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2023 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    JUDICIARY 

 Senator Yarborough, Chair 

 Senator Burton, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, March 14, 2023 

TIME: 4:00—6:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Yarborough, Chair; Senator Burton, Vice Chair; Senators Albritton, Baxley, Book, Boyd, 
Broxson, DiCeglie, Harrell, Stewart, Thompson, and Trumbull 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
SB 62 

Grall 
(Identical H 6005) 
 

 
Relief of Robert Earl DuBoise by the State of Florida; 
Providing for the relief of Robert Earl DuBoise; 
providing an appropriation to compensate Mr. 
DuBoise for being wrongfully incarcerated for almost 
37 years; prohibiting funds awarded under the act to 
Mr. DuBoise from being used or paid for specified 
attorney or lobbying fees; requiring specific 
reimbursement to the state should a civil award be 
issued subsequent to Mr. DuBoise’s receipt of 
payment under the act, etc. 
 
SM   
JU 03/14/2023 Favorable 
ACJ   
AP   
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 12 Nays 0 
 

 
2 
 

 
SB 264 

Collins 
(Identical H 1355, Compare H 
835, S 924) 
 

 
Interests of Foreign Countries; Prohibiting 
governmental entities from knowingly entering into 
certain contracts; authorizing the Attorney General to 
bring a civil action; providing penalties; requiring 
government entities to require an affidavit from 
applicants before providing any economic incentive; 
prohibiting foreign principals from purchasing 
agricultural land, or interest in such land, and certain 
real property in the state, respectively; authorizing 
foreign principals to continue to own or hold such land 
or property under certain circumstances, etc. 
 
JU 03/14/2023 Fav/CS 
RC   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 12 Nays 0 
 

 
3 
 

 
CS/SB 236 

Banking and Insurance / Hutson 
(Similar CS/CS/H 837, Compare H 
1165) 
 

 
Civil Remedies; Creating a rebuttable presumption 
that a lodestar fee is a sufficient and reasonable 
attorney fee in most civil actions; reducing the statute 
of limitations for negligence actions; providing 
standards for bad faith actions; providing standards 
for the admissibility of evidence to prove the cost of 
damages for medical expenses in certain civil actions; 
providing that a party in a negligence action who is at 
fault by a specified amount may not recover damages 
under a comparative negligence action, etc. 
 
BI 03/07/2023 Fav/CS 
JU 03/14/2023 Fav/1 Amendment 
FP   
 

 
Fav/1 Amendment (209768) 
        Yeas 8 Nays 4 
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THE FLORIDA SENATE 

SPECIAL MASTER ON CLAIM BILLS 

Location 
409 The Capitol 

Mailing Address 
404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
(850) 487-5229 

 

 

 

DATE COMM ACTION 

3/9/23 SM Favorable 

3/14/23 JU Favorable 

 ACJ  

 AP  

March 9, 2023 
 

The Honorable Kathleen Passidomo 
President, The Florida Senate 
Suite 409, The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 

 
Re: SB 62 – Senator Grall 

HB 6005 – Representative Duggan 
Relief of Robert Earl DuBoise by the State of Florida 

 
SPECIAL MASTER’S FINAL REPORT 

 
 THIS IS AN UNCONTESTED CLAIM FOR $1.85 MILLION TO 

BE APPROPRIATED FROM THE GENERAL REVENUE 
FUND TO THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES, 
AND A WAIVER OF TUITION AND FEES FOR UP TO 120 
HOURS OF INSTRUCTION, TO COMPENSATE ROBERT 
EARL DUBOISE FOR 37 YEARS OF WRONGFUL 
INCARCERATION. 
 

 
FINDINGS OF FACT:  General Overview of the Crime 

 
On August 18, 1983, the victim left work sometime after 9:05 
p.m. The victim was walking and declined a ride home by two 
individuals known to her. The victim was not seen again until 
her body was found the next morning behind a dentist office. 
The body was naked, other than a tube top pulled over the 
breasts. The victim suffered severe trauma to the head, face 
and neck.1  
 
The Tampa Police Department responded, secured the 
scene, and collected evidence, including several 2x4s 

 
 

                                            
1 Conviction Review Unit Fact Finding, p. 3, (September 9, 2020). 



SPECIAL MASTER’S FINAL REPORT – SB 62  
March 9, 2023 
Page 2 
 

(suspected to be the murder weapon), clothing, a wallet, a 
purse, moldings from potential knee and shoe impressions, 
and fingerprints from a nearby air conditioning unit. The crime 
scene indicated a struggle, and the autopsy determined the 
cause of death was blunt force trauma to the head.2  
 
The medical examiner, Dr. Miller, discovered what he 
believed to be a bite mark on the victim’s left cheek, and 
contacted Dr. Powell, a local dentist who worked with the 
medical examiner’s office. Photographs were taken and  
Dr. Miller excised the bite mark away from the victim’s face 
and attempted to preserve it in a formaldehyde solution. Other 
evidence was collected, including a rape kit, fluids from the 
vaginal and anal cavities, hair samples, nail clippings, 
photographs and clothing.3  
 
The police focused in on the bite mark and contacted  
Dr. Richard Souviron, a forensic odontologist. At the time,  
Dr. Souviron was considered an expert on bite mark evidence 
and had testified in several criminal cases, including the case 
against Ted Bundy. Dr. Souviron requested the police to 
obtain beeswax impressions from any suspects. Detectives 
Saladino and Burke may have obtained as many as 100 
separate moldings from male suspects/persons of interest 
that lived or frequented the area.4  
 
A clerk at a gas station near the area the victim was found 
stated Robert DuBoise, Victor DuBoise and Raymond Garcia 
caused problems in the area. This statement is what led the 
police to Robert DuBoise, who voluntarily gave Detective 
Saladino a beeswax impression of his teeth. Dr. Souviron 
informed the police that Robert DuBoise is who inflicted the 
bite mark on the victim, and Robert was arrested.5 
 
Robert DuBoise was tried and convicted of First Degree 
Felony Murder and Attempted Sexual Battery.6 During the 
trial, the state entered evidence by three witnesses who 
provided inculpatory evidence against Mr. DuBoise. These 
witnesses included Claude Butler (an inmate who claimed Mr. 

                                            
2 Id.  
3 Id.  
4 Id. at 4. 
5 Id.  
6 Id. at 1.  
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DuBoise made incriminating statements), and Joan Suarez 
and Jack Andrusckiewiecz (acquaintances who claimed  
Mr. DuBoise stated he was wanted for murder).7 The state 
also presented expert evidence that Mr. DuBoise was the 
person who inflicted the bite mark on the victim.8  
 
Conviction Review Unit Findings and Recommendation 
 
Teresa Hall, the Supervising Attorney of the Conviction 
Review Unit (CRU) for the Office of the State Attorney in the 
13th Judicial Circuit in Florida,9 conducted the review of  
Mr. DuBoise’s conviction. A CRU is an independent entity 
within the Office of the State Attorney that reviews convictions 
to determine if the conviction was wrongfully obtained. This 
review occurs after the CRU is prompted by a petition or 
request for review.10 
 
Attorney Hall received a comprehensive petition and 
memorandum of law regarding Mr. DuBoise’s case from 
Susan Friedman, an attorney with the Innocence Project, 
representing Mr. DuBoise. Through the petition, attorney Hall 
became aware of the bite mark evidence leading to Mr. 
DuBoise’s conviction, and testified that she was already 
familiar with the unreliability of bite mark evidence as a single 
source identifier. This prompted further review of  
Mr. DuBoise’s case.11 
 
The CRU reviewed the entire file on Mr. DuBoise’s case, 
including the postconviction motions.12 
 
The CRU found that: 

1) DNA evidence refutes that Robert DuBoise was the 
perpetrator. Further, the presumptive positive is linked 
to person X., who had no connection to Robert 
DuBoise, Victor DuBoise or Raymond Garcia. 

2) The bite mark evidence presented to the jury is 
unreliable and faulty. Per experts consulted by both the 
State Attorney’s Office and the Innocence Project, the 

                                            
7 Id. at 4. 
8 Conviction Review Unit Fact Finding, p. 36, (September 9, 2020). 
9 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 17:14-17:26. 
10 Id. at 17:35-18:01. 
11 Id. at 30:30-31:31. 
12 Id. at 31:31-32:30.  
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marks left on the [victim’s] face were not bite marks at 
all.  

3) Claude Butler’s testimony is not credible for the 
following reasons: 

 His significant connection to law enforcement. 

 Inconsistencies through his statements to 
police, prosecution, defense at trial, and to the 
CRU. 

 His incentive to cooperate due to facing life 
sentences on his pending charges. 

 Discrepancies on whether Claude Butler was 
given a polygraph examination. 

 There was significant benefit provided to Claude 
Butler by the State Attorney’s Office filing a 
Motion to Mitigate Claude Butler’s sentence to 
time served and that this motion was filed within 
2 months of the conclusion of Mr. DuBoise’s 
trial. 

4) If a trial were to occur today, there would not be 
credible evidence to prove Mr. Robert DuBoise 
committed the crimes charged and there would be 
clear and convincing evidence he is innocent of the 
charges against him.13, 14 
 

Attorney Hall’s recommendation was that Mr. DuBoise’s 
conviction be vacated and the charges be nolle prosequi.15 
 
Bite Mark Evidence 
 
The pathologist thought one of the marks on the victim’s left 
cheek was a bite mark. The detectives “honed in” on what the 
pathologist, and later dentist, thought was a bite mark. Law 
enforcement decided to canvass the area for every known 
man that frequented the neighborhood, collecting over 100 
bite mark impressions “from anybody that would give it to 
them.” Mr. DuBoise voluntarily gave his bite mark impression. 
All impressions were done in bees wax.16  
 
Law enforcement sent some of the dental impressions to  

                                            
13 Conviction Review Unit Fact Finding, p. 48-49, (September 9, 2020). 
14 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 1:08:54-1:09:50. 
15 Id. at 27:35-27:45, and 1:09:50-1:09:58. 
16 Id. at 34:33-36:08; Testimony of Robert DuBoise at 2:46:15-2:46:35. 



SPECIAL MASTER’S FINAL REPORT – SB 62  
March 9, 2023 
Page 5 
 

Dr. Richard Souviron, the forensic odontologist, who 
concluded that Mr. DuBoise was the person who inflicted the 
injury to the victim’s cheek. Based on this evidence, law 
enforcement arrested Mr. DuBoise.17 At trial, Dr. Souviron 
“went above and beyond what should have been testified to,” 
when he testified that he was 100 percent certain and 
convinced that Mr. DuBoise left the bite mark on the victim.18 
 
As part of attorney Hall’s review of the case, she attempted to 
contact Dr. Souviron 10 times via email, business phone, 
personal phone and home phone and never received a 
response.19 
 
Attorney Hall contacted and consulted with Dr. Freeman, an 
expert in forensic odontology. Dr. Freeman was sent the case 
information, including photographs of the murder weapon and 
the injury to the victim’s cheek. Dr. Freeman determined the 
mark was not a human bite mark.20 
 
Dr. Freeman is a forensic odontologist and an expert in the 
state of Florida.21 In 2019, the American Board of Forensic 
Odontology (ABFO) rewrote their guidelines and standards for 
bite marks.22 This change in guidelines followed multiple 
reports and studies indicating the inaccuracies of bite mark 
evidence. One report by the National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS) contained a damaging review of bite mark evidence, 
finding there was no evidence supporting the accuracy of bite 
mark evidence, and experts “diverged wildly,” in their 
evaluations of the same bite mark.23  
 
The premise of bite mark evidence was: (1) that teeth are 
individual to a person, similar to DNA or fingerprints; (2) skin 
is an accurate recording medium; and (3) people of similar 
education and backgrounds would come to similar 
conclusions when looking at that evidence.24 Bite mark 
evidence is problematic because it has never been proven 
that teeth are individual to a person. In fact, studies have 

                                            
17 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 36:04-36:45. 
18 Id. at 40:18-40:40. 
19 Id. at 49:20-49:35. 
20 Id. at 49:50-51:27. 
21 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Dr. Freeman at 1:15:08-1:15:26. 
22 Id. at 1:18:08-1:19:00. 
23 Id. at 1:28:15-1:46:10. 
24 Id. at 1:24:00-1:24:44. 



SPECIAL MASTER’S FINAL REPORT – SB 62  
March 9, 2023 
Page 6 
 

shown when looking at the side of teeth observed in bite mark 
evidence, many teeth can be compared and look similar to 
others. Further, it has never been proven that skin is an 
accurate recording medium. When evaluating bite mark 
evidence you are viewing a bruise on the skin, not an actual 
indentation. There are no studies to show that everyone 
bruises the same way, and skin looks different in different 
positions.25 
 
Forensic odonatologists were originally permitted to testify to 
individualization, which means an expert could look at an 
injury and determine not only who inflicted that injury, but 
determine that the person was the only individual who could 
make that injury.26 Current guidelines are such that a forensic 
odontologist may not testify that a specific individual inflicted 
a bite.27  
 
Dr. Freeman first reviewed the transcripts of the case to 
determine whether or not Dr. Souviron followed current or past 
ABFO guidelines. The evidence originally collected included 
low quality photos, and a portion of skin excised from the 
victim. While there is controversy regarding collecting bite 
mark evidence by excising an area of skin, there were 
procedures for doing so that were not followed in this case. 
The way in which the skin was excised in Mr. DuBoise’s case 
distorted the injury and caused shrinkage. The injury was also 
preserved in formaldehyde which was not recommended and 
causes distortion. The way in which the injury was excised 
and preserved was not consistent with collection and 
preservation standards in place at the time of the crime.28  
 
Similarly, proper methods for taking dental impressions were 
not followed in Mr. DuBoise’s case. The officers were not 
trained in taking impressions nor did they use quality 
materials. Law enforcement used beeswax to take dental 
impressions, then “pour[ed] up” each side in dental plaster. 
This is not an acceptable method to record an impression. The 
wax deforms in a way dental impression material does not. 
The analysis on Mr. DuBoise case was done based on the 
dental impressions in beeswax taken by law enforcement.29 

                                            
25 Id. at 1:46:24-1:49:45. 
26 Id. at 1:25:09-1:25:39. 
27 Id. at 1:46:05-1:46:20. 
28 Id. at 1:49:50-1:53:47. 
29 Id. at 1:53:50-1:59:31. 
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Once the dental plaster had set in Mr. DuBoise’s dental 
impression, it was sent to Dr. Souviron.30 Dr. Souviron’s 
interpretation of the evidence evolved and became 
increasingly more conclusive. Dr. Souviron’s conclusion 
based on the resected tissue analysis was originally that the 
person who made this injury was likely missing an upper tooth. 
Mr. DuBoise had no missing teeth at the time of the 
impression. After being presented with Mr. DuBoise’s dental 
impression, Dr.’s Souviron abandoned the missing tooth 
theory.31 Dr. Souviron concluded early in the case that he 
could not exclude Mr. DuBoise. Later he stated that  
Mr. DuBoise was consistent with the injury. He then stated 
that Mr. DuBoise’s dentition matched to a reasonable degree 
of certainty. Finally, Dr. Souviron concluded at trial, that  
Mr. DuBoise did inflict the injury on the victim in this case.32 
While this testimony was permissible at the time, a forensic 
odontologist is no longer permitted to make this conclusion, 
and individualization is no longer permitted per the current 
ABFO standards and guidelines.33 
 
Dr. Freeman reviewed the photographs of the injury in Mr. 
DuBoise’s case and concluded that the injury to the victim’s 
cheek was not a bite mark. The average lower dentition of a 
human is approximately 32 millimeters from canine to canine. 
In this case, the injury on the victim’s face was 45 millimeters. 
Additionally, the injury that had been excised had visible 
distortion. Dr. Freeman further testified that Dr. Souviron’s 
analysis was “wrong” and that his conclusions were “far-field 
of having any scientific validity.”34 
 
Physical Evidence Excluding Mr. DuBoise 
 
The medical examiner collected evidence at the autopsy, 
including the excised skin of the left cheek containing the 
alleged bite mark, hair samples, oral, anal, and vaginal smear 
slides, fingernail clippings, and the victim’s blood type. The 
oral, anal, and vaginal smear slides collected are the same as 

                                            
30 Id. at 1:59:40-2:0015. 
31 Id. at 2:01:04-2:04:35. 
32 Id. at 2:07:38-2:09:29. 
33 Id. at 2:09:50-2:10:21. 
34 Id. at 2:11:19-2:13:50.  



SPECIAL MASTER’S FINAL REPORT – SB 62  
March 9, 2023 
Page 8 
 

the type of slides collected in a rape kit today.35 At the time of 
the crime in 1983, DNA testing was not available.36 
 
Law enforcement collected fingerprints, 2x4s suspected to be 
the murder weapon, and hair from the crime scene.37 All 
evidence collected at the scene, including the fingerprints and 
hair, excluded Mr. DuBoise.38  
 
Throughout Attorney Hall’s review of Mr. DuBoise’s case, it 
was determined that the medical examiner’s office had oral, 
anal, and vaginal smear slides collected from the victim at the 
time of the autopsy. The slides were sent to a lab in California 
for testing.39  
 
Nancy Wilson, a Forensic DNA Analyst with Forensic 
Analytical Crime Lab in California, was contacted to review 
the DNA slides found in the medical examiner’s possession in 
Mr. DuBoise’s case. Wilson’s responsibilities include 
examining and documenting evidence. Wilson performs any 
necessary testing, including DNA testing, and provides 
interpretation for the results. Wilson has been recognized as 
an expert in Florida. 40  
 
Wilson received the evidence in this case in August 2020, 
tested the oral, anal, and vaginal smear slides, and completed 
her report in September 2020. Wilson observed sperm on the 
vaginal smear slide and anal smear slide. Wilson concluded 
there was one major male contributor (76% of the DNA), one 
minor male contributor (5% of the DNA), and the victim (19% 
of the DNA) on the vaginal smear slide, and a small amount 
of sperm DNA from one contributor on the anal smear slide. 
There was no male DNA on the oral smear slide. Wilson 
received a DNA reference sample from Mr. DuBoise and was 
able to compare and exclude him as a possible contributor.41  
 
Once Wilson completed her report, it was submitted to 
CODIS.42 Mr. DuBoise was excluded as a match from all the 

                                            
35 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 37:01-37:55. 
36 Id. at 34:20-34:30; Testimony of Nancy Wilson at 2:22:41-2:22:57.  
37 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 37:55-38:45. 
38 Id. at 39:31-39:58 and 51:50-1:00:04. 
39 Id. at 53:50-57:15. 
40 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Nancy Wilson at 2:15:26-2:22:23. 
41 Id. at 1:26:58-2:38:48; see also Forensic Analytical Crime Lab, Laboratory Report (September 2, 2020). 
42 CODIS is the Combined DNA Index System and is the generic term used to describe the FBI’s program of 
support for criminal justice DNA databases as well as the software used to run these databases. 
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evidence tested in this case, and there was a positive match 
to the major contributor of the DNA. At the time of the Special 
Master hearing the name of the individual whose DNA 
matched the sample retrieved from the victim was not 
released because there was an ongoing investigation. There 
is no connection between Mr. DuBoise and the person who 
was a DNA match.43, 44   During 2022, the State Attorney’s 
Office for the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit publicly identified two 
individuals whose DNA match the DNA found on the rape kit 
of the victim. These two individuals are currently incarcerated 
on life sentences for a similar crime that occurred near the 
time of the rape and murder for which Mr. DuBoise was 
convicted. Additionally, these two individuals are connected to 
other similar crimes in the Tampa Bay area.45  
 
Witnesses 
 
Claude Butler 
 
Witness Claude Butler had no independent knowledge of the 
crime. Butler testified that he shared a jail cell with Mr. 
DuBoise, and that Mr. DuBoise told him that Mr. DuBoise, his 
brother Victor DuBoise, and Raymond Garcia abducted the 
victim, raped her, and killed her. Butler further testified that 
Mr. DuBoise stated all he had done “is had sex with the 
woman,” and he did not know anyone was going to kill the 
victim. Butler testified Raymond Garcia actually committed the 
murder. Butler testified to details about the crime could have 
been found in the arrest report.46 
 
Attorney Hall interviewed Butler as part of her investigation 
and Butler’s recall of what Mr. DuBoise told him was 
inconsistent with his trial testimony. Butler had previously 
provided information on other crimes during the same time 
period to a detective with the Tampa Police Department. Prior 
to Mr. DuBoise’s trial, Butler was charged with several 
punishable by life felonies. At the time of sentencing, Butler 
received a 5-year sentence. After the conviction of  
Mr. DuBoise, the state attorney who tried Mr. DuBoise’s case 
filed a State motion to modify and mitigate Butler’s sentence. 
Butler was sentenced to time served. He served 

                                            
43 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 53:50-57:15. 
44 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Nancy Wilson at 2:38:48-2:42:00. 
45 See, Innocence Project of Florida, Inc. Status Update of Claimant Since 2022 Legislative Session (2023). 
46 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 41:29-42:26. 
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approximately 18 months incarceration on multiple punishable 
by life felonies.47 
 
 
Jack Audrusckiewiecz  
 
Witness Jack Audrusckiewiecz had no independent 
knowledge of the crime. Audrusckiewiecz testified that he 
spoke with Mr. DuBoise at a party two days to a week before 
Mr. DuBoise’s arrest. He further testified that Mr. DuBoise 
stated he was wanted for murder.48 
 
Joan Suarez 
 
Witness Joan Suarez had no independent knowledge of the 
crime. Suarez testified that she frequented the same bar as 
Mr. DuBoise and they were friends. She further testified that 
Mr. DuBoise had scratches to his back, and that Mr. DuBoise 
made comments that he had “done something bad,” and “was 
wanted.” Suarez could not remember dates, exact 
conversations, and admitted to having a traumatic brain injury. 
Suarez’s trial testimony was inconsistent with the deposition 
she had given prior to trial.49 
 
Sentencing and Post-Conviction  
 
Mr. DuBoise was arrested on October 22, 1983.50 The jury 
returned a guilty verdict on First Degree Felony Murder and 
Attempted Sexual Battery on March 7, 1985.51   
 
The jury did not recommend the death penalty, but the court 
overrode the jury’s decision and sentenced Mr. DuBoise to 
death on March 7, 1985.52 During Mr. DuBoise’s direct appeal 
the Florida Supreme Court found that the trial court made a 
sentencing error, and overturned Mr. DuBoise’s death 
sentence. The sentence of death was commuted to a life 
sentence on June 23, 1988.53 

                                            
47 Id. at 1:00:50-1:03:49. 
48 Id. at 45:52-43:48. 
49 Id. at 43:55-45:09. 
50 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Robert DuBoise at 2:46:40-2:47:26. 
51 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 45:10-45:30. 
52 State v. Robert E. DuBoise, Order Granting Joint Motion to Modify Sentence, (August 27, 2020) (Case 
No.83CF12669) 
53 Id.; See also, Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 45:30-46:11. 



SPECIAL MASTER’S FINAL REPORT – SB 62  
March 9, 2023 
Page 11 
 

 
Mr. DuBoise filed a postconviction motion requesting to test 
the DNA collected in the case. At the hearing on this 
postconviction motion it was determined that the evidence 
entered at trial had been destroyed by the Clerk’s office in 
1990 and the hair samples were not suitable for DNA 
testing.54 Attorney Hall later determined that the medical 
examiner’s office stored DNA slides in Mr. DuBoise’s case, 
and these were tested during the CRU’s investigation.55 
 
In 2020, due to Covid-19, no prison inmates were able to be 
transported to Hillsborough County jail for the purpose of a 
hearing. Because of this, and upon receiving the DNA results 
excluding Mr. DuBoise, attorney Hall elected to file a motion 
to modify Mr. DuBoise’s sentence so he may be released.  
Mr. DuBoise’s sentence was commuted to time served, and 
Mr. DuBoise was released.56 The court ordered that Mr. 
Duboise’s sentence be modified as follows: 

 Count 1: Modified to 36 years in the Department of 
Corrections. 

 Count 2: Modified to 15 years in the Department of 
Corrections. 

 Counts 1 and 2 were to run concurrently. 

 Mr. DuBoise was given 503 days of original jail credit, 
as well as all credit for prison time served. 

 All fines associated with the case were waived.57  
 
Once Mr. DuBoise was released the hearing on 
postconviction relief to vacate his sentence was held.58 
 
In the State’s response to the postconviction motion seeking 
vacatur, the State agreed that the convictions should be 
vacated.59 On September 14th, 2020, the court granted Mr. 
DuBoise’s motion to vacate his conviction, finding there 
was no credible evidence that Mr. DuBoise committed the 

                                            
54 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 46:20- 47:30. 
55 Id. at 53:50-57:15. 
56 State v. Robert E. DuBoise, Order Granting Joint Motion to Modify Sentence, (August 27, 2020) (Case 
No.83CF12669); See also, Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 1:04:30-1:05:15. 
57 State v. Robert E. DuBoise, Order Granting Joint Motion to Modify Sentence, (August 27, 2020) (Case 
No.83CF12669) 
58 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 1:05:40-1:08:54. 
59 State v. Robert E. DuBoise, State’s Response to Defendant’s Motion for Postconviction Relief and to Vacate 
Judgment and Sentence Pursuit to Fla. R. Crim P. 3.850 (September, 2020) (Case No.83CF12669). 
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crime and further found that he was innocent by clear and 
convincing evidence. 60 

   
 
LITIGATION HISTORY: Mr. DuBoise convicted of First Degree Felony Murder and 

Attempted Sexual Battery on March 7, 1985,61  And 
sentenced Mr. DuBoise to death on March 7, 1985.62  
 
The sentence of death was commuted to a life sentence on 
June 23, 1988.63 
 
Mr. DuBoise filed a postconviction motion requesting to test 
the DNA collected in the case, which was initially denied. The 
DNA was later tested during the CRU’s investigation.64 
 
In 2020, based on the DNA results, attorney Hall filed a motion 
to modify Mr. DuBoise’s sentence so that he may be released. 
Mr. DuBoise’s sentence was commuted to time served, and 
Mr. DuBoise was released.65 Once Mr. DuBoise was 
released, the hearing on postconviction relief to vacate his 
sentence was held.66 
 
On September 14th, 2020, the court vacated Mr. DuBoise’s 
conviction, finding there was no credible evidence that Mr. 
DuBoise committed the crime and further found that he was 
innocent by clear and convincing evidence.67 
 
On October 4, 2021, Mr. DuBoise, through private counsel, 
filed a federal civil rights action against the City of Tampa and 
several employees of the Tampa Police Department. The 
federal District Court denied the defendants’ motion to dismiss 
and the case is currently pending in the discovery phase.68 

                                            
60 State v. Robert E. DuBoise, Order Vacating Defendant’s Judgment and Sentences (September 14th, 2020) 
(Case No.83CF12669); see also, Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 1:11:00-
1:11:59. 
61 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 45:10-45:30. 
62 State v. Robert E. DuBoise, Order Granting Joint Motion to Modify Sentence, (August 27, 2020) (Case 
No.83CF12669) 
63 Id.; See also, Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 45:30-46:11. 
64 Id. at 53:50-57:15. 
65 State v. Robert E. DuBoise, Order Granting Joint Motion to Modify Sentence, (August 27, 2020) (Case 
No.83CF12669); See also, Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 1:04:30-1:05:15. 
66 Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 1:05:40-1:08:54. 
67 State v. Robert E. DuBoise, Order Vacating Defendant’s Judgment and Sentences (September 14th, 2020) 
(Case No.83CF12669); see also, Special Master Hearing (March 1, 2021), Testimony of Teresa Hall at 1:11:00-
1:11:59. 
68 See, Innocence Project of Florida, Inc. Status Update of Claimant Since 2022 Legislative Session (2023). 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:  Standard of Proof in Wrongful Incarceration 

Compensation Claims 
 
The appropriate standard of proof applied in a wrongful 
incarceration claim bill is whether there is clear and convincing 
evidence that the claimant committed neither the act nor the 
offense that served as the basis for the conviction and that the 
petitioner did not aid, abet, or act as an accomplice. 
 
Generally, the standard of proof in the claim bill process is 
preponderance of the evidence. However, in 2008, the 
Legislature established a clear and convincing standard of 
proof for wrongful incarceration claims under ch. 961, F.S. 
While the Legislature is not bound to the statutory 
requirements of ch. 961, F.S., precedent69 and equitability 
suggest that the applicable standard of proof in a wrongful 
incarceration claim bill should be consistent with these 
statutory requirements. There have been two wrongful 
incarceration claim bills that have passed since the enactment 
of ch. 961, F.S. Both of these bills have utilized a clear and 
convincing standard.70 Additionally, a person who is barred 
from receiving compensation under ch. 961, F.S., due to prior 
felony convictions may only be compensated for a wrongful 
conviction through an act of grace by the Legislature. Applying 
a lower standard of proof to those barred from statutory relief 
creates an inequitable result.  
 
Clear and convincing evidence is “evidence making the truth 
of the facts asserted ‘highly probable.”71 A clear and 
convincing standard “is a greater burden than preponderance 
of the evidence, the standard applied in most civil trials, but 
less than evidence beyond a reasonable doubt, the norm for 
criminal trials.”72 Florida jury instructions provide that clear 
and convincing evidence is “evidence that is precise, explicit, 
lacking in confusion, and of such weight that it produces a firm 

                                            
69 Senate Special Master Report Re: CS/SB 2 (2012)(November 1, 2011)(recommending relief regarding Mr. 
William Dillon’s wrongful incarceration claim); Senate Special Master Report Re: SB 28 (2020)(January 23, 
2020)(recommending relief regarding Mr. Clifford Williams’ wrongful incarceration claim). 
70 Id. 
71 Slomowitz v. Walker, 429 So. 2d 797, 799 (4th DCA 1983). 
72 Bryan A. Garner, Black’s Law Dictionary (2006). 
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belief or conviction, without hesitation, about the matter in 
issue.”73 
 
Compensation for Wrongful Incarceration Compensation 
Claims 
 
Chapter 961, F.S., provides compensation for wrongful 
incarceration calculated at a rate of $50,000 for each year of 
wrongful incarceration, which is prorated as necessary.74 
Additionally, a petitioner may receive a waiver of tuition and 
fees for up to 120 hours of instruction at a career center, 
Florida College System Institution, or any state university;75 
the amount of any fine, penalty, or court costs imposed and 
paid by the wrongfully incarcerated person;76 and the amount 
of reasonable attorney’s fees and expenses incurred by the 
wrongfully incarcerated person.77 The total amount awarded 
may not exceed $2 million.78  
 
Similar to the standard of proof, the Legislature is not bound 
by the statutory requirements of ch. 961, F.S., but precedent 
and equitability suggest these requirements be applied. 
 
 
Conclusion Based upon Findings of Fact and Clear and 
Convincing Evidence 

 
The DNA evidence demonstrates Mr. DuBoise was not the 
perpetrator. The oral, anal, and vaginal smear slides 
contained DNA obtained from the victim’s body. This evidence 
was only recently discovered and examined through the 
CRU’s investigation into Mr. DuBoise’s case. Mr. DuBoise’s 
DNA was compared and excluded as a match to the DNA 
found on each of the smear slides. Not only was Mr. DuBoise 
excluded as a match, a match to the DNA was found after the 
DNA was submitted to CODIS. While the name of the match 
was unknown to the public at the time of the hearing, there 
was an ongoing investigation and the person has no 
connection to Mr. DuBoise, Victor DuBoise, or Raymond 
Garcia. 

                                            
73 Standard Jury Instructions-Civil (No. 405.4). 
74 Section 961.06(1)(a), F.S. 
75 Section 961.06(1)(b), F.S. 
76 Section 961.06(1)(c), F.S. 
77 Section 961.06(1)(d), F.S. 
78 Section 961.06(1), F.S. 
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Further, all other evidence collected at the scene and 
presented at trial excluded Mr. DuBoise.  
 
The bite mark evidence presented at trial is unreliable and 
inaccurate. The injury to the victim’s cheek was not a bite 
mark, and was much larger than a human bite mark. The 
analysis and conclusions made by Dr. Souviron are 
inconsistent with current standards regarding bite mark 
evidence. Dr. Souviron first theorized that the biter was 
missing an upper tooth. When presented with Mr. DuBoise’s 
dental impression, Dr. Souviron abandoned this theory. Dr. 
Souviron ultimately testified that Mr. DuBoise was the biter. 
This testimony would not be permitted by the ABFO standards 
today. Further, the process used to document and preserve 
the bite mark was faulty. The bite mark was excised and 
preserved in formaldehyde which caused distortion and 
shrinkage. Similarly, the process to collect dental impressions 
was also faulty. Beeswax was used, which does not take a 
proper impression and may distort when dental plaster is 
poured in. The dental impressions were taken by law 
enforcement and not by trained professionals. 
 
The witnesses providing testimony against Mr. DuBoise were 
not credible. Claude Butler had no independent knowledge of 
the crime, and received a significant benefit by the assistant 
state attorney mitigating his sentence to time served. 
Similarly, witnesses Jack Audrusckiewiecz and Joan Suarez 
had no independent knowledge of the crime. Their testimony 
lacked substance, was inconsistent and not credible. 
 
The materials presented did not include any substantiated 
evidence with regard to Mr. DuBoise being involved in the 
crime. Therefore, given the evidence provided during the 
claim bill process, which included: 

 Testimony from Teresa Hall, the Supervising Attorney 
of the CRU for the Office of the State Attorney in the 
13th Judicial Circuit in Florida; 

 Testimony from Dr. Adam Freeman, a forensic 
odontologist. 

 Testimony from Nancy Wilson, a Forensic DNA Analyst 
with Forensic Analytical Crime Lab in California; 

 Testimony from Robert Earl DuBoise; 

 CRU Fact Finding Report; 
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 Defendant’s Motion for Postconviction Relief and to 
Vacate Judgement and Sentence Pursuant to Fla. R. 
Crim P. 3.850; 

 State’s Response to Defendant’s Motion for 
Postconviction Relief and to Vacate Judgment and 
Sentence Pursuant to Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.850; 

 Order Vacating Defendant’s Judgment and Sentences 
(September 14, 2020); 

 Forensic Analytical Crime Laboratory Reports; 

 Sworn Affidavit of Dr. Adam Freeman, Board Certified 
Forensic Odontologist; 

 Supplemental Exhibit, DuBoise Priors; 

 Supplemental Exhibit, Is it a Human Bitemark Table; 
and 

 Supplemental Exhibit, State v. Robert DuBoise, 83-CF-
12669, Agreed Order to Modify Sentence, 

 
the undersigned finds the claimant has demonstrated actual 
innocence by clear and convincing evidence.  
 
The claimant was wrongfully incarcerated for 37 years.79 The 
amount of $1,850,000, calculated at the rate of $50,000 per 
year is reasonable.  
 

 
ATTORNEY FEES: 
 

This bill does not allocate any funds for attorney or lobbying 
fees. Additionally, the claimant’s attorney’s submitted a 
Statement on Payment for Attorney and Lobbying Services, 
stating the claimant had retained attorney Seth Miller of the 
Innocence Project of Florida, to represent him during the 
Special Master portion of the Claim Bill Process. The claimant 
has retained attorneys Mark Delegal and Larry Sellers to 
perform legislative advocacy regarding passage of the claim 
bill. None of the aforementioned individuals are receiving any 
form of payment or compensation, and all representation is 
pro bono.80 
 

 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: Based upon the evidence submitted prior to and during the 

special master hearing, the undersigned finds the claimant 
has demonstrated actual innocence by clear and convincing 

 
 

                                            
79 Mr. DuBoise was arrested on October 22, 1983 and released from the Department of Corrections on August 27, 
2020. Mr. DuBoise spent 36 years, 10 months and 5 days wrongfully incarcerated.  
80 See, Innocence Project of Florida, Inc. Statement on Payment for Attorney and Lobbying Services (2023). 



SPECIAL MASTER’S FINAL REPORT – SB 62  
March 9, 2023 
Page 17 
 

evidence. There is clear and convincing evidence that the 
claimant committed neither the act nor the offense that 
served as the basis for the conviction and that the petitioner 
did not aid, abet, or act as an accomplice, and the relief 
sought is reasonable. Based upon the foregoing, the 
undersigned recommends SB 62 be reported FAVORABLY. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amanda Stokes 

Senate Special Master 

cc: Secretary of the Senate 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act for the relief of Robert Earl DuBoise; 2 

providing an appropriation to compensate Mr. DuBoise 3 

for being wrongfully incarcerated for almost 37 years; 4 

directing the Chief Financial Officer to draw a 5 

warrant payable directly to Mr. DuBoise; providing for 6 

the waiver of certain tuition and fees for Mr. 7 

DuBoise; requiring the Chief Financial Officer to pay 8 

the directed funds without requiring that Mr. DuBoise 9 

sign a liability release; declaring that the 10 

Legislature does not waive certain defenses or 11 

increase the state’s limits of liability with respect 12 

to the act; prohibiting funds awarded under the act to 13 

Mr. DuBoise from being used or paid for specified 14 

attorney or lobbying fees; prohibiting Mr. DuBoise 15 

from submitting a compensation application under 16 

certain provisions upon his receipt of payment under 17 

this act; requiring specific reimbursement to the 18 

state should a civil award be issued subsequent to Mr. 19 

DuBoise’s receipt of payment under the act; requiring 20 

Mr. DuBoise to notify the Department of Legal Affairs 21 

upon filing certain civil actions; requiring the 22 

department to file a specified notice under certain 23 

circumstances; providing that certain benefits are 24 

vacated upon specified findings; providing an 25 

effective date. 26 

 27 

WHEREAS, Robert Earl DuBoise was arrested on October 22, 28 

1983, for the August 18, 1983, rape and murder of a Tampa Bay 29 
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woman and was convicted of capital murder and attempted sexual 30 

battery on March 7, 1985, and 31 

WHEREAS, Mr. DuBoise spent 3 years on death row, and 32 

WHEREAS, on March 10, 1988, the Florida Supreme Court 33 

issued a mandate vacating Mr. DuBoise’s death sentence, and on 34 

April 4, 1988, he was resentenced to life imprisonment for 35 

murder and a consecutive 15-year sentence for attempted sexual 36 

battery, and 37 

WHEREAS, Mr. DuBoise has maintained his innocence since his 38 

arrest and for the entirety of his incarceration for the past 37 39 

years, and 40 

WHEREAS, on September 11, 2020, the Conviction Review Unit 41 

(CRU) for the State Attorney’s Office for the 13th Judicial 42 

Circuit issued a 49-page “CRU Summary Fact-Finding Report” based 43 

on a comprehensive investigation spanning nearly 1 year, 44 

culminating in the conclusion that “Robert DuBoise’s conviction 45 

should be vacated and Robert DuBoise be exonerated of the 46 

charges against him,” and 47 

WHEREAS, on September 14, 2020, the Circuit Court for the 48 

13th Judicial Circuit granted, with the concurrence of the 49 

state, a motion for postconviction relief, vacated the judgment 50 

and sentence of Mr. DuBoise, and ordered a new trial, and 51 

WHEREAS, the CRU report found that there was no credible 52 

evidence of Mr. DuBoise’s guilt and, likewise, that there was 53 

clear and convincing evidence of his innocence, and 54 

WHEREAS, on September 14, 2020, as the result of the CRU 55 

report, the state orally pronounced a nolle prosequi with regard 56 

to the retrial of Mr. DuBoise, and 57 

WHEREAS, the Legislature acknowledges that the state’s 58 
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system of justice yielded an imperfect result that had tragic 59 

consequences in this case, and 60 

WHEREAS, the Legislature acknowledges that, as a result of 61 

his physical confinement, Mr. DuBoise suffered significant 62 

damages that are unique to him, and that the damages are due to 63 

the fact that he was physically restrained and prevented from 64 

exercising the freedom to which all innocent citizens are 65 

entitled, and 66 

WHEREAS, before his conviction for the aforementioned 67 

crimes, Mr. DuBoise had prior convictions for unrelated 68 

nonviolent felonies, and 69 

WHEREAS, because of his prior nonviolent felony 70 

convictions, Mr. DuBoise is ineligible for compensation under 71 

chapter 961, Florida Statutes, and 72 

WHEREAS, the Legislature apologizes to Mr. DuBoise on 73 

behalf of the state, NOW, THEREFORE, 74 

 75 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 76 

 77 

Section 1. The facts stated in the preamble to this act are 78 

found and declared to be true. 79 

Section 2. The sum of $1.85 million is appropriated from 80 

the General Revenue Fund to the Department of Financial Services 81 

for the relief of Robert Earl DuBoise for his wrongful 82 

incarceration. The Chief Financial Officer is directed to draw a 83 

warrant in the sum of $1.85 million payable directly to Robert 84 

Earl DuBoise. 85 

Section 3. Tuition and fees for Mr. DuBoise shall be waived 86 

for up to a total of 120 hours of instruction at any career 87 
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center established pursuant to s. 1001.44, Florida Statutes, 88 

Florida College System institution established under part III of 89 

chapter 1004, Florida Statutes, or state university. For any 90 

educational benefit he receives, Mr. DuBoise must meet and 91 

maintain the regular admission and registration requirements of 92 

the career center, institution, or state university and make 93 

satisfactory academic progress as defined by the educational 94 

institution in which he is enrolled. 95 

Section 4. The Chief Financial Officer shall pay the funds 96 

directed by this act without requiring that the wrongfully 97 

incarcerated person, Mr. DuBoise, sign a liability release. 98 

Section 5. With respect to the relief for Mr. DuBoise as 99 

described in this act, the Legislature does not waive any 100 

defense of sovereign immunity or increase the limits of 101 

liability on behalf of the state or any person or entity that is 102 

subject to s. 768.28, Florida Statutes, or any other law. Funds 103 

awarded under this act to Mr. DuBoise may not be used or be paid 104 

for attorney fees or lobbying fees related to this claim. 105 

Section 6. Upon his receipt of payment under this act, Mr. 106 

DuBoise may not submit an application for compensation under 107 

chapter 961, Florida Statutes. 108 

Section 7. Claimant Mr. DuBoise must notify the Department 109 

of Legal Affairs upon filing any civil action related to his 110 

wrongful incarceration. If, after the time that monetary 111 

compensation is paid under this act, a court enters a monetary 112 

judgment in favor of Mr. DuBoise in a civil action related to 113 

his wrongful incarceration, or Mr. DuBoise enters into a 114 

settlement agreement with the state or any political subdivision 115 

thereof related to his wrongful incarceration, Mr. DuBoise must 116 
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reimburse the state for the monetary compensation awarded under 117 

this act, less any sums paid for attorney fees or costs incurred 118 

in litigating the civil action or obtaining the settlement 119 

agreement. A reimbursement required under this section may not 120 

exceed the amount of monetary award Mr. DuBoise received for 121 

damages in the civil action or settlement agreement. The court 122 

must include in the order of judgment an award to the state of 123 

any amount required to be deducted under this section.  124 

Section 8. The department must file a notice of payment of 125 

monetary compensation in the civil action, and the notice shall 126 

constitute a lien upon any judgment or settlement recovered 127 

under the civil action which is equal to the sum of monetary 128 

compensation paid to the claimant under this act, less any 129 

attorney fees and litigation costs. 130 

Section 9. If any future judicial determination finds that 131 

Mr. DuBoise, by DNA evidence or otherwise, participated in any 132 

manner in the death or sexual battery for which he was 133 

incarcerated, the unused benefits to which he is entitled under 134 

this act are vacated. 135 

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 136 
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  next committee agenda. 
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BILL:  CS/SB 264 

INTRODUCER:  Judiciary Committee and Senators Collins and Avila 

SUBJECT:  Interests of Foreign Countries 

DATE:  March 14, 2023 

 

 ANALYST  STAFF DIRECTOR  REFERENCE  ACTION 

1. Collazo  Cibula  JU  Fav/CS 

2.     RC   

 

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 264 generally restricts both governmental entity contracting with certain foreign countries 

and entities of concern, as well as conveyances of agricultural lands and other interests in real 

property to foreign principals, the People’s Republic of China, and other entities and persons that 

are affiliated with them. It also amends certain electronic health record statutes to ensure that 

such records are physically stored in the continental U.S., not overseas. 

 

Specifically, with respect to governmental entity contracting, the bill creates statutes that prohibit 

governmental entities from: 

 Contracting with entities of foreign countries of concern. 

 Entering into contracts for an economic incentive with a foreign entity. 

 

And with respect to conveyances of agricultural lands, the bill creates statutes that: 

 Prohibit a foreign principal from owning or acquiring agricultural land in the state. 

 Prohibit a foreign principal from owning or acquiring any interest in real property within 20 

miles of any military installation or critical infrastructure in the state. 

 Prohibit China, Chinese Communist Party or other Chinese political party officials or 

members, Chinese business organizations, and persons domiciled in China, but who are not 

U.S. citizens, from purchasing or acquiring any interest in real property in the state.   

 

The bill also amends:  

 The Florida Electronic Health Records Act, to require that the offsite storage of certain 

personal medical information be physically maintained in the continental U.S.  

REVISED:         
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 The Health Care Licensing Procedures Act, to require licensees to sign affidavits attesting 

that all patient information stored by them is being physically maintained in the continental 

U.S.  

 The statute criminalizing threats and extortion, to provide that a person who commits a 

violation of the statute, and at the time is acting as a foreign agent with the intent of 

benefitting a foreign country of concern, commits a first degree felony. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2023. 

