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2022 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    AGRICULTURE 

 Senator Rouson, Chair 

 Senator Bradley, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, October 20, 2021 

TIME: 10:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 
PLACE: Toni Jennings Committee Room, 110 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Rouson, Chair; Senator Bradley, Vice Chair; Senators Ausley, Boyd, Burgess, Perry, Polsky, 
Rodriguez, and Thurston 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
Presentation on the Key Accomplishments in Fighting Citrus Greening by the University of 
Florida/IFAS 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
2 
 

 
Discussion of Challenges Facing Florida Farmers 
 
 

 
Temporarily Postponed 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
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Predicted Spring 2020





New water and nutrient guidelines
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•
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Use of Gibberellic Acid (GA) Treatments 
to Improve Health and Yield of HLB 

Diseased Trees

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•



Valencia Orange Field Study (2016-2021)

GA-treated trees maintained dense tree canopies

Untreated GA



Trees treated with multiple GA applications 
produced more fruit

pounds/tree

Control 176 

GA 228 

Boxes per acre 

Control 293

GA 380

4 year average 

Valencia Orange Field Study (2016-2021)

87 box/acre 
increase



Economic benefit of GA

2018 2019 2020 2021

Profit per acre based on 

average yield (across all plots)
$1030 $1712 $457 $1123

Valencia Orange Field Study (2016-2021)

GA applications increased average 
annual PROFIT by $1,080 / A 



UF/IFAS has released 20 new superior quality 
sweet orange varieties for the OJ processing 
market







Harvest window Sept-Dec



Far superior to ‘Cutie/Halo’ 

varieties from California
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Canker-resistant grapefruit plants were 
developed using CRISPR gene editing 
techniques 

Wild type                  

#Pum1 

-1A (x20)

#Pum6

+T (x11)

-AA (x9)

3’ 5’

Xanthomonas citri
B

A

Xanthomonas citri Xanthomonas citri



Eight promising HLB susceptibility/resistance 

genes are now being edited in the genome of 

commercial citrus varieties. 
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2020





CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 110 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Agriculture Committee Judge:  
 
Started: 10/20/2021 10:00:34 AM 
Ends: 10/20/2021 10:36:21 AM Length: 00:35:48 
 
10:00:33 AM Call to order 
10:01:04 AM Chair Rouson opening remarks 
10:01:10 AM Tab 2 is postponed 
10:01:58 AM The gavel is passed to Vice Chair Bradley 
10:02:37 AM Presentation by IFAS on Citrus Greening 
10:02:48 AM Dr. Michael Rogers is recognized 
10:03:31 AM Highlights of accomplishments over the last two years 
10:04:59 AM Discussion of short-term solutions 
10:06:58 AM How to feed and water trees to combat the disease 
10:08:19 AM Another solution IFAS put together a Citrus Nutrition Box Program for growers 
10:11:12 AM Another area of study and solution is Gibberellic Acid 
10:13:20 AM GA applications increased profit by 1,088 per acre 
10:14:50 AM IFAS is also looking at different varieties of oranges for the juice market 
10:17:17 AM Another short-term solution is growing the trees under a protective screen (CUPS) 
10:18:48 AM Highlights of new varieties recently released by IFAS 
10:20:30 AM Coming soon...Gator Bites variety will be released soon and is sweet 
10:21:35 AM Highlights of Long term solutions 
10:25:59 AM Closing comments by Dr. Rogers 
10:26:23 AM Chair comments 
10:26:31 AM Senator Boyd for a question 
10:27:16 AM Senator Perry for a question 
10:27:53 AM Dr. Rogers for a response 
10:29:24 AM Senator Burgess for a question 
10:29:58 AM Dr. Rogers for a response 
10:30:58 AM Senator Thurston for a question 
10:32:54 AM Follow up question 
10:33:31 AM Chair Bradley for a question 
10:35:32 AM Thank you for your presentation 
10:35:55 AM Senator Burgess moves we adjourn 
10:36:04 AM Without Objection we are adjourned 
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Meet ng Date

Senate Agriculture

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver  oth copi s of this form to

Senate  rofessional s aff conducting the  eeting

UF/IFAS
Bill Nu  er or To ic
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