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The standards are student-centered expectations from which all curriculum, instruction and assessments are 
based. The state board of education adopts and approves all standards. The standards are what the state 
has revised to create the B.E.S.T Standards.

WHAT ARE THE STANDARDS? 
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HISTORY OF STATEWIDE STUDENT STANDARDS IN FLORIDA
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GOALS
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OUTREACH
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Eliminated Common Core

Content-Rich

Back-to-basics building a foundation at early grades

Understandable for teachers, parents and students

Created by Florida experts including 80+ FL-based teacher & stakeholder groups

Flexibility for teachers with a focus on great content

Improves rigor across all grades

Developmentally appropriate course content

Actionable solutions for the reduction of testing

Concise standards to set clear expectations for students, teachers and parents

Clear expectations for progression year to year through great course alignment

First in nation with civics booklist in ELA standards

KEY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FLORIDA STANDARDS 
AND ELA & MATH B.E.S.T. STANDARDS
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS IN FLORIDA’S NEW AND UPDATED  HOLOCAUST, 
CIVICS, CHARACTER EDUCATION, SUBSTANCE USE & ABUSE, 

AND ACCESS POINTS STANDARDS

Developmentally Appropriate

Content-Rich

Historically Accurate

Created by Florida experts for Florida classrooms

Prepares Florida students to be civic minded adults

Provides standards for required instruction

Provides clarity on educational access for students with severe cognitive disabilities

Develops deeper sense of civic pride and regular participation in all levels of government

Clear and concise language

Contributes to an informed and well-rounded citizenry
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B.E.S.T. ELA 

PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT

July-Sept. 2020: B.E.S.T. ELA Standards Institutes

April & May 2020: Regional Literacy Institutes (5) for PreK 
– Grade 2

June 2021: Summer Literacy Institute for PreK – Grade 5

Oct. 2021: Regional Literacy Institutes (3) for Grades 6 – 12

June 2022: Summer Literacy Institute for PreK – Grade 12

Ongoing: State Regional Literacy Directors (SRLDs): Initial, 
Ongoing and Differentiated Training and Support

Ongoing: Monthly Webinars with K-12 Reading Contacts
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B.E.S.T. MATH 

PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT

Fall 2020-Spring 2021: Sessions 
with teacher experts to develop 
training materials for summer 
2021

June 2021: Training session with 
facilitators to continue to build 
state capacity

July 2021: Three regional 
trainings of district leads serving 
approximately 1,000 school and 
district personnel
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ACCOUNTABILITY
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES IN EVALUATING ASSESSMENT RESULTS

2019-2020 & 2020-2021 ASSESSMENTS

 Urgently support Florida’s schools to assess every 
child's learning gains and learning losses; achieving 94% 
of students tested, after (1) year without statewide 
standardized assessments to provide an accurate reflection 
of student mastery of grade level standards.

 Provide all necessary state and federal resources to 
prepare our schools and programs to stay open safely and 
mitigate COVID-related learning loss.

 Expand access to progress monitoring tools to all 
districts in 2020, FDOE contracted to create a screening 
and progress monitoring assessment for voluntary use by 
LEAs and charter networks. More than 35 districts are using 
this tool.

2021-22 ONGOING SUPPORT

 Extend LEAs and charters continued 
support to utilize progress monitoring to 
identify in real-time student learning 
deficiencies and provide that actionable data 
to teachers, parents, districts, and FDOE.

Strategically leverage state and federal 
funding to provide targeting interventions, 
supplemental supports, and high-impact 
programs to eliminate both pandemic related 
and historic achievement gaps.
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STATEWIDE, 

STANDARDIZED 

ASSESSMENTS

S. 1008.22, F.S.

English Language Arts

 Grades 3-10 Florida Standards Assessment (FSA)

Mathematics

 Grades 3-8 FSA

Algebra 1 & Geometry End-of-Course (EOCs)

Science

Grades 5 & 8 Statewide Science Assessment

Biology 1 EOC

Social Studies

Civics & U.S. History EOCs

Current 

Assessments
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2021 STATE 

ASSESSMENT 

RESULTS KEY 

FINDINGS

Districts with higher rates of in-person instruction 

performed better than districts with higher rates of 

innovative instruction, on average.

Overall performance decreased across all four core 

subjects and student subgroups, especially in 

mathematics, compared to 2019.

Student Subgroups:

African American

Hispanic

White

Students with Disabilities

English Language Learners

Economically Disadvantaged

Nearly 94% of Florida’s 

students successfully 

participated in the Spring 

statewide assessments
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MATHEMATICS 

GRADES 3-8 

(FSA & EOCS): 

AVERAGE CHANGE 

OF STUDENTS

INSTRUCTED 

IN-PERSON
% Instructed In-Person Average Change Number of Districts

75% or Fewer Instructed In-Person -12% 19

76%-89% Instructed In-Person -8% 26

90% or More Instructed In-Person -6% 26

On all Mathematics assessments in grades 

3 through 8, districts with higher rates of in-

person instruction, on average, had lower rates 

of declines in performance between 2019 and 

2021.
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MATHEMATICS 

GRADES 3-8

(FSA & EOCS): 

OVERALL 

PERFORMANCE
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MATHEMATICS: OVERALL PERFORMANCE

ALGEBRA 1 EOC GEOMETRY EOC
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Subgroup

% Level 3 and Above

2019 2021
% Point 
Change

African American 43% 30% -13%

Hispanic 58% 46% -12%

White 72% 65% -7%

Students with Disabilities 31% 24% -7%

English Language Learners 34% 23% -11%

Economically Disadvantaged 51% 39% -12%

MATHEMATICS 

GRADES 3-8

(FSA & EOCS): 

SUBGROUP

PERFORMANCE
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ELA GRADES 

3-10 OVERALL 

PERFORMANCE

52% 52% 53% 54% 55% 
52% 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Achievement Level 3 and Above

Measure Change from 2019

% Achievement Level 3 and Above -3%

20



Subgroup

% Level 3 and Above

2019 2021 % Point Change

African American 38% 34% -4%

Hispanic 52% 48% -4%

White 67% 63% -4%

Students with Disabilities 22% 20% -2%

English Language Learners 17% 15% -2%

Economically Disadvantaged 45% 41% -4%

ELA GRADES 

3-10 SUBGROUP 

PERFORMANCE
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SCIENCE : OVERALL PERFORMANCE

GRADE 5 GRADE 8
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Subgroup

% Level 3 and Above

2019 2021
% Point 
Change

Grade 5 Science

African-American 33% 26% -7%

Hispanic 48% 41% -7%

White 67% 62% -5%

Students with Disabilities 24% 21% -3%

English Language Learners 15% 13% -2%

Economically Disadvantaged 43% 36% -7%

Grade 8 Science

African-American 31% 28% -3%

Hispanic 46% 43% -3%

White 64% 61% -3%

Students with Disabilities 18% 17% -1%

English Language Learners 10% 9% -1%

Economically Disadvantaged 39% 36% -3%

SCIENCE

GRADES 5 & 8

(EOCS):

SUBGROUP

PERFORMANCE
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SOCIAL STUDIES: OVERALL PERFORMANCE

CIVICS EOC U.S. HISTORY EOC
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Subgroup

% Level 3 and Above

2019 2021 % Point Change

Civics EOC

African-American 58% 48% -10%

Hispanic 67% 60% -7%

White 80% 76% -4%

Students with Disabilities 41% 34% -7%

English Language Learners 33% 27% -6%

Economically Disadvantaged 63% 54% -9%

U.S. History EOC

African-American 53% 46% -7%

Hispanic 66% 58% -8%

White 80% 76% -4%

Students with Disabilities 41% 35% -6%

English Language Learners 24% 20% -4%

Economically Disadvantaged 60% 53% -7%

SOCIAL STUDIES: SUBGROUP PERFORMANCE
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2021 SCHOOL AND DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY RESULTS

SCHOOL GRADES

A total of 630 school grades (20% of all 
eligible schools) were released based on opt-in 
requests.

 324 earned “A” grades

 125 earned “B” grades

 181 earned “C” grades

54 deficient and failing schools improved to 
a “C” or higher.

3 schools improved to an “A” 

4 schools improved to a “B”

47 schools improved to a “C”

SCHOOL DISTRICT GRADES

11 school districts opted in for their 

district grades.

 7 earned “A” grades (Collier, Gilchrist, 

Lafayette, Nassau, St. Johns, Sarasota 

and Walton)

 4 earned “B” grades (Charlotte, Lake, St. 

Lucie and Suwannee)

26



FLORIDA'S ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT THINKING (F. A. S. T.)
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PROPOSED PLAN:

FLORIDA’S ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT THINKING (F.A.S.T.)

Eliminates the FSA.

Utilizes progress monitoring (PM) to empower educators, 

parents, and most importantly students to a level never seen 

before.

Protects Florida’s #1 in the nation school accountability, that has 

lifted Florida to the top 3 in the nation and has done more to 

protect low income families, African American and Hispanic 

students, and children with unique abilities.
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F.A.S.T. TIMELINE

Require FSA

Voluntary variety of PMs

Last accountability pre-transition

2021–2022

Eliminate FSA

Utilizes a Unified PM

Pause Accountability

New baseline for accountability

2022–2023

Utilizes a Unified PM

Establish new cut scores

Return to accountability

2023–2024
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MITIGATING LEARNING LOSS
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WHAT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED SINCE SPRING 2020

 Florida led the nation in reopening schools (Emergency Order 2020-06 & Emergency order 

2020-07)

 Prioritized progress monitoring to inform student supports and interventions

 Up to 94% statewide student participation in state assessments in Spring 2021

 Provided teachers and principals with $1,000 disaster relief payments

 Increased funding for supporting mental health supports and student services

 Implementing transformative legislation that doubles down on VPK through Grade 3 reading 

initiatives, reimagines workforce education, and prioritizes funding that ensures Floridians can 

obtain high-quality, in-demand credentials for long-term success

 Continue to align investment strategies for CARES, CRRSA, and ARP to support students, 

educators, and Florida's education system
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Three Main Acts:

1. Coronavirus Aid Relief, and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act 

2. Coronavirus Response and Relief 

Supplemental 

Appropriations (CRRSA) Act

3. American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act

Aligning Investment Strategies from CARES, 

CRRSA, and ARP with a Focus on:

1. Ensuring coordinated initiatives from our 

early learning, K-12, and post-secondary 

education systems

2. Urgently attacking achievement gaps 

(ensuring K readiness and grade 3 reading 

proficiency) 

3. Enhancing secondary and post-secondary 

workforce education opportunities

FEDERAL 

EDUCATION 

STABILIZATION 

FUNDS
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COORDINATED 

EARLY 

LEARNING, K-12, 

AND POST-

SECONDARY 

EDUCATION 

SYSTEMS

Progress Monitoring

Early Grade-Level, High-Quality Tutoring Initiative

Student Support Services

Supporting Educators & Principals – Disaster Relief Payments

Civics Literacy Excellence Initiative
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ACHIEVEMENT 

GAPS & 

ENSURING K 

READINESS AND 

GRADE 3 

READING 

PROFICIENCY

Closing Gaps – Summer Enrichment, Afterschool, Extended Learning

Leading Literacy Evidence-Based Professional Development and Data-

Driven Process

Upskill Highly Effective Reading Coaches & Literacy Coach Boot Camps

Closing Achievement Gaps: Instructional Supports & Interventions

Academic Enrichment and Math Supports
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ENHANCING 

SECONDARY AND 

POST-SECONDARY 

WORKFORCE 

EDUCATION 

OPPORTUNITIES

Workforce Education & Career Preparation

ACT / SAT Supports

Get There Faster Scholarships

Open Door Grants

Career Planning Tools
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