II. Present Situation: 

Foreign Ownership of U.S. Agricultural Land 

Foreign ownership and investment in U.S. agricultural land has generated significant interest in 

recent years.1 Several high-profile incidents have prompted lawmakers to focus their attention on 

evaluating and responding to the potential impacts of foreign ownership and investment on 

national security, trade, and food security.2  

 

A significant example occurred last year. Fufeng Group Limited, a Chinese food manufacturer, 

acquired 300 acres of land near the Grand Forks Air Force Base in North Dakota in order to 

build a wet corn milling and biofermentation plant.3 The Air Force base, which is only about 12 

miles away from the site, is believed to be the home of some of the country’s most sophisticated, 

“top secret” military drone technology.4 The location of the land close to the base made it 

particularly convenient for monitoring air traffic flows in and out of the base, among other 

security-related concerns.5 

 

In January, Andrew P. Hunter, Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition, Technology 

and Logistics,6 sent U.S. Senator John Hoeven a letter providing the Air Force’s official position 

on the project. It confirmed that “Grand Forks Air Force Base is the center of military activities 

related to both air and space operations” and that the department’s position is “unambiguous: the 

proposed project presents a significant threat to national security with both near- and long-term 

                                                 
1 Aleks Phillips, What the U.S. Is Doing to Curtail Chinese Land Ownership, NEWSWEEK, Feb. 13, 2023, https://www. 

newsweek.com/chinese-land-ownership-investment-us-military-bases-1780886.  
2 See Letter from Congressmen Glenn “GT” Thompson & James Comer to Gene L. Dodaro, Comptroller General of the U.S. 

Government Accountability Office (Oct. 1, 2022), available at https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/ 

2022/10/20221001_GAO_foreignlandownership.pdf (requesting that the office conduct a review of foreign investment in 

U.S. farmland and its impact on national security, trade, and food security).  
3 Congressional Research Service (CRS), Foreign Ownership and Holdings of U.S. Agricultural Land (version 4, updated 

Jan. 24, 2023), available at https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11977. 
4 Ariel Zilber, Chinese firm bought North Dakota farm near U.S. Air Force drone base: report, NEW YORK POST, Jul. 1, 

2022, https://nypost.com/2022/07/01/chinese-firm-bought-farm-near-us-air-force-drone-base-report/; see also Letter from 

Thompson & Comer, supra note 2 (describing the technology as “top secret”); see also Lauren Greenwood, U.S.-China 

Economic and Security Review Commission, China’s Interests in U.S. Agriculture: Augmenting Food Security through 

Investment Abroad (May 26, 2022), 11, available at https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/Chinas_Interests_ 

in_U.S._Agriculture.pdf (noting that the Grand Forks Air Force Base “houses some of the United States’ top intelligence, 

surveillance, and reconnaissance capabilities”).  
5 Greenwood, supra note 4.  
6 U.S. Air Force, Andrew P. Hunter (Sept. 2022), https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/3154079/ 

andrew-p-hunter/.  
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risks of significant impacts to our operations in the area.”7 About a week after the department 

issued its letter, the Grand Forks City Council abandoned the project.8  

 

In addition to national security concerns, federal officials are also concerned about potential food 

security impacts. A recent letter from 130 lawmakers to the U.S. Government Accountability 

Office expressed concern that “foreign investment in U.S. farmland could result in foreign 

control of available U.S. farmland, especially prime agricultural lands, and possibly lead to 

foreign control over food production and food prices.”9 In a separate interview, one of the 

lawmakers noted that “food security is national security,” explaining that Russia was able to 

exercise undue influence over Europe because it supplied Europe with a significant amount of 

natural gas, and that China might similarly try to control food supplies in South America, 

Southeast Asia, and even North America, in order to exert greater coercive power around the 

globe.10 

 

Other recent incidents, while not involving the acquisition of U.S. farmland, suggest that China 

is working aggressively to undermine U.S. interests in other ways, both at home and abroad:  

 Confucius Institutes, which offer Chinese language and cultural programs, first began 

appearing on U.S. university campuses in 2005. Some Members of Congress and others have 

alleged that they may play a role in China’s efforts to influence public opinion abroad, recruit 

“influence agents” on U.S. campuses, and engage in cyber espionage and intellectual 

property theft.11  

 In November of last year, FBI Director Christopher Wray testified at a U.S. Senate 

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee hearing about the existence of 

certain unauthorized ‘police stations’ established by China in major U.S. cities, noting that 

the U.S. has made a number of indictments involving the Chinese government harassing, 

stalking, surveilling, and blackmailing people in the U.S. who disagreed with Chinese leader 

Xi Jinping.12  

 Last month, the U.S. shot down a Chinese spy balloon after it had traversed over a large 

swath of North America. The Biden Administration alleged it was part of a larger Chinese 

surveillance-balloon program that had violated the sovereignty of nations all over the word.13  

                                                 
7 Letter from Andrew P. Hunter, Office of the Assistant Secretary, to U.S. Senator John Hoeven (Jan. 27, 2023), available at 

https://www.hoeven.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/USAIRFORCE-FUFENG-LETTER-HOEVEN.pdf.  
8 Meghan Arbegast, Year-long Fufeng debate comes to an end after Grand Forks council members vote to stop project, 

GRAND FORKS HERALD, Feb. 6, 2023, https://www.grandforksherald.com/news/local/year-long-fufeng-debate-comes-to-an-

end-after-grand-forks-council-members-vote-to-stop-project.  
9 Letter from Thompson & Comer, supra note 2.   
10 NPR, China is buying up more U.S. farmland. Some lawmakers consider that a security threat (Mar. 1, 2023), 

https://www.npr.org/2023/03/01/1160297853/china-farmland-purchases-house-hearing-competition.  
11 CRS, Confucius Institutes in the United States: Selected Issues (version 12, updated May 20, 2022), https://crsreports. 

congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11180.  
12 Michael Martina & Ted Hesson, FBI director ‘very concerned’ by Chinese ‘police stations’ in U.S., REUTERS, Nov. 17, 

2022, https://www.reuters.com/world/us/fbi-director-very-concerned-by-chinese-police-stations-us-2022-11-17/.  
13 Isaac Chotiner, What’s Behind the Chinese Spy Balloon, THE NEW YORKER, Feb. 18, 2023, https://www.newyorker.com/ 

news/q-and-a/whats-behind-the-chinese-spy-balloon.  
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 This month, the U.S. (and Canada) issued orders banning the use of TikTok, a Chinese-

owned video sharing app, on government-issued mobile devices amid growing privacy and 

cybersecurity concerns.14  

 Also this month, U.S. defense and national security officials have raised the possibility that 

certain Chinese-made giant cargo cranes are being used for espionage.15  

 

Ownership Statistics 

Foreign persons and entities held an interest in 40.8 million acres of U.S. agricultural land in 

2021, accounting for 3.1% of total privately owned land.16 These data cover agricultural land and 

nonagricultural land (e.g. associated homesteads, roads, etc.). In 2021, forestland accounted for 

47% of all foreign-owned land, cropland accounted for 29%, and pasture and other agricultural 

land for 22%. Nonagricultural land (such as homesteads and roads) accounted for 2%. Foreign 

land holdings have increased by an average of 2.2 million acres per year since 2015.17  

 

With respect to China specifically, not including the Fufeng Group Limited’s purchase in 2022, 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture reports that China accounted for 383,935 acres, or 0.9% of 

total foreign-owned U.S. agricultural land as of year-end 2021.18 The department also reports 

that 85 Chinese investors own 275 parcels of agricultural land totaling 194,772 acres worth 

$1,868,577.19  

 

 
 

 

Foreign Holdings of Agricultural Land, 202120 

 

As of year-end 2021, the states with the most foreign-owned agricultural acreage were Texas 

(5.3 million acres), Maine (3.6 million acres), Colorado (1.9 million acres), Alabama (1.8 million 

                                                 
14 CBS News, TikTok banned on U.S. government devices, and the U.S. is not alone. Here’s where the app is restricted (Mar. 

1, 2023), https://www.cbsnews.com/news/tiktok-banned-us-government-where-else-around-the-world/.  
15 Kent Masing, U.S. Concerned China-Made Cranes In American Ports Used To Spy On Military: Report, INTERNATIONAL 

BUSINESS TIMES, Mar. 6, 2023, https://www.ibtimes.com/us-concerned-china-made-cranes-american-ports-used-spy-

military-report-3673964.  
16 CRS, supra note 3, at 2. 
17 Id. 
18 Id.; Farm Service Agency, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Foreign Holdings of U.S. Agricultural Land (through Dec. 31, 

2021), 4, available at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/economic-and-policy-analysis/afida/annual-

reports/index. 
19 Farm Service Agency, supra note 18, at 229. 
20 Id. at Table 1 and Figure 2 (internal citations omitted).  
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acres), and Oklahoma (1.7 million acres). Other states with more than 1 million foreign-owned 

acres were Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, New Mexico, 

Oregon, and Washington.21 

 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, of the 21,849,568 acres of privately held 

agricultural land in Florida, 1,382,284 acres (6.3%) are held by foreigners, which is among the 

highest proportions in the U.S.22 It is unclear how much of that land is owned by China, although 

the department does report that it owns 96,975 acres in the “South Region,” which includes 

Florida.23 

 

Existing Federal and State Laws 

Federal law currently imposes no restrictions on the amount of private U.S. agricultural land that 

can be foreign-owned.24 However, the Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 1978 

established a nationwide system for collecting information pertaining to the foreign ownership of 

U.S. agricultural land,25 including land used for agricultural, forestry, or timber production 

purposes.26 For purposes of the act, foreign persons include any individual, corporation, 

company, association, partnership, society, joint stock company, trust, estate, or any other legal 

entity (including any foreign government) under the laws of a foreign government or having a 

principal place of business outside of the U.S.27  

 

The act’s regulations require foreign persons who buy, sell, or gain interest in U.S. agricultural 

land to disclose their holdings and transactions to the U.S. Department of Agriculture directly or 

to the Farm Service Agency county office where the land is located.28 Failure to disclose this 

information may result in penalties and fines.29 After the original disclosure, each subsequent 

change of ownership or use must be reported.30 It should be noted that some have expressed 

concern that U.S. Department of Agriculture figures developed under the act may actually 

underestimate foreign ownership due to unreliable data collection and the definitions used by the 

department.31 

 

The Committee on Foreign Investment in the U.S. is an interagency committee authorized to 

review certain transactions involving foreign investment in the U.S. and real estate transactions 

by foreign persons, in order to determine the effect of such transactions on national security.32 

Notwithstanding recent expansions to the committee’s jurisdictional authority and review 

                                                 
21 Id. 
22 See Farm Service Agency, supra note 18, at 4, 17.  
23 Id. at 238. 
24 CRS, supra note 3, at 1. 
25 Pub. L. No. 95-460, 92 Stat. 1263 (1978); 7 U.S.C. ss. 3501-3508. 
26 7 U.S.C. s. 3508(1); 7 C.F.R. s. 781.2(b). 
27 7 U.S.C. s. 3508(3); 7 C.F.R. s. 781.2(g). 
28 7 U.S.C. s. 3501(a); 7 C.F.R. s. 781.3(a). 
29 7 U.S.C. s. 3502; 7 C.F.R. ss. 781.4., 781.5. 
30 7 U.S.C. s. 3501(a); 7 C.F.R. s. 781.3(b). 
31 Texas Farm Bureau, Lawmakers ask for review of foreign ownership of U.S. farmland, https://texasfarmbureau.org/ 

lawmakers-ask-for-review-of-foreign-ownership-of-u-s-farmland/ (last visited Mar. 7, 2023). 
32 U.S. Department of the Treasury, The Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States, https://home.treasury.gov/ 

policy-issues/international/the-committee-on-foreign-investment-in-the-united-states-cfius (last visited Mar. 6, 2023). 



BILL: CS/SB 264   Page 6 

 

considerations,33 there appear to be significant gaps. For example, the committee recently 

determined that Fufeng Group Limited’s purchase near Grand Forks Air Force Base was outside 

of its jurisdiction and that it would therefore take no further action.34  

 

Some U.S. states and localities have 

instituted restrictions on the foreign 

ownership of farmland.35 Although no 

state has instituted an absolute 

prohibition on all foreign ownership, 

some states have limited or proposed 

to prohibit certain foreign persons and 

entities from acquiring or owning an 

interest in agricultural land within 

their states, and several states have 

separate disclosure requirements 

within their states.36  

 

 
 

Overview of Selected State Laws Related to 

Foreign Ownership of U.S. Agricultural Land37 

There is no single uniform approach under state laws to addressing foreign ownership.38 Some 

general categories include:  

 Restrictions on the amount of land that can be owned or the duration of ownership. 

 Distinctions involving private versus public land or how agricultural land is defined. 

 Distinctions involving resident and nonresident aliens. 

 Inheritance considerations involving land ownership. 

 Restrictions on ownership by foreign corporations (e.g. corporate farming laws or 

requirements corporations are subject to in order to obtain license or register). 

 Differences related to enforcement and penalties.39 

 

Currently, in Florida, foreign persons and entities have the same rights in real property as do 

citizens of the U.S. Foreign corporations, upon qualifying to do business in the state, have the 

same rights in real property as do domestic corporations. Foreign ownership of a domestic 

corporation has no effect on that corporation’s rights in real property. No disclosure is required 

by any person or corporation when acquiring, holding or transferring rights in real property.40 

 

                                                 
33 See id. (discussing Executive Order 14083, the Foreign Investment Risk Review Modernization Act of 2018, and 

associated regulations). 
34 T.J. Nelson, KVVR Local News, Fufeng USA Looking to Move Ahead with Grand Forks Project After Federal Agency 

Review Suddenly Ends (Dec. 13, 2022), https://www.kvrr.com/2022/12/13/fufeng-usa-looking-to-move-ahead-with-grand-

forks-project-after-federal-agency-review-suddenly-ends/.  
35 CRS supra note 3, at 1. 
36 Id. 
37 Id. at Figure 1 (internal citation omitted). 
38 Id. at 1. 
39 Id. 
40 See 2 INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS s. 29:26 (3d ed., updated Nov. 2022). 
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Florida Electronic Health Records Act 

The Florida Electronic Health Records Act41 authorizes health care providers to release or access 

an identifiable health record of a patient without the patient’s consent for use in the treatment of 

that patient for an emergency medical condition, when consent cannot be obtained from the 

patient or the patient representative due to the patient’s condition or the nature of the situation 

requiring immediate medical attention.42 It provides immunity from civil liability whenever a 

health care provider accesses or releases the identifiable health record in good faith under the 

statute. It also directs the Agency for Health Care Administration to develop a form to document 

patient authorization for the use or release of an identifiable health record.43 The act includes 

definitions for the following terms: “electronic health record,” “qualified electronic health 

record,” “certified electronic health record technology,” “health record,” “identifiable health 

record,” “patient,” and “patient representative.”44  

 

Health Care Licensing Procedures Act 

The Health Care Licensing Procedures Act45 provides a streamlined and consistent set of basic 

licensing requirements for health care providers.46 The act is intended to minimize confusion, 

standardize terminology, and include issues that are not otherwise addressed in state law 

pertaining to specific providers.47 Among other things, it provides certain minimum licensure 

requirements, with which applicants and licensees must comply in order to obtain and maintain a 

license.48  

 

Statute Criminalizing Threats and Extortion 

State law criminalizes threats and extortion. One commits the crime if he or she, either verbally 

or by a written or printed communication: 

 

maliciously threatens to accuse another of any crime or offense, or by such 

communication maliciously threatens an injury to the person, property or reputation 

of another, or maliciously threatens to expose another to disgrace, or to expose any 

secret affecting another, or to impute any deformity or lack of chastity to another, 

with intent thereby to extort money or any pecuniary advantage whatsoever, or with 

intent to compel the person so threatened, or any other person, to do any act or 

refrain from doing any act against his or her will[.]49 

 

                                                 
41 Section 408.051, F.S. 
42 Section 408.051(3), F.S. 
43 Section 408.051(4), F.S. 
44 Section 408.051(2), F.S. 
45 Chapter 408, Part II, F.S.; see also s. 408.801(1), F.S. (providing a short title).  
46 Section 408.801(2), F.S. 
47 Id. 
48 See generally s. 408.810, F.S. 
49 Section 836.05, F.S. 
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The crime is a second degree felony, punishable by a term of imprisonment not exceeding 15 

years50 and a $10,000 fine,51 or possibly more under the habitual offender statute.52 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

CS/SB 264 generally restricts both governmental entity contracting with certain foreign countries 

and entities of concern, as well as conveyances of agricultural lands and other interests in real 

property to foreign principals, the People’s Republic of China, and other entities and persons that 

are affiliated with them. It also amends certain electronic health record statutes to ensure that 

such records are physically stored in the continental U.S., not overseas. 

 

Prohibition on Governmental Entity Contracting with Entities of Foreign Countries of 

Concern 

Section 1 of the bill creates s. 287.138, F.S., within chapter 287, part I, F.S., which governs 

commodities, insurance, and contractual services, to prohibit contracting between governmental 

entities and entities of foreign countries of concern.  

 

The bill defines the following terms for purposes of the new statute: 

 “Controlling interest” means possession of the power to direct or cause the direction of the 

management or policies of a company, whether through ownership of securities, by contract, 

or otherwise. A person or entity that directly or indirectly has the right to vote 25 percent or 

more of the voting interests of the company or is entitled to 25 percent or more of its profits 

is presumed to possess a controlling interest in that company. 

 “Department” means the Department of Management Services. 

 “Foreign country of concern” means:  

o The People’s Republic of China. 

o The Russian Federation. 

o The Islamic Republic of Iran. 

o The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

o The Republic of Cuba.  

o The Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro. 

o The Syrian Arab Republic. 

o Any agency of, or any other entity under the significant control of, one of the above-

listed foreign countries of concern. 

 “Governmental entity” means any state, county, district, authority, or municipal officer, 

department, division, board, bureau, commission, or other separate unit of government 

created or established by law including, but not limited to, the Commission on Ethics, the 

Public Service Commission, the Office of Public Counsel, and any other public or private 

agency, person, partnership, corporation, or business entity acting on behalf of any public 

agency. 

 

The bill provides that governmental entities may not knowingly enter into a contract with an 

entity which would give access to an individual’s personal identifying information if: 

                                                 
50 Section 775.082(3)(d), F.S. 
51 Section 775.083(1)(b), F.S. 
52 See generally s. 775.084, F.S. (providing heightened punishments for habitual offenders). 
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 The entity is owned by the government of a foreign country of concern; 

 The government of a foreign country of concern has a controlling interest in the entity; or 

 The entity is organized under the laws of or has its principal place of business in a foreign 

country of concern. 

 

Additionally, the bill provides that: 

 Beginning January 1, 2024, a governmental entity may not accept a bid on, a proposal for, or 

a reply to, or enter into, a contract with an entity which would grant the entity access to an 

individual’s personal identifying information unless the entity provides the governmental 

entity with an affidavit signed by an officer or representative of the entity under penalty of 

perjury attesting that the entity does not meet any of the criteria in the new statute. 

 Beginning July 1, 2025: 

o A governmental entity may not extend or renew a contract with one of the entities listed 

above if the contract would give such entity access to an individual’s personal identifying 

information. 

o When an entity extends or renews a contract with a governmental entity which would 

grant the entity access to an individual’s personal identifying information, the entity must 

provide the governmental entity with an affidavit signed by an officer or representative of 

the entity under penalty of perjury attesting that the entity does not meet any of the 

criteria in the new statute. 

 

The bill authorizes the Attorney General to bring a civil action in any court of competent 

jurisdiction against an entity that violates the statute. Violations of the statute may result in: 

 A civil penalty equal to twice the amount of the contract for which the entity submitted a bid 

or proposal for, replied to, or entered into. 

 Ineligibility to enter into, renew, or extend any contract, including any grant agreements, 

with any governmental entity for up to 5 years. 

 Ineligibility to receive or renew any license, certification, or credential issued by a 

governmental entity for up to 5 years. 

 Placement on the suspended vendor list.53  

 

Any penalties collected from entities that violate the statute must be deposited into the General 

Revenue Fund. 

 

The bill also authorizes the department to adopt rules to implement the statute, including rules 

establishing the form for the affidavit required under the statute. 

 

Prohibition on Contracting for an Economic Incentive with a Foreign Entity 

Section 2 of the bill creates s. 288.007, F.S., to prohibit governmental entities from entering into 

contracts for an economic incentive with a foreign entity.  

 

The bill defines the following terms for purposes of the new statute: 

 “Controlled by” means having possession of the power to direct or cause the direction of the 

management or policies of a company, whether through ownership of securities, by contract, 

                                                 
53 See s. 287.1351, F.S. (providing for the suspension of certain vendors). 



BILL: CS/SB 264   Page 10 

 

or otherwise. A person or entity that directly or indirectly has the right to vote 25 percent or 

more of the voting interests of the company, or that is entitled to 25 percent or more of its 

profits, is presumed to control the foreign entity. 

 “Economic incentive” means all programs administered by, or for which an applicant for the 

program must seek certification, approval, or other action by, the department under chapter 

288, F.S. (governing commercial development and capital improvements), chapter 212, F.S. 

(governing tax on sales, use, and other transactions), or chapter 220, F.S. (the income tax 

code), and all local economic development programs, grants, or financial benefits 

administered by a political subdivision or an agent thereof. 

 “Foreign country of concern” has the same meaning as defined later in the bill.54 

 “Foreign entity” means an entity that is: 

o Owned or controlled by the government of a foreign country of concern; or 

o A partnership, association, corporation, organization, or other combination of persons 

organized under the laws of or having its principal place of business in a foreign country 

of concern, or a subsidiary of such entity. 

 “Government entity” means a state agency, a political subdivision, or any other public or 

private agency, person, partnership, corporation, or business entity acting on behalf of any 

public agency. 

 

The bill provides that a government entity may not knowingly enter into an agreement or 

contract for an economic incentive with a foreign entity. Before providing any economic 

incentive, a government entity must require the recipient or applicant to provide the government 

entity with an affidavit signed under penalty of perjury attesting that the recipient or applicant is 

not a foreign entity. 

 

The bill also requires the department to adopt rules to administer the new statute, including rules 

establishing the form for the required affidavit. 

 

Prohibition of Conveyances to Foreign Entities 

Section 3 of the bill directs the Division of Law Revision to create part III of chapter 692, F.S., 

consisting of ss. 692.201, 692.202, 692.203, and 692.204, F.S., to be entitled “Conveyances to 

Foreign Entities.” 

 

Definitions 

Section 4 of the bill creates s. 692.201, F.S., which defines the following terms for purposes of 

part III of chapter 692, F.S.: 

 “Agricultural land” means land classified as agricultural under state law.55 

 “Critical infrastructure facility” means any of the following, if it employs measures such as 

fences, barriers, or guard posts that are designed to exclude unauthorized persons: 

o A chemical manufacturing facility. 

o A refinery. 

                                                 
54 See s. 4 of the bill (creating s. 692.201(3), F.S., which defines “foreign country of concern”). 
55 See s. 193.461, F.S. (providing the agricultural land classification process). 
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o An electrical power plant, including a substation, switching station, electrical control 

center, or electric transmission or distribution facility.56 

o A water intake structure, water treatment facility, wastewater treatment plant, or pump 

station. 

o A natural gas transmission compressor station. 

o A liquid natural gas terminal or storage facility. 

o A telecommunications central switching office. 

o An inland port or other facility or group of facilities serving as a point of intermodal 

transfer of freight in a specific area physically separated from a seaport. 

o A gas processing plant, including a plant used in the processing, treatment, or 

fractionation of natural gas. 

o A seaport.57  

o A spaceport territory.58  

 “Foreign country of concern” means:  

o The People’s Republic of China. 

o The Russian Federation. 

o The Islamic Republic of Iran.  

o The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

o The Republic of Cuba. 

o The Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro. 

o The Syrian Arab Republic. 

o Any agency of, or any other entity under the significant control of, one of the above-

listed foreign countries of concern. 

 “Foreign principal” means: 

o The government or any official of the government of a foreign country of concern; 

o A political party or member of a political party or any subdivision of a political party in a 

foreign country of concern; 

o A partnership, association, corporation, organization, or other combination of persons 

organized under the laws of, or having its principal place of business in, a foreign country 

of concern, or a subsidiary of such entity; or 

o Any person who is domiciled in a foreign country of concern and is not a citizen of the 

U.S. 

 “Military installation” means a base, camp, post, station, yard, center, or other activity under 

the jurisdiction of the secretary of a military department or, in the case of an activity in a 

foreign country, under the operational control of the secretary of a military department or the 

                                                 
56 See s. 403.031(20), F.S. (defining “electrical power plant” as meaning any electrical generating facility that uses any 

process or fuel and that is owned or operated by an electric utility, as defined in s. 403.503(14), and includes any associated 

facility that directly supports the operation of the electrical power plant). 
57 See s. 311.09(1), F.S. (listing the ports of Jacksonville, Port Canaveral, Port Citrus, Fort Pierce, Palm Beach, Port 

Everglades, Miami, Port Manatee, St. Petersburg, Putnam County, Tampa, Port St. Joe, Panama City, Pensacola, Key West, 

and Fernandina). 
58 See s. 331.303(18), F.S. (defining “spaceport territory” as the geographical area designated in s. 331.304, F.S., and as 

amended or changed in accordance with s. 331.329, F.S.; it includes, but is not limited to, the real property located in Brevard 

County that is included within the 1998 boundaries of Patrick Space Force Base, formerly Patrick Air Force Base; Cape 

Canaveral Space Force Station, formerly Cape Canaveral Air Force Station; and the John F. Kennedy Space Center).  
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Secretary of Defense, without regard to the duration of operational control.59 For purposes of 

the bill, military installations include armories.60  

 “Real property” means land, buildings, fixtures, and all other improvements to land. 

 

Purchase of Agricultural Land by Foreign Principals 

Section 5 of the bill creates s. 692.202, F.S., to prohibit the purchase of agricultural land by 

foreign principals. 

 

The bill provides that a foreign principal may not directly or indirectly own or acquire by 

purchase, grant, devise, or descent agricultural land or any interest in such land in the state. This 

prohibition does not apply to a foreign principal that acquires agricultural land for a diplomatic 

purpose that is recognized, acknowledged, or allowed by the Federal Government. 

 

A foreign principal that directly or indirectly owns or acquires agricultural land or any interest in 

such land in the state before July 1, 2023: 

 May continue to own or hold such land or interest, but may not purchase or otherwise acquire 

by grant, devise, or descent any additional agricultural land or interest in such land in the 

state. 

 Must register with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services by January 1, 

2024. The department must establish a form for such registration, which, at minimum, must 

include all of the following: 

o The name of the owner of the agricultural land or the owner of the interest in such land. 

o The address of the agricultural land, the property appraiser’s parcel identification 

number, and the property’s legal description. 

o The number of acres of the agricultural land. 

 

A foreign principal that fails to timely file a registration with the department is subject to a civil 

penalty of $1,000 for each day that the registration is late. The department may place a lien 

against the unregistered agricultural land for the unpaid balance of any penalties assessed under 

the new statute. 

 

The bill clarifies that notwithstanding the general prohibition in the bill, a foreign principal can 

still acquire agricultural land on or after July 1, 2023, by devise or descent, through the 

enforcement of security interests, or through the collection of debts, but must sell, transfer, or 

otherwise divest itself of the agricultural land within 2 years after acquiring the agricultural land. 

 

At the time of purchase, a buyer of agricultural land, or an interest in such land, must provide an 

affidavit signed under penalty of perjury attesting to compliance with this section. The failure to 

obtain or maintain the affidavit does not affect the title or insurability of the title for the 

agricultural land. The Florida Real Estate Commission must adopt rules to implement this 

provision, including rules establishing the form for the affidavit required under this provision. 

 

                                                 
59 10 U.S.C. s. 2801(c)(4). 
60 See s. 250.01(5), F.S. (defining an “armory” as a building or group of buildings used primarily for housing and training 

troops or for storing military property, supplies, or records). 
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The bill provides that an agricultural land, or any interest in such land, that is owned or acquired 

in violation of the new statute may be forfeited to the state. In connection with such forfeitures, 

the bill provides: 

 The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services may initiate a civil action in the 

circuit court of the county in which the property lies. 

 Upon filing such action, the clerk must record a lis pendens in accordance with state law.61 

The court must advance the cause on the calendar. The defendant may at any time petition to 

modify or discharge the lis pendens based upon a finding that there is no probable cause to 

believe that the agricultural land, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of the 

new statute. 

 If the court finds that the agricultural land, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in 

violation of the new statute, the court must enter a final judgment of forfeiture vesting title to 

the agricultural land in the state, subject only to the rights and interests of bona fide 

lienholders, and such final judgment relates back to the date of the lis pendens. 

 The department may sell the agricultural land subject to a final judgment of forfeiture. Any 

proceeds from the sale must first be paid to any lienholders of the land, followed by payment 

of any outstanding fines assessed pursuant to the new statute, after which the department 

must be reimbursed for all costs related to the forfeiture civil action and any costs related to 

the sale of the land. Any remaining proceeds must be paid to the property owner. 

 At any time during the forfeiture proceeding the department may seek an ex parte order of 

seizure of the agricultural land upon a showing that the defendant’s control of the agricultural 

land constitutes a clear and present danger to the state. 

 

The bill provides the following criminal penalties: 

 A foreign principal that purchases or acquires agricultural land or any interest therein in 

violation of the new statute commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable by a 

term of imprisonment not exceeding 60 days62 and a $500 fine.63 

 A person who knowingly sells agricultural land or any interest therein in violation of the new 

statute commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable by a term of imprisonment 

not exceeding 60 days64 and a $500 fine.65 

 

The bill also requires the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to adopt rules to 

implement the new statute. 

 

Purchase of Real Property around Military Installation and Critical Infrastructure Facilities 

by Foreign Principals 

Section 6 of the bill creates s. 692.203, F.S., to prohibit the purchase of real property around 

military installations and critical infrastructure facilities by foreign principals. 

 

The bill provides that a foreign principal may not directly or indirectly own or acquire by 

purchase, grant, devise, or descent any interest in real property within 20 miles of any military 

                                                 
61 See s. 48.23, F.S. (addressing the recordation of notices of lis pendens in particular circumstances). 
62 Section 775.082(4)(b), F.S. 
63 Section 775.083(1)(e), F.S. 
64 Section 775.082(4)(b), F.S. 
65 Section 775.083(1)(e), F.S. 
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installation or critical infrastructure facility in the state. This prohibition does not apply to a 

foreign principal that acquires real property for a diplomatic purpose that is recognized, 

acknowledged, or allowed by the Federal Government. 

 

A foreign principal that directly or indirectly owns or acquires any interest in real property 

within 20 miles of any military installation or critical infrastructure facility in the state before 

July 1, 2023, may continue to own or hold such real property, but may not purchase or otherwise 

acquire by grant, devise, or descent any additional real property within 20 miles of any military 

installation or critical infrastructure facility in the state. 

 

The bill provides that a foreign principal that owns or acquires real property within 20 miles of 

any military installation or critical infrastructure facility in the state before July 1, 2023, must 

register with the Department of Economic Opportunity by January 1, 2024. The department must 

establish a form for such registration which, at a minimum, must include all of the following: 

 The name of the owner of the real property. 

 The address of the real property, the property appraiser’s parcel identification number, and 

the property’s legal description. 

 

A foreign principal that fails to timely file a registration with the department is subject to a civil 

penalty of $1,000 for each day that the registration is late. The department may place a lien 

against the unregistered real property for the unpaid balance of any penalties assessed under this 

provision. 

 

The bill clarifies that notwithstanding the general prohibition in the bill, a foreign principal can 

still acquire real property, or any interest therein, which is within 20 miles of any military 

installation or critical infrastructure facility in the state on or after July 1, 2023, by devise or 

descent, through the enforcement of security interests, or through the collection of debts, but 

must sell, transfer, or otherwise divest itself of such real property within 2 years after acquiring 

the real property. 

 

At the time of purchase, a buyer of real property that is located within 20 miles of any military 

installation or critical infrastructure facility in the state must provide an affidavit signed under 

penalty of perjury attesting to compliance with the new statute. The failure to obtain or maintain 

the affidavit does not affect the title or insurability of the title for the real property. The Florida 

Real Estate Commission must adopt rules to implement this provision, including rules 

establishing the form for the affidavit required under this provision. 

 

The bill provides that if any real property is owned or acquired in violation of the new statute, it 

may be forfeited to the state. In connection with such forfeitures, the bill provides: 

 The Department of Economic Opportunity may initiate a civil action in the circuit court of 

the county in which the property lies for the forfeiture of the real property or any interest 

therein. 

 Upon filing such action, the clerk must record a lis pendens in accordance with state law.66 

The court must advance the cause on the calendar. The defendant may at any time petition to 

modify or discharge the lis pendens based upon a finding that there is no probable cause to 

                                                 
66 See s. 48.23, F.S. (addressing the recordation of notices of lis pendens in particular circumstances). 
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believe that the real property, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of the new 

statute. 

 If the court finds that the real property, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation 

of the new statute, the court must enter a final judgment of forfeiture vesting title to the real 

property in the state, subject only to the rights and interests of bona fide lienholders, and such 

final judgment relates back to the date of the lis pendens. 

 The department may sell the real property subject to a final judgment of forfeiture. Any 

proceeds from the sale must first be paid to any lienholders of the land, followed by payment 

of any outstanding fines assessed pursuant to the new statute, after which the department 

must be reimbursed for all costs related to the forfeiture civil action and any costs related to 

the sale of the land. Any remaining proceeds must be paid to the property owner. 

 At any time during the forfeiture proceeding the department may seek an ex parte order of 

seizure of the real property upon a showing that the defendant’s control of the real property 

constitutes a clear and present danger to the state. 

 

The bill provides the following criminal penalties: 

 A foreign principal that purchases or acquires real property or any interest therein in violation 

of the new statute commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable by a term of 

imprisonment not exceeding 60 days67 and a $500 fine.68  

 A person who knowingly sells real property or any interest therein in violation of this section 

commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable by a term of imprisonment not 

exceeding 60 days69 and a $500 fine.70 

 

The bill also requires the Department of Economic Opportunity to adopt rules to implement the 

new statute. 

 

Purchase or Acquisition of Real Property by the People’s Republic of China 

Section 7 of the bill creates s. 692.204, F.S., to prohibit the purchase or acquisition of real 

property by the People’s Republic of China.  

 

The bill prohibits the following persons or entities from directly or indirectly owning or 

acquiring by purchase, grant, devise, or descent any interest in real property in the state: 

 The People’s Republic of China, the Chinese Communist Party, or any official or member of 

the People’s Republic of China or the Chinese Communist Party. 

 Any other political party or member of a political party or a subdivision of a political party in 

the People’s Republic of China. 

 A partnership, an association, a corporation, an organization, or any other combination of 

persons organized under the laws of or having its principal place of business in the People’s 

Republic of China, or a subsidiary of such entity. 

 Any person who is domiciled in the People’s Republic of China and who is not a citizen of 

the U.S. 

 

                                                 
67 Section 775.082(4)(b), F.S. 
68 Section 775.083(1)(e), F.S. 
69 Section 775.082(4)(b), F.S. 
70 Section 775.083(1)(e), F.S. 
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This prohibition does not apply to a person or entity of the People’s Republic of China that 

acquires real property for a diplomatic purpose that is recognized, acknowledged, or allowed by 

the Federal Government. 

 

Any person or entity described above that directly or indirectly owns or acquires any interest in 

real property in the state before July 1, 2023, may continue to own or hold such real property, but 

may not purchase or otherwise acquire by grant, devise, or descent any additional real property 

in the state.  

 

The bill provides that any person or entity described above that owns or acquires real property in 

the state before July 1, 2023, must register with the Department of Economic Opportunity by 

January 1, 2024. The department must establish a form for such registration which, at a 

minimum, must include all of the following: 

 The name of the owner of the real property. 

 The address of the real property, the property appraiser’s parcel identification number, and 

the property’s legal description. 

 

A person or entity that fails to timely file a registration with the department is subject to a civil 

penalty of $1,000 for each day that the registration is late. The department may place a lien 

against the unregistered real property for the unpaid balance of any penalties assessed under this 

paragraph. 

 

The bill clarifies that notwithstanding the general prohibition in the bill, a Chinese person or 

entity can still acquire real property in the state on or after July 1, 2023, by devise or descent, 

through the enforcement of security interests, or through the collection of debts, but must sell, 

transfer, or otherwise divest itself of such real property within 2 years after acquiring the real 

property unless the person or entity acquired the real property for a diplomatic purpose that is 

recognized, acknowledged, or allowed by the Federal Government. 

 

At the time of purchase, a buyer of real property in the state must provide an affidavit signed 

under penalty of perjury attesting to compliance with the new statute. The failure to obtain or 

maintain the affidavit does not affect the title or insurability of the title for the real property. The 

Florida Real Estate Commission must adopt rules to implement this subsection, including rules 

establishing the form for the affidavit required under this subsection. 

 

The bill provides that if any real property is owned or acquired in violation of the new statute, it 

may be forfeited to the state. In connection with such forfeitures, the bill provides: 

 The Department of Economic Opportunity may initiate a civil action in the circuit court of 

the county in which the property lies for the forfeiture of the real property or any interest 

therein. 

 Upon filing such action, the clerk must record a lis pendens in accordance with state law.71 

The court must advance the cause on the calendar. The defendant may at any time petition to 

modify or discharge the lis pendens based upon a finding that there is no probable cause to 

believe that the real property, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of the new 

statute. 

                                                 
71 See s. 48.23, F.S. (addressing the recordation of notices of lis pendens in particular circumstances). 
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 If the court finds that the real property, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation 

of the new statute, the court must enter a final judgment of forfeiture vesting title to the real 

property in the state, subject only to the rights and interests of bona fide lienholders, and such 

final judgment relates back to the date of the lis pendens. 

 The department may sell the real property subject to a final judgment of forfeiture. Any 

proceeds from the sale must first be paid to any lienholders of the land, followed by payment 

of any outstanding fines assessed pursuant to the new statute, after which the department 

must be reimbursed for all costs related to the forfeiture civil action and any costs related to 

the sale of the land. Any remaining proceeds must be paid to the property owner. 

 At any time during the forfeiture proceeding the department may seek an ex parte order of 

seizure of the real property upon a showing that the defendant’s control of the real property 

constitutes a clear and present danger to the state. 

 

The bill provides the following criminal penalties: 

 A violation of this section constitutes a felony of the third degree, punishable by a term of 

imprisonment not exceeding 5 years72 and a $5,000 fine,73 or possibly more under the 

habitual offender statute.74          

 A person who sells real property or any interest therein in violation of the new statute 

commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable by a term of imprisonment not 

exceeding 1 year75 and a $1,000 fine.76  

 

The bill also requires the Department of Economic Opportunity to adopt rules to implement the 

new statute. 

 

Amendments to the Florida Electronic Health Records Act 

Section 8 of the bill amends s. 408.051, F.S., the Florida Electronic Health Records Exchange 

Act (Act), by adding two definitions and by requiring that the offsite storage of certain personal 

medical information be physically maintained in the continental U.S.  

 

First, for purposes of the Act, the bill incorporates the definition for “cloud computing” found in 

chapter 282, part I, F.S., which governs information technology management. That definition77 

provides that cloud computing has the same meaning as provided in Special Publication 800-145 

issued by the National Institute of Standards and Technology, which reads as follows:  

 

Cloud computing is a model for enabling ubiquitous, convenient, on-

demand network access to a shared pool of configurable computing 

resources (e.g., networks, servers, storage, applications, and services) that 

can be rapidly provisioned and released with minimal management effort or 

                                                 
72 Section 775.082(3)(e), F.S. 
73 Section 775.083(1)(c), F.S. 
74 See generally s. 775.084, F.S. (providing heightened punishments for habitual offenders). 
75 Section 775.082(4)(a), F.S. 
76 Section 775.083(1)(d), F.S. 
77 Section 282.0041(5), F.S. 
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service provider interaction. This cloud model is composed of five essential 

characteristics, three service models, and four deployment models.78 

 

Second, for purposes of the Act, the bill defines the term “health care provider” as including all 

of the following: 

 Any provider as defined in the Health Care Licensing Procedures Act;79 

 Any health care practitioner as defined in chapter 456, F.S., which governs health professions 

and occupations;80 

 Any health care professional certified under the Radiological Personnel Certification Act;81  

 Any home health aide as defined in the Home Health Services Act;82 

 Any service provider as defined in the Florida Mental Health Act,83 and the service 

provider’s clinical and nonclinical staff who provide inpatient or outpatient services; 

 Any licensed continuing care facility;84 and 

 Any pharmacy permitted under the Florida Pharmacy Act.85 

  

Third, the bill amends the Act to provide that in addition to complying with certain federal 

standards regulating the privacy of individually identifiable health information,86 a health care 

provider that utilizes certified electronic health record technology must ensure that all patient 

information stored in an offsite physical or virtual environment, including through a third-party 

or subcontracted computing facility or an entity providing cloud computing services, is 

physically maintained in the continental U.S. The bill applies this provision to all qualified 

electronic health records that are stored using any technology that can allow information to be 

electronically retrieved, accessed, or transmitted. 

 

                                                 
78 U.S. Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and Technology, Special Publication 800-145 (The NIST 

Definition of Cloud Computing) (Sept. 2011), available at https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/Legacy/SP/nistspecialpublication 

800-145.pdf (also identifying the referenced five essential characteristics, three service models, and four deployment models)                

(footnotes omitted).  
79 See s. 408.803(12), F.S. (defining “provider” as any activity, service, agency, or facility regulated by Agency for Health 

Care Administration and listed in s. 408.802, F.S.). 
80 See s. 456.001(4), F.S. (defining “health care practitioner” as any person licensed under one of the listed statutes). 
81 Chapter 468, part IV, F.S. 
82 See s. 400.462, F.S. (defining “home health aide” as a person who is trained or qualified, as provided by rule, and who 

provides hands-on personal care, performs simple procedures as an extension of therapy or nursing services, assists in 

ambulation or exercises, assists in administering medications as permitted in rule and for which the person has received 

training established by the agency under part III (regulating home health services), or performs tasks delegated to him or her 

under ch. 464, F.S. (regulating nursing)). 
83 See s. 394.455(45), F.S. (defining “service provider” as a receiving facility, a facility licensed under ch. 397, F.S. 

(governing substance abuse services), a treatment facility, an entity under contract with the department to provide mental 

health or substance abuse services, a community mental health center or clinic, a psychologist, a clinical social worker, a 

marriage and family therapist, a mental health counselor, a physician, a psychiatrist, an advanced practice registered nurse, a 

psychiatric nurse, or a qualified professional as defined in s. 39.01, F.S. (referencing licensed physicians, physician assistants, 

psychiatrists, psychologists, and psychiatric nurses)). 
84 See ch. 651, F.S. (governing continuing care contracts). 
85 Chapter 465, F.S. 
86 45 C.F.R. pts. 160 and 164 (subparts A and C). 
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Amendments to the Health Care Licensing Procedures Act 

Section 9 of the bill amends s. 408.810, F.S., which provides certain minimum licensure 

requirements for health care providers.87  

 

The bill provides that a licensee must sign an affidavit at the time of his or her initial application 

for a license, and on any renewal applications thereafter, that attests under penalty of perjury that 

he or she is in compliance with the bill, specifically the requirement in the bill that health care 

providers using certified electronic health record technology ensure that all patient information 

stored in an offsite physical or virtual environment is physically maintained in the continental 

U.S. The licensee must remain in compliance with this requirement or be subject to disciplinary 

action by the agency.  

 

The licensee must also ensure that a person or entity who possesses a controlling interest in the 

licensee does not also hold, either directly or indirectly, regardless of ownership structure, an 

interest in an entity that has a business relationship with a foreign country of concern or that is 

subject to the statute prohibiting contracting with scrutinized companies.88 

 

For purposes of this provision, the bill defines the following terms: 

 “Business relationship” means engaging in commerce in any form, including, but not limited 

to, acquiring, developing, maintaining, owning, selling, possessing, leasing, or operating 

equipment, facilities, personnel, products, services, personal property, real property, military 

equipment, or any other apparatus of business or commence. 

 “Foreign country of concern” has the same meaning as provided earlier in the bill.89 

 Having an “interest” in an entity means having any direct or indirect investment in or loan to 

the entity valued at 5 percent or more of the entity’s net worth, or any form of direct or 

indirect control exerting similar or greater influence on the governance of the entity.90 

 

Amendments to the Statute Criminalizing Threats and Extortion 

Section 10 of the bill amends s. 836.05, F.S., which criminalizes threats and extortion, to provide 

that a person who commits a violation of the statute and at the time of the violation is acting as a 

foreign agent as defined in state law,91 with the intent of benefitting a foreign country of concern 

as defined earlier in the bill,92 commits a felony of the first degree, punishable by a term of 

imprisonment of not exceeding 30 years93 and a $10,000 fine,94 or possibly more under the 

habitual offender statute.95 

 

                                                 
87 See supra note 79 (defining providers); see also s. 408.802, F.S. (listing regulated providers). 
88 Section 287.135, F.S. 
89 See s. 4 of the bill (creating s. 692.201(3), F.S., which defines “foreign country of concern”). 
90 See s. 286.101(1), F.S. (defining “interest”).  
91 See s. 812.081(1)(b), F.S. (defining “foreign agent” as any officer, employee, proxy, servant, delegate, or representative of 

a foreign government). 
92 See s. 4 of the bill (creating s. 692.201(3), F.S., which defines “foreign country of concern”). 
93 Section 775.082(3)(b)1., F.S. 
94 Section 775.083(1)(b), F.S. 
95 See generally s. 775.084, F.S. (providing heightened punishments for habitual offenders). 
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Effective Date 

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2023. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

A state’s power to apply its law exclusively to its alien inhabitants as a class is confined 

to narrow limits. However, each state, in the absence of any treaty provision to the 

contrary, may deny to aliens the right to own land within its border.96  

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

Under the bill, governmental entities are prohibited from knowingly entering into 

contracts for an economic incentive with a foreign entity. Accordingly, foreign entities 

(as defined in the bill) will no longer be able to avail themselves of such economic 

incentives in connection with their projects. 

