrecurring - Florida Plar!nlng, Accounting, and 1,450,000 1,450,000 1,450,000 1,450,000 | 85
48998000 Ledger Management (PALM) Readiness
86 |STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 920.00 165,064,141 22,826,620 - - - - 159,060,036 - 324,124,177 22,826,620 86
87 |Grand Total 1,018.00 (16,263,317,413 222,770,751 628,957,676 29,673,969 410,535,000 99,735,000 | 3,885,768,606 325,214,053 (21,188,578,695 677,393,773 87
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Budget Entity Appropriation Categroy

Appropriation Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education Projects

Project

Split

Operations

G/A-PRTNSHIP/SCHOOL READ C.R.E.A.T.E. West Pasco Program for Children (SF 3239) No 500,000 0 500,000
Community & Family Building Early Learning Initiative (SF 1808) No 350,000 0 350,000

Preschool Emergency Alert Response Learning System (SF 1012) No 375,000 0 375,000

1,225,000 0| 1,225,000

G/A-MENTORING/STUDENT INIT Best Buddies Jobs Project (SF 2379) No 400,000 0 400,000
Best Buddies Mentoring and Student Assistance Initiative (SF 2051) No 350,000 0 350,000

Big Brothers Big Sisters Bigs Inspiring Scholastic Success (BISS) Project (SF 2698) No 1,750,000 0| 1,750,000

Let's Help Teen Girls BLOOM (SF 2128) No 30,000 0 30,000

Summer, Cameras, Action! Youth Summer Leadership Experience! (SF 3369) No 75,000 0 75,000

Youth Matters Mentorship Program (SF 2296) No 350,000 0 350,000

Sub-Total 2,955,000 0| 2,955,000
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEV Empowering Educators: A Resilience Initiative for Hillsborough and Pasco Counties (SF 1678) No 350,000 0 350,000
Personalized Learning Initiative for K-12 Education (SF 2700) No 350,000 0 350,000

Teacher Apprenticeship Program (SF 2106) No 496,727 0 496,727

Sub-Total 1,196,727 0| 1,196,727
G/A-STRAT STWD INITIATIVES American History Live (SF 2770) No 95,000 0 95,000
Education Technology Inventory Dashboard & Clearinghouse (SF 1248) No 350,000 0 350,000

HAPCO Music & Culinary Education Programs (SF 3344) No 200,000 0 200,000

L.E.A.D. (Law Enforcement Against Drugs and Violence): Statewide Implementation (SF 3073) No 350,000 0 350,000

Preparing Florida's Workforce Through Agricultural Education (SF 2788) No 350,000 0 350,000

WIN Florida (SF 3016) No 350,000 0 350,000

Sub-Total 1,695,000 0| 1,695,000
G/A-SCHOOL/INSTRUCT ENHANC After-School All-Stars (SF 1477) No 350,000 0 350,000
Alpert Jewish Family Service, Rales JFS & inSIGHT Through Education Traveling Holocaust Classroom (SF 1599) No 165,000 0 165,000

ARK Innovation Center at Pinellas County Schools (SF 2380) Yes 350,000 0 350,000

B. WRIGHT COMMUNITY UNDERSERVED LEADERSHIP STEAM PROGRAM (SF 1200) No 150,000 0 150,000

BLUE Missions REACH Program (SF 2699) No 350,000 0 350,000

Breakthrough Miami (SF 2220) No 350,000 0 350,000

Busch Wildlife Sanctuary's Environmental Education Program (SF 1066) No 500,000 0 500,000

Campus Guardian Angel Program (SF 2169) No 350,000 0 350,000

Career Pathways - Building Florida's Workforce (SF 3345) No 205,000 0 205,000

Caregiving Youth Project (SF 3203) No 250,000 0 250,000

Citrus County Schools - Crystal River High Health Academy Expansion (SF 2732) Yes 0 350,000 350,000

City of Fort Lauderdale Education Enrichment Program (SF 1256) No 350,000 0 350,000

Construction Drawings and Ground Breaking for an Education and Social Service Center (SF 3221) Yes 45,000 900,000 945,000

Duval County Public Schools -expanding Elementary Career and Technical Education (CTE) Opportunities (SF 1991) No 350,000 0 350,000

Economic Job Growth: Cleared for takeoff: Rural Aviation STEM Program for High Schools (SF 2564) No 337,200 0 337,200

Empowered of Central Florida expansion of the Rock Program Into Lake, Citrus & Sumter Counties (SF 1351) No 350,000 0 350,000

Explicit Instruction for Emergent Bilingual Students--Osceola County (SF 3133) No 350,000 0 350,000

1lof3



Budget Entity
STATE GRANTS/K-12 PROGRAM - NON FEFP

Appropriation Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education Projects

Appropriation Categroy Project Split Operations FCO Total
G/A-SCHOOL/INSTRUCT ENHANC Florida Healthy Choices Sexual Risk Avoidance Program (SF 2946) No 364,113 0 364,113
Greater Miami Jewish Federation's Holocaust Memorial (SF 2798) No 1,500,000 0| 1,500,000
Gulf District Schools Math and Reading Enhancement Program (SF 2575) No 305,000 0 305,000
Hands of Mercy Everywhere Teen Moms and At-Risk Youth Vocational Training (SF 1723) No 350,000 0 350,000
Helping Advance and Nurture the Development of Youth (Handy) (SF 2434) No 475,000 0 475,000
High School Math Oncology Internship Program (SF 2135) No 100,000 0 100,000
Holocaust Education Resource Council (SF 2962) No 400,000 0 400,000
Holocaust Learning Center (HLC) at David Posnack Jewish Community Center (DPJCC) (SF 3342) No 225,000 0 225,000
Holocaust Learning Experience Education Platform Expansion (SF 2401) No 1,114,000 0| 1,114,000
Jewish Day School Student Transportation Safety Initiative (SF 1202) No 350,000 0 350,000
Jewish Federation Multicultural Campus: Lodge & Holocaust Education Center (SF 1032) Yes 225,000 845,350 1,070,350
Junior Achievement of South Florida Youth Workforce Program Expansion (SF 1130) No 350,000 0 350,000
K-12 Student Engagement at the Kennedy Space Center (SF 3290) No 350,000 0 350,000
Links to Success (SF 3087) Yes 400,000 | 150,000 550,000
Miami-Dade County Public Schools SpaceHUB @ Booker T. Washington High School (SF 2751) Yes 200,000 150,000 350,000
National Flight Academy (SF 2995) No 350,000 0 350,000
NEXT GENERATION LEADERSHIP SERVICES (SF 1855) No 150,000 0 150,000
North Florida Worlds of Work (SF 3018) No 350,000 0 350,000
Northeast Florida Career Readiness Catalyst Project for Future Economic Success (SF 2033) No 365,000 0 365,000
One Hundred Black Men of South Florida - Dr. Harold Guinyard Leadership Academy (SF 1710) No 200,000 0 200,000
Overtown Youth Center - College and Career Readiness (SF 1588) No 500,000 0 500,000
Roosevelt Elementary School Program Enhancements (SF 2771) Yes 329,000 21,000 350,000
Securing the Continuation of the State Science and Engineering Fair of Florida: Project Year 3 of 5 (SF 2162) No 139,082 0 139,082
Seminole County Public Schools - Academy of Engineering Modernization & Expansion (SF 1476) Yes 350,000 0 350,000
South Walton High School - Career Academy (SF 2683) No 350,000 0 350,000
St. Augustine Airport Student Maintenance Training Program (SF 2543) No 250,000 0 250,000
State Academic Tournament (SF 1649) No 250,000 0 250,000
Student Wellness Center (SF 3358) No 400,000 0 400,000
Teacher Safety Training Program (SF 1903) No 350,000 0 350,000
United Way of Northeast Florida - Achievers for Life (SF 2848) No 350,000 0 350,000
Workforce Development and Career Readiness Through STEM Education (SF 2772) Yes 100,000 250,000 350,000
Sub-Total 16,293,395 | 2,666,350 | 18,959,745
G/A-EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION Live With LEV Beyond the Bell (SF 1083) No 75,000 0 75,000
Love Serving Autism Therapeutic Wellness Program (SF 1145) No 350,000 0 350,000
Miami Lighthouse Academy, LLC (SF 1843) No 200,000 0 200,000
The Family Cafe (SF 1196) No 350,000 0 350,000
Tree of Knowledge: Chabad/Jewish Students with Autism and Special Needs Learning Center (SF 1452) No 373,605 0 373,605
Very Special Arts Program (SF 2142) No 166,000 0 166,000
Sub-Total 1,514,605 0| 1,514,605
PUBLIC SCHOOL SPECIAL PROJ Broward Schools McArthur High School Aquaponics Greenhouse (SF 2235) No 0 100,000 100,000
Jacksonville Classical Academy Expansion (SF 2587) No 0 | 3,000,000 | 3,000,000
Sub-Total 0 | 3,100,000 | 3,100,000
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Appropriation Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education Projects

Budget Entity Appropriation Categroy Project Split Operations
FACIL REPAIRS/MAINT/CONST Centro Mater Infant & Toddlers Facility (SF 1828) No 0 350,000 350,000
Children's Center for Education and Collaboration-The Historic Cocoa Village Playhouse, Inc. (SF 1049) No 0 350,000 350,000
Florence A. De George Teen Center/Facility Improvements (SF 1631) No 0 350,000 350,000
LiFT: Employment & Training for Students with Neurodiversity (SF 2388) No 0 350,000 350,000
MOSI's Digital Dome Theatre Classroom Expansion (SF 1234) No 0 476,000 476,000
Stranahan House Center of the Community Initiative (SF 1251) No 0 350,000 350,000
The Arc Gateway - Pearl Nelson Center (SF 3001) No 0 400,000 400,000
The Galileo Early Learning Center/Promoting Teacher Retention (SF 1491) No 0 350,000 350,000
Sub-Total 0 | 2,976,000 | 2,976,000
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The Florida Senate

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

BILL: CS/SB 508

INTRODUCER:  Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education and Senator Jones

SUBJECT: Family Empowerment Scholarship Program
DATE: March 28, 2025 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Palazesi Bouck ED Favorable
2. Gray Elwell AED Fav/CS
3. RC

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes

Summary:

CS/SB 508 requires private schools participating in the Family Empowerment Scholarship
program, to inform parents of students with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), Education
Plan (EP), English Learner Plan (ELP), or a 504 plan about available specialized services and
therapies offered at the school. Such notice must be before enroliment or grade level transitions.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2025.

The bill does not have fiscal impact to state revenues or expenditures. See Section V. Fiscal
Impact Statement.

I. Present Situation:
Private School Requirements for the State Scholarship Programs

Florida offers several scholarship programs that allow parents of eligible students to register in
and attend a private school that may better serve a student’s particular needs, or to provide
educational options for students with disabilities or who are receiving parent-directed instruction.
The three scholarship programs include:
e The Family Empowerment Scholarships, which include:

o The Family Empowerment Scholarship for students attending a private school (FES-EO).
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o The Family Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA).!

The Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship Program,? consisting of a scholarship for students
attending private school and a scholarship for students in a personalized education program.®
The Hope Scholarship Program (HSP).*

A private school is a nonpublic school defined as an as an individual, association, or
corporation, that designates itself as an educational center that includes kindergarten or a higher
grade or as an elementary, secondary, business, technical, or trade school below college level or
any organization that provides instructional services.® For a private school to be eligible to
participate in the FTC and FES programs the school is required to:

Comply with the antidiscrimination provisions of 42 U.S.C. s. 2000d.®

Notify the department of its intent to participate in a scholarship program and if there is any
change to the school’s name, director, or mailing or physical address.

Provide to the Department of Education (DOE) or Scholarship-Funding Organization (SFO)
all documentation required for student participation, including attendance verification and fee
schedule.

Annually complete a notarized scholarship compliance form certifying school employees and
contract personnel have completed the background screening requirements.

Prohibit education support employees, instructional personnel, and school administrators
from employment in a position that requires direct contact with students if the personnel or
administrators are ineligible for such employment based on the background screening results.
Demonstrate fiscal soundness and accountability.

Employ teachers who hold baccalaureate or higher degrees, have at least three years of
teaching experience in public or private schools, or have special skills, knowledge, or
experience.

Adopt policies establishing standards of ethical conduct for education support employees,
instructional personnel, and school administrators.

Maintain a physical location in the state.

Publish on the school’s website that a student placed in the private school does not have an
individual right to receive some or all of the special education and related services that the
student would receive if enrolled in a public school under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA).

Provide quarterly updates on student progress and cooperate with parents who choose to have
their student participate in the statewide assessment program.

Provide a report from an independent certified public accountant if certain conditions are
met.

Not be owned or operated by an entity or person controlled by foreign country of concern.’

! Section 1002.394, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0952, F.A.C.

2 Section 1002.395, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0960, F.A.C.

3 Section 1002.395(7), F.S.

4 Section 1002.40, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0951, F.A.C.

5 Section 1002.01(3), F.S.

642 U.S.C. s. 2000d. No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal
financial assistance.

7 Section 1002.421(1), F.S.
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Private schools participating in the FES scholarship program must provide the SFO confirmation
of the student’s admission into the school, administer DOE approved norm-referenced
assessments or administer the statewide assessment, and discuss with the parent, whose child is
receiving the FES-UA scholarship, the school’s academic programs and policies, specialized
services, code of conduct, and attendance policies prior to the student enrolling.®

Specialized Educational Plans

Certain students in Florida are provided with specialized educational plans based on the students’
individual educational needs. These plans may include an Individualized Education Plan (IEP),
Plan, Education Plan, English Language Learner plan, or 504 accommodations plan. An IEP is
developed for students with disabilities and outlines the special education, related services, and
supplementary aides and services to be provided to the student.® An Education Plan is a written
plan for each child who is identified as eligible for gifted education describing the student’s
educational needs and the services that will be provided to meet those needs.® An English
Language Learner (ELL) Plan details instructional programs (including non-English for Speakers
of Other Languages programs), instructional time or schedule, identification date of limited
English proficiency, assessment data for classification or reclassification as an ELL, and exit
date with corresponding assessment data.'! A 504 accommodations plan provides students with
disabilities access to accommodations and modifications necessary for them to access the same
education as their peers.?

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill amends 5.1002.394, F.S., to require private schools participating in the Family
Empowerment Scholarship to specify for parents which components of the student’s
Individualized Education Plan (IEP), Education Plan (EP), English Learner Plan (ELP), or 504
Plan will be implemented. The bill also authorizes the private school to update the specialized
services and therapies offered if the school district revises its list of equitable services or when a
student transitions to a new grade level, whichever occurs first. Lastly, the bill requires that
within 30 days of receiving a private school services plan from the district, the parent must be
informed of which modifications, accommodations, and therapies included in the plan will be
honored by the private school.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2025.

8 Section 1002.394(9), F.S.

%34 C.F.R. 5.300.320.

10 Rule 6A-6.030191, F.A.C. Florida Department of Education, Technical Assistance Paper: Development of Educational
Plans for Students Who Are Gifted, available at http://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-7762/dps-2016-53.pdf
(last visited Mar. 19, 2025).

11 Rule 6A-6.0901, F.A.C.

12.U.S. Department of Education, Frequently Asked Questions: Section 504 Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE),
available at https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/civil-rights-laws/disability-discrimination/frequently-asked-questions-
section-504-fape, (last visited Mar.19, 2025).
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V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

Constitutional Issues:

A.

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.

State Tax or Fee Increases:

None.

Other Constitutional Issues:

None.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

A.

Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

Private Sector Impact:
None.

Government Sector Impact:

This bill does not have an impact to state revenues or expenditures.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends section 1002.394 of the Florida Statutes.
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IX. Additional Information:

A Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education on March 25, 2025:

The committee substitute:

e Requires private schools to clearly specify for parents which components of a
student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP), Education Plan (EP), English Learner
Plan (ELP), or 504 Plan will be implemented.

e Authorizes private schools to update the specialized services and therapies they offer
if the school district revises its list of equitable services or when a student transitions
to a new grade level—whichever occurs first.

e Requires that within 30 days of receiving a private school services plan from the
school district, the parent must be informed of which modifications, accommodations,
and therapies included in the plan will be honored by the private school.

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/27/2025
The Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education (Jones)

recommended the following:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 18 - 29

and insert:

(d) Before a student with an Individualized Education Plan,

Education Plan, English Learner Plan, or 504 plan’s initial

enrollment or grade level transition, provide to the parent, in

writing, Fer—a—student—determinedeligible pursuant—to paragraph
43 )7—disewss the school’s academic programs and policies,
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and specialized services and therapies offered at the school.

The private school must specifically delineate for the parent

which elements of the student’s Individualized Education Plan,

Education Plan, English Learner Plan, or 504 plan will be met. A

private school may update specialized services and therapies

offered if a school district updates its list of equitable

services offered, or at a student’s grade level transition,

whichever comes first. In addition, within 30 days of the school

district providing an eligible student with a private school

services plan, befere—enrellment—with the parent must be

informed of what modifications, accommodations, and therapies

included in +te—determine—which programs—andservices maymeet
the student’s plan will be honored by the private school

================= 17 I T L E A MENDDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Delete lines 6 - 7
and insert:
in writing to parents before certain students enroll
in the school; requiring that the parent of certain
students be informed of certain information within a

specified timeframe; providing an effective date.
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By Senator Jones

34-00858-25 2025508

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Family Empowerment Scholarship
Program; amending s. 1002.394, F.S.; requiring private
schools participating in the Family Empowerment
Scholarship Program to provide specified information
in writing to parents before student enrollment in the

school; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subsection (9) of section
1002.394, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.394 The Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.-—

(9) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—To be
eligible to participate in the Family Empowerment Scholarship
Program, a private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and
must:

(d) Before a student’s enrollment, provide to the parent in

writing Fer—a—studentdetermined eligible pursuant—teo paragraph

+3+b)+—disewss the school’s academic programs and policies,

specialized services, code of conduct, amd attendance policies,

and specialized services and therapies offered at the school. In

addition, each parent of a student with an Individualized

Education Plan, Education Plan, English Language Learner Plan,

or 504 plan must be informed of what modifications,

accommodations, and therapies included in the student’s plan

will be honored befer arotiment—with—the parent—todetermin
hich =i 1 + + 1 oA + I 1 = 1 1
hriehprograms—and Fi Frery— R R vele R iradividuat
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34-00858-25 2025508

If a private school fails to meet the requirements of this
subsection or s. 1002.421, the commissioner may determine that
the private school is ineligible to participate in the
scholarship program.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

Page 2 of 2
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The Florida Senate

Committee Agenda Request

To: Senator Danny Burgess, Chair
Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

Subject: Committee Agenda Request

Date: March 12, 2025

| respectfully request that Senate Bill #508, relating to Family Empowerment Scholarship
Program, be placed on the:

4 committee agenda at your earliest possible convenience.

[] next committee agenda.

)5

Senator Shevrin D. “Shev” Jones
Florida Senate, District 34

File signed original with committee office S-020 (03/2004)
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BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

BILL: CS/CS/SB 1402

INTRODUCER:  Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education; Education Pre-K - 12 Committee;
and Senator Yarborough

SUBJECT: Students Enrolled in Dropout Retrieval Programs
DATE: March 28, 2025 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Palazesi Bouck ED Fav/CS
2. Gray Elwell AED Fav/CS
3. FP

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes

Summary:

CS/CS/SB 1402 defines dropout retrieval programs as programs that serve students who have
officially withdrawn from high school and were not engaged in the education system at the time
of enrollment in the dropout retrieval program. The bill also requires all dropout retrieval
programs to choose between receiving a school improvement rating or a school grade.

The bill requires that each Virtual Instruction Provider (VIP) receives a school grade or school
improvement rating for each district with which it contracts, based on the assessment scores of
all students served within those districts. The bill also exempts a VIP operating as a dropout
retrieval program from receiving a district grade.

This bill takes effect July 1, 2025.

This bill does not have a fiscal impact on state revenues or expenditures. See Section V., Fiscal
Impact Statement.
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Il. Present Situation:
Virtual Instruction Programs

A virtual instruction program (VIP) is a program of instruction provided in an interactive

learning environment created through technology in which students are separated from their

teachers by time or space, or both.! Florida law establishes a variety of options to make virtual

instruction accessible to K-12 students. These options include:

e Full-time or part-time enrollment in a school district virtual instruction program;?

e Full-time enrollment in a virtual charter school;?

e Enrollment in individual virtual courses offered by school districts and approved by the
Department of Education (DOE);* and

e Full-time and part-time enrollment in Florida Virtual Schools (FLVS) or school district
FLVS franchises.®

The VIP providers that are approved by the DOE must meet the following requirements:

e Align virtual course curriculum and course content to the state academic standards.

e Offer instruction that is designed to enable a student to gain proficiency in each virtual
instruction course of study.

e Provide each student enrolled in the virtual instruction program with all the necessary
instructional materials.

e Provide each full-time student enrolled in the virtual instruction program who qualifies for
free or reduced-price school lunches and who does not have a computer or internet access in
his or herehome with the equipment necessary for participants in the virtual instruction
program.

Accel Schools East, Connections Education of Florida, LLC, FLVS, Graduation Alliance,
Imagine Learning, K12 Florida, Mater Virtual Academy, Optima Academy Online, and
Somerset Virtual Academy are the current DOE-approved statewide VIP programs.’

Each approved VIP must participate in the statewide assessment program and receive a school
grade or school improvement rating. Each statewide VIP provider’s school improvement rating
or school grade is based on the aggregated assessment scores of all students served by the
provider statewide. Additionally, each approved virtual instruction program provider receives a
district grade based upon the aggregated assessment scores of all students served by the VIP

! Section 1002.45(1), F.S.

2 Section 1002.45, F.S.

3 Sections 1002.33(1) and 1002.45(1), F.S.

4 Section 1003.498, F.S.

> Section 1002.45(2), F.S.; see also Florida Department of Education, List of Approved Program and Course Providers,
https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/virtual-edu/provider-resources/approved-providers/ (last visited
March 19, 2025).

6 Section 1002.45(3) F.S.

" Florida Department of Education, List of Approved Program and Course Providers, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/virtual-edu/provider-resources/approved-providers/ (last visited
March 19, 2025).
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statewide and a separate school grade for each school district with which it contracts based upon
the assessment scores of all students served within the school district.®

Dropout Prevention and Academic Intervention

Dropout prevention and academic intervention programs differ from traditional educational
programs and schools in scheduling, administrative structure, philosophy, curriculum, or setting
and must employ alternative teaching methodologies, curricula, learning activities, and
diagnostic and assessment procedures in order to meet the needs, interests, abilities, and talents
of eligible students. Dropout prevention and academic intervention are required to provide
curricula, character development and law education, and related services that support the
program goals and lead to improved performance in the areas of academic achievement,
attendance, and discipline.® Educational alternative programs, disciplinary programs, dropout
retrieval programs, alternative to expulsion programs, teenage parent programs, and city and
county jail programs are considered dropout prevention programs.

Dropout retrieval programs are designed for students who have officially dropped out of school,
re-enrolled and are persevering towards graduation with a primary focus on credit recovery and
career planning. In the 2023-2024 school year, 3,095 students at all grade levels participated in a
dropout retrieval program and the outcome data for students in dropout retrieval programs reveal
the following:

e 530 (42.6 percent) of 1,244 students in grade 12 graduated with a high school diploma.

177 (6.3 percent) of 2,810 students in grades nine-12 dropped out of school.

1,851 (59.8 percent) of 3,095 students were promoted to a higher grade.

1,825 (59 percent) of 3,095 students missed 10 percent or more school days; and

No students were suspended for more than 10 days or expelled. 1°

School Grades

School grades are used to explain a school’s performance in a familiar, easy-to-understand
manner for parents and the public.!* School grades are also used to determine whether a school
must select or implement a turnaround option? or whether a school is eligible for school
recognition funds as appropriated by the Legislature.*®

Elementary, middle and high schools each share a basic model for determining school grades,
based on the percentage of total points earned by a school for each component in the model.
Middle and high school models include additional components beyond the basic model.
Combination school models include the additional components for the grades served (e.g., a
school serving grades k-12 would include the additional components for the middle and high

8 Section 1002.45(7) F.S.

% Section 1003.53(1), F.S.

10 Florida Department of Education, Dropout Prevention and Academic Intervention Programs 2023-2024 Annual Report,
available at https://www.fldoe.org/file/5576/2324DropoutPreventReport.pdf.

11 Section 1008.34(1), F.S.

12 Section 1008.33(4), F.S.

13 Section 1008.36, F.S.
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school models). Each school must receive a school grade based on the school’s performance in

the following components:'4

e The percentage of eligible students passing statewide, standardized assessments in ELA,
mathematics, science, and social studies.

e The percentage of eligible students who make learning gains in ELA and mathematics as
measured by statewide, standardized assessments.

e The percentage of eligible students in the lowest 25 percent in ELA and mathematics, as
identified by prior year performance on statewide, standardized assessments, who make
learning gains as measured by statewide, standardized ELA assessments.

e For schools comprised of grade levels that include grade three, the percentage of eligible
students who score an achievement level three or higher on the grade three statewide,
standardized ELA assessment.

e For schools comprised of middle grades six through eight or grades seven and eight, the
percentage of eligible students passing high school level statewide, standardized end-of-
course assessments or attaining national industry certifications identified in the CAPE
Industry Certification Funding List pursuant to SBE rule.'®

For a school comprised of grades nine-12, or 10-12, the school’s grade includes the following

components:

e The four-year high school graduation rate of the school.

e The percentage of students who were eligible to earn college and career credit in a specified
acceleration mechanism, who earn a specified industry certification, or who participate in
Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps courses and earn a qualifying score on the Armed
Services Vocational Aptitude Battery. 1

School Improvement Ratings for Alternative Schools

An alternative school, for the purposes of school accountability, is a school that provides dropout
prevention and academic intervention services. An alternative school may choose to receive a
school improvement rating or a school grade. School improvement ratings are calculated using
student learning gains on statewide, standardized English Language Arts and mathematics
assessments for all eligible students who are enrolled in the school and who have assessment
scores or comparable scores for the preceding school year.!” Schools that improve their ratings
by at least one level or maintain a “commendable” rating are eligible for school recognition
awards. The school improvement rating identifies an alternative school as having one of the
following ratings:
e Commendable: a significant percentage of the students attending the school are making
learning gains.
e Maintaining: a sufficient percentage of the students attending the school are making learning
gains.

14 Section 1008.34(3)(b), F.S.™ Section 1008.34(3), F.S.; See also Rule 6A-1.09981(4)(a)-(c), F.A.C.
15 Section 1008.34(3), F.S.; See also Rule 6A-1.09981(4)(a)-(c), F.A.C.

16 Section 1008.34(3)(b), F.S.

17 Section 1008.341(3), F.S.
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e Unsatisfactory: an insufficient percentage of the students attending the school are making
learning gains. 18

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

This bill amends section 1002.45, F.S., to require that each Virtual Instruction Provider (VIP)
receive a school grade or school improvement rating for each district with which it contracts,
based on the assessment scores of all students served within those districts. The bill also exempts
VIP providers that operate as a dropout retrieval program from receiving a district grade.

The bill also amends s. 1003.53, F.S., to define a dropout retrieval program as a program serving
students who have officially withdrawn from high school before graduation and were not
engaged in the education system at the time of enrollment. The bill also requires all dropout
retrieval programs to choose between receiving a school improvement rating or a school grade.

This act takes effect July 1, 2025.
V. Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.
E. Other Constitutional Issues:
None.
V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

18 Section 1008.341(2), F.S.
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

B.

Private Sector Impact:
None.
Government Sector Impact:

This bill does not have a fiscal impact on state revenues or expenditures.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1002.45 and
1003.53.

Additional Information:

A.

Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS/CS by Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education on March 25, 2025:
The committee substitute requires all dropout retrieval programs to choose between
receiving a school improvement rating or a school grade.

CS by Education Pre-K - 12 on March 17, 2025:

The committee substitute requires that each Virtual Instruction Provider (VIP) receive a
school grade or school improvement rating for each district with which it contracts, based
on the assessment scores of all students served within those districts. The committee
substitute also exempts a VIP operating as a dropout retrieval program from receiving a
district grade. Finally, the committee substitute moves the definition of a dropout
retrieval program from the original bill to the dropout prevention and academic
intervention statute.

Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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The Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

(Yarborough) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
Delete line 57

and insert:

enrollment in the program. Each dropout retrieval program shall

choose to receive a school grade under s. 1008.34 or a school

improvement rating under s. 1008.341.

And the title is amended as follows:
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By the Committee on Education Pre-K - 12; and Senator Yarborough

581-02510-25 20251402cl
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to students enrolled in dropout
retrieval programs; amending s. 1002.45, F.S.;
revising assessment and accountability requirements
for a virtual instruction program provider; providing
that a virtual instruction program provider operating
exclusively as a dropout retrieval program is exempt
from specified requirements; amending s. 1003.53,
F.S.; providing that dropout retrieval programs serve
a specified group of students; providing an effective

date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (7) of section
1002.45, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.45 Virtual instruction programs.—

(7) ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—

(a) Each approved virtual instruction program provider
contracted pursuant to this section must:

1. Participate in the statewide assessment program under s.
1008.22 and in the state’s education performance accountability
system under s. 1008.31.

