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Derelict Vessels
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What 1s a Derelict Vessel (DV)?

s. 823.11, Florida Statues,
defines a derelict vessel as:

A vessel that is left, stored or
abandoned in a...

0o Wrecked,

O Junked, or

O Substantially Dismantled
condition



Wrecked

Wreckage from a boating
accident or marine
casualty

Grounded in such a way
that the vessel cannot
extricate itself without
assistance




Junked

e Stripped for parts or
scrap

e Discarded as useless or
worthless




Substantially Dismantled

e Dismantled to a
considerable degree

e The condition has
become the
characteristic nature
of the object




DV Process

o Starts with detection/reporting of DVs

DV Investigation Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP)

e Authorization to remove
e DV Grant Program
Restitution




DV Process

. Can be investigated by FWC or local law
enforcement agencies

. Derelict Vessels are reported to dispatch or
discovered by an officer on patrol

. Officer initiates DV Investigation

(0
(0
(0

Vessel is determined to either be DV or At-Risk
If derelict, the investigation continues

If At-Risk, a citation/warning is issued to address
vessel condition

Investigations must be completed within 45 days




DV Process

e DVinvestigations are conducted
utilizing the FWC Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) for DV Investigation:

o Diligent search for the owner
Notification of Rights
Posting of the vessel

21-day hold period
Authorization to remove

O
O
O
O



Collaborative Tools

e Derelict Vessel Database
O Law Enforcement Partners
O Derelict Vessel program managers

O Administrative Hearings

e Qutreach to County and Municipal
Governments =




DV Removal

Once the DV is approved for
removal, removal options

include:
O Use local funds
O Apply for DV removal grant
o FWC may also remove starting s

FY 20/21




Current DV Grant Process

e QOpen, first come first serve application period

 Grant applications received are vetted e r——
and awarded

e Removal contract drafted

 (Contract executed

e Removal work is done by local government
e Removals confirmed

 Funds reimbursed to grantee

b Pearson north 0f 520 A < |




DV Grant Process

Recent Grant Program Changes:

New rule changes, effective
November 29t 2019:

 [ncorporated an open application
period

e /Zero percent applicant match

e Stronger proof of commitment to
seek legal action




Rapid Removal Process

. No application window
e Use of Purchase Order to expedite funding
. Granted on an individual basis

DVs with an urgent need of removal:

. Imminent danger to the public or
environment

. Imminent threat of sinking or breaking apart
where removal cost will otherwise be
increased exponentially

. e.g. Large 80 foot derelict vessel m/v
Caroline C. taking on water




After Removal

e Demand for repayment letter

e Suspension of the privilege to
register a vehicle or vessel in the
state of Florida




Preventive Measures
At-risk vessel law, s. 327.4107, F.S.

Provides b5 tools for enforcement:

1. The vessel is taking on or has taken on water without
an effective means to dewater.

Spaces on the vessel open to the elements

The vessel has broken loose or is in danger of breaking
loose from its anchor.

Grounded vessels/listing/sunk or partially sunk

The vessel does not have an effective means of
propulsion for safe navigation s

o~ Wb




Questions?

Major Robert Rowe

FWC Division of Law Enforcement
Boating and Waterways
620 S. Meridian St.
Tallahassee FL 32399-1600
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