 

The bill provides that foreign principals who acquired agricultural land or land within 20 

miles of a military installation or critical infrastructure facility before July 1, 2023 may 

                                                 
96 See Graham v. Ramani, 383 So. 2d 634, 635 (Fla. 1980) (recognizing that the U.S. Supreme Court has upheld statutes 

denying aliens the right to acquire land and citing in support Terrace v. Thompson, 263 U.S. 197 (1923); Terrace upheld a 

state of Washington statute prohibiting the ownership of land within the state by nondeclarant aliens, finding that the 

“privilege of owning or controlling agricultural land within the state” and the “allegiance of those who own, occupy and use 

the farm lands within its borders are matters of highest importance and affect the safety and power of the state itself” (id. at 

221)).     
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continue to own those lands, but may not expand upon their ownership after that date. 

Similarly, Chinese businesses, and persons who are domiciled in China and not U.S. 

citizens, who acquired real property before July 1, 2023 may continue to own those lands, 

but may not expand upon their ownership after that date. To the extent any of these 

foreign principals, businesses, or persons’ business plans assumed future expansions of 

land ownership, those plans will be negatively impacted by the bill.  

 

The bill requires health care providers that use certified electronic health care technology 

to ensure that all patient information stored in an offsite physical or virtual environment, 

including through a third-party or subcontracted facility or an entity providing cloud 

computing services, is maintained in the continental U.S. To the extent such patient 

information is not already maintained in the continental U.S., health care providers will 

incur costs moving that information into the continental U.S. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

Under the bill, governmental entities may not contract with entities of foreign countries 

of concern. To the extent contracting with entities of foreign countries of concern might 

have resulted in more favorable contractual terms than contracting with other entities, 

governmental entities will be negatively impacted by the bill. 

 

The bill authorizes the Attorney General, Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services, and the Department of Economic Opportunity to enforce certain affidavit 

preparation and property forfeiture provisions in the bill. Additionally, the bill requires 

the Department of Management Services, the Florida Real Estate Commission, and the 

Department of Economic Opportunity to adopt rules to implement various provisions of 

the bill. Although these state agencies will incur costs associated with these efforts, it is 

anticipated that they will be minimal and absorbed by their existing budget allocations.   

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 287.138, 288.007, 692.201, 

692.202, 692.203, and 692.204.  

 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 408.051, 408.810, 

and 836.05.   
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IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Judiciary on March 14, 2023: 

 Revises the definitions of “foreign entity” and “foreign principal,” and the category of 

Chinese persons and entities that are prohibited from owning or acquiring protected 

lands in the state, to include the subsidiaries of those entities. 

 Clarifies that notwithstanding the general prohibitions in the bill, foreign principals 

and Chinese persons and entities may still acquire protected lands on or after the 

effective date, but must divest themselves of those lands within 2 years unless a 

diplomatic exemption applies. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Judiciary (Collins) recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment  1 

 2 

Delete line 231 3 

and insert: 4 

concern, or a subsidiary of such entity. 5 

 6 

Delete line 291 7 

and insert: 8 

concern, or a subsidiary of such entity; 9 

 10 

Delete line 503 11 
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and insert: 12 

the People’s Republic of China, or a subsidiary of such entity. 13 
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The Committee on Judiciary (Collins) recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment  1 

 2 

Delete lines 333 - 336 3 

and insert: 4 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a foreign principal may 5 

acquire agricultural land on or after July 1, 2023, by devise or 6 

descent, through the enforcement of security interests, or 7 

through the collection of debts, provided that the foreign 8 

principal sells, transfers, or otherwise divests itself of the 9 

Delete lines 428 - 433 10 

and insert: 11 
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(4) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a foreign principal may 12 

acquire real property or any interest therein which is within 20 13 

miles of any military installation or critical infrastructure 14 

facility in the state on or after July 1, 2023, by devise or 15 

descent, through the enforcement of security interests, or 16 

through the collection of debts, provided that the foreign 17 

principal sells, transfers, or otherwise divests itself of such 18 

Delete lines 532 - 535 19 

and insert: 20 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a person or an entity 21 

described in paragraph (1)(a) may acquire real property in the 22 

state on or after July 1, 2023, by devise or descent, through 23 

the enforcement of security interests, or through the collection 24 

of debts, provided that the person or entity sells, transfers, 25 

or otherwise divests itself of such 26 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to interests of foreign countries; 2 

creating s. 287.138, F.S.; defining terms; prohibiting 3 

governmental entities from knowingly entering into 4 

certain contracts; prohibiting governmental entities 5 

from taking specified actions after a specified date 6 

relating to contracts that give certain access to 7 

personal identifying information; providing an 8 

exception; authorizing the Attorney General to bring a 9 

civil action; providing penalties; requiring penalties 10 

to be deposited into the General Revenue Fund; 11 

requiring the Department of Management Services to 12 

adopt rules; creating s. 288.007, F.S.; defining 13 

terms; prohibiting governmental entities from 14 

knowingly entering into certain contracts; requiring 15 

government entities to require an affidavit from 16 

applicants before providing any economic incentive; 17 

requiring the Department of Economic Opportunity to 18 

adopt rules; providing a directive to the Division of 19 

Law Revision to create part III of ch. 692, F.S., to 20 

be entitled “Conveyances to Foreign Entities”; 21 

creating s. 692.201, F.S.; defining terms; creating 22 

ss. 692.202 and 692.203, F.S.; prohibiting foreign 23 

principals from purchasing agricultural land, or 24 

interest in such land, and certain real property in 25 

the state, respectively; authorizing foreign 26 

principals to continue to own or hold such land or 27 

property under certain circumstances; requiring 28 

certain foreign principals that own or acquire such 29 
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land or real property to register with a specified 30 

department; requiring the Department of Agriculture 31 

and Consumer Services and the Department of Economic 32 

Opportunity, respectively, to establish a form for 33 

such registration; providing civil penalties; 34 

authorizing the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 35 

Services and the Department of Economic Opportunity to 36 

place a lien against unregistered agricultural land or 37 

real property, respectively; requiring certain foreign 38 

principals to sell, transfer, or otherwise divest 39 

themselves of certain agricultural land or real 40 

property within a specified timeframe; requiring 41 

buyers of such land or property to provide a signed 42 

affidavit; specifying that the failure to maintain or 43 

obtain the affidavit does not affect the title or 44 

insurability of the title for the agricultural land or 45 

real property, respectively; authorizing the Florida 46 

Real Estate Commission to adopt rules; authorizing 47 

certain agricultural land or real property to be 48 

forfeited to the state; authorizing the Department of 49 

Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Department 50 

of Economic Opportunity to initiate civil actions for 51 

forfeiture of the interest in agricultural land or 52 

real property, respectively; requiring such actions to 53 

be filed in a certain circuit court; requiring clerks 54 

to record a lis pendens; requiring courts to advance 55 

the cause on the calendar; authorizing defendants to 56 

petition to modify or discharge the lis pendens; 57 

requiring the court to enter a specified final 58 
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judgment under certain circumstances; authorizing the 59 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and 60 

the Department of Economic Opportunity, respectively, 61 

to sell the agricultural land or real property; 62 

providing requirements for the proceeds from such 63 

sale; authorizing the Department of Agriculture and 64 

Consumer Services and the Department of Economic 65 

Opportunity, respectively, to seek a specified ex 66 

parte order; providing criminal penalties; requiring 67 

the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 68 

and the Department of Economic Opportunity, 69 

respectively, to adopt rules; creating s. 692.204, 70 

F.S.; prohibiting the People’s Republic of China, the 71 

Chinese Communist Party, any other political party or 72 

member of a political party in the People’s Republic 73 

of China, and certain persons and entities from 74 

purchasing or acquiring real property in the state; 75 

providing an exception; authorizing such persons and 76 

entities to continue to own or hold such real property 77 

under certain circumstances; requiring certain persons 78 

or entities that own or acquire real property in the 79 

state to register with the Department of Economic 80 

Opportunity by a specified date; requiring the 81 

Department of Economic Opportunity to establish a form 82 

for such registration; providing civil penalties; 83 

authorizing the Department of Economic Opportunity to 84 

place a lien against unregistered real property; 85 

requiring certain persons and entities to sell, 86 

transfer, or otherwise divest themselves of certain 87 
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real property within a specified timeframe; requiring 88 

buyers of real property to provide a signed affidavit; 89 

specifying that the failure to maintain or obtain the 90 

affidavit does not affect the title or insurability of 91 

the title for the real property; authorizing the 92 

commission to adopt rules; authorizing certain real 93 

property to be forfeited to the state; authorizing the 94 

Department of Economic Opportunity to initiate civil 95 

actions for forfeiture of the interest in real 96 

property; requiring such actions to be filed in a 97 

certain circuit court; requiring clerks to record a 98 

lis pendens; requiring courts to advance the cause on 99 

the calendar; authorizing defendants to petition to 100 

modify or discharge the lis pendens; requiring the 101 

court to enter a specified final judgment under 102 

certain circumstances; authorizing the Department of 103 

Economic Opportunity to sell the real property; 104 

providing requirements for the proceeds from such 105 

sale; authorizing the Department of Economic 106 

Opportunity to seek a specified ex parte order; 107 

providing criminal penalties; requiring the Department 108 

of Economic Opportunity to adopt rules; amending s. 109 

408.051, F.S.; defining the terms “cloud computing” 110 

and “health care provider”; requiring that certain 111 

information held by health care providers that utilize 112 

certified electronic health record technology be 113 

maintained in the continental United States; providing 114 

applicability; amending s. 408.810, F.S.; requiring a 115 

licensee to sign a specified affidavit upon initial 116 
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application for a license and any renewal 117 

applications; authorizing disciplinary action by the 118 

Agency for Health Care Administration; prohibiting a 119 

person or entity that possesses a controlling interest 120 

from holding an interest in certain entities; 121 

providing definitions; amending s. 836.05, F.S.; 122 

providing enhanced criminal penalties for threatening 123 

a person while acting as a foreign agent with the 124 

intent of benefiting a foreign country of concern; 125 

providing an effective date. 126 

  127 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 128 

 129 

Section 1. Section 287.138, Florida Statutes, is created to 130 

read: 131 

287.138 Contracting with entities of foreign countries of 132 

concern prohibited.— 133 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 134 

(a) “Controlling interest” means possession of the power to 135 

direct or cause the direction of the management or policies of a 136 

company, whether through ownership of securities, by contract, 137 

or otherwise. A person or entity that directly or indirectly has 138 

the right to vote 25 percent or more of the voting interests of 139 

the company or is entitled to 25 percent or more of its profits 140 

is presumed to possess a controlling interest. 141 

(b) “Department” means the Department of Management 142 

Services. 143 

(c) “Foreign country of concern” means the People’s 144 

Republic of China, the Russian Federation, the Islamic Republic 145 
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of Iran, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Republic 146 

of Cuba, the Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro, or the Syrian 147 

Arab Republic, including any agency of or any other entity of 148 

significant control of such foreign country of concern. 149 

(d) “Governmental entity” means any state, county, 150 

district, authority, or municipal officer, department, division, 151 

board, bureau, commission, or other separate unit of government 152 

created or established by law including, but not limited to, the 153 

Commission on Ethics, the Public Service Commission, the Office 154 

of Public Counsel, and any other public or private agency, 155 

person, partnership, corporation, or business entity acting on 156 

behalf of any public agency. 157 

(2) A governmental entity may not knowingly enter into a 158 

contract with an entity which would give access to an 159 

individual’s personal identifying information if: 160 

(a) The entity is owned by the government of a foreign 161 

country of concern; 162 

(b) The government of a foreign country of concern has a 163 

controlling interest in the entity; or 164 

(c) The entity is organized under the laws of or has its 165 

principal place of business in a foreign country of concern. 166 

(3) Beginning July 1, 2025, a governmental entity may not 167 

extend or renew a contract with an entity listed in paragraphs 168 

(2)(a)-(c) if the contract would give such entity access to an 169 

individual’s personal identifying information. 170 

(4)(a) Beginning January 1, 2024, a governmental entity may 171 

not accept a bid on, a proposal for, or a reply to, or enter 172 

into, a contract with an entity which would grant the entity 173 

access to an individual’s personal identifying information 174 
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unless the entity provides the governmental entity with an 175 

affidavit signed by an officer or representative of the entity 176 

under penalty of perjury attesting that the entity does not meet 177 

any of the criteria in paragraphs (2)(a)-(c). 178 

(b) Beginning July 1, 2025, when an entity extends or 179 

renews a contract with a governmental entity which would grant 180 

the entity access to an individual’s personal identifying 181 

information, the entity must provide the governmental entity 182 

with an affidavit signed by an officer or representative of the 183 

entity under penalty of perjury attesting that the entity does 184 

not meet any of the criteria in paragraphs (2)(a)-(c). 185 

(5) The Attorney General may bring a civil action in any 186 

court of competent jurisdiction against an entity that violates 187 

this section. Violations of this section may result in: 188 

(a) A civil penalty equal to twice the amount of the 189 

contract for which the entity submitted a bid or proposal for, 190 

replied to, or entered into; 191 

(b) Ineligibility to enter into, renew, or extend any 192 

contract, including any grant agreements, with any governmental 193 

entity for up to 5 years; 194 

(c) Ineligibility to receive or renew any license, 195 

certification, or credential issued by a governmental entity for 196 

up to 5 years; and 197 

(d) Placement on the suspended vendor list pursuant to s. 198 

287.1351. 199 

(6) Any penalties collected under subsection (5) must be 200 

deposited into the General Revenue Fund. 201 

(7) The department shall adopt rules to implement this 202 

section, including rules establishing the form for the affidavit 203 
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required under subsection (4). 204 

Section 2. Section 288.007, Florida Statutes, is created to 205 

read: 206 

288.007 Economic incentives to foreign countries of concern 207 

prohibited.— 208 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 209 

(a) “Controlled by” means having possession of the power to 210 

direct or cause the direction of the management or policies of a 211 

company, whether through ownership of securities, by contract, 212 

or otherwise. A person or entity that directly or indirectly has 213 

the right to vote 25 percent or more of the voting interests of 214 

the company or that is entitled to 25 percent or more of its 215 

profits is presumed to control the foreign entity. 216 

(b) “Economic incentive” means all programs administered 217 

by, or for which an applicant for the program must seek 218 

certification, approval, or other action by, the department 219 

under this chapter, chapter 212, or chapter 220; and all local 220 

economic development programs, grants, or financial benefits 221 

administered by a political subdivision or an agent thereof. 222 

(c) “Foreign country of concern” has the same meaning as in 223 

s. 692.201. 224 

(d) “Foreign entity” means an entity that is: 225 

1. Owned or controlled by the government of a foreign 226 

country of concern; or 227 

2. A partnership, association, corporation, organization, 228 

or other combination of persons organized under the laws of or 229 

having its principal place of business in a foreign country of 230 

concern. 231 

(e) “Government entity” means a state agency, a political 232 
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subdivision, or any other public or private agency, person, 233 

partnership, corporation, or business entity acting on behalf of 234 

any public agency. 235 

(2) A government entity may not knowingly enter into an 236 

agreement or contract for an economic incentive with a foreign 237 

entity. 238 

(3) Before providing any economic incentive, a government 239 

entity must require the recipient or applicant to provide the 240 

government entity with an affidavit signed under penalty of 241 

perjury attesting that the recipient or applicant is not a 242 

foreign entity. 243 

(4) The department shall adopt rules to administer this 244 

section, including rules establishing the form for the affidavit 245 

required under subsection (3). 246 

Section 3. The Division of Law Revision is directed to 247 

create part III of chapter 692, Florida Statutes, consisting of 248 

ss. 692.201, 692.202, 692.203, and 692.204, Florida Statutes, to 249 

be entitled “Conveyances to Foreign Entities.” 250 

Section 4. Section 692.201, Florida Statutes, is created to 251 

read: 252 

692.201 Definitions.—As used in this part, the term: 253 

(1) “Agricultural land” means land classified as 254 

agricultural under s. 193.461. 255 

(2) “Critical infrastructure facility” means any of the 256 

following, if it employs measures such as fences, barriers, or 257 

guard posts that are designed to exclude unauthorized persons: 258 

(a) A chemical manufacturing facility. 259 

(b) A refinery. 260 

(c) An electrical power plant as defined in s. 403.031(20), 261 
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including a substation, switching station, electrical control 262 

center, or electric transmission or distribution facility. 263 

(d) A water intake structure, water treatment facility, 264 

wastewater treatment plant, or pump station. 265 

(e) A natural gas transmission compressor station. 266 

(f) A liquid natural gas terminal or storage facility. 267 

(g) A telecommunications central switching office. 268 

(h) An inland port or other facility or group of facilities 269 

serving as a point of intermodal transfer of freight in a 270 

specific area physically separated from a seaport. 271 

(i) A gas processing plant, including a plant used in the 272 

processing, treatment, or fractionation of natural gas. 273 

(j) A seaport as listed in s. 311.09. 274 

(k) A spaceport territory as defined in s. 331.303(18). 275 

(3) “Foreign country of concern” means the People’s 276 

Republic of China, the Russian Federation, the Islamic Republic 277 

of Iran, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Republic 278 

of Cuba, the Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro, or the Syrian 279 

Arab Republic, including any agency of or any other entity of 280 

significant control of such foreign country of concern. 281 

(4) “Foreign principal” means: 282 

(a) The government or any official of the government of a 283 

foreign country of concern; 284 

(b) A political party or member of a political party or any 285 

subdivision of a political party in a foreign country of 286 

concern; 287 

(c) A partnership, association, corporation, organization, 288 

or other combination of persons organized under the laws of or 289 

having its principal place of business in a foreign country of 290 
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concern; or 291 

(d) Any person who is domiciled in a foreign country of 292 

concern and is not a citizen of the United States. 293 

(5) “Military installation” has the same meaning as in 10 294 

U.S.C. s. 2801(c)(4) and includes an armory as defined in s. 295 

250.01. 296 

(6) “Real property” means land, buildings, fixtures, and 297 

all other improvements to land. 298 

Section 5. Section 692.202, Florida Statutes, is created to 299 

read: 300 

692.202 Purchase of agricultural land by foreign principals 301 

prohibited.— 302 

(1) A foreign principal may not directly or indirectly own 303 

or acquire by purchase, grant, devise, or descent agricultural 304 

land or any interest in such land in the state. This prohibition 305 

does not apply to a foreign principal that acquires agricultural 306 

land for a diplomatic purpose that is recognized, acknowledged, 307 

or allowed by the Federal Government. 308 

(2) A foreign principal that directly or indirectly owns or 309 

acquires agricultural land or any interest in such land in the 310 

state before July 1, 2023, may continue to own or hold such land 311 

or interest, but may not purchase or otherwise acquire by grant, 312 

devise, or descent any additional agricultural land or interest 313 

in such land in the state. 314 

(3)(a) A foreign principal that directly or indirectly owns 315 

or acquires agricultural land or any interest in such land in 316 

the state before July 1, 2023, must register with the Department 317 

of Agriculture and Consumer Services by January 1, 2024. The 318 

department must establish a form for such registration, which, 319 

Florida Senate - 2023 SB 264 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

14-01842F-23 2023264__ 

 Page 12 of 25  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

at minimum, must include all of the following: 320 

1. The name of the owner of the agricultural land or the 321 

owner of the interest in such land. 322 

2. The address of the agricultural land, the property 323 

appraiser’s parcel identification number, and the property’s 324 

legal description. 325 

3. The number of acres of the agricultural land. 326 

(b) A foreign principal that fails to timely file a 327 

registration with the department is subject to a civil penalty 328 

of $1,000 for each day that the registration is late. The 329 

department may place a lien against the unregistered 330 

agricultural land for the unpaid balance of any penalties 331 

assessed under this paragraph. 332 

(4) A foreign principal that acquires agricultural land on 333 

or after July 1, 2023, by devise or descent, through the 334 

enforcement of security interests, or through the collection of 335 

debts must sell, transfer, or otherwise divest itself of the 336 

agricultural land within 2 years after acquiring the 337 

agricultural land. 338 

(5) At the time of purchase, a buyer of agricultural land 339 

or an interest in such land must provide an affidavit signed 340 

under penalty of perjury attesting to compliance with this 341 

section. The failure to obtain or maintain the affidavit does 342 

not affect the title or insurability of the title for the 343 

agricultural land. The Florida Real Estate Commission shall 344 

adopt rules to implement this subsection, including rules 345 

establishing the form for the affidavit required under this 346 

subsection. 347 

(6)(a) The agricultural land or an interest in such land 348 
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that is owned or acquired in violation of this section may be 349 

forfeited to the state. 350 

(b) The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services may 351 

initiate a civil action in the circuit court of the county in 352 

which the property lies for the forfeiture of the agricultural 353 

land or any interest therein. 354 

(c) Upon filing such action, the clerk must record a lis 355 

pendens in accordance with s. 48.23. The court must advance the 356 

cause on the calendar. The defendant may at any time petition to 357 

modify or discharge the lis pendens based upon a finding that 358 

there is no probable cause to believe that the agricultural 359 

land, or any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of 360 

this section. 361 

(d) If the court finds that the agricultural land, or any 362 

portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of this section, 363 

the court must enter a final judgment of forfeiture vesting 364 

title to the agricultural land in the state, subject only to the 365 

rights and interests of bona fide lienholders, and such final 366 

judgment relates back to the date of the lis pendens. 367 

(e) The department may sell the agricultural land subject 368 

to a final judgment of forfeiture. Any proceeds from the sale 369 

must first be paid to any lienholders of the land, followed by 370 

payment of any outstanding fines assessed pursuant to this 371 

section, after which the department must be reimbursed for all 372 

costs related to the forfeiture civil action and any costs 373 

related to the sale of the land. Any remaining proceeds must be 374 

paid to the property owner. 375 

(f) At any time during the forfeiture proceeding the 376 

department may seek an ex parte order of seizure of the 377 
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agricultural land upon a showing that the defendant’s control of 378 

the agricultural land constitutes a clear and present danger to 379 

the state. 380 

(7) A foreign principal that purchases or acquires 381 

agricultural land or any interest therein in violation of this 382 

section commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable 383 

as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 384 

(8) A person who knowingly sells agricultural land or any 385 

interest therein in violation of this section commits a 386 

misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 387 

775.082 or s. 775.083. 388 

(9) The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 389 

shall adopt rules to implement this section. 390 

Section 6. Section 692.203, Florida Statutes, is created to 391 

read: 392 

692.203 Purchase of real property around military 393 

installations and critical infrastructure facilities by foreign 394 

principals prohibited.— 395 

(1) A foreign principal may not directly or indirectly own 396 

or acquire by purchase, grant, devise, or descent any interest 397 

in real property within 20 miles of any military installation or 398 

critical infrastructure facility in the state. This prohibition 399 

does not apply to a foreign principal that acquires real 400 

property for a diplomatic purpose that is recognized, 401 

acknowledged, or allowed by the Federal Government. 402 

(2) A foreign principal that directly or indirectly owns or 403 

acquires any interest in real property within 20 miles of any 404 

military installation or critical infrastructure facility in the 405 

state before July 1, 2023, may continue to own or hold such real 406 
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property, but may not purchase or otherwise acquire by grant, 407 

devise, or descent any additional real property within 20 miles 408 

of any military installation or critical infrastructure facility 409 

in the state. 410 

(3)(a) A foreign principal that owns or acquires real 411 

property within 20 miles of any military installation or 412 

critical infrastructure facility in the state before July 1, 413 

2023, must register with the Department of Economic Opportunity 414 

by January 1, 2024. The department must establish a form for 415 

such registration which, at a minimum, must include all of the 416 

following: 417 

1. The name of the owner of the real property. 418 

2. The address of the real property, the property 419 

appraiser’s parcel identification number, and the property’s 420 

legal description. 421 

(b) A foreign principal that fails to timely file a 422 

registration with the department is subject to a civil penalty 423 

of $1,000 for each day that the registration is late. The 424 

department may place a lien against the unregistered real 425 

property for the unpaid balance of any penalties assessed under 426 

this paragraph. 427 

(4) A foreign principal that acquires real property or any 428 

interest therein which is within 20 miles of any military 429 

installation or critical infrastructure facility in the state on 430 

or after July 1, 2023, by devise or descent, through the 431 

enforcement of security interests, or through the collection of 432 

debts must sell, transfer, or otherwise divest itself of such 433 

real property within 2 years after acquiring the real property. 434 

(5) At the time of purchase, a buyer of real property that 435 
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is located within 20 miles of any military installation or 436 

critical infrastructure facility in the state must provide an 437 

affidavit signed under penalty of perjury attesting to 438 

compliance with this section. The failure to obtain or maintain 439 

the affidavit does not affect the title or insurability of the 440 

title for the real property. The Florida Real Estate Commission 441 

shall adopt rules to implement this subsection, including rules 442 

establishing the form for the affidavit required under this 443 

subsection. 444 

(6)(a) If any real property is owned or acquired in 445 

violation of this section, the real property may be forfeited to 446 

the state. 447 

(b) The Department of Economic Opportunity may initiate a 448 

civil action in the circuit court of the county in which the 449 

property lies for the forfeiture of the real property or any 450 

interest therein. 451 

(c) Upon filing such action, the clerk must record a lis 452 

pendens in accordance with s. 48.23. The court must advance the 453 

cause on the calendar. The defendant may at any time petition to 454 

modify or discharge the lis pendens based upon a finding that 455 

there is no probable cause to believe that the real property, or 456 

any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of this 457 

section. 458 

(d) If the court finds that the real property, or any 459 

portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of this section, 460 

the court must enter a final judgment of forfeiture vesting 461 

title to the real property in the state, subject only to the 462 

rights and interests of bona fide lienholders, and such final 463 

judgment relates back to the date of the lis pendens. 464 
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(e) The department may sell the real property subject to a 465 

final judgment of forfeiture. Any proceeds from the sale must 466 

first be paid to any lienholders of the land, followed by 467 

payment of any outstanding fines assessed pursuant to this 468 

section, after which the department must be reimbursed for all 469 

costs related to the forfeiture civil action and any costs 470 

related to the sale of the land. Any remaining proceeds must be 471 

paid to the property owner. 472 

(f) At any time during the forfeiture proceeding the 473 

department may seek an ex parte order of seizure of the real 474 

property upon a showing that the defendant’s control of the real 475 

property constitutes a clear and present danger to the state. 476 

(7) A foreign principal that purchases or acquires real 477 

property or any interest therein in violation of this section 478 

commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as 479 

provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 480 

(8) A person who knowingly sells real property or any 481 

interest therein in violation of this section commits a 482 

misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 483 

775.082 or s. 775.083. 484 

(9) The Department of Economic Opportunity shall adopt 485 

rules to implement this section. 486 

Section 7. Section 692.204, Florida Statutes, is created to 487 

read: 488 

692.204 Purchase or acquisition of real property by the 489 

People’s Republic of China prohibited.— 490 

(1)(a) The following persons or entities may not directly 491 

or indirectly own or acquire by purchase, grant, devise, or 492 

descent any interest in real property in the state: 493 
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1. The People’s Republic of China, the Chinese Communist 494 

Party, or any official or member of the People’s Republic of 495 

China or the Chinese Communist Party. 496 

2. Any other political party or member of a political party 497 

or a subdivision of a political party in the People’s Republic 498 

of China. 499 

3. A partnership, an association, a corporation, an 500 

organization, or any other combination of persons organized 501 

under the laws of or having its principal place of business in 502 

the People’s Republic of China. 503 

4. Any person who is domiciled in the People’s Republic of 504 

China and who is not a citizen of the United States. 505 

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to a person or entity of 506 

the People’s Republic of China that acquires real property for a 507 

diplomatic purpose that is recognized, acknowledged, or allowed 508 

by the Federal Government. 509 

(2) A person or entity described in paragraph (1)(a) that 510 

directly or indirectly owns or acquires any interest in real 511 

property in the state before July 1, 2023, may continue to own 512 

or hold such real property, but may not purchase or otherwise 513 

acquire by grant, devise, or descent any additional real 514 

property in the state. 515 

(3)(a) A person or entity described in paragraph (1)(a) 516 

that owns or acquires real property in the state before July 1, 517 

2023, must register with the Department of Economic Opportunity 518 

by January 1, 2024. The department must establish a form for 519 

such registration which, at a minimum, must include all of the 520 

following: 521 

1. The name of the owner of the real property. 522 
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2. The address of the real property, the property 523 

appraiser’s parcel identification number, and the property’s 524 

legal description. 525 

(b) A person or entity that fails to timely file a 526 

registration with the department is subject to a civil penalty 527 

of $1,000 for each day that the registration is late. The 528 

department may place a lien against the unregistered real 529 

property for the unpaid balance of any penalties assessed under 530 

this paragraph. 531 

(4) A person or entity that acquires real property in the 532 

state on or after July 1, 2023, by devise or descent, through 533 

the enforcement of security interests, or through the collection 534 

of debts must sell, transfer, or otherwise divest itself of such 535 

real property within 2 years after acquiring the real property 536 

unless the person or entity is exempt under paragraph (1)(b). 537 

(5) At the time of purchase, a buyer of real property in 538 

the state must provide an affidavit signed under penalty of 539 

perjury attesting to compliance with this section. The failure 540 

to obtain or maintain the affidavit does not affect the title or 541 

insurability of the title for the real property. The Florida 542 

Real Estate Commission shall adopt rules to implement this 543 

subsection, including rules establishing the form for the 544 

affidavit required under this subsection. 545 

(6)(a) If any real property is owned or acquired in 546 

violation of this section, the real property may be forfeited to 547 

the state. 548 

(b) The Department of Economic Opportunity may initiate a 549 

civil action in the circuit court of the county in which the 550 

property lies for the forfeiture of the real property or any 551 
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interest therein. 552 

(c) Upon filing such action, the clerk must record a lis 553 

pendens in accordance with s. 48.23. The court must advance the 554 

cause on the calendar. The defendant may at any time petition to 555 

modify or discharge the lis pendens based upon a finding that 556 

there is no probable cause to believe that the real property, or 557 

any portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of this 558 

section. 559 

(d) If the court finds that the real property, or any 560 

portion thereof, is owned or held in violation of this section, 561 

the court must enter a final judgment of forfeiture vesting 562 

title to the real property in the state, subject only to the 563 

rights and interests of bona fide lienholders, and such final 564 

judgment relates back to the date of the lis pendens. 565 

(e) The department may sell the real property subject to a 566 

final judgment of forfeiture. Any proceeds from the sale must 567 

first be paid to any lienholders of the land, followed by 568 

payment of any outstanding fines assessed pursuant to this 569 

section, after which the department must be reimbursed for all 570 

costs related to the forfeiture civil action and any costs 571 

related to the sale of the land. Any remaining proceeds must be 572 

paid to the property owner. 573 

(f) At any time during the forfeiture proceeding the 574 

department may seek an ex parte order of seizure of the real 575 

property upon a showing that the defendant’s control of the real 576 

property constitutes a clear and present danger to the state. 577 

(7) A violation of this section constitutes a felony of the 578 

third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, 579 

or s. 775.084. 580 
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(8) A person who sells real property or any interest 581 

therein in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of 582 

the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 583 

775.083. 584 

(9) The Department of Economic Opportunity shall adopt 585 

rules to implement this section. 586 

Section 8. Present subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section 587 

408.051, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (4), 588 

(5), and (6), respectively, a new subsection (3) is added to 589 

that section, and subsection (2) of that section is reordered 590 

and amended, to read: 591 

408.051 Florida Electronic Health Records Exchange Act.— 592 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term: 593 

(a) “Electronic health record” means a record of a person’s 594 

medical treatment which is created by a licensed health care 595 

provider and stored in an interoperable and accessible digital 596 

format. 597 

(i)(b) “Qualified electronic health record” means an 598 

electronic record of health-related information concerning an 599 

individual which includes patient demographic and clinical 600 

health information, such as medical history and problem lists, 601 

and which has the capacity to provide clinical decision support, 602 

to support physician order entry, to capture and query 603 

information relevant to health care quality, and to exchange 604 

electronic health information with, and integrate such 605 

information from, other sources. 606 

(b)(c) “Certified electronic health record technology” 607 

means a qualified electronic health record that is certified 608 

pursuant to s. 3001(c)(5) of the Public Health Service Act as 609 
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meeting standards adopted under s. 3004 of such act which are 610 

applicable to the type of record involved, such as an ambulatory 611 

electronic health record for office-based physicians or an 612 

inpatient hospital electronic health record for hospitals. 613 

(c) “Cloud computing” has the same meaning as in s. 614 

282.0041. 615 

(d) “Health care provider” means any of the following: 616 

1. A provider as defined in s. 408.803. 617 

2. A health care practitioner as defined in s. 456.001. 618 

3. A health care professional certified under part IV of 619 

chapter 468. 620 

4. A home health aide as defined in s. 400.462. 621 

5. A service provider as defined in s. 394.455 and the 622 

service provider’s clinical and nonclinical staff who provide 623 

inpatient or outpatient services. 624 

6. A continuing care facility licensed under chapter 651. 625 

7. A pharmacy permitted under chapter 465. 626 

(e)(d) “Health record” means any information, recorded in 627 

any form or medium, which relates to the past, present, or 628 

future health of an individual for the primary purpose of 629 

providing health care and health-related services. 630 

(f)(e) “Identifiable health record” means any health record 631 

that identifies the patient or with respect to which there is a 632 

reasonable basis to believe the information can be used to 633 

identify the patient. 634 

(g)(f) “Patient” means an individual who has sought, is 635 

seeking, is undergoing, or has undergone care or treatment in a 636 

health care facility or by a health care provider. 637 

(h)(g) “Patient representative” means a parent of a minor 638 
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patient, a court-appointed guardian for the patient, a health 639 

care surrogate, or a person holding a power of attorney or 640 

notarized consent appropriately executed by the patient granting 641 

permission to a health care facility or health care provider to 642 

disclose the patient’s health care information to that person. 643 

In the case of a deceased patient, the term also means the 644 

personal representative of the estate of the deceased patient; 645 

the deceased patient’s surviving spouse, surviving parent, or 646 

surviving adult child; the parent or guardian of a surviving 647 

minor child of the deceased patient; the attorney for the 648 

patient’s surviving spouse, parent, or adult child; or the 649 

attorney for the parent or guardian of a surviving minor child. 650 

(3) SECURITY AND STORAGE OF PERSONAL MEDICAL INFORMATION.—651 

In addition to the requirements in 45 C.F.R. part 160 and 652 

subparts A and C of part 164, a health care provider that 653 

utilizes certified electronic health record technology must 654 

ensure that all patient information stored in an offsite 655 

physical or virtual environment, including through a third-party 656 

or subcontracted computing facility or an entity providing cloud 657 

computing services, is physically maintained in the continental 658 

United States. This subsection applies to all qualified 659 

electronic health records that are stored using any technology 660 

that can allow information to be electronically retrieved, 661 

accessed, or transmitted. 662 

Section 9. Subsections (14) and (15) are added to section 663 

408.810, Florida Statutes, to read: 664 

408.810 Minimum licensure requirements.—In addition to the 665 

licensure requirements specified in this part, authorizing 666 

statutes, and applicable rules, each applicant and licensee must 667 
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comply with the requirements of this section in order to obtain 668 

and maintain a license. 669 

(14) The licensee must sign an affidavit at the time of his 670 

or her initial application for a license and on any renewal 671 

applications thereafter that attests under penalty of perjury 672 

that he or she is in compliance with s. 408.051(3). The licensee 673 

must remain in compliance with s. 408.051(3) or the licensee 674 

shall be subject to disciplinary action by the agency. 675 

(15)(a) The licensee must ensure that a person or entity 676 

who possesses a controlling interest does not hold, either 677 

directly or indirectly, regardless of ownership structure, an 678 

interest in an entity that has a business relationship with a 679 

foreign country of concern or that is subject to s. 287.135. 680 

(b) For purposes of this subsection, the term: 681 

1. “Business relationship” means engaging in commerce in 682 

any form, including, but not limited to, acquiring, developing, 683 

maintaining, owning, selling, possessing, leasing, or operating 684 

equipment, facilities, personnel, products, services, personal 685 

property, real property, military equipment, or any other 686 

apparatus of business or commerce. 687 

2. “Foreign country of concern” has the same meaning as in 688 

s. 692.201. 689 

3. “Interest” has the same meaning as in s. 286.101(1). 690 

Section 10. Section 836.05, Florida Statutes, is amended to 691 

read: 692 

836.05 Threats; extortion.— 693 

(1) Whoever, either verbally or by a written or printed 694 

communication, maliciously threatens to accuse another of any 695 

crime or offense, or by such communication maliciously threatens 696 
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an injury to the person, property or reputation of another, or 697 

maliciously threatens to expose another to disgrace, or to 698 

expose any secret affecting another, or to impute any deformity 699 

or lack of chastity to another, with intent thereby to extort 700 

money or any pecuniary advantage whatsoever, or with intent to 701 

compel the person so threatened, or any other person, to do any 702 

act or refrain from doing any act against his or her will, 703 

commits shall be guilty of a felony of the second degree, 704 

punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 705 

(2) A person who commits a violation of subsection (1) and 706 

at the time of the violation is acting as a foreign agent, as 707 

defined in s. 812.081(1), with the intent of benefiting a 708 

foreign country of concern, as defined in s. 692.201, commits a 709 

felony of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 710 

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 711 

Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 712 
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Chair Yarborough, 

 

I respectfully request that SB264- Interests of Foreign Countries be placed on the next available 

agenda for the Judiciary Committee. This bill is crucial for keeping Florida land from foreign 

adversaries. 

 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact my office. Thank you in 

advance for your consideration. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 
 

Jay Collins 

Senator, District 14 

 

CC:  Tom Cibula, Staff Director 

Lisa Larson, Committee Administrative Assistant 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

AMENDMENTS - Significant amendments were recommended 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 236 makes the following changes to Florida’s civil justice system: 

 Provides that a contingency fee multiplier for an attorney fee award is appropriate only in a 

rare and exceptional circumstance, adopting the federal standard. 

 Reduces the statute of limitations for general negligence cases from 4 years to 2 years. 

 Modifies Florida’s “bad faith” framework to: 

o Provide an insurer has no liability for bad faith failure to settle a liability claim if the 

insurer tenders the lesser of the policy limits or the amount demanded by the claimant 

before a complaint is filed, or within 90 days after service of the complaint. 

o Provide that negligence alone is not enough to demonstrate bad faith. 

o Require insureds, claimants, and their representatives to act in good faith with respect to 

furnishing information, making demands, setting deadlines, and attempting to settle the 

insurance claim. 

o Allow an insurer, if there are multiple claimants in a single action, to limit the insurer’s 

bad faith liability by paying the total amount of the policy limits at the outset to the court 

through an interpleader action or, through binding arbitration, making the entire policy 

limits available for payment to the competing third-party claimants. 

 Provides a uniform process for the admissibility and the calculation of medical damages in 

personal injury or wrongful death actions. These changes modify the collateral source rule in 

a way that requires parties to present to the finder of fact evidence of actual medical costs or 

evidence that better approximates medical costs that may be incurred by a claimant.  

REVISED:  3/14/23       
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 Requires the trier of fact in a negligent security action against the owner, lessor, operator, or 

manager of commercial or real property brought by a person lawfully on the property who 

was injured by the criminal act of a third party, to consider the fault of all persons who 

contributed to the injury. 

 Applies the offer of judgment statute to any civil action involving an insurance contract. 

 Except for causes of action for personal injury or wrongful death arising out of medical 

negligence, changes Florida’s comparative negligence system from a “pure” comparative 

negligence system to a “modified” comparative negligence system, whereby a plaintiff who 

is found to be more that 50 percent at fault for his or her own harm may not recover damages 

from any defendant. 

 Repeals Florida’s one-way attorney fee provisions for insurance cases. 

 Provides that the amendment to the statute of limitation for negligence actions applies 

prospectively to causes of action accruing after the effective date of the bill, that the 

remainder of the bill applies to causes of action filed after the effective date, and that the bill 

shall not be construed to impair any right under an existing insurance contract. 

 

The bill takes effect upon becoming a law. 

II. Present Situation: 

Torts: Negligence, Elements, and Standards 

A tort is a civil legal action to recover damages for a loss, injury, or death due to the conduct of 

another. Some have characterized a tort as a civil wrong, other than a claim for breach of 

contract, in which a remedy is provided through damages.1 When a plaintiff files a tort claim, he 

or she alleges that the defendant’s “negligence” caused the injury. Negligence means “doing 

something that a reasonably careful person would not do” in a similar situation or “failing to do 

something that a reasonably careful person would do” in a similar situation.2 When a plaintiff 

seeks to recover damages for a personal injury and alleges that the injury was caused by the 

defendant’s negligence, the plaintiff bears the legal burden of proving that the defendant’s 

alleged action was a breach of the duty that the defendant owed to the plaintiff.3  

 

Negligence Pleadings 

To establish a claim for relief and initiate a negligence lawsuit, a plaintiff must file a 

“complaint.” The complaint must state a cause of action and contain: a short and plain statement 

establishing the court’s jurisdiction, a short and plain statement of the facts showing why the 

plaintiff is entitled to relief, and a demand for judgment for relief that the plaintiff deems himself 

or herself entitled. The defendant responds with an “answer,” and provides in short and plain 

terms the defenses to each claim asserted, admitting or denying the averments in response.4 

                                                 
1 BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY (11th ed. 2019). 
2 Fla. Std. Jury Instr. Civil 401.3, Negligence. 
3 Florida is a comparative negligence jurisdiction as provided in s. 768.81(2), F.S. In lay terms, if a plaintiff and defendant are 

both at fault, a plaintiff may still recover damages, but those damages are reduced proportionately by the degree that the 

plaintiff’s negligence caused the injury.  
4 Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.110. 
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Under the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, allegations of fraud, mistake, and a denial of 

performance or occurrence must be pled with “particularity.”5 

 

Four Elements of a Negligence Claim 

To establish liability, the plaintiff must prove four elements: 

 Duty – That the defendant owed a duty, or obligation, of care to the plaintiff; 

 Breach – That the defendant breached that duty by not conforming to the standard required; 

 Causation – That the breach of the duty was the legal cause of the plaintiff’s injury; and 

 Damages – That the plaintiff suffered actual harm or loss.6 

 

Burden or Standard of Proof 

A “burden of proof” is the obligation a party bears to prove a material fact. The “standard of 

proof” is the level or degree to which an issue must be proved.7 The plaintiff carries the burden 

of proving, by a specific legal standard, that the defendant breached the duty that was owed to 

the plaintiff that resulted in the injury. In civil cases, two standards of proof generally apply:  

 The “greater weight of the evidence” standard, which applies most often in civil cases, or  

 The “clear and convincing evidence” standard, which is a higher standard of proof.8 

 

However, both of these standards are lower than the “reasonable doubt” standard which is used 

in criminal prosecutions.9 Whether the greater weight standard or clear and convincing standard 

applies is determined by case law or the statutes that govern the underlying substantive issues.10 

 

Greater Weight of the Evidence 

The greater weight of the evidence standard of proof means “the more persuasive and convincing 

force and effect of the entire evidence in the case.”11 Some people explain the “greater weight of 

the evidence” concept to mean that, if each party’s evidence is placed on a balance scale, the side 

that dips down, even by the smallest amount, has met the burden of proof by the greater weight 

of the evidence. 

 

Clear and Convincing 

The clear and convincing standard, a higher standard of proof than the greater weight of the 

evidence standard, requires that the evidence be credible and the facts which the witness testifies 

to must be remembered distinctly. The witness’s “testimony must be precise and explicit and the 

witnesses must be lacking in confusion as to the facts in issue.” The evidence must be so strong 

that it guides the trier of fact to a firm conviction, to which there is no hesitation, that the 

allegations are true.12 

 

                                                 
5 Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.120(b) and (c). 
6 6 Florida Practice Series s. 1.1; see Barnett v. Dept. of Fin. Serv., 303 So.3d 508, 513 (Fla. 2020). 
7 5 Fla. Prac. Civil Practice s. 16.1, (2020 ed.) . 
8 Id. 
9 Thomas D. Sawaya, Florida Personal Injury Law and Practice with Wrongful Death Actions, s. 24:4 (2020). 
10 5 Fla. Prac. Civil Practice s. 16.1 (2020 ed.). 
11 Fla. Std. Jury Instr. 401.3, Greater Weight of the Evidence. 
12 Slomowitz v. Walker, 429 So.2d 797, 800 (Fla. 4th DCA 1983) as discussed in the Sawaya treatise, supra at s. 24:4. 
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Standards of Care and Degrees of Negligence 

Courts have developed general definitions for the degrees of negligence.  