2. Receive a school grade under s. 1008.34 or a school
improvement rating under s. 1008.341, as applicable, for each
district with which it contracts, based on the assessment scores

of all students served within the school district. The——sehoot
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seeores—of all students served by the provider statewide~ Each
approved virtual instruction program provider shall receive a
district grade pursuant to s. 1008.34 based upon the aggregated
assessment scores of all students served by the provider

statewide and a separate school grade or school improvement

rating for each school district with which it contracts based
upon the assessment scores of all students served within the

school district. A virtual instruction program provider

operating exclusively as a dropout retrieval program as

described in s. 1003.53(7) is exempt from the district grade

requirement of this paragraph. The department shall publish the

school grade or school improvement rating received by each
approved virtual instruction program provider on its Internet
website. The department shall develop an evaluation method for
providers of part-time programs which includes the percentage of
students making learning gains, the percentage of students
successfully passing any required end-of-course assessment, the
percentage of students taking Advanced Placement examinations,
and the percentage of students scoring 3 or higher on an
Advanced Placement examination.

Section 2. Present subsection (7) of section 1003.53,
Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (8), and a new
subsection (7) is added to that section, to read:

1003.53 Dropout prevention and academic intervention.—

(7) Dropout retrieval programs serve students who have

officially withdrawn from high school before graduation and who

are not engaged in the education system at the time of

enrollment in the program.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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I respectfully request that Senate Bill #1402, relating to Students Enrolled in Dropout Retrieval
Programs, be placed on the:

] committee agenda at your earliest possible convenience.

XI  next committee agenda.

Clpy Yoormecl

Senator Clay Yarborough &
Florida Senate, District 4

File signed original with committee office $-020 (03/2004)
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BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

BILL: SB 7030

INTRODUCER:  Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education

SUBJECT: Educational Scholarship Programs
DATE: March 27, 2025 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
Gray Elwell AED Submitted as Comm. Bill/FAV
Summary:

SB 7030 makes substantial changes to education choice and school funding programs to improve
student tracking, ensure the funding follows the student, enhance budget predictability, and
create consistency across scholarship programs.

To ensure funding stability, the bill moves the Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES) into a
separate categorical within the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP). The bill expands the
use of the Educational Stabilization Fund to provide financial support for districts with changes
in student enrollment and to ensure scholarships are funded for all eligible students.
Additionally, scholarship payments will shift from quarterly to monthly.

The bill standardizes processes across all scholarship programs by establishing fall and spring
application windows, requiring a single application, and requiring documentation to verify
enrollment status. The bill requires the DOE to develop a standard withdrawal form for families
leaving the public school to enroll in a scholarship program and requires families to verify
continued eligibility before each payment. The first payment installment will occur in mid-
August, and funds cannot be awarded retroactively for ineligible periods.

To address data accuracy, the bill requires additional documentation at the time of application,
including residency verification and a birth certificate. The bill requires the Department of
Education (DOE) to cross-check applicants against public school enrollment records and assign a
student ID to all scholarship recipients to standardize data tracking. The DOE is required to
implement a uniform reimbursement and invoicing process.

To enhance oversight, the bill requires an annual full-time equivalent (FTE) audit of scholarship
programs by the Auditor General, with Scholarship Funding Organizations (SFOs) required to
return any misallocated funds.

The bill repeals the New Worlds Scholarship Program and modifies the Hope Scholarship
Program.
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The bill has both negative and positive indeterminate fiscal impacts relating to multiple
provisions in the bill. See Section V., Fiscal Impact Statement.

The bill is effective July 1, 2025.
Il. Present Situation:

The present situation for the relevant portions of the bill is discussed under the Effect of
Proposed Changes of this bill analysis.

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:
Florida’s Pre-K - 12 Scholarship Program

Florida offers several scholarship programs that allow parents of an eligible student to register
their child to attend a private school that may better serve the student’s particular needs, provide
educational options for their student with a disability, or direct the education of their child. The
three scholarship programs include:

e The Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES), which includes:

o The Family Empowerment Scholarship for students attending a private school (FES-EO).
o The Family Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA).!

e The Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship Program,? for students attending a private school
or for students in a personalized education program (PEP).

e The Hope Scholarship Program (HSP).*

e Private schools must meet specific criteria in order to be eligible to participate in Florida’s
scholarship programs. The Department of Education (DOE) and Commissioner of Education®
are tasked with implementation and oversight responsibilities. Florida’s scholarship programs
are administered by scholarship funding organizations (SFOs) approved by the DOE.®

As of March 2025, a total of 494,238 students were funded in the scholarship program for school
year 2024-2025 through Step Up for Students:

265,522 students were funded through FES-EO Scholarship;

115,417 students were funded through the FES-UA Scholarship;

54,356 students were funded through FTC Scholarship; and

58,943 students were funded through the PEP scholarship.’

1 Section 1002.394, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0952, F.A.C.
2 Section 1002.395, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0960, F.A.C.
3 Section 1002.395(7), F.S.

4 Section 1002.40, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0951, F.A.C.
5 Section 1002.421, F.S.

6 See ss. 1002.394(11) and 1002.395(6) and (15), F.S.

7 Email, Step Up for Students (March 21, 2024)
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State School Choice Scholarship Program Accountability and Oversight

Present Situation

Private School Requirements

Each scholarship program has unique requirements for private schools, but there are common
criteria that each private school must meet in order to participate in any of the state’s scholarship
programs.® All private schools in Florida may be sectarian or nonsectarian, must meet Florida’s
definition of a private school,® be registered with the state, and be in compliance with all the
requirements of a private school. A private school that participates in the scholarship program
must also:

Comply with 42 U.S.C. s. 2000d which prohibits excluding a person from participation in
federally assisted programs on the grounds of race, color, or national origin.

Notify the Department of Education (DOE) of its intent to participate in a scholarship
program.

Notify the DOE of any changes in the school’s name, director, mailing address, or physical
location within 15 days of the change.

Provide the DOE or the SFO all required documentation for student registration and
payment.

Provide to the SFO the school’s fee schedule.

Annually complete and submit to the DOE a notarized scholarship compliance statement
verifying compliance with background screening requirements.

Demonstrate fiscal soundness in accordance with statutory requirements.

Meet applicable state and local health, safety, and welfare laws, codes, and rules.

Employ or contract with teachers that meet specified qualifications.

Maintain a physical location in the state at which each student has regular and direct contact
with teachers. Regular and direct contact with teachers may be satisfied for students enrolled
in a personalized education program if students have regular and direct contact with teachers
at the physical location at least two school days per week and the student learning plan
addresses the remaining instructional time.

Provide to parents information regarding the school’s programs, services, classroom teacher
qualifications, and a statement that a private school student with a disability does not have a
right to all of the services that the student would receive if enrolled in a public school under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Provide the parent, at least on a quarterly basis, with a written report of the student’s
progress.

Cooperate with a parent who wants a student to participate in Florida’s statewide,
standardized assessments.

Adopt policies establishing standards of ethical conduct for educational support employees,
instructional personnel, and school administrators.

Not be owned or operated by a person or an entity domiciled in, owned by, or in any way
controlled by a foreign country of concern or foreign principal, as identified in law.°

8 See s. 1002.421, F.S.
® See s. 1002.01(3), F.S.
10 Section 1002.421(1), F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.03315, F.A.C.
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The DOE is required to annually verify the eligibility of private schools that meet the

requirements of state law. The DOE must also:

e Establish a toll-free hotline that provides parents and private schools with information on
participation in the scholarship programs.

e Establish a process by which individuals may notify the DOE of any violation by a parent,
private school, or school district of state laws relating to program participation.

e Require an annual, notarized, sworn compliance statement from participating private schools
certifying compliance with state laws.

e Coordinate with the entities conducting the health inspection for a private school to obtain
copies of the inspection reports.

e Conduct site visits to private schools entering a scholarship program for the first time.

e Coordinate with the State Fire Marshal to obtain access to fire inspection reports for private
schools.

e Upon the request of a participating private school authorized to administer statewide
assessments, provide at no cost to the school, the statewide assessments. !

e Maintain, and annually publish, a list of nationally norm-referenced tests identified for
purposes of satisfying scholarship program assessment requirements.*?

The Commissioner of Education (commissioner) is authorized to permanently deny or revoke the

authority of an owner, officer or director to establish or operate a private school in the state and

include such individual on the disqualification list*3, if the commissioner decides that the owner,

officer, or director:

e Is operating or has operated an educational institution in the state or another state or
jurisdiction in a manner contrary to the health, safety, or welfare of the public.

e Has operated an educational institution that closed during the school year.4

Department of Education Enrollment Verification for the K-12 Scholarship Program

The DOE is required to notify all SFOs of the deadlines for submitting the verified list of
scholarship students. Additionally, the DOE is required to cross-check the list of scholarship
students submitted by the SFO with the full-time equivalent membership survey data to avoid
duplication and adjust payments to eligible nonprofit SFOs. When the Florida Education Finance
Program (FEFP) is recalculated based on full-time equivalent student membership, adjust the
amount of state funds allocated to school districts through the FEFP based upon the results of the
cross-check.!®

To assist in this process, the DOE assigns Florida Education Identifier (FLEID) to each student
funded through the FEFP, including FES scholarship students.'® However, students enrolled in
the FTC scholarship program are not assigned an FLEID.

11 Section 1002.421(2)(a), F.S.

12 Sections 1002.394(8)(a) and 1002.395(9)(e), F.S.
13 See 5. 1001.10(4), F.S.

14 Section 1002.421(3), F.S.

15 Section 1002.394(8)(a)2. and 13., F.S.

16 Section 1008.386; see also, Rule 6A-1.00141.
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Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship Application and Payment Process

For the FTC private school scholarship program, an SFO must establish a process for parents
who reapply for an FTC scholarship to renew their student’s scholarships. The renewal
applications for the 2025-2026 school year and thereafter must provide for a renewal timeline
beginning February 1 of the prior school year and ending April 30 of the prior school year. A
student’s renewal is contingent upon an eligible private school providing confirmation of
admission and a confirmation by the parent that the scholarship is being renewed or declined by
May 31. Parents of students applying for a new FTC scholarship may apply throughout the
school year, and the date by which the scholarship is accepted or declined is set by the SFO.’

For FTC scholarship students in a personalized education plan (PEP), an SFO must establish a
process for parents to apply for a new scholarship or renew an existing scholarship for 2025-
2026. The process must require that renewals and new applications be made between February 1
and April 30 of the prior school year. The process must require that parents confirm that the
scholarship is being accepted, renewed, or declined, as appropriate, by May 31.8

The following table presents the new and renewal scholarship application deadlines required in

law:
Type of . Application Parent must Accept
Application Scholarship Program Window or Decline by
NEW FTC PEP Feb 1-April 30 May 31
FTC-Full-time Private None Date set by the SFO
RENEWAL FTC PEP Feb 1-April 30 May 31

Payment of the FTC scholarship by the SFO must be by funds transfer, including, but not limited
to, debit cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of payment that the department
deems to be commercially viable or cost-effective. The SFO must ensure that the parent has
approved a funds transfer before any scholarship funds are deposited. If a scholarship student is
attending an eligible private school full time, the initial payment must be made after the SFO’s
verification of admission acceptance, and subsequent payments must be made upon verification
of continued enroliment and attendance at the eligible private school.®

Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES) Application and Payment Process

For FES new scholarship applicants, the SFO must establish a process for, beginning with the
2025-2026 school year, parents to submit an application no earlier than February 1 of the prior
school year until November 15. Applications received by the SFO after this date will be
considered, on a first-come-first-served basis, for the following school year. The process must
require that a parent confirm that the scholarship will be accepted or declined by December 15.%°
The SFO must verify the student’s eligibility to participate in the scholarship program at least 30
days before each payment. Upon receiving the verified list of eligible scholarship students, the
DOE must release, from state funds only, funds to the SFO for deposit into the student’s account

17 Section 1002.395(6)(d), F.S.
18 Section 1002.395(6)(e), F.S.
19 Section 1002.395(11), F.S.
20 Section 1002.394(11), F.S.
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in quarterly payments no later than September 1, November 1, February 1, and April 1 of each
school year in which the scholarship is in force.21

For FES renewal scholarship applicants, the SFO must establish a process for parents receiving a
scholarship to renew their participation, beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, with a
renewal timeline beginning February 1 and ending April 30 of the prior school year. Renewal
must be contingent on confirmation of admission to an eligible private school. The process must
require that a parent confirm by May 31 that the scholarship will be renewed or declined.22 The
SFO must verify the student’s continued eligibility to participate in the scholarship program at
least 30 days before each payment. Upon receiving the verified list of eligible scholarship
students, the department must release, from state funds only, to the SFO for deposit into the
student’s account in quarterly payments no later than August 1, November 1, February 1, and
April 1 of each school year in which the scholarship is in force.23

The following table presents the new and renewal scholarship application process required in
law:

Type of Scholarship Application Parent must Accept

Application Program Window or Decline by
NEW FES-EO and FES-UA Feb 1 - Nov 15 December 15

RENEWAL | FES-EO and FES-UA | Feb 1-April 30 May 31

To maintain eligibility for the FES scholarship a parent must sign an agreement with the SFO
and annually submit a sworn compliance statement to the SFO to satisfy or maintain program
eligibility, including eligibility to receive and spend program payments by:

e Affirming that the student is enrolled in a program that meets regular school attendance
requirements.

e Affirming that the program funds are used only for authorized purposes serving the student’s
educational needs; that any prepaid college plan or college savings plan funds will not be
transferred; and that the parent will not receive a payment, refund, or rebate of any funds
provided under this section.

e Affirming that the parent is responsible for all eligible expenses in excess of the amount of
the scholarship.?*

Family Empowerment Scholarship and Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Funding

The FES award for students attending a private school (FES-EQO) and the FES award for students
with disabilities (FES-UA) are funded through the FEFP.

The FTC scholarship is funded with contributions to SFOs from taxpayers who receive a tax
credit for use against their liability for corporate income tax, insurance premium tax, severance
taxes on oil and gas production, self-accrued sales tax liabilities of direct pay permit holders or

21 Section 1002.394(12)(a), F.S.
22 Section 1002.394(10), F.S.

23 Section 1002.394(12)(a), F.S.
24 Section 1002.394(10)(b), F.S.
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alcoholic beverage taxes on beer, wine, and spirits and rental or license fees.?® The tax credit is
equal to 100 percent of the eligible contributions made.?® In 2023 the Legislature expanded
options for FTC scholarship participation by creating the PEP, a parent directed educational
choice option that must be registered with an SFO that administers FTC scholarships.?’ Prior to
the use of state funds for FES-EO scholarships, the SFO is required to exhaust the use of tax
credit contributions to cover eligible FTC scholarships.?®

The FES-EO is funded through the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) with a
scholarship awarded by the SFO.2° An FES-EO scholarship award amount for a student to attend
an eligible private school is calculated as 100 percent of the school district’s funding per student,
including specified categorical funds.® The department must notify the SFO that scholarships
may not be awarded in a school district in which the scholarship award will exceed 99 percent of
the school district’s share of the state FEFP funds as calculated by the department.3!

The FES-UA is funded through the FEFP with a scholarship awarded by an SFO.3? The FES-UA
scholarship award amount is determined based on the student’s matrix level of service®. For a
student who has a Level I to Level 111 matrix of services or a diagnosis by a physician or
psychologist, an FES-UA scholarship award amount is calculated as 100 percent of the school
districts funding per student in the basic exceptional student education (ESE) program, including
specified categorical funds.3* For a student who has a Level 1V or Level V matrix of services, a
FES-UA scholarship award amount is calculated as 100 percent of the school districts funding
per student in the Level 1V or Level V ESE program, including specified categorical funds.®®

25 Section 1002.395(1) and (5) and s. 212.099(2), F.S.

26 Sections 220.1875(1), 212.099(2), and 1002.395(5), F.S.

27 Section 1002.01(2), F.S.

28 Section 1002.394(12)(a), F.S.

29 Section 1002.394(8)(a), (11)(a), (11)(b), and (12)(a), F.S.

30 Section 1002.394(12)(a)1., F.S.; see also Step Up For Students, Basic Scholarship Amounts for 2024-25, available at
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/FTC-FES-EO-PEP-Award-Amounts.pdf (last visited Mar. 21,
2025). The categoricals included in this calculation are the Discretionary Millage Compression Supplement, the Educational
Enrichment Allocation, and the State-Funded Discretionary Supplement. Section 1011.62(5), (7)(a), and (16), F.S.

31 Section 1002.394(8)(a), F.S.

32 Section 1002.394(8)(a), (11)(a), (11)(b), and (12)(a), F.S. The department must notify the SFO that scholarships may not
be awarded in a school district in which the scholarship award will exceed 99 percent of the school district’s share of the state
FEFP funds as calculated by the department. Section 1002.394(8)(a), F.S.

33 Florida Department of Education, Matrix of Services Handbook 2017 Edition, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7690/urlt/2017MatrixServices.pdf (last visited Mar. 21, 2025).

34 Section 1002.394(12)(b)2., F.S.; see also Step Up For Students, Basic Scholarship Amounts for 2024-25, available at
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/FTC-FES-EO-PEP-Award-Amounts.pdf (last visited Mar. 21,
2025). The FEFP categoricals included in this calculation are the Discretionary Millage Compression Supplement, the
Educational Enrichment Allocation, the Exceptional Student Education Guaranteed Allocation, and the State-Funded
Discretionary Supplement. Section 1011.62(5), (7)(a), (8), and (16), F.S.

35 Section 1002.394(12)(b)3., F.S.; see also Step Up For Students, Basic Scholarship Amounts for 2024-25, available at
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/FTC-FES-EO-PEP-Award-Amounts.pdf (last visited Mar. 21,
2025). The categoricals included in this calculation are the Discretionary Millage Compression Supplement, the Educational
Enrichment Allocation, and the State-Funded Discretionary Supplement. Section 1011.62(5), (7)(a), and (16), F.S.
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School District Obligations

By January 1 of each year, a school district must inform all households within the district
receiving free or reduced-priced meals under the National School Lunch Act of their eligibility to
apply to the DOE for an FES. The form of such notice must be provided by the DOE, and the
school district must include the provided form in any normal correspondence with eligible
households. Additionally, school districts, upon the request of the DOE, must coordinate with the
DOE to provide to a participating private school the statewide assessments administered.3®

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill amends section 1002.421, F.S., to retitle the statute from “State school choice
scholarship program accountability and oversight” to “State school choice scholarship
programs.”

Current Provisions in Statute

The bill shifts the following provisions from sections 1002.394 and 1002.395, F.S., into section

1002.421, F.S.:

e Definitions.

e The prohibition on an SFO charging an application fee.

e How students are prioritized in the awarding of scholarships.

e The prohibition on a parent applying for multiple scholarships for an individual student at the
same time.

e The requirement that an SFO may not restrict or reserve scholarships for use at a particular
eligible private school or provide scholarships to a child of an owner or operator.

e The requirement that an SFO must notify each parent that participation in the scholarship
program does not guarantee enrollment at an eligible private school.

e The requirement that an SFO may not further regulate, exercise control over, or require
documentation beyond the requirements of the scholarship programs unless the regulation,
control, or documentation is necessary for participation in the program.

e The requirement that the DOE notify an SFO of any of the SFO’s identified students who
were submitted for a scholarship from another SFO and from which SFO the student receives
funding.

e The requirements related to SFOs maintaining separate accounts for each enrolled student
and transferring maximum scholarship account balances.

e Current assessment requirements for students receiving a scholarship and the requirement
that DOE maintain a list of nationally norm-referenced tests.

e Authorization for a private school to be sectarian or nonsectarian.

e Current background screening requirements for private schools and SFOs.

e DOE requirements to investigate any written complaint of a violation of scholarship
program.

e DOE requirements to publish and update, as necessary, information on the website about the
educational scholarship programs, including, but not limited to, student eligibility criteria,
parental responsibilities, and relevant data.

3 Section 1002.394(7), F.S., see also s. 1002.395(10)
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e DOE requirements to coordinate with each organization to develop a process to collect input
and feedback from parents, private schools, and providers before an organization may
implement substantial modifications or enhancements to the reimbursement process.

e School district requirements related to administering the statewide assessment to students
receive a scholarship and notification of available scholarships.

Scholarship Application Process

The bill establishes a single application process for both the FTC and FES programs. in a manner
that creates an electronic record of the application, which must include the date the application
was submitted, the date the application was approved or denied, and the date the scholarship was
accepted or declined.

The bill requires an SFO to provide the parent with information on each scholarship program
available that clearly outlines the eligibility requirements of and authorized uses of funds for
each program to enable the parent of a student to determine which program best fits the needs of
each student.

The bill establishes two application approval windows each school year during which a parent of

an eligible student, including renewal students, may apply for an educational scholarship, except

for personalized education students who may only apply during the fall application window. The

windows are created as follows:

e For the 2025-2026 school year, the application deadline for the fall application window must
be no later than July 15.

e For the 2026-2027 school year and thereafter, the application deadline for the fall application
window must be no later than May 31.

e The application deadline for the spring application window which must be no later than
November 1.

Students in foster care or out-of-home care, students who are eligible for the Hope Program, or a
dependent child of a parent of a member of the United States Armed Forces may apply for a
scholarship at any time, but may only receive payments prospectively.

Enrollment Verification

The bill requires that the SFO must request from each student the following information:

e More than one form of proof of residency or proof that the student is the dependent of an
active duty member of the United States Armed Forces who has received permanent change
of station orders to this state or, at the time of renewal, whose home of record or state of legal
resident is Florida.

e A copy of the student's birth certificate.

e For astudent that was enrolled in public school in the school year prior to participation in the
scholarship program, proof that the parent submitted the standard withdrawal form to the
public school at which the student was previously enrolled.
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e The following documentation from the parent attesting that while the student receives
scholarship payments, the student will be enrolled in and in compliance with the applicable
attendance requirements:

o A copy of the notice of a parent's intent to establish and maintain a home education
program;

o A personalized education program and a copy of the student learning plan that has been
reviewed and verified by the SFO; or

o A letter of admission or enrollment from an eligible private school for the school year in
which the student is applying.

The bill requires that the SFO submit to the DOE a list of verified eligible students by August 15
for the 2025-2026 school year for the fall application window and July 15 for the 2026-2027
school year and each school year thereafter for the fall application window. For the Spring
application window the SFO must submit the list of verified eligible students by December 15.

The bill requires the DOE to assign each student on a verified list submitted by an SFO a Florida
Education Identifier (FLEID). Once a student is assigned an FLEID, the SFO must use that
number for the reporting and tracking of all scholarship data. After the verified list has been
cross-checked and each student has been assigned a FLEID, the DOE must send the updated list
to the SFO who may then fund students based on the DOE's verified list of eligible students.

Pre-Payment Verification

The bill requires that prior to the disbursement of each scholarship payment, the SFO must verify
the student's continued eligibility based upon the requirements of the applicable student's
scholarship program. For scholarship programs that require private school enrollment, the SFO
must verify that the student is enrolled in and in attendance at an eligible participating private
school. The bill clarifies that the SFO may not make any payment into a student's account upon
notification that the student is enrolled in a public school until the SFO can verify the student's
continued eligibility. An SFO is liable to the state for inappropriate payments and must
reimburse the state for any amount of funds that were improperly awarded which cannot be
recovered.

The bill also requires that prior to the receipt of each scholarship payment, a parent of the student
must attest that the student is not enrolled full-time in a public school and is enrolled in and in
attendance unless excused for illness or other good cause at:

e A home education program;

e A personalized education program; or

e An eligible private school.

Scholarship Award Amounts and Payment Schedule

The bill requires that, beginning in the 2025-2026 school year, the calculated scholarship
program award amounts must be the amounts provided in the General Appropriations Act
(GAA), which are based upon the amounts by basic program and program for exceptional
students under the FEFP. This amount will be adjusted annually based upon the value of the
percentage change increase in per student funding at the state level for public school districts as
provided in the GAA.
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The calculated scholarship amount for a student determined eligible for an FES-EO and FTC
scholarship will be based upon the student's current grade level and county of residence. The
calculated scholarship amount for a student determined eligible for an FES-UA will be based
upon the student's current grade level, exceptional student program, and county of residence.

The bill changes scholarship disbursements from quarterly payments to ten equal installments.
The SFO must make payments no later than August 20, except for the 2025-2026 school year,
for which the first payment must be made no later than September 1, September 15, October 15,
November 15, January 15, February 15, March 15, April 15, and May 15 of each school year in
which the scholarship is in force and in accordance with the pre-payment verification process.
The first payment must be for two installments.

DOE Obligations

The bill requires the DOE to develop a standard withdrawal form for parents who are
withdrawing from public school to enroll in a scholarship program. The form must include the
student's FLEID number, student's full name, student's date of birth, school or program from
which the student is withdrawing, and date of withdrawal.

The bill also requires the DOE to develop a uniform reimbursement process that the SFO must
use when processing reimbursement requests, including invoices. The SFO must process a
reimbursement request within 30 days of receipt of such request.

School District Obligations

The bill requires a school district, upon the request of a parent, to provide the parent of a student
enrolled in a school within the school district the standard withdrawal form developed by the
DOE. The school district must sign a completed form within 10 days of receipt. The school
district must also publish the withdrawal form on its website in a downloadable format.

Authorized Uses of FTC and FES Scholarships

Present Situation
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Authorized Uses

Authorized uses of the Florida Tax Credit (FTC) scholarship funds include:

e Tuition and fees for enrollment in an eligible private school.*’

e Instructional materials, including digital materials and Internet resources.

e Curriculum, which is a complete course of study for a particular content area or grade level,
including any required supplemental materials and associated online instruction.

e Tuition and fees associated with full- or part-time enrollment in a home education
instructional program, an eligible postsecondary educational institution or a program offered
by such institution, an approved preapprenticeship program, a private tutoring program, a
virtual program offered by a Department of Education (DOE)-approved private online

37 Students enrolled in the PEP program may only use funds to enroll in a private school that meets regular and direct contact
with teachers, if students have regular and direct contact with teachers at the physical location at least 2 school days per week
and the student learning plan addresses the remaining instructional time.
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provider, the Florida Virtual School (FLVS) as a private paying student, or an approved
online course.

Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced achievement tests, Advanced Placement
(AP) examinations, industry certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

Contracted services provided by a public school or school district, including classes. A
student who receives services under a contract is not considered enrolled in a public school
for scholarship eligibility purposes but rather attending a public school on a part-time basis.
Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees for services by a choice navigator.*®

Family Empowerment Scholarships — Authorized Uses

Authorized uses of the Florida Empowerment Scholarship for students attending a private school
(FES-EO) in an education savings account include:

Tuition and fees at an eligible private school.

Instructional materials, including digital materials and Internet resources.

Curriculum, which is a complete course of study for a particular content area or grade level,
including any required supplemental materials and associated online instruction.

Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time enrollment in an eligible
postsecondary educational institution or a program offered by the postsecondary educational
institution, an approved preapprenticeship program, a private tutoring program, a virtual
program offered by a department-approved private online provider, the FLVS as a private
paying student, or an approved online course.

Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced achievement tests, AP examinations,
industry certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary education, or other
assessments.

Contracted services provided by a public school or school district, including classes. A
student who receives services under a contract is not considered enrolled in a public school
for scholarship eligibility purposes but rather attending a public school on a part-time basis.
Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees for services by a choice navigator.*

A Family Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA) for an eligible
student with a disability may be used to cover the following expenses:

Instructional materials, including digital devices, digital periphery devices, and assistive
technology devices that allow a student to access instruction or instructional content and
training on the use of and maintenance agreements for these devices.

Curriculum, which is a complete course of study for a particular content area or grade level,
including any required supplemental materials and associated online instruction.

Specialized services by approved providers or by a hospital in this state which are selected by
the parent. Specialized services may include, but are not limited to, applied behavior analysis
services, services provided by speech-language pathologists, occupational therapy services,
services provided by physical therapists, or services provided by listening and spoken
language specialists.

38 Section 1002.395(6)(d), F.S.
39 Section 1002.394(4)(a), F.S.
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e Tuition or fees associated with full-time or part-time enrollment in a home education
program; an eligible private school; an eligible postsecondary educational institution or a
program offered by the postsecondary educational institution; an approved preapprenticeship
program; a private tutoring program authorized; a virtual program offered by an approved
private online provider; the FLVS as a private paying student; or an approved online course.

e Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced achievement tests, AP examinations,
industry certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary education, or other
assessments.

e Contributions to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid College Program or the Florida College
Savings Program for the benefit of the eligible student.

e Contracted services provided by a public school or school district, including classes.*

e Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees for services provided by a choice
navigator.

e Fees for specialized summer education programs or specialized after-school education
programs.

e Transition services provided by job coaches.

e Fees for a home education student’s annual evaluation of educational progress by a state-
certified teacher.

e Tuition and fees for a voluntary prekindergarten (VPK) program or school readiness program
offered by an eligible provider.

e Fees for services provided at a center that is a member of the Professional Association of
Therapeutic Horsemanship International.

e Fees for services provided by a therapist who is certified by the Certification Board for
Music Therapists or credentialed by the Art Therapy Credentials Board, Inc.*

Career and Technical Student Organizations

Career and technical student organizations (CTE student organizations) are a key component of
Florida’s plan under Perkins V to strengthen the employability skills of students.*> A CTE
student organization is an organization for students enrolled in a CTE program that engages in
CTE activities as an integral part of the instructional program.*® These organizations are aligned
with a respective career cluster and provide a unique program of career and leadership
development, motivation, and recognition for middle, secondary and post-secondary students.*

There are ten registered CTE student organizations in Florida.*® State CTE student organizations
may also be associated with nationally recognized CTE student organizations.

