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The Florida Office of Broadband
Overview

Benjamin Melnick
Deputy Secretary, Division of Community Development

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development
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FLORIDA OFFICE OF BROADBAND

Established: HB 969 Broadband Internet Service was signed by Governor DeSantis on June 6, 2020, and
went into effect on July 1, 2020.

Statutory Authority: Sections 288.9961, 288.9962, and 288.9963, Florida Statutes.

Budget: Currently, the Florida Office of Broadband operates using existing staff/resources.

The Office of Broadband received a nonrecurring appropriation of $1.5 million from the state’s
General Revenue Fund for State Fiscal Year 2021-2022 to develop a broadband availability map.

The Governor’s FY 2022-2023 Freedom First Budget includes:
e 1FTE, S84,000

e S35,862 Expenses
e $200,000 Contracted Services to update and maintain the Geographic Information System mapping

of statewide broadband Internet availability as required by Chapter 2021-24, Laws of Florida.
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BROADBAND AVAILABILITY MAP DIRECTIVE

Established: HB 1239 Broadband Internet Infrastructure was signed by Governor DeSantis on
May 7, 2021, and went into effect on July 1, 2021. The state’s Broadband Availability Map must
be complete by June 30, 2022.

Section 288.9961, Florida Statutes, directs the Office of Broadband to develop a map of broadband
internet service availability throughout this state that identifies:

e Where broadband-capable networks exist;
e Where service is available to end users;

e @Gaps in rural areas; and

e Download and upload speeds.
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BROADBAND AVAILABILITY MAP DEVELOPMENT

Current Status

The first phase of Florida’s Broadband Availability Map was initiated in December 2021 when it
was made publicly available on the DEO Office of Broadband website.

Crowdsourcing

The second phase involves crowdsourcing. Crowdsourcing is the process to empower individuals
to participate and upload the data they have created. This will mobilize every Floridian and
provide them with the opportunity to engage and provide input to the state about their internet
service access and availability.
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BROADBAND AVAILABILITY MAP AND SPEED TEST

FloridaJobs.org/Broadb

About Us

in grant funding opportu

Florida's Broadband Availability Map and Internet Speed Test

ity (DEQ) ha oped Flonda's Broadband Availabikt
As part of DEC orts o encourage public particip: on and ensure a high leve y, the Flonda B A 3 Viap will be

ntinwg ipdated on this webpage, Please nole th e map 5 not co f ed as more data 15 added and changes in broadband

View the Map

Take the Speed Test
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OFFICE OF BROADBAND OUTREACH INITIATIVES

Website
Resource for outreach initiatives; local technology planning teams; technical assistance; and
updates, including state and federal funding opportunities.

Social Media
Highlights Broadband Technologies and Best Practices to promote digital adoption and literacy.

Survey
Statewide survey to access the availability of Broadband Internet in Florida. More than
2,700 individuals responded.

Workshops and Presentations

The Department partnered with regional planning councils to host and facilitate the Florida
Broadband Virtual Workshops. The Department presented, providing technical assistance and
information, to multiple stakeholders throughout the state this year.
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LOCAL TECHNOLOGY PLANNING TEAMS

Section 288.9961, Florida Statutes, directs the Office of Broadband to build and facilitate Local
Technology Planning Teams, which shall work with communities to:

e Understand their current broadband availability;

 Locate unserved and underserved businesses and residents;

e |dentify assets relevant to broadband deployment;

e Build partnerships with broadband service providers; and

e |dentify opportunities to leverage assets and reduce barriers to the deployment of broadband
Internet services in the community.

*The teams or partnerships must be proactive in fiscally constrained counties with identifying grant opportunities and applying for
federal grants for broadband internet service.
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LOCAL TECHNOLOGY PLANNING TEAMS

Assemble a
Team

Engage Local
Providers

Consider
Digital Inclusion

Develop & Execute
Solutions
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Harness the
Data
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Facilitating Agency
Department of Economic Opportunity

Implementation Level
County, Region, or DEO Approved Partnerships

Authorized Establishing Parties
County Administrator, County Manager, or a
Designee

Number of Members
At least one representative from each industry
sector listed in section 288.9961, Florida Statutes

Direct Contact and Technical Assistance
Florida Office of Broadband



STRATEGIC PLAN FOR BROADBAND

Overview: DEQO’s Office of Broadband is required to create a strategic plan to increase the use of
broadband internet service in Florida, per Section 288.9961, F.S. The plan must include a process to review
and verify public input on the broadband internet transmission speeds and availability, federal broadband
activities, and funding sources.

The Department received a U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration State
Planning Grant for $1 million. The Department has partnered with the University of Florida to fund a
study and create the Florida Strategic Plan for Broadband.