 

Slight Negligence 

Slight negligence is generally defined to mean the failure to exercise a great amount of care 

typical of an extraordinarily prudent person.13 

 

Ordinary Negligence 

Ordinary negligence, which is also referred to as simple negligence, is the standard of care 

applied to the vast majority of negligence cases. It is characterized as the conduct that a 

reasonable and prudent person would know could possibly cause injury to a person or property.14 

 

Gross Negligence 

Gross negligence means the failure of a person to exercise slight care. Florida courts have 

defined gross negligence as the type of conduct that a “reasonably prudent person knows will 

probably and most likely result in injury to another” person.15  

 

In order for a plaintiff to succeed on a claim involving gross negligence, he or she must prove: 

 Circumstances, which, when taken together, create a clear and present danger; 

 Awareness that the danger exists; and 

 A conscious voluntary act or omission to act that will likely result in an injury.16, 17 

 

Statute of Limitations 

A statute of limitation establishes a time limit for a plaintiff to file an action, or the case will be 

barred. “Statutes of limitations are designed to protect defendants from unusually long delays in 

the filing of lawsuits and to prevent prejudice to defendants from the unexpected enforcement of 

stale claims.”18 Similarly, statutes of limitations “are designed to promote justice by preventing 

surprises through the revival of claims that have been allowed to slumber until evidence has been 

lost, memories have faded, and witnesses have disappeared.”19 A statute of limitation begins to 

run when the cause of action accrues. A cause of action accrues when the last element 

constituting the cause of action occurs.20 In a personal injury action based on the negligent act of 

another, the last element occurs when the plaintiff is injured.21 In Florida, an action for a 

negligence claim must be brought within 4 years after the cause of action accrues.22 

 

                                                 
13 Sawaya, supra at s. 2:12. 
14 Id. 
15 Id. 
16 Id. 
17 Culpable negligence is a fourth degree of negligence but is not discussed in this analysis. 
18 Caduceus Properties, LLC, v. Graney, 137 So.3d 987, 992 (Fla. 2014) (citing Totura & Co. v. Williams, 754 So.2d 671, 

681 (Fla. 2000). 
19 Order of Railroad Telegraphers v. Railway Express Agency, 321 U.S. 342, 348-89 (1944).  
20 Section 95.031(1)(a), F.S. 
21 35 Fla. Jur 2d Limitations and Laches s. 65 (2020). 
22 Section 95.11(3)(a), F.S. 
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Florida's 4-year general statute of limitations for negligence action is unique. Only one state has 

a longer statute of limitations at 5 years, and Florida is the only state at 4 years. Many states are 

at 3 years, but the majority of states are at 2 years or less.23 

 

Statutory and Common Law Bad Faith Actions 

Insurance, Generally 

Insurance is a contract between an insurance company (“insurer”) and the insurance policy’s 

beneficiary (“the insured”), in which, for specified consideration called a “premium,” the insurer 

agrees to pay the insured or third-party claimants for covered losses.24 An insurer generally owes 

two significant contractual duties to its insured in exchange for premium payments: the duty to 

indemnify and the duty to defend.25  

 The “duty to indemnify” refers to the insurer’s obligation to issue payment to the insured on 

a valid claim.26 For example, an insured may purchase a policy requiring the insurer to repair 

or replace the insured’s vehicle in the event of a car accident. If a covered accident then 

occurs, causing the insured’s vehicle to be destroyed, the duty to indemnify requires the 

insurer to replace the insured’s vehicle. 

 The “duty to defend” refers to the insurer’s duty to defend the insured in court against a third 

party with respect to a covered claim.27 For example, an insured may purchase a liability 

policy in the event the insured causes a car accident and injures a third party. If a covered 

accident then occurs, causing injury to a third-party claimant who sues the insured, the duty 

to indemnify requires the insurer to defend the insured against the claimant’s lawsuit. 

 

Insurer’s Common Law and Statutory Duties 

Historically, damages in actions for breaches of insurance contracts were limited to those 

contemplated by the parties when they entered into the contract.28 As liability policies began to 

replace indemnity policies as the standard insurance policy form, courts recognized that insurers 

owed a duty to act in good faith towards their insureds.29 Florida courts for many years have 

recognized an additional duty that does not arise directly from the insurance contract, the 

common law duty of good faith on the part of an insurer to the insured in negotiating settlements 

with third-party claimants.30 The common law rule is that a third-party beneficiary who is not a 

formal party to a contract may sue for damages sustained as the result of the acts of one of the 

parties to the contract.31 This is known as a third-party claim of bad faith. At common law, the 

insured cannot raise a bad faith claim against the insurer outside of the third-party claim 

context.32 

 

                                                 
23 National Conference of State Legislatures, Negligence Statutes of Limitations, February 24, 2023 (on file with the Senate 

Committee on Judiciary). 
24 16 Williston on Contracts s. 49:103 (4th ed.). 
25 Id. 
26 Id. 
27 Id. 
28 Id. 
29 Id. 
30 See Auto. Mut. Indem. Co. v. Shaw, 184 So. 852 (Fla. 1938). 
31 See Thompson v. Commercial Union Insurance Company, 250 So.2d 259 (Fla. 1971). 
32 See Laforet, 658 So.2d at 58-59. 
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Florida’s bad faith law and jurisprudence were designed to hold insurers accountable for failing 

to fulfill their contractual obligation to indemnify the insured or beneficiary on a valid claim.33 

Florida recognizes two distinct bad faith causes of action that may be initiated against an insurer. 

The first recognized bad faith cause of action provides a third-party common law cause of action 

when an insurer fails in good faith to settle a third party’s claim against the insurer within policy 

limits and exposes the insured to liability in excess of his or her insurance coverage.34 Florida 

courts do not recognize a common law first-party bad faith cause of action by the insured against 

its own insurer.35 However, a first-party bad faith cause of action has been created by the 

Legislature.  

 

In 1982, the Legislature enacted s. 624.155, F.S. The statute recognizes a claim for bad faith 

against an insurer not only in the instance of settlement negotiations with a third party but also 

for an insured seeking payment from his or her own insurance company. Thus the section creates 

a first-party bad faith cause of action in Florida. Most property insurance claims are first-party 

claims36, and bad faith actions on such claims may proceed only pursuant to s. 624.155, F.S. 

Here, bad faith is defined as the commission of any of the following acts by the insurer that 

damages any person: 

 Violating certain provisions of the Florida Insurance Code such as specified provisions of the 

Unfair Insurance Trade Practices Act under s. 626.9541, F.S.; 

 Not attempting in good faith to settle claims when, under all the circumstances, it could and 

should have done so, had it acted fairly and honestly toward its insured with due regard for 

her or his interests; 

 Making claims payments to insureds or beneficiaries not accompanied by a statement setting 

forth the coverage under which payments are being made; or 

 Except as to liability coverages, failing to promptly settle claims, when the obligation to 

settle the claim has become reasonably clear, under one portion of the insurance policy 

coverage in order to influence settlements under other portions of the insurance policy 

coverage.37  

 

Florida courts have interpreted an insurer’s obligation to “act fairly” towards its insured, holding 

that when the insured’s liability is clear and an excess judgment38 is likely due to the resulting 

damage, the insurer has an affirmative duty to initiate settlement negotiations with third-party 

claimants.39 If settlement fails, the insurer has the burden of showing that there was no realistic 

possibility of settling the claim within the policy limits.40 However, failure to settle a claim, 

without more, does not necessarily mean that an insurer has acted in bad faith, as liability may be 

unclear or the damages may be minimal. Further, courts have generally indicated that merely 

                                                 
33 Harvey v. GEICO General Insurance Company, 259 So.3d 1, 6, (Fla. 2018) (quoting Berges v. Infinity Insurance 

Company, 896 So.2d 665, 682 (Fla. 2004)). 
34 Opperman v. Nationwide Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 515 So.2d 263, 265 (Fla. 5th DCA 1987). 
35 State Farm Mut. Auto. Ins. Co. v. Laforet, 658 So.2d 55, 58-59 (Fla. 1995). 
36 Homeowners insurance provides liability coverage, thus third-party litigation may occur under a property insurance policy. 
37 Section 624.155(1)(a) and (b), F.S. 
38 An “excess judgment” is a judgment in an amount over and above the insurance policy’s coverage limits, which amount is 

paid out of the insured’s own pocket. 
39 Powell v. Prudential Prop. and Cas. Ins. Co., 584 So.2d 12, 14 (Fla. 3d DCA 1991). 
40 Id. at 14. 
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negligently failing to settle a claim does not rise to the level of bad faith, though a jury may 

consider negligence in the larger context of whether bad faith occurred.41 

 

Damages available under an insurance contract are only those up to the policy limits, while 

damages available in a bad faith claim may be much higher, and may include: 

 Damages the plaintiff incurred due to the insurer’s bad faith conduct;42 

 Compensation for emotional distress, in certain circumstances;43 and  

 Punitive damages where the insurer’s bad faith conduct occurred with such frequency as to 

constitute a general business practice and such conduct was: 

o Willful, wanton, and malicious; 

o In reckless disregard for the rights of any insured; or 

o In reckless disregard for the rights of a beneficiary under a life insurance contract.44  

 

Presuit Notice to Initiate Bad Faith Litigation under s. 624.155, F.S. 

As a condition precedent to bringing a bad faith cause of action under s. 624.155, F.S., the 

insured must have provided the insurer and the Department of Financial Services at least 60 days 

written notice of the alleged violation.45 The 60-day window contemplated under s. 624.155, 

F.S., provides insurers with a final opportunity to comply with their claim-handling obligations 

when a good faith decision by the insurer would indicate that contractual benefits are owed.46 

The civil remedy notice must specify the following information: 

 The statutory provision, including the specific language of the statute, which the authorized 

insurer allegedly violated; 

 The facts and circumstance giving rise to the violation; 

 The name of any individual involved in the violation; 

 A reference to specific policy language that is relevant to the violation, if any. If the person 

bringing the civil action is a third-party claimant, the person is not required to reference the 

specific policy language if the authorized insurer has not provided a copy of the policy to the 

third party claimant pursuant to written request; and 

 A statement that the notice is given in order to perfect the right to pursue the civil remedy 

authorized under s. 624.155, F.S.47 

 

This notice requirement does not apply to bad faith actions that proceed under the common law.  

 

Response by the Insurer in Bad Faith Litigation  

If the insurer fails to respond to a civil remedy notice under s. 624.155, F.S., within the 60-day 

window, there is a presumption of bad faith sufficient to shift the burden to the insurer to show 

why it did not respond.48 No action shall lie if the insurer responds within 60 days of receipt of 

                                                 
41 See DeLaune v. Liberty Mut. Ins. Co., 314 So.2d 601, 603 (Fla. 4th DCA 1975). 
42 Section 624.155(4), F.S. 
43 Times Ins. Co., Inc. v. Burger, 712 So.2d 389 (Fla. 1998). 
44 Section 624.155(5), F.S. 
45 Section 624.155(3), F.S. 
46 See Talat Enterprises, Inc., v. Aetna Cas. and Sur. Co, 753 So.2d 1278, 1284 (Fla. 2000). 
47 Section 624.155(3)(b)(1)-(5), F.S. 
48 Fridman v. Safeco Ins. Co. of Illinois, 185 So.3d 1214, 1220, (Fla. 2016); Imhof v. Nationwide Mut. Ins. Co., 643 So.2d 

617, 619 (Fla 1994). 
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the civil remedy notice by either paying damages or correcting the circumstances giving rise to 

the claim.49  

 

Uncertainty about What Constitutes Bad Faith 

In Florida, the question of whether the insurer has committed “bad faith” is generally a question 

for the jury, but Florida law does not define what conduct constitutes bad faith. In Berges v. 

Infinity Ins. Co., the Florida Supreme Court noted that “the question of whether an insurer has 

acted in bad faith in handling claims against the insured is determined under the ‘totality of the 

circumstances’ standard . . . . Each case is determined on its own facts and ordinarily the 

question of failure to act in good faith with due regard for the interests of the insured is for the 

jury.”50  

 

Three dissenting justices in the Berges case indicated that the problem with presuming that bad 

faith is a jury question is that a jury may be prejudiced in favor of a sympathetic injured person, 

regardless of whether the insurer actually committed bad faith, as follows: 

 

What the jury knows in these cases is that there is a tragically and grievously injured victim, 

that the insured had very low limits of insurance, and that if the jury finds against the 

insurer, then all of the victim’s damages will be paid by the insurer. It is these very facts 

which are not allowed to be known by a jury in liability cases because of the known 

prejudicial influence these facts . . . have on jury verdicts.51 

 

Following the Berges decision, courts have noted that “[u]ntil there is a substantial change in the 

statutory scheme or the rationale explained in the majority opinion in Berges, however, juries 

will continue to render verdicts regarding an insurer’s alleged bad faith when the pertinent facts 

are in dispute.”52 In any event, the Berges decision made it more difficult for an insurer to 

resolve a third-party bad faith lawsuit through a motion for summary judgment, as such motions 

are decided by the court based on questions of law, and whether an insurer acted in bad faith is 

now, under Berges, almost always a question of fact. 

 

Statutory Bad Faith Actions against Property Insurers 

Section 624.1551, F.S., provides that bad faith litigation for failure to settle a property insurance 

claim may not be filed until after the insured has established through adverse adjudication by a 

court that the insurer breached the insurance contract and a final judgment or decree has been 

rendered against the insurer. The acceptance of an offer of judgment or the payment of an 

appraisal award does not constitute an adverse adjudication. The difference between an insurer's 

appraiser's final estimate and the appraisal award may be evidence of bad faith but is not 

considered an adverse adjudication and does not on its own give rise to a cause of action for bad 

faith. The provision applies to civil remedy actions based upon a property insurer: 

 Not attempting in good faith to settle claims when, under all the circumstances, it could and 

should have done so, had it acted fairly and honestly toward its insured and with due regard 

for his or her interests; 

                                                 
49 Id. 
50 Berges, 896 So.2d at 680. 
51 Id. at 686, n. 12 (Wells, J., dissenting).  
52 United Auto. Ins. Co. v. Estate of Levine ex rel. Howard, 87 So.3d 782, 788 (Fla. 3d DCA 2011). 
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 Making claims payments to insureds or beneficiaries not accompanied by a statement setting 

forth the coverage under which payments are being made; or 

 Except as to liability coverages, failing to promptly settle claims, when the obligation to 

settle a claim has become reasonably clear, under one portion of the insurance policy 

coverage in order to influence settlements under other portions of the insurance policy. 

 

Transparency in Damages  

Calculating Medical Damages 

In a typical negligence action, the jury is responsible for determining the amount of damages to 

the plaintiff. In such action, the plaintiff may seek to inform the jury of the plaintiff’s medical 

bills as evidence of the plaintiff’s medical damages. However, Florida law generally prohibits 

defendants from introducing evidence of amounts accepted by a plaintiff’s medical providers as 

evidence of the plaintiff’s medical costs.53 Whether a plaintiff’s medical bills, instead of amounts 

accepted as payment in full, are reasonable evidence of a plaintiff’s medical damages has 

become a matter of dispute because medical bills are often multiples of amounts typically 

accepted as payment in full.54  

 

Further complicating matters is the fact that medical providers often have significantly different 

rates for an identical procedure based on their contracts with an insurer, an accepted standard 

Medicare or Medicaid rate, or a negotiated discounted amount. Nonetheless, plaintiffs have an 

incentive to present large medical bills for past medical costs to a jury. Awards for past medical 

expenses influence awards for future medical costs and non-economic damages, including 

damages for pain and suffering.55 

 

Collateral Source Rule 

Under Florida law, a “collateral source” is any payment made to a claimant or on a claimant’s 

behalf by or pursuant to: 

 The United States Social Security Act, except Title XVIII and Title XIX; any federal, state, 

or local income disability act; or any other public programs providing medical expenses, 

disability payments, or other similar benefits, except those prohibited by federal law and 

those expressly excluded by law as collateral sources. 

 Any health, sickness, or income disability insurance; automobile accident insurance that 

provides health benefits or income disability coverage; and any other similar insurance 

benefits, except life insurance benefits available to the claimant, whether purchased by her or 

him or provided by others. 

 Any contract or agreement of any group, organization, partnership, or corporation to provide, 

pay for, or reimburse the costs of hospital, medical, dental, or other health care services. 

                                                 
53 Dial v. Calusa Palms Master Assn., Inc., 337 So.3d 1229, 1231-32 (Fla. 2022) (Polston, J. concurring). 
54 George A. Nation, III, Hospital Chargemaster Insanity: Heeling the Healers, 43 PEPP L. REV. 745 (2016) (stating that 

“[h]ospital list prices, contained in something called a chargemaster are insanely high, often running ten times the amount 

that hospitals routinely accept as full payment from insurers”). 
55 See Durse v. Henn, 68 So.3d 271, 275 (Fla. 4th DCA 2011). In Durse, the plaintiff argued that the admission of the full 

amount of his medical bills, not the amount accepted as payment in full, was necessary to establish the “value of future 

medical expenses and non-economic damages.” Id. Larger awards for past medical expenses would seem to promote larger 

awards for other types of damages. 
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 Any contractual or voluntary wage continuation plan provided by employers or by any other 

system intended to provide wages during a period of disability.56 

 

At common law, the collateral source rule did two things:  

 First, the rule ensured that a plaintiff could recover the full amount of damages suffered in a 

personal injury tort case. Under the rule, a court was prohibited from reducing the damages a 

plaintiff received by the benefits of collateral sources. As such, a plaintiff could recover the 

full value of the medical services billed, regardless of the amount that was actually paid for 

the services. 

 Second, the rule prohibited a defendant from introducing evidence of collateral sources at 

trial for fear that introduction of such evidence would confuse and mislead the jury.57  

 

Legislative Modification of the Collateral Source Rule 

In 1986, the Legislature enacted the Tort Reform and Insurance Act (“Act”) which modified the 

first prong of the collateral source rule.58 The Act created s. 768.76, F.S., requiring a court to 

reduce the amount of damages awarded to a plaintiff from all collateral sources, except where a 

subrogation or reimbursement right exists.59 For example, if a jury awards damages for past 

medical costs that were paid in full by the plaintiff’s health insurer, a court must reduce that 

award after the trial. 

 

Goble v. Froman, a 2005 Florida Supreme Court case,60 demonstrates how courts apply the Act 

in a case involving past paid medical damages. In Goble, the plaintiff’s medical providers billed 

him $574,554 for treatment. However, because his insurer had a preexisting fee schedule with 

the medical providers, the providers accepted $145,970, writing off more than $400,000. The 

plaintiff argued on appeal that the jury award of $574,554 should stand.  

 

The Second District Court of Appeal (DCA) disagreed, holding that the payments were collateral 

sources made on the claimant’s behalf subject to setoff under s. 768.76, F.S. 61 On appeal, the 

Florida Supreme Court agreed, finding that permitting a setoff for contractual discounts was 

consistent with the Legislature’s intent to reduce litigation costs when insurers are required to 

pay damages in excess of what an injured party actually incurred. Thus, the Act prevented the 

plaintiff from receiving a windfall of over $400,000 in “phantom damages.”62 

 

Even though the Act modified the first prong of the collateral source rule with respect to what 

damages a plaintiff could ultimately recover, the Act did not modify the second evidentiary 

prong of the rule. Accordingly, a plaintiff may still introduce into evidence the full amount of his 

or her medical bills; but a defendant may be prohibited from introducing the amounts paid and 

                                                 
56 Section 768.76(2)(a), F.S. 
57 Gormley v. GTE Prods. Corp., 587 So.2d 455, 458 (Fla. 1991).  
58 Chapter 86-160, s. 55, L.O.F.  
59 Section 768.76(1), F.S. 
60 Goble v. Frohman, 901 So.2d 830, 834 (Fla. 2005). 
61 Goble v. Frohman, 848 So.2d 406, 409 (Fla. 2d DCA 2003). 
62 See Goble, 901 So.2d at 834. 
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accepted in full satisfaction of those bills.63 As such, it is possible that the jury will not be 

informed of the actual amounts that were paid and accepted for a plaintiff’s medical care.64  

 

Letters of Protection 

A “letter of protection” is a written agreement between a plaintiff and a medical provider 

wherein the provider agrees to defer collection on the medical bill until the plaintiff recovers in a 

lawsuit; upon recovery from a lawsuit, the provider is then paid from the proceeds of the 

lawsuit.65 As such, a letter of protection may give the plaintiff’s medical provider a financial 

interest in the outcome of the litigation.66 If there is no favorable recovery, the client may remain 

liable to pay the medical bills.67  

 

Letters of protection have sometimes been criticized as reflecting inflated, inaccurate amounts 

for medical damages that are not reflective of the usual and customary billing practices in the 

medical community.68 Since a letter of protection is an agreement in which the provider agrees 

not to collect payment for services until litigation has ended, there may not yet be a “paid value” 

available to present to the jury for consideration.  

 

Admissibility of Evidence Showing an Attorney Referred a Client for Medical Treatment 

Florida’s Evidence Code recognizes that certain communications are “privileged,” and therefore 

may be confidential and not discoverable in a legal proceeding.69 One such privilege is the 

lawyer-client privilege, which provides that a communication between lawyer and client is 

“confidential” if it is not intended to be disclosed to other persons except those to whom 

disclosure is in furtherance of the rendition of legal services to the client, and those reasonably 

necessary for the transmission of the communication.70 The lawyer-client privilege does not 

apply to protect the communication when any of the following apply: 

 The services of the lawyer were sought or obtained to enable anyone to commit or plan to 

commit a crime or fraud. 

                                                 
63 Lance B. Stephan, Sticker Shock: Florida Juries Still Awarding Phantom Damages, 33 Trial Advoc. Q. 23 (Fall 2014). 
64 Instead of providing evidence of the amounts paid and accepted for the plaintiff’s care, the defense must generally 

introduce evidence of the reasonable value of the medical care. See Instruction 501.2b., Fla. Std. Jury Instr. (Civ.).  
65 Cf. Broward Outpatient Med. Ctr., LLC v. Fenstersheib Law Group, P.A., 307 So.3d 779, 780 (Fla. 4th DCA 2020) 

(quoting language from a letter of protection as follows: “[T]he attorney for the above [Plaintiff] (patient), does hereby agree 

to . . . withhold such sums from any settlement or judgment as may be necessary to adequately protect the above listed health 

care providers and to promptly pay such sums to them upon receipt of payment of any settlement or judgment without 

demand.”). 
66 See Carnival Corp. v. Jimenez, 112 So.3d 513, 520 (Fla. 2d DCA 2013) (“Undeniably, the existence of the letter of 

protection gave Dr. Smith a financial interest in the outcome of Ms. Jimenez’s personal injury action”). 
67 See Smith v. Geico Cas. Co., 127 So.3d 808, 812 n.2 (Fla. 2d DCA 2013) (quoting Caroline C. Pace, Tort Recovery for 

Medicare Beneficiaries: Procedures, Pitfalls and Potential Values, 49 Hous. Law 24, 27 (2012)). 
68 Cf. Worley v. Central Fla. Young Men’s Christian Ass’n, Inc., 228 So.3d 18, 24 (Fla. 2017) (“[A] Sea Spine employee 

testified during depositions that at the time of Worley’s treatment, its entire practice was based on patients treated pursuant to 

LOPs”); id. at 27 (Polston, J., dissenting) (“YMCA contends, and has throughout the litigation, that these providers’ bills are 

grossly inflated and do not reflect usual and customary billing practices within the medical community. Worley concedes that 

YMCA has sufficient evidence to argue that the medical bills [from the treating physicians in this case] are unreasonable”). 
69 See, e.g., s. 90.5015, F.S. (journalist’s privilege); s. 90.502, F.S. (lawyer-client privilege); s. 90.503, F.S. (psychotherapist-

patient privilege); s. 90.504, F.S. (husband-wife privilege); s. 90.505, F.S. (privilege with respect to communications to 

clergy). 
70 Section 90.502(1)(c), F.S. 
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 A communication is relevant to an issue between parties who claim through the same 

deceased client. 

 A communication is relevant to an issue of breach of duty by the lawyer to the client or by 

the client to the lawyer, arising from the lawyer-client relationship. 

 A communication is relevant to an issue concerning the intention or competence of a client 

executing an attested document to which the lawyer is an attesting witness, or concerning the 

execution or attestation of the document. 

 A communication is relevant to a matter of common interest between two or more clients if 

the communication was made by any of them to a lawyer retained or consulted in common 

when offered in a civil action between the clients or their successors in interest.71 

 

In 2017, the Florida Supreme Court decided Worley v. Central Florida YMCA,72 where the issue 

was whether a communication between an attorney and a client in which the attorney referred the 

client to a particular medical treatment provider was admissible in court. In that case, the 

plaintiff suffered an injury when she fell in the defendant’s parking lot. She subsequently went to 

the emergency room, where she was advised to see a knee pain specialist. The plaintiff 

ultimately retained an attorney, and only after she retained this attorney did she seek medical 

care from a particular orthopedic institute and other specified providers. Afterwards, the attorney 

filed suit on the plaintiff’s behalf against the defendant, seeking to recover damages, including 

the costs of her medical care from those medical providers.73  

 

During the litigation discovery process, the attorneys for the defendant sought to discover the 

nature of the relationship between the plaintiff’s law firm and the medical providers who treated 

the plaintiff’s injuries. Specifically, at the first deposition, defense counsel asked the plaintiff 

whether she had been referred to her medical provider by her attorneys. Her attorneys objected to 

this line of questioning, arguing that such communications were protected by the lawyer-client 

privilege. 

 

The Florida Supreme Court, by a 4-3 margin, agreed with the plaintiff, holding that “the question 

of whether a plaintiff’s attorney referred him or her to a doctor for treatment is protected by the 

attorney-client privilege.”74 The Court concluded as follows: 

 

Even in cases where a plaintiff's medical bills appear to be inflated for the purposes of 

litigation, we do not believe that engaging in costly and time-consuming discovery to 

uncover a “cozy agreement” between the law firm and a treating physician is the 

appropriate response . . . . Moreover, we worry that discovery orders such as the one in this 

case will inflate the costs of litigation to the point that some plaintiffs will be denied access 

to the courts, as attorneys will no longer be willing to advance these types of costs. Finally, 

attempting to discover this information requires the disclosure of materials that would 

otherwise be protected under the attorney-client privilege.75 

 

                                                 
71 Section 90.502(4), F.S. 
72 228 So.3d 18 (Fla. 2017). 
73 Id. at 20. 
74 Id. at 25. 
75 Id. at 26. 
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In contrast, the dissent in Worley argued that a lawyer’s referral of a client to a medical provider 

is for medical care, not for legal services and therefore, is not an attorney-client privileged 

communication.76 In support of its position, the dissent cited several other court opinions finding 

that a referral or history of a referral relationship is relevant to financial bias. One of the cited 

cases also explained that a referral was relevant to “whether the expert has recommended an 

allegedly unnecessary and costly procedure with greater frequency in litigation cases, and 

whether the expert, as a treating physician, allegedly overcharged for the medical services at 

issue in the lawsuit.”77 In further support for its position, the dissent argued that if the financial 

relationship between an insurer and its expert is discoverable, which it is, the same relationship 

between a plaintiff’s law firm and its experts should also be discoverable.78 

 

Premises Liability 

Premises liability refers to the duty of an individual or entity that owns or controls real property 

to reasonably operate and maintain such property for the safety of those who enter or remain on 

the property. Unlike ordinary negligence, which is based upon active negligence, a premises 

liability claim is based upon passive negligence; that is, a premises liability claim stems from the 

tortfeasor’s failure to act to prevent harm to the injured party and not from any affirmative 

actions of the tortfeasor.79  

 

Common premises liability claims include slip and fall accidents, dog bites, trip or misstep 

accidents, and swimming pool accidents. As to an invitee, a landowner or possessor is liable if 

he/she/it: 

 Negligently failed to maintain the premises in a reasonably safe condition;  

 Negligently failed to correct a dangerous condition about which the defendant either knew or 

should have known, by the use of reasonable care; or 

 Negligently failed to warn the claimant of a dangerous condition about which the defendant 

had, or should have had, knowledge greater than that of claimant, and if so, such negligence 

was a legal cause of loss, injury, or damage.80 

 

A premises liability claim may also involve negligent security allegations, in which a person 

injured by a third party’s criminal acts (that is, a third party’s intentional tort) on another’s 

property attempts to hold the property owner liable for failing to provide adequate security 

measures on the property. To prevail on a negligent security claim, the plaintiff must prove that 

the: 

 Plaintiff was lawfully present on the defendant’s property;81  

 Defendant had a duty to provide adequate security on the property but breached such duty;82 

                                                 
76 Id. at 26-27. 
77 Id. (quoting Katzman v. Rediron Fabrication, Inc., 76 So.3d 1060, 1064 (Fla. 4th DCA 2011). 
78 Id. at 29-30. 
79 Nicholson v. Stonybrook Apts., LLC, 154 So.3d 490 (Fla. 4th DCA 2015). 
80 Fla. Std. Jury Instr. 401.20 Issues on Plaintiff’s Claim — Premises Liability. 
81 The only duty a property owner owes to an undiscovered trespasser is to refrain from causing intentional harm, while the 

only duty he or she owes to a known trespasser is to refrain from committing gross negligence or intentional harm and to 

warn of known dangers that are not readily observable. Nicholson, 154 So.3d at 492.  
82 Generally, a property owner has no duty to protect another person from criminal acts committed by third parties on his or 

her property, but such a duty may arise where a special relationship exists between the property owner and the victim or 

between the property owner and the third party such that the property owner has a duty to control the third party’s conduct. 
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 Plaintiff was injured because of a third party’s criminal act, which act was reasonably 

foreseeable to the defendant and would not have occurred but for the defendant’s breach;83 

and 

 Plaintiff incurred actual damages.84  

 

In Florida, comparative negligence does not apply to an action based upon an intentional tort.85 

Thus, when apportioning fault in a negligent security claim, a jury is unable to apportion fault to 

a criminal actor whose intentional conduct injured the plaintiff. This means the owner or 

operator of the premises where the criminal conduct occurred is financially responsible for all the 

damages caused by the criminal conduct of a third party.  

 

Comparative Negligence  

Joint and Several Liability 

Traditionally, when multiple defendants contributed to a plaintiff’s injury, the doctrine of “joint 

and several liability” required any one of the defendants to pay the full amount of the plaintiff’s 

damages.86 This was true even where the defendants did not act in concert but instead each 

committed a separate and independent act, and then the acts combined to cause an injury to the 

plaintiff. For example, if defendants A, B, and C, while driving their vehicles, each contributed 

to an accident that caused a plaintiff damages of $100,000, with A being 40% at fault, B being 

59% at fault, and C being 1% at fault, the plaintiff could recover the full $100,000 from the 

plaintiff’s choice of any of the three defendants. 

 

Contributory Negligence 

Under the common law, a plaintiff who was found to be in any way at fault for his or her own 

injury was completely barred from recovering any damages from the defendant.87 This doctrine, 

known as “contributory negligence,” prohibited any recovery by the plaintiff, even if the plaintiff 

had only barely contributed to his or her own injuries. The doctrine rested on a “policy of making 

                                                 
Special relationships recognized by Florida courts include landlord-tenant, hotel-guest, employer-employee, proprietor-

patron, and school-student; all involve a person who has entered upon the property of another and in so doing lost a measure 

of control in providing for his or her own protection. See, Stevens v. Jefferson, 436 So.2d 33 (Fla. 1983); K.M. ex rel. D.M. v. 

Publix Super Markets, Inc., 895 So.2d 1114 (Fla. 4th DCA 2005); Gross v. Fam. Servs. Agency, Inc., 716 So.2d 337 (Fla. 4th 

DCA 1998); Salerno v. Hart Fin. Corp., 521 So.2d 234 (Fla. 4th DCA 1988); Restatement 2d Torts s. 315; Frederic S. 

Zinober, Litigating the Negligent Security Case: Who’s In Control Here?, 44 Stetson L. Rev. 289 (2015).   
83 Generally, a negligent person is not liable for the damages suffered by another when some separate force or action is an 

intervening cause of the harm, but where the intervening cause is foreseeable, the original negligent actor may still be held 

liable. Thus, a negligent security claim’s success often hinges on the foreseeability of the crime committed, as property 

owners are not expected to prevent all possible crimes which may occur on their property. Whether or not a crime was 

foreseeable is a question of fact, but evidence of foreseeability may include the crime rate in the premises’ immediate area, 

whether similar crimes have previously been committed on the premises, and the nature of the property itself (in other words, 

is the property of a type that is likely to attract crime). Stevens, 436 So.2d at 34-35; Gibson v. Avis Rent-A-Car System, Inc., 

386 So.2d 520 (Fla. 1980); Williams v. Office of Sec. & Intelligence, Inc., 509 So.2d 1282 (Fla. 3d DCA 1987). 
84 Globe Sec. Systems Co. v. Mayor’s Jewelers, Inc., 458 So.2d 828 (Fla. 3d DCA 1984).  
85 Section 768.81(4), F.S.; Merrill Crossings Assocs. v. McDonald, 705 So.2d 560 (Fla. 1997). 
86 See Louisville & Nashville R.R. Co. v. Allen, 65 So. 8, 12 (Fla. 1914) (“Where . . . separate and independent acts of 

negligence of several combine to produce directly a single injury, each is responsible for the entire result . . . .”). 
87 See Hoffman v. Jones, 280 So.2d 431 (Fla. 1973). 
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the personal interests of each party depend upon his own care and prudence.”88 However, over 

time, most United States jurisdictions began to believe the doctrine of contributory negligence 

was too harsh of a rule and began to change their approaches.  

 

Joint and Several Liability, Contributory Negligence, and Comparative Negligence in Florida 

In 1886, the Florida Supreme Court adopted the contributory negligence approach;89 and in 

1914, the Court acknowledged its acceptance of the doctrine of joint and several liability.90 In 

1973, the Florida Supreme Court changed Florida to a “pure comparative negligence” 

jurisdiction, deciding that the traditional contributory negligence approach was “almost 

universally regarded as unjust and inequitable.”91 As a result, under the pure comparative 

negligence approach, juries would now decide the percentage of fault contributed by each party 

in an accident, and then the damages would be apportioned accordingly.92 

 

In 1986, the Legislature passed the Tort Reform and Insurance Act (“Act”), which essentially 

codified Hoffman and further committed Florida to the comparative negligence approach.93 

Within the same Act, the Legislature also substantially limited the application of the doctrine of 

joint and several liability in negligence actions.94 Joint and several liability was repealed for the 

purposes of most negligence actions in 2006.95  

 

As a result of the Act in its current form, Florida is a “pure comparative negligence jurisdiction” 

without the doctrine of joint and several liability.96 In other words, a jury in a typical Florida 

negligence action decides each party’s percentage of fault; and the court, in its final judgment, 

apportions damages based on the jury’s fault determination.97 

 

Comparative Negligence Approaches by United States Jurisdictions 

Today, three different approaches for how a court should apportion damages in a negligence 

action when two or more defendants contribute to an injury generally exist, as follows:98 

                                                 
88 Kevin J. Grehan, Comparative Negligence, 81 COLUM. L. REV. 1688, note 3 (quoting W. Prosser, The Law of Torts ss. 1, 

42 (4th ed. 1971). 
89 Louisville & Nashville R.R. Co. v. Yniestra, 21 Fla. 700 (1886) (citing Butterfield v. Forrester, 103 Eng. Rep. 926 (K.B. 

1809)). 
90 Louisville & Nashville R.R. Co. v. Allen, 65 So. at 12. 
91 Hoffman v. Jones, 280 So.2d at 436. 
92 See id. at 438 (“If plaintiff and defendant are both at fault, the former may recover, but the amount of his recovery may be 

only such proportion of the entire damages plaintiff sustained as the defendant’s negligence bears to the combined negligence 

of both the plaintiff and the defendant”). 
93 Chapter 86-160, s. 60, L.O.F. (codified at s. 768.81(2), F.S.). 
94 Chapter 86-160, s. 60, L.O.F. (codified at s. 768.81(3), F.S.). 
95 Chapter 2006-6, s. 1, L.O.F. (codified at s. 768.81(3), F.S.). 
96 Section 768.81(3), F.S. (“In a negligence action, the court shall enter judgment against each party liable on the basis of 

such party’s percentage of fault and not on the basis of the doctrine of joint and several liability.”). 
97 See Fla. Sup. Ct. Std. Jury Instr. 501.4 (Comparative Negligence, Non-Party Fault and Multiple Defendants), 

https://www.floridabar.org/rules/florida-standard-jury-instructions/civil-jury-instructions/civil-instructions/#500 (last 

accessed February 27, 2023). 
98 LawInfo, Comparative and Contributory Negligence Laws by State, https://www.lawinfo.com/resources/personal-

injury/comparative-and-contributory-negligence-laws-by-state.html (last accessed February 27, 2023). 
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 Contributory negligence approach, followed by four states99 and the District of Columbia. 

Under this traditional common law approach, if the plaintiff contributed to the accident in 

any way, the plaintiff recovers nothing. For example:  

o If the plaintiff is 1 percent at fault for an accident causing the plaintiff $100,000 in 

damages and the defendant is 99 percent at fault in such accident, the plaintiff recovers 

nothing. 

o If the plaintiff is zero percent and the defendant is 100 percent at fault in such accident, 

the plaintiff recovers 100 percent of his or her damages—that is, $100,000. 

 Pure comparative negligence approach, followed by Florida and 11 other states.100 Under 

this approach, the jury determines each party’s percentage of fault and the court apportions 

damages accordingly. For example:  

o If the plaintiff is 40 percent at fault for an accident causing the plaintiff $100,000 in 

damages and the defendant is 60 percent at fault in such accident, the plaintiff recovers 

60 percent of his or her damages—that is, $60,000. 

o If the plaintiff is 70 percent at fault for an accident causing the plaintiff $100,000 in 

damages and the defendant is 30 percent at fault in such accident, the plaintiff recovers 

30 percent of his or her damages—that is, $30,000. 

 Modified comparative negligence approach, followed by 34 states. Under this approach, the 

jury determines each party’s percentage of fault, but the plaintiff recovers nothing if he or she 

was to blame for at least a certain percentage of the fault, with three sub-approaches: 

o In 10 states, the plaintiff recovers nothing if he or she was 50 percent or more at fault.101 

For example: 

 If the plaintiff is 50 percent at fault for an accident causing the plaintiff $100,000 in 

damages, the plaintiff recovers nothing.  

 If the plaintiff is 49 percent and the defendant is 51 percent at fault for such accident, 

the plaintiff recovers 51 percent of his or her damages—that is, $51,000. 

o In 23 states, the plaintiff recovers nothing if he or she was more than 50 percent at 

fault.102 For example: 

 If the plaintiff is 51 percent and the defendant is 49 percent at fault for an accident 

causing the plaintiff $100,000 in damages, the plaintiff recovers nothing.  

 If the plaintiff and the defendant are each 50 percent at fault for such accident, the 

plaintiff recovers 50 percent of his or her damages—that is, $50,000. 

o In one state, the plaintiff recovers only if his or her conduct was “slightly” negligent and 

the defendant’s conduct was “grossly negligent.”103 

 

Awarding Attorney Fees in Litigation  

In most United States jurisdictions, each party to civil litigation pays its own attorney, regardless 

of the outcome of the litigation, and a court may only award attorney fees to the prevailing side if 

                                                 
99 Alabama, Maryland, North Carolina, and Virginia. See id. 
100 Alaska, Arizona, California, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, New Mexico, New York, Rhode Island, and 

Washington state. See id. 
101 Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Maine, Nebraska, North Dakota, Tennessee, and Utah. 
102 Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nevada, New 

Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Vermont, West Virginia, 

Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 
103 South Dakota. 
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authorized by statute or agreement of the parties to the litigation.104 This is often referred to as 

the “American Rule” for attorney fees, and contravenes the “English Rule” under which English 

courts generally awarded attorney fees to the prevailing party in litigation.105 

 

Florida has enacted a number of statutes that authorize courts to award attorney fees in civil 

litigation. As the Florida Supreme Court has noted, these statutory provisions generally fall into 

two categories.106 In the first category, statutes direct a court to assess attorney fees against only 

one side in certain types of actions. An example is found in s. 627.428, F.S., which directs the 

court to assess reasonable attorney fees against the insurer and in favor of the insured or a 

beneficiary who prevails in litigation. The second category follows the English Rule and 

authorizes the prevailing party, whether it is the plaintiff or the defendant, to recover its attorney 

fees from the opposing party.  

 

Lodestar Approach 

In 1985, the Florida Supreme Court held that courts should calculate the amount of statutorily-

authorized attorney fees under the “lodestar approach.”107 Under this approach, the first step is 

for the court to determine the number of hours reasonably expended by an attorney on the case. 

The second step requires the court to determine a reasonable hourly rate. The number of hours 

reasonably expended (determined in the first step), multiplied by the reasonable hourly rate 

(determined in the second step), produces the “lodestar amount,” which is considered an 

objective basis for what the attorney fee amount should be.  

 

Addition of a Contingency Fee Multiplier 

In certain cases, the court may greatly increase the lodestar amount by applying a contingency 

fee multiplier, which essentially takes the lodestar amount and multiplies that amount by a factor 

of 1.5, 2.0, 2.5, or some other number.108 The concept of the contingency fee multiplier arose 

from judicial interpretations of statutory authorization of attorney fees in particular cases,109 but 

the Legislature has also expressly provided for use of a contingency fee multiplier in certain 

cases.110 In a 1990 case, the Florida Supreme Court discussed three different types of cases and 

whether a contingency fee multiplier should be applied in each case, as follows: 

 Public policy enforcement cases. These cases may involve discrimination, environmental 

issues, and consumer protection issues. In these cases, a contingency fee multiplier is usually 

inappropriate. 

 Family law, eminent domain, estate, and trust cases. In these cases, a contingency fee 

multiplier is usually inappropriate. 

                                                 
104 Florida Patient’s Compensation Fund v. Rowe, 472 So.2d 1145, 1147-1148 (Fla. 1985). 
105 Id. 
106 Id. 
107 Fla. Patient's Comp. Fund v. Rowe, 472 So.2d 1145 (Fla. 1985). 
108 The Court may also adjust the amount based on the results obtained by the attorney. Standard Guar. Ins. Co. v. 

Quanstrom, 555 So.2d 828, 830-31 (Fla. 1990). Contingency risk multipliers are also referred to as contingency fee 

multipliers.     
109 The rationale for applying a contingency risk multiplier to increase an attorney fee award is that plaintiffs and plaintiffs' 

attorneys generally do not recover any money unless they prevail. The attorney fee multiplier induces attorneys to take a risk 

on cases they might not otherwise take, allowing would-be plaintiffs to find attorneys willing to represent them. 
110 See s. 790.33(3)(f)1., F.S. (explicitly authorizing a contingency fee multiplier in certain cases relating to the preemption of 

firearm and ammunition regulation). 



BILL: CS/SB 236   Page 18 

 

 Tort and contract claims, including insurance cases. In these cases, a contingency fee 

multiplier may be applied if the plaintiff can demonstrate the following factors show a need 

for the multiplier: 

o Whether the relevant market requires a contingency fee multiplier to obtain counsel;  

o Whether the attorney can mitigate the risk of nonpayment; and  

o Whether any other factors established in Rowe111 support the use of the multiplier.112 

 

Further, in the same decision, the Court noted that the size of the contingency fee multiplier 

varies from 1.0 to 2.5 based on the likelihood of success at the outset of the case, as follows:  

 1.0 to 1.5, if the trial court determines that success was more likely than not at the outset; 

 1.5 to 2.0, if the trial court determines that the likelihood of success was approximately even 

at the outset; and 

 2.0 to 2.5, if the trial court determines that success was unlikely at the outset.113    

 

Federal Court Treatment of the Contingency Fee Multiplier 

Part of the Florida Supreme Court's rationale for adopting the contingency fee multiplier 

framework in 1985 was that, at the time, it was being applied in federal courts.114 However, in 

1992, the U.S. Supreme Court decided Burlington v. Dague, in which it rejected the use of a 

contingency fee multiplier under certain federal fee-shifting statutes. Dague essentially signaled 

that the Supreme Court was closing the door on the contingency fee multiplier's use in most, if 

not all, federal cases.115  

 

In 2010, in the case of Perdue v. Kenny A. ex. rel. Winn, a case involving a class action lawsuit 

filed on behalf of 3,000 children in the Georgia foster care system, the U.S. Supreme Court again 

addressed the contingency risk multiplier issue.116 The plaintiffs argued in the underlying case 

that the foster care system in two counties was constitutionally deficient. The case went to 

                                                 
111 The Rowe factors were based upon Disciplinary Rule 2-106(b) of the Florida Bar (which is now Rule of Professional 

Conduct 4-1.5), and were as follows: 

 Time and labor required, novelty and difficulty of the question involved, and the skill and requisite to perform the legal 

service properly. 

 Likelihood, if apparent to the client, that the acceptance of employment would preclude other employment by the lawyer. 

 Fee customarily charged in the locality for similar legal services. 

 Amount involved and results obtained. 

 Time limitations imposed by the client and circumstances. 

 Nature and length of the professional relationship with the client. 

 Experience, reputation, and ability of the lawyer(s) providing services. 

 Whether the fee is a fixed or contingency fee. 

Rowe, 472 So.2d at 1150–1151. 
112 Quanstrom, 555 So.2d at 833-835. 
113 Id. at 834. 
114 See Rowe, 472 So.2d at 1146 (“ [W]e . . . adopt the federal lodestar approach for computing reasonable attorney fees”). 
115 See City of Burlington v. Dague, 112 S.Ct. 2638, 2642-2643 (1992) (“Thus, enhancement for the contingency risk posed 

by each case would encourage meritorious claims to be brought, but only at the social cost of indiscriminately encouraging 

nonmeritorious claims to be brought as well... [W]e hold that enhancement for contingency is not permitted under the fee-

shifting statutes at issue”). 
116 Perdue v. Kenny A. ex rel. Winn, 130 S.Ct. 1662 (2010). 
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mediation, and the parties entered a consent decree resolving all issues. Subsequently, the 

plaintiffs' attorneys sought attorney fees under 42 U.S.C. s. 1988.117  

 

The federal district court calculated the fees using the lodestar approach, arriving at a $6 million 

figure, and then applied a 1.75 contingency fee multiplier, for a total attorney fee of $10.5 

million. The district court justified the contingency fee multiplier by finding that the attorneys 

had: 

 Advanced $1.7 million with no ongoing reimbursement. 

 Worked on a contingency basis, and therefore were not guaranteed payment. 

 Displayed a high degree of skill, commitment, dedication, and professionalism. 