40'While contracted services are considered part-time enrollment, a student who receives services under such a contract is not
considered enrolled in a public school for scholarship eligibility purposes.

41 Section 1002.394(4)(b), F.S.

42 Florida Department of Education, Perkins V: Florida’s State Plan for the Strengthening Career and Technical Education
For the 21st Century Act (Perkins V), available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18815/urlt/FloridaStatePlanPerkinsV.pdf, at 28 (last visited Mar. 22, 2025).

4320 USC s. 2302(5).

44 Florida Department of Education, Career and Technical Education Student Organization (CTSO) Request Form, available
at https://www.fldoe.org/academics/career-adult-edu/perkins/ (last visited Mar. 22, 2025).

45 Florida Department of Education, Career and Technical Student Organizations, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7515/urlt/CareerTechStudentOrg.pdf (last visited Mar. 22, 2025).
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Effect of Proposed Changes

This bill amends sections 1002.394 and 1002.395, F.S., to align the authorized use of funds
between Family Tax Credit (FTC) scholarship and Family Empowerment Scholarships.
Specifically, the bill authorizes that FTC and FES-EO scholarship funds may be used to purchase
digital devices, similar to the current authorized use of funds for FES-UA, and authorizes the use
of scholarship funds to purchase membership dues and activity fees for participation in Career
and Technical Student Organizations. The bill expands the requirements for tutors who are
providing services under the FTC and FES scholarships, by authorizing that a tutor can be an
approved provider if he or she has a bachelor's degree or a graduate degree in a related subject
area.

The bill also provides that tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time home education
program may be used if the home education program meets all of the following requirements:
Provides educational courses or activities.

Has a publicly available description of courses and activities.

Has a tuition and fee schedule.

Makes the tuition and fees payable to a registered business entity.

The bill amends section 1002.421, F.S., to require that a home education program provider
receiving tuition and fees from the FES or FTC scholarship must undergo a background
screening similar to private school owners and operators.

Eligibility for K-12 Scholarships

Present Situation
Eligibility for the Florida Empowerment Scholarship for students attending a private school

(FES-EQ)

A student is eligible for a scholarship to attend private school if the student is a resident of
Florida and is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a Florida public school.*®

An FES-EO scholarship remains in force until the:

e Scholarship funding organization (SFO) determines that the student is not eligible for
program renewal.

e Commissioner of Education (commissioner) suspends or revokes program participation or
use of funds.

e Student's parent has forfeited participation in the program for failure to comply with
statutorily required parental and student responsibilities.

e Student enrolls in a public school, however, if a student enters a Department of Juvenile
Justice (DJJ) detention center for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not
considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time basis for that purpose.

e Student graduates from high school or attains 21 years of age, whichever occurs first.

46 Section 1002.394(3)(a) F.S.
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An FES-EO scholarship account must be closed and any remaining funds must be reverted to the
state after:

Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the commissioner for fraud or abuse,
including, but not limited to, the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services received,;

Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has been inactive; or

A student remains unenrolled in an eligible private school for 30 days while receiving a
scholarship that requires full-time enrollment.*’

Family Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA) Eliqibility

A student is eligible for an FES-UA scholarship if the student:

Is a resident of Florida or the dependent child of an active duty member of the United States
Armed Forces who has received permanent change of station orders to this state or, at the
time of renewal, whose home of record or state of legal residence is Florida.

Is three or four years of age during the year in which the student applies for program
participation or is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a public school in this
stat.

Has a disability as provided for in law.

Is the subject of an IEP written in accordance with rules of the State Board of Education
(SBE) or with the applicable rules of another state or has received a diagnosis of a disability
from a licensed physician, a licensed psychologist, or a physician with a specified out-of-
state license. %8

An FES-UA scholarship remains in force until the:

Parent does not renew program eligibility.

SFO determines that the student is not eligible for program renewal.

Commissioner suspends or revokes program participation or use of funds.

Student's parent has forfeited participation in the program for failure to comply with
statutorily required parental and student responsibilities.

Student enrolls in a public school.

Student graduates from high school or attains 22 years of age, whichever occurs first.

An FES-UA scholarship account must be closed and any remaining funds must be reverted to the
state after:

Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the commissioner for fraud or abuse,
including, but not limited to, the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services received pursuant to subsection (4);
Any period of three consecutive years after high school completion or graduation during
which the student has not been enrolled in an eligible postsecondary educational institution
or a program offered by the institution; or

Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has been inactive.*°

47 Section 1002.394(5)(a), F.S.
% Section 1002.394(3)(b), F.S.
49 Section 1002.394(5)(b), F.S.
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Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship Eligibility

An FTC scholarship remains in force until the:

SFO determines that the student is not eligible for program renewal.

Commissioner suspends or revokes program participation or use of funds.

Student's parent has forfeited participation in the program for failure to comply with
statutorily required parental and student responsibilities.

Student enrolls in a public school, except for a student who enters a Department of Juvenile
Justice (DJJ) detention center for no more than 21 days.

Student graduates from high school or attains 21 years of age, whichever occurs first. >

A student is not eligible for an FTC scholarship while he or she is:

Enrolled in a public school, including a three or four year old child who receives services
funded through the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP).

Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of providing educational services to youth in a
DJJ commitment program.

Receiving any other state-sponsored K-12 educational choice scholarship.

Not having regular and direct contact with his or her private school teachers unless he or she
is enrolled in a personalized education program (PEP).

Participating in a home education program.

Participating in a private tutoring program unless he or she is enrolled in a PEP; or
Participating in virtual instruction that receives state-funding for the student’s participation.®!

An FTC scholarship account must be closed and any remaining funds must be reverted to the
state after:

Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the commissioner for fraud or abuse,
including, but not limited to, the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services;

Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has been inactive; or

The student remains unenrolled in an eligible private school for 30 days while receiving a
scholarship that requires full-time enroliment.>?

Effect of Proposed Changes

This bill amends sections 1002.394 and 1002.395, F.S., to require that the FES-EO and FTC
scholarships must be closed and the remaining funds reverted back to the state if the account has
been inactive for one fiscal year, instead of the current two years, and if a student is determined
ineligible based because of the following requirements in current law:

The SFO determines that the student is not eligible for program renewal.

The commissioner suspends or revokes program participation or use of funds.

The student's parent has forfeited participation in the program for failure to comply with
statutorily required parental and student responsibilities.

%0 Section 1002.395(11)(f)., F.S.
51 Section 1002.395(4), F.S.
52 Section 1002.395(11), F.S.
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e The student enrolls in a public school, except for a student who enters a Department of
Juvenile Justice (DJJ) detention center for no more than 21 days.
e The student graduates from high school or attains 21 years of age, whichever occurs first.

The bill deletes the requirement that funds revert back to the state after two years of inactivity for
students who are receiving an FES-UA. This provision allows more flexibility for parents whose
child is receiving an FES-UA scholarship.

The bill requires the SFO to notify the parent prior to closing an FES scholarship account
regarding the reason why the account will be closed and that the balance of the funds will revert
back to the state. Additionally, the bill requires that, for FES-UA scholarships, the SFO must
notify the parent, upon the student reaching the age of 16, that there is a balance in the student's
account, the amount of the balance, and information regarding how the funds may be used. The
bill also requires the SFO to report to the DOE the total number of scholarship accounts that
were closed and the amount of funds by account that reverted to the state.

K-12 Funding

Present Situation
Florida Education Finance Program

The Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) establishes the state policy on equalized funding

to guarantee to each student in the Florida public education system the availability of programs

and services appropriate to his or her educational needs that are substantially equal to those

available to any similar student notwithstanding geographic differences and varying local

economic factors. To equalize educational opportunities, the FEFP formula recognizes:

e varying local property tax bases;

e varying education program costs;

e varying costs of living; and

e varying costs for equivalent educational programs due to sparsity and dispersion of the
student population.>?

Allocation of State Funds for Each School District Operation

Under current law, if the program calculation exceeds the appropriation, the Department of
Education (DOE) prorates the available funds by deducting from the districts’ calculated funding
in proportion to each district’s relative share of state and local FEFP dollars. No school district
will receive negative state funding due to this calculation.®

If a district was over- or under-allocated funds in a prior year due to arithmetical errors,
judicially required assessment roll changes, full-time equivalent (FTE) student membership
errors, or audit findings, adjustments may be made subject to conditions.

%3 Florida Department of Education, Funding for Florida School Districts 2024-25, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/file/7507/Fefpdist.pdf (last visited Mar. 22, 2025).
54 Section 1011.62 (15), F.S.
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The 2024-2025 FEFP Second Calculation includes a proration to available funds, reducing the
calculated FEFP by $23,754,669.%° Under current law, only school district FEFP funding is
prorated, FES scholarship awards are not impacted.

Educational Enrollment Stabilization Program

The educational enrollment stabilization program was created to provide supplemental state
funds as needed to maintain the stability of the operations of public schools in each school
district and to protect districts, including charter schools, from financial instability as a result of
changes in full-time equivalent (FTE) student enrollment throughout the school year. The
Legislature is required to annually appropriate funds in the General Appropriations Act (GAA)
to the DOE for this program in an amount necessary to maintain a projected minimum balance of
$250 million at the beginning of the fiscal year.

The DOE is required to use funds as appropriated to ensure that based on each recalculation of
the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) a school district’s funds per unweighted full-time
equivalent student are not less than the greater of either the school district’s funds per
unweighted FTE student as appropriated in the GAA or the school district’s funds per
unweighted FTE student as recalculated based upon the receipt of the certified taxable value for
school purposes.>®

Declining Enrollment Supplement

Until it was repealed in 2021,%" the FEFP included a categorical called the “Decline in Full-Time
Equivalent Students Allocation” to assist districts that had an enrollment decline in unweighted
FTE students from the current year compared to the prior year. The calculation provided
districts with their base funding amount for twenty-five percent of the enrollment decline. In
2019-2020, the last year the categorical was funded, 21 of the 74 districts had enrollments that
were less than the prior year and received a declining enroliment allocation.>®

Through the passage of HB 1 in 2023, school choice in Florida has expanded considerably, with
the participation in the Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES) program growing from 155,182
students in 2022-2023% to an estimated 367,692 for 2024-2025.%° In addition to enrolling in a
public school, families have the option to enroll their children in a private school or home-school
program and receive a scholarship.

For the 2024-2025 Third Calculation of the FEFP, 49 of 75 districts had a decline in public
enrollment from the prior year. Additionally, 58 of the 75 districts had a total decline in public

% Florida Department of Education, Funding for Florida School Districts 2024-25, at 21 available at
https://www.fldoe.org/file/7507/Fefpdist.pdf (last visited Mar. 22, 2025).

% Section 1011.62(18), F.S.

57 Ch. 2021-44 5.3, L.O.F.

%8 Florida Department of Education, Florida Education Finance Program 2019-20 Final Calculation, available at,
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/1920FEFPFinalcalc.pdf (last visited Mar. 22, 2025).

%9 Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Education Estimating Conference for PreK-12 Enrollment , available at
https://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/publicschools/archives/240221publicschools.pdf (last visited Mar. 22, 2025).

80 Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Supplemental Conference Materials EDR Estimating Conference,
available at https://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/publicschools/prek-12_scholarshipsummary.pdf (last visited Mar. 22,
2025).
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FTE student membership of 32,412.80 from the district’s forecasted enrollment for the current
year.

FEFP Allocation Conference

Prior to the distribution of any funds appropriated in the GAA for the FEFP formula and
categorical programs, the Commissioner of Education (commissioner) is required to conduct an
allocation conference. The conference is required to include:

e Representatives of the DOE;

e The Executive Office of the Governor; and

e The appropriations committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives.

The conference members must agree on the method of computation to be used in calculating the
FEFP and the categorical amounts for school districts for the fiscal year. After agreement among
the conference members, the method of computation remains in effect until further agreements
are reached at subsequent allocation conferences called by the commissioner. Prior to each
recalculation of the FEFP and categorical allocations to school districts, the commissioner is
required to provide conference principals with all data necessary to replicate those allocations
precisely.!

State Funded Discretionary Supplement

Created by the legislature in 2023,% the state-funded discretionary supplement includes
equivalent funding for nonvoted discretionary millage® to support students receiving a Family
Empowerment Scholarship (FES). This supplement ensures FES students receive funding
comparable to district school students.®* While the state funded discretionary supplement is a
part of each school district’s total FEFP amount, the allocation is purely state funded and does
not get distributed to school districts.®®

Beginning in fiscal year 2024-2025 and thereafter, the supplement must be calculated by
multiplying the maximum allowable nonvoted discretionary millage for operations by 96 percent
of the taxable value of school district property for the district where the student is reported for
the FEFP. This result is then divided by the district's total unweighted FTE membership and
multiplied by the total FTE membership of FES students. The prior year’s base amount is then
adjusted based on changes in the number of eligible FES students to ensure funding reflects
student enrollment changes.

The supplement is recalculated during the fiscal year as required, if the recalculated amount
exceeds the appropriation in the GAA, the funding is prorated to fit within the available state
budget.®

b1 Section 1011.65, F.S.

62 Ch. 2023-245, L.O.F.

83 Section 1011.71(1) and (3), F.S.

84 Section 1011.62(16), F.S.

% Florida Department of Education, Funding for Florida School Districts 2024-25, at 22, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/file/7507/Fefpdist.pdf (last visited Mar. 22, 2025).

8 Section 1011.62(16), F.S.
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Audit of Student Enrollment:

The Auditor General must periodically examine the records of school districts, and other
agencies as appropriate, to determine compliance with law and State Board of Education rules
relating to the classification, assignment, and verification of FTE student enrollment and student
transportation reported under the FEFP.®" If it is determined that the approved criteria and
procedures for the placement of students and the conduct of programs have not been followed by
the district, appropriate adjustments in the FTE student count for that district must be made, and
any excess funds must be deducted from subsequent allocations of state funds to that district.®

Effect of Proposed Changes
Educational Scholarship Programs Operating fund

The bill creates section 1011.687, F.S., to establish an operating categorical fund for
implementing the FES Program. The FES operating categorical fund would move funding of the
FES scholarships out of the school district FEFP calculation and fund the FES scholarships
separately.

The bill requires that the funds in the operating fund must be used to award FES scholarships and
that the funds must be disbursed from the fund based on the FTE scholarship student forecasted
or reported as participating in the program. The bill provides that a FTE for a student
participating in the scholarship program consists of a student who receives all ten scholarship
installments. A student who received less than all ten installments will generate a fraction of FTE
proportional to the number of payments received.

The bill requires that the DOE release the funds to eligible non-profit scholarship organizations

(SFO) on a quarterly basis. The bill requires the following release schedule:

e The first quarter release payment release must be based upon the amount of FTE membership
forecasted as provided in the GAA.

e The second, third, and fourth quarter payment release shall be based upon the amount of full-
time equivalent student membership reported and cross-checked by the DOE.

The bill authorizes the DOE to adjust the payment release amount in the third and fourth
quarterly payment releases to the SFO if the funds released to the SFO exceed the funds certified
to the DOE by the SFO.

The bill amends section 1011.61, F.S., to include the operating categorical fund for
implementing the FES Program as part of the FEFP.

The bill amends s. 1011.62, F.S., to repeal the State-Funded Discretionary Supplement from the
FEFP calculation because the funding for FES scholarships will be provided through the
operating categorical fund for implementing the FES Program.

67 Section 1010.305(1), F.S.
8 Section 1010.305(2), F.S
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Educational Enrollment Stabilization Program

The bill establishes section 1011.689, F.S., shifting the Educational Enrollment Stabilization
Program (Stabilization Fund) from current law into a new statute to modify how the Educational
Scholarship and Stabilization Program (Stabilization Fund) funds may be used. The bill
maintains the requirement that the Stabilization Fund provide supplemental state funds to address
changes in FTE student enrollment throughout the school year in both the FEFP and state
scholarship programs.

The bill expands the use of the Stabilization Fund to assist school districts in maintaining
financial stability. It ensures that, following each FEFP recalculation, a school district’s funding
per unweighted FTE student does not fall below either the amount appropriated in the GAA or
the recalculated amount based on certified taxable value for school purposes. Additionally, the
bill provides supplemental payments to districts experiencing a decline in unweighted FTE
students between the Legislative FEFP calculation in the GAA and the third FEFP recalculation
within the same year. These payments are determined by multiplying a percentage of the decline
by the Base Student Allocation and either the Comparable Wage Factor or Small District Factor,
with fiscally constrained districts receiving a higher percentage than non-fiscally constrained
districts. However, these supplemental funds may not be included in a district’s total FEFP funds
for future calculations.

The Stabilization Fund also ensures that there is sufficient funding to provide awards to all
scholarship recipients. If FTE enrollment in state scholarship programs exceeds the amount
appropriated in the GAA, the DOE is required to provide additional funding for scholarships
from the Stabilization Fund. Similarly, if available funds in the Florida Tax Credit (FTC)
Scholarship Program are insufficient to cover all eligible Personalized Education Program (PEP)
students, the DOE must allocate additional funds to support these scholarships, up to the
authorized limit.

The bill maintains the current requirement that the Legislature annually appropriate funds to
ensure a minimum balance of $250 million in the Stabilization Fund at the start of each fiscal
year and that any unexpended funds may be carried forward for up to 10 years after the effective
date of the original appropriation.

The bill amends section 1011.62, F.S., to remove the Educational Enrollment Stabilization from
within the FEFP calculation.

The bill amends section 1002.45, F.S., to repeal a cross-reference to the Education Enrollment
Stabilization.

FEFP Allocation Conference

The bill amends section 1011.65, F.S., to require the DOE provide verification that the DOE has
cross-checked the FTE student membership survey data with the FTE student data for the
educational scholarship programs to avoid duplication.
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Audit of Student Enrollment:

The bill amends section 1010.305, F.S., to require the Auditor General to periodically examine
the records of SFOs to determine compliance with laws and rules relating to relating to the
classification, assignment, and verification of FTE student enroliment. The bill also provides that
if it is determined that the approved criteria and procedures for the placement of students and the
conduct of programs have not been followed by the SFO any excess funds may be deducted from
the SFO.

The bill amends section 11.45, F.S., to update a cross-reference for the determination of the
eligible nonprofit scholarship organization’s compliance under the Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship.

The Hope Scholarship Program

Present Situation

In 2018, the Legislature created the HSP to provide the parent of a public school student
subjected to a specified incident® at school the opportunity to transfer the child to another public
school or to request a scholarship for the child to enroll in and attend an eligible private
school.”A parent may also choose to enroll their child in a public school located outside the
district in which the student resides and request a transportation stipend.”

The district is required to upon receipt of an incident, the school principal, or his or her designee,

shall:

e Provide a copy of the report to the parent and investigate the incident to determine if the
incident must be reported.

e Within 24 hours after receipt of the report, the principal or designee shall provide a copy of
the report to the parent of the alleged offender and to the superintendent.

e Upon conclusion of the investigation or within 15 days after the incident is reported,
whichever occurs first, the district shall notify the parent of the program, offer the parent an
opportunity to enroll his or her student in another public school that has capacity, and notify
the parent of their eligibility to apply for a scholarship under the Family Empowerment
Scholarship or Florida Tax Credit Scholarship programs.

Effect of Proposed Changes
The bill amends s. 1002.40, F.S., to rename the Hope Scholarship Program, the Hope Program.

The bill also amends s. 1002.421, F.S., to authorize that a student who is eligible for the Hope
Program may apply for a scholarship at any time, but may only receive payments prospectively.

New Worlds Scholarship Accounts

89 Section 1002.40(3), F.S. A specified incident includes: battery; harassment; hazing; bullying; kidnapping; physical attack;
robbery; sexual offenses, harassment, assault, or battery; threat or intimidation; or fighting at school.

0 Section 1002.40(1), F.S.

"1 Section 1002.31(7), F.S.
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Present Situation

The New Worlds Scholarship Accounts provide educational options for students enrolled in
Voluntary Prekindergarten or a public school kindergarten through grade five who have a
substantial deficiency in reading or mathematics or exhibit characteristics of dyslexia or
dyscalculia, as assessed by the coordinated screening and progress monitoring (CSPM), or who
scored below a Level three on the statewide, standardized ELA or mathematics assessment in the
prior school year. An eligible student who is classified as an English Language Learner and is
enrolled in a program or receives services that are specifically designed to meet the instructional
needs of such students is given priority for the scholarship.” For the 2024-2025 school year, the
amount of the scholarship was $1,200 per eligible student and is awarded on a first-come, first-
served basis.”

An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization (SFO) participating in the Florida Tax

Credit Scholarship Program’* may establish scholarship accounts for eligible students.” For an

eligible student to receive a scholarship account, the student’s parent must:

e Submit an application to an eligible nonprofit SFO by the deadline established by such
organization; and

e Submit eligible expenses to the eligible nonprofit SFO for reimbursement of qualifying
expenditures.

Qualifying expenditures include:

e Instructional materials.

e Curriculum.

e Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services provided by a person who holds a valid
Florida educator’s certificate, a person who holds a baccalaureate or graduate degree in the
subject area, a person who holds an adjunct teaching certificate, or a person who has
demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge.

e Fees for summer education programs designed to improve reading, literacy, or mathematics
skills.

e Fees for after-school education programs designed to improve reading, literacy, or
mathematics skills.”

Each year, the school district and private prekindergarten provider is required to notify the parent
of each eligible student of the process to request and receive a scholarship.””

In the 2023-2024 school year 31,764 students were funded, of that:
e 2,045 students spent all funds
e 9,451 students spent partial funds

72 Section 1002.411(2), F.S.

3 Florida Department of Education, New Worlds Reading Scholarship Accounts, https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-
choice/k-12-scholarship-programs/reading/ (last visited March 22, 2025).

74 Section 1002.395, F.S.

75 Section 1002.411(4), F.S.

76 Section 1002.411(3), F.S.

7 Section 1002.411(6)(a), F.S.
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e 20,268 students did not spend any funds.’®

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill repeals s. 1002.411, F.S., to remove the New Worlds Scholarship program. The bill also
amends ss. 1008.25 and 1003.485, F.S., to remove references to the New Worlds Scholarship
program.

The bill is effective July 1, 2025.

V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.

E. Other Constitutional Issues:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The bill has both negative and positive indeterminate fiscal impacts as follows:

8 Email, Step Up for Students, (February 10, 2025).
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

The bill requires Scholarship Funding Organizations (SFO) to process payments on a
monthly rather than a quarterly basis. If this frequency increases the number of
transaction fees assessed by the SFO, it may result in an indeterminate fiscal impact on
the SFO.

The bill requires the Auditor General to periodically complete full-time enrollment (FTE)
audits for scholarships and SFOs. These audits may result in a negative indeterminate
fiscal impact on state expenditures due to an increased workload for the Auditor General.

The bill requires additional types of providers to obtain backgrounds screenings. The cost
of these screenings may result in a negative indeterminate fiscal impact on the providers
who were not previously required to have a background screening.

The bill allows PEP students, up the statutory the enrollment cap, who are unable to be
funded under the Florida Tax Credit (FTC) contributions to be funded out of state funds
from the Education Enrollment Stabilization Fund. This would result in an indeterminate
fiscal impact on state revenues and expenditures.

The bill provides supplemental payments to school districts that experience a decline in
unweighted FTE students between the Legislative FEFP calculation in the GAA and the
third FEFP recalculation within the same year. The estimated cost of these payments is

approximately $20 million.

The bill provides a couple of positive indeterminate impacts on state revenues and
expenditures. Specifically, the bill modifies timeframes for when a scholarship account is
considered inactive and when the remaining funds should be returned to the state. These
changes should increase the frequency by which the state would recover funds from
unused scholarship funds. In addition, the bill repeals the New Worlds Scholarship
Accounts, which results in a reduction of $4 million in recurring funds.

Technical Deficiencies:
None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 11.45, 212.099,
1002.394, 1002.395, 1002.40, 1002.421, 1002.45, 1003.485, 1008.25, 1010.305, 1011.61,
1011.62 and 1011.65.

This bill creates sections 1011.687 and 1011.689 of the Florida Statutes.

This bill repeals section 1002.411 of the Florida Statutes.
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IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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Florida Senate - 2025 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7030

FOR CONSIDERATION By the Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12
Education

602-02541A-25 20257030pb
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to educational scholarship programs;
creating s. 1011.687, F.S.; creating an operating
categorical fund for implementing the Family
Empowerment Scholarship Program; providing
requirements for the use and disbursement of funds;
defining the term “full-time equivalent student”;
requiring the Department of Education to release funds
if certain criteria are met; providing requirements
for the release of each payment; providing
requirements for excess funds; creating s. 1011.689,
F.S.; creating the educational enrollment
stabilization program to provide supplemental state
funds to address changes in full-time equivalent
student enrollment; requiring the department to use
funds to ensure that a school district’s funds are not
lower than a specified calculation; requiring the
department to use funds to provide a supplements
payment to school districts that have a decline in
enrollment; providing for the calculation of the
supplemental payment; requiring the department to
ensure funding is available for certain scholarship
programs; requiring the department to appropriate
funds from the General Appropriations Act to keep the
educational enrollment stabilization program at a
minimum balance; amending s. 1011.65, F.S.; requiring
that specified data include a verification that
certain full-time equivalent student membership survey

data has been cross-checked by the department;
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amending s. 1002.40, F.S.; renaming the Hope
Scholarship Program as the Hope Program; repealing s.
1002.411, F.S., relating to New Worlds Scholarship
Accounts; amending s. 1002.421, F.S.; defining terms;
requiring an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization to provide a parent with certain
information on scholarship programs; requiring an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to
create a single application for all educational
scholarship programs; providing requirements for such
application; prohibiting an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization from charging a fee
for the application; requiring an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization to establish two
application approval windows; providing deadlines for
such application approval windows; requiring an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to
review applications and award scholarships in a
specified order of priority; requiring an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to award
scholarships to newly eligible students on a first-
come, first-served basis; requiring a parent to notify
the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization within a specified timeframe if a
scholarship offer is accepted or declined within a
specified timeframe; prohibiting a parent from
applying for multiple scholarships for an individual
student at the same time; authorizing specified

students to apply for a scholarship at any time but
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only receive payments prospectively; prohibiting an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
from restricting or reserving scholarships for use at
a particular school; requiring such organization to
notify each parent of a scholarship applicant that
participation in the program does not guarantee
enrollment at an eligible private school; providing
that a parent who submitted an application by a
specified date need not submit a new application;
authorizing a parent to withdraw their application and
reapply; prohibiting an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization from requiring
documentation beyond the requirements of the
scholarship program; requiring an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization to verify a student’s
eligibility upon receipt of an application; requiring
an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
to send a list of verified eligible students to the
department by specified dates; requiring the
department to assign each verified eligible student a
Florida student identification number; requiring the
department to use such number for tracking and
reporting scholarship data; requiring the department
to cross-check each list of verified eligible students
with certain other lists; requiring the department to
send the cross-checked list to the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization; requiring the
department to notify an eligible nonprofit

scholarship-funding organization of specified
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information; requiring an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization to verify a student’s
continued eligibility before disbursing each payment;
providing criteria for verifying continued
eligibility; requiring parents of students receiving
scholarship payments to verify specified information;
providing criteria for verifying continued
eligibility; requiring parents of students receiving
scholarship payments to verify specified information;
providing that the scholarship program award amounts
are the amounts provided in the General Appropriations
Act; providing parameters for the calculation of the
scholarship amounts for certain students; requiring an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to
establish and maintain a scholarship account for each
student; providing methods for the transfer of funds;
providing requirements for such accounts; providing
that accrued interest is in addition to and not part
of a student’s account; providing that program funds
include awarded funds and accrued interest and are
available only for authorized expenditures; requiring
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations
to make payments by funds transfer; providing
requirements for such funds transfer; prohibiting a
student’s scholarship award from being reduced to
cover certain fees; requiring that commodities or
services related to the funds transfer system be
procured by a specified method; providing an

exception; prohibiting an eligible nonprofit

Page 4 of 139

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145

Florida Senate - 2025

602-02541A-25

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

scholarship-funding organization from transferring
funds to an account that has a balance in excess of a
specified amount; authorizing students in a
scholarship program to take specified tests and
certain assessments; providing an exception; requiring
a participating private school to administer or
provide for students to take specified tests and
assessments; requiring a participating private school
to submit a certain written request to the department
by a specified date; requiring a school district to
administer tests and assessments at a participating
private school; requiring an owner or operator to
undergo a background screening; providing requirements
for the submission of fingerprints; requiring the
Department of Law Enforcement to retain such
fingerprints in a specified manner and to enter such
fingerprints into the statewide automated biometric
identification system; requiring that such
fingerprints be available for certain purposes and
uses; requiring the Department of Law Enforcement to
run a certain search of such fingerprints; prohibiting
an owner or operator who fails the background
screening from participating in a scholarship program;
prohibiting such owner or operator from transferring
ownership or management authority to a relative;
defining the term “relative”; requiring an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to report
the annual audit of background screening results to