The Florida Strategic Plan for Broadband is due to the Governor, Florida Senate President, and the Speaker
of the Florida House of Representatives by June 30, 2022.
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FEDERAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR BROADBAND

Capital Projects Fund

The Capital Projects Fund (CPF) was established in the American Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021. ARPA
appropriated $10 billion to provide payments to states to “carry out capital improvement projects”. Florida was
allocated $366,036,869. The CPF funding was included in the Governor’s FY 2022-2023 Freedom First Budget.

Period of Performance: All funds must be expended by December 31, 2026.

For a Capital Project to be eligible to utilize Capital Projects Fund grant funds, it must meet all of the following
criteria:

1. The Capital Project invests in capital assets designed to directly enable work, education, and health
monitoring.

2. The Capital Project is designed to address a critical need that resulted from, was made apparent, or
exacerbated by the pandemic.

3. The Capital Project is designed to address a critical need of the community to be served by it.
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Thank You

If you have questions about this presentation or need to
discuss a future project, please contact our office.

Benjamin Melnick, Deputy Secretary

Division of Community Development

Phone: 850-717-8477

Email: Benjamin. Melnick@deo.myflorida.com

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT « ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
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FREEDOM FIRST BUDGET
vex=n

FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023
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Total Budget
$99.7 BiIIion Transportation

and Economic

Public Safety, Development,
$5,908.2,5.9% $13,047.1,13.1%

Administered

0.1%

Executive Office of

the Governor and General Environment,

Legislative Branch, Government, $4,474.9, 4.5%
$257.2,0.3% $2,291.2,2.3%

Freedom First Budget

Funds, $122.3,

General Revenue
$37 BI l l lon Transportation

Public Safety, and Economic
$4,968.8,13.4% Development,

$301.4,0.8% Administered
Funds, $64.6, 0.2%

Executive Office of
the Governor and
Legislative Branch,

$247.5,0.7% General Environment,

Government, $225.9,0.6%
$377.0,1.0%

* Health and Human Services represents the largest portion of the total budget
* Education represents the largest portion of the General Revenue budget
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Governor’s Office of Policy and Budget
Transportation and Economic
Development

Department of Economic Opportunity

Department of Transportation

DE ' , Division of Emergency Management
Department of State

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY Department of Highway Safety and Motor

Vehicles
Department of Military Affairs

DEPARTMENT OF

LITARY AFFAIRS

FDOT) FLHSMV

FLORIDA HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES

|

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 0] STATE
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Transportation and Economic Development
Total Budget - $13.2 Billion

Executive Office of the
Governor
37,821,382
0.3%

Division of Emergency Management
789,755,293

D t tof T
epartment of Tran 6.0%

10,443,366,
79.3%
Department of Economic Opportunity
1,164,779,540

8.8%

Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles
515,468,080

3.9%

Department o Department of Military Affairs

State 79,104,207
133,851,901 0.6%
1.0%
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Fiscal Year 2022-23

Agency General Revenue All Funds Positions
DOT $0.00 $10.4 Billion 6,175
EOG/DEM $184.5 Million $827.6 Million 541
DEO $65 Million $1.16 Billion 1,518
DOS $83 Million $134 Million 467
HSMV $0.00 $515 Million 4,338
DMA $35.6 Million $79 Million 462
TOTALS $368.5 Million $13.2 Billion 13,501
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Governor’s Recommended Pay Issues
Transportation and Economic Development Agencies

Pay Issue Amount

State Law Enforcement Officers $30.2 million

Agency Employee Pay Increases $28.8 million

Total Transportation and Economic
Development $59 million
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Department of Economic Opportunity

$1.16 Billion

 verbweshnded | Ao
Affordable Housing Programs $355.5 Million

Florida Job Growth Grant Fund $100 Million
Payments to Pandemic First Responders $220 Million

Bonus Payments to Law Enforcement Officers $25 Million

Rural Infrastructure Fund $105 Million
Employment Eligibility Verification — 8 Positions $1.2 Million
Reemployment Assistance Program $30 Million
Workforce Information System $100 Million
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Department of Transportation
$10.4 Billion

Transportation Work Program $9.27 Billion
» Highway Construction to include 138 new lane miles $3.6 Billion
» Resurfacing to include 2,637 lane miles $1.2 Billion
» Scheduled Repair and Replacement of Bridges $185.5 Million
> Aviation Improvements $297.2 Million
» Investment in Rail/Transit Projects $597.7 Million
» Seaport Infrastructure Improvements $117.3 Million
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Division of Emergency Management

S790 Million

T Majorissues Funded | Amount
Federally Declared Disaster $664 Million
> State Match in General Revenue $104 Million
Emergency Storage Facilities $92.60 Million
» Acquire Storage Facilities $75 Million
» Temporary Warehouse Spacing Needs for Commodity $10.5 Million