 Achieved extraordinary results.118 

 

On review, the U.S. Supreme Court reversed the district court's calculation of attorney fees, 

remanding the case because the district court did not provide adequate justification for the 75 

percent increase. The Court reiterated that “there is a strong presumption that the lodestar figure 

is reasonable,” but that such presumption “may be overcome in those rare circumstances in 

which the lodestar does not adequately consider a factor that may properly be considered in 

determining a reasonable fee.”119 The Court also determined that a contingency fee multiplier 

may be applicable in “exceptional” circumstances.120 

 

Thus, the Perdue Court determined that the application of contingency fee multipliers may 

sometimes be appropriate, while also issuing several warnings about contingency fee multipliers, 

as follows: 

 When a trial court fails to give detailed explanations for why it applies a contingency fee 

multiplier, “widely disparate awards may be made, and awards may be influenced . . . by a 

judge's subjective opinion regarding particular attorneys or the importance of the case.”121 

 “[U]njustified enhancements that serve only to enrich attorneys are not consistent” with the 

aims of a statute that seek to compensate plaintiffs.122 

 In many cases, attorney fees “are not paid by the individuals responsible for the 

constitutional or statutory violations on which the judgment is based . . . . Instead, the fees 

are paid . . . by state and local taxpayers,” resulting in a diversion of funds from other 

government programs.123 

 

Florida Supreme Court Treatment of the Contingency Fee Multiplier 

In 2017, the Florida Supreme Court rejected the U.S. Supreme Court's Dague decision, instead 

holding that the contingency fee multiplier in Florida courts is not subject to the “rare and 

exceptional circumstances” requirement.124 The Court acknowledged that, based upon its 

                                                 
117 42 U.S.C. s. 1988(b) allows the court to award attorney fees to the prevailing party in certain civil rights actions. 
118 Perdue, 130 S.Ct. at 1670. 
119 Id. at 1673 (emphasis added). 
120 Id. 
121 See id. at 1676. 
122 See id. 
123 See id. at 1677. 
124 See Joyce v. Federated Nat'l Ins. Co., 228 So.3d 1122 (Fla. 2017) (“[W]ith all due deference to the United States Supreme 

Court, we do not accept the Dague majority's rationale for rejecting contingency fee multipliers”). 
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decision to maintain the applicability of the contingency fee multiplier without the restrictions 

implemented by the Dague decision, Florida “separat[ed] from federal precedent in this area.”125 

 

Recent Florida Legislation 

During Special Session D in May of 2022, the Legislature passed CS/SB 2-D, which was signed 

into law by the Governor. Amending s. 627.70152, F.S., the bill created a strong presumption 

that, in lawsuits arising under a residential or commercial property insurance policy, a lodestar 

fee is sufficient and reasonable; and that such presumption could only be rebutted in a rare and 

exceptional circumstance.126  

 

Attorney Fees Arising from Insurance Litigation 

Section. 627.428, F.S., allows an insured to recover attorney fees if he or she prevails in a 

lawsuit against the insurer to enforce an insurance policy – which has been referred to as the 

“one-way attorney fee” in insurance litigation.127 Some version of this statute has been the law in 

Florida since at least 1893.128 The statute provides, in part: 

 

Upon the rendition of a judgment or decree by any of the courts of this state against an 

insurer and in favor of any named or omnibus insured or the named beneficiary under 

a policy or contract executed by the insurer, the trial court or, in the event of an appeal 

in which the insured or beneficiary prevails, the appellate court shall adjudge or decree 

against the insurer and in favor of the insured or beneficiary a reasonable sum as fees 

or compensation for the insured’s or beneficiary’s attorney prosecuting the suit in 

which the recovery is had.129 

 

Section 626.9373, F.S., applies the same standard to suits against surplus lines insurers. In 

December 2022, during Special Session A, the legislature passed SB 2-A, which was signed into 

law by the Governor. The passage of SB 2-A eliminated one-way attorney fees for property 

insurance cases, and in turn, removed the provision added during the May 2022 Special Session 

D relating to lodestar fees in such property insurance cases.130 

 

Attorney Fees Arising from Offers of Judgment 

Section 768.79, F.S., provides for attorney fees where a party’s offer to settle a case has been 

rejected. The statute states, in part: 

                                                 
125 Id. at 1130.  
126 Chapter 2022-268, s. 16, L.O.F. 
127 Other states with similar “one-way” attorney fee provisions for insureds are Arkansas (Ark. Code s. 23-79-208), Delaware 

(18 Del. Code s. 4102), Hawaii (Hi. Rev. Stat. s. 431:10-242), Idaho (Id. Code 41-1839), Kansas (Kan. Stat. s. 40-256), 

Nebraska (Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. S. 44-359), New Hampshire (N.H. Rev. Stat. s. 491-22-b), New Jersey – by court rule (N.J. 

Court R. 4:42-9(a)(6)), New Mexico (N.M. Stat. s. 39.2-1), North Carolina - for litigation not over $25,000 (N.C. Gen. Stat. 

s. 6-21.1), and Texas (Tex. Ins. Code s. 542.060). 
128 See Tillis v. Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Company, 35 So. 171 (Fla. 1903) (rejecting an insurance company 

argument that the 1893 law providing that an insured may recover attorney fees in actions against an insurance company to 

enforce a policy violates due process and equal protection). 
129 Section 627.428(1), F.S. This is similar to the language in s. 626.9373, F.S., which applies to surplus lines insurers. 

Florida courts interpret the statutes to have the same meaning. 
130 Chapter 2022-271, s. 17, L.O.F. 
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(1) In any civil action for damages filed in the courts of this state, if a defendant files 

an offer of judgment which is not accepted by the plaintiff within 30 days, the defendant 

shall be entitled to recover reasonable costs and attorney’s fees incurred by her or him 

… if the judgment is one of no liability or the judgment obtained by the plaintiff is at 

least 25 percent less than such offer…. If a plaintiff files a demand for judgment which 

is not accepted by the defendant within 30 days and the plaintiff recovers a judgment 

in an amount at least 25 percent greater than the offer, she or he shall be entitled to 

recover reasonable costs and attorney’s fees…. 

 

An offer must: 

 Be in writing and state that it is being made pursuant to this section; 

 Name the party making it and the party to whom it is being made; 

 State with particularity the amount offered to settle a claim for punitive damages, if any; and 

 State its total amount.131 

 

The court may disallow an award of costs and attorney fees to the prevailing party if it is 

determined the prevailing party did not make the offer in good faith.132 When determining the 

reasonableness of an award of attorney fees, the court must consider the following factors along 

with other relevant criteria: 

 The then apparent merit or lack of merit in the claim; 

 The number and nature of offers made by the parties; 

 The closeness of questions of fact and law at issue; 

 Whether the person making the offer had unreasonably refused to furnish information 

necessary to evaluate the reasonableness of such offer; 

 Whether the suit was in the nature of a test case presenting questions of far-reaching 

importance affecting nonparties; and 

 The amount of the additional delay cost and expense that the person making the offer 

reasonably would be expected to incur if the litigation should be prolonged.133 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Contingency Fee Multiplier 

Section 1 amends s. 57.104, F.S., to create a presumption that the lodestar fee is sufficient and 

reasonable in a case in which attorney fees are determined by or awarded by the court. A 

claimant may overcome this presumption only in a rare and exceptional circumstance, and only 

if he or she can demonstrate that he or she could not have otherwise reasonably retained 

competent counsel. Essentially, the bill brings Florida contingency fee multiplier law in line with 

the current federal standard. 

 

                                                 
131 Section 768.79(2), F.S. 
132 Section 768.79(8)(a), F.S. 
133 Section 768.79(8)(b), F.S. 
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Statute of Limitations  

Section 2 amends s. 95.11, F.S., to reduce the statute of limitations for general negligence 

actions from 4 years to 2 years. This generally means that a plaintiff who fails to file a lawsuit 

within 2 years, rather than within 4 years, after the occurrence of negligence will be barred from 

filing the suit. 

 

Statutory and Common Law Bad Faith Actions 

Section 3 amends s. 624.155, F.S., to provide that an insurer may not be found to have acted in 

bad faith for failure to settle a liability insurance claim, whether pursuant to the statute or 

common law, if the insurer tenders the lesser of the policy limits or the amount demanded by the 

claimant either: 

 Before a complaint asserting such claim, accompanied by sufficient evidence to support the 

amount of the claim, is filed; or 

 Within 90 days after service of such complaint upon the insurer. 

 

Failure of the insurer to tender such payment does not constitute bad faith and is inadmissible as 

evidence in any action seeking to establish bad faith on the part of the insurer. 

 

The bill makes the following provisions applicable to all bad faith claims: 

 Mere negligence alone is insufficient to constitute bad faith.  

 The insured, the third-party claimant, and any representative of the insured or the claimant 

have a duty to act in good faith in furnishing information about the claim, making demands 

of the insurer, setting deadlines, and attempting to settle the claim.134 

 The trier of fact may consider whether the insured, the third-party claimant, or his or her 

representative did not act in good faith and, if so, reasonably reduce the damages awarded 

against the insurer. 

 

Further, the bill specifies that, if two or more third-party claimants make competing claims 

arising out of a single occurrence, which in total exceed the insured’s available policy limits, the 

insurer does not commit bad faith by failing to pay all or any portion of the available limits to 

one or more of the third-party claimants if, within 90 days after receiving notice of the 

competing claims, the insurer either:  

 Files an interpleader action135 under the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure;136 or 

 Pursuant to binding arbitration that has been agreed to by the insurer and the third-party 

claimants, makes the entire amount of the policy limits available for payment to the 

                                                 
134 Under the bill, this duty does not create a separate cause of action.  
135 An interpleader action is an action initiated by the holder of property to determine the rights of two or more claimants to 

the property. This avoids the problem of the property holder being sued by the claimants separately. Legal Information 

Institute, Interpleader, 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/interpleader#:~:text=A%20way%20for%20a%20holder,who%20actually%20owns%20the

%20property (last accessed February 27, 2023). 
136 If the trier of fact finds that the claims of the competing third-party claimants exceed the policy limits, the bill specifies 

that the third-party claimants are entitled to a prorated share of the policy limits as determined by the trier of fact. This does 

not alter or limit the insurer’s duty to defend the insured.  
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competing third-party claimants before a qualified arbitrator selected by the insurer at the 

insurer’s expense.137 

 

Transparency in Damages 

Section 4 creates s. 768.0427, F.S., to establish a uniform process for the admissibility of 

evidence and the calculation of medical damages in personal injury or wrongful death actions. 

As such, the bill modifies the collateral source rule to limit the introduction of evidence for 

medical damages. 

 

Definitions 

The bill defines the following terms: 

 “Factoring company” means a person who purchases a health care provider’s accounts 

receivable at a discount below the invoice value of such accounts.  

 “Health care coverage” means any third-party health care or disability services financing 

arrangement including, but not limited to, arrangements with entities certified or authorized 

under federal law or under the Florida Insurance Code; state or federal health care benefit 

programs; workers’ compensation; and personal injury protection. 

 “Health care provider” means any of the following professionals and entities, and 

professionals and entities similarly licensed in another jurisdiction: 

o A provider as defined in s. 408.803; and a licensed provider under chapter 394 or chapter 

397, and its clinical and nonclinical staff providing inpatient or outpatient services. 

o A certified clinical laboratory. 

o A federally qualified health center as defined under federal law. 

o A health care practitioner. 

o A licensed health care professional. 

o A home health aide. 

o A licensed continuing care facility. 

o A pharmacy. 

 “Letter of protection” means any arrangement where a health care provider renders medical 

treatment in exchange for a promise of payment for the claimant’s medical expenses from 

any judgment or settlement of a personal injury or wrongful death action. 

 

Limitations on Admissible Evidence 

The bill limits what evidence is allowed to be presented to the fact finder to prove the amount of 

damages for past or future medical care.  

 

Past Paid Medical Bills 

 

The bill restricts evidence of services that have already been satisfied to the amount actually paid 

for the services, regardless of the source of such payment. As such, if an insurer paid the full 

                                                 
137 The bill specifies that the third-party claimants are entitled to a prorated share of the policy limits as determined by the 

arbitrator, who must consider the comparative fault, if any, of each third-party claimant, and the total likely outcome at trial 

based upon the total of the economic and non-economic damages submitted to the arbitrator for consideration. Further, a 

third-party claimant whose claim is resolved by the arbitrator must execute and deliver a general release to the insured party 

whose claim is resolved by the proceeding.  
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medical bill for past services, the amount paid by the insurer is the only amount admissible. The 

initial billed amount may not be presented as evidence. 

 

Past Unpaid Medical Bills 

 

Whether a particular piece of evidence is admissible to prove the amount to satisfy already 

incurred, but yet unpaid, medical bills is dependent on the type of health care coverage the 

claimant has, if any, as follows: 

 Claimant has insurance: If the claimant has health care coverage, evidence of the amount the 

coverage is obligated to pay the provider for satisfaction of the medical services rendered 

plus the claimant’s portion of medical expenses under the contract are admissible.  

 Claimant has insurance but obtains treatment under a letter of protection: If the claimant has 

health care coverage but forgoes the coverage and obtains medical treatment under a letter of 

protection (or otherwise does not submit charges to his or her insurer), evidence of the 

amount the health care coverage would pay under the contract plus the claimant’s portion of 

medical expenses, had he or she obtained treatment pursuant to the health care coverage, is 

admissible.  

 Claimant has no insurance: If the claimant does not have health care coverage, evidence of 

120 percent of the Medicare reimbursement rate in effect at the time of the trial is admissible. 

If there is no applicable Medicare rate for the services in question, the admissible amount is 

170 percent of the applicable state Medicaid rate.  

 Claimant receives services under a letter of protection, and the bill is then transferred to a 

third party: If the claimant receives services pursuant to a letter of protection and the provider 

subsequently transfers the right to receive payment of the bill to a third party, evidence of the 

amount the third party agreed to pay the provider for the right to receive payment is 

admissible.  

 

Future Medical Bills 

 

Similarly, the bill provides uniform guidance for admissible evidence relating to damages for 

future medical treatments, based on whether the claimant has health care coverage or is eligible 

for health care coverage, as follows:  

 Claimant has insurance or is eligible for insurance: If the claimant has health care coverage 

or is eligible for health care coverage, evidence of the amount for which the future charges 

could be satisfied by the coverage plus the petitioner’s portion of medical expenses under the 

contract are admissible.  

 Claimant has no insurance: If the claimant does not have health care coverage, evidence of 

120 percent of the Medicare reimbursement rate in effect at the time of the trial for such 

future services is admissible. If there is no applicable Medicare rate for the future services in 

question, 170 percent of the applicable state Medicaid rate amount is admissible.  

 

Disclosure of Contracts 

The bill maintains protection from disclosure for individual contracts between providers and 

authorized commercial insurers or authorized health maintenance organizations. Therefore, such 

contracts are not subject to discovery or disclosure and are not admissible into evidence.  
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Required Disclosures When a Letter of Protection is Used 

The bill provides a procedure for the use of a letter of protection. If the petitioner obtains medical 

care under a letter of protection, the bill requires the claimant to disclose the following for the 

determination of damages: 

 A copy of the letter of protection. 

 All billings for the rendered medical expenses, which must be itemized and coded for the 

year services are rendered. 

 If the provider sells the accounts receivable to a third party or factoring company, the name 

of the third party and the dollar amount for which the third party purchased the accounts. 

 Whether the claimant had health care coverage at the time of treatment, and the identity of 

such coverage. 

 Whether the claimant was referred for treatment under a letter of protection and, if so, the 

identity of the person who made the referral. If the referral was made by the claimant’s 

attorney, disclosure of the referral is permitted, and evidence of the referral is admissible in 

the litigation, notwithstanding the lawyer-client privilege in s. 90.502, F.S. In such instance, 

the financial relationship between a law firm and a medical provider, including the number of 

referrals, frequency, and financial benefit obtained, is relevant to the issue of any bias of a 

testifying medical expert. 

 

Amount of Damages 

The bill prohibits damages from including any amounts above the amount actually paid for the 

satisfaction for services rendered. Further, the bill prohibits an award of damages from 

exceeding: 

 The amount actually paid by or on behalf of the claimant to the provider; 

 The amount necessary to satisfy charges for medical services that are owed or not yet 

satisfied at the time of trial; and 

 The amount necessary to provide for any reasonable and necessary future medical treatment. 

 

Premises Liability  

Section 5 creates s. 768.0701, F.S., to provide that, in a negligent security action against the 

owner, lessor, operator, or manager of commercial or real property brought by a person lawfully 

on the property who was injured by a third party’s criminal act, the trier of fact must consider the 

fault of all persons who contributed to the injury. 

 

Attorney Fees Arising from Offers of Judgment 

Section 6 amends s. 768.79, F.S., to apply the offer of judgment statute to any civil action 

involving an insurance contract. 

 

Comparative Negligence  

Section 7 amends s. 768.81, F.S., to, except for causes of action for personal injury or wrongful 

death arising out of medical malpractice, modify Florida’s damages apportionment standard from 

a pure comparative negligence approach to a modified comparative negligence approach. Under 
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the bill, any party to a negligence action found to be more than 50 percent at fault for his or her 

own harm may not recover any damages. 

 

One-Way Attorney Fees 

Sections 8 and 9 repeal ss. 626.9373 and 627.428, F.S., thereby eliminating Florida’s one-way 

attorney fee provisions for insurance cases.  

 

Miscellaneous Sections of the Bill 

Sections 10 – 24 amend/repeal various sections of Florida Statutes in order to conform them to 

changes made elsewhere by the bill. 

 

Section 25 directs the Division of Law Revision to replace the phrase “the effective date of this 

act” with the date the bill becomes law. 

 

Section 26 provides that the change made by the bill reducing the statute of limitation for general 

negligence cases from 4 years to 2 years applies to causes of action accruing after the effective 

date of the bill. 

 

Section 27 provides that the bill shall not be construed to impair any right under an insurance 

contract in effect on or before the effective date of this bill; to the extent that the bill does affect a 

right under an insurance contract, the bill applies only to an insurance contract issued or renewed 

after the effective date of the bill. 

 

Section 28 provides that, except as otherwise expressly stated in the bill, the bill applies to all 

causes of action filed after the effective date of the bill.  

 

Section 29 provides that the bill takes effect upon becoming a law. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 
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E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None identified. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

The bill appears to have an unknown significant fiscal impact on the private sector. To 

the extent that the bill reduces litigation and awards for damages, it may create conditions 

for lower insurance costs. Lower insurance costs, may create incentives for persons to 

obtain greater amounts of insurance coverage. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

None. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 57.104, 95.11, 

624.155, 768.79, 768.81, 624.123, 624.488, 627.062, 627.401, 627.727, 627.736, 627.756, 

628.6016, 475.01, 475.611, 517.191, 627.441, and 632.638.   

 

This bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 768.0427 and 768.0701.  

 

This bill repeals the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 626.9373, 627.428, 631.70, and 

631.926.    

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Banking and Insurance Committee on March 7, 2023: 

The committee substitute makes the following changes:  

 Revises the effective date provisions to provide that the: 
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o Amendment made by the bill reducing the statute of limitation for general 

negligence cases from 4 years to 2 years applies prospectively to causes of action 

accruing after the effective date of the bill; 

o Remainder of the bill applies to causes of action filed after the effective date; and 

o Bill shall not be construed to impair any right under an existing insurance contract 

provisions regarding the delivery of a policy. 

B. Amendments: 

Barcode 209768 by Judiciary on 03/14/2023: 

The amendment: 

 Adds a provision for payment of attorney fees to an insured who prevails in a 

declaratory judgment action regarding a denial of coverage. 

 Adds a reference to the federal Servicemember Civil Relief Act in the changes to the 

statute of limitations. 

 Shortens the bad faith single party safe harbor to 90 days after notice of claim; and 

adds that any applicable bad faith limitations period is extended for an additional 90 

days. 

 Additionally allows evidence of reasonable billed charges of past medical bills, and 

adds more types of evidence that may be presented to a finder of fact for use in 

calculating future damages. 

 Creates a new statute on multifamily residential property safety, whereby the owner 

of a multifamily residential property is presumed to not be negligent if the owner 

installs and maintains certain security and safety measures. 

 Removes a change to the offer of judgment statute. 

 Provides for attorney fees related to payment under a construction surety bond. 

 

(WITH TITLE AMENDMENT) 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Judiciary (Hutson) recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete everything after the enacting clause 3 

and insert: 4 

Section 1. Section 57.104, Florida Statutes, is amended to 5 

read: 6 

57.104 Computation of attorney attorneys’ fees.— 7 

(1) In any action in which attorney attorneys’ fees are to 8 

be determined or awarded by the court, the court shall consider, 9 

among other things, time and labor of any legal assistants who 10 

contributed nonclerical, meaningful legal support to the matter 11 
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involved and who are working under the supervision of an 12 

attorney. For purposes of this section “legal assistant” means a 13 

person, who under the supervision and direction of a licensed 14 

attorney engages in legal research, and case development or 15 

planning in relation to modifications or initial proceedings, 16 

services, processes, or applications; or who prepares or 17 

interprets legal documents or selects, compiles, and uses 18 

technical information from references such as digests, 19 

encyclopedias, or practice manuals and analyzes and follows 20 

procedural problems that involve independent decisions. 21 

(2) In any action in which attorney fees are determined or 22 

awarded by the court, there is a strong presumption that a 23 

lodestar fee is sufficient and reasonable. This presumption may 24 

be overcome only in a rare and exceptional circumstance with 25 

evidence that competent counsel could not otherwise be retained. 26 

Section 2. Section 86.121, Florida Statutes, is created to 27 

read: 28 

86.121 Attorney fees; actions for declaratory relief to 29 

determine insurance coverage after denial of claim.—In an action 30 

brought under this chapter for declaratory relief to determine 31 

insurance coverage after the insurer has made a denial of a 32 

claim: 33 

(1) Either party is entitled to the summary procedure 34 

provided in s. 51.011, and the court shall advance the cause on 35 

the calendar. 36 

(2) The court shall award reasonable attorney fees to the 37 

named insured, omnibus insured, or named beneficiary under a 38 

policy issued by the insurer, upon rendition of a declaratory 39 

judgment in favor of the named insured, omnibus insured, or 40 
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named beneficiary. This right may not be transferred to, 41 

assigned to, or acquired in any other manner by anyone other 42 

than a named or omnibus insured or a named beneficiary. A 43 

defense offered by an insurer pursuant to a reservation of 44 

rights does not constitute a denial of a claim. Such fees are 45 

limited to those incurred in the action brought under this 46 

chapter for declaratory relief to determine coverage of 47 

insurance issued under the Florida Insurance Code. 48 

Section 3. Subsections (3), (4), and (10) of section 95.11, 49 

Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (12) is added to 50 

that section, to read: 51 

95.11 Limitations other than for the recovery of real 52 

property.—Actions other than for recovery of real property shall 53 

be commenced as follows: 54 

(3) WITHIN FOUR YEARS.— 55 

(a) An action founded on negligence. 56 

(b) An action relating to the determination of paternity, 57 

with the time running from the date the child reaches the age of 58 

majority. 59 

(b)(c) An action founded on the design, planning, or 60 

construction of an improvement to real property, with the time 61 

running from the date of actual possession by the owner, the 62 

date of the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, the date of 63 

abandonment of construction if not completed, or the date of 64 

completion of the contract or termination of the contract 65 

between the professional engineer, registered architect, or 66 

licensed contractor and his or her employer, whichever date is 67 

latest; except that, when the action involves a latent defect, 68 

the time runs from the time the defect is discovered or should 69 
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have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence. In any 70 

event, the action must be commenced within 10 years after the 71 

date of actual possession by the owner, the date of the issuance 72 

of a certificate of occupancy, the date of abandonment of 73 

construction if not completed, or the date of completion of the 74 

contract or termination of the contract between the professional 75 

engineer, registered architect, or licensed contractor and his 76 

or her employer, whichever date is latest. However, 77 

counterclaims, cross-claims, and third-party claims that arise 78 

out of the conduct, transaction, or occurrence set out or 79 

attempted to be set out in a pleading may be commenced up to 1 80 

year after the pleading to which such claims relate is served, 81 

even if such claims would otherwise be time barred. With respect 82 

to actions founded on the design, planning, or construction of 83 

an improvement to real property, if such construction is 84 

performed pursuant to a duly issued building permit and if a 85 

local enforcement agency, state enforcement agency, or special 86 

inspector, as those terms are defined in s. 553.71, has issued a 87 

final certificate of occupancy or certificate of completion, 88 

then as to the construction which is within the scope of such 89 

building permit and certificate, the correction of defects to 90 

completed work or repair of completed work, whether performed 91 

under warranty or otherwise, does not extend the period of time 92 

within which an action must be commenced. Completion of the 93 

contract means the later of the date of final performance of all 94 

the contracted services or the date that final payment for such 95 

services becomes due without regard to the date final payment is 96 

made. 97 

(c)(d) An action to recover public money or property held 98 
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by a public officer or employee, or former public officer or 99 

employee, and obtained during, or as a result of, his or her 100 

public office or employment. 101 

(d)(e) An action for injury to a person founded on the 102 

design, manufacture, distribution, or sale of personal property 103 

that is not permanently incorporated in an improvement to real 104 

property, including fixtures. 105 

(e)(f) An action founded on a statutory liability. 106 

(f)(g) An action for trespass on real property. 107 

(g)(h) An action for taking, detaining, or injuring 108 

personal property. 109 

(h)(i) An action to recover specific personal property. 110 

(i)(j) A legal or equitable action founded on fraud. 111 

(j)(k) A legal or equitable action on a contract, 112 

obligation, or liability not founded on a written instrument, 113 

including an action for the sale and delivery of goods, wares, 114 

and merchandise, and on store accounts. 115 

(k)(l) An action to rescind a contract. 116 

(l)(m) An action for money paid to any governmental 117 

authority by mistake or inadvertence. 118 

(m)(n) An action for a statutory penalty or forfeiture. 119 

(n)(o) An action for assault, battery, false arrest, 120 

malicious prosecution, malicious interference, false 121 

imprisonment, or any other intentional tort, except as provided 122 

in subsections (4), (5), and (7). 123 

(o)(p) Any action not specifically provided for in these 124 

statutes. 125 

(p)(q) An action alleging a violation, other than a willful 126 

violation, of s. 448.110. 127 
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(4) WITHIN TWO YEARS.— 128 

(a) An action founded on negligence. 129 

(b)(a) An action for professional malpractice, other than 130 

medical malpractice, whether founded on contract or tort; 131 

provided that the period of limitations shall run from the time 132 

the cause of action is discovered or should have been discovered 133 

with the exercise of due diligence. However, the limitation of 134 

actions herein for professional malpractice shall be limited to 135 

persons in privity with the professional. 136 

(c)(b) An action for medical malpractice shall be commenced 137 

within 2 years from the time the incident giving rise to the 138 

action occurred or within 2 years from the time the incident is 139 

discovered, or should have been discovered with the exercise of 140 

due diligence; however, in no event shall the action be 141 

commenced later than 4 years from the date of the incident or 142 

occurrence out of which the cause of action accrued, except that 143 

this 4-year period shall not bar an action brought on behalf of 144 

a minor on or before the child’s eighth birthday. An “action for 145 

medical malpractice” is defined as a claim in tort or in 146 

contract for damages because of the death, injury, or monetary 147 

loss to any person arising out of any medical, dental, or 148 

surgical diagnosis, treatment, or care by any provider of health 149 

care. The limitation of actions within this subsection shall be 150 

limited to the health care provider and persons in privity with 151 

the provider of health care. In those actions covered by this 152 

paragraph in which it can be shown that fraud, concealment, or 153 

intentional misrepresentation of fact prevented the discovery of 154 

the injury the period of limitations is extended forward 2 years 155 

from the time that the injury is discovered or should have been 156 
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discovered with the exercise of due diligence, but in no event 157 

to exceed 7 years from the date the incident giving rise to the 158 

injury occurred, except that this 7-year period shall not bar an 159 

action brought on behalf of a minor on or before the child’s 160 

eighth birthday. This paragraph shall not apply to actions for 161 

which ss. 766.301-766.316 provide the exclusive remedy. 162 

(d)(c) An action to recover wages or overtime or damages or 163 

penalties concerning payment of wages and overtime. 164 

(e)(d) An action for wrongful death. 165 

(f)(e) An action founded upon a violation of any provision 166 

of chapter 517, with the period running from the time the facts 167 

giving rise to the cause of action were discovered or should 168 

have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence, but not 169 

more than 5 years from the date such violation occurred. 170 

(g)(f) An action for personal injury caused by contact with 171 

or exposure to phenoxy herbicides while serving either as a 172 

civilian or as a member of the Armed Forces of the United States 173 

during the period January 1, 1962, through May 7, 1975; the 174 

period of limitations shall run from the time the cause of 175 

action is discovered or should have been discovered with the 176 

exercise of due diligence. 177 

(h)(g) An action for libel or slander. 178 

(10) FOR INTENTIONAL TORTS RESULTING IN DEATH FROM ACTS 179 

DESCRIBED IN S. 782.04 OR S. 782.07.—Notwithstanding paragraph 180 

(4)(e) (4)(d), an action for wrongful death seeking damages 181 

authorized under s. 768.21 brought against a natural person for 182 

an intentional tort resulting in death from acts described in s. 183 

782.04 or s. 782.07 may be commenced at any time. This 184 

subsection shall not be construed to require an arrest, the 185 
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filing of formal criminal charges, or a conviction for a 186 

violation of s. 782.04 or s. 782.07 as a condition for filing a 187 

civil action. 188 

(12) FOR ACTIONS INVOLVING SERVICEMEMBERS.—Any action 189 

involving a servicemember as defined in s. 250.01 is subject to 190 

the provisions of s. 250.5201 and part IV of chapter 250, which 191 

includes the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. ss. 501 192 

et seq., providing for protections to members of the United 193 

States Armed Forces, the United States Reserve Forces, or the 194 

National Guard during terms of federal or state active duty 195 

which materially affect the servicemember’s ability to appear. 196 

Section 4. Section 624.155, Florida Statutes, is amended to 197 

read: 198 

624.155 Civil remedy.— 199 

(1) Any person may bring a civil action against an insurer 200 

when such person is damaged: 201 

(a) By a violation of any of the following provisions by 202 

the insurer: 203 

1. Section 626.9541(1)(i), (o), or (x); 204 

2. Section 626.9551; 205 

3. Section 626.9705; 206 

4. Section 626.9706; 207 

5. Section 626.9707; or 208 

6. Section 627.7283. 209 

(b) By the commission of any of the following acts by the 210 

insurer: 211 

1. Not attempting in good faith to settle claims when, 212 

under all the circumstances, it could and should have done so, 213 

had it acted fairly and honestly toward its insured and with due 214 
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regard for her or his interests; 215 

2. Making claims payments to insureds or beneficiaries not 216 

accompanied by a statement setting forth the coverage under 217 

which payments are being made; or 218 

3. Except as to liability coverages, failing to promptly 219 

settle claims, when the obligation to settle a claim has become 220 

reasonably clear, under one portion of the insurance policy 221 

coverage in order to influence settlements under other portions 222 

of the insurance policy coverage. 223 

 224 

Notwithstanding the provisions of the above to the contrary, a 225 

person pursuing a remedy under this section need not prove that 226 

such act was committed or performed with such frequency as to 227 

indicate a general business practice. 228 

(2) Any party may bring a civil action against an 229 

unauthorized insurer if such party is damaged by a violation of 230 

s. 624.401 by the unauthorized insurer. 231 

(3)(a) As a condition precedent to bringing an action under 232 

this section, the department and the authorized insurer must 233 

have been given 60 days’ written notice of the violation. Notice 234 

to the authorized insurer must be provided by the department to 235 

the e-mail address designated by the insurer under s. 624.422. 236 

(b) The notice shall be on a form provided by the 237 

department and shall state with specificity the following 238 

information, and such other information as the department may 239 

require: 240 

1. The statutory provision, including the specific language 241 

of the statute, which the authorized insurer allegedly violated. 242 

2. The facts and circumstances giving rise to the 243 
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violation. 244 

3. The name of any individual involved in the violation. 245 

4. Reference to specific policy language that is relevant 246 

to the violation, if any. If the person bringing the civil 247 

action is a third party claimant, she or he shall not be 248 

required to reference the specific policy language if the 249 

authorized insurer has not provided a copy of the policy to the 250 

third party claimant pursuant to written request. 251 

5. A statement that the notice is given in order to perfect 252 

the right to pursue the civil remedy authorized by this section. 253 

(c) No action shall lie if, within 60 days after the 254 

insurer receives notice from the department in accordance with 255 

this subsection, the damages are paid or the circumstances 256 

giving rise to the violation are corrected. 257 

(d) The authorized insurer that is the recipient of a 258 

notice filed pursuant to this section shall report to the 259 

department on the disposition of the alleged violation. 260 

(e) The applicable statute of limitations for an action 261 

under this section shall be tolled for a period of: 262 

1. Sixty days after the insurer receives from the 263 

department the notice required by this subsection. 264 

2. Sixty days after the date appraisal is invoked pursuant 265 

to paragraph (f). 266 

(f) A notice required under this subsection may not be 267 

filed within 60 days after appraisal is invoked by any party in 268 

a residential property insurance claim. 269 

(4)(a) An action for bad faith involving a liability 270 

insurance claim, including any such action brought under the 271 

common law, shall not lie if the insurer tenders the lesser of 272 
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the policy limits or the amount demanded by the claimant within 273 

90 days after receiving actual notice of a claim which is 274 

accompanied by sufficient evidence to support the amount of the 275 

claim. 276 

(b) If an insurer does not tender the lesser of the policy 277 

limits or the amount demanded by the claimant within the 90-day 278 

timeframe provided in paragraph (a), the existence of the 90-day 279 

timeframe and that no bad faith action could lie had the insurer 280 

tendered the lesser of policy limits or the amount demanded by 281 

the claimant pursuant to paragraph (a) is inadmissible in any 282 

action seeking to establish bad faith on the part of the 283 

insurer. 284 

(c) If the insurer fails to tender pursuant to paragraph 285 

(a) within the 90-day period, any applicable statute of 286 

limitations is extended for an additional 90 days. 287 

(5) In any bad faith action, whether such action is brought 288 

under this section or is based on the common-law remedy for bad 289 

faith: 290 

(a) Mere negligence alone is insufficient to constitute bad 291 

faith. 292 

(b)1. The insured, claimant, and representative of the 293 

insured or claimant have a duty to act in good faith in 294 

furnishing information regarding the claim, in making demands of 295 

the insurer, in setting deadlines, and in attempting to settle 296 

the claim. This duty does not create a separate cause of action, 297 

but may only be considered pursuant to subparagraph 2. 298 

2. In any action for bad faith against an insurer, the 299 

trier of fact may consider whether the insured, claimant, or 300 

representative of the insured or claimant did not act in good 301 



Florida Senate - 2023 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS for SB 236 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì209768\Î209768 

 

Page 12 of 34 

3/13/2023 1:59:09 PM 590-02410C-23 

faith pursuant to this paragraph, in which case the trier of 302 

fact may reasonably reduce the amount of damages awarded against 303 

the insurer. 304 

(6) If two or more third-party claimants have competing 305 

claims arising out of a single occurrence, which in total may 306 

exceed the available policy limits of one or more of the insured 307 

parties who may be liable to the third-party claimants, an 308 

insurer is not liable beyond the available policy limits for 309 

failure to pay all or any portion of the available policy limits 310 

to one or more of the third-party claimants if, within 90 days 311 

after receiving notice of the competing claims in excess of the 312 

available policy limits, the insurer complies with either 313 

paragraph (a) or paragraph (b). 314 

(a) The insurer files an interpleader action under the 315 

Florida Rules of Civil Procedure. If the claims of the competing 316 

third-party claimants are found to be in excess of the policy 317 

limits, the third-party claimants are entitled to a prorated 318 

share of the policy limits as determined by the trier of fact. 319 

An insurer’s interpleader action does not alter or amend the 320 

insurer’s obligation to defend its insured. 321 

(b) Pursuant to binding arbitration that has been agreed to 322 

by the insurer and the third-party claimants, the insurer makes 323 

the entire amount of the policy limits available for payment to 324 

the competing third-party claimants before a qualified 325 

arbitrator agreed to by the insurer and such third-party 326 

claimants at the expense of the insurer. The third-party 327 

claimants are entitled to a prorated share of the policy limits 328 

as determined by the arbitrator, who must consider the 329 

comparative fault, if any, of each third-party claimant, and the 330 
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total likely outcome at trial based upon the total of the 331 

economic and noneconomic damages submitted to the arbitrator for 332 

consideration. A third-party claimant whose claim is resolved by 333 

the arbitrator must execute and deliver a general release to the 334 

insured party whose claim is resolved by the proceeding. 335 

(7)(4) Upon adverse adjudication at trial or upon appeal, 336 

the authorized insurer shall be liable for damages, together 337 

with court costs and reasonable attorney attorney’s fees 338 

incurred by the plaintiff. 339 

(8)(5) No Punitive damages may not shall be awarded under 340 

this section unless the acts giving rise to the violation occur 341 

with such frequency as to indicate a general business practice 342 

and these acts are: 343 

(a) Willful, wanton, and malicious; 344 

(b) In reckless disregard for the rights of any insured; or 345 

(c) In reckless disregard for the rights of a beneficiary 346 

under a life insurance contract. 347 

 348 

Any person who pursues a claim under this subsection shall post 349 

in advance the costs of discovery. Such costs shall be awarded 350 

to the authorized insurer if no punitive damages are awarded to 351 

the plaintiff. 352 

(9)(6) This section does shall not be construed to 353 

authorize a class action suit against an authorized insurer or a 354 

civil action against the commission, the office, or the 355 

department or any of their employees, or to create a cause of 356 

action when an authorized health insurer refuses to pay a claim 357 

for reimbursement on the ground that the charge for a service 358 

was unreasonably high or that the service provided was not 359 
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medically necessary. 360 

(10)(7) In the absence of expressed language to the 361 

contrary, this section shall not be construed to authorize a 362 

civil action or create a cause of action against an authorized 363 

insurer or its employees who, in good faith, release information 364 

about an insured or an insurance policy to a law enforcement 365 

agency in furtherance of an investigation of a criminal or 366 

fraudulent act relating to a motor vehicle theft or a motor 367 

vehicle insurance claim. 368 

(11)(8) The civil remedy specified in this section does not 369 

preempt any other remedy or cause of action provided for 370 

pursuant to any other statute or pursuant to the common law of 371 

this state. Any person may obtain a judgment under either the 372 

common-law remedy of bad faith or this statutory remedy, but is 373 

shall not be entitled to a judgment under both remedies. This 374 

section does shall not be construed to create a common-law cause 375 

of action. The damages recoverable pursuant to this section 376 

shall include those damages which are a reasonably foreseeable 377 

result of a specified violation of this section by the 378 

authorized insurer and may include an award or judgment in an 379 

amount that exceeds the policy limits. 380 

(12)(9) A surety issuing a payment or performance bond on 381 

the construction or maintenance of a building or roadway project 382 

is not an insurer for purposes of subsection (1). 383 

Section 5. Section 768.0427, Florida Statutes, is created 384 

to read: 385 

768.0427 Admissibility of evidence to prove medical 386 

expenses in personal injury or wrongful death actions; 387 

disclosure of letters of protection; recovery of past and future 388 
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medical expenses damages.— 389 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term: 390 

(a) “Factoring company” means a person who purchases a 391 

health care provider’s accounts receivable at a discount below 392 

the invoice value of such accounts. 393 

(b) “Health care coverage” means any third-party health 394 

care or disability services financing arrangement, including, 395 

but not limited to, arrangements with entities certified or 396 

authorized under federal law or under the Florida Insurance 397 

Code; state or federal health care benefit programs; workers’ 398 

compensation; and personal injury protection. 399 

(c) “Health care provider” means any of the following 400 

professionals and entities, and professionals and entities 401 

similarly licensed in another jurisdiction: 402 

1. A provider as defined in s. 408.803. 403 

2. A clinical laboratory providing services in this state 404 

or services to health care providers in this state, if the 405 

clinical laboratory is certified by the Centers for Medicare and 406 

Medicaid Services under the federal Clinical Laboratory 407 

Improvement Amendments and the federal rules adopted thereunder. 408 

3. A federally qualified health center as defined in 42 409 

U.S.C. s. 1396d(l)(2)(B), as that definition existed on the 410 

effective date of this act. 411 

4. A health care practitioner as defined in s. 456.001. 412 

5. A health care professional licensed under part IV of 413 

chapter 468. 414 

6. A home health aide as defined in s. 400.462. 415 

7. A provider licensed under chapter 394 or chapter 397 and 416 

its clinical and nonclinical staff providing inpatient or 417 
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outpatient services. 418 

8. A continuing care facility licensed under chapter 651. 419 

9. A pharmacy permitted under chapter 465. 420 

(d) “Letter of protection” means any arrangement by which a 421 

health care provider renders treatment in exchange for a promise 422 

of payment for the claimant’s medical expenses from any judgment 423 

or settlement of a personal injury or wrongful death action. The 424 

term includes any such arrangement, regardless of whether 425 

referred to as a letter of protection. 426 

(2) ADMISSIBLE EVIDENCE OF MEDICAL TREATMENT OR SERVICE 427 

EXPENSES.—Evidence offered to prove the amount of damages for 428 

past or future medical treatment or services in a personal 429 

injury or wrongful death action is admissible as provided in 430 

this subsection. 431 

(a) Evidence offered to prove the amount of damages for 432 

past medical treatment or services that have been satisfied is 433 

limited to evidence of the amount actually paid, regardless of 434 

the source of payment. 435 

(b) Evidence offered to prove the amount necessary to 436 

satisfy unpaid charges for incurred medical treatment or 437 

services shall include, but is not limited to, evidence as 438 

provided in this paragraph. 439 

1. If the claimant has health care coverage other than 440 

Medicare or Medicaid, evidence of the amount which such health 441 

care coverage is obligated to pay the health care provider to 442 

satisfy the charges for the claimant’s incurred medical 443 

treatment or services, plus the claimant’s share of medical 444 

expenses under the insurance contract or regulation. 445 

2. If the claimant has health care coverage but obtains 446 
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treatment under a letter of protection or otherwise does not 447 

submit charges for any health care provider’s medical treatment 448 

or services to health care coverage, evidence of the amount the 449 

claimant’s health care coverage would pay the health care 450 

provider to satisfy the past unpaid medical charges under the 451 

insurance contract or regulation, plus the claimant’s share of 452 

medical expenses under the insurance contract or regulation, had 453 

the claimant obtained medical services or treatment pursuant to 454 

the health care coverage. 455 

3. If the claimant does not have health care coverage or 456 

has health care coverage through Medicare or Medicaid, evidence 457 

of 120 percent of the Medicare reimbursement rate in effect on 458 

the date of the claimant’s incurred medical treatment or 459 

services, or, if there is no applicable Medicare rate for a 460 

service, 170 percent of the applicable state Medicaid rate. 461 

4. If the claimant obtains medical treatment or services 462 

under a letter of protection and the health care provider 463 

subsequently transfers the right to receive payment under the 464 

letter of protection to a third party, evidence of the amount 465 

the third party paid or agreed to pay the health care provider 466 

in exchange for the right to receive payment pursuant to the 467 

letter of protection. 468 

5. Any evidence of reasonable amounts billed to the 469 

claimant for medically necessary treatment or medically 470 

necessary services provided to the claimant. 471 

(c) Evidence offered to prove the amount of damages for any 472 

future medical treatment or services the claimant will receive 473 

shall include, but is not limited to, evidence as provided in 474 

this paragraph. 475 
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1. If the claimant has health care coverage other than 476 

Medicare or Medicaid, or is eligible for any such health care 477 

coverage, evidence of the amount for which the future charges of 478 

health care providers could be satisfied if submitted to such 479 

health care coverage, plus the claimant’s share of medical 480 

expenses under the insurance contract or regulation. 481 

2. If the claimant does not have health care coverage or 482 

has health care coverage through Medicare or Medicaid, or is 483 

eligible for such health care coverage, evidence of 120 percent 484 

of the Medicare reimbursement rate in effect at the time of 485 

trial for the medical treatment or services the claimant will 486 

receive, or, if there is no applicable Medicare rate for a 487 

service, 170 percent of the applicable state Medicaid rate. 488 

3. Any evidence of reasonable future amounts to be billed 489 

to the claimant for medically necessary treatment or medically 490 

necessary services. 491 

(d) This subsection does not impose an affirmative duty 492 

upon any party to seek a reduction in billed charges to which 493 

the party is not contractually entitled. 494 

(e) Individual contracts between providers and authorized 495 

commercial insurers or authorized health maintenance 496 

organizations are not subject to discovery or disclosure and are 497 

not admissible into evidence. 498 

(3) LETTERS OF PROTECTION; REQUIRED DISCLOSURES.—In a 499 

personal injury or wrongful death action, as a condition 500 

precedent to asserting any claim for medical expenses for 501 

treatment rendered under a letter of protection, the claimant 502 

must disclose: 503 

(a) A copy of the letter of protection. 504 
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(b) All billings for the claimant’s medical expenses, which 505 

must be itemized and, to the extent applicable, coded according 506 

to: 507 

1. For health care providers billing at the provider level, 508 

the American Medical Association’s Current Procedural 509 

Terminology (CPT), or the Healthcare Common Procedure Coding 510 

System (HCPCS), in effect on the date the services were 511 

rendered. 512 

2. For health care providers billing at the facility level 513 

for expenses incurred in a clinical or outpatient setting, 514 

including when billing through an Ambulatory Payment 515 

Classification (APC) or Enhanced Ambulatory Patient Grouping 516 

(EAPG), the International Classification of Diseases (ICD) 517 

diagnosis code and, if applicable, the American Medical 518 

Association’s Current Procedural Terminology (CPT), in effect on 519 

the date the services were rendered. 520 

3. For health care providers billing at the facility level 521 

for expenses incurred in an inpatient setting, including when 522 

billing through a Diagnosis Related Group (DRG), the 523 

International Classification of Diseases (ICD) diagnosis and 524 

procedure codes in effect on the date in which the claimant is 525 

discharged. 526 

(c) If the health care provider sells the accounts 527 

receivable for the claimant’s medical expenses to a factoring 528 

company or other third party: 529 

1. The name of the factoring company or other third party 530 

who purchased such accounts. 531 

2. The dollar amount for which the factoring company or 532 

other third party purchased such accounts, including any 533 
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discount provided below the invoice amount. 534 