the Department of Education; providing that a
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participating private school may be sectarian or
nonsectarian; revising information required to be
provided to the department by an eligible private
school; deleting obsolete language; providing
construction; requiring the department to publish and
update information on its website relating to
scholarship programs; requiring the department to
investigate complaints; requiring the department to
maintain and annually publish a list of tests that
satisfy a specified requirement; requiring the
department to develop a standard withdrawal form for
parents withdrawing a student from public school;
providing requirements for such form; requiring the
department to develop a uniform reimbursement process;
requiring an organization, by a specified date, to
approve, deny, or request more information relating to
a reimbursement request; requiring the department to
coordinate with each organization to provide a
participating private school with statewide
assessments; deleting the definition of the term
“owner or operator”; requiring a school district, by a
specified date, to inform certain households of
eligibility to apply for a scholarship program;
requiring the school district to coordinate with the
department to provide a participating private school
with statewide assessments; requiring a school
district to publish information about a scholarship
program on its website; requiring a school district to

provide a parent with the withdrawal form upon
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175 request; deleting obsolete language; amending s. 204 specified purposes; requiring an eligible nonprofit
176 1002.394, F.S.; deleting obsolete language; providing 205 scholarship-funding organization to report to the
177 that authorized uses of program funds include digital 206 department the total number of scholarship accounts
178 devices; providing that authorized uses of program 207 closed due to certain reasons; amending s. 1003.485,
179 funds include membership dues and activity fees for 208 F.S.; deleting language relating to the purpose of the
180 Career and Technical Student Organizations; providing 209 New Worlds Reading Initiative; conforming a cross-
181 that tuition and fees that meet certain requirements 210 reference; amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; making a
182 are eligible for program funds; revising conditions 211 conforming change; amending s. 1010.305, F.S.;
183 under which a student is no longer eligible for 212 requiring the Auditor General to periodically examine
184 scholarship funding; requiring an eligible nonprofit 213 the records of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
185 scholarship-funding organization to notify a parent 214 organizations; providing for appropriate adjustments
186 before closing a student’s account; requiring an 215 to be made and excess funds to be deducted if criteria
187 eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to 216 and procedures have not been followed by an eligible
188 report certain information to the Department of 217 nonprofit scholarship-funding organization; amending
189 Education regarding scholarship accounts closed under 218 s. 1011.61, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference;
190 certain circumstances; requiring an eligible nonprofit 219 amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; deleting obsolete language
191 scholarship-funding organization to notify a parent 220 relating to the state-funded discretionary supplement;
192 if, upon a student reaching a specified age, a balance 221 amending ss. 11.45, 212.099, and 1002.45, F.S.;
193 exists in the student’s account, the amount of the 222 conforming cross-references; providing an effective
194 balance, and how the funds may be used; deleting a 223 date.
195 provision allowing a public school student to receive 224
196 a scholarship for transportation; deleting obsolete 225| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
197 language; amending s. 1002.395, F.S.; deleting 226
198 obsolete language; deleting provisions related to 227 Section 1. Section 1011.687, Florida Statutes, is created
199 scholarship priority; deleting a provision allowing a 228| to read:
200 public school student to receive a scholarship for 229 1011.687 Educational scholarship programs; operating
201 transportation; revising a provision requiring 230| categorical fund.—
202 eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations 231 (1) There is created an operating categorical fund for
203 to verify that scholarship funds are used for 232 implementing the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program pursuant
Page 7 of 139 Page 8 of 139
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions. CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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233| to s. 1002.394. These funds shall be in the amount provided in 262| as provided in the General Appropriations Act.
234| the General Appropriations Act and any additional funds 263 (b) The second, third, and fourth quarter release payments
235 transferred from the Educational Enrollment Stabilization Fund 264 shall be based upon the amount of full-time equivalent student
236| pursuant to s. 1011.689. 265| membership reported and cross-checked by the department pursuant
237 (2) Educational scholarship funding operating categorical 266 to s. 1002.421(3).
238| funds shall be used to award scholarships as required in s. 267 (c) If the funds released to the organization are in excess
239 1002.394 and in accordance with s. 1002.421. Funds shall be 268| of the funds certified to the department by the organization as
240 disbursed from this fund based on the full-time equivalent 269 the amount distributed for student scholarships in accordance
241 scholarship students forecasted or reported as participating in 270| with scholarship program requirements, the department is
242 the program. 271 authorized to adjust the amount of the overpayment in the third
243 (3) A “full-time equivalent student” for a student 272 and fourth quarter payment releases.
244| participating in a scholarship program under s. 1002.394 or s. 273 Section 2. Section 1011.689, Florida Statutes, is created
245 1002.395 means a student who receives all 10 scholarship 274 to read:
246| payments, that are distributed on a monthly basis. A student who 275 1011.689 Educational enrollment stabilization program.—The
247 receives less than 10 payments shall generate a fraction of 276| educational enrollment stabilization program is created to
248 full-time equivalent student membership proportional to the 2717 provide supplemental state funds as needed to address changes in
249 number of payments received. 278| full-time equivalent student enrollment throughout the school
250 (4) For the purposes of calculating a scholarship award 279| year in both the Florida Finance Education Program and the
251 amount, a full-time equivalent student shall be based upon the 280 educational scholarship programs created pursuant to chapter
252| student’s county of residence. 281| 1002.
253 (5) Contingent upon verification that the organization is 282 (1) SCHOOL DISTRICT STABILIZATION.—To maintain the
254 in compliance with s. 1002.395(6) (i), the department shall 283 stability of the operations of public schools, including charter
255| release funds from the operating categorical fund on a quarterly 284 schools, in each school district, the department shall use funds
256| Dbasis to the organization with the first quarter payment 285| as appropriated to ensure that based on each recalculation of
257 released no later than July 30. The funds shall be held by the 286 the Florida Education Finance Program, a school district’s funds
258| organization for deposit into the students’ accounts in 287| per unweighted full-time equivalent student are not less than
259| accordance with the payment schedules. 288| the greater of either the school district’s funds per unweighted
260 (a) The first quarter release payment shall be based upon 289 full-time equivalent student as appropriated in the General
261| the amount of full-time equivalent student membership forecasted 290| Appropriations Act or the school district’s funds per unweighted
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full-time equivalent student as recalculated based upon the

receipt of the certified taxable value for school purposes

pursuant to s. 1011.62(4).
(2) SCHOOL DISTRICT DECLINING ENROLLMENT.—To maintain the

stability of the operations of public schools, the department

shall use funds as appropriated to provide a supplemental

payment to school districts that have a decline in unweighted

full-time equivalent students between the legislative

calculation provided in the General Appropriations Act and the

third calculation of the Florida Education Finance Program

within the same year. The supplemental payment shall be computed

by multiplying a percentage of the decline in the unweighted

full-time equivalent students as determined by the Legislature

by the base student allocation and by the comparable wage factor

or the small district factor. The percentage used for districts

that are fiscally constrained must be greater than the

percentage used for non-fiscally constrained districts. The

supplemental funds may not be added to the district’s total

Florida Education Finance Program funds for any future

calculations.

(3) FAMILY EMPOWERMENT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.—To maintain

scholarship award amounts, the department shall use funds as

appropriated to ensure that funding is available if the number

of full-time equivalent students enrolled in the scholarship

program is greater than the amount appropriated in the General

Appropriations Act in the educational scholarship funding

operating categorical established under s. 1011.687.
(4) FLORIDA TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.-If available

funds in the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program are
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insufficient to cover eligible applicants who are personalized

education program students, the department shall use funds as

appropriated to award scholarships to such eligible applicants

up to the number authorized in s. 1002.395.

(5) MINIMUM BALANCE.—The Legislature shall annually

appropriate funds in the General Appropriations Act to the

department for the educational stabilization program in an

amount necessary to maintain a projected minimum balance of $250

million at the beginning of the upcoming fiscal year.

Notwithstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351, the

unexpended balance of funds appropriated pursuant to this

subsection which is not disbursed by June 30 of the fiscal year

in which the funds are appropriated may be carried forward for

up to 10 years after the effective date of the original

appropriation.

Section 3. Section 1011.65, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

1011.65 Florida Education Finance Program Appropriation
Allocation Conference.—Prior to the distribution of any funds
appropriated in the General Appropriations Act for the K-12
Florida Education Finance Program formula and for the formula-
funded categorical programs, the Commissioner of Education shall
conduct an allocation conference. Conference principals shall
include representatives of the Department of Education, the
Executive Office of the Governor, and the appropriations
committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives.
Conference principals shall discuss and agree to all
conventions, including rounding conventions, and methods of

computation to be used to calculate Florida Education Finance
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Program and categorical entitlements of the districts for the
fiscal year for which the appropriations are made. These
conventions and calculation methods shall remain in effect until
further agreements are reached in subsequent allocation
conferences called by the commissioner for that purpose. The
commissioner shall also, prior to each recalculation of Florida
Education Finance Program and categorical allocations of the
districts, provide conference principals with all data necessary
to replicate those allocations precisely. This data shall
include a matrix by district by program of all full-time
equivalent changes made by the department as part of its
administration of state full-time equivalent caps. This data

must include verification that the department has cross-checked

the full-time equivalent student mempbership survey data with the

full-time equivalent student data for the educational

scholarship programs established under chapter 1002 to avoid

duplication.

Section 4. Section 1002.40, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

1002.40 The Hope Seheotarship Program.—

(1) PURPOSE.—The Hope Sehelarship Program is established to

provide the parent of a public school student who was subjected
to an incident listed in subsection (3) an opportunity to
transfer the student to another public school or to request a
scholarship for the student to enroll in and attend an eligible
private school.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Parent” means a resident of this state who is a

parent, as defined in s. 1000.21, and whose student reported an
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incident in accordance with subsection (4).

(b) “Program” means the Hope Sehetarship Program.

(c) “School” means any educational program or activity
conducted by a public K-12 educational institution, any school-
related or school-sponsored program or activity, and riding on a
school bus, as defined in s. 1006.25(1), including waiting at a
school bus stop.

(3) PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—A student enrolled in a Florida
public school in kindergarten through grade 12 is eligible for
the educational options described in subsection (4) if the
student reported an incident in accordance with that subsection.
For purposes of this section, the term “incident” means battery;
harassment; hazing; bullying; kidnapping; physical attack;
robbery; sexual offenses, harassment, assault, or battery;
threat or intimidation; or fighting at school, as defined by the
department in accordance with s. 1006.09(6).

(4) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; PARENTAL OPTIONS.—Upon
receipt of a report of an incident, the school principal, or his
or her designee, shall provide a copy of the report to the
parent and investigate the incident to determine if the incident
must be reported as required by s. 1006.09(6). Within 24 hours
after receipt of the report, the principal or his or her
designee shall provide a copy of the report to the parent of the
alleged offender and to the superintendent. Upon conclusion of
the investigation or within 15 days after the incident was
reported, whichever occurs first, the school district shall
notify the parent of the program, offer the parent an
opportunity to enroll his or her student in another public

school that has capacity, and notify the parent of their
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407| eligibility to apply for a scholarship to attend an eligible 436| as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
408| private school under ss. 1002.394 and 1002.395. 437| Disorders, Fifth Edition, published by the American Psychiatric
409 (5) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules 438| Association; cerebral palsy as defined in s. 393.063; Down
410 to administer this section. 439| syndrome as defined in s. 393.063; an intellectual disability as
411 Section 5. Section 1002.411, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 440 defined in s. 393.063; a speech impairment; a language
412 Section 6. Section 1002.421, Florida Statutes, is amended 441 impairment; an orthopedic impairment; any other health
413| to read: 442 impairment; an emotional or a behavioral disability; a specific
414 1002.421 State school choice scholarship programs pregrem 443| learning disability, including, but not limited to, dyslexia,
415 & aRtabitity—and rsieght. — 444 dyscalculia, or developmental aphasia; Phelan-McDermid syndrome
416 (1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, s. 1002.394, and 445 as defined in s. 393.063; Prader-Willi syndrome as defined in s.
417 1002.395, the term: 446 393.063; spina bifida as defined in s. 393.063; being a high-
418 (a) “Approved provider” means a provider approved by the 447 risk child as defined in s. 393.063(22) (a); muscular dystrophy;
419| Agency for Persons with Disabilities, a health care practitioner 448| Williams syndrome; rare diseases that affect patient populations
420| as defined in s. 456.001, or a provider approved by the 449| of fewer than 200,000 individuals in the United States, as
421| department pursuant to s. 1002.66. 450| defined by the National Organization for Rare Disorders;
422 (b) “Choice navigator” means an individual who meets the 451 anaphylaxis; a hearing impairment, including deafness; a visual
423| requirements of s. 1002.395(6) (d)8. and who provides 452 impairment, including blindness; traumatic brain injury;
424 consultations, at a mutually agreed upon location, on the 453| hospital or homebound; or identification as dual sensory
425 selection of, application for, and enrollment in educational 454 impaired, as defined by rules of the State Board of Education
426| options addressing the academic needs of a student; curriculum 455| and evidenced by reports from local school districts. The term
427 selection; and advice on career and postsecondary education 456| “hospital or homebound” includes a student who has a medically
428 opportunities. However, this section does not authorize a choice 457 diagnosed physical or psychiatric condition or illness, as
429| navigator to oversee or exercise control over the curricula or 458| defined by the state board in rule, and who is confined to the
430| academic programs of a personalized education program. 459| home or hospital for more than 6 months.
431 (c) “Curriculum” means a complete course of study for a 460 (e) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization”
432| particular content area or grade level, including any required 461| or “organization” means a state university; or an independent
433| supplemental materials and associated online instruction. 462 college or university that is eligible to participate in the
434 (d) "“Disability” means, for a 3- or 4-year-old child or for 463 William L. Boyd, IV, Effective Access to Student Education Grant
435| a student in kindergarten to grade 12, autism spectrum disorder 464 Program; is located and chartered in this state; is not for
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profit; is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or is a charitable

organization that:

1. TIs exempt from federal income tax pursuant to s.

501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code;

2. Is a Florida entity formed under chapter 605, chapter

607, or chapter 617 and whose principal office is located in

this state; and
3. Complies with 1002.395(6) and (15).

(f) “Eligible postsecondary educational institution” means

a Florida College System institution; a state university; a

school district technical center; a school district adult

general education center; an independent college or university

that is eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV,

Effective Access to Student Education Grant Program under s.

1009.89; or an accredited independent postsecondary educational

institution as defined in s. 1005.02 which is licensed to

operate in this state under part III of chapter 1005 or is

approved to participate in a reciprocity agreement as defined in
s. 1000.35(2).

(g) “Eligible private school” means a private school as

defined in s. 1002.01 which is located in Florida and which

offers an education to students in any grades K-12 and meets the

requirements in this section.

(h) “Household income” has the same meaning as the term

“income” as defined in the Income Eligibility Guidelines for

free and reduced price meals under the National School Lunch

Program in 7 C.F.R. part 210 as published in the Federal

Register by the United States Department of Agriculture.

Page 17 of 139

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

494
495
496
497
498
499
500
501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521
522

Florida Senate - 2025 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7030

602-02541A-25 20257030pb

(i) “IEP” means an individual education plan, regardless of

whether the plan has been reviewed or revised within the last 12

months.

(j) “Inactive” means that no eligible expenditures have

been made from an account.

(k) “Job coach” means an individual employed to help people

with disabilities learn, accommodate to, and perform their work

duties.
(1) “Law enforcement officer” has the same meaning as
provided in s. 943.10(1).

(m) “Owner or operator” includes:

1. An owner, a president, an officer, or a director of an

eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization or a person

with equivalent decisionmaking authority over an eligible

nonprofit scholarship-funding organization; or

2. An owner, an operator, a superintendent, or a principal

of an eligible private school or a person with equivalent

decisionmaking authority over an eligible private school.

(n) “Parent” means a resident of this state who is a parent
as defined in s. 1000.21.

(o) “Personalized education program” has the same meaning
as in s. 1002.01.

(p) “Personalized education student” means a student whose

parent applies to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization for participation in a personalized education

program.

(g) “Student learning plan” means a customized learning

plan developed by a parent at least annually to guide

instruction for his or her student and to identify the goods and
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services needed to address the academic needs of his or her

student.
(2) SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS.—

(a) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

must provide the parent with information on each scholarship

program established pursuant to this chapter which clearly

outlines the eligibility requirements of and authorized uses of

funds for each program to enable the parent of a student to

determine which program best fits the needs of each student.

Specifically, for a student applying based on eligibility
pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (b) or s. 1002.395, except for

students eligible pursuant to a personalized education program,

a participating private school must discuss the school’s

academic programs and policies, specialized services, code of

conduct, and attendance policies before enrollment with the

parent to determine which programs and services may meet the

student’s individual needs.

(b) The organization must create a single application for

all educational scholarship programs established pursuant to

this chapter in a manner that creates an electronic record of

the application, which must include the date the application was

submitted, the date the application was approved or denied, and

the date the scholarship was accepted or declined. The

organization may not charge a fee for the application.

(c) The organization must establish two application

approval windows each school year during which a parent of an

eligible student, including renewal students, may apply for an

educational scholarship program pursuant to this chapter, except

for personalized education students, who may only apply during
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the fall application window.

l.a. For the 2025-2026 school year, the application

deadline for the fall application window must be no later than
July 15.
b. For the 2026-2027 school year and thereafter, the

application deadline for the fall application window must be no

later than May 31.

2. The application deadline for the spring application

window must be no later than November 1.

(d) An organization must review applications and award

scholarships using the following priorities:

1. An application for a student who is eligible pursuant to
s. 1002.394(3) (a) or s. 1002.395 and:

a. Whose household income level does not exceed 185 percent

of the federal poverty level or who is in foster care or out-of-

home care; and then

b. Whose household income level exceeds 185 percent of the

federal poverty level but does not exceed 400 percent of the

federal poverty level.

2. An application for a student who is eligible and

received a scholarship during the previous school year.

3. An application for a student who was affected by the

disapproval of an organization’s participation by the department

pursuant to s. 1002.395 during the previous school year.

The organization must award scholarships to newly eligible

students on a first-come, first-served basis unless the student

is seeking priority pursuant to this paragraph.

(e) A parent must notify the organization within 30 days,

Page 20 of 139
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




581
582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603
604
605
606
607
608
609

Florida Senate - 2025

602-02541A-25
except for the 2025-2026 school year for which the parent must

notify the organization within 15 days, of the application

window deadline whether the scholarship offer is accepted or

declined. A failure to respond within the timeframe established

results in an automatic declination of the scholarship. A parent

(PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7030
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of a student who is awarded funds during the fall does not need

to reapply during the spring application window. A parent of a

student who is awarded funds during the spring window may only

receive five of the 10 payment installments for the school year.

(f) A parent may not apply for multiple scholarships under
s. 1002.394 or s. 1002.395 for an individual student at the same

time.

(g) Notwithstanding the application window deadlines, a

student in foster care or out-of-home care who is a dependent

child of a member of the United States Armed Forces or who

reported an incident pursuant to s. 1002.40 may apply for a

scholarship at any time but may only receive payments

prospectively.

(h) An organization may not restrict or reserve

scholarships for use at a particular eligible private school or

provide scholarships to a child of an owner or operator of such

school. The organization must notify each parent of a

scholarship applicant that participation in the scholarship

program does not guarantee enrollment at an eligible private

school.

(i) For the 2025-2026 school year, a parent who applies for

a scholarship by April 30, 2025, does not need to submit a new

application pursuant to the requirements of this section but

must, by the time the organization is required to send its
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verified list to the department, provide the documentation

required for eligibility. However, a parent may withdraw their

application and reapply pursuant to the requirements of this

section.

An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization may not

further regulate, exercise control over, or require

documentation beyond the requirements of the scholarship

programs unless the regulation, control, or documentation is

necessary for participation in the program.

(3) ENROLLMENT VERIFICATION.—Upon receipt of an

application, the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization must verify each student’s initial or continuing

eligibility. Each student must apply for a scholarship each

academic year. An organization may not grant multiyear

scholarships in one approval process.

(a) To verify eligibility the organization must request for

each student and include in each student’s file all of the

following information:

1. More than one form of proof of residency or proof that

the student is the dependent of an active duty member of the

United States Armed Forces who has received permanent change of

station orders to this state or, at the time of renewal, whose

home of record or state of legal residence is Florida.

2. A copy of the student’s birth certificate.

3. For a student who was enrolled in public school in the

school year prior to participation in the scholarship program,

proof that the parent submitted the standard withdrawal form to

the public school at which the student was previously enrolled.
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639 4. The following documentation from the parent attesting 668| application window.
640| that while the student receives scholarship payments, the 669 2. July 15 for the 2026-2027 school year and each school
641 student will be enrolled in and in compliance with the 670| year thereafter for the fall application window.
642| applicable attendance requirements under ss. 1003.01(16) and 671 3. December 15 for the spring application window.
643| 1003.21(1): 672 (d) The department must assign each verified eligible
644 a. A copy of the notice of a parent’s intent to establish 673| student a Florida student identification number. Once a student
645| and maintain a home education program pursuant to s. 1002.41; 674 is assigned a Florida student identification number, the
646 b. A personalized education program and a copy of the 675 organization must use that number for the reporting and tracking
647 student learning plan that has been reviewed and verified by the 676| of all scholarship data.
648 organization pursuant to s. 1002.395(7) (c); or 677 (e) The department must cross-check each list of verified
649 c. A letter of admission or enrollment from an eligible 678| eligible students with the most recent public school enrollment
650| private school for the school year in which the student is 679| lists and each list of verified eligible students applying to
651 applying. 680 receive a scholarship award before an organization makes any
652 (b) In addition, if the student: 681 payments to avoid duplication between organizations and between
653 1. Previously participated in a scholarship program, the 682| the organizations and the public schools.
654 organization must request for each student the assessment 683 (f) The department, after the list of verified eligible
655 results necessary to verify compliance with subsection (7). 684 students has been cross-checked and each student has been
656 2. Is seeking priority eligible based upon household 685| assigned a Florida student identification number, shall send the
657 income, the parent of the student must authorize the 686 updated list to the organization who may then fund students
658| organization to access information needed for income eligibility 687| based on the department’s list of verified eligible students.
659| determination and verification held by other state or federal 688| The department must notify an organization of any of the
660 agencies, including the Department of Revenue, the Department of 689 organization’s identified students who were submitted for a
661| Children and Families, the Department of Education, the 690| scholarship from another organization and which organization the
662 Department of Commerce, and the Agency for Health Care 691 student shall receive funding from.
663 Administration. 692 (4) PRE-PAYMENT VERIFICATION.—Prior to the disbursement of
664 (c) An organization must send to the department a list of 693| each scholarship payment, the organization must verify the
665| wverified eligible students and any information necessary for the 694 student’s continued eligibility based upon the requirements of
666| department to review the list by: 695| the applicable student’s scholarship program.
667 1. August 15 for the 2025-2026 school year for the fall 696 (a) For scholarship programs that require private school
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697| enrollment, the organization must verify that the student is 726| shall be based upon the student’s current grade level and county
698 enrolled in and in attendance at an eligible participating 727 of residence.
699| private school. 728 2. The calculated scholarship amount for a student
700 (b) Prior to the receipt of each scholarship payment, a 729 determined eligible pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (b) must be based
701 parent of the student must attest that the student is not 730 upon the student’s current grade level, exceptional student
702 enrolled full-time in a public school and is enrolled in and in 731 program, and county of residence.
703| attendance at, unless excused for illness or other good cause: 732 a. The calculated scholarship amount for a student who
704 1. A home education program; 733| received a Gardiner Scholarship pursuant to former s. 1002.385
705 2. A personalized education program; or 734 in the 2020-2021 school year shall be the greater of the amount
706 3. An eligible private school. 735 calculated pursuant to this subsection or the amount the student
707 (c) The organization may not make any payment into a 736| received for the 2020-2021 school year.
708| student’s account upon notification that the student is enrolled 737 b. The calculated scholarship amount for a student who
709 in a public school unless the organization can verify the 738 received a John M. McKay Scholarship pursuant to former s.
710 student’s continued eligibility. An organization is liable to 739 1002.39 in the 2020-2021 school year shall be the greater of the
711| the state for payments made in violation of this subsection and 740| amount calculated pursuant to this subsection or the amount the
712 must reimburse the state for funds that were improperly awarded 741 student received for the 2020-2021 school year.
713| which cannot be recovered. 742 (b) The scholarship award shall be divided into 10 equal
714 (5) SCHOLARSHIP AWARD AMOUNTS AND PAYMENT SCHEDULE.— 743 installments. The organization must make payments no later than
715 (a) Beginning in the 2025-2026 school year, the calculated 744 August 20, except for the 2025-2026 school year for which the
716 scholarship program award amounts shall be the amounts provided 745 first payment must be made no later than September 1, September
717 in the General Appropriations Act which are based upon the 746 15, October 15, November 15, January 15, February 15, March 15,
718 amounts by basic program and program for exceptional students 747| April 15, and May 15 of each school year in which the
719| under the Florida Education Finance Program. These amounts shall 748 scholarship is in force and in accordance with the pre-payment
720 be adjusted annually based upon the value of the percentage 749| wverification process. The first payment must be for two
721 change increase in per student funding at the state level for 750 installments.
722| public school districts as provided in the General 751 (6) SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNTS.—The organization must establish
723| Appropriations Act. 752| and maintain a separate scholarship account for each student
724 1. The calculated scholarship amount for a student 753 enrolled in a scholarship program. For each account, the
725 determined eligible pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (a) or s. 1002.395 754 organization must maintain a record of accrued interest which is
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retained in the student’s account. Accrued interest in the

student’s account is in addition to, and not part of, the

awarded funds. Program funds include both the awarded funds and

accrued interest and are available only for authorized program

expenditures.

(a) Payment of the scholarship by the eligible nonprofit

scholarship-funding organization shall be by funds transfer,

including, but not limited to, debit cards, electronic payment

cards, or any means of payment the department deems commercially

viable or cost-effective. A student’s scholarship award may not

be reduced to cover debit card or electronic payment fees.

Commodities or services related to the development of such

transfer system must be procured by competitive solicitation

unless purchased from a state term contract pursuant to s.
287.056.

(b) For students eligible pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (a) or

s. 1002.395, except for those students enrolled in a

personalized education program:

1. The organization must commit scholarship funds on behalf

of the student for tuition and fees that the parent must pay at

a participating private school before scholarship account funds

may be used for additional authorized uses under s.
1002.394(4) (a) or s. 1002.395(4) (d). A parent is responsible for

all eligible expenses in excess of the scholarship amount. An

eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall ensure

that the parent has approved a funds transfer before any

scholarship funds are deposited. The parent may not designate

any entity or individual associated with a participating private

school as the parent’s attorney in fact to approve a funds
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transfer.

2. After funds have been committed pursuant to subparagraph

1., funds may be used as authorized in s. 1002.394(4) (a) and as

authorized in the organization’s purchasing handbook by paying

for the authorized use directly and then submitting a

reimbursement request to the organization. An organization may

require the use of an online platform for direct purchases of

products if such use does not limit a parent’s choice of

curriculum or academic programs. If a parent purchases a product

identical to one offered by an organization’s online platform

for a lower price, the organization must reimburse the parent

the cost of the product.

3. The initial payment shall be made after the

organization’s verification of admission acceptance, and

subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of continued

enrollment and attendance at a participating private school.

Payments for tuition and fees for full-time enrollment shall be

made within 7 business days after approval by the parent and the

private school.

4. An organization may not transfer any funds to an account

of a student which has a balance in excess of $24,000.

(c) For students eligible pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (b):

1. The organization must verify qualifying educational

expenditures pursuant to the requirements of s. 1002.394 (4) (b).

The organization must verify any expenditures made pursuant to
s. 1002.394(4) (b)1. and 2. before the distribution of funds.

Review of expenditures made for services specified in s.