Storage
» Operational Costs and Staffing — 12 Positions $7.1 Million
Enhance Division Effectiveness, Sustainability and Capacity — $19.8 Million
41 Positions

-
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Department of State
S134 Million

Supporting Election Integrity $26.7 Million
» Office of Election Crimes and Security — 52 Positions $5.7 Million
» Election Cybersecurity Initiatives $8.0 Million
» Florida Voter Registration Hardware $10.0 Million
» \Voter Registration Activities $1.0 Million
» Campaign Finance System $2.0 Million
State Aid to Libraries / Library Resources $23.8 Million
Historic Preservation / Cultural and Museum Grants $6.6 Million

-
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Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles

S515 Million

I
Motorist Modernization Project — Phase Il $10 Million
Application Cloud Environment $4.9 Million

Florida Highway Patrol — Electrical Weapon (Taser) Replacement $3.8 Million
Equipment

State to State (S2S) Verification Services $1.6 Million
Maintenance and Repairs - Statewide $1.0 Million
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Department of Military Affairs
S79 Million

New and Expanding Readiness Centers $87.5 Million
Existing Readiness Centers Repair and Maintenance $8.9 Million
Counter Drug Program Headquarter Facility $2.2 Million
Increase in National Guard Tuition Assistance $2.0 Million
Aging Equipment Replacement $537,000

Establishment of the Florida State Guard — 9 Positions $5.4 Million
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OFFICE OF POLICY AND BUDGET

Stu Pollins
Deputy Policy Coordinator, Transportation and
Economic Development Unit
Executive Office of the Governor

717-9513
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THE FLORIDA
SENATE COMMITTEES:

Appropriations Subcommittee on

. Transportation,

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 Tourism, and Economic Development,
Chair
Appropriations
Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal
and Civil Justice

Criminal Justice
Ethics and Elections
Transportation

SENATOR GEORGE B. GAINER
2nd District

January 7, 2022

Dear Chair Stargel,

I am respectfully requesting a formal excusal for the upcoming Appropriations meetings on
January 12" and January 20th. | regret that | will be unable to attend, as | am taking measured
steps for an upcoming surgery.

If there are any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call my office at (850) 487-5002.

Thank you,

Senator George Gainer
District 2

REPLY TO:
0 840 West 11th Street, Panama City, Florida 32401 (850) 747-5454

O Northwest Florida State College, 100 East College Boulevard, Building 330, Rooms 105 and 112, Niceville,
Florida 32578 (850) 747-5454

0 408 Senate Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 (850) 487-5002
Senate’s Website: www.flsenate.gov

WILTON SIMPSON AARON BEAN
President of the Senate President Pro Tempore



THE FLORIDA SENATE

COMMITTEES:

Finance and Tax, Vice Chair

Appropriations Subcommittee on Education

Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,
Tourism, and Economic Development

Community Affairs

Heaith Policy

Military and Veterans Affairs, Space,

SENATOR JANET CRUZ and Domestic Security

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100

JOINT COMMITTEE:
Joint Legislative Auditing Committee

18th District

January 11, 2022

The Honorable George Gainer, Chair
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development

201 The Capitol
404 South Monroe Street,
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400

Dear Chair Gainer,
I respectfully request an excused absence from the Appropriations Subcommittee-on

Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development meeting scheduled for January 12, 2022.
My mother is currently in the hospital and I will not be able to attend the scheduled committee

meeting.

Please let me know if I may be of any further assistance with this request.

Respectfully,

U

Senator Janet Cruz
District 18
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3:20:47 PM K. Thibault

3:21:03 PM Sen. Gibson

3:21:30 PM K. Thibault

3:21:35 PM Sen. Ausley

3:21:54 PM K. Thibault

3:22:07 PM Sen. Ausley

3:22:14 PM K. Thibault

3:22:31 PM S. Pollins

3:22:48 PM Kevin Guthrie, Director, Division of Emergency Management
3:29:47 PM S. Pollins

3:29:59 PM Laurel Lee, Secretary, Dept. of State

3:39:05 PM Sen. Taddeo



3:39:30 PM
3:40:52 PM
3:41:12 PM
3:42:05 PM
3:42:44 PM
3:44:00 PM
3:44:54 PM
3:47:33 PM
3:47:36 PM
3:48:54 PM
3:48:57 PM
3:50:12 PM
3:53:35 PM
3:54:37 PM
3:55:31 PM
3:57:06 PM

L. Lee

Sen. Taddeo
L. Lee

Sen. Taddeo
L. Lee

Sen. Taddeo
L. Lee

Sen. Gibson
Sen. Gibson
Hooper

L. Lee

S. Pollins

Major General James Eifert, Adjutant General, Dept. of Military Affairs

Sen. Gibson
Gen. Eifert

S. Pollins, DHSMV
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