(d) Whether the claimant, at the time medical treatment was 535 

rendered, had health care coverage and, if so, the identity of 536 

such coverage. 537 

(e) Whether the claimant was referred for treatment under a 538 

letter of protection and, if so, the identity of the person who 539 

made the referral. If the referral is made by the claimant’s 540 

attorney, disclosure of the referral is permitted, and evidence 541 

of such referral is admissible notwithstanding s. 90.502. 542 

Moreover, in such situation, the financial relationship between 543 

a law firm and a medical provider, including the number of 544 

referrals, frequency, and financial benefit obtained, is 545 

relevant to the issue of the bias of a testifying medical 546 

provider. 547 

(4) DAMAGES RECOVERABLE FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT OR SERVICE 548 

EXPENSES.—The damages that may be recovered by a claimant in a 549 

personal injury or wrongful death action for the reasonable and 550 

necessary cost or value of medical care rendered may not include 551 

any amount in excess of the evidence of medical treatment and 552 

services expenses admitted pursuant to subsection (2), and also 553 

may not exceed the sum of the following: 554 

(a) Amounts actually paid by or on behalf of the claimant 555 

to a health care provider who rendered medical treatment or 556 

services; 557 

(b) Amounts necessary to satisfy charges for medical 558 

treatment or services that are due and owing but at the time of 559 

trial are not yet satisfied; and 560 

(c) Amounts necessary to provide for any reasonable and 561 

necessary medical treatment or services the claimant will 562 
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receive in the future. 563 

Section 6. Section 768.0701, Florida Statutes, is created 564 

to read: 565 

768.0701 Premises liability for criminal acts of third 566 

parties.—Notwithstanding s. 768.81(4), in an action for damages 567 

against the owner, lessor, operator, or manager of commercial or 568 

real property brought by a person lawfully on the property who 569 

was injured by the criminal act of a third party, the trier of 570 

fact must consider the fault of all persons who contributed to 571 

the injury. 572 

Section 7. Section 768.0706, Florida Statutes, is created 573 

to read: 574 

768.0706 Multifamily residential property safety and 575 

security; presumption against liability.— 576 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 577 

(a) “Crime prevention through environmental design” has the 578 

same meaning as in s. 163.503(6). 579 

(b) “Multifamily residential property” means a residential 580 

building, or group of residential buildings, such as apartments, 581 

townhouses, or condominiums, consisting of at least five 582 

dwelling units on a particular parcel. 583 

(c) “Parcel” means real property for which a distinct 584 

parcel identification number is assigned to the property by the 585 

property appraiser for the county in which the property is 586 

located. 587 

(2) The owner or principal operator of a multifamily 588 

residential property which substantially implements the 589 

following security measures on that property, and demonstrates 590 

substantial implementation, has a presumption against liability 591 
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in connection with criminal acts that occur on the premises 592 

which are committed by third parties who are not employees or 593 

agents of the owner or operator: 594 

(a)1. A security camera system at points of entry and exit 595 

which records, and maintains as retrievable for at least 30 596 

days, video footage to assist in offender identification and 597 

apprehension. 598 

2. A lighted parking lot illuminated at an intensity of at 599 

least an average of 1.8 foot-candles per square foot at 18 600 

inches above the surface from dusk until dawn or controlled by 601 

photocell or any similar electronic device that provides light 602 

from dusk until dawn. 603 

3. Lighting in walkways, laundry rooms, common areas, and 604 

porches. Such lighting must be illuminated from dusk until dawn 605 

or controlled by photocell or any similar electronic device that 606 

provides light from dusk until dawn. 607 

4. At least a 1-inch deadbolt in each dwelling unit door. 608 

5. A locking device on each window, each exterior sliding 609 

door, and any other doors not used for community purposes. 610 

6. Locked gates with key or fob access along pool fence 611 

areas. 612 

7. A peephole or door viewer on each dwelling unit door 613 

that does not include a window or that does not have a window 614 

next to the door. 615 

(b) By January 1, 2025, the owner or principal operator of 616 

a multifamily residential property has a crime prevention 617 

through environmental design assessment that is no more than 3 618 

years old completed for the property. Such assessment must be 619 

performed by a law enforcement agency or a Florida Crime 620 
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Prevention Through Environmental Design Practitioner designated 621 

by the Florida Crime Prevention Training Institute of the 622 

Department of Legal Affairs. The owner or principal operator 623 

must remain in substantial compliance with the assessment for 624 

purposes of this paragraph. 625 

(c)1. By January 1, 2025, the owner or principal operator 626 

of a multifamily residential property provides proper crime 627 

deterrence and safety training to its current employees. After 628 

January 1, 2025, the owner or principal operator must provide 629 

such training to an employee within 60 days after his or her 630 

hire date for purposes of this paragraph. 631 

2. For purposes of this paragraph, “proper crime deterrence 632 

and safety training” means training which trains and 633 

familiarizes employees with the security principles, devices, 634 

measures, and standards set forth under paragraph (a), and which 635 

is reviewed at least every 3 years and updated as necessary. The 636 

owner or principal operator may request a law enforcement agency 637 

or the Florida Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 638 

Practitioner performing the assessment under paragraph (b) to 639 

review the training curriculum. 640 

(3) The Florida Crime Prevention Training Institute of the 641 

Department of Legal Affairs shall develop a proposed curriculum 642 

or best practices for owners or principal operators to implement 643 

such training. The state has no liability in connection with 644 

providing a proposed training curriculum under this subsection. 645 

(4) This section does not establish a private cause of 646 

action. 647 

Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 768.81, Florida 648 

Statutes, is amended, and subsection (6) is added to that 649 
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section, to read: 650 

768.81 Comparative fault.— 651 

(2) EFFECT OF CONTRIBUTORY FAULT.—In a negligence action, 652 

contributory fault chargeable to the claimant diminishes 653 

proportionately the amount awarded as economic and noneconomic 654 

damages for an injury attributable to the claimant’s 655 

contributory fault, but does not bar recovery, subject to 656 

subsection (6). 657 

(6) GREATER PERCENTAGE OF FAULT.—In a negligence action to 658 

which this section applies, any party found to be greater than 659 

50 percent at fault for his or her own harm may not recover any 660 

damages. This subsection does not apply to an action for damages 661 

for personal injury or wrongful death arising out of medical 662 

negligence pursuant to chapter 766. 663 

Section 9. Section 626.9373, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 664 

Section 10. Section 627.428, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 665 

Section 11. Paragraphs (a) and (j) of subsection (1) of 666 

section 475.01, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 667 

475.01 Definitions.— 668 

(1) As used in this part: 669 

(a) “Broker” means a person who, for another, and for a 670 

compensation or valuable consideration directly or indirectly 671 

paid or promised, expressly or impliedly, or with an intent to 672 

collect or receive a compensation or valuable consideration 673 

therefor, appraises, auctions, sells, exchanges, buys, rents, or 674 

offers, attempts or agrees to appraise, auction, or negotiate 675 

the sale, exchange, purchase, or rental of business enterprises 676 

or business opportunities or any real property or any interest 677 

in or concerning the same, including mineral rights or leases, 678 
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or who advertises or holds out to the public by any oral or 679 

printed solicitation or representation that she or he is engaged 680 

in the business of appraising, auctioning, buying, selling, 681 

exchanging, leasing, or renting business enterprises or business 682 

opportunities or real property of others or interests therein, 683 

including mineral rights, or who takes any part in the procuring 684 

of sellers, purchasers, lessors, or lessees of business 685 

enterprises or business opportunities or the real property of 686 

another, or leases, or interest therein, including mineral 687 

rights, or who directs or assists in the procuring of prospects 688 

or in the negotiation or closing of any transaction which does, 689 

or is calculated to, result in a sale, exchange, or leasing 690 

thereof, and who receives, expects, or is promised any 691 

compensation or valuable consideration, directly or indirectly 692 

therefor; and all persons who advertise rental property 693 

information or lists. A broker renders a professional service 694 

and is a professional within the meaning of s. 95.11(4)(b) s. 695 

95.11(4)(a). Where the term “appraise” or “appraising” appears 696 

in the definition of the term “broker,” it specifically excludes 697 

those appraisal services which must be performed only by a 698 

state-licensed or state-certified appraiser, and those appraisal 699 

services which may be performed by a registered trainee 700 

appraiser as defined in part II. The term “broker” also includes 701 

any person who is a general partner, officer, or director of a 702 

partnership or corporation which acts as a broker. The term 703 

“broker” also includes any person or entity who undertakes to 704 

list or sell one or more timeshare periods per year in one or 705 

more timeshare plans on behalf of any number of persons, except 706 

as provided in ss. 475.011 and 721.20. 707 
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(j) “Sales associate” means a person who performs any act 708 

specified in the definition of “broker,” but who performs such 709 

act under the direction, control, or management of another 710 

person. A sales associate renders a professional service and is 711 

a professional within the meaning of s. 95.11(4)(b) s. 712 

95.11(4)(a). 713 

Section 12. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section 714 

475.611, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 715 

475.611 Definitions.— 716 

(1) As used in this part, the term: 717 

(h) “Appraiser” means any person who is a registered 718 

trainee real estate appraiser, a licensed real estate appraiser, 719 

or a certified real estate appraiser. An appraiser renders a 720 

professional service and is a professional within the meaning of 721 

s. 95.11(4)(b) s. 95.11(4)(a). 722 

Section 13. Subsection (7) of section 517.191, Florida 723 

Statutes, is amended to read: 724 

517.191 Injunction to restrain violations; civil penalties; 725 

enforcement by Attorney General.— 726 

(7) Notwithstanding s. 95.11(4)(f) s. 95.11(4)(e), an 727 

enforcement action brought under this section based on a 728 

violation of any provision of this chapter or any rule or order 729 

issued under this chapter shall be brought within 6 years after 730 

the facts giving rise to the cause of action were discovered or 731 

should have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence, 732 

but not more than 8 years after the date such violation 733 

occurred. 734 

Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 627.441, Florida 735 

Statutes, is amended to read: 736 
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627.441 Commercial general liability policies; coverage to 737 

contractors for completed operations.— 738 

(2) A liability insurer must offer coverage at an 739 

appropriate additional premium for liability arising out of 740 

current or completed operations under an owner-controlled 741 

insurance program for any period beyond the period for which the 742 

program provides liability coverage, as specified in s. 743 

255.0517(2)(b). The period of such coverage must be sufficient 744 

to protect against liability arising out of an action brought 745 

within the time limits provided in s. 95.11(3)(b) s. 746 

95.11(3)(c). 747 

Section 15. Subsection (4) of section 624.123, Florida 748 

Statutes, is amended to read: 749 

624.123 Certain international health insurance policies; 750 

exemption from code.— 751 

(4) Any international health insurance policy or 752 

application solicited, provided, entered into, issued, or 753 

delivered pursuant to this subsection is exempt from all 754 

provisions of the insurance code, except that such policy, 755 

contract, or agreement is subject to the provisions of ss. 756 

624.155, 624.316, 624.3161, 626.951, 626.9511, 626.9521, 757 

626.9541, 626.9551, 626.9561, 626.9571, 626.9581, 626.9591, 758 

626.9601, 627.413, 627.4145, 627.428, and 627.6043. 759 

Section 16. Subsection (4) of section 624.488, Florida 760 

Statutes, is amended to read: 761 

624.488 Applicability of related laws.—In addition to other 762 

provisions of the code cited in ss. 624.460-624.488: 763 

(4) Sections 627.291, 627.413, 627.4132, 627.416, 627.418, 764 

627.420, 627.421, 627.425, 627.426, 627.4265, 627.427, 627.428, 765 
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627.702, and 627.706; part XI of chapter 627; ss. 627.912, 766 

627.913, and 627.918; 767 

 768 

apply to self-insurance funds. Only those sections of the code 769 

that are expressly and specifically cited in ss. 624.460-624.489 770 

apply to self-insurance funds. 771 

Section 17. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 772 

627.062, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 773 

627.062 Rate standards.— 774 

(3) 775 

(b) Individual risk rates and modifications to existing 776 

approved forms are not subject to this part or part II, except 777 

for paragraph (a) and ss. 627.402, 627.403, 627.4035, 627.404, 778 

627.405, 627.406, 627.407, 627.4085, 627.409, 627.4132, 779 

627.4133, 627.415, 627.416, 627.417, 627.419, 627.425, 627.426, 780 

627.4265, and 627.427, and 627.428, but are subject to all other 781 

applicable provisions of this code and rules adopted thereunder. 782 

Section 18. Section 627.401, Florida Statutes, is amended 783 

to read: 784 

627.401 Scope of this part.—No provision of this part of 785 

this chapter applies to: 786 

(1) Reinsurance. 787 

(2) Policies or contracts not issued for delivery in this 788 

state nor delivered in this state, except as otherwise provided 789 

in this code. 790 

(3) Wet marine and transportation insurance, except ss. 791 

627.409 and, 627.420, and 627.428. 792 

(4) Title insurance, except ss. 627.406, 627.415, 627.416, 793 

627.419, and 627.427, and 627.428. 794 
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(5) Credit life or credit disability insurance, except s. 795 

627.419(5) ss. 627.419(5) and 627.428. 796 

Section 19. Subsection (8) of section 627.727, Florida 797 

Statutes, is amended to read: 798 

627.727 Motor vehicle insurance; uninsured and underinsured 799 

vehicle coverage; insolvent insurer protection.— 800 

(8) The provisions of s. 627.428 do not apply to any action 801 

brought pursuant to this section against the uninsured motorist 802 

insurer unless there is a dispute over whether the policy 803 

provides coverage for an uninsured motorist proven to be liable 804 

for the accident. 805 

Section 20. Subsection (8) of section 627.736, Florida 806 

Statutes, is amended to read: 807 

627.736 Required personal injury protection benefits; 808 

exclusions; priority; claims.— 809 

(8) APPLICABILITY OF PROVISION REGULATING ATTORNEY FEES.—810 

With respect to any dispute under the provisions of ss. 627.730-811 

627.7405 between the insured and the insurer, or between an 812 

assignee of an insured’s rights and the insurer, the provisions 813 

of s. 768.79 ss. 627.428 and 768.79 apply, except as provided in 814 

subsections (10) and (15), and except that any attorney fees 815 

recovered must: 816 

(a) Comply with prevailing professional standards; 817 

(b) Not overstate or inflate the number of hours reasonably 818 

necessary for a case of comparable skill or complexity; and 819 

(c) Represent legal services that are reasonable and 820 

necessary to achieve the result obtained. 821 

 822 

Upon request by either party, a judge must make written 823 
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findings, substantiated by evidence presented at trial or any 824 

hearings associated therewith, that any award of attorney fees 825 

complies with this subsection. Notwithstanding s. 627.428, 826 

Attorney fees recovered under ss. 627.730-627.7405 must be 827 

calculated without regard to a contingency risk multiplier. 828 

Section 21. Section 627.756, Florida Statutes, is amended 829 

to read: 830 

627.756 Bonds for construction contracts; attorney fees in 831 

case of suit.— 832 

(1) In a suit Section 627.428 applies to suits brought by 833 

an owner, a contractor, a subcontractor, a laborer, or a 834 

materialman owners, contractors, subcontractors, laborers, and 835 

materialmen against a surety insurer under payment or 836 

performance bonds written by the insurer under the laws of this 837 

state to indemnify against pecuniary loss by breach of a 838 

building or construction contract, upon the rendition of a 839 

judgment or decree by any of the courts of this state against 840 

the surety insurer and in favor of the owner, contractor, 841 

subcontractor, laborer, or materialman, the trial court or, in 842 

the event of an appeal in which the owner, contractor, 843 

subcontractor, laborer, or materialman prevails, the appellate 844 

court, shall adjudge or decree against the surety insurer and in 845 

favor of the owner, contractor, subcontractor, laborer, or 846 

materialman a reasonable sum as fees or compensation for the 847 

attorney prosecuting the suit in which the recovery is had. 848 

Owners, contractors, subcontractors, laborers, and materialmen 849 

shall be deemed to be insureds or beneficiaries for the purposes 850 

of this section. 851 

(2) A surety who issues a bid, performance, or payment bond 852 
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in connection with construction activities where hazardous 853 

substances exist or are discovered is liable under ss. 376.308 854 

and 403.727 only to the extent provided in this subsection. In 855 

case of a default, the surety is liable only for the cost of 856 

completion of the contract work in accordance with the plans and 857 

specifications, less the balance of funds remaining to be paid 858 

under the contract, up to the penal sum of the bond. The surety 859 

is not liable on a bond to indemnify or compensate the obligee 860 

for loss or liability arising from personal injury or property 861 

damage, whether or not caused by a breach of the bonded 862 

contract. Further, a right of action does not accrue on a bond 863 

to or for the use of any person other than the obligee named in 864 

the bond. 865 

Section 22. Subsection (4) of section 628.6016, Florida 866 

Statutes, is amended to read: 867 

628.6016 Applicability of related laws.—In addition to 868 

other provisions of the code cited in ss. 628.6011-628.6018: 869 

(4) Sections 627.291, 627.413, 627.4132, 627.416, 627.418, 870 

627.420, 627.421, 627.425, 627.426, 627.4265, 627.427, 627.428, 871 

627.702, and 627.706; part XI of chapter 627; ss. 627.912, 872 

627.913, and 627.918; and 873 

 874 

apply to assessable mutual insurers; however, ss. 628.255, 875 

628.411, and 628.421 do not apply. No section of the code not 876 

expressly and specifically cited in ss. 628.6011-628.6018 877 

applies to assessable mutual insurers. The term “assessable 878 

mutual insurer” shall be substituted for the term “commercial 879 

self-insurer” as appropriate. 880 

Section 23. Section 631.70, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 881 
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Section 24. Section 631.926, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 882 

Section 25. Subsection (11) of section 632.638, Florida 883 

Statutes, is amended to read: 884 

632.638 Applicability of other code provisions.—In addition 885 

to other provisions contained or referred to in this chapter, 886 

the following chapters and provisions of this code apply to 887 

fraternal benefit societies, to the extent applicable and not in 888 

conflict with the express provisions of this chapter and the 889 

reasonable implications thereof: 890 

(11) Section 627.428; 891 

Section 26. The Division of Law Revision is directed to 892 

replace the phrase “the effective date of this act” wherever it 893 

occurs in this act with the date this act becomes a law. 894 

Section 27. The amendments made by this act to s. 95.11, 895 

Florida Statutes, apply to causes of action accruing after the 896 

effective date of this act. 897 

Section 28. This act shall not be construed to impair any 898 

right under an insurance contract in effect on or before the 899 

effective date of this act. To the extent that this act affects 900 

a right under an insurance contract, this act applies to an 901 

insurance contract issued or renewed after the effective date of 902 

this act. 903 

Section 29. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 904 

act, this act shall apply to causes of action filed after the 905 

effective date of this act. 906 

Section 30. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 907 

 908 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 909 

And the title is amended as follows: 910 
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Delete everything before the enacting clause 911 

and insert: 912 

A bill to be entitled 913 

An act relating to civil remedies; amending s. 57.104, 914 

F.S.; creating a rebuttable presumption that a 915 

lodestar fee is a sufficient and reasonable attorney 916 

fee in most civil actions; providing an exception; 917 

creating s. 86.121, F.S.; authorizing a court to award 918 

attorney fees in certain declaratory actions; 919 

prohibiting the transfer, assignment, or acquisition 920 

of the right to such attorney fees except by specified 921 

persons; providing construction; amending s. 95.11, 922 

F.S.; reducing the statute of limitations for 923 

negligence actions; providing applicability of certain 924 

provisions to actions involving servicemembers; 925 

amending s. 624.155, F.S.; providing standards for bad 926 

faith actions; providing for the distribution of 927 

proceeds when two or more third-party claims arising 928 

out of a single occurrence exceed policy limits; 929 

creating s. 768.0427, F.S.; providing definitions; 930 

providing standards for the admissibility of evidence 931 

to prove the cost of damages for medical expenses in 932 

certain civil actions; requiring certain disclosures 933 

with respect to claims for medical expenses for 934 

treatment rendered under letters of protection; 935 

specifying the damages that may be recovered by a 936 

claimant for the reasonable and necessary cost of 937 

medical care; creating s. 768.0701, F.S.; requiring 938 

the trier of fact to consider the fault of certain 939 
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persons who contribute to an injury; creating s. 940 

768.0706, F.S.; providing definitions; providing that 941 

the owner or principal operator of a multifamily 942 

residential property which substantially implements 943 

specified security measures on that property has a 944 

presumption against liability for negligence in 945 

connection with certain criminal acts that occur on 946 

the premises; requiring the Florida Crime Prevention 947 

Training Institute of the Department of Legal Affairs 948 

to develop a proposed curriculum or best practices for 949 

owners or principal operators; providing construction; 950 

amending s. 768.81, F.S.; providing that a party in a 951 

negligence action who is at fault by a specified 952 

amount may not recover damages under a comparative 953 

negligence action; providing applicability; repealing 954 

ss. 626.9373 and 627.428, F.S., relating to attorney 955 

fees awarded against surplus lines insurers and 956 

insurers, respectively; amending s. 627.756, F.S.; 957 

providing for the award of costs and attorney fees in 958 

certain actions; amending ss. 475.01, 475.611, 959 

517.191, 627.441, 624.123, 624.488, 627.062, 627.401, 960 

627.727, 627.736, 628.6016, and 632.638, F.S.; 961 

conforming cross-references and provisions to changes 962 

made by the act; repealing ss. 631.70 and 631.926, 963 

F.S., relating to attorney fees; providing a directive 964 

to the Division of Law Revision; providing 965 

applicability and construction; providing an effective 966 

date. 967 
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The Committee on Judiciary (Book) recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment to Amendment (209768) (with title 1 

amendment) 2 

 3 

Between lines 647 and 648 4 

insert: 5 

(5) The owner or principal operator of a multifamily 6 

residential property is entitled to a 10 percent reduction on 7 

each individual multifamily residential property insurance 8 

premium if such property retains an armed and licensed security 9 

guard for a minimum of 40 hours a week. 10 

 11 
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================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 12 

And the title is amended as follows: 13 

Between lines 950 and 951 14 

insert: 15 

providing that owners and principal operators of 16 

multifamily residential properties are entitled to a 17 

specified reduction on property insurance premiums 18 

under certain circumstances; 19 
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The Committee on Judiciary (Thompson) recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment to Amendment (209768) (with title 1 

amendment) 2 

 3 

Between lines 647 and 648 4 

insert: 5 

(5) An insurance provider shall not offer or sell an 6 

insurance policy to an owner or principal operator of a 7 

multifamily residential property which contains exclusions for 8 

either of the following: 9 

(a) Assault and battery; or 10 

(b) Firearms. 11 
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 12 

In the event such a policy is sold, the exclusion only is void 13 

as a matter of law. 14 

 15 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 16 

And the title is amended as follows: 17 

Delete line 950 18 

and insert: 19 

owners or principal operators; prohibiting an 20 

insurance provider from offering or selling an 21 

insurance policy to an owner or principal operator of 22 

a multifamily residential property which contains 23 

specified exclusions; providing construction; 24 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to civil remedies; amending s. 57.104, 2 

F.S.; creating a rebuttable presumption that a 3 

lodestar fee is a sufficient and reasonable attorney 4 

fee in most civil actions; providing an exception; 5 

amending s. 95.11, F.S.; reducing the statute of 6 

limitations for negligence actions; amending s. 7 

624.155, F.S.; providing standards for bad faith 8 

actions; providing for the distribution of proceeds 9 

when two or more third-party claims arising out of a 10 

single occurrence exceed policy limits; creating s. 11 

768.0427, F.S.; providing definitions; providing 12 

standards for the admissibility of evidence to prove 13 

the cost of damages for medical expenses in certain 14 

civil actions; requiring certain disclosures with 15 

respect to claims for medical expenses for treatment 16 

rendered under letters of protection; specifying the 17 

damages that may be recovered by a claimant for the 18 

reasonable and necessary cost of medical care; 19 

creating s. 768.0701, F.S.; requiring the trier of 20 

fact to consider the fault of certain persons who 21 

contribute to an injury; amending s. 768.79, F.S.; 22 

providing for the applicability of that section; 23 

amending s. 768.81, F.S.; providing that a party in a 24 

negligence action who is at fault by a specified 25 

amount may not recover damages under a comparative 26 

negligence action; providing applicability; repealing 27 

ss. 626.9373 and 627.428, F.S., relating to attorney 28 

fees payable to insureds filing actions against 29 
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insurers; amending ss. 624.123, 624.488, 627.062, 30 

627.401, 627.727, 627.736, 627.756, and 628.6016, 31 

F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the 32 

act; repealing ss. 631.70 and 631.926, F.S., relating 33 

to awards of attorney fees; amending ss. 475.01, 34 

475.611, 517.191, 627.441, and 632.638, F.S.; 35 

conforming provisions to changes made by the act; 36 

providing a directive to the Division of Law Revision; 37 

providing applicability and construction; providing an 38 

effective date. 39 

  40 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 41 

 42 

Section 1. Section 57.104, Florida Statutes, is amended to 43 

read: 44 

57.104 Computation of attorney attorneys’ fees.— 45 

(1) In any action in which attorney attorneys’ fees are to 46 

be determined or awarded by the court, the court shall consider, 47 

among other things, time and labor of any legal assistants who 48 

contributed nonclerical, meaningful legal support to the matter 49 

involved and who are working under the supervision of an 50 

attorney. For purposes of this section “legal assistant” means a 51 

person, who under the supervision and direction of a licensed 52 

attorney engages in legal research, and case development or 53 

planning in relation to modifications or initial proceedings, 54 

services, processes, or applications; or who prepares or 55 

interprets legal documents or selects, compiles, and uses 56 

technical information from references such as digests, 57 

encyclopedias, or practice manuals and analyzes and follows 58 
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procedural problems that involve independent decisions. 59 

(2) In any action in which attorney fees are determined or 60 

awarded by the court, there is a strong presumption that a 61 

lodestar fee is sufficient and reasonable. This presumption may 62 

be overcome only in a rare and exceptional circumstance with 63 

evidence that competent counsel could not otherwise be retained. 64 

Section 2. Subsections (3), (4), and (10) of section 95.11, 65 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 66 

95.11 Limitations other than for the recovery of real 67 

property.—Actions other than for recovery of real property shall 68 

be commenced as follows: 69 

(3) WITHIN FOUR YEARS.— 70 

(a) An action founded on negligence. 71 

(b) An action relating to the determination of paternity, 72 

with the time running from the date the child reaches the age of 73 

majority. 74 

(b)(c) An action founded on the design, planning, or 75 

construction of an improvement to real property, with the time 76 

running from the date of actual possession by the owner, the 77 

date of the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, the date of 78 

abandonment of construction if not completed, or the date of 79 

completion of the contract or termination of the contract 80 

between the professional engineer, registered architect, or 81 

licensed contractor and his or her employer, whichever date is 82 

latest; except that, when the action involves a latent defect, 83 

the time runs from the time the defect is discovered or should 84 

have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence. In any 85 

event, the action must be commenced within 10 years after the 86 

date of actual possession by the owner, the date of the issuance 87 
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of a certificate of occupancy, the date of abandonment of 88 

construction if not completed, or the date of completion of the 89 

contract or termination of the contract between the professional 90 

engineer, registered architect, or licensed contractor and his 91 

or her employer, whichever date is latest. However, 92 

counterclaims, cross-claims, and third-party claims that arise 93 

out of the conduct, transaction, or occurrence set out or 94 

attempted to be set out in a pleading may be commenced up to 1 95 

year after the pleading to which such claims relate is served, 96 

even if such claims would otherwise be time barred. With respect 97 

to actions founded on the design, planning, or construction of 98 

an improvement to real property, if such construction is 99 

performed pursuant to a duly issued building permit and if a 100 

local enforcement agency, state enforcement agency, or special 101 

inspector, as those terms are defined in s. 553.71, has issued a 102 

final certificate of occupancy or certificate of completion, 103 

then as to the construction which is within the scope of such 104 

building permit and certificate, the correction of defects to 105 

completed work or repair of completed work, whether performed 106 

under warranty or otherwise, does not extend the period of time 107 

within which an action must be commenced. Completion of the 108 

contract means the later of the date of final performance of all 109 

the contracted services or the date that final payment for such 110 

services becomes due without regard to the date final payment is 111 

made. 112 

(c)(d) An action to recover public money or property held 113 

by a public officer or employee, or former public officer or 114 

employee, and obtained during, or as a result of, his or her 115 

public office or employment. 116 
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(d)(e) An action for injury to a person founded on the 117 

design, manufacture, distribution, or sale of personal property 118 

that is not permanently incorporated in an improvement to real 119 

property, including fixtures. 120 

(e)(f) An action founded on a statutory liability. 121 

(f)(g) An action for trespass on real property. 122 

(g)(h) An action for taking, detaining, or injuring 123 

personal property. 124 

(h)(i) An action to recover specific personal property. 125 

(i)(j) A legal or equitable action founded on fraud. 126 

(j)(k) A legal or equitable action on a contract, 127 

obligation, or liability not founded on a written instrument, 128 

including an action for the sale and delivery of goods, wares, 129 

and merchandise, and on store accounts. 130 

(k)(l) An action to rescind a contract. 131 

(l)(m) An action for money paid to any governmental 132 

authority by mistake or inadvertence. 133 

(m)(n) An action for a statutory penalty or forfeiture. 134 

(n)(o) An action for assault, battery, false arrest, 135 

malicious prosecution, malicious interference, false 136 

imprisonment, or any other intentional tort, except as provided 137 

in subsections (4), (5), and (7). 138 

(o)(p) Any action not specifically provided for in these 139 

statutes. 140 

(p)(q) An action alleging a violation, other than a willful 141 

violation, of s. 448.110. 142 

(4) WITHIN TWO YEARS.— 143 

(a) An action founded on negligence. 144 

(b)(a) An action for professional malpractice, other than 145 
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medical malpractice, whether founded on contract or tort; 146 

provided that the period of limitations shall run from the time 147 

the cause of action is discovered or should have been discovered 148 

with the exercise of due diligence. However, the limitation of 149 

actions herein for professional malpractice shall be limited to 150 

persons in privity with the professional. 151 

(c)(b) An action for medical malpractice shall be commenced 152 

within 2 years from the time the incident giving rise to the 153 

action occurred or within 2 years from the time the incident is 154 

discovered, or should have been discovered with the exercise of 155 

due diligence; however, in no event shall the action be 156 

commenced later than 4 years from the date of the incident or 157 

occurrence out of which the cause of action accrued, except that 158 

this 4-year period shall not bar an action brought on behalf of 159 

a minor on or before the child’s eighth birthday. An “action for 160 

medical malpractice” is defined as a claim in tort or in 161 

contract for damages because of the death, injury, or monetary 162 

loss to any person arising out of any medical, dental, or 163 

surgical diagnosis, treatment, or care by any provider of health 164 

care. The limitation of actions within this subsection shall be 165 

limited to the health care provider and persons in privity with 166 

the provider of health care. In those actions covered by this 167 

paragraph in which it can be shown that fraud, concealment, or 168 

intentional misrepresentation of fact prevented the discovery of 169 

the injury the period of limitations is extended forward 2 years 170 

from the time that the injury is discovered or should have been 171 

discovered with the exercise of due diligence, but in no event 172 

to exceed 7 years from the date the incident giving rise to the 173 

injury occurred, except that this 7-year period shall not bar an 174 
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action brought on behalf of a minor on or before the child’s 175 

eighth birthday. This paragraph shall not apply to actions for 176 

which ss. 766.301-766.316 provide the exclusive remedy. 177 

(d)(c) An action to recover wages or overtime or damages or 178 

penalties concerning payment of wages and overtime. 179 

(e)(d) An action for wrongful death. 180 

(f)(e) An action founded upon a violation of any provision 181 

of chapter 517, with the period running from the time the facts 182 

giving rise to the cause of action were discovered or should 183 

have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence, but not 184 

more than 5 years from the date such violation occurred. 185 

(g)(f) An action for personal injury caused by contact with 186 

or exposure to phenoxy herbicides while serving either as a 187 

civilian or as a member of the Armed Forces of the United States 188 

during the period January 1, 1962, through May 7, 1975; the 189 

period of limitations shall run from the time the cause of 190 

action is discovered or should have been discovered with the 191 

exercise of due diligence. 192 

(h)(g) An action for libel or slander. 193 

(10) FOR INTENTIONAL TORTS RESULTING IN DEATH FROM ACTS 194 

DESCRIBED IN S. 782.04 OR S. 782.07.—Notwithstanding paragraph 195 

(4)(e) (4)(d), an action for wrongful death seeking damages 196 

authorized under s. 768.21 brought against a natural person for 197 

an intentional tort resulting in death from acts described in s. 198 

782.04 or s. 782.07 may be commenced at any time. This 199 

subsection shall not be construed to require an arrest, the 200 

filing of formal criminal charges, or a conviction for a 201 

violation of s. 782.04 or s. 782.07 as a condition for filing a 202 

civil action. 203 
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Section 3. Section 624.155, Florida Statutes, is amended to 204 

read: 205 

624.155 Civil remedy.— 206 

(1) Any person may bring a civil action against an insurer 207 

when such person is damaged: 208 

(a) By a violation of any of the following provisions by 209 

the insurer: 210 

1. Section 626.9541(1)(i), (o), or (x); 211 

2. Section 626.9551; 212 

3. Section 626.9705; 213 

4. Section 626.9706; 214 

5. Section 626.9707; or 215 

6. Section 627.7283. 216 

(b) By the commission of any of the following acts by the 217 

insurer: 218 

1. Not attempting in good faith to settle claims when, 219 

under all the circumstances, it could and should have done so, 220 

had it acted fairly and honestly toward its insured and with due 221 

regard for her or his interests; 222 

2. Making claims payments to insureds or beneficiaries not 223 

accompanied by a statement setting forth the coverage under 224 

which payments are being made; or 225 

3. Except as to liability coverages, failing to promptly 226 

settle claims, when the obligation to settle a claim has become 227 

reasonably clear, under one portion of the insurance policy 228 

coverage in order to influence settlements under other portions 229 

of the insurance policy coverage. 230 

 231 

Notwithstanding the provisions of the above to the contrary, a 232 



Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 236 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

597-02362-23 2023236c1 

 Page 9 of 29  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

person pursuing a remedy under this section need not prove that 233 

such act was committed or performed with such frequency as to 234 

indicate a general business practice. 235 

(2) Any party may bring a civil action against an 236 

unauthorized insurer if such party is damaged by a violation of 237 

s. 624.401 by the unauthorized insurer. 238 

(3)(a) As a condition precedent to bringing an action under 239 

this section, the department and the authorized insurer must 240 

have been given 60 days’ written notice of the violation. Notice 241 

to the authorized insurer must be provided by the department to 242 

the e-mail address designated by the insurer under s. 624.422. 243 

(b) The notice shall be on a form provided by the 244 

department and shall state with specificity the following 245 

information, and such other information as the department may 246 

require: 247 

1. The statutory provision, including the specific language 248 

of the statute, which the authorized insurer allegedly violated. 249 

2. The facts and circumstances giving rise to the 250 

violation. 251 

3. The name of any individual involved in the violation. 252 

4. Reference to specific policy language that is relevant 253 

to the violation, if any. If the person bringing the civil 254 

action is a third party claimant, she or he shall not be 255 

required to reference the specific policy language if the 256 

authorized insurer has not provided a copy of the policy to the 257 

third party claimant pursuant to written request. 258 

5. A statement that the notice is given in order to perfect 259 

the right to pursue the civil remedy authorized by this section. 260 

(c) No action shall lie if, within 60 days after the 261 

Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 236 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

597-02362-23 2023236c1 

 Page 10 of 29  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

insurer receives notice from the department in accordance with 262 

this subsection, the damages are paid or the circumstances 263 

giving rise to the violation are corrected. 264 

(d) The authorized insurer that is the recipient of a 265 

notice filed pursuant to this section shall report to the 266 

department on the disposition of the alleged violation. 267 

(e) The applicable statute of limitations for an action 268 

under this section shall be tolled for a period of: 269 

1. Sixty days after the insurer receives from the 270 

department the notice required by this subsection. 271 

2. Sixty days after the date appraisal is invoked pursuant 272 

to paragraph (f). 273 

(f) A notice required under this subsection may not be 274 

filed within 60 days after appraisal is invoked by any party in 275 

a residential property insurance claim. 276 

(4) An action for bad faith involving a failure to settle a 277 

liability insurance claim, including any such action brought 278 

under the common law, shall not lie if the insurer tenders the 279 

lesser of the policy limits or the amount demanded by the 280 

claimant either: 281 

(a) Before a complaint asserting such claim, accompanied by 282 

sufficient evidence to support the amount of the claim, is 283 

filed; or 284 

(b) Within 90 days after service of such complaint upon the 285 

insurer. 286 

 287 

Failure of an insurer to offer payment pursuant to this 288 

subsection shall not constitute bad faith and is inadmissible as 289 

evidence in any action seeking to establish bad faith on the 290 
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part of the insurer. 291 

(5) In any bad faith action, whether such action is brought 292 

under this section or is based on the common-law remedy for bad 293 

faith: 294 

(a) Mere negligence alone is insufficient to constitute bad 295 

faith. 296 

(b)1. The insured, claimant, and representative of the 297 

insured or claimant have a duty to act in good faith in 298 

furnishing information regarding the claim, in making demands of 299 

the insurer, in setting deadlines, and in attempting to settle 300 

the claim. This duty does not create a separate cause of action, 301 

but may only be considered pursuant to subparagraph 2. 302 

2. In any action for bad faith against an insurer, the 303 

trier of fact may consider whether the insured, claimant, or 304 

representative of the insured or claimant did not act in good 305 

faith pursuant to this paragraph, in which case the trier of 306 

fact may reasonably reduce the amount of damages awarded against 307 

the insurer. 308 

(6) If two or more third-party claimants have competing 309 

claims arising out of a single occurrence, which in total may 310 

exceed the available policy limits of one or more of the insured 311 

parties who may be liable to the third-party claimants, an 312 

insurer is not liable beyond the available policy limits for 313 

failure to pay all or any portion of the available policy limits 314 

to one or more of the third-party claimants if, within 90 days 315 

after receiving notice of the competing claims in excess of the 316 

available policy limits, the insurer complies with either 317 

paragraph (a) or paragraph (b). 318 

(a) The insurer files an interpleader action under the 319 
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Florida Rules of Civil Procedure. If the claims of the competing 320 

third-party claimants are found to be in excess of the policy 321 

limits, the third-party claimants are entitled to a prorated 322 

share of the policy limits as determined by the trier of fact. 323 

An insurer’s interpleader action does not alter or amend the 324 

insurer’s obligation to defend its insured. 325 

(b) Pursuant to binding arbitration that has been agreed to 326 

by the insurer and the third-party claimants, the insurer makes 327 

the entire amount of the policy limits available for payment to 328 

the competing third-party claimants before a qualified 329 

arbitrator selected by the insurer at the expense of the 330 

insurer. The third-party claimants are entitled to a prorated 331 

share of the policy limits as determined by the arbitrator, who 332 

must consider the comparative fault, if any, of each third-party 333 

claimant, and the total likely outcome at trial based upon the 334 

total of the economic and noneconomic damages submitted to the 335 

arbitrator for consideration. A third-party claimant whose claim 336 

is resolved by the arbitrator must execute and deliver a general 337 

release to the insured party whose claim is resolved by the 338 

proceeding. 339 

(7)(4) Upon adverse adjudication at trial or upon appeal, 340 

the authorized insurer shall be liable for damages, together 341 

with court costs and reasonable attorney attorney’s fees 342 

incurred by the plaintiff. 343 

(8)(5) No Punitive damages may not shall be awarded under 344 

this section unless the acts giving rise to the violation occur 345 

with such frequency as to indicate a general business practice 346 

and these acts are: 347 

(a) Willful, wanton, and malicious; 348 
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(b) In reckless disregard for the rights of any insured; or 349 

(c) In reckless disregard for the rights of a beneficiary 350 

under a life insurance contract. 351 

 352 

Any person who pursues a claim under this subsection shall post 353 

in advance the costs of discovery. Such costs shall be awarded 354 

to the authorized insurer if no punitive damages are awarded to 355 

the plaintiff. 356 

(9)(6) This section does shall not be construed to 357 

authorize a class action suit against an authorized insurer or a 358 

civil action against the commission, the office, or the 359 

department or any of their employees, or to create a cause of 360 

action when an authorized health insurer refuses to pay a claim 361 

for reimbursement on the ground that the charge for a service 362 

was unreasonably high or that the service provided was not 363 

medically necessary. 364 

(10)(7) In the absence of expressed language to the 365 

contrary, this section shall not be construed to authorize a 366 

civil action or create a cause of action against an authorized 367 

insurer or its employees who, in good faith, release information 368 

about an insured or an insurance policy to a law enforcement 369 

agency in furtherance of an investigation of a criminal or 370 

fraudulent act relating to a motor vehicle theft or a motor 371 

vehicle insurance claim. 372 

(11)(8) The civil remedy specified in this section does not 373 

preempt any other remedy or cause of action provided for 374 

pursuant to any other statute or pursuant to the common law of 375 

this state. Any person may obtain a judgment under either the 376 

common-law remedy of bad faith or this statutory remedy, but is 377 
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shall not be entitled to a judgment under both remedies. This 378 

section does shall not be construed to create a common-law cause 379 

of action. The damages recoverable pursuant to this section 380 

shall include those damages which are a reasonably foreseeable 381 

result of a specified violation of this section by the 382 

authorized insurer and may include an award or judgment in an 383 

amount that exceeds the policy limits. 384 

(12)(9) A surety issuing a payment or performance bond on 385 

the construction or maintenance of a building or roadway project 386 

is not an insurer for purposes of subsection (1). 387 

Section 4. Section 768.0427, Florida Statutes, is created 388 

to read: 389 

768.0427 Admissibility of evidence to prove medical 390 

expenses in personal injury or wrongful death actions; 391 

disclosure of letters of protection; recovery of past and future 392 

medical expenses damages.— 393 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term: 394 

(a) “Factoring company” means a person who purchases a 395 

health care provider’s accounts receivable at a discount below 396 

the invoice value of such accounts. 397 

(b) “Health care coverage” means any third-party health 398 

care or disability services financing arrangement, including, 399 

but not limited to, arrangements with entities certified or 400 

authorized under federal law or under the Florida Insurance 401 

Code; state or federal health care benefit programs; workers’ 402 

compensation; and personal injury protection. 403 

(c) “Health care provider” means any of the following 404 

professionals and entities, and professionals and entities 405 

similarly licensed in another jurisdiction: 406 
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1. A provider as defined in s. 408.803. 407 