1002.394(4) (b)3.-16. may be completed after the purchase is

made.
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813 2. An organization may not transfer any funds to an account 842 coordinate with the department to provide to a participating
814 of a student which has a balance in excess of $50,000. 843| private school the statewide assessments and any related
815 (d) The parent of a student who fails to comply with this 844| materials for administering the assessments.
816| subsection forfeits the scholarship. An organization must notify 845 2. A school district is responsible for administering tests
817 the parent when a scholarship account is closed and program 846 at a participating private school, including:
818 funds revert to the state. 847 a. Providing training for private school staff on test
819 (7) TESTING REQUIREMENTS.—A student participating in a 848| security and assessment administration procedures;
820 scholarship program in grades 3 through 10 may take the 849 b. Distributing testing materials to a private school;
821| nationally norm-referenced tests that are identified by the 850 c. Retrieving testing materials from a private school;
822 department or take the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 851 d. Providing the required format for a private school to
823 1008.22. Students with disabilities for whom standardized 852 submit information to the district for test administration and
824| testing is not appropriate are exempt from this requirement. 853| enrollment purposes; and
825 (a) A participating private school must annually administer 854 e. Providing any required assistance, monitoring, or
826| or make provision for students participating in the program in 855| investigation related to administering tests and assessments at
827 grades 3 through 10 to take one of the nationally norm- 856 a private school.
828 referenced tests or cooperate with a student whose parent 857 3. A participating private school shall report a student’s
829| chooses to participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to 858| scores to his or her parent. By August 15 of each year, a
830 s. 1008.22. A parent must require his or her student 859| participating private school must report the scores of all
831| participating in the program to take the norm-referenced tests 860| participating students to a state university as described in s.
832| offered by the participating private school. The parent may also 861 1002.395(9) (b) 3.
833| choose to have the student participate in the statewide 862 4. If a parent requests that the student participating in
834 assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. 863 the program take statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22
835 (b)1. If the participating private school chooses to offer 864| and the participating private school has not chosen to offer and
836 and administer the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 865 administer the statewide assessments, the district in which the
837 to all students who attend the private school in grades 3 866| participating private school is located must provide locations
838| through 10, it must submit a request in writing to the 867| and times for the student to take the assessments. The parent is
839| department by March 1 of each year in order to administer the 868| responsible for transporting the student to the assessment site
840 statewide assessments in the subsequent school year. In turn, 869 designated by the school district.
841| wupon the request of the department, a school district shall 870 5. For students determined eligible pursuant to s.

Page 29 of 139 Page 30 of 139
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions. CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2025 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7030 Florida Senate - 2025 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7030

602-02541A-25 20257030pb 602-02541A-25 20257030pb
871 1002.395(7) (b), an organization must receive eligible student 900| service provider must electronically file a complete set of
872| test scores, and beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, by 901 fingerprints with the Department of Law Enforcement. Upon
873| August 15, annually report test scores for such students to a 902 submission of fingerprints for this purpose, the owner or
874 state university pursuant to s. 1002.395(9) (b)3. 903| operator or service provider shall request that the Department
875 (8) BACKGROUND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS.— 904 of Law Enforcement forward the fingerprints to the Federal
876 (a) Each owner or operator or an individual providing 905| Bureau of Investigation for level 2 screening, and the
877 services under s. 1002.394(4) (b)4. or s. 1002.395(6) (d)4., prior 906 fingerprints shall be retained by the Department of Law
878 to employment or engagement to provide services, to undergo 907 Enforcement under subparagraph 2.
879 level 2 background screening as provided under chapter 435. The 908 2. Fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law
880 fingerprints for the background screening must be electronically 909| Enforcement as required by this paragraph must be retained by
881 submitted to the Department of Law Enforcement and may be taken 910| the Department of Law Enforcement in a manner approved by rule
882| by an authorized law enforcement agency or a private company 911| and entered in the statewide automated biometric identification
883 that is trained to take fingerprints. However, the complete set 912 system authorized by s. 943.05(2) (b). The fingerprints must
884| of fingerprints of an owner or operator or service provider may 913| thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized for
885| not be taken by the owner or operator or service provider. The 914| arrest fingerprints entered in the statewide automated biometric
886 owner or operator or service provider shall provide a copy of 915 identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.
887| the results of the state and national criminal history check to 916 3. The Department of Law Enforcement shall run a search of
888| the Department of Education. The cost of the background 917| all arrest fingerprints received under s. 943.051 against the
889 screening may be borne by the owner or operator or service 918 fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric
890| provider. 919| identification system under subparagraph 2. Any arrest record
891 1. Every 5 years following employment or engagement to 920| that is identified with an owner’s or operator’s fingerprints
892 provide services, an owner or operator or service provider must 921| must be reported to the owner or operator or service provider,
893| meet level 2 screening standards as described in s. 435.04, at 922| who must report to the Department of Education. Any costs
894| which time the owner or operator or service provider shall 923| associated with the search shall be borne by the owner or
895| request the Department of Law Enforcement to forward the 924| operator or service provider.
896| fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for level 2 925 4. An owner or operator who fails the level 2 background
897 screening. If the fingerprints of an owner or operator or 926| screening is not eligible to participate in a scholarship
898 service provider are not retained by the Department of Law 927 program under this chapter. A service provider must submit a
899| Enforcement under subparagraph 2., the owner or operator or 928| notarized attestation to the organization and make the
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background screening results available upon request. A person

that fails to make the background screening results available

upon request to either the parent or organization is

disqualified from participating in

the program. No later than

December 1, 2025, an organization may not provide scholarship

funds to a person or provider that

has not submitted the

notarized attestation.

5. In addition to the offense

s listed in s. 435.04, a

person required to undergo background screening pursuant to this

part or authorizing statutes may not have an arrest awaiting

final disposition for, must not have been found guilty of, or

entered a plea of nolo contendere to, regardless of

adjudication, and must not have been adjudicated delinquent for,

and the record must not have been sealed or expunged for, any of

the following offenses or any similar offense of another

jurisdiction:

a. Any authorizing statutes,

if the offense was a felony.

This chapter, if the offen

se was a felony.

Section 409.920, relating

to Medicaid provider fraud.

Section 409.9201, relating

to Medicaid fraud.

Section 741.28, relating t

o domestic violence.

H |©0 |Q |a |O

Section 817.034, relating

to fraudulent acts through

mail, wire, radio, electromagnetic,

photoelectronic, or

photooptical systems.

g. Section 817.234, relating

to false and fraudulent

insurance claims.

h. Section 817.505, relating

to patient brokering.

i. Section 817.568, relating

to criminal use of personal

identification information.
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j. Section 817.60, relating to obtaining a credit card

through fraudulent means.

k. Section 817.61, relating to fraudulent use of credit

cards, if the offense was a felony.

1. Section 831.01, relating to forgery.

m. Section 831.02, relating to uttering forged instruments.

n. Section 831.07, relating to forging bank bills, checks,

drafts, or promissory notes.

o. Section 831.09, relating to uttering forged bank bills,

checks, drafts, or promissory notes.

p. Section 831.30, relating to fraud in obtaining medicinal

drugs.

g. Section 831.31, relating to the sale, manufacture,

delivery, or possession with the intent to sell, manufacture, or

deliver any counterfeit controlled substance, if the offense was

a felony.

6. At least 30 calendar days before a transfer of ownership

of a private school, the owner or operator shall notify the

parent of each scholarship student.

7. The owner or operator of a private school that has been

deemed ineligible to participate in a scholarship program

pursuant to this chapter may not transfer ownership or

management authority of the school to a relative in order to

participate in a scholarship program as the same school or a new

school. For purposes of this subparagraph, the term “relative”

means father, mother, son, daughter, grandfather, grandmother,

brother, sister, uncle, aunt, cousin, nephew, niece, husband,

wife, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law,

brother-in-law, sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson,
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987 stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half brother, or half 1016| organization, prior to scholarship payment. Such information

988 sister. 1017| must be provided by the deadlines established by the

989 (b) An organization must report the annual audit of 1018 organization and in accordance with the requirements of this

990| background screening results required under this subsection to 1019| section or ss. 1002.394 and 1002.395. A student is not eligible

991 the department. 1020 to receive a scholarship payment if the private school fails to

992 & PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—A private 1021 meet the deadlines.

993| school participating in an educational scholarship program 1022 (e) Annually complete and submit to the department a

994| established pursuant to this chapter may be sectarian or 1023| notarized scholarship compliance statement certifying that all

995| nonsectarian and must be a private school as defined in s. 1024 school employees and contracted personnel with direct student

996 1002.01 in this state, be registered, and be in compliance with 1025 contact have undergone background screening pursuant to s.

997| all requirements of this section in addition to private school 1026| 435.12 and have met the screening standards as provided in s.

998| requirements outlined in s. 1002.42, specific requirements 1027 435.04.

999 identified within respective scholarship program laws, and other 1028 (f) Demonstrate fiscal soundness and accountability by:
1000| provisions of Florida law that apply to private schools. 1029 1. Being in operation for at least 3 school years or
1001| Additionally, a private school participating in an educational 1030| obtaining a surety bond or letter of credit for the amount equal
1002 scholarship program pursuant to this chapter—and must: 1031 to the scholarship funds for any quarter and filing the surety
1003 (a) Comply with the antidiscrimination provisions of 42 1032| bond or letter of credit with the department.
1004| U.sS.C. s. 2000d. 1033 2. Requiring the parent of each scholarship student to
1005 (b) Notify the department of its intent to participate in a 1034 personally restrictively endorse the scholarship warrant to the
1006 scholarship program. 1035 school or to approve a funds transfer before any funds are
1007 (c) Notify the department of any change in the school’s 1036| deposited for a student. The school may not act as attorney in
1008 name, school director, mailing address, or physical location 1037 fact for the parent of a scholarship student under the authority
1009| within 15 days after the change. 1038 of a power of attorney executed by such parent, or under any
1010 (d) Provide to the department or secheltarship-funding 1039| other authority, to endorse a scholarship warrant or approve a
1011| organization all documentation required for a student’s 1040| funds transfer on behalf of such parent.
1012| participation or required by the organization to process a 1041 (g) Meet applicable state and local health, safety, and
1013| scholarship payment, including the private school’s and 1042| welfare laws, codes, and rules, including:
1014 student’s individual fee schedule, and attendance verification 1043 1. Firesafety.
1015| as required by the department or seheltarship—funding 1044 2. Building safety.

Page 35 of 139 Page 36 of 139
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions. CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




1045
1046
1047
1048
1049
1050
1051
1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064
1065
1066
1067
1068
1069
1070
1071
1072
1073

Florida Senate - 2025 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7030

602-02541A-25 20257030pb

(h) Employ or contract with teachers who hold baccalaureate
or higher degrees, have at least 3 years of teaching experience
in public or private schools, or have special skills, knowledge,
or expertise that qualifies them to provide instruction in
subjects taught.

(i) Maintain a physical location in the state at which each
student has regular and direct contact with teachers. Regular
and direct contact with teachers may be satisfied for students
enrolled in a personalized education program if students have
regular and direct contact with teachers at the physical
location at least 2 school days per week and the student
learning plan addresses the remaining instructional time.

(j) Publish on the school’s website, or provide in a
written format, information for parents regarding the school,
including, but not limited to, programs, services, the
qualifications of classroom teachers, and a statement that a
parentally placed private school student with a disability does
not have an individual right to receive some or all of the
special education and related services that the student would
receive if enrolled in a public school under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), as amended.

(k) At a minimum, provide the parent of each scholarship
student with a written explanation of the student’s progress on
a quarterly basis.

(1) Cooperate with a student whose parent chooses to
participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22.

(m) Require each employee and contracted personnel with

direct student contact, upon employment or engagement to provide

services, to undergo a state and national background screening,
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pursuant to s. 943.0542, by electronically filing with the
Department of Law Enforcement a complete set of fingerprints
taken by an authorized law enforcement agency or an employee of
the private school, a school district, or a private company who
is trained to take fingerprints and deny employment to or
terminate an employee if he or she fails to meet the screening
standards under s. 435.04. Results of the screening shall be
provided to the participating private school. For purposes of
this paragraph:

1. An “employee or contracted personnel with direct student
contact” means any employee or contracted personnel who has
unsupervised access to a scholarship student for whom the
private school is responsible.

2. The costs of fingerprinting and the background check
shall not be borne by the state.

3. Continued employment of an employee or contracted
personnel after notification that he or she has failed the
background screening under this paragraph shall cause a private
school to be ineligible for participation in a scholarship
program.

4. An employee or contracted personnel holding a valid
Florida teaching certificate who has been fingerprinted pursuant
to s. 1012.32 is not required to comply with the provisions of
this paragraph.

5. All fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law
Enforcement as required by this section shall be retained by the
Department of Law Enforcement in a manner provided by rule and
entered in the statewide automated biometric identification

system authorized by s. 943.05(2) (b). Such fingerprints shall
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thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized for
arrest fingerprints entered in the statewide automated biometric
identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.

6. The Department of Law Enforcement shall search all
arrest fingerprints received under s. 943.051 against the
fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric
identification system under subparagraph 5. Any arrest record
that is identified with the retained fingerprints of a person
subject to the background screening under this section shall be
reported to the employing school with which the person is
affiliated. Each private school participating in a scholarship
program is required to participate in this search process by
informing the Department of Law Enforcement of any change in the
employment or contractual status of its personnel whose
fingerprints are retained under subparagraph 5. The Department
of Law Enforcement shall adopt a rule setting the amount of the
annual fee to be imposed upon each private school for performing
these searches and establishing the procedures for the retention
of private school employee and contracted personnel fingerprints
and the dissemination of search results. The fee may be borne by
the private school or the person fingerprinted.

7. Employees and contracted personnel whose fingerprints
are not retained by the Department of Law Enforcement under
subparagraphs 5. and 6. are required to be refingerprinted and
must meet state and national background screening requirements
upon reemployment or reengagement to provide services in order
to comply with the requirements of this section.

8. Every 5 years following employment or engagement to

provide services with a private school, employees or contracted
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personnel required to be screened under this section must meet
screening standards under s. 435.04, at which time the private
school shall request the Department of Law Enforcement to
forward the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation
for national processing. If the fingerprints of employees or
contracted personnel are not retained by the Department of Law
Enforcement under subparagraph 5., employees and contracted
personnel must electronically file a complete set of
fingerprints with the Department of Law Enforcement. Upon
submission of fingerprints for this purpose, the private school
shall request that the Department of Law Enforcement forward the
fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for national
processing, and the fingerprints shall be retained by the
Department of Law Enforcement under subparagraph 5.

(n) Adopt policies establishing standards of ethical
conduct for educational support employees, instructional
personnel, and school administrators. The policies must require
all educational support employees, instructional personnel, and
school administrators, as defined in s. 1012.01, to complete
training on the standards; establish the duty of educational
support employees, instructional personnel, and school
administrators to report, and procedures for reporting, alleged
misconduct by other educational support employees, instructional
personnel, and school administrators which affects the health,
safety, or welfare of a student; and include an explanation of
the liability protections provided under ss. 39.203 and 768.095.
A private school, or any of its employees, may not enter into a
confidentiality agreement regarding terminated or dismissed

educational support employees, instructional personnel, or
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1161 school administrators, or employees, personnel, or 1190 ; :
1162| administrators who resign in lieu of termination, based in whole 1191| privet hool—participatingdin— holarshipprogram
1163| or in part on misconduct that affects the health, safety, or 1192 tablished pursuant—te—thi hapter—The fingerprints for+th
1164| welfare of a student, and may not provide the employees, 1193| baekgreound reentngmust—b teetrontealty submitted—+to—th
1165| personnel, or administrators with employment references or 1194| Department—of Taow Enforcement and may betaken by anauthorized
1166 discuss the employees’, personnel’s, or administrators’ 1195 taw—enforcement ageneyor o privat mpaRy—who—is—traitned—t
1167| performance with prospective employers in another educational 1196| +ake—fingerprints—How r—th mptet t—of fingerprints—of
1168 setting, without disclosing the employees’, personnel’s, or 1197 an—eowRer—or—operator may not—Pbe—taken by —th ver—or—operators
1169| administrators’ misconduct. Any part of an agreement or contract 1198 Tk nrer—oroperateor shall provide—= s £ the—result £—£h
1170 that has the purpose or effect of concealing misconduct by 1199 tate—andnational—eriminathistor heek—+to—+the Department—of
1171| educational support employees, instructional personnel, or 1200| Edueatien—Th t—of the background reeningmaybeborneb
1172 school administrators which affects the health, safety, or 1201| £k Aer—oroperators
1173| welfare of a student is void, is contrary to public policy, and 1202 1I—Every S5—years—fellowing employment—orengagement—t
1174| may not be enforced. 1203| preovid i —each nrer—oroperateor mustmeet 1 12
1175 (o) Before employing a person in any position that requires 1204 reening—standards—as—¢ ribed—in—s5+—435-04—~atwhichtime—th
1176 direct contact with students, conduct employment history checks 1205 nrer—or—operator—shall—reqguest—the Department—ofTa
1177| of previous employers, screen the person through use of the 1206| Enforcementto forward—the fingerprints +tothe Federal Bureaun—of
1178 screening tools described in s. 1001.10(5), and document the 1207 rr tigatien—fer = 1 sereenitng—Ftfthe fingerprint £ —an
1179| findings. If unable to contact a previous employer, the private 1208 ner—oroperator are notretained by the Departmentof Lo
1180 school must document efforts to contact the employer. The 1209| Erfercement—under subparagraph 27tk rer—or—operator must
1181| private school may not employ a person whose educator 1210 teetronteattyfite—= mptete—set—of fingerprints—withth
1182 certificate is revoked, who is barred from reapplying for an 1211| Department—of Taw Enforcement—Upon submissienof fingerprint
1183| educator certificate, or who is on the disqualification list 1212 for—thispurp —Eh HHer—oroperater shall reguest—that—+th
1184| maintained by the department pursuant to s. 1001.10(4) (b). 1213| bepartment—of taw knforcement forward the fingerprints—to—th
1185 “pr—Reeuts ek rer—or—operateor—of the privat Feoolts 1214| FederatBureauw—ofIn tigatieon—feor—+ 2 reentng—and—th
1186| prier—= mprovyment—orengagement—toprovide serviees;—% 1215| <£ingerprints—shall be retained by the Department—of Law
1187| urderge—t 12 background reening—as—provided—underchapter 1216| Enforecement—under subparagraph
1188| 435+—Forpurp £—this paragraph—the term Vowner—oF 1217 2—Fingerprint wbritted—to—the Department—of Fan
1189 peratorlmeans—an—owner—operateor—Superintendent;—or prineipal 1218| Enforeement—as—reguiredby this paragraph mustberetainedb
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1219| +he bepartment—of Faw Brforcement in o manner appr d—y—rut 1248 - : - 7 : tead -

1220| and—entered—n—th tatewide automated biometrie ddentifieation 1249 —Seetien—H41- 28 retatingtodemestd toterees

1221 tem—aunthorized—y—s5+—943-05(2 )ty —Fhefingerprints—tmust 1250 f—Seetion—817-034—relatingto—frauvdulentaects—through
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(p)4e Provide a report from an independent certified
public accountant who performs the agreed-upon procedures
developed pursuant to s. 1002.395(6) (1) —1082-385+6r+«- 1f the

private school receives more than $250,000 in funds from
scholarships awarded under this chapter in a state fiscal year.
A private school subject to this subsection must annually submit
the report by September 15 to the scholarship-funding
organization that awarded the majority of the school’s
scholarship funds. The agreed-upon procedures must be conducted
in accordance with attestation standards established by the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

(g)+4=)» Prohibit education support employees, instructional
personnel, and school administrators from employment in any
position that requires direct contact with students if the
personnel or administrators are ineligible for such employment

pursuant to this section or s. 1012.315, or have been terminated

or have resigned in lieu of termination for sexual misconduct
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with a student. If the prohibited conduct occurs subsequent to
employment, the private school must report the person and the
disqualifying circumstances to the department for inclusion on
the disqualification list maintained pursuant to s.
1001.10(4) (b) .

(r)+4s» Not be owned or operated by a person or an entity
domiciled in, owned by, or in any way controlled by a foreign
country of concern or foreign principal as defined in s.
288.860. A violation of this paragraph constitutes an imminent
threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the school’s
students and to the public, sufficient to justify immediate
suspension of payment of scholarship funds under paragraph
(11) (e) 43)++e), as well as denial, suspension, or revocation of
a school’s participation in a scholarship program under
paragraph (11) (b) +33+4b).

(s) The inclusion of eligible private schools within

options available to Florida public school students does not

expand the regulatory authority of the state, its officers, or

any school district to impose any additional regulation of

private schools beyond that reasonably necessary to enforce

requirements expressly set forth in this section.

The department shall suspend the payment of funds to a private
school that knowingly fails to comply with this subsection or
subsection (8), and shall prohibit the school from enrolling new
scholarship students, for 1 fiscal year and until the school
complies. If a private school fails to meet the requirements of

this subsection or subsection (8) or has consecutive years of

material exceptions listed in the report required under
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1335| paragraph (p) +&), the commissioner may determine that the 1364 120.
1336| private school is ineligible to participate in a scholarship 1365 5. Investigate any written complaint of a violation of this
1337 program. 1366 section by a parent, a student, a participating private school,
1338 (10)+42» DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.— 1367 a public school, a school district, an organization, a provider,
1339 (a) The Department of Education shall: 1368 or another appropriate party in accordance with the process
1340 1. Annually verify the eligibility of private schools that 1369| established under s. 1002.421.
1341| meet the requirements of this section, specific requirements 1370 6.4+~ Require an annual, notarized, sworn compliance
1342 identified within respective scholarship program laws, and other 1371 statement from participating private schools certifying
1343| provisions of state law that apply to private schools. 1372 compliance with state laws, and retain such records.
1344 2. Establish a toll-free hotline that provides parents and 1373 7.5+ Coordinate with the entities conducting the health
1345| private schools with information on participation in the 1374 inspection for a private school to obtain copies of the
1346| scholarship programs. 1375| inspection reports.
1347 3. Publish and update, as necessary, information on the 1376 8.6+ Conduct site visits to private schools entering a
1348| department website about the educational scholarship programs 1377 scholarship program for the first time. Beginning with the 2019-
1349| established under this chapter, including, but not limited to, 1378 2020 school year, a private school is not eligible to receive
1350 student eligibility criteria, parental responsibilities, and 1379 scholarship payments until a satisfactory site visit has been
1351 relevant data. The information must include a list of approved 1380 conducted and the school is in compliance with all other
1352| providers as required by s. 1002.66, eligible postsecondary 1381 requirements of this section.
1353 educational institutions, eligible private schools, and eligible 1382 9.7+ Coordinate with the State Fire Marshal to obtain
1354| organizations and may identify or provide links to lists of 1383| access to fire inspection reports for private schools. The
1355| other approved providers. 1384| authority conducting the fire safety inspection shall certify to
1356 4.3~ Establish a process by which individuals may notify 1385 the State Fire Marshal that the annual inspection has been
1357| the department of any violation by a parent, private school, or 1386| completed and that the school is in full compliance. The
1358| school district of state laws relating to program participation. 1387 certification shall be made electronically or by such other
1359| If the department has reasonable cause to believe that a 1388| means as directed by the State Fire Marshal.
1360| violation of this section or any rule adopted by the State Board 1389 10.8<= Upon the request of a participating private school
1361| of Education has occurred, it shall conduct an inquiry or make a 1390| authorized to administer statewide assessments, provide at no
1362 referral to the appropriate agency for an investigation. A 1391 cost to the school the statewide assessments administered under
1363| department inquiry is not subject to the requirements of chapter 1392 s. 1008.22 and any related materials for administering the
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assessments. Students at a private school may be assessed using
the statewide assessments if the addition of those students and
the school does not cause the state to exceed its contractual
caps for the number of students tested and the number of testing
sites. The state shall provide the same materials and support to
a private school that it provides to a public school. A private
school that chooses to administer statewide assessments under s.
1008.22 shall follow the requirements set forth in ss. 1008.22
and 1008.24, rules adopted by the State Board of Education to
implement those sections, and district-level testing policies
established by the district school board.

11. Maintain and annually publish a list of nationally

norm-referenced tests identified for purposes of satisfying the

testing requirements in subsection (7). The tests must meet

industry standards of quality in accordance with state board

rule.

12. Develop a standard withdrawal form for parents who are

withdrawing their students from public school to enroll in a

scholarship program under this chapter. The form must include

the student’s Florida Education Identification number, full

name, date of birth, school or program from which the student is

withdrawing, and date of withdrawal.

(b) The department may conduct site visits to any private
school participating in a scholarship program pursuant to this
chapter that has received a complaint about a violation of state
law or state board rule pursuant to subparagraph (a)é4. +4&)3~ or

has received a notice of noncompliance or a notice of proposed

action within the previous 2 years.

(c) Annually, by December 15, the department shall report
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to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives its actions in implementing
accountability in the scholarship programs under this section,
any substantiated allegations or violations of law or rule by an
eligible private school under this section, and the corrective
action taken.

(d) The department shall develop a uniform reimbursement

process that organizations must use when processing

reimpursement requests, including invoices, pursuant to s.
1002.394(11) (b)6. or s. 1002.395(6) (u) . An organization must

approve, deny, or request more information relating to a

reimbursement request within 30 days after receipt of such

request. The department shall coordinate with each organization

to develop a process to collect input and feedback from parents,

private schools, and providers before an organization may

implement substantial modifications or enhancements to the

reimbursement process.
(11)43)» COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND

OBLIGATIONS.—The Commissioner of Education:

(a) Shall deny, suspend, or revoke a private school’s
participation in a scholarship program if it is determined that
the private school has failed to comply with this section or
exhibits a previous pattern of failure to comply. However, if
the noncompliance is correctable within a reasonable amount of
time, not to exceed 45 days, and if the health, safety, or
welfare of the students is not threatened, the commissioner may
issue a notice of noncompliance which provides the private
school with a timeframe within which to provide evidence of

compliance before taking action to suspend or revoke the private
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in the scholarship program.

(b) May deny, suspend, or revoke a private school’s

participation in a scholarship program if the commissioner

determines that an owner or operator of the private school is

operating or has operated an educational institution in this

state or in another state or jurisdiction in a manner contrary

to the health, safety,

or welfare of the public or if the owner

or operator has exhibited a previous pattern of failure to

comply with this section or specific requirements identified

within respective scholarship program laws. Fer—purp £—this

+ the &

tor?” b th

== ToHT7 s (SSE=iis

C g s

sRer o opera has—the same meanRing—a

1) ()
PE et Ih—pParagrapa——t=— P

(c) May permanently deny or revoke the authority of an

owner, officer, or director to establish or operate a private

school in the state and include such individual on the

disqualification list maintained by the department pursuant to

s. 1001.10(4) (b) if the commissioner decides that the owner,

officer, or director:

1. Is operating or has operated an educational institution

in the state or another state or jurisdiction in a manner

contrary to the health,

safety, or welfare of the public; or

2. Has operated an educational institution that closed

during the school year.

An individual may be removed from the

disqualification list if the individual reimburses the

department or eligible

nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization the amount of scholarship funds received by the

educational institution during the school year in which it

closed.

(d)1. In making such a determination, may consider factors
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that include, but are not limited to, acts or omissions by an

owner or operator which led to a previous denial, suspension, or

revocation of participation in a state or federal education

scholarship program; an owner’s or operator’s failure to

reimburse the department or scholarship-funding organization for

scholarship funds improperly received or retained by a school;

the imposition of a prior criminal sanction related to an

owner’s or operator’s management or operation of an educational

institution; the imposition of a civil fine or administrative

fine, license revocation or suspension, or program eligibility

suspension, termination,

or revocation related to an owner’s or

operator’s management or operation of an educational

institution; or other types of criminal proceedings in which an

owner or operator was found guilty of, regardless of

adjudication, or entered a plea of nolo contendere or guilty to,

any offense involving fraud, deceit, dishonesty, or moral

turpitude.

2. The commissioner’s determination is subject to the

following:

a. If the commissioner intends to deny, suspend, or revoke

a private school’s participation in the scholarship program, the

department shall notify the private school of such proposed

action in writing by certified mail and regular mail to the

private school’s address of record with the department. The

notification shall include the reasons for the proposed action

and notice of the timelines and procedures set forth in this

paragraph.

b. The private school that is adversely affected by the

proposed action shall have 15 days after receipt of the notice
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1509| of proposed action to file with the department’s agency clerk a 1538| persons or organizations:
1510 request for a proceeding pursuant to ss. 120.569 and 120.57. If 1539 a. A court of competent jurisdiction in compliance with an
1511| the private school is entitled to a hearing under s. 120.57(1), 1540| order of that court or the attorney of record in accordance with
1512| the department shall forward the request to the Division of 1541| a lawfully issued subpoena, consistent with the Family
1513| Administrative Hearings. 1542 Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g.
1514 c. Upon receipt of a request referred pursuant to this 1543 b. A person or entity authorized by a court of competent
1515| subparagraph, the director of the Division of Administrative 1544 jurisdiction in compliance with an order of that court or the
1516| Hearings shall expedite the hearing and assign an administrative 1545| attorney of record pursuant to a lawfully issued subpoena,
1517 law judge who shall commence a hearing within 30 days after the 1546| consistent with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act,
1518 receipt of the formal written request by the division and enter 1547 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g.
1519| a recommended order within 30 days after the hearing or within 1548 c. Any person, entity, or authority issuing a subpoena for
1520 30 days after receipt of the hearing transcript, whichever is 1549 law enforcement purposes when the court or other issuing agency
1521 later. Each party shall be allowed 10 days in which to submit 1550| has ordered that the existence or the contents of the subpoena
1522 written exceptions to the recommended order. A final order shall 1551 or the information furnished in response to the subpoena not be
1523| be entered by the agency within 30 days after the entry of a 1552| disclosed, consistent with the Family Educational Rights and
1524 recommended order. The provisions of this sub-subparagraph may 1553 Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, and 34 C.F.R. s. 99.31.
1525| be waived upon stipulation by all parties. 1554
1526 (e) May immediately suspend payment of scholarship funds if 1555| The commissioner’s order suspending payment pursuant to this
1527 it is determined that there is probable cause to believe that 1556| paragraph may be appealed pursuant to the same procedures and
1528| there is: 1557| timelines as the notice of proposed action set forth in
1529 1. An imminent threat to the health, safety, or welfare of 1558 subparagraph (d)2.
1530| the students; 1559 (12) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS.—
1531 2. A previous pattern of failure to comply with this 1560 (a) By January 1 of each year, a school district shall
1532 section; or 1561 inform all households within the district receiving free or
1533 3. Fraudulent activity on the part of the private school. 1562 reduced-priced meals under the National School Lunch Act of
1534| Notwithstanding s. 1002.22, in incidents of alleged fraudulent 1563| their eligibility to apply for a scholarship program established
1535| activity pursuant to this section, the department’s Office of 1564| under this chapter. The form of such notice shall be provided by
1536 Inspector General is authorized to release personally 1565 the department, and the school district shall include the
1537 identifiable records or reports of students to the following 1566| provided form in any normal correspondence with eligible
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reduced-price meals under the National School Lunch Act, the

organization shall reimburse the district for the cost of

postage. Such notice is limited to once a year.

