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2019 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    FINANCE AND TAX 

 Senator Gainer, Chair 

 Senator Gruters, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, December 12, 2018 

TIME: 3:30—5:00 p.m. 
PLACE: 401 Senate Office Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Gainer, Chair; Senator Gruters, Vice Chair; Senators Baxley, Bracy, Bradley, Pizzo, Powell, 
and Stargel 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
Introductions 
 
 

 
Discussed 
        
 

 
2 
 

 
Overview of Committee Jurisdiction 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
 
 

 
 
 

 



2018-2020 Finance and Tax Committee 

George Gainer, Chair - District 2 

302 SB 

Tallahassee Office: 5002 

District: 40200 

Assistants: Andrea Gainey and  

Kimberly Rodgers 

Joe Gruters, Vice Chair – District 23 

324 SB 

Tallahassee Office: 5023 

District: 42300 

Assistants: Josh Barnhill, Victoria Brill 

and GeeDee Kerr 

Dennis Baxley – District 12  

320 SB 

Tallahassee Office: 5012 

District: 41200 

Assistants: Matthew McClain, Sharon 

Nehring, and Debbie Dennis  

Randolph Bracy – District 11  

213 SB 

Tallahassee Office: 5011 

District: 41100 

Assistants: Aisha Bien-Aime, Charlean 

Gatlin, and Travaris McCurdy 

Rob Bradley – District 5 

414 SB 

Tallahassee Office: 5005 

District: 40500 

Assistants: Taylor Ferguson, Mary 

"M.D." Lee, and Tonya Shays 

Jason W. B. Pizzo – District 38  

224 SB 

Tallahassee Office: 5038 

District: 43800 

Assistants: Maggie Gerson, Linda Kraft 

and Teri Cariota  

Bobby Powell – District 30 

214 SB 

Tallahassee Office: 5030 

District: 43000 

Assistants: Nazbi Chowhury, Marian 

Dozier, and Benjamin Durgan 

Kelli Stargel – District 22 

408 SB 

Tallahassee Office: 5022 

District: 42200 

Assistants: Rachel Barnes and Chad 

Davis 



 

Staff  

Finance and Tax Committee

José A. Diez-Arg�̈�elles, Staff Director 

This is Jose’s ninth year with the Florida Senate.  He also has 17 years of legislative 
experience with the House of Representatives, serving as Staff Director of the Finance 

and Tax committee for over eight years.  He has worked at the Public Service 

Commission, the Department of Insurance, as an Administrative Law Judge and in 

private practice.  He has a B.A. and Law Degree from Florida State University and a 

Masters in Tax Law Degree from Boston University.  He is originally from Cuba and has 

lived in Tallahassee since 1971. 

Robert Babin, Deputy Staff Director
This is Robert’s ninth year with the Florida Senate.  Previously, he worked for the 
Florida Department of Revenue for seven years, serving most recently as the 

Department’s Legislative and Cabinet Services Director.  He has a B.A. from the 

University of West Florida, and a Law Degree and Masters in Tax Law Degree from the 

University of Florida.  He is originally from Pensacola and has lived in Tallahassee since 

2004. 

Ellen Fournier, Chief Legislative Analyst 

Ellen has worked for the Florida Senate in the Finance and Tax area since 1990.  Ellen 

also worked for the Florida Department of Commerce for six years, and was an adjunct 

professor of economics at FAMU in 1984. She served as a visiting professor of 

economics at the U.S. Naval Academy in 1978-79. She has a B.A. from Roanoke College 

and a Masters Degree in Economics from the University of Virginia. She is originally 

from Virginia and has lived in Tallahassee since 1980. 

Steve Gross, Legislative Analyst 

This is Steve’s fifth year with the Florida Senate.  Previously, he worked for Histecon

Associates in Little Rock, Arkansas as a Research Analyst. He has a B.B.A. from the 

University of Central Arkansas and a Masters Degree in Economics from Florida State 

University. He grew up in South Florida and has lived in Tallahassee since 2013. 

Lynn Wells, Administrative Assistant 

This is Lynn’s ninth year with the Florida Senate.  She has a B.S. degree from the 
University of West Florida. 





















































CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 401 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Committee on Finance and Tax Judge:  
 
Started: 12/12/2018 3:32:59 PM 
Ends: 12/12/2018 3:51:24 PM Length: 00:18:26 
 
3:33:06 PM Meeting Called to Order 
3:33:13 PM Roll Call 
3:34:27 PM Member Introductions 
3:39:45 PM Jose Diez-Arguelles, Staff Director, Introduction of Committee Staff 
3:41:50 PM Jose Diez-Arguelles, Staff Director, Overview of Committee's Jurisdiction 
3:51:12 PM Meeting Adjourned 
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