2. A clinical laboratory providing services in this state 408 

or services to health care providers in this state, if the 409 

clinical laboratory is certified by the Centers for Medicare and 410 

Medicaid Services under the federal Clinical Laboratory 411 

Improvement Amendments and the federal rules adopted thereunder. 412 

3. A federally qualified health center as defined in 42 413 

U.S.C. s. 1396d(l)(2)(B), as that definition existed on the 414 

effective date of this act. 415 

4. A health care practitioner as defined in s. 456.001. 416 

5. A health care professional licensed under part IV of 417 

chapter 468. 418 

6. A home health aide as defined in s. 400.462. 419 

7. A provider licensed under chapter 394 or chapter 397 and 420 

its clinical and nonclinical staff providing inpatient or 421 

outpatient services. 422 

8. A continuing care facility licensed under chapter 651. 423 

9. A pharmacy permitted under chapter 465. 424 

(d) “Letter of Protection” means any arrangement by which a 425 

health care provider renders treatment in exchange for a promise 426 

of payment for the claimant’s medical expenses from any judgment 427 

or settlement of a personal injury or wrongful death action. The 428 

term includes any such arrangement, regardless of whether 429 

referred to as a letter of protection. 430 

(2) ADMISSIBLE EVIDENCE OF MEDICAL TREATMENT OR SERVICE 431 

EXPENSES.—Evidence offered to prove the amount of damages for 432 

past or future medical treatment or services in a personal 433 

injury or wrongful death action is admissible only as provided 434 

in this subsection. 435 
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(a) Evidence offered to prove the amount of damages for 436 

past medical treatment or services that have been satisfied is 437 

limited to evidence of the amount actually paid, regardless of 438 

the source of payment. 439 

(b) Evidence offered to prove the amount necessary to 440 

satisfy unpaid charges for incurred medical treatment or 441 

services is limited to evidence as provided in this paragraph. 442 

1. If the claimant has health care coverage, evidence of 443 

the amount which such health care coverage is obligated to pay 444 

the health care provider to satisfy the charges for the 445 

claimant’s incurred medical treatment or services, plus the 446 

claimant’s share of medical expenses under the insurance 447 

contract or regulation. 448 

2. If the claimant has health care coverage but obtains 449 

treatment under a letter of protection or otherwise does not 450 

submit charges for any health care provider’s medical treatment 451 

or services to health care coverage, evidence of the amount the 452 

claimant’s health care coverage would pay the health care 453 

provider to satisfy the past unpaid medical charges under the 454 

insurance contract or regulation, plus the claimant’s share of 455 

medical expenses under the insurance contract or regulation, had 456 

the claimant obtained medical services or treatment pursuant to 457 

the health care coverage. 458 

3. If the claimant does not have health care coverage, 459 

evidence of 120 percent of the Medicare reimbursement rate in 460 

effect at the time of trial for the claimant’s incurred medical 461 

treatment or services, or, if there is no applicable Medicare 462 

rate for a service, 170 percent of the applicable state Medicaid 463 

rate. 464 
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4. If the claimant obtains medical treatment or services 465 

under a letter of protection and the health care provider 466 

subsequently transfers the right to receive payment under the 467 

letter of protection to a third party, evidence of the amount 468 

the third party paid or agreed to pay the health care provider 469 

in exchange for the right to receive payment pursuant to the 470 

letter of protection. 471 

5. Any evidence disclosed under subsection (3) related to a 472 

letter of protection. 473 

(c) Evidence offered to prove the amount of damages for any 474 

future medical treatment or services the claimant will receive 475 

is limited to evidence as provided in this paragraph. 476 

1. If the claimant has health care coverage or is eligible 477 

for any health care coverage, evidence of the amount for which 478 

the future charges of health care providers could be satisfied 479 

if submitted to such health care coverage, plus the claimant’s 480 

share of medical expenses under the insurance contract or 481 

regulation. 482 

2. If the claimant does not have health care coverage, 483 

evidence of 120 percent of the Medicare reimbursement rate in 484 

effect at the time of trial for the medical treatment or 485 

services the claimant will receive, or, if there is no 486 

applicable Medicare rate for a service, 170 percent of the 487 

applicable state Medicaid rate. 488 

(d) This subsection does not impose an affirmative duty 489 

upon any party to seek a reduction in billed charges to which 490 

the party is not contractually entitled. 491 

(e) Individual contracts between providers and authorized 492 

commercial insurers or authorized health maintenance 493 
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organizations are not subject to discovery or disclosure and are 494 

not admissible into evidence. 495 

(3) LETTERS OF PROTECTION; REQUIRED DISCLOSURES.—In a 496 

personal injury or wrongful death action, as a condition 497 

precedent to asserting any claim for medical expenses for 498 

treatment rendered under a letter of protection, the claimant 499 

must disclose: 500 

(a) A copy of the letter of protection. 501 

(b) All billings for the claimant’s medical expenses, which 502 

must be itemized and, to the extent applicable, coded according 503 

to the American Medical Association’s Current Procedural 504 

Terminology (CPT), or the Healthcare Common Procedure Coding 505 

System (HCPCS), in effect for the year in which services are 506 

rendered. 507 

(c) If the health care provider sells the accounts 508 

receivable for the claimant’s medical expenses to a factoring 509 

company or other third party: 510 

1. The name of the factoring company or other third party 511 

who purchased such accounts. 512 

2. The dollar amount for which the factoring company or 513 

other third party purchased such accounts, including any 514 

discount provided below the invoice amount. 515 

(d) Whether the claimant, at the time medical treatment was 516 

rendered, had health care coverage and, if so, the identity of 517 

such coverage. 518 

(e) Whether the claimant was referred for treatment under a 519 

letter of protection and, if so, the identity of the person who 520 

made the referral. If the referral is made by the claimant’s 521 

attorney, disclosure of the referral is permitted, and evidence 522 
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of such referral is admissible notwithstanding any provision 523 

within s. 90.502. Moreover, in such situation, the financial 524 

relationship between a law firm and a medical provider, 525 

including the number of referrals, frequency, and financial 526 

benefit obtained, is relevant to the issue of the bias of a 527 

testifying medical provider. 528 

(4) DAMAGES RECOVERABLE FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT OR SERVICE 529 

EXPENSES.—The damages that may be recovered by a claimant in a 530 

personal injury or wrongful death action for the reasonable and 531 

necessary cost or value of medical care rendered may not include 532 

any amount in excess of the evidence of medical treatment and 533 

services expenses admitted pursuant to subsection (2), and also 534 

may not exceed the sum of the following: 535 

(a) Amounts actually paid by or on behalf of the claimant 536 

to a health care provider who rendered medical treatment or 537 

services; 538 

(b) Amounts necessary to satisfy charges for medical 539 

treatment or services that are due and owing but at the time of 540 

trial are not yet satisfied; and 541 

(c) Amounts necessary to provide for any reasonable and 542 

necessary medical treatment or services the claimant will 543 

receive in the future. 544 

Section 5. Section 768.0701, Florida Statutes, is created 545 

to read: 546 

768.0701 Premises liability for criminal acts of third 547 

parties.—Notwithstanding s. 768.81(4), in an action for damages 548 

against the owner, lessor, operator, or manager of commercial or 549 

real property brought by a person lawfully on the property who 550 

was injured by the criminal act of a third party, the trier of 551 
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fact must consider the fault of all persons who contributed to 552 

the injury. 553 

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 768.79, Florida 554 

Statutes, is amended to read: 555 

768.79 Offer of judgment and demand for judgment.— 556 

(1) In any civil action for damages and in any civil action 557 

involving an insurance contract filed in the courts of this 558 

state, if a defendant files an offer of judgment which is not 559 

accepted by the plaintiff within 30 days, the defendant shall be 560 

entitled to recover reasonable costs and attorney’s fees 561 

incurred by her or him or on the defendant’s behalf pursuant to 562 

a policy of liability insurance or other contract from the date 563 

of filing of the offer if the judgment is one of no liability or 564 

the judgment obtained by the plaintiff is at least 25 percent 565 

less than such offer, and the court shall set off such costs and 566 

attorney’s fees against the award. Where such costs and 567 

attorney’s fees total more than the judgment, the court shall 568 

enter judgment for the defendant against the plaintiff for the 569 

amount of the costs and fees, less the amount of the plaintiff’s 570 

award. If a plaintiff files a demand for judgment which is not 571 

accepted by the defendant within 30 days and the plaintiff 572 

recovers a judgment in an amount at least 25 percent greater 573 

than the offer, she or he shall be entitled to recover 574 

reasonable costs and attorney’s fees incurred from the date of 575 

the filing of the demand. If rejected, neither an offer nor 576 

demand is admissible in subsequent litigation, except for 577 

pursuing the penalties of this section. 578 

Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 768.81, Florida 579 

Statutes, is amended, and subsection (6) is added to that 580 
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section, to read: 581 

768.81 Comparative fault.— 582 

(2) EFFECT OF CONTRIBUTORY FAULT.—In a negligence action, 583 

contributory fault chargeable to the claimant diminishes 584 

proportionately the amount awarded as economic and noneconomic 585 

damages for an injury attributable to the claimant’s 586 

contributory fault, but does not bar recovery, subject to 587 

subsection (6). 588 

(6) GREATER PERCENTAGE OF FAULT.—In a negligence action to 589 

which this section applies, any party found to be greater than 590 

50 percent at fault for his or her own harm may not recover any 591 

damages. This subsection does not apply to an action for damages 592 

for personal injury or wrongful death arising out of medical 593 

negligence pursuant to chapter 766. 594 

Section 8. Section 626.9373, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 595 

Section 9. Section 627.428, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 596 

Section 10. Subsection (4) of section 624.123, Florida 597 

Statutes, is amended to read: 598 

624.123 Certain international health insurance policies; 599 

exemption from code.— 600 

(4) Any international health insurance policy or 601 

application solicited, provided, entered into, issued, or 602 

delivered pursuant to this subsection is exempt from all 603 

provisions of the insurance code, except that such policy, 604 

contract, or agreement is subject to the provisions of ss. 605 

624.155, 624.316, 624.3161, 626.951, 626.9511, 626.9521, 606 

626.9541, 626.9551, 626.9561, 626.9571, 626.9581, 626.9591, 607 

626.9601, 627.413, 627.4145, 627.428, and 627.6043. 608 

Section 11. Subsection (4) of section 624.488, Florida 609 
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Statutes, is amended to read: 610 

624.488 Applicability of related laws.—In addition to other 611 

provisions of the code cited in ss. 624.460-624.488: 612 

(4) Sections 627.291, 627.413, 627.4132, 627.416, 627.418, 613 

627.420, 627.421, 627.425, 627.426, 627.4265, 627.427, 627.428, 614 

627.702, and 627.706; part XI of chapter 627; ss. 627.912, 615 

627.913, and 627.918; 616 

 617 

apply to self-insurance funds. Only those sections of the code 618 

that are expressly and specifically cited in ss. 624.460-624.489 619 

apply to self-insurance funds. 620 

Section 12. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 621 

627.062, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 622 

627.062 Rate standards.— 623 

(3) 624 

(b) Individual risk rates and modifications to existing 625 

approved forms are not subject to this part or part II, except 626 

for paragraph (a) and ss. 627.402, 627.403, 627.4035, 627.404, 627 

627.405, 627.406, 627.407, 627.4085, 627.409, 627.4132, 628 

627.4133, 627.415, 627.416, 627.417, 627.419, 627.425, 627.426, 629 

627.4265, and 627.427, and 627.428, but are subject to all other 630 

applicable provisions of this code and rules adopted thereunder. 631 

Section 13. Section 627.401, Florida Statutes, is amended 632 

to read: 633 

627.401 Scope of this part.—No provision of this part of 634 

this chapter applies to: 635 

(1) Reinsurance. 636 

(2) Policies or contracts not issued for delivery in this 637 

state nor delivered in this state, except as otherwise provided 638 



Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 236 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

597-02362-23 2023236c1 

 Page 23 of 29  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

in this code. 639 

(3) Wet marine and transportation insurance, except ss. 640 

627.409 and, 627.420, and 627.428. 641 

(4) Title insurance, except ss. 627.406, 627.415, 627.416, 642 

627.419, and 627.427, and 627.428. 643 

(5) Credit life or credit disability insurance, except s. 644 

627.419(5) ss. 627.419(5) and 627.428. 645 

Section 14. Subsection (8) of section 627.727, Florida 646 

Statutes, is amended to read: 647 

627.727 Motor vehicle insurance; uninsured and underinsured 648 

vehicle coverage; insolvent insurer protection.— 649 

(8) The provisions of s. 627.428 do not apply to any action 650 

brought pursuant to this section against the uninsured motorist 651 

insurer unless there is a dispute over whether the policy 652 

provides coverage for an uninsured motorist proven to be liable 653 

for the accident. 654 

Section 15. Subsection (8) of section 627.736, Florida 655 

Statutes, is amended to read: 656 

627.736 Required personal injury protection benefits; 657 

exclusions; priority; claims.— 658 

(8) APPLICABILITY OF PROVISION REGULATING ATTORNEY FEES.—659 

With respect to any dispute under the provisions of ss. 627.730-660 

627.7405 between the insured and the insurer, or between an 661 

assignee of an insured’s rights and the insurer, the provisions 662 

of s. 768.79 ss. 627.428 and 768.79 apply, except as provided in 663 

subsections (10) and (15), and except that any attorney fees 664 

recovered must: 665 

(a) Comply with prevailing professional standards; 666 

(b) Not overstate or inflate the number of hours reasonably 667 

Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 236 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

597-02362-23 2023236c1 

 Page 24 of 29  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

necessary for a case of comparable skill or complexity; and 668 

(c) Represent legal services that are reasonable and 669 

necessary to achieve the result obtained. 670 

 671 

Upon request by either party, a judge must make written 672 

findings, substantiated by evidence presented at trial or any 673 

hearings associated therewith, that any award of attorney fees 674 

complies with this subsection. Notwithstanding s. 627.428, 675 

Attorney fees recovered under ss. 627.730-627.7405 must be 676 

calculated without regard to a contingency risk multiplier. 677 

Section 16. Section 627.756, Florida Statutes, is amended 678 

to read: 679 

627.756 Bonds for construction contracts; attorney fees in 680 

case of suit.— 681 

(1) Section 627.428 applies to suits brought by owners, 682 

contractors, subcontractors, laborers, and materialmen against a 683 

surety insurer under payment or performance bonds written by the 684 

insurer under the laws of this state to indemnify against 685 

pecuniary loss by breach of a building or construction contract. 686 

Owners, contractors, subcontractors, laborers, and materialmen 687 

shall be deemed to be insureds or beneficiaries for the purposes 688 

of this section. 689 

(2) A surety who issues a bid, performance, or payment bond 690 

in connection with construction activities where hazardous 691 

substances exist or are discovered is liable under ss. 376.308 692 

and 403.727 only to the extent provided in this section 693 

subsection. In case of a default, the surety is liable only for 694 

the cost of completion of the contract work in accordance with 695 

the plans and specifications, less the balance of funds 696 
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remaining to be paid under the contract, up to the penal sum of 697 

the bond. The surety is not liable on a bond to indemnify or 698 

compensate the obligee for loss or liability arising from 699 

personal injury or property damage, whether or not caused by a 700 

breach of the bonded contract. Further, a right of action does 701 

not accrue on a bond to or for the use of any person other than 702 

the obligee named in the bond. 703 

Section 17. Subsection (4) of section 628.6016, Florida 704 

Statutes, is amended to read: 705 

628.6016 Applicability of related laws.—In addition to 706 

other provisions of the code cited in ss. 628.6011-628.6018: 707 

(4) Sections 627.291, 627.413, 627.4132, 627.416, 627.418, 708 

627.420, 627.421, 627.425, 627.426, 627.4265, 627.427, 627.428, 709 

627.702, and 627.706; part XI of chapter 627; ss. 627.912, 710 

627.913, and 627.918; and 711 

 712 

apply to assessable mutual insurers; however, ss. 628.255, 713 

628.411, and 628.421 do not apply. No section of the code not 714 

expressly and specifically cited in ss. 628.6011-628.6018 715 

applies to assessable mutual insurers. The term “assessable 716 

mutual insurer” shall be substituted for the term “commercial 717 

self-insurer” as appropriate. 718 

Section 18. Section 631.70, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 719 

Section 19. Section 631.926, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 720 

Section 20. Paragraphs (a) and (j) of subsection (1) of 721 

section 475.01, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 722 

475.01 Definitions.— 723 

(1) As used in this part: 724 

(a) “Broker” means a person who, for another, and for a 725 
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compensation or valuable consideration directly or indirectly 726 

paid or promised, expressly or impliedly, or with an intent to 727 

collect or receive a compensation or valuable consideration 728 

therefor, appraises, auctions, sells, exchanges, buys, rents, or 729 

offers, attempts or agrees to appraise, auction, or negotiate 730 

the sale, exchange, purchase, or rental of business enterprises 731 

or business opportunities or any real property or any interest 732 

in or concerning the same, including mineral rights or leases, 733 

or who advertises or holds out to the public by any oral or 734 

printed solicitation or representation that she or he is engaged 735 

in the business of appraising, auctioning, buying, selling, 736 

exchanging, leasing, or renting business enterprises or business 737 

opportunities or real property of others or interests therein, 738 

including mineral rights, or who takes any part in the procuring 739 

of sellers, purchasers, lessors, or lessees of business 740 

enterprises or business opportunities or the real property of 741 

another, or leases, or interest therein, including mineral 742 

rights, or who directs or assists in the procuring of prospects 743 

or in the negotiation or closing of any transaction which does, 744 

or is calculated to, result in a sale, exchange, or leasing 745 

thereof, and who receives, expects, or is promised any 746 

compensation or valuable consideration, directly or indirectly 747 

therefor; and all persons who advertise rental property 748 

information or lists. A broker renders a professional service 749 

and is a professional within the meaning of s. 95.11(4)(b) s. 750 

95.11(4)(a). Where the term “appraise” or “appraising” appears 751 

in the definition of the term “broker,” it specifically excludes 752 

those appraisal services which must be performed only by a 753 

state-licensed or state-certified appraiser, and those appraisal 754 
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services which may be performed by a registered trainee 755 

appraiser as defined in part II. The term “broker” also includes 756 

any person who is a general partner, officer, or director of a 757 

partnership or corporation which acts as a broker. The term 758 

“broker” also includes any person or entity who undertakes to 759 

list or sell one or more timeshare periods per year in one or 760 

more timeshare plans on behalf of any number of persons, except 761 

as provided in ss. 475.011 and 721.20. 762 

(j) “Sales associate” means a person who performs any act 763 

specified in the definition of “broker,” but who performs such 764 

act under the direction, control, or management of another 765 

person. A sales associate renders a professional service and is 766 

a professional within the meaning of s. 95.11(4)(b) s. 767 

95.11(4)(a). 768 

Section 21. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section 769 

475.611, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 770 

475.611 Definitions.— 771 

(1) As used in this part, the term: 772 

(h) “Appraiser” means any person who is a registered 773 

trainee real estate appraiser, a licensed real estate appraiser, 774 

or a certified real estate appraiser. An appraiser renders a 775 

professional service and is a professional within the meaning of 776 

s. 95.11(4)(b) s. 95.11(4)(a). 777 

Section 22. Subsection (7) of section 517.191, Florida 778 

Statutes, is amended to read: 779 

517.191 Injunction to restrain violations; civil penalties; 780 

enforcement by Attorney General.— 781 

(7) Notwithstanding s. 95.11(4)(f) s. 95.11(4)(e), an 782 

enforcement action brought under this section based on a 783 
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violation of any provision of this chapter or any rule or order 784 

issued under this chapter shall be brought within 6 years after 785 

the facts giving rise to the cause of action were discovered or 786 

should have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence, 787 

but not more than 8 years after the date such violation 788 

occurred. 789 

Section 23. Subsection (2) of section 627.441, Florida 790 

Statutes, is amended to read: 791 

627.441 Commercial general liability policies; coverage to 792 

contractors for completed operations.— 793 

(2) A liability insurer must offer coverage at an 794 

appropriate additional premium for liability arising out of 795 

current or completed operations under an owner-controlled 796 

insurance program for any period beyond the period for which the 797 

program provides liability coverage, as specified in s. 798 

255.0517(2)(b). The period of such coverage must be sufficient 799 

to protect against liability arising out of an action brought 800 

within the time limits provided in s. 95.11(3)(b) s. 801 

95.11(3)(c). 802 

Section 24. Subsection (11) of section 632.638, Florida 803 

Statutes, is amended to read: 804 

632.638 Applicability of other code provisions.—In addition 805 

to other provisions contained or referred to in this chapter, 806 

the following chapters and provisions of this code apply to 807 

fraternal benefit societies, to the extent applicable and not in 808 

conflict with the express provisions of this chapter and the 809 

reasonable implications thereof: 810 

(11) Section 627.428; 811 

Section 25. The Division of Law Revision is directed to 812 
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replace the phrase “the effective date of this act” wherever it 813 

occurs in this act with the date this act becomes a law. 814 

Section 26. The amendments made by this act to s. 95.11, 815 

Florida Statutes, apply to causes of action accruing after the 816 

effective date of this act. 817 

Section 27. This act shall not be construed to impair any 818 

right under an insurance contract in effect on or before the 819 

effective date of this act. To the extent that this act affects 820 

a right under an insurance contract, this act applies to an 821 

insurance contract issued or renewed after the effective date of 822 

this act. 823 

Section 28. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 824 

act, this act shall apply to causes of action filed after the 825 

effective date of this act. 826 

Section 29. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 827 
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The Committee on Judiciary (Hutson) recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete everything after the enacting clause 3 

and insert: 4 

Section 1. Section 57.104, Florida Statutes, is amended to 5 

read: 6 

57.104 Computation of attorney attorneys’ fees.— 7 

(1) In any action in which attorney attorneys’ fees are to 8 

be determined or awarded by the court, the court shall consider, 9 

among other things, time and labor of any legal assistants who 10 

contributed nonclerical, meaningful legal support to the matter 11 
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involved and who are working under the supervision of an 12 

attorney. For purposes of this section “legal assistant” means a 13 

person, who under the supervision and direction of a licensed 14 

attorney engages in legal research, and case development or 15 

planning in relation to modifications or initial proceedings, 16 

services, processes, or applications; or who prepares or 17 

interprets legal documents or selects, compiles, and uses 18 

technical information from references such as digests, 19 

encyclopedias, or practice manuals and analyzes and follows 20 

procedural problems that involve independent decisions. 21 

(2) In any action in which attorney fees are determined or 22 

awarded by the court, there is a strong presumption that a 23 

lodestar fee is sufficient and reasonable. This presumption may 24 

be overcome only in a rare and exceptional circumstance with 25 

evidence that competent counsel could not otherwise be retained. 26 

Section 2. Section 86.121, Florida Statutes, is created to 27 

read: 28 

86.121 Attorney fees; actions for declaratory relief to 29 

determine insurance coverage after denial of claim.—In an action 30 

brought under this chapter for declaratory relief to determine 31 

insurance coverage after the insurer has made a denial of a 32 

claim: 33 

(1) Either party is entitled to the summary procedure 34 

provided in s. 51.011, and the court shall advance the cause on 35 

the calendar. 36 

(2) The court shall award reasonable attorney fees to the 37 

named insured, omnibus insured, or named beneficiary under a 38 

policy issued by the insurer, upon rendition of a declaratory 39 

judgment in favor of the named insured, omnibus insured, or 40 
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named beneficiary. This right may not be transferred to, 41 

assigned to, or acquired in any other manner by anyone other 42 

than a named or omnibus insured or a named beneficiary. A 43 

defense offered by an insurer pursuant to a reservation of 44 

rights does not constitute a denial of a claim. Such fees are 45 

limited to those incurred in the action brought under this 46 

chapter for declaratory relief to determine coverage of 47 

insurance issued under the Florida Insurance Code. 48 

Section 3. Subsections (3), (4), and (10) of section 95.11, 49 

Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (12) is added to 50 

that section, to read: 51 

95.11 Limitations other than for the recovery of real 52 

property.—Actions other than for recovery of real property shall 53 

be commenced as follows: 54 

(3) WITHIN FOUR YEARS.— 55 

(a) An action founded on negligence. 56 

(b) An action relating to the determination of paternity, 57 

with the time running from the date the child reaches the age of 58 

majority. 59 

(b)(c) An action founded on the design, planning, or 60 

construction of an improvement to real property, with the time 61 

running from the date of actual possession by the owner, the 62 

date of the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, the date of 63 

abandonment of construction if not completed, or the date of 64 

completion of the contract or termination of the contract 65 

between the professional engineer, registered architect, or 66 

licensed contractor and his or her employer, whichever date is 67 

latest; except that, when the action involves a latent defect, 68 

the time runs from the time the defect is discovered or should 69 
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have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence. In any 70 

event, the action must be commenced within 10 years after the 71 

date of actual possession by the owner, the date of the issuance 72 

of a certificate of occupancy, the date of abandonment of 73 

construction if not completed, or the date of completion of the 74 

contract or termination of the contract between the professional 75 

engineer, registered architect, or licensed contractor and his 76 

or her employer, whichever date is latest. However, 77 

counterclaims, cross-claims, and third-party claims that arise 78 

out of the conduct, transaction, or occurrence set out or 79 

attempted to be set out in a pleading may be commenced up to 1 80 

year after the pleading to which such claims relate is served, 81 

even if such claims would otherwise be time barred. With respect 82 

to actions founded on the design, planning, or construction of 83 

an improvement to real property, if such construction is 84 

performed pursuant to a duly issued building permit and if a 85 

local enforcement agency, state enforcement agency, or special 86 

inspector, as those terms are defined in s. 553.71, has issued a 87 

final certificate of occupancy or certificate of completion, 88 

then as to the construction which is within the scope of such 89 

building permit and certificate, the correction of defects to 90 

completed work or repair of completed work, whether performed 91 

under warranty or otherwise, does not extend the period of time 92 

within which an action must be commenced. Completion of the 93 

contract means the later of the date of final performance of all 94 

the contracted services or the date that final payment for such 95 

services becomes due without regard to the date final payment is 96 

made. 97 

(c)(d) An action to recover public money or property held 98 
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by a public officer or employee, or former public officer or 99 

employee, and obtained during, or as a result of, his or her 100 

public office or employment. 101 

(d)(e) An action for injury to a person founded on the 102 

design, manufacture, distribution, or sale of personal property 103 

that is not permanently incorporated in an improvement to real 104 

property, including fixtures. 105 

(e)(f) An action founded on a statutory liability. 106 

(f)(g) An action for trespass on real property. 107 

(g)(h) An action for taking, detaining, or injuring 108 

personal property. 109 

(h)(i) An action to recover specific personal property. 110 

(i)(j) A legal or equitable action founded on fraud. 111 

(j)(k) A legal or equitable action on a contract, 112 

obligation, or liability not founded on a written instrument, 113 

including an action for the sale and delivery of goods, wares, 114 

and merchandise, and on store accounts. 115 

(k)(l) An action to rescind a contract. 116 

(l)(m) An action for money paid to any governmental 117 

authority by mistake or inadvertence. 118 

(m)(n) An action for a statutory penalty or forfeiture. 119 

(n)(o) An action for assault, battery, false arrest, 120 

malicious prosecution, malicious interference, false 121 

imprisonment, or any other intentional tort, except as provided 122 

in subsections (4), (5), and (7). 123 

(o)(p) Any action not specifically provided for in these 124 

statutes. 125 

(p)(q) An action alleging a violation, other than a willful 126 

violation, of s. 448.110. 127 
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(4) WITHIN TWO YEARS.— 128 

(a) An action founded on negligence. 129 

(b)(a) An action for professional malpractice, other than 130 

medical malpractice, whether founded on contract or tort; 131 

provided that the period of limitations shall run from the time 132 

the cause of action is discovered or should have been discovered 133 

with the exercise of due diligence. However, the limitation of 134 

actions herein for professional malpractice shall be limited to 135 

persons in privity with the professional. 136 

(c)(b) An action for medical malpractice shall be commenced 137 

within 2 years from the time the incident giving rise to the 138 

action occurred or within 2 years from the time the incident is 139 

discovered, or should have been discovered with the exercise of 140 

due diligence; however, in no event shall the action be 141 

commenced later than 4 years from the date of the incident or 142 

occurrence out of which the cause of action accrued, except that 143 

this 4-year period shall not bar an action brought on behalf of 144 

a minor on or before the child’s eighth birthday. An “action for 145 

medical malpractice” is defined as a claim in tort or in 146 

contract for damages because of the death, injury, or monetary 147 

loss to any person arising out of any medical, dental, or 148 

surgical diagnosis, treatment, or care by any provider of health 149 

care. The limitation of actions within this subsection shall be 150 

limited to the health care provider and persons in privity with 151 

the provider of health care. In those actions covered by this 152 

paragraph in which it can be shown that fraud, concealment, or 153 

intentional misrepresentation of fact prevented the discovery of 154 

the injury the period of limitations is extended forward 2 years 155 

from the time that the injury is discovered or should have been 156 
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discovered with the exercise of due diligence, but in no event 157 

to exceed 7 years from the date the incident giving rise to the 158 

injury occurred, except that this 7-year period shall not bar an 159 

action brought on behalf of a minor on or before the child’s 160 

eighth birthday. This paragraph shall not apply to actions for 161 

which ss. 766.301-766.316 provide the exclusive remedy. 162 

(d)(c) An action to recover wages or overtime or damages or 163 

penalties concerning payment of wages and overtime. 164 

(e)(d) An action for wrongful death. 165 

(f)(e) An action founded upon a violation of any provision 166 

of chapter 517, with the period running from the time the facts 167 

giving rise to the cause of action were discovered or should 168 

have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence, but not 169 

more than 5 years from the date such violation occurred. 170 

(g)(f) An action for personal injury caused by contact with 171 

or exposure to phenoxy herbicides while serving either as a 172 

civilian or as a member of the Armed Forces of the United States 173 

during the period January 1, 1962, through May 7, 1975; the 174 

period of limitations shall run from the time the cause of 175 

action is discovered or should have been discovered with the 176 

exercise of due diligence. 177 

(h)(g) An action for libel or slander. 178 

(10) FOR INTENTIONAL TORTS RESULTING IN DEATH FROM ACTS 179 

DESCRIBED IN S. 782.04 OR S. 782.07.—Notwithstanding paragraph 180 

(4)(e) (4)(d), an action for wrongful death seeking damages 181 

authorized under s. 768.21 brought against a natural person for 182 

an intentional tort resulting in death from acts described in s. 183 

782.04 or s. 782.07 may be commenced at any time. This 184 

subsection shall not be construed to require an arrest, the 185 
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filing of formal criminal charges, or a conviction for a 186 

violation of s. 782.04 or s. 782.07 as a condition for filing a 187 

civil action. 188 

(12) FOR ACTIONS INVOLVING SERVICEMEMBERS.—Any action 189 

involving a servicemember as defined in s. 250.01 is subject to 190 

the provisions of s. 250.5201 and part IV of chapter 250, which 191 

includes the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. ss. 501 192 

et seq., providing for protections to members of the United 193 

States Armed Forces, the United States Reserve Forces, or the 194 

National Guard during terms of federal or state active duty 195 

which materially affect the servicemember’s ability to appear. 196 

Section 4. Section 624.155, Florida Statutes, is amended to 197 

read: 198 

624.155 Civil remedy.— 199 

(1) Any person may bring a civil action against an insurer 200 

when such person is damaged: 201 

(a) By a violation of any of the following provisions by 202 

the insurer: 203 

1. Section 626.9541(1)(i), (o), or (x); 204 

2. Section 626.9551; 205 

3. Section 626.9705; 206 

4. Section 626.9706; 207 

5. Section 626.9707; or 208 

6. Section 627.7283. 209 

(b) By the commission of any of the following acts by the 210 

insurer: 211 

1. Not attempting in good faith to settle claims when, 212 

under all the circumstances, it could and should have done so, 213 

had it acted fairly and honestly toward its insured and with due 214 
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regard for her or his interests; 215 

2. Making claims payments to insureds or beneficiaries not 216 

accompanied by a statement setting forth the coverage under 217 

which payments are being made; or 218 

3. Except as to liability coverages, failing to promptly 219 

settle claims, when the obligation to settle a claim has become 220 

reasonably clear, under one portion of the insurance policy 221 

coverage in order to influence settlements under other portions 222 

of the insurance policy coverage. 223 

 224 

Notwithstanding the provisions of the above to the contrary, a 225 

person pursuing a remedy under this section need not prove that 226 

such act was committed or performed with such frequency as to 227 

indicate a general business practice. 228 

(2) Any party may bring a civil action against an 229 

unauthorized insurer if such party is damaged by a violation of 230 

s. 624.401 by the unauthorized insurer. 231 

(3)(a) As a condition precedent to bringing an action under 232 

this section, the department and the authorized insurer must 233 

have been given 60 days’ written notice of the violation. Notice 234 

to the authorized insurer must be provided by the department to 235 

the e-mail address designated by the insurer under s. 624.422. 236 

(b) The notice shall be on a form provided by the 237 

department and shall state with specificity the following 238 

information, and such other information as the department may 239 

require: 240 

1. The statutory provision, including the specific language 241 

of the statute, which the authorized insurer allegedly violated. 242 

2. The facts and circumstances giving rise to the 243 
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violation. 244 

3. The name of any individual involved in the violation. 245 

4. Reference to specific policy language that is relevant 246 

to the violation, if any. If the person bringing the civil 247 

action is a third party claimant, she or he shall not be 248 

required to reference the specific policy language if the 249 

authorized insurer has not provided a copy of the policy to the 250 

third party claimant pursuant to written request. 251 

5. A statement that the notice is given in order to perfect 252 

the right to pursue the civil remedy authorized by this section. 253 

(c) No action shall lie if, within 60 days after the 254 

insurer receives notice from the department in accordance with 255 

this subsection, the damages are paid or the circumstances 256 

giving rise to the violation are corrected. 257 

(d) The authorized insurer that is the recipient of a 258 

notice filed pursuant to this section shall report to the 259 

department on the disposition of the alleged violation. 260 

(e) The applicable statute of limitations for an action 261 

under this section shall be tolled for a period of: 262 

1. Sixty days after the insurer receives from the 263 

department the notice required by this subsection. 264 

2. Sixty days after the date appraisal is invoked pursuant 265 

to paragraph (f). 266 

(f) A notice required under this subsection may not be 267 

filed within 60 days after appraisal is invoked by any party in 268 

a residential property insurance claim. 269 

(4)(a) An action for bad faith involving a liability 270 

insurance claim, including any such action brought under the 271 

common law, shall not lie if the insurer tenders the lesser of 272 
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the policy limits or the amount demanded by the claimant within 273 

90 days after receiving actual notice of a claim which is 274 

accompanied by sufficient evidence to support the amount of the 275 

claim. 276 

(b) If an insurer does not tender the lesser of the policy 277 

limits or the amount demanded by the claimant within the 90-day 278 

timeframe provided in paragraph (a), the existence of the 90-day 279 

timeframe and that no bad faith action could lie had the insurer 280 

tendered the lesser of policy limits or the amount demanded by 281 

the claimant pursuant to paragraph (a) is inadmissible in any 282 

action seeking to establish bad faith on the part of the 283 

insurer. 284 

(c) If the insurer fails to tender pursuant to paragraph 285 

(a) within the 90-day period, any applicable statute of 286 

limitations is extended for an additional 90 days. 287 

(5) In any bad faith action, whether such action is brought 288 

under this section or is based on the common-law remedy for bad 289 

faith: 290 

(a) Mere negligence alone is insufficient to constitute bad 291 

faith. 292 

(b)1. The insured, claimant, and representative of the 293 

insured or claimant have a duty to act in good faith in 294 

furnishing information regarding the claim, in making demands of 295 

the insurer, in setting deadlines, and in attempting to settle 296 

the claim. This duty does not create a separate cause of action, 297 

but may only be considered pursuant to subparagraph 2. 298 

2. In any action for bad faith against an insurer, the 299 

trier of fact may consider whether the insured, claimant, or 300 

representative of the insured or claimant did not act in good 301 
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faith pursuant to this paragraph, in which case the trier of 302 

fact may reasonably reduce the amount of damages awarded against 303 

the insurer. 304 

(6) If two or more third-party claimants have competing 305 

claims arising out of a single occurrence, which in total may 306 

exceed the available policy limits of one or more of the insured 307 

parties who may be liable to the third-party claimants, an 308 

insurer is not liable beyond the available policy limits for 309 

failure to pay all or any portion of the available policy limits 310 

to one or more of the third-party claimants if, within 90 days 311 

after receiving notice of the competing claims in excess of the 312 

available policy limits, the insurer complies with either 313 

paragraph (a) or paragraph (b). 314 

(a) The insurer files an interpleader action under the 315 

Florida Rules of Civil Procedure. If the claims of the competing 316 

third-party claimants are found to be in excess of the policy 317 

limits, the third-party claimants are entitled to a prorated 318 

share of the policy limits as determined by the trier of fact. 319 

An insurer’s interpleader action does not alter or amend the 320 

insurer’s obligation to defend its insured. 321 

(b) Pursuant to binding arbitration that has been agreed to 322 

by the insurer and the third-party claimants, the insurer makes 323 

the entire amount of the policy limits available for payment to 324 

the competing third-party claimants before a qualified 325 

arbitrator agreed to by the insurer and such third-party 326 

claimants at the expense of the insurer. The third-party 327 

claimants are entitled to a prorated share of the policy limits 328 

as determined by the arbitrator, who must consider the 329 

comparative fault, if any, of each third-party claimant, and the 330 
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total likely outcome at trial based upon the total of the 331 

economic and noneconomic damages submitted to the arbitrator for 332 

consideration. A third-party claimant whose claim is resolved by 333 

the arbitrator must execute and deliver a general release to the 334 

insured party whose claim is resolved by the proceeding. 335 

(7)(4) Upon adverse adjudication at trial or upon appeal, 336 

the authorized insurer shall be liable for damages, together 337 

with court costs and reasonable attorney attorney’s fees 338 

incurred by the plaintiff. 339 

(8)(5) No Punitive damages may not shall be awarded under 340 

this section unless the acts giving rise to the violation occur 341 

with such frequency as to indicate a general business practice 342 

and these acts are: 343 

(a) Willful, wanton, and malicious; 344 

(b) In reckless disregard for the rights of any insured; or 345 

(c) In reckless disregard for the rights of a beneficiary 346 

under a life insurance contract. 347 

 348 

Any person who pursues a claim under this subsection shall post 349 

in advance the costs of discovery. Such costs shall be awarded 350 

to the authorized insurer if no punitive damages are awarded to 351 

the plaintiff. 352 

(9)(6) This section does shall not be construed to 353 

authorize a class action suit against an authorized insurer or a 354 

civil action against the commission, the office, or the 355 

department or any of their employees, or to create a cause of 356 

action when an authorized health insurer refuses to pay a claim 357 

for reimbursement on the ground that the charge for a service 358 

was unreasonably high or that the service provided was not 359 



Florida Senate - 2023 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS for SB 236 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì209768\Î209768 

 

Page 14 of 34 

3/13/2023 1:59:09 PM 590-02410C-23 

medically necessary. 360 

(10)(7) In the absence of expressed language to the 361 

contrary, this section shall not be construed to authorize a 362 

civil action or create a cause of action against an authorized 363 

insurer or its employees who, in good faith, release information 364 

about an insured or an insurance policy to a law enforcement 365 

agency in furtherance of an investigation of a criminal or 366 

fraudulent act relating to a motor vehicle theft or a motor 367 

vehicle insurance claim. 368 

(11)(8) The civil remedy specified in this section does not 369 

preempt any other remedy or cause of action provided for 370 

pursuant to any other statute or pursuant to the common law of 371 

this state. Any person may obtain a judgment under either the 372 

common-law remedy of bad faith or this statutory remedy, but is 373 

shall not be entitled to a judgment under both remedies. This 374 

section does shall not be construed to create a common-law cause 375 

of action. The damages recoverable pursuant to this section 376 

shall include those damages which are a reasonably foreseeable 377 

result of a specified violation of this section by the 378 

authorized insurer and may include an award or judgment in an 379 

amount that exceeds the policy limits. 380 

(12)(9) A surety issuing a payment or performance bond on 381 

the construction or maintenance of a building or roadway project 382 

is not an insurer for purposes of subsection (1). 383 

Section 5. Section 768.0427, Florida Statutes, is created 384 

to read: 385 

768.0427 Admissibility of evidence to prove medical 386 

expenses in personal injury or wrongful death actions; 387 

disclosure of letters of protection; recovery of past and future 388 
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medical expenses damages.— 389 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term: 390 

(a) “Factoring company” means a person who purchases a 391 

health care provider’s accounts receivable at a discount below 392 

the invoice value of such accounts. 393 

(b) “Health care coverage” means any third-party health 394 

care or disability services financing arrangement, including, 395 

but not limited to, arrangements with entities certified or 396 

authorized under federal law or under the Florida Insurance 397 

Code; state or federal health care benefit programs; workers’ 398 

compensation; and personal injury protection. 399 

(c) “Health care provider” means any of the following 400 

professionals and entities, and professionals and entities 401 

similarly licensed in another jurisdiction: 402 

1. A provider as defined in s. 408.803. 403 

2. A clinical laboratory providing services in this state 404 

or services to health care providers in this state, if the 405 

clinical laboratory is certified by the Centers for Medicare and 406 

Medicaid Services under the federal Clinical Laboratory 407 

Improvement Amendments and the federal rules adopted thereunder. 408 

3. A federally qualified health center as defined in 42 409 

U.S.C. s. 1396d(l)(2)(B), as that definition existed on the 410 

effective date of this act. 411 

4. A health care practitioner as defined in s. 456.001. 412 

5. A health care professional licensed under part IV of 413 

chapter 468. 414 

6. A home health aide as defined in s. 400.462. 415 

7. A provider licensed under chapter 394 or chapter 397 and 416 

its clinical and nonclinical staff providing inpatient or 417 
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outpatient services. 418 

8. A continuing care facility licensed under chapter 651. 419 

9. A pharmacy permitted under chapter 465. 420 

(d) “Letter of protection” means any arrangement by which a 421 

health care provider renders treatment in exchange for a promise 422 

of payment for the claimant’s medical expenses from any judgment 423 

or settlement of a personal injury or wrongful death action. The 424 

term includes any such arrangement, regardless of whether 425 

referred to as a letter of protection. 426 

(2) ADMISSIBLE EVIDENCE OF MEDICAL TREATMENT OR SERVICE 427 

EXPENSES.—Evidence offered to prove the amount of damages for 428 

past or future medical treatment or services in a personal 429 

injury or wrongful death action is admissible as provided in 430 

this subsection. 431 

(a) Evidence offered to prove the amount of damages for 432 

past medical treatment or services that have been satisfied is 433 

limited to evidence of the amount actually paid, regardless of 434 

the source of payment. 435 

(b) Evidence offered to prove the amount necessary to 436 

satisfy unpaid charges for incurred medical treatment or 437 

services shall include, but is not limited to, evidence as 438 

provided in this paragraph. 439 

1. If the claimant has health care coverage other than 440 

Medicare or Medicaid, evidence of the amount which such health 441 

care coverage is obligated to pay the health care provider to 442 

satisfy the charges for the claimant’s incurred medical 443 

treatment or services, plus the claimant’s share of medical 444 

expenses under the insurance contract or regulation. 445 

2. If the claimant has health care coverage but obtains 446 
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treatment under a letter of protection or otherwise does not 447 

submit charges for any health care provider’s medical treatment 448 

or services to health care coverage, evidence of the amount the 449 

claimant’s health care coverage would pay the health care 450 

provider to satisfy the past unpaid medical charges under the 451 

insurance contract or regulation, plus the claimant’s share of 452 

medical expenses under the insurance contract or regulation, had 453 

the claimant obtained medical services or treatment pursuant to 454 

the health care coverage. 455 

3. If the claimant does not have health care coverage or 456 

has health care coverage through Medicare or Medicaid, evidence 457 

of 120 percent of the Medicare reimbursement rate in effect on 458 

the date of the claimant’s incurred medical treatment or 459 

services, or, if there is no applicable Medicare rate for a 460 

service, 170 percent of the applicable state Medicaid rate. 461 

4. If the claimant obtains medical treatment or services 462 

under a letter of protection and the health care provider 463 

subsequently transfers the right to receive payment under the 464 

letter of protection to a third party, evidence of the amount 465 

the third party paid or agreed to pay the health care provider 466 

in exchange for the right to receive payment pursuant to the 467 

letter of protection. 468 

5. Any evidence of reasonable amounts billed to the 469 

claimant for medically necessary treatment or medically 470 

necessary services provided to the claimant. 471 

(c) Evidence offered to prove the amount of damages for any 472 

future medical treatment or services the claimant will receive 473 

shall include, but is not limited to, evidence as provided in 474 

this paragraph. 475 
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1. If the claimant has health care coverage other than 476 

Medicare or Medicaid, or is eligible for any such health care 477 

coverage, evidence of the amount for which the future charges of 478 

health care providers could be satisfied if submitted to such 479 

health care coverage, plus the claimant’s share of medical 480 

expenses under the insurance contract or regulation. 481 

2. If the claimant does not have health care coverage or 482 

has health care coverage through Medicare or Medicaid, or is 483 

eligible for such health care coverage, evidence of 120 percent 484 

of the Medicare reimbursement rate in effect at the time of 485 

trial for the medical treatment or services the claimant will 486 

receive, or, if there is no applicable Medicare rate for a 487 

service, 170 percent of the applicable state Medicaid rate. 488 

3. Any evidence of reasonable future amounts to be billed 489 

to the claimant for medically necessary treatment or medically 490 

necessary services. 491 

(d) This subsection does not impose an affirmative duty 492 

upon any party to seek a reduction in billed charges to which 493 

the party is not contractually entitled. 494 

(e) Individual contracts between providers and authorized 495 

commercial insurers or authorized health maintenance 496 

organizations are not subject to discovery or disclosure and are 497 

not admissible into evidence. 498 

(3) LETTERS OF PROTECTION; REQUIRED DISCLOSURES.—In a 499 

personal injury or wrongful death action, as a condition 500 

precedent to asserting any claim for medical expenses for 501 

treatment rendered under a letter of protection, the claimant 502 

must disclose: 503 

(a) A copy of the letter of protection. 504 
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(b) All billings for the claimant’s medical expenses, which 505 

must be itemized and, to the extent applicable, coded according 506 

to: 507 

1. For health care providers billing at the provider level, 508 

the American Medical Association’s Current Procedural 509 

Terminology (CPT), or the Healthcare Common Procedure Coding 510 

System (HCPCS), in effect on the date the services were 511 

rendered. 512 

2. For health care providers billing at the facility level 513 

for expenses incurred in a clinical or outpatient setting, 514 

including when billing through an Ambulatory Payment 515 

Classification (APC) or Enhanced Ambulatory Patient Grouping 516 

(EAPG), the International Classification of Diseases (ICD) 517 

diagnosis code and, if applicable, the American Medical 518 

Association’s Current Procedural Terminology (CPT), in effect on 519 

the date the services were rendered. 520 

3. For health care providers billing at the facility level 521 

for expenses incurred in an inpatient setting, including when 522 

billing through a Diagnosis Related Group (DRG), the 523 

International Classification of Diseases (ICD) diagnosis and 524 

procedure codes in effect on the date in which the claimant is 525 

discharged. 526 

(c) If the health care provider sells the accounts 527 

receivable for the claimant’s medical expenses to a factoring 528 

company or other third party: 529 

1. The name of the factoring company or other third party 530 

who purchased such accounts. 531 

2. The dollar amount for which the factoring company or 532 

other third party purchased such accounts, including any 533 
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discount provided below the invoice amount. 534 