(b) Upon the request of the department, a school district

shall coordinate with the department to provide to a

participating private school the statewide assessments

administered under s. 1008.22 and any related materials for

administering the assessments. For a student participating in a

scholarship program established under this chapter whose parent

requests that the student take the statewide assessments under
s. 1008.22, the district in which the student attends a

participating private school shall provide locations and times

to take all statewide assessments. A school district is

responsible for implementing test administrations at a

participating private school, including:

1. Providing training for private school staff on test

security and assessment administration procedures;

2. Distributing testing materials to a private school;

3. Retrieving testing materials from a private school;

4. Providing the required format for a private school to

submit information to the district for test administration and

enrollment purposes; and

5. Providing any required assistance, monitoring, or

investigation at a private school.

(c) Each school district must publish information about a

scholarship program established under this chapter on the

district’s website homepage. At a minimum, the published
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information must include a website link to the scholarship

programs published on the department’s website as well as a

telephone number and e-mail address that students and parents

may use to contact relevant personnel in the school district to

obtain information about the scholarship.

(d) A school district, upon the request of a parent, must

provide the parent of a student enrolled in a school in the

school district the standard withdrawal form developed by the

department. The school district must sign a completed form

within 10 days after receipt. The school district must also

publish the withdrawal form on its website in a downloadable

format
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(13)+45> RULEMAKING.—The State Board of Education shall
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer
this section, including rules to establish a deadline for
private school applications for participation and timelines for
the department to conduct site visits.

Section 7. Subsections (2) through (12) of section
1002.394, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.394 The Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) = < ider!’ i d a4 e &
e B e e e e ey

e {th Disabilitics 1oy L
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(b)+4#»)» “Program” means the Family Empowerment Scholarship
Program.

(3) SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—

(a)3= A parent of a student may apply pursuant to s.
1002.421 for and receive from the state a scholarship for the
purposes specified in paragraph (4) (a) if the student:

l.a+ Is a resident of this state or the dependent child of
an active duty member of the United States Armed Forces who has
received permanent change of station orders to this state; and

2.b+ Is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12
in a public school in this state or received a scholarship under
the Hope Sehelarship Program in the 2023-2024 school year.
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(b) A parent of a student with a disability may apply

pursuant to s. 1002.421 for and receive from the state a

scholarship for the purposes specified in paragraph (4) (b) if
the student:

1. Is a resident of this state or the dependent child of an
active duty member of the United States Armed Forces who has

received permanent change of station orders to this state or, at
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whose home of record or state of legal

2. Is 3 or 4 years of age during the year in which the
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3. Has a disability as—definred—in—subseetion—2); and

4. Is the subject of an IEP written in accordance with
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e or has received a diagnosis of a

sician who is licensed under chapter 458 or
logist who is licensed under chapter 490,
lds an active license issued by another

the United States, the District of

onwealth of Puerto Rico.

(4) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—

(a) Program funds awarded to a student determined eligible

(3) (a) may be used for:

1. Tuition and fees at an eligible private school.

2. Instructional materials, including digital materials,

Internet resources.
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department pursuant to chapter 1005; a private tutoring program
authorized under s. 1002.43; a virtual program offered by a
department-approved private online provider that meets the
provider qualifications specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a); the
Florida Virtual School as a private paying student; or an
approved online course offered pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s.
1004.0961.

5. Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced
achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

6. Contracted services provided by a public school or
school district, including classes. A student who receives
contracted services under this subparagraph is not considered
enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as
specified in subsection (6) but rather attending a public school
on a part-time basis as authorized under s. 1002.44.

7. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees
for services provided by a choice navigator. Such services must
be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s
certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds an
adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a person
who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the subject

area or related subject area in which instruction is given, a

person who has demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge
pursuant to s. 1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally
or internationally recognized research-based training program as
approved by the department. As used in this subparagraph, the

term “part-time tutoring services” does not qualify as regular
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8. Membership dues and related activity fees for

participation in Career and Technical Student Organizations.

(b) Program funds awarded to a student with a disability
determined eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) may be used for
the following purposes:

1. Instructional materials, including digital devices,
digital periphery devices, and assistive technology devices that
allow a student to access instruction or instructional content
and training on the use of and maintenance agreements for these

devices.

2. Curriculum as—defined—in—sub Tiom i)

3. Specialized services by approved providers or by a
hospital in this state which are selected by the parent. These
specialized services may include, but are not limited to:

a. Applied behavior analysis services as provided in ss.
627.6686 and 641.31098.

b. Services provided by speech-language pathologists as
defined in s. 468.1125(8).

c. Occupational therapy as defined in s. 468.203.

d. Services provided by physical therapists as defined in
s. 486.021(8).

e. Services provided by listening and spoken language
specialists and an appropriate acoustical environment for a
child who has a hearing impairment, including deafness, and who
has received an implant or assistive hearing device.

4. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time

enrollment in a home education program that meets all of the

following requirements:
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a. Provides educational courses or activities.

b. Has a publicly available description of courses and

activities.

c. Has a tuition and fee schedule.

d. Makes the tuition and fees payable to a registered

business entity.

5. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time

enrollment ins an eligible private school; an eligible
postsecondary educational institution or a program offered by
the postsecondary educational institution, unless the program is
subject to s. 1009.25 or reimbursed pursuant to s. 1009.30; an
approved preapprenticeship program as defined in s. 446.021(5)
which is not subject to s. 1009.25 and complies with all
applicable requirements of the department pursuant to chapter
1005; a private tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43; a
virtual program offered by a department-approved private online
provider that meets the provider qualifications specified in s.
1002.45(2) (a); the Florida Virtual School as a private paying
student; or an approved online course offered pursuant to s.
1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

6.5+ Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced
achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

7.6+ Contributions to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid
College Program pursuant to s. 1009.98 or the Florida College
Savings Program pursuant to s. 1009.981 for the benefit of the
eligible student.

8.7+ Contracted services provided by a public school or
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school district, including classes. A student who receives
services under a contract under this paragraph is not considered
enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as
specified in subsection (6) but rather attending a public school
on a part-time basis as authorized under s. 1002.44.

9.8+ Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or
fees for services provided by a choice navigator. Such services
must be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida
educator’s certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who
holds an adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a
person who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the

subject area or related subject area in which instruction is

given, a person who has demonstrated a mastery of subject area
knowledge pursuant to s. 1012.56(5), or a person certified by a
nationally or internationally recognized research-based training
program as approved by the department. As used in this
subparagraph, the term “part-time tutoring services” does not
qualify as regular school attendance as defined in s.
1003.01(16) (e) .

10.8+ Fees for specialized summer education programs.

11.36+ Fees for specialized after-school education
programs.

12.33= Transition services provided by job coaches.
Transition services are a coordinated set of activities which
are focused on improving the academic and functional achievement
of a student with a disability to facilitate the student’s
movement from school to postschool activities and are based on
the student’s needs.

13.32+= Fees for an annual evaluation of educational
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progress by a state-certified teacher under s. 1002.41(1) (f), if
this option is chosen for a home education student.

14.43~ Tuition and fees associated with programs offered by
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program providers approved
pursuant to s. 1002.55, school readiness providers approved
pursuant to s. 1002.88, and prekindergarten programs offered by
an eligible private school.

15.34~ Fees for services provided at a center that is a
member of the Professional Association of Therapeutic
Horsemanship International.

16.4+5+ Fees for services provided by a therapist who is
certified by the Certification Board for Music Therapists or
credentialed by the Art Therapy Credentials Board, Inc.

17. Membership dues and related activity fees for

participation in Career and Technical Student Organizations.

(5) TERM OF SCHOLARSHIP.—For purposes of continuity of

educational choice:

(a)l. A scholarship funded to an eligible student pursuant
to paragraph (3) (a) shall remain in force until:

a. The organization determines that the student is not
eligible for program renewal;

b. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes
program participation or use of funds;

c. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the
program for failure to comply with the scholarship program
requirements subseetion—16);

d. The student, who uses the scholarship for tuition and

fees pursuant to subparagraph (4) (a)l., enrolls in a public

school. However, if a student enters a Department of Juvenile
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Justice detention center for a period of no more than 21 days,
the student is not considered to have returned to a public

school on a full-time basis for that purpose; or

e. The student graduates from high school or attains 21
years of age, whichever occurs first.

2.a= The student’s scholarship account must be closed and
any remaining funds shall revert to the state after:

a.{F- Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the
commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,
the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

received pursuant to paragraph (4) (a);

b.4F5) One fiscal year Tw rsecutt fiseal—years in
which an account has been inactive; e=

c.4+F5) A student remains unenrolled in an eligible private
school for 30 days while receiving a scholarship that requires
full-time enrollment; or

d. A student’s scholarship no longer remains in force due

to any of the reasons provided in subparagraph 1.

3. An organization must notify the parent prior to closing

a student’s account regarding the reason the account will be

closed and that the balance of funds will revert upon closure.

4. An organization must annually report to the department

the total number of scholarship accounts that were closed

pursuant to this subparagraph and the amount of funds by account

which reverted to the state
b R RN N + £ a4+ + 3
bo—Reimbursements for program perditur i BEing

+ 21 + + kol 1 Adad 1 1 £ A h
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1915 (b)1. A scholarship funded to an eligible student pursuant 1944| a program offered by the institutions—er
1916 to paragraph (3) (b) shall remain in force until: 1945 e—TF £t et fisealt ars—in—which an—= wRE—ha
1917 a. The parent does not renew program eligibility; 1946| been—dnaetive.
1918 b. The organization determines that the student is not 1947 4. An organization must notify the parent prior to closing
1919| eligible for program renewal; 1948| a student’s account regarding the reason the account will be
1920 c. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes 1949| closed and that the balance of funds will revert upon closure.
1921| program participation or use of funds; 1950 5. Upon a student reaching the age of 16, the organization
1922 d. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the 1951| must notify the parent if there is a balance in the student’s
1923| program for failure to comply with the scholarship requirements 1952| account and provide the amount of the balance and information
1924| subseetieon—+0); 1953 regarding how the funds may be used.
1925 e. The student enrolls full time in a public school; or 1954 6. An organization must report to the department the total
1926 f. The student graduates from high school or attains 22 1955| number of scholarship accounts that were closed pursuant to this
1927 years of age, whichever occurs first. 1956| paragraph and the amount of funds by account that reverted to
1928 2. Reimbursements for program expenditures may continue 1957| the state.
1929| wuntil the account balance is expended or the account is closed. 1958 (c) Upon reasonable notice to the organization and the
1930 3. A student’s scholarship account must be closed and any 1959 school district, the student’s parent may remove the student
1931 remaining funds, including, but not limited to, contributions 1960 from the participating private school and place the student in a
1932| made to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid College Program or 1961| public school in accordance with this section.
1933 earnings from or contributions made to the Florida College 1962 (d) Upon reasonable notice to the organization, the
1934 Savings Program using program funds pursuant to subparagraph 1963| student’s parent may move the student from one participating
1935 (4) (b) 7. 44)r+by6~+, shall revert to the state after: 1964 private school to another participating private school.
1936 a. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the 1965 (6) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
1937 commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to, 1966| a Family Empowerment Scholarship while he or she is:
1938| the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund, 1967 (a) Enrolled full time in a public school, including, but
1939 or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services 1968 not limited to, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind,
1940| received pursuant to subsection (4); or 1969| the College-Preparatory Boarding Academy, the Florida School for
1941 b. Any period of 3 consecutive years after high school 1970| Competitive Academics, the Florida Virtual School, the Florida
1942 completion or graduation during which the student has not been 1971 Scholars Academy, a developmental research school authorized
1943| enrolled in an eligible postsecondary educational institution or 1972| wunder s. 1002.32, or a charter school authorized under this
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chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, a 3- or 4-year-old

child who receives services funded through the Florida Education
Finance Program is considered to be a student enrolled in a
public school;

(b) Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of
providing educational services to youth in a Department of
Juvenile Justice commitment program;

(c) Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant to

this chapter—Hew r—an—eligible publs heool—student

$ iz hel i = 100 411 3
¥ VRS O ESATP—URaeE — 4o ¥ * =3

1 + PR + b N
rotarshipfor transportation pursuan wbparagraph

(d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her
private school teachers pursuant to s. 1002.421(1) (i), unless he
or she is eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) ard—enretled—in

£h PR 4 1 4 K 1 4 £ 4 ]
chHe—pa¥rtrerpatIing—PprIvat 1+ e craRsSTtIoR—t FRr—program

£ N £ (16 4 £

+ 3 +
pHrsuah =254 SESE2s =+ F—a— O SHeatron—program—pursuah

fo—s+—3002-4%;

(e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to
s. 1002.43 unless he or she is determined eligible pursuant to
paragraph (3) (b); or

(f) Participating in virtual instruction pursuant to s.

1002.455 that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s
participation.
(7) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS.—
(a) By Janvaryt—eofecach year;—aschool distriet—shall
£ 11k hold 1+ +h a4 + 2 + 3 3 £
informatt houscholds—within the distriet ¥ fving—fr ¥
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+b)+1. The parent of a student with a disability who does
not have an IEP in accordance with subparagraph (3) (b)4. or who
seeks a reevaluation of an existing IEP may request an IEP
meeting and evaluation from the school district in order to
obtain or revise a matrix of services. The school district shall
notify a parent who has made a request for an IEP that the
district is required to complete the IEP and matrix of services
within 30 days after receiving notice of the parent’s request.
The school district shall conduct a meeting and develop an IEP
and a matrix of services within 30 days after receipt of the
parent’s request in accordance with State Board of Education
rules. The district must accept the diagnosis and consider the
service plan of the licensed professional providing the
diagnosis pursuant to subparagraph (3) (b)4. The school district
must complete a matrix that assigns the student to one of the
levels of service as they existed before the 2000-2001 school
year. For a nonpublic school student without an IEP, the school
district is authorized to use evaluation reports and plans of
care developed by the licensed professionals under subparagraph
(4) (b)3. to complete the matrix of services.

2.a. The school district must provide the student’s parent
and the department with the student’s matrix level within 10

calendar days after its completion.
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b.e+ A school district may change a matrix of services only
if the change is a result of an IEP reevaluation or to correct a
technical, typographical, or calculation error.

(b)1.4er+= Within 10 days after an IEP meeting is held, a
school district shall notify the parent of a student of all
options available pursuant to this section and offer that
student’s parent an opportunity to enroll the student in another
public school in the school district.

2. The parent is not required to accept the offer of
enrolling the student in another public school in lieu of
requesting a scholarship. However, if the parent chooses the
public school option, the student may continue attending the
public school chosen by the parent until the student graduates
from high school.

3. The parent may choose another public school in the
school district, and the school district shall provide
transportation to the public school selected by the parent.

4. The parent may choose, as an alternative, to enroll the
student in and transport the student to a public school in an
adjacent school district that has available space and has a
program with the services agreed to in the student’s IEP already
in place, and that school district shall accept the student and
report the student for purposes of the school district’s funding

pursuant to the Florida Education Finance Program.
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(8) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—
+4=)> The department shall:

1—Publish—andupdater——as necessaryr—informationon—the
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2089 : hip 2118| as required by s. 1002.66, eligible postsecondary educational
2090 Program—ineluding;but not—Iimited to; student—eligibilit 2119 institutions, eligible private schools, and eligible
2091 riteria—parental—responsibitities—andrelevant—datas 2120 organizations and may identify or provide links to lists of
2092 2—Report—aspartof the determinationof full—time 2121| other approved providers.
2093 utvatentmembershippursuant—t — 2 Ha—att 2122 S— Reguder aeh—organtzation—+t riE Tieibt
2094 rotarshipstudents—fundedthroughthe FloridaEdueation 2123 perditur before—the—distributionof funds—feorany
2095| Finanee Preogramy—and—eross—echeeck the listof scholarship 2124| expendituresmadepursuant—teo—subparagraphs—4+{brt—and—2+
2096 tadert abmitted—by—th Hgible rnonprofit rotarship—funding 2125| Rewi £ perditur made—for Fi +fied—in
2097 rgantzation—with—thefult—tim quivatent—studentmembership 2126 ubparagraphs—H4 b} 5—may—b mplteted—after—the purcha
2098| surveydata—to aveoid duplieations 2127| is—made~
2099 33— Maintainond annvatty publtish a tisteof natienally norm 2128 (c)+6+ Investigate any written complaint of a violation of
2100| =xeferereced—teststdentified for purp £ satisfying—th 2129| this section by a parent, a student, a participating private
2101 testing reguirement in Subparagraph {9 (et The tests mustmeet 2130 school, a public school, a school district, an organization, a
2102 industry—standard feguality—3r—=a rear veh——stateboard 2131 provider, or another appropriate party in accordance with the
2103| =xuie~ 2132 process established under s. 1002.421.
2104 4—Net+f tgible rnonpreofit reotarship—funding 2133 (d)+3+~+ Require quarterly reports by an organization, which
2105 rgantration £ —+thedeaddiin for—submitting—th rified—dist 2134| must include, at a minimum, the number of students participating
2106| ef—eligiblte—scholarshipstudents~ 2135| 1in the program; the demographics of program participants; the
2107 (a)5~ Deny or terminate program participation upon a 2136| disability category of program participants; the matrix level of
2108| parent’s failure to comply with the scholarship program 2137 services, 1f known; the program award amount per student; the
2109| requirements subseetion—10). 2138| total expenditures for the purposes specified in paragraph
2110 e Netifythe parent—arnd—th rganiration—when o 2139 (4) (b); the types of providers of services to students; the
2111 Hotarship—= e + d—and—pregramfunds——= rt—to—th 2140| number of scholarship applications received, the number of
2112| states 2141| applications processed within 30 days after receipt, and the
2113 F—Netify an—eligible nonprefit holarship—funding 2142| number of incomplete applications received; data related to
2114| erganizatieonof any of the organizationls—or other 2143| reimbursement submissions, including the average number of days
2115 rganizationls—identified students—whoare—= 7 2144 for a reimbursement to be reviewed and the average number of
2116 holarships—under—thi hapters 2145 days for a reimbursement to be approved; any parent input and
2117 (b)8+ Maintain on its website a list of approved providers 2146| feedback collected regarding the program; and any other

Page 73 of 139 Page 74 of 139
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions. CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2025 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7030 Florida Senate - 2025 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7030

602-02541A-25 20257030pb 602-02541A-25 20257030pb
2147 information deemed necessary by the department. 2176 uspenston—or—*¥ stieon—of participationdnastat r—federat
2148 T2 Netify-eligible nonprofit kotarship—funding 2177| program—eran—eduecation kotarshipprogram—fatlure—+
2149 rganizations—that rotarships—tay notbe awarded—in—= root 2178| xeimbur £k rganization—forfunds—improperty—r tred—or
2150| distriet—in—whieh the award will execced 99 percent—of the sechoot 2179| =retainedr—faiture—to reimburse goverament funds improperty
2151 edstrietl bar £ statefundingthrough the Flerida Edueation 2180 = tyred—or—retained;—impesitionof a prior eriminal sSanetien
2152| Finen Program—a atetvtated by thedepartment= 2181| <reloted—teo—the perseon—or—entit r—iE ffiecer r—employ +
2153 13— Adjustpayments—+ Tigible nonprofit—schotarship 2182| impesitioneof aeiviltfin radmintstrats fine—licens
2154| fundingorganizationsand;—whenthe Florida Edueation Finan 2183| = atieon—or—suspension;—or program—etigibility suspensiony
2155| Program—is—reeateultated;—adiust—the amount—of statefund 2184 | <+termination;—eor— ation—retated—to—apersont r—entiteyt
2156 altteecatedto schoel distriets through the Florida FBdueatien 2185| maragement—or operation; or other types—of erimiral pr SH-rre
2157| Finen Program—based—upon—the—result £tk 3 reel 2186| dn—whieh the person—or—entityor it ffiecer r—employ 3
2158 mplteted—pursuant—t gbparagraph—2- 2187| found—guitt £—regardt £ adiudieation—or—entered—aplea
2159 o r—At—thedireetionof the Commissioner of Eduecation,—th 2188 £ret rrender r—guilty—to—an £fen invelving—frauds
2160| cepartment—may:s 2189| ek ,—cisheonesty—ormorat—turpitudes
2161 I—Suspernd—er—= ke—pregramparticipation—or £ 2190 (e)+4ey Thedepartment——shalt Notify each school district of
2162 program—fuads by —th tudent—or participation or eligibilit £ 2191 the full-time equivalent student consensus estimate of students
2163 ar—ergantration,—eligiblepost ndary—educationalinstitutiony 2192 participating in the program developed pursuant to s.
2164| appx d—provider;—or other party for o vielation of this 2193| 216.136(4) (a).
2165| seetien~ 2194 (f) e Thedepartment—may Provide guidance to a
2166 2—betermine—the terngth of;——and aditiens—feor tifting = 2195| participating private school that submits a transition-to-work
2167 uspenston—or—*¥ stieon—speeifiedinthis paragraph- 2196| program plan pursuant to subsection (15) ++6).
2168 3—R r—unexpendedprogram—fund ¥ +Hhhold paymen £ 2197 49— PRIVATE HOOL ELIUIEILITlmeLIC TIONS—TFo—b
2169 an—eguat amountof program fundsto ¥ rprogram—tonds—that 2198 Tigible to partieipatetnthe Famidly bmp et Hetarship
2170| were—neot—authorized for use= 2199| Pregramy—a private school may be scetarian or nonscetarian—and
2171 2200| muser
2172 Indeterminingwhether tosuspendor revoke partieipation—or 2201 “4a—Cemply—with all reguirementsfor private schoots
2173| +i+ft—-asuspensionor = stton—iA—= relah with—this 2202| portieipatinginstat hool—<hot holarshipprograms
2174| perograph—the department—ray asider—faectors—that—inetuder—Pbut 2203| purswant—=t —3002421—
2175| are—mot—timited—to;—aet r—omisstons—that ted—+to—aprevious 2204 +or—Provide—to—the organizationall documentation reqguired
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2205| fer—a—studentls partiecipation—ineluding econfirmationof the 2234 wbseqguent Hoot aE=
2206 tudentls—admisston—teo—the privat hrool—theprivat Fooltt 2235 +H—Fer—a—studentdetermined—eligible pursuant—to paragraph
2207| oand—studentls—£ hredutes,——and—any otherinformation reqguired 2236 (3 +Hor—disen £h roolls—academie programs—and—polieiesy
2208| by theorganizationteo process——scholarship payment—under 2237 peetalized servieesy E £ nduet—and—attendan potietes
2209 shparagraph {2 e r4—Suvehinformation mustPe provided—by—th 2238| befor rroliment—withthe parent—todetermin hFiehprogram
2210| eeadtin tabtished by —th rgantzation—and—in—= rdan vieh 2239| eand Fi fay—meet—th tudentls—individuatneed
2211| +he—reguirements—of thit tion—A studentis neteligible+£ 2240
2212 = 3 a—auartert rotarshippayment—+fthe privat root 2241 FH—eaprivat ool —faits—tomeect—the regquirement £—thi
2213| feits—tomeect—the deadliine~ 2242 2 tieon—or—s—1002-421—+th s stonermay—determine—that
2214 {eH—Annvallty administer—or make provisionfor student 2243| +he—privat hoot—ds—ineligible—topartiecipate—in—th
2215| porticipating—in—the program—in—grad 3—hrough—+0—to—tal 23 2244 rotarshipprograms:
2216 £ the rnetionalty reorm—referencedteststhat aretdentified by 2245 (9) 436> PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM
2217 +the—departmertpursuant—to paragraph (3 {a)orteo—+takethe 2246 PARTICIPATION.—
2218 tatewide—= ments—pursuant—+ —1008-22—Students—with 2247 (a) A parent who applies for a scholarship under paragraph
2219| disabitits for—whom—thephysician—or o Hotegist—who—dssued 2248 (3) (a) whose student will be enrolled full time in an eligible
2220 the—diagrest r—the ITEP team determin that——standardized 2249| private school must:
2221| +estingis notoppropriate—ar mpt—from—this regquirements 2250 1. Select an eligible private school and apply for the
2222| partieipating private sehool —shall report—a student!s seores—+to 2251| admission of his or her student.
2223| kis—oer her parent By August 15 of cach year, o participating 2252 Reguest—th holarship by the dat tablished by—th
2224| privat hoolmust—report—th £ £ el partieipating 2253 roarirationr—tr o manner that ereat s—wrriEten—eor eteetront
2225 tudents—to o state university as deseribed—dn s 2254 = rd—ofthereguest—and—thedat £ tpt—of the reqguest
2226| 1062395495~ 2255 3o Beginping with new appiteationsforthe 2025-202
2227 2 Admintster—th Eabewide = serts—purstant—+ - 2256 Foot—year and thereafter; rnotify—th roarteation Py b e
2228 106822 +f +theprivat hoot—ch s—& £fer—th tatewie 2257| 15—+that—the seholarship is being aceceptedor deelineds
2229 = freFrEs— partieipatingprivat Foot—me B £ ffer 2258 b—Beginningwith renewalt applications—for the 2025-2026
2230| ond—administer the statewide assessments—toatl students—whoe 2259| sehoot—year—and—thereafter; notify the organization by May 3+
2231| attend—the private school ingrades 3—through 10 and must—submit 2260| <+het—the scholarshipis being renewed—or deelineds
2232| o—reguestinwriting te—the department by Mareh 1 of cach T3 2261 2.4~ Inform the applicable school district when the parent
2233| in—order—to—administer—th tatewide—as smerts—in—th 2262| withdraws his or her student from a public school to attend an
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2263| eligible private school using the standard withdrawal form 2292| autherized—usesunder paragraph {4 +{ar—A parent—is responsible
2264 developed by the department pursuant to s. 1002.421. 2293 forall—eligibt Sacyes E=a" f—the ameount—of—+th
2265 3.5+ Require his or her student participating in the 2294| sehelarship-
2266| program to remain in attendance at the eligible private school 2295 10— Complty—with the secholarship apptication and renewat
2267| throughout the school year unless excused by the school for 2296| px and—requirement tablished by —th rganizations
2268 illness or other good cause. 2297 (b) A parent who applies for a scholarship under paragraph
2269 4.6+ Meet with the eligible private school’s principal or 2298 (3) (b) is exercising his or her parental option to determine the
2270 the principal’s designee to review the school’s academic 2299 appropriate placement or the services that best meet the needs
2271| programs and policies, specialized services, code of student 2300| of his or her child and must=+
2272 conduct, and attendance policies before enrollment. 2301 I—Apply—teo—an—eltigible nonpreofitscholarship—funding
2273 F—Reguire—hit r—her——studentparticipatinginthe program 2302 rganization—toparticipate—inthe program by adat t—py—th
2274| +eo—take—the norm—referenced—= ment—offeredby—th Tiegibl 2303 rganization—TFheregquest—mustbH mrarteated—direetly—+to—th
2275| priveate—school—TFhe parent—wmayat B to—he £h todent 2304 rganization—in o manner—that ereates a writtenor electront
2276| partieipate—in—th totewide—a merEs—pursuant—to—paragraph 2305| = rd—ofthe—reguest—andthedat £ ipt—ofthereqguest
2277 {(He—TFf—+the parent—reqguests—that—th tudent—participating—in 2306 2o Beginringwith rew appliieationsfor the 202520626
2278| +he—program—takeall statewide—= sments—requiredpursuant—t 2307 Rreot ar—and—thereafter,—notify—+th reganization—by—b mber
2279 —1008-22—+the parent—is—responsiblefor transporting—th 2308| I5—that—th rotarship—is—being—= pted—or—deelined
2280| -student—to—the assessmentsite designated by theschoot 2309 b—Beginning with renewal apptications—forthe 20625-2026
2281| distriet- 2310 hool year and thereafter, notify the organization by May 3%
2282 S—AepE seh—payment—pefore—th hetarship—funds—way b 2311| +<het—th Foltarshiptsbeing rerewedordeelired
2283| deposited by fundstransfer pursuant—to subparagraph {23+ 2312 3+ sign an agreement with the organization and annually
2284| Theporentmay notdesignate anyentit r—individuatl—= iated 2313| submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to
2285 reh—the participating privat hoot—as—the parent! s atterney 2314 satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility
2286| in—faet—to approve a funds transfer— A participant—who faits+to 2315| to receive and spend program payments by:
2287 mpty—with—this paragraph feorfeitsth holarship= 2316 l.a+ Affirming that the student is enrolled in a program
2288 S9—Agree—tohave the organizationcommit scholarshipfunds 2317| that meets regular school attendance requirements as provided in
2289 a—behatfof hisor her studentfor tuition and—Ff for—which 2318 s. 1003.01(16) (b), (c), or (d).
2290| +he—porentis respeonsible for paymentat—th Hgible privat 2319 2.b+ Affirming that the program funds are used only for
2291| sehool—Pbefore—using scholarship accountfunds—for additionalt 2320| authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as
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2321| described in paragraph (4) (b); that any prepaid college plan or 2350| s. 1002.88, a prekindergarten program offered by an eligible
2322 college savings plan funds contributed pursuant to subparagraph 2351 private school, or an eligible private school if selected by the
2323 (4) (b) 7. subparagraph—4))6= will not be transferred to 2352 parent.
2324| another beneficiary while the plan contains funds contributed 2353 6.£+ Comply with the scholarship application and renewal
2325| pursuant to this section; and that they will not receive a 2354| processes and requirements established by the organization. A
2326| payment, refund, or rebate of any funds provided under this 2355 student whose participation in the program is not renewed may
2327 section. 2356| continue to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her
2328 3.e+~ Affirming that the parent is responsible for all 2357| account from prior years unless the account must be closed
2329 eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and 2358| pursuant to subparagraph (5) (b)3. Notwithstanding any changes to
2330 for the education of his or her student by, as applicable: 2359 the student’s IEP, a student who was previously eligible for
2331 a.+FH- Requiring the student to take an assessment in 2360| participation in the program shall remain eligible to apply for
2332| accordance with s. 1002.421 (7) peragraph—S9+te)r; 2361| renewal. However, for a high-risk child to continue to
2333 b.4F5) Providing an annual evaluation in accordance with s. 2362 participate in the program in the school year after he or she
2334 1002.41(1) (f); or 2363| reaches 6 years of age, the child’s application for renewal of
2335 c.4+¥5) Requiring the child to take any preassessments and 2364| program participation must contain documentation that the child
2336| postassessments selected by the provider if the child is 4 years 2365| has a disability definmed—inparagraph—{2)+{e) other than high-
2337| of age and is enrolled in a program provided by an eligible 2366| risk status.
2338| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider. A student 2367 7.+ Procuring the services necessary to educate the
2339| with disabilities for whom the physician or psychologist who 2368 student. If such services include enrollment in an eligible
2340| 4issued the diagnosis or the IEP team determines that a 2369| private school, the parent must meet with the private school’s
2341| preassessment and postassessment is not appropriate is exempt 2370| principal or the principal’s designee to review the school’s
2342 from this requirement. A participating provider shall report a 2371| academic programs and policies, specialized services, code of
2343 student’s scores to the parent. 2372 student conduct, and attendance policies before his or her
2344 4.6~ Affirming that the student remains in good standing 2373| student is enrolled. Theparent—must—also—approve—eachpayment
2345| with the provider or school if those options are selected by the 2374 +eo—£h igibleprivat hool—before—th heolarshipfundsma
2346| parent. 2375| be—depesited—by funds—transfer pursuant—teo subparagraph
2347 5.e~ Enrolling his or her child in a program from a 2376| AF2+tar4—Theparentmay notdesignate any entity orindividuat
2348| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider authorized 2377 & tated—with—th Hgiblteprivat hoot—as—theparent!
2349| under s. 1002.55, a school readiness provider authorized under 2378| attern in—fact—toappr a—funds—transfer+ When the student
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receives a scholarship, the district school board is not
obligated to provide the student with a free appropriate public
education. For purposes of s. 1003.57 and the Individuals with
Disabilities in Education Act, a participating student has only
those rights that apply to all other unilaterally parentally
placed students, except that, when requested by the parent,
school district personnel must develop an IEP or matrix level of

services.