(d) Whether the claimant, at the time medical treatment was 535 

rendered, had health care coverage and, if so, the identity of 536 

such coverage. 537 

(e) Whether the claimant was referred for treatment under a 538 

letter of protection and, if so, the identity of the person who 539 

made the referral. If the referral is made by the claimant’s 540 

attorney, disclosure of the referral is permitted, and evidence 541 

of such referral is admissible notwithstanding s. 90.502. 542 

Moreover, in such situation, the financial relationship between 543 

a law firm and a medical provider, including the number of 544 

referrals, frequency, and financial benefit obtained, is 545 

relevant to the issue of the bias of a testifying medical 546 

provider. 547 

(4) DAMAGES RECOVERABLE FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT OR SERVICE 548 

EXPENSES.—The damages that may be recovered by a claimant in a 549 

personal injury or wrongful death action for the reasonable and 550 

necessary cost or value of medical care rendered may not include 551 

any amount in excess of the evidence of medical treatment and 552 

services expenses admitted pursuant to subsection (2), and also 553 

may not exceed the sum of the following: 554 

(a) Amounts actually paid by or on behalf of the claimant 555 

to a health care provider who rendered medical treatment or 556 

services; 557 

(b) Amounts necessary to satisfy charges for medical 558 

treatment or services that are due and owing but at the time of 559 

trial are not yet satisfied; and 560 

(c) Amounts necessary to provide for any reasonable and 561 

necessary medical treatment or services the claimant will 562 
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receive in the future. 563 

Section 6. Section 768.0701, Florida Statutes, is created 564 

to read: 565 

768.0701 Premises liability for criminal acts of third 566 

parties.—Notwithstanding s. 768.81(4), in an action for damages 567 

against the owner, lessor, operator, or manager of commercial or 568 

real property brought by a person lawfully on the property who 569 

was injured by the criminal act of a third party, the trier of 570 

fact must consider the fault of all persons who contributed to 571 

the injury. 572 

Section 7. Section 768.0706, Florida Statutes, is created 573 

to read: 574 

768.0706 Multifamily residential property safety and 575 

security; presumption against liability.— 576 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 577 

(a) “Crime prevention through environmental design” has the 578 

same meaning as in s. 163.503(6). 579 

(b) “Multifamily residential property” means a residential 580 

building, or group of residential buildings, such as apartments, 581 

townhouses, or condominiums, consisting of at least five 582 

dwelling units on a particular parcel. 583 

(c) “Parcel” means real property for which a distinct 584 

parcel identification number is assigned to the property by the 585 

property appraiser for the county in which the property is 586 

located. 587 

(2) The owner or principal operator of a multifamily 588 

residential property which substantially implements the 589 

following security measures on that property, and demonstrates 590 

substantial implementation, has a presumption against liability 591 
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in connection with criminal acts that occur on the premises 592 

which are committed by third parties who are not employees or 593 

agents of the owner or operator: 594 

(a)1. A security camera system at points of entry and exit 595 

which records, and maintains as retrievable for at least 30 596 

days, video footage to assist in offender identification and 597 

apprehension. 598 

2. A lighted parking lot illuminated at an intensity of at 599 

least an average of 1.8 foot-candles per square foot at 18 600 

inches above the surface from dusk until dawn or controlled by 601 

photocell or any similar electronic device that provides light 602 

from dusk until dawn. 603 

3. Lighting in walkways, laundry rooms, common areas, and 604 

porches. Such lighting must be illuminated from dusk until dawn 605 

or controlled by photocell or any similar electronic device that 606 

provides light from dusk until dawn. 607 

4. At least a 1-inch deadbolt in each dwelling unit door. 608 

5. A locking device on each window, each exterior sliding 609 

door, and any other doors not used for community purposes. 610 

6. Locked gates with key or fob access along pool fence 611 

areas. 612 

7. A peephole or door viewer on each dwelling unit door 613 

that does not include a window or that does not have a window 614 

next to the door. 615 

(b) By January 1, 2025, the owner or principal operator of 616 

a multifamily residential property has a crime prevention 617 

through environmental design assessment that is no more than 3 618 

years old completed for the property. Such assessment must be 619 

performed by a law enforcement agency or a Florida Crime 620 
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Prevention Through Environmental Design Practitioner designated 621 

by the Florida Crime Prevention Training Institute of the 622 

Department of Legal Affairs. The owner or principal operator 623 

must remain in substantial compliance with the assessment for 624 

purposes of this paragraph. 625 

(c)1. By January 1, 2025, the owner or principal operator 626 

of a multifamily residential property provides proper crime 627 

deterrence and safety training to its current employees. After 628 

January 1, 2025, the owner or principal operator must provide 629 

such training to an employee within 60 days after his or her 630 

hire date for purposes of this paragraph. 631 

2. For purposes of this paragraph, “proper crime deterrence 632 

and safety training” means training which trains and 633 

familiarizes employees with the security principles, devices, 634 

measures, and standards set forth under paragraph (a), and which 635 

is reviewed at least every 3 years and updated as necessary. The 636 

owner or principal operator may request a law enforcement agency 637 

or the Florida Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 638 

Practitioner performing the assessment under paragraph (b) to 639 

review the training curriculum. 640 

(3) The Florida Crime Prevention Training Institute of the 641 

Department of Legal Affairs shall develop a proposed curriculum 642 

or best practices for owners or principal operators to implement 643 

such training. The state has no liability in connection with 644 

providing a proposed training curriculum under this subsection. 645 

(4) This section does not establish a private cause of 646 

action. 647 

Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 768.81, Florida 648 

Statutes, is amended, and subsection (6) is added to that 649 



Florida Senate - 2023 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS for SB 236 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì209768\Î209768 

 

Page 24 of 34 

3/13/2023 1:59:09 PM 590-02410C-23 

section, to read: 650 

768.81 Comparative fault.— 651 

(2) EFFECT OF CONTRIBUTORY FAULT.—In a negligence action, 652 

contributory fault chargeable to the claimant diminishes 653 

proportionately the amount awarded as economic and noneconomic 654 

damages for an injury attributable to the claimant’s 655 

contributory fault, but does not bar recovery, subject to 656 

subsection (6). 657 

(6) GREATER PERCENTAGE OF FAULT.—In a negligence action to 658 

which this section applies, any party found to be greater than 659 

50 percent at fault for his or her own harm may not recover any 660 

damages. This subsection does not apply to an action for damages 661 

for personal injury or wrongful death arising out of medical 662 

negligence pursuant to chapter 766. 663 

Section 9. Section 626.9373, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 664 

Section 10. Section 627.428, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 665 

Section 11. Paragraphs (a) and (j) of subsection (1) of 666 

section 475.01, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 667 

475.01 Definitions.— 668 

(1) As used in this part: 669 

(a) “Broker” means a person who, for another, and for a 670 

compensation or valuable consideration directly or indirectly 671 

paid or promised, expressly or impliedly, or with an intent to 672 

collect or receive a compensation or valuable consideration 673 

therefor, appraises, auctions, sells, exchanges, buys, rents, or 674 

offers, attempts or agrees to appraise, auction, or negotiate 675 

the sale, exchange, purchase, or rental of business enterprises 676 

or business opportunities or any real property or any interest 677 

in or concerning the same, including mineral rights or leases, 678 
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or who advertises or holds out to the public by any oral or 679 

printed solicitation or representation that she or he is engaged 680 

in the business of appraising, auctioning, buying, selling, 681 

exchanging, leasing, or renting business enterprises or business 682 

opportunities or real property of others or interests therein, 683 

including mineral rights, or who takes any part in the procuring 684 

of sellers, purchasers, lessors, or lessees of business 685 

enterprises or business opportunities or the real property of 686 

another, or leases, or interest therein, including mineral 687 

rights, or who directs or assists in the procuring of prospects 688 

or in the negotiation or closing of any transaction which does, 689 

or is calculated to, result in a sale, exchange, or leasing 690 

thereof, and who receives, expects, or is promised any 691 

compensation or valuable consideration, directly or indirectly 692 

therefor; and all persons who advertise rental property 693 

information or lists. A broker renders a professional service 694 

and is a professional within the meaning of s. 95.11(4)(b) s. 695 

95.11(4)(a). Where the term “appraise” or “appraising” appears 696 

in the definition of the term “broker,” it specifically excludes 697 

those appraisal services which must be performed only by a 698 

state-licensed or state-certified appraiser, and those appraisal 699 

services which may be performed by a registered trainee 700 

appraiser as defined in part II. The term “broker” also includes 701 

any person who is a general partner, officer, or director of a 702 

partnership or corporation which acts as a broker. The term 703 

“broker” also includes any person or entity who undertakes to 704 

list or sell one or more timeshare periods per year in one or 705 

more timeshare plans on behalf of any number of persons, except 706 

as provided in ss. 475.011 and 721.20. 707 
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(j) “Sales associate” means a person who performs any act 708 

specified in the definition of “broker,” but who performs such 709 

act under the direction, control, or management of another 710 

person. A sales associate renders a professional service and is 711 

a professional within the meaning of s. 95.11(4)(b) s. 712 

95.11(4)(a). 713 

Section 12. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section 714 

475.611, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 715 

475.611 Definitions.— 716 

(1) As used in this part, the term: 717 

(h) “Appraiser” means any person who is a registered 718 

trainee real estate appraiser, a licensed real estate appraiser, 719 

or a certified real estate appraiser. An appraiser renders a 720 

professional service and is a professional within the meaning of 721 

s. 95.11(4)(b) s. 95.11(4)(a). 722 

Section 13. Subsection (7) of section 517.191, Florida 723 

Statutes, is amended to read: 724 

517.191 Injunction to restrain violations; civil penalties; 725 

enforcement by Attorney General.— 726 

(7) Notwithstanding s. 95.11(4)(f) s. 95.11(4)(e), an 727 

enforcement action brought under this section based on a 728 

violation of any provision of this chapter or any rule or order 729 

issued under this chapter shall be brought within 6 years after 730 

the facts giving rise to the cause of action were discovered or 731 

should have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence, 732 

but not more than 8 years after the date such violation 733 

occurred. 734 

Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 627.441, Florida 735 

Statutes, is amended to read: 736 
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627.441 Commercial general liability policies; coverage to 737 

contractors for completed operations.— 738 

(2) A liability insurer must offer coverage at an 739 

appropriate additional premium for liability arising out of 740 

current or completed operations under an owner-controlled 741 

insurance program for any period beyond the period for which the 742 

program provides liability coverage, as specified in s. 743 

255.0517(2)(b). The period of such coverage must be sufficient 744 

to protect against liability arising out of an action brought 745 

within the time limits provided in s. 95.11(3)(b) s. 746 

95.11(3)(c). 747 

Section 15. Subsection (4) of section 624.123, Florida 748 

Statutes, is amended to read: 749 

624.123 Certain international health insurance policies; 750 

exemption from code.— 751 

(4) Any international health insurance policy or 752 

application solicited, provided, entered into, issued, or 753 

delivered pursuant to this subsection is exempt from all 754 

provisions of the insurance code, except that such policy, 755 

contract, or agreement is subject to the provisions of ss. 756 

624.155, 624.316, 624.3161, 626.951, 626.9511, 626.9521, 757 

626.9541, 626.9551, 626.9561, 626.9571, 626.9581, 626.9591, 758 

626.9601, 627.413, 627.4145, 627.428, and 627.6043. 759 

Section 16. Subsection (4) of section 624.488, Florida 760 

Statutes, is amended to read: 761 

624.488 Applicability of related laws.—In addition to other 762 

provisions of the code cited in ss. 624.460-624.488: 763 

(4) Sections 627.291, 627.413, 627.4132, 627.416, 627.418, 764 

627.420, 627.421, 627.425, 627.426, 627.4265, 627.427, 627.428, 765 
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627.702, and 627.706; part XI of chapter 627; ss. 627.912, 766 

627.913, and 627.918; 767 

 768 

apply to self-insurance funds. Only those sections of the code 769 

that are expressly and specifically cited in ss. 624.460-624.489 770 

apply to self-insurance funds. 771 

Section 17. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 772 

627.062, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 773 

627.062 Rate standards.— 774 

(3) 775 

(b) Individual risk rates and modifications to existing 776 

approved forms are not subject to this part or part II, except 777 

for paragraph (a) and ss. 627.402, 627.403, 627.4035, 627.404, 778 

627.405, 627.406, 627.407, 627.4085, 627.409, 627.4132, 779 

627.4133, 627.415, 627.416, 627.417, 627.419, 627.425, 627.426, 780 

627.4265, and 627.427, and 627.428, but are subject to all other 781 

applicable provisions of this code and rules adopted thereunder. 782 

Section 18. Section 627.401, Florida Statutes, is amended 783 

to read: 784 

627.401 Scope of this part.—No provision of this part of 785 

this chapter applies to: 786 

(1) Reinsurance. 787 

(2) Policies or contracts not issued for delivery in this 788 

state nor delivered in this state, except as otherwise provided 789 

in this code. 790 

(3) Wet marine and transportation insurance, except ss. 791 

627.409 and, 627.420, and 627.428. 792 

(4) Title insurance, except ss. 627.406, 627.415, 627.416, 793 

627.419, and 627.427, and 627.428. 794 
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(5) Credit life or credit disability insurance, except s. 795 

627.419(5) ss. 627.419(5) and 627.428. 796 

Section 19. Subsection (8) of section 627.727, Florida 797 

Statutes, is amended to read: 798 

627.727 Motor vehicle insurance; uninsured and underinsured 799 

vehicle coverage; insolvent insurer protection.— 800 

(8) The provisions of s. 627.428 do not apply to any action 801 

brought pursuant to this section against the uninsured motorist 802 

insurer unless there is a dispute over whether the policy 803 

provides coverage for an uninsured motorist proven to be liable 804 

for the accident. 805 

Section 20. Subsection (8) of section 627.736, Florida 806 

Statutes, is amended to read: 807 

627.736 Required personal injury protection benefits; 808 

exclusions; priority; claims.— 809 

(8) APPLICABILITY OF PROVISION REGULATING ATTORNEY FEES.—810 

With respect to any dispute under the provisions of ss. 627.730-811 

627.7405 between the insured and the insurer, or between an 812 

assignee of an insured’s rights and the insurer, the provisions 813 

of s. 768.79 ss. 627.428 and 768.79 apply, except as provided in 814 

subsections (10) and (15), and except that any attorney fees 815 

recovered must: 816 

(a) Comply with prevailing professional standards; 817 

(b) Not overstate or inflate the number of hours reasonably 818 

necessary for a case of comparable skill or complexity; and 819 

(c) Represent legal services that are reasonable and 820 

necessary to achieve the result obtained. 821 

 822 

Upon request by either party, a judge must make written 823 
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findings, substantiated by evidence presented at trial or any 824 

hearings associated therewith, that any award of attorney fees 825 

complies with this subsection. Notwithstanding s. 627.428, 826 

Attorney fees recovered under ss. 627.730-627.7405 must be 827 

calculated without regard to a contingency risk multiplier. 828 

Section 21. Section 627.756, Florida Statutes, is amended 829 

to read: 830 

627.756 Bonds for construction contracts; attorney fees in 831 

case of suit.— 832 

(1) In a suit Section 627.428 applies to suits brought by 833 

an owner, a contractor, a subcontractor, a laborer, or a 834 

materialman owners, contractors, subcontractors, laborers, and 835 

materialmen against a surety insurer under payment or 836 

performance bonds written by the insurer under the laws of this 837 

state to indemnify against pecuniary loss by breach of a 838 

building or construction contract, upon the rendition of a 839 

judgment or decree by any of the courts of this state against 840 

the surety insurer and in favor of the owner, contractor, 841 

subcontractor, laborer, or materialman, the trial court or, in 842 

the event of an appeal in which the owner, contractor, 843 

subcontractor, laborer, or materialman prevails, the appellate 844 

court, shall adjudge or decree against the surety insurer and in 845 

favor of the owner, contractor, subcontractor, laborer, or 846 

materialman a reasonable sum as fees or compensation for the 847 

attorney prosecuting the suit in which the recovery is had. 848 

Owners, contractors, subcontractors, laborers, and materialmen 849 

shall be deemed to be insureds or beneficiaries for the purposes 850 

of this section. 851 

(2) A surety who issues a bid, performance, or payment bond 852 
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in connection with construction activities where hazardous 853 

substances exist or are discovered is liable under ss. 376.308 854 

and 403.727 only to the extent provided in this subsection. In 855 

case of a default, the surety is liable only for the cost of 856 

completion of the contract work in accordance with the plans and 857 

specifications, less the balance of funds remaining to be paid 858 

under the contract, up to the penal sum of the bond. The surety 859 

is not liable on a bond to indemnify or compensate the obligee 860 

for loss or liability arising from personal injury or property 861 

damage, whether or not caused by a breach of the bonded 862 

contract. Further, a right of action does not accrue on a bond 863 

to or for the use of any person other than the obligee named in 864 

the bond. 865 

Section 22. Subsection (4) of section 628.6016, Florida 866 

Statutes, is amended to read: 867 

628.6016 Applicability of related laws.—In addition to 868 

other provisions of the code cited in ss. 628.6011-628.6018: 869 

(4) Sections 627.291, 627.413, 627.4132, 627.416, 627.418, 870 

627.420, 627.421, 627.425, 627.426, 627.4265, 627.427, 627.428, 871 

627.702, and 627.706; part XI of chapter 627; ss. 627.912, 872 

627.913, and 627.918; and 873 

 874 

apply to assessable mutual insurers; however, ss. 628.255, 875 

628.411, and 628.421 do not apply. No section of the code not 876 

expressly and specifically cited in ss. 628.6011-628.6018 877 

applies to assessable mutual insurers. The term “assessable 878 

mutual insurer” shall be substituted for the term “commercial 879 

self-insurer” as appropriate. 880 

Section 23. Section 631.70, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 881 
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Section 24. Section 631.926, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 882 

Section 25. Subsection (11) of section 632.638, Florida 883 

Statutes, is amended to read: 884 

632.638 Applicability of other code provisions.—In addition 885 

to other provisions contained or referred to in this chapter, 886 

the following chapters and provisions of this code apply to 887 

fraternal benefit societies, to the extent applicable and not in 888 

conflict with the express provisions of this chapter and the 889 

reasonable implications thereof: 890 

(11) Section 627.428; 891 

Section 26. The Division of Law Revision is directed to 892 

replace the phrase “the effective date of this act” wherever it 893 

occurs in this act with the date this act becomes a law. 894 

Section 27. The amendments made by this act to s. 95.11, 895 

Florida Statutes, apply to causes of action accruing after the 896 

effective date of this act. 897 

Section 28. This act shall not be construed to impair any 898 

right under an insurance contract in effect on or before the 899 

effective date of this act. To the extent that this act affects 900 

a right under an insurance contract, this act applies to an 901 

insurance contract issued or renewed after the effective date of 902 

this act. 903 

Section 29. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 904 

act, this act shall apply to causes of action filed after the 905 

effective date of this act. 906 

Section 30. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 907 

 908 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 909 

And the title is amended as follows: 910 
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Delete everything before the enacting clause 911 

and insert: 912 

A bill to be entitled 913 

An act relating to civil remedies; amending s. 57.104, 914 

F.S.; creating a rebuttable presumption that a 915 

lodestar fee is a sufficient and reasonable attorney 916 

fee in most civil actions; providing an exception; 917 

creating s. 86.121, F.S.; authorizing a court to award 918 

attorney fees in certain declaratory actions; 919 

prohibiting the transfer, assignment, or acquisition 920 

of the right to such attorney fees except by specified 921 

persons; providing construction; amending s. 95.11, 922 

F.S.; reducing the statute of limitations for 923 

negligence actions; providing applicability of certain 924 

provisions to actions involving servicemembers; 925 

amending s. 624.155, F.S.; providing standards for bad 926 

faith actions; providing for the distribution of 927 

proceeds when two or more third-party claims arising 928 

out of a single occurrence exceed policy limits; 929 

creating s. 768.0427, F.S.; providing definitions; 930 

providing standards for the admissibility of evidence 931 

to prove the cost of damages for medical expenses in 932 

certain civil actions; requiring certain disclosures 933 

with respect to claims for medical expenses for 934 

treatment rendered under letters of protection; 935 

specifying the damages that may be recovered by a 936 

claimant for the reasonable and necessary cost of 937 

medical care; creating s. 768.0701, F.S.; requiring 938 

the trier of fact to consider the fault of certain 939 
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persons who contribute to an injury; creating s. 940 

768.0706, F.S.; providing definitions; providing that 941 

the owner or principal operator of a multifamily 942 

residential property which substantially implements 943 

specified security measures on that property has a 944 

presumption against liability for negligence in 945 

connection with certain criminal acts that occur on 946 

the premises; requiring the Florida Crime Prevention 947 

Training Institute of the Department of Legal Affairs 948 

to develop a proposed curriculum or best practices for 949 

owners or principal operators; providing construction; 950 

amending s. 768.81, F.S.; providing that a party in a 951 

negligence action who is at fault by a specified 952 

amount may not recover damages under a comparative 953 

negligence action; providing applicability; repealing 954 

ss. 626.9373 and 627.428, F.S., relating to attorney 955 

fees awarded against surplus lines insurers and 956 

insurers, respectively; amending s. 627.756, F.S.; 957 

providing for the award of costs and attorney fees in 958 

certain actions; amending ss. 475.01, 475.611, 959 

517.191, 627.441, 624.123, 624.488, 627.062, 627.401, 960 

627.727, 627.736, 628.6016, and 632.638, F.S.; 961 

conforming cross-references and provisions to changes 962 

made by the act; repealing ss. 631.70 and 631.926, 963 

F.S., relating to attorney fees; providing a directive 964 

to the Division of Law Revision; providing 965 

applicability and construction; providing an effective 966 

date. 967 



' :; The Florida Senate

' . ., APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

State

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Meeting Date

Committee

Bill mber orTopic

effibq
Name

Address

(fl q7 f trttsl

frVao/c?r& VStreet

City Zip

Speaking: For I Agatnst ! lnformation OR waiveSpeaking: ! lnSupport I Against

ffi^

^a.-

/ /ndz'arluz
a registered lobbyist,

PLEASE CHECKONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored.by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-gOt (OB/1O/2021)



03.14.23

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Bill Number orTopic

?oq+b8
236

Name Andy Bolin

Address 1905 E. 7th Ave.

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

(813) 848-0600

Emait asb@bolin-law.com
Street

Tampa
oty

FL
State

33605
Zip

Speaking: ffiror ffingainst l[ tnformation OR waivespeakins: lDtnsupport ffinsainst

E- lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi t urn u registered lobbyist,' representrng:

Florida Justice Reform lnstitute

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



03.14.23

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

32801

Bill Number or:Tooic

ZoqvlrS
236

Name
Laurette A. Balinsky

Address 201 South Orange Avenue

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

407 -540-9170

Emait LBalinsky@insurancedefense.net
Street

Orlando
Ctty

FL
State Zip

Speaking:

Fr-r fi neainst lf, tnformation OR waivespeakinn' lfltn support Efnsainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

m I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. W I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: Itr- I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:Florida Retail Federation

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (OB/10/2O21\



The Florida Senate

Ma,,'oh LcsL3 APPEARANCE RECORD Sts Ebb
, Meeting'5td{cic" Bill Number orTopic

'/ -4
Committef

Deliver both copies of this form to
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting 9o9 -6Q
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Ameniment Barcode iiapplicable)

V\)

Name

Address +t
Street

Phone

L1l&'uir fnSanlt'

Zip

e{1

M,rn* Ft - 33\5b YVal*hcare a
ts

Io, na/
Srdte

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

City w?* i&t
S king: !ror IAgainst lnformation OR waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! Against

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021\



03.14.23

Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

32801

Bill Number orTooic

Zo't lGg
236

Address 201 South Orange Avenue - Suite 200

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

407 -540-9170

Email FPierce@i nsu rancedefense. net

Committee

Frank E. Pierce lV

Street

Orlando
City

FL
State Zip

Speaking: Fto' ! Against |[ tnformation OR waive Speaking: E] tn Support E- ngainst

€l"JtJ.

trtr

LILou , c,itl'Luu.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

llEft arn upp"uring without
IH'- compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist
representing:

This form is part ofthe public record forthis meeting. 5-001 (03/10/2021)



3t14t23
Meeting Date

Banking & lnsurance
Committee

Street

Miami
City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

331 56

236
Bill Number orTopic

209768
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

305-537-1238Name Kansas Gooden, Esq.

Address 117675 Dixie Hwy #274

Phone

Emait kgooden@boydjen.com

FL
State Zip

Speaking: pi ro,. ffi nsainst [i tnformation OR waive speakins: IEI tn support [[ neainst

IE I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi t u. u registered lobbyis!
' representing:

Personal lnsurance Federation of Florida

tr I am not a lobbyist but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)
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Judiciary

Name

Street

C4/

Meeting Date

Committee

Address 1800 K Street NW - Suite 1000

Cary Silverman

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

236
Bill Number orTopic

209768
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

202-783-8400

Emair csilverman@shb.com

Washington DC 20006
ZipState

speakins: lfl ror [fl nsainst ! lnformation OR waivespeakinn, E lnsupport ffi ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

m I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:American Tort Reform Association

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OOI (08/10/2021)
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Judiciary

Name

Address 3o
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Co'nm ittee

L.J eur;n"^ KwraTG-

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

CS/SB 236
Bill Nurnber or Topic

677606
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Email u'' It A,\Lur+<I"t,- O LD,ht,{ r 3-}

..J\c-rtJoHviur-L Fu 3 3)ob
City State Zip

Speaking For ! Against P tnformation OR waive speakinnt @ In support ffi ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. -lL_l

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting s-001 (08/10/2021)
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Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional stafl conducting the meeting

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date

Co'nrrttee

Bill Number or Topic

677606

{/ S" yJ Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

/06/ ///d,07 ft-.
Phone o( o q,

/ /\

() 4ol.(f,--

0//^

Email f

q/14/
sute Zip

Speaking: ffi ror ffingainst |[- tnformation OR waivespeaking: lZ tnsupport ffingainst

-lu lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorshlp.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-ll I tamaregisteredlobbyist,
IU' representrng: tr. I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



March 14,2023

Meeting Date
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Name

Committee

Scott Macdonald

180 Fountain Parkway N.

Street

St. Petersburg

Ctty

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

3371 6

Zp

236

Bill Number orTopic

677606

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

813-514-2108

smacdonald @ blueskycom mu nities.com

Reset Form

Address

FL

State

Speaking: - -l[__] ror llvl Asainst lnformation OR Waive Speaking' ffi ln Support E ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

tn I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-ool (08/10/2021)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to
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Bill Number orTopic
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State Zip

Speaking: I ror ! Against f lnformation OR Waive Speaking:
Nn 
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PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

or sponsorship.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-0Ol (0g/10/20211
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Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

Committee

Mlchael Haggard

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Sonate pK)krssional stal'f conducting the rneeting

Phone

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic:

Loll teDte
Amendment Barcode (ii' applicable)

305-446-5700

Address 330 Alhambra Circle, Floor 1

Street

Coral Gables

rmair ffioh@haggardlawfirm.com

Ctty

FL 33134-5004

State Zip

ltr'lt+l For Against lnformation OR Waive Speaking: m ln Support lrT
llJl AgainstSpeaking: m ffii

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:
o

lVi;. lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

!.g

lLl. I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: ffi I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/20211
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Judiciary

Name

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate proft:ssir:nal staff conducting the meeting

Phone
904-358-8881

Emait curry@pajcic.com

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date Bill Number orT

o
Barcode (if applicable)

Address 1 lndependent Dr., Suite 1900

Curry Pajcic
C.ommittee

Strect

Jacksonville
City

FL
State

32202
Zp

nSpeaking Ir{fi For m Against lnformation OR waive Speaking: m ln Support ffiRgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

m lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

ilt:
ilt,Iq: I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: tffi I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)
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Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Dellver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

L77 6oa
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

9t3-).lt 6soqName I l\\ Cr|^)

Address LoC I Fre,n or..J- Ar,o
St/eet

la.

Email ty' Fq @ql Jc\t(L q 6u)ef. < cry.^
d U

Crty State Zip

- 
:

Speaking: lV ro, lI nguinrt I lnformation OR waivespeaking: mlnsupport l! ngainst

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEA5E CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

-ll I lamareqisteredlobbyist,
IU' representrng:

tr. I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021\



March 14,2023

Meeting Date

Judiciary

Name

Address

Committee

Scott Macdonald

180 Fountain Parkway N

Stteet

St. Petersburg

City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

236

Bill NumberorTopic

677606

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

813-514-2108

smacdonald @ blueskycom m unities.com

,i:Reset Form
FL

State

3371 6

Zip

Speaking: ffi. ror lZi ogu'nu ffi lnformation OR waive speaking: lm tn support ffi ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
l:

IV lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. F lam a registered lobbyist,

representing: In lam not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date

Judiciary
Committee

Name
Stephen Cain

Address 1 SE 3rd Ave., Suite 3000
Street

Miami FL
City State

The Florida Se

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this fonn to

Senate professinnal staff conducting the meerting

Phone

331 31

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or-lopic

LQlfLb-ob
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

305-358-6644

Emait scain@stfblaw.com

Zip

Speaking: llr'l'For m Against ffi tnformation OR waive speakins: in tn support ffi ngatnst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

ilr'1
l_lJ,

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

ln I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

n

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (o8/1ot2o21\



3t14t2023
Meeting Date

Judiciary
C.ommittee

Name
Todd Michaels

Address 330 Alhambra Circle, Floor 1

Street

Coral Gables FL
City State

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this fonn to

Senate profussional stal'f conducling th(' ffi{leting

Phone

33134-5004

bll lel b
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

305-446-5700

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or-lopic

Emait mah@haggardlawfirm.com

Zip

Speaking: llll. For ffi Against ffi tnformation OR waive Speakinn' L] ln Support ffi onu'nu

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance

{travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

n

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)
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APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

staff conducting the rheeting

5 Phone

Email

Number Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

c.i

o

/

I

Name

Address abas @,
df/e F-t-

State Zip

Speaking: I ror I Against tnformation OR waive speaking: I tn suppo ,tfteouinrr

PLEASEEHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lf lam a registered lobbyist,
r{representing:

lC4 ot"

by,

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. s-00r (08/10/2021)
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Judiciary

Name

Stteet

Meeting Date

Committee

D,A fil Sq///,/E4L

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

677606
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

77 7 -1?ooi)

Address ,3r/ K.!. #y'/oo n^,t a&t/il &4)
A

QP.

Ctty zip

Speaking ffi ror ffi ngainst ffi Information OR waive speaking, @ tn support lfl ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

tvl lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr. I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: ln I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021\
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Judiciary

Name

Address
5t/eet

Meeting Date

Cornrrittee

\ A{{^>B
r

--i\"\o-DD'*
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email \

{t 33(d67
zip

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

677606
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

fit3 - 3q*- SCbn

fo ^^

City Stote

- -Speaking: l[_] ror lI ngainst ! lnformation OR waive speaking: lE In support F nqatnst

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr. I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Dellver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

CS/SB 236
i\4eeting Date

Comrnittee

Bill Number orTopic

677606

S c'11 Dr Si,,sr D
q3- 251 oo1'f

It lz U"^ ^4(lsiL D r r rre S" JeS 5*$. 0,$r,s,, edrdtsn$ rn .cdnAddress Email
Strcet

4)6ot
City State Z,p

speaking: [[-ror |[-ngainst lfl tnformation OR waivespeakinn, @ tnsupport ffingainst

F

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-ltA lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: tr. I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Strcet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Comrnittee

Bill Number orTopic

677606

\o* I %nrkr

w+;

813-3r4 -Uq3

t/ l- Email vr/ar*r /r3 @ wt (ow.,

L Srbt{
Ctty State zip

Speaking
l:

ll-.i ro' Against p tnfo,mation OR waivespeaking: IZ tnsupport l[ ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

V I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. l[ I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: tr I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part ofthe public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (Og/jO/20211

h^



3t14.2023

Judiciary

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Comrnittee

Bill Number or Topic

677606

Name

.T
<\nmt3c)n \\oucz-J

Address L\LZ W. Sorr,rre 5t

qr? -75t-5bs
Email

Sileet

D+
Stale Zip

Speaking |[- ro, E- ngainst |[- tnfo,mation OR waive speaki nn, @ tn support l! ngainst

City

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-IV lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr. I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: ln I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Sileet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

334oe

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

CS/SB 236
N4eeting Date Bill Number orTopic

677606

9oz s
Rtz - *9-46oo
b;un@ n{<--/qio(,qrovr-J (*T

City zip

Speaking ffiror l! nsainst lfr tnformation OR waivespeakinn, ffi tnsupport l[ ngainsr

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

-ltA I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: tr I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-o0l (08/10/2021)



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Sileet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicabie)

-(

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date
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Bill Number orTopic
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ilfio,ni W 99rir
City Stote Zip

speaking: ffiror i! ngainst |[ tnformation OR waivespeakinn' lZ Insupport l-l Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: tr. I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
5t/eet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professionai staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date
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Bill Number orTopic
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Committee
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,.r . . Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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€.r (ef rorcU P^{^ ; (k t@ k"k l*u-c^o'-^(,

Lo,tpt woP{ YL- kzo2-
City State Zip

Speaking: fi ror l! nsainst lfi- tnformation OR waive speakinn, lZ tn support l! ngainsr

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING
l:

IV lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. E I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: -ll I t am not a lobbyist, but received
'- something of value for my appearance

(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

Meeting Date

Comrrittee

/r

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Dellver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

677606

| --l -v szql
Amendment Barcode (if applicabie)

'(lu l[L tfL,4o^^, e @\rq c lc, w, c6r4lr"

C^n^*,}o Ft- <\4'Zi7
City siate t zp

Speaking LlFor l! ngainst lfl tnformation OR waive speakins: lA In support F ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting s-001 (08/10/2021)
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Meeting Date
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Lommrttee
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

izgoj

tl5 '?,s (-
Bill Number orTopic

b7l Lou
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

5 5r " L4z.-L(L o

(5TO € {*a.r*c-i^\**, [a-1.^. aa-Address aU_ LJ Jh^:N^ Jt-r.{,+
Street

On\afu Ft-
City State Zip

Speaking: ! ror ! Against ! lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: [Ntnsrpport ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ry
lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-00r (08/10/20211



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Stteet

City

G. )tuon-

6as r. Fo^* {ro.

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Dellver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Vtj- 2 e- 78 t4

i 4o 0 alvQrttsowQY. cot^

Amerrdment Barcode (if applicable)

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Comrnittee

a

Bill Number orTopic

677606

a
Zip

speaking: [-ror ffingainst lfl Information OR waivespeaking: lZ tnsupport l! ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lly'l lam appearing without
' compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: F- I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting s-001 (08/10/2021\



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address

51,.^ll,'o^ 5 -,I.u

0 I Yo^nLo {/-o^
Street

A o,-.
Ctty

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

.r,)o t'{ i! uo Email

3lttt

frrt-111-J7oc

Jlrolh^ e sl.; nrrlo,u a rn,,tr. r o.nr

Amerrdment Barcode (if applicable)

J

cs/sB 236
l\4eeting Date

Com'nittee

Bill Nurnber or Topic

677606

I

ll^t 
^

Fu
State Z,p

speaking: |I- ror l! ngainst [i tnformation OR waive speaking, iZ tn supporr l! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

@ lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. -lLj I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: tn I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address

Meeting Date

Committee

hJo"a

3tu 5;. K"^-'n 1Jtut, Pq.k ere

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

5enate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

677606
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

AB {a 3a 3td
a

5t/.eet

ry
Crty State Zip

Speaking [I- ror l[ ngainst lfr tnformation OR waive speaking' m tn Support lfl nsainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-lv' lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: Itr I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (0g/10/2021)



't

3t14t2023

Judiciary

Name

Strcet

Address L OS 9 fre ,rto ^# A^n

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Fr- 336aa
,rcp zip

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

78Lt 5 7Q
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

."16

t^Jf\() ^f*r*,C.ov7

Meeting Date

Comrnittee

€\\

T (I

-Tl- n^
city I

Speaking: W,o, ! Against lnformation OR waive speaking: lE tn Support l! ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

repre5enting: E- I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021)



March 14,2023

Meeting Date

Judiciary

Name

Committee

Scott Macdonald

180 Fountain Parkway N

Street

St. Petersburg

Crty

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

236

Bill Number orTopic

784578

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

813-514-2108

smacdonald @ bl ueskycommun ities.com

'.:
,.Reset Fgrm

Address

FL

State

3371 6

Zip

Speaking: |Iiror lE nsainst ffi lnformution OR waive speakins, [Ei ln support Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

V,, lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m lam a registered lobbyist,

representing: F lam not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc,),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021)



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date

Cornmrttee

Bill Number orTopic

784578

Address .ht Ll,enf,a Ib Fil, * {tm Emair /rlrCes/J//ucwu&dep.o'tp,clr,d

SKzt/Et-

K,sudl f, .<34 3/

Str 7?V -4700

Street U AI
3,o+

State Zip

Speaking - -ll I ro' lLl nsuinrt lnformation OR waivespeakinn, lZ tnsupport ffingainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: E- I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part ofthe public record for this meeting. 5-001 (OB/1O/2021\

City



3114.2023

Judiciary

T)

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

"EQ:O D

Bill Number orTopic

784578

'-D'^z 613 4q?--tfobc:,Name

Address ,Ca1
Strcet

&+,{tr } { I 73tooT
cty 

J
State

Speaking |ft ror [[ ngainst |[ tnformation OR waive speakins, m ln Support [- ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

V I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.



v 
^t;.',,",,: :r"^!*"// 

o'P

3t14t2023
Meeting Date

Judiciary
(ommittee

Name
Stephen Cain

Address 1 SE 3rd Ave., Suite 3'000
Street

Miami FL
City State

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form tc)

Senate professional staff conducting the rneeting

Phone

33131

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

5 )
Anrendrnent Barr-ode (if applicahle)

305-358-6644

,n.'u,, scain@stfblaw.com

Zip

Speaking: ffi r'ot ffi ngatnst lff tnformution OR waive speaking: m ln Support
!:

lll Aqainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: {ffi I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
{travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

T

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (0g/10/2021\



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

3( \6
Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Cornrittee

Bill Number orTopic

78qszt
P
t2 Vartx

LO 5 S Fre rno* ,.0r*

n3-2r2-7qtq

i q o Q A lv av?z 4ot ut,. con^
UJ Ll

Ctty State

Speaking [- ro' ! ngainst lnformation OR waive speaking, m tn support lfl ngainst

-IV I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ll I lamaregisteredlobbyist,
IU' representrng: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021\



3114.2023

Judiciary

naaress J0l l^r^lo to^0,, J,;1. Qluo

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

jJ,'tJ 
t

784578
Amendrnent Barcode (if applicable)

Phone 5 tr t - 11-7- 1-7 oo

cl r, I

Email Jf tn*|0" @ 5L)nrr lau aru.0, ( 0m

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

Bill Number orTopic

Name 5|,^iPo n4r e,

Stt eet

[\0,^ [-oIo^
Crty

,)I

Ft
Slate zip

Speaking: |I- ror lfr ngainst lfl tnformation OR waive speakingt @ tn support l! ngainst

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ll I lamaregisteredlobbyist,
' representing: tn I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/20211



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
5t/eet

City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Dellver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

784578

8/l*2S1 * (/0i, L
Amendrnent Barcode (if applicable)

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Comrr ittee

Bill Number or Topic

f ,otl D ttus ,c,

ll lz C)n^a4.l <d(- D r r, vc ( ,;J. 5 9.J, c),sJnt * Q d ts]"sr ofr nn. CdtA

zip

Speaking: fi ror l! ngainst ffi tnformation OR waivespeakins: mtnsupport ffingainst

State

r' I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-ll I tamaregisteredlobbyist,
' representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.



3114.2023

Judiciary

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Pho

Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

CS/SB 236
Meetirlg Date

Comrrittee

Bill Number orTopic

784578

Name (7 IUIT?hJ|J\

Address )A QwvV- Lcor.J \lrlt
^3t(- VolT - lSl I

r+rhnbail f "t]-.c*,

fllltuu t (v iltlr5trcet

City 5tale

speaking: ffi-ror l! ngatnst |['tnformation OR waivespeakinn, ffi Insupport |[ngainst

-IV I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi t.r a registered lobbyist,
' representing: IE I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021\



3t14.2023

Judiciary

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conductlng the meeting

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Cornrnittee

Bill Number orTopic

784578
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

xtj -751-5?05
Name Phone

Address t Email
Sileet

33bo
Crty ,ate Zip

-l,:
Speaking: lI ror lf nguinrt lnformation OR waive Speakinn, ffi ln Support ffi ngainst

e

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

7e I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. E' I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/202r)



311412023

Judiciary

Name
Curry Pajcic

Address 1 lndependent Dr., Suite 1900

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

5enate prol'essional stal'f conducting the meeting

Phone

Amendment Barcode (ii applicahle)

904-358-8881

En.|u1| GUfr!@pajcic.com

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date Bill Number arfeqic

cPqs'7 I
Committee

Street

Jacksonville
City

FL 32202
State Zip

Speaking: llgllror m Against ffi lnformation OR Waive Speaking: m ln Support
tffi
IL,,'J, Against

PLEASE CHECKONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m I am a registered lobbyist

representing:
I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-00.1 (08/10/2021)



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
StLeet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional 5taff conducting the meeting

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date Bill Number or Topic

784578
Committee

{Robe Btl-SoE-46ao
4e -l3 z Email c arllrA,

Saat-
Ctty Zip

Speaking ffi ror lfl nsainst lfl tnformation OR waive speakinnt V ln support f Against

Sfate

@ I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi l.r a registered lobbyist,
IU' representrng: Itr I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021\



3114.2023

Judiciary

StLeet

City

Meeting Date

Committee

Name bar/ &lkr
Address 'l3l I o vt- ca hl,e-

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

784578
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone 8ls - 38q - zt43

Email urall.,o,ar1

L 33(o lY
Zip

Speaking: fi ro' lf, nsainst ! lnformation OR waivespeaki"gt @tnsupport lflngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-ltA I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address

City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Dellver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

CS/SB 236
Meetirlg Date

Comrn

Bill Number or Topic

784578

/r Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

/u 1"3o/ e,a

/hn (/-t, 4 i3tt?

Phone 0

Email L,

State Zip

_ l:

Speaking: l! ror lE ngalnrt tnformation OR waive Speakinn, ffi ln Supporr ffi ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING;

@ lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-00i (o8/1o/2o21\



Datc

r The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this fornr to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Bill ber

Amendment (if a

Name

Address b" ('

City Zip

speaking: I ror f] Against ! lnformation OR waive speaking: I tn Suppo ,t ,ffiuinx

State

PLEASE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.).._,.-

/a J,--n {

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3t14.2023

Judiciary

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Amendment Barcode (if applicabie)

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date Bill Number orTopic

784578
Co"nmittee

p*t.; cn Ci4'{t ; ((; 5U5zt-?66(Name

Address ll5oC V^fu.r (.ppl krra ce p^+--, t'< ; @ L-*le l,'u- cE-,-,-
Strcet I

t^kt*oo) e**A ?t- TTzoz
City Zip

Speaking: lD ror lf, ngainst |E tnformation OR waive speakinn, lZ tn support ! Rgainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
l.:

lv) I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing:

I:
lLl I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Stleet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Delrver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

,1,1 Email

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

SZ

{h

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Co..nmittee

(^

Bill Number orTopic

784578

il, 6e

oh JY
Ctty State zip

Speaking: - -lL--l ro' ll I nsainst tnformation OR waive Speakinnt @ ln Supporr ffi Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

7E lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-00i (08/10/20211



311412023

Judiciary

Name
Mlchael Haggard

Address 330 Alhambra Circle, Floor 1

Street

Coral Gables FL
City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meetinq

33134-5004

Phone

Anrendment Barcode (ii' applicable)

305-446-5700

Emait mah@haggardlawfirm.com

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

Bill Number orTooic,t 84513

Srdte Zp

Speaking: For Against lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ffi ln Support lu Against

PLEASE CHECKONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: ffi I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals. lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021]'



311412023
Meeting Date

Judiciary
C.ommittee

Name
Todd Michaels

Address 330 Alhambra Circle, Floor 1

Street

Coral Gables FL
State

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this fonn to

Senate prc.rl'essional stal'f conducting the meeting

33134-5004

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

305-446-5700

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or-looic

I t/s1 P
Phone

Emait mah@haggardlawfirm.com

City Zip

Speaking: lpl'For Against lEn tnfo,..n.,'on OR waive speaking' ln tn support :m Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

m lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

fg

IU' I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 t08/10/2021)



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

97hof
Zip

Amendment Barcode (lf applicable)

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

Bill Number orTopic

784578

'Ku* M*rAr4scta
I

3tZ ). Tr*',SnJ,,- A-,ze

n3 eo3o3&6

Emair r^i an:. Q l-r+J6:'*n.
st/eet {

-TZ,nraa- Ft-
I

City / ' Stote

speakins: fi ror lf,ngainst lfltnformation OR waivespeaking: [Atnsupport E ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-IV lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: tn I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021)



3114.2023

Judiciary

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Del;ver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

CS/SB 236
Meetirlg Date

Comri"ittee

Bill Number orTopic

784578

Name LJ ieul+n \Avcrr( ?oLl- 5ef- 3t fr

h, ; [\ q- h-rtel<^- q roL,{.,,Ld-\Address 6 t+ 133 Email
Street

_fgc,tsoN wtL-t-fi- Fu 30ao?-
City State Zip

Speaking: ffi ror l! ngainst |E lnformation OR waive speaking: m ln support |I ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-ltA I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. ttr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: Itr I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orToPic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

Meeting Date

Committee

l u4D f,"* P,o.e

tu{
Zip

speaking: |[iror. ffi nsainst [