A + + 1 £ 143 il il 1 &
(c) parent—may—h appty—For—muttipt hotlarships—undesr

+eé> A participant who fails to comply with this subsection
forfeits the scholarship.

(10)+4#+) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING
ORGANIZATIONS.—

42> An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
awarding scholarships to eligible students pursuant to this

section paragraph—3)++{a)> shall:

I Eo+all K £ + AN 3} 14
g B S——aPE S—ro¥r—parent WHO—a ¥ E=23 P Taft

hi

£4 + i £ 1+ 13 N 3 i
£ for—a—renewat HRe+ e —PbegrRaRIRg

g ] 130 £ +h

h h| i
OFrEaEy—= + HE—PETOFE 23 T—yeo¥r oG ChaThRg PrET £ T

14 4 £
rE—S—¥reRewar—5 rErRgeRt—pon—an

£ ctudant

le privat hool providing confirmation of studen
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1 £ +h : h 1 = + £ 3 brad : £
+—ef—the—prior oot S —ahRe—g aERerE tbmission—of
+ 41 N 15 T4 PRI N 3
apptireations—untird— FHOE ¥ The—p¥ Fir be—FRr—amanner
£haot + £ 1 + d £+ hl +
that—ereat a—WETtEeR—o¥ + troRTre—F ra—of—the—apptieation
+ g +the dat £ + £ +h 13 + +
reet aRa—the—dat £—r o f—the—apptication——regu
14 3 & af+ the deadl B & a £
pptreations—F Tree——after re—geaatinemay—£ Asraerea—for
el i +h B £ £3 h| Th
hrotarshipawara—+a—th doseguenrt—tiseat a¥F——The—P¥ S
+ : ot + £3 that +h 1 i B
P reguts hat—parent i rm—that—th hotarship—3is—Pbeing
fod deeali a4 buv b N 15
=3 ptea—or—dectined—Py b foer—+o—

(a)3~ Verify the household income level of students seeking

priority eligibility and submit the verified list of students to
the department.

4 | hol h ; 3 + = £+
4 Award—schotarships—in priority order pursuahn
h {3V (o)
paragraph— e
5 Establish : 3 1 g £
Estabtish—ana—maintatn Para heotarship—a S ¥
h 14 Il 134 + hnl I + 1 1 +
aFeh—etigibt Gee For—each—=a Szzacyy Fr rgarrZzatiron—must
: : dof g £ fhot P ;. £h
frarRrEaT—a ¥ ra—of—acerged—Frter hat—Fs—retainea—Fn—th
; , ; 1abl 1 £ ) . ;
I 3 1 | tudents—+ funds—£ +
—Permt gibd e = program—funas—for—th
E poses—speeified—in—paragraph—{4H{a)rr—as—authorized—in—+the
1 + 3 r K 1 K db i) 1o 1 £ + +h 1 a
R Zatron porehasing—handbook—by paying—Ffeor—the avtheorizea
E +1 +h e b + £ +o +h
S5 S==2 5 hen—submitting—areimbursement—reayn Fr
N £i+ hel T funds ' +3 b
Hgiblenonprofit—scholarship—funding organization—Heow rr—ah
1 51 £+ 1 i £ands i = i
+Hgibtenenprofs hotarship—fundingorganizationmay regurs
1 h | P oS 1 hos £
tong—a veh—ase—¢a Fr Hmit—aparent hoi £
1 4 T£ + a £
Hrrreuntum—or acagdemie—prograf +H—a—parent—pureha a—Pproat
43 1+ ££ a4 b 3 1 ’ i 1atf
identieal—+t Fr ffered—by anorganization AHine—pitatform
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heal = +1n o +
Fotarship—under—thi e
Q Naoti £ + 1 B 1 + £ + 1
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1.7 Notif

y the parent about the availability of, and the

requirements associated with requesting, an initial IEP or IEP
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reevaluation every 3 years for each student participating in the
program.

2.8+ Notify the parent of available state and local
services, including, but not limited to, services under chapter
413.

I 3 1 brit—+to—the—d + £+
ITh—a—timely—mannery S3chiiEs +

re—aepartmen Fr
in £ 3 tod by thae d + + 1ats PN
information—reguestedbythe department—relating Fr
hol h a th e
HoTa¥rst EhE +OH~
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11 D + H il K oA S 4 | 2l 13+ £
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£ il bef + 2 hol h £ that £ il
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e
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dr
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b
b
>
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1)1+ Use an amount, from eligible

contributions received pursuant to s. 1002.395(6) (1)1., not to

exceed 2.5 percent of the total amount of all scholarships
funded under this section for administrative expenses associated
with performing functions under this section. An organization
that, for the prior fiscal year, has complied with the
expenditure requirements of s. 1002.395(6) (i)3. s=
1062385463+ may use an amount not to exceed 3 percent. Such

administrative expense amount is considered within the 3-percent
limit on the total amount an organization may use to administer

scholarships under this chapter.
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hich K N £ 24 000
e g sS—a T—=Z4a7 g

1 .
ot +r

+b)rt+ For the 2024-2025 school year, the maximum number of
scholarships funded under paragraph (3) (b) shall be 72,615.
Beginning in the 2025-2026 school year, the maximum number of
scholarships funded under paragraph (3) (b) shall annually
increase by 5 percent of the state’s total exceptional student
education full-time equivalent student membership, not including
gifted students. The maximum number of scholarships funded shall
increase by 1 percent of the state’s total exceptional student
education full-time equivalent student membership, not including
gifted students, in the school year following any school year in
which the number of scholarships funded exceeds 95 percent of
the number of available scholarships for that school year. An
eligible student who meets any of the following requirements
shall be excluded from the maximum number of students if the
student:

(a)a+ Received specialized instructional services under the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program pursuant to s.
1002.66 during the previous school year and the student has a
current IEP developed by the district school board in accordance
with rules of the State Board of Education;

(b)b+ Is a dependent child of a law enforcement officer or
a member of the United States Armed Forces, a foster child, or
an adopted child; or

(c)e= Spent the prior school year in attendance at a

Florida public school or the Florida School for the Deaf and the

Blind. For purposes of this subparagraph, the term “prior school

year in attendance” means that the student was enrolled and
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reported by:

1.45 A school district for funding during either the
preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12, which
includes time spent in a Department of Juvenile Justice
commitment program if funded under the Florida Education Finance
Program;

2.4 The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind during
the preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12;

3.4FH A school district for funding during the preceding
October or February full-time equivalent student membership
surveys, was at least 4 years of age when enrolled and reported,
and was eligible for services under s. 1003.21(1) (e); or

4.4F% Received a John M. McKay Scholarship for Students
with Disabilities in the 2021-2022 school year.
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2689| beoththeawarded—fundsandacerved—interests 2718 1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.—
2690 10+—TFh rganizationmay ¢ top—a——system—for—payment—of 2719 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
2691 berefits by funds—transfer;—ineluding,—butnaottimited to;—debit 2720 (a) “Annual tax credit amount” means, for any state fiscal
2692 ards—eteectronte payment—ecards,—or any other mean £ payment 2721| year, the sum of the amount of tax credits approved under
2693 hieh—the department—deems—tob mmeretatt t+abd * = 2722 paragraph (5) (b), including tax credits to be taken under s.
2694| effeetive—A student!s scholarship award may not—be reducedfor 2723 220.1875 or s. 624.51055, which are approved for a taxpayer
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(b)4e)y “Department” means the Department of Revenue.

(c)+4e “Direct certification list” means the certified list

of children who qualify
Temporary Assistance to
Distribution Program on
Department of Education
Families.

(d)+4e} “Division”

for the food assistance program, the
Needy Families Program, or the Food
Indian Reservations provided to the

by the Department of Children and

means the Division of Alcoholic Beverages

and Tobacco of the Department of Business and Professional

Regulation.

(e)4+£> “Eligible contribution” means a monetary

contribution from a taxpayer, subject to the restrictions

provided in this section, to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-

funding organization pursuant to this section and ss. 212.099,

212.1831, and 212.1832.

The taxpayer making the contribution may

not designate a specific child as the beneficiary of the

contribution.

(f)4e> “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization” means a state university; or an independent

college or university that is eligible to participate in the
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William L. Boyd, IV, Effective Access to Student Education Grant

Program, located and chartered in this state, is not for profit,

and is accredited by the Commission
Association of Colleges and Schools;

organization that:

on Colleges of the Southern

or is a charitable

1. Is exempt from federal income tax pursuant to s.

501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code;

2. Is a Florida entity formed under chapter 605, chapter

607, or chapter 617 and whose principal office is located in the

state; and

3. Complies with subsections (6) and (13) ++5).
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(g)+4er “Tax credit cap amount” means the maximum annual tax
credit amount that the department may approve for a state fiscal
year.

(h)+4p> “Unweighted FTE funding amount” means the statewide
average total funds per unweighted full-time equivalent funding
amount that is incorporated by reference in the General
Appropriations Act, or any subsequent special appropriations

act, for the applicable state fiscal year.
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4=} The Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program is
established.

o+ A student is eligible for a Florida tax credit
scholarship under this section if the student:

(a)a~ Is a resident of this state or the dependent child of
an active duty member of the United States Armed Forces who has
received permanent change of station orders to this state or, at
the time of renewal, whose home of record or state of legal
residence is Florida; and

(b)b+ Is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade

12 in a public school in this state or received a scholarship
under the Hope Sehelarship Program in the 2023-2024 school year.
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(4) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
a scholarship while he or she is:

(a) Enrolled full time in a public school, including, but
not limited to, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind,
the College-Preparatory Boarding Academy, the Florida School for
Competitive Academics, the Florida Virtual School, the Florida
Scholars Academy, a developmental research school authorized
under s. 1002.32, or a charter school authorized under this

chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, a 3- or 4-year-old
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child who receives services funded through the Florida Education
Finance Program is considered a student enrolled full time in a
public school;

(b) Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of
providing educational services to youth in a Department of

Juvenile Justice commitment program;

(c) Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant to

this chapter—Hew r—arn—etigiblte—publs hrool—student
{apa hel i a 1002 411 ;
¥ IFiRg—a holarship—under—s+—1 41 t-—may—= 3 &

Lol s e .
4=

(d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her
private school teachers pursuant to s. 1002.421(1) (i) unless he

or she is enrolled in a personalized education program;

(e) Participating in a home education program as defined in

s. 1002.01(1);

(f) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to

s. 1002.43 unless he or she is enrolled in a personalized
education program; or

(g) Participating in virtual instruction pursuant to s.
1002.455 that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s
participation.

(6) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING
ORGANIZATIONS.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization:

(a) Must comply with the antidiscrimination provisions of
42 U.S.C. s. 2000d.

() Mot 1 S + £oll ; N 1 | h 1
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2959| identifiecationinformations 2988| and—thereafter must provide for o renewal timeline beginning
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2963 ards—+f—th ffen as—a—feleny= 2992| pursuvant—t b tien—8)—TFhe—pr sust—reguire—that
2964 I—Seetion 1-0t—relating—to—forgery= 2993| parent afirm—that—th Frotarship—is—beingrenewed—or
2965 mo—Section 231,02, relating to uttering forged instruments, 2994 declined by Mavy 31
2966 Ar—Seetion—831-0F—relatingtoforging bank biltts—~echeekss 2995 3—Shatt tabtish—apr that—altlows—a parent—to—appt
2967 | eraftsy—eorprom: ry—notes— 2996| fer—a—mnew rotarship-—Thepr must—be—tn o manner—that
2968 —Sectten—831-00—relating towttering forged bank bitdss 2997 reat a—written—or—eleckronte rd—ofthe—application
2969 heeks—drafts,—or—promt ry—notes— 2998| reguest—and—thedat £ ipt—oftheapplicationreguest—TFh
2970 p—Seetion 1-30—relating—to—fraudinobtaining medicinat 2999 p= must—regquire—that parent rEirm—that—th rotarship
2971 drugs— 3000| 4s—being—=a pred—or—declined by adat t—by—th rganizations
2972 g—Seetion—831t-3t—relating—to—th ate—manufactures 3001 4—Must teblish—andmaintain parat rotarship
2973| deltiveryr—or—p fon—with—thedrntent—t 1 —manufacture;—o¥r 3002 = grEs—from—eligibt rEributions—feoreacheligibt tudent
2974| detiver—any srrberfeit rtrolted—substance—f+th ffen = 3003| Fer—each—=a are—th rganizationmust—maintain—a—r rd—of
2975| a—feleny- 3004| weerved—interest—retainedin—th taderntls—a are—Th
2976 (b)+4e} Must not have an owner or operator;—as—defined—in 3005 organization
2977 gbparagraph—2)Ha3+=+ who owns or operates an eligible private 3006 (d) Must verify that scholarship funds are used for:
2978 school that is participating in the scholarship program. 3007 l.a= Tuition and fees for full-time or part-time enrollment
2979 (c)+4e3E+ For the 2023-2024 school year, may fund no more 3008| in an eligible private school.
2980 than 20,000 scholarships for students who are enrolled pursuant 3009 2.b+ Instructional materials, including digital materials,
2981 to subsection (7) paragraph—+H+b)>. The number of scholarships 3010 digital devices, and Internet resources.
2982 funded for such students may increase by 40,000 in each 3011 3.e+ Curriculum as defined in s. 1002.394(2).
2983 subsequent school year. This paragraph subparagraph is repealed 3012 4.6~ Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-
2984 July 1, 2027. 3013| time enrollment in a home education instructional program that
2985 —Shatt tabltish—apr for—parents—who—are—in 3014| meets all of the following requirements:
2986 mptian with—paragraph{H+{a)r—+to—ren their—students?t 3015 a. Provides educational courses or activities.
2987 holarships—Renewal apptications—for—the 20625-2026 hool aF 3016 b. Has a publicly available description of courses and
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activities.

c. Has a tuition and fee schedule.

d. Makes the tuition and fees payable to a registered

business entity.

5. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time

enrollment ins an eligible postsecondary educational institution
or a program offered by the postsecondary educational
institution, unless the program is subject to s. 1009.25 or
reimbursed pursuant to s. 1009.30; an approved preapprenticeship
program as defined in s. 446.021(5) which is not subject to s.
1009.25 and complies with all applicable requirements of the
Department of Education pursuant to chapter 1005; a private
tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43; a virtual program
offered by a department-approved private online provider that
meets the provider qualifications specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a);
the Florida Virtual School as a private paying student; or an
approved online course offered pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s.
1004.0961.

6.e~ Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced
achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

7.£+ Contracted services provided by a public school or
school district, including classes. A student who receives
contracted services under this subparagraph sub-subparagraph is
not considered enrolled in a public school for eligibility
purposes as specified in subsection (9) +3%) but rather
attending a public school on a part-time basis as authorized
under s. 1002.44.
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8.+ Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or
fees for services provided by a choice navigator. Such services
must be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida
educator’s certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who
holds an adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a
person who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the
subject area in which instruction is given, a person who has
demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s.
1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally or
internationally recognized research-based training program as
approved by the Department of Education. As used in this
paragraph, the term “part-time tutoring services” does not
qualify as regular school attendance as defined in s.
1003.01(16) (e) .

9. Membership dues and related activity fees for

participation in Career and Technical Student Organizations.

(e) For students determined eligible pursuant to subsection

1 Establ N + h 14
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1.3~ Maintain a signed agreement from the parent which
constitutes compliance with the attendance requirements under
ss. 1003.01(16) and 1003.21(1).

2.4~ Recelve eligible student test scores and, beginning
with the 2027-2028 school year, by August 15, annually report
test scores for students pursuant to subsection (7) paragraph
4> to a state university pursuant to paragraph (8) (d)
Reameal

3.5+ Provide parents with information, guidance, and
support to create and annually update a student learning plan
for their student. The organization must maintain the plan and
allow parents to electronically submit, access, and revise the
plan continuously.

4.6+ Upon submission by the parent of an annual student

learning plan, fund a scholarship for a student determined
eligible.
(f) Must—gt firstprierity—t Higible—renewal—student
hal K £ a4 1 + 1 = 1 +h 1 K ]
kotarship—funding organization duringthe previen Foet

year+ The eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
must fully apply and exhaust all funds available under this
section for renewal scholarship awards before awarding any

initial scholarships.

£ + £ + EEEN 3 1 + +
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(g) 4> Must refer any student eligible for a scholarship
pursuant to this section who did not receive a renewal or
initial scholarship based solely on the lack of available funds
under this section to another eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization that may have funds available.

VAEIAY M + + 1 + hal £ +

H—May—neot—restr: r—r * rotarships—feor— aE—a

il il + _5N ul & hol N +
partientareligible privat hool—orprovid holarships—to—=
hild £ + def B h
ritd—eof anowneror operator as—definedin subparagraph
2
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F—Ma allow—a—student—infoster—ear r—out—of—hom o

= =i + haild h £ +1 Unitead

r—a—dependen Aitd—eofaparen ro—is—amember—of—th fited
S+ o+ iy in + il £ hal i + 3
rmed—For appty—fer—= hreotarship—at—any—tim

(h)+4k) Must allow an eligible student to attend any
eligible private school and must allow a parent to transfer a
scholarship during a school year to any other eligible private
school of the parent’s choice.

(i)1.433+= May use eligible contributions received pursuant
to this section and ss. 212.099, 212.1831, and 212.1832 during
the state fiscal year in which such contributions are collected
for administrative expenses 1f the organization has operated as
an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for at
least the preceding 3 fiscal years and did not have any findings
of material weakness or material noncompliance in its most
recent audit under paragraph (k) +4e) or is in good standing in
each state in which it administers a scholarship program and the
audited financial statements for the preceding 3 fiscal years
are free of material misstatements and going concern issues.
Administrative expenses from eligible contributions may not

exceed 3 percent of the total amount of all scholarships and
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3133| stipends funded by an eligible scholarship-funding organization 3162| amounts carried forward shall be expended for annual or partial-
3134| under this chapter. Such administrative expenses must be 3163| year scholarships in the following state fiscal year. Eligible
3135 reasonable and necessary for the organization’s management and 3164 contributions remaining on June 30 of each year that are in
3136| distribution of scholarships funded under this chapter. 3165| excess of the 25 percent that may be carried forward shall be
3137| Administrative expenses may include developing or contracting 3166| used to provide scholarships to eligible students or transferred
3138| with rideshare programs or facilitating carpool strategies for 3167| to other eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations to
3139| recipients of a transportation scholarship under s. 1002.394. No 3168| provide scholarships for eligible students. All transferred
3140| funds authorized under this subparagraph shall be used for 3169| funds must be deposited by each eligible nonprofit scholarship-
3141 lobbying or political activity or expenses related to lobbying 3170 funding organization receiving such funds into its scholarship
3142 or political activity. Up to one-third of the funds authorized 3171 account. All transferred amounts received by any eligible
3143 for administrative expenses under this subparagraph may be used 3172 nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must be separately
3144 for expenses related to the recruitment of contributions from 3173| disclosed in the annual financial audit required under paragraph
3145 taxpayers. Ar—eligible rorprofitscheolarship-—funding 3174 (k) +Her.
3146 rgantzationrmay not—charge—an—appltication—fees 3175 4—Must—before—granting—= rotarship—for an—academt
3147 2. Must expend for annual or partial-year scholarships 100 3176| year;—document—each rotarship—student! Hgibitityfor—that
3148| percent of any eligible contributions from the prior fiscal 3177 seademt aE—A rotarship—funding organization may not—grant
3149| year. 3178| multiyear holarships—3n—one approval—pr
3150 3. Must expend for annual or partial-year scholarships an 3179 “{—Mustmaintain Sseparate accounts for scholarshipfunds
3151 amount equal to or greater than 75 percent of all net eligible 3180 ard—eperatingfunrd
3152 contributions—as—definedinsub tien—2}, remaining after 3181 (J)+4=)» With the prior approval of the Department of
3153| administrative expenses during the state fiscal year in which 3182| Education, may transfer funds to another eligible nonprofit
3154 such eligible contributions are collected. No more than 25 3183| scholarship-funding organization if additional funds are
3155| percent of such net eligible contributions may be carried 3184 required to meet scholarship demand at the receiving nonprofit
3156| forward to the following state fiscal year. All amounts carried 3185| scholarship-funding organization. A transfer is limited to the
3157 forward, for audit purposes, must be specifically identified for 3186 greater of $500,000 or 20 percent of the total contributions
3158| particular students, by student name and the name of the school 3187 received by the nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
3159| to which the student is admitted, subject to the requirements of 3188| making the transfer. All transferred funds must be deposited by
3160| ss. 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, and the 3189| the receiving nonprofit scholarship-funding organization into
3161| applicable rules and regulations issued pursuant thereto. Any 3190| its scholarship accounts. All transferred amounts received by
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3191| any nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must be 3220| agreed-upon procedures during the 2009-2010 state fiscal year.
3192 separately disclosed in the annual financial and compliance 3221 The agreed-upon procedures must uniformly apply to all private
3193 audit required in this section. 3222 schools and must determine, at a minimum, whether the private
3194 (k)+4e} Must provide to the Auditor General and the 3223| school has been verified as eligible by the Department of
3195 Department of Education a report on the results of an annual 3224 Education under s. 1002.421; has an adequate accounting system,
3196 financial audit of its accounts and records conducted by an 3225 system of financial controls, and process for deposit and
3197 independent certified public accountant in accordance with 3226| classification of scholarship funds; and has properly expended
3198 auditing standards generally accepted in the United States, 3227 scholarship funds for education-related expenses. During the
3199 government auditing standards, and rules promulgated by the 3228 development of the procedures, the participating scholarship-
3200| Auditor General. The audit report must include a report on 3229 funding organizations shall specify guidelines governing the
3201 financial statements presented in accordance with generally 3230| materiality of exceptions that may be found during the
3202| accepted accounting principles. Audit reports must be provided 3231| accountant’s performance of the procedures. The procedures and
3203 to the Auditor General and the Department of Education within 3232 guidelines shall be provided to private schools and the
3204 180 days after completion of the eligible nonprofit scholarship- 3233 Commissioner of Education by March 15, 2011.
3205| funding organization’s fiscal year. The Auditor General shall 3234 b. Must participate in a joint review of the agreed-upon
3206 review all audit reports submitted pursuant to this paragraph. 3235| procedures and guidelines developed under sub-subparagraph a.,
3207| The Auditor General shall request any significant items that 3236| by February of each biennium, if the scholarship-funding
3208| were omitted in violation of a rule adopted by the Auditor 3237| organization provided more than $250,000 in scholarship funds
3209 General. The items must be provided within 45 days after the 3238 under this chapter during the state fiscal year preceding the
3210| date of the request. If the scholarship-funding organization 3239| biennial review. If the procedures and guidelines are revised,
3211| does not comply with the Auditor General’s request, the Auditor 3240| the revisions must be provided to private schools and the
3212| General shall notify the Legislative Auditing Committee. 3241| Commissioner of Education by March 15 of the year in which the
3213 o r—Must—prepare—andsubmitauarterty reports—teo—+th 3242 revisions were completed. The revised agreed-upon procedures and
3214| bepartment—of Eduecation pursuant—to paragraph {9 I 3243| guidelines shall take effect the subsequent school year.
3215 addition—an—eligible nonprefit hotarship—funding organization 3244 c. Must monitor the compliance of a participating private
I216 0 mmsbosubimi b i timely oparaser the verified st of eligible 3245 school with s. 1002.421(9) (p) s—3+082-423{H+e)r if the
3217| seholarshipstudents—andany information reguested by the 3246| scholarship-funding organization provided the majority of the
3218| Department—of Educationrelatingteo—th holarshippregrams: 3247 scholarship funding to the school. For each participating
3219 (1)1.a.4er+=a+ Must participate in the joint development of 3248 private school subject to s. 1002.421(9) (p) s+—300242+H+e),
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the appropriate scholarship-funding organization shall annually
notify the Commissioner of Education by October 30 of:

(I) A private school’s failure to submit a report required
under s. 1002.421(9) (p) s+—3662-42+{H)+e); or

(IT) Any material exceptions set forth in the report

required under s. 1002.421(9) (p) —3002A42 1 e

2. Must seek input from the accrediting associations that
are members of the Florida Association of Academic Nonpublic
Schools and the Department of Education when jointly developing
the agreed-upon procedures and guidelines under sub-subparagraph
l.a. and conducting a review of those procedures and guidelines
under sub-subparagraph 1.b.

(m)4x)> Must maintain the surety bond or letter of credit

required by subsection (13) +45). The amount of the surety bond
or letter of credit may be adjusted quarterly to equal the
actual amount of undisbursed funds based upon submission by the
organization of a statement from a certified public accountant
verifying the amount of undisbursed funds. The requirements of
this paragraph are waived if the cost of acquiring a surety bond
or letter of credit exceeds the average 10-year cost of
acquiring a surety bond or letter of credit by 200 percent. The
requirements of this paragraph are waived for a state
university; or an independent college or university which is
eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV, Effective
Access to Student Education Grant Program, located and chartered
in this state, is not for profit, and is accredited by the
Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools.

(n)+4s)> Must provide to the Auditor General any information
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or documentation requested in connection with an operational
audit of a scholarship-funding organization conducted pursuant

to s. 11.45.

(0)1.45++= Must develop a purchasing handbook that includes
policies for authorized uses of scholarship funds under
paragraph (d) and s. 1002.394(4) (a) . The handbook must include,
at a minimum, a routinely updated list of prohibited items and
services, and items or services that require preauthorization or
additional documentation. By August 1, 2024, and by each July 1
thereafter, the purchasing handbook must be provided to the
Commissioner of Education and published on the eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization’s website. Any
revisions must be provided to the commissioner and published on
the organization’s website within 30 days after such revisions.

2. The organization shall assist the Florida Center for
Students with Unique Abilities established under s. 1004.6495
with the development of purchasing guidelines, which must
include a routinely updated list of prohibited items and
services, and items or services for which preauthorization or
additional documentation is required, for authorized uses of
scholarship funds under s. 1002.394 (4) (b) and publish the
guidelines on the organization’s website.

3. If the organization fails to submit the purchasing
handbook required by subparagraph 1., the Department of
Education may assess a financial penalty, not to exceed $10,000,
as prescribed by State Board of Education rule. This
subparagraph expires July 1, 2026.

(p) 4> May permit eligible students to use program funds

for the purposes specified in paragraph (d), as authorized in
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the organization’s purchasing handbook, by paying for the
authorized use directly, then submitting a reimbursement request
to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.
However, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
may require the use of an online platform for direct purchases

of products so long as such use does not limit a parent’s choice
of curriculum or academic programs. If a parent purchases a
product identical to one offered by an organization’s online
platform for a lower price, the organization shall reimburse the

parent the cost of the product.

(=7 N + 4 £ i £ oy PRI 4 1 4+
s e e e e e
ol ha A + + 11 +
Hotarshipprogram—d F Ricxacss: Arotimen
£ aada o A £ £ AN, LN P | £
for—tnttion —and—+t for—whieh +the parornt 45 respoasibltefeor
+ + 3 X 4+ 2 1 + I | baf 3
B e B e e e
heol i £ £ = £ ddits 1 £ 3 = =
kotarship—= ort—funds—fer additieorat authorized vrRder
(q) 4> BeginningSeptember 302023+ Must submit to the

department quarterly reports that provide the estimated and
actual amounts of the net eligible contributions—as—defined—in
subseetion—2), and all funds carried forward from the prior
state fiscal year.

(r)+4y)» Must establish a process to collect input and
feedback from parents, private schools, and providers before
implementing substantial modifications or enhancements to the

reimbursement process.

Information and documentation provided to the Department of

Education and the Auditor General relating to the identity of a
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taxpayer that provides an eligible contribution under this

section shall remain confidential at all times in accordance

with s. 213.053.

(7) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM

PARTICIPATION.—
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45> A parent whose student is participating in the

personalized education program and wil

1 not be enrolled full

submit a sworn compliance statement to
satisfy or maintain program eligibilit
to receive and spend program payments,
(a)a~ Affirming that the program
authorized purposes serving the studen
described in paragraph (6) (d), and tha
payment, refund, or rebate of any fund
section.
eligible expenses in excess of the amo

for the education of his or her studen
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(c)e= Submitting a student learning plan to the

organization and revising the plan at least annually before

(d)g= Requiring his or her student to take a nationally
norm-referenced test identified by the Department of Education,
or a statewide assessment under s. 1008.22, and provide

assessment results to the organization before the student’s

purstuah

fal 1z itk +h hol 1 + a 1
My Rg—with—th hotarship—apptication—anad—renewat
= ;. + +ablishedbyv—th + A
P¥ s—and—reguirement aptishedby—th rganTzZzation
tudent—wh P I i th +
GeeH Fr participation—in—theprogram—Is5—+H Fer e
4 + g hol funds—that 3 : N
FrEIRY penc hotarship—Fund hat—are—3n—ht r—her
£ £ 3 1 +h + PN 1 =
=t urrt—fromprior—year watess—the = uRtE—must b T <
PR 1002 45V {22
£ — g Ho a2~

(e)£+= Procuring the services necessary to educate the
student. When the student receives a scholarship, the district
school board is not obligated to provide the student with a free

appropriate public education.

For purposes of this subsection paragraph, full-time enrollment
does not include enrollment at a private school that addresses
regular and direct contact with teachers through the student

learning plan in accordance with s. 1002.421(1) (i).
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49} DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The Department of

Education shall:

(a) Annually submit to the department and division, by
March 15, a list of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations that meet the requirements of paragraph (2) (f
Rzme-zat

(b) Annually verify the eligibility of nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations that meet the requirements of
paragraph (2) (f) +2+te>.

(c) Annually verify the eligibility of expenditures as
provided in paragraph (6) (d) using the audit required by
paragraph (6) (k) +6)r+te).

(d) Netifyeligible nonprofit—scholarship—funding
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+£> Issue a project grant award to a state university, to
which participating private schools and eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations must report the scores of
participating students on the nationally norm-referenced tests
or the statewide assessments administered in grades 3 through
10. The project term is 2 years, and the amount of the project
is up to $250,000 per year. The project grant award must be
reissued in 2-year intervals in accordance with this paragraph.

1. The state university must annually report to the
Department of Education on the student performance of
participating students and, beginning with the 2027-2028 school
year, on the performance of personalized education students:

a. On a statewide basis. The report shall also include, to
the extent possible, a comparison of scholarship students’
performance to the statewide student performance of public
school students with socioeconomic backgrounds similar to those
of students participating in the scholarship program. To
minimize costs and reduce time required for the state

university’s analysis and evaluation, the Department of

Education shall coordinate with the state university to provide
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data to the state university in order to conduct analyses of
matched students from public school assessment data and
calculate control group student performance using an agreed-upon
methodology with the state university; and

b. On an individual school basis for students enrolled full
time in a private school. The annual report must include student
performance for each participating private school in which

enrolled students in the private school participated in a

scholarship program under this section er—s+—3+0023%4IF2) =) in
the prior school year. The report shall be according to each
participating private school, and for participating students, in
which there are at least 30 participating students who have
scores for tests administered. If the state university
determines that the 30-participating-student cell size may be
reduced without disclosing personally identifiable information,
as described in 34 C.F.R. s. 99.12, of a participating student,
the state university may reduce the participating-student cell
size, but the cell size must not be reduced to less than 10
participating students. The department shall provide each
participating private school’s prior school year’s student
enrollment information to the state university no later than
June 15 of each year, or as requested by the state university.
2. The sharing and reporting of student performance data
under this paragraph must be in accordance with requirements of
ss. 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act, and the applicable rules and
regulations issued pursuant thereto, and shall be for the sole
purpose of creating the annual report required by subparagraph

1. All parties must preserve the confidentiality of such
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information as required by law. The annual report must not
disaggregate data to a level that will identify individual
participating schools, except as required under sub-subparagraph
1.b., or disclose the academic level of individual students.

3. The annual report required by subparagraph 1. shall be

published by the Department of Education on its website.
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list with the scholarship application data submitted by any

nonprofit scholarship-funding organization eligible to receive
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3597| the 3-percent administrative allowance under paragraph (6) (i) 3626 2—Dbistributionof testing materials to o partieipating
3598+ 3627| private—sechools
3599 (f)+4k)» Notify each school district of the full-time 3628 3—Retrieval of testing materials freom o partieipating
3600| equivalent student consensus estimate of scholarship students 3629| private—sechoots
3601| developed pursuant to s. 216.136(4) (a). 3630 4—Preovisionof the reguired format for apartieipating
3602 05 HOOL—DBISTRICT ORLIGATIONS;—PARENTAL—OPTIONS 3631 privat reoot—- womit—information—to—the district for +test
3603 {a—UYpon—thereguest—of—an Tigible nonprofit holarship 3632| odministrationand-enrollment purposes;—and
3604| fundingeorganizatieon;—a root—distriet—shall informaltt 3633 5—Preovision—eof any regquiredassistance—monitoring,—ox
3605| heouseholds—withinthe distriet—r ving—f£r r—reduced—prieced 3634 4w tigation—at—a participatingpriveat ool
3606 meats—under—the National SchoolTunch Acteof their eligibility 3635 (9)+43++- SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AND PAYMENT.—
3607| +o—epplyfer—a—=ta redit holarship—The formof such notd 3636 (a) The scholarship amount provided to any student for any
3608 hratlbeprovided—lby—th Tigiblenonpreofit rotarship—funding 3637 single school year by an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
3609| ergapizatieon,—andthe distriet—shall ineludethe provided form, 3638 organization from eligible contributions shall be for total
3610| df—reguestedby—th rganization;—Sn any normal rresponden 3639| costs authorized under paragraph (6) (c) 463+d), not to exceed
3611 rreh—eligible houscholds—Ff arneligible nonprofit Fotarship 3640| annual limitsy—which shall be determined—as—folt
3612| fundingorganization requests—a speeialt mmunieation—+to—P 3641 1—Feor—astudent—who—r red—a heotarship—in—th 648
3613| dssuved—to—houschols: +ehin—thedistriet—r ing—fr * 3642 26%5 hool—year;—who—remain Hgiblte—and—who—+ frrotlted—in
3614| =redueced-pricemealts under—the National School Ltuneh Aet—the 3643| an—eligibleprivate sechool;—the amount—shall bethe greater
3615 rganization shall reimburse the distriet for th £ of 3644| ameuntealevlated pursuant to subparagraph 2 or o percentage of
3616 postage—Sueh rott To—timited—+ = S—year- 3645 theunawetghted Ik funding amount for the 20182040 stateftiseat
3617 o—Upon—the reqguest—of the Departmentof Bdueationr——= 3646| <year—and—thereafter as follewst
3618 hool distriet shall rdinate with the department to provid 3647 a—Eighty-ecight percent for o student enrolled in
3619 teo o portieipating privat Heot—th catewide—= REHE 3648 kindergartern—threough orade 5=
3620| administered—under s+—1008-22 and any related materialsfor 3649 b—Ninety—t pereent—for astudentenrotledingrad
3621 administering—the = freFrEs— koot —distriet—isrespensibt 3650| +hreugh—grade8—+
3622 | feor—implrementing test administrations ot a participating private 3651 —Ninet ix—pereent—for a studentenroltledin grade9
3623 hool;—inetuding—thes 3652| +hrough—grade—12+
3624 1— Provisteon——of training for participating privat roet 3653 —For—students—inttiald Tiegiblte—dn—th 0152026 koot
3625 taffon—test grity—andassessment administration pr dresy 3654 ar—or—thereafter;—th ateultated—amount—for astudent—+
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3655| attend—an-eltigible private school shall beecateultated—in 3684 2. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes
3656 & rean with—s-—3002- 3942 H{a)— 3685| program participation or use of funds;
3657 Hor—Payment—of—th hetarship—by—th tigiblenenpreofit 3686 3. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the
3658| seholarship—funding erganization shall be by funds transfers 3687| program for failure to comply with subsection (7);
3659 iretuding;—Putraet timited to;debit ecards;—electronie payment 3688 4. The student who uses the scholarship for full-time
3660 srds—er—any—othermean fpayment—that—the department—deem 3689 tuition and fees at an eligible private school pursuant—te
3661| +eob mmereially—viabt ¥ st—effective—An—-eligibt 3690| paragraph—#++e) enrolls full time in a public school. However,
3662 ronprofit hotarship—funding eorganizatieon shall ensurethat+th 3691 if a student enters a Department of Juvenile Justice detention
3663| parent—has—appr d—a—funds—transfer before—an hretarship 3692 center for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not
3664| furds—are—depositeds 3693 considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time
3665 e r—F—= hrotarship—studentdsattending an—eligibt 3694 basis for that purpose; or
3666| privat hool—fult—+time;—theinitial payment—shall bemad 3695 5. The student graduates from high school or attains 21
3667 aEter—th rgarizationt rifieation—eof admissien—= prareey 3696 years of age, whichever occurs first.
3668| and—subsequent—payment Fatlbe—made—upon rifieation—of 3697 {er—Reimbursements—for program perditur ey e
3669 rtinged—enrollment—andattendan at—th Tigible—privat 3698| urtil—the—= are—batarn 5- pended—or—rematning—funds—ha
3670 hreoot—Payments—shallbewmad iehin busin days—after 3699| = rted—teo—th tat
3671| <appreval—by the parent Ppursuvant—to paragraph{H{a)—and—+th 3700 (c)+4k)> A student’s scholarship account must be closed and
3672| private—school pursuant—to paragraph {8~ 3701| any remaining funds shall revert to the state after:
3673 “+eh—Payment—of—th holarship—shall bemade by —th 3702 1. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the
3674 tigibltereonprofit hotarship—funding eorganizatieon ne—+ 3703| commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,
3675| freguentlvy—than on o guarterly basis+ 3704| the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
3676 +er—An—eligible nonpreofit holarship—fundingorganization 3705| or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services
3677 mayret—transfer any funds—to an—= st —of o —studentdetermined 3706| received pursuant to paragraph (6) (d);
3678| etigibleunder this seetionwhieh has o balaneein exeess—of 3707 2. One fiscal year ¥F 7 wEt fiseal a¥s in which an
3679 $245-666— 3708 account has been inactive; e=
3680 (b)4£> A scholarship awarded to an eligible student shall 3709 3. The student remains unenrolled in an eligible private
3681 remain in force until: 3710| school for 30 days while receiving a scholarship that requires
3682 1. The organization determines that the student is not 3711 full-time enrollment;
3683| eligible for program renewal; 3712 4. A student’s scholarship no longer remains in force due
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3713 to any of the reasons provided in paragraph (b). 3742 (1) of subsection (4) of section 1003.485, Florida Statutes, are
3714 3743| amended to read:
3715| An organization must report to the Department of Education the 3744 1003.485 The New Worlds Reading Initiative.—
3716| total number of scholarship accounts that were closed pursuant 3745 (2) NEW WORLDS READING INITIATIVE; PURPOSE.—The purpose of
3717| to this paragraph and the amount of funds by account that 3746| the New Worlds Reading Initiative established under the
3718| reverted to the state. 3747| department is to instill a love of reading by providing high-
3719 (d)+4%)» Moneys received pursuant to this section do not 3748| quality, free books to students in prekindergarten through grade
3720 constitute taxable income to the qualified student or the parent 3749 5 who are reading below grade level and to improve the literacy
3721| of the qualified student. 3750| skills of students in prekindergarten through grade 12. The New
3722 (13)+4#5) NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING ORGANIZATIONS; 3751 Worlds Reading Initiative shall consist of:
3723| APPLICATION.—In order to participate in the scholarship program 3752 o)—The New HWorldsScholarship Programunder s5+—31002-411-
3724| created under this section, a charitable organization that seeks 3753 (4) ADMINISTRATOR RESPONSIBILITIES.—The administrator
3725 to be a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must submit 3754 shall:
3726| an application for initial approval or renewal to the Office of 3755 (1) Expend eligible contributions received only for the
3727 Independent Education and Parental Choice. Charitable 3756| purchase and delivery of books and to implement the requirements
3728 organizations may apply at any time to participate in the 3757 of this section, as well as for administrative expenses not to
3729| program. 3758| exceed 2 percent of total eligible contributions.
3730 (e) If the State Board of Education disapproves the renewal 3759 Notwithstanding s. 1002.395(6) (i)3. s+—3802-385+46){(3)3~=, the
3731 of a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization, the 3760 administrator may carry forward up to 25 percent of eligible
3732| organization must notify the affected eligible students and 3761 contributions made before January 1 of each state fiscal year
3733| parents of the decision within 15 days after disapproval. An 3762| and 100 percent of eligible contributions made on or after
3734| eligible student affected by the disapproval of an 3763| January 1 of each state fiscal year to the following state
3735| organization’s participation remains eligible under this section 3764 fiscal year for purposes authorized by this subsection. Any
3736| until the end of the school year in which the organization was 3765| eligible contributions in excess of the allowable carry forward
3737 disapproved. The student must apply and be accepted by another 3766 not used to provide additional books throughout the year to
3738| eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for the 3767| eligible students shall revert to the state treasury.
3739| upcoming school year. The student shall be given priority in 3768 Section 10. Paragraph (d) of subsection (5) of section
3740 accordance with s. 1002.421(2) (d) 3. paragraph—{6r+to)— 3769 1008.25, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
3741 Section 9. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and paragraph 3770 1008.25 Public school student progression; student support;
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3771 coordinated screening and progress monitoring; reporting 3800| available to the child to assist parents and the school district
37172 requirements.— 3801 in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and
37173 (5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.— 3802 ready for grade promotion.
3774 (d) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial 3803 7. The district’s specific criteria and policies for a
37175 deficiency in reading, as described in paragraph (a), must be 3804 portfolio as provided in subparagraph (7) (b)4. and the evidence
3776| immediately notified in writing of the following: 3805| required for a student to demonstrate mastery of Florida’s
3777 1. That his or her child has been identified as having a 3806| academic standards for English Language Arts. A school must
3778| substantial deficiency in reading, including a description and 3807 immediately begin collecting evidence for a portfolio when a
3779 explanation, in terms understandable to the parent, of the exact 3808 student in grade 3 is identified as being at risk of retention
3780 nature of the student’s difficulty in learning and lack of 3809 or upon the request of the parent, whichever occurs first.
3781 achievement in reading. 3810 8. The district’s specific criteria and policies for
3782 2. A description of the current services that are provided 3811| midyear promotion. Midyear promotion means promotion of a
3783 to the child. 3812 retained student at any time during the year of retention once
3784 3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions 3813| the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level.
3785| and supports that will be provided to the child that are 3814 9. Information about the student’s eligibility for the New
3786 designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency. 3815| Worlds Reading Initiative under s. 1003.485 and—the N Heortds
3787 4. The student progression requirements under paragraph 3816 SehetarshipA arts—ander—s+—3002-4%F and information on parent
3788 (2) (h) and that if the child’s reading deficiency is not 3817| training modules and other reading engagement resources
3789 remediated by the end of grade 3, the child must be retained 3818 available through the initiative.
3790| unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good 3819
3791 cause. 3820| After initial notification, the school shall apprise the parent
3792 5. Strategies, including multisensory strategies and 3821 at least monthly of the student’s progress in response to the
3793| programming, through a read-at-home plan the parent can use in 3822 intensive interventions and supports. Such communications must
3794| helping his or her child succeed in reading. The read-at-home 3823| be in writing and must explain any additional interventions or
3795| plan must provide access to the resources identified in 3824 supports that will be implemented to accelerate the student’s
3796| paragraph (e). 3825| progress if the interventions and supports already being
3797 6. That the statewide, standardized English Language Arts 3826| implemented have not resulted in improvement. Upon the request
3798 assessment is not the sole determiner of promotion and that 3827 of the parent, the teacher or school administrator shall meet to
3799| additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are 3828| discuss the student’s progress. The parent may request more
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3829| frequent notification of the student’s progress, more frequent 3858| error projected to the overall district or scholarship program.
3830 interventions or supports, and earlier implementation of the 3859 Section 12. Subsection (5) of section 1011.61, Florida
3831 additional interventions or supports described in the initial 3860 Statutes, is amended to read:
3832| notification. 3861 1011.61 Definitions.—Notwithstanding the provisions of s.
3833 Section 11. Section 1010.305, Florida Statutes, is amended 3862 1000.21, the following terms are defined as follows for the
3834| to read: 3863| purposes of the Florida Education Finance Program:
3835 1010.305 Audit of student enrollment.— 3864 (5) The “Florida Education Finance Program” includes all
3836 (1) The Auditor General shall periodically examine the 3865| programs and costs as provided in ss. 1003.03, 1011.62, 1011.68,
3837 records of school districts, eligible nonprofit scholarship- 3866| =ame 1011.685, and 1011.687.
3838 funding organizations as defined in s. 1002.421, and other 3867 Section 13. Paragraph (a) of subsection (15) and
3839 agencies as appropriate, to determine compliance with law and 3868 subsections (16) and (18) of section 1011.62, Florida Statutes,
3840| State Board of Education rules relating to the classification, 3869| are amended to read:
3841 assignment, and verification of full-time equivalent student 3870 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
3842 enrollment and student transportation reported under the Florida 3871 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
3843| Education Finance Program. 3872| district for operation of schools is not determined in the
3844 (2) If it is determined that the approved criteria and 3873 annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
3845| procedures for the placement of students and the conduct of 3874 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
3846| programs have not been followed by the district or eligible 3875| follows:
3847 nonprofit scholarship-funding organization, appropriate 3876 (15) TOTAL ALLOCATION OF STATE FUNDS TO EACH DISTRICT FOR
3848| adjustments in the full-time equivalent student count for that 3877| CURRENT OPERATION.—The total annual state allocation to each
3849| district or eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization 3878| district for current operation for the Florida Education Finance
3850| must be made, and any excess funds must be deducted from 3879| Program shall be distributed periodically in the manner
3851 subsequent allocations of state funds to that district or 3880| prescribed in the General Appropriations Act.
3852| eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization. As provided 3881 (a) If the funds appropriated for current operation of the
3853| for by rule, if errors in a specific program of a district or 3882| Florida Education Finance Programy—ineluding—fundsapprepriated
3854| eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization recur in 3883| pursuant—te——subseetion{38)+ are not sufficient to pay the state
3855| consecutive years due to lack of corrective action by the 3884 requirement in full, the department shall prorate the available
3856 district or eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization, 3885 state funds to each district in the following manner:
3857| adjustments may be made based upon statistical estimates of 3886 1. Determine the percentage of proration by dividing the
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sum of the total amount for current operation, as provided in
this paragraph for all districts collectively, and the total
district required local effort into the sum of the state funds
available for current operation and the total district required
local effort.

2. Multiply the percentage so determined by the sum of the
total amount for current operation as provided in this paragraph
and the required local effort for each individual district.

3. From the product of such multiplication, subtract the
required local effort of each district; and the remainder shall
be the amount of state funds allocated to the district for
current operation. However, no calculation subsequent to the

appropriation shall result in negative state funds for any

district.
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3945 atteecation— 3974 Section 14. Paragraph (1) of subsection (2) of section
3946 18— EDUCATIONAL ENROEEMENT —STARILIZATTON—PROGRAM- 3975 11.45, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
3947 e —Fr dueationat——enretiment stabiliration pregram— 3976 11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports; rules.—
3948| ereated—toprovide suppltemental state funds—as needed—to 3977 (2) DUTIES.—The Auditor General shall:
3949| maintain—th tabidit £—th peration £ publi hoots—in 3978 (1) At least once every 3 years, conduct operational audits
3950 ach hool—district and to protectdistriets; inecluding charter 3979| of the accounts and records of eligible nonprofit scholarship-
3951 hools—fromfinanciat—instability as—a resultt—of <chang i 3980 funding organizations receiving eligible contributions under s.
3952 fyll—+tim suivatent——student—enroliment throughout—th heol 3981 1002.395, including any contracts for services with related
3953| wear- 3982 entities, to determine compliance with the provisions of that
3954 “+y—TFheTegistature shallannvally aopropriate funds—in—the 3983 section. Such audits shall include, but not be limited to, a
3955 reralApprepriation t—+to—the Departmentof Kducation for 3984 determination of the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
3956| <+£hispreograminan amount o ary—to—maintain—a prejeeted 3985| organization’s compliance with s. 1002.395(6) (i) s=
3957 mipTmum—batan £ $250 million atthe beginning of the upcoming 3986| +6062-395(6)+)>. The Auditor General shall provide its report on
3958 fiseatl—year—The Department—of Eduecation shallt— funds—a 3987 the results of the audits to the Governor, the President of the
3959| apprepriated—E rsure—that—based—on—ecach reecatevlation—of—th 3988 Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Chief
3960 FleoridaEdueation Finan Programpursuant—teoparagraph )~ 3989 Financial Officer, and the Legislative Auditing Committee,
3961 = hool—distriet! s fundsper unweighted full—tim qaivalent 3990| within 30 days of completion of the audit.
3962| student—are not—tess—thanthe greaterof either the sehoot 3991
3963 distriet!sfundsperunweightedfull—tim quivatent——student— 3992 The Auditor General shall perform his or her duties
3964| apprepricted—in—the Ceneral PppropriatieonsFfet—or—+th heot 3993| independently but under the general policies established by the
3965| distriet!lsfundsperunweightedfull—time ecguivatent—student—as 3994| Legislative Auditing Committee. This subsection does not limit
3966| =xreealeulatedbasedupon—ther ipt—of—th rtified taxabl 3995| the Auditor General’s discretionary authority to conduct other
3967 ate—for hoot—purp BHrsthant—t 041 4 — 3996| audits or engagements of governmental entities as authorized in
3968 “+e—Netwithstandings+—216-301 and pursvant—teo—s+—216-351+ 3997 subsection (3).
3969 the—unexpendedPbalan £ funds—appropriated pursuant—teo—thi 3998 Section 15. Paragraph (c) of subsection (7) of section
3970| -subseetion—which is neot—dishbursed by June 30 -of the fisealyear 3999| 212.099, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
3971 A A : it i i 4000 212.099 Credit for contributions to eligible nonprofit
3972 up—Eeo—10 ars—after—th ffeetd dat £—th riginal 4001 scholarship-funding organizations.—
3973| <opprepriatien— 4002 (7)
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(c) The organization may, subject to the limitations of s.

1002.395(6) (i) 1. —+002-395+(6))+~, use eligible contributions

received during the state fiscal year in which such
contributions are collected for administrative expenses.

Section 16. Paragraph (b) of subsection (6) of section
1002.45, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.45 Virtual instruction programs.—

(6) VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM AND VIRTUAL CHARTER SCHOOL
FUNDING.—

(b) Students enrolled in a virtual instruction program
shall be funded in the Florida Education Finance Program as
provided in the General Appropriations Act. The calculation to
determine the amount of funds for each student through the
Florida Education Finance Program shall include the sum of the
basic amount for current operations established in s.
1011.62(1) (s) and all categorical programs except for the
categorical programs established in ss. 1011.62(7) andy+ (12),
aned—+6)+ 1011.68, and 1011.685. Students residing outside of
the school district reporting the full-time equivalent virtual
student shall be funded from state funds only.

Section 17. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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Gray, Heather

From: Gray, Heather

Sent: Monday, March 24, 2025 12:05 PM

To: Gray, Heather

Subject: Step Up for Students 24-25 Application Numbers

Benjamin Palazesi

The Florida Senate Committees on

Education Pre-K - 12 and Education Postsecondary
415 Knott Building

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

Phone: (850) 487-5403

E-mail: Palazesi.Ben@flsenate.gov

From: Alexis Laroe <alarce@sufs.org>

Sent: Friday, March 21, 2025 1:27 PM

To: Palazesi, Ben <PALAZESI.BEN @flsenate.gov>

Subject: RE: Step Up for Students 24-25 Application Numbers

| have a ticket submitted for the Hope information. Funded information is below.

24-25 Funded

Funded

FTC FES-EO PEP UA Total Students

54,356 265,522 58,943 115,417 494,238




Gray, Heather

From: Elwell, Tim

Sent: Monday, February 10, 2025 1:28 PM

To: Bouck, Matthew; Palazesi, Ben; Fountain, Amanda; Grace, Jessica; Gray, Heather;
Underhill, Brian; Washington, Karl

Subject: FW: New Worlds

From: Alexis Laroe <alaroe@sufs.org>

Sent: Monday, February 10, 2025 12:52 PM

To: Elwell, Tim <Tim.Elwell@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US>
Subject: New Worlds

Please see below.

NEW WORLDS SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNTS
e 24-25 Total Funded Dollar Value: $29,287,200
e 24-25 Spending Categories: Awaiting Data
e 23-24 Spending Categories:

o 9,347 students: Instructional Materials- Curriculum/Course (learning software programs like Tune into
Reading and Readability that students can complete at their own pace. There are math ones available
too)

o 3,485 students: Part-time Tutoring

o 355 students: After school/summer programs

s 23-24 Funded Students Count: 31,764

o 2,045 students spent all funds

o 9,451 students spent partial funds

o 20,268 students didn’t spend in 23-24

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The communication, including attachments, is confidential, may contain
legally privileged information, and is intended for the sole benefit of the addressee. If the reader is not the
intended recipient of this communication, any use, duplication, dissemination, distribution, or copying
of this communication is prohibited. If you received this communication in error, please reply to the
sender notifying the sender of this error and delete or destroy this communication immediately.
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District Office

1380 Sarno Road
Suite C

Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 409-2025

District Aide
Nancy Bernier
Bernier.Nancy@flsenate.gov

Legislative Aide
Tommy Unger
Unger.Thomas@flsenate.gov

March 25, 2025

Tallahassee Office:

302 SOB

404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 487-5019
Fine.Randy@flsenate.gov

Legislative Aide

Randy Fine Anna Budko

. Budko.Anna@flsenate.gov
Florida Senate
Senator, District 19

The Honorable Danny Burgess
Chairman of Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education,

201 The Capitol

404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

Dear Chairman Burgess,

I respectfully request an excused absence from the Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education
meeting on March 26th, 2025.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.

CC.

Staff Director Tim Elwell
Committee Administrative Assistant Amanda Fountain

Sincerely,

P

Randy Fine

)

L

.1-"‘\“_,_“‘|I

State Senator, District 19

Governmental Oversight and Accountability, Chair
Community Affairs, Vice Chair
Joint Select Committee on Collective Bargaining, Alternating Chair
Appropriations -- Regulated Industries
Appropriations Committee on Agriculture, Environment, and General Government
Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education -- Education Postsecondary
Brevard County Delegation
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:01:42 PM Sen. Burgess (Chair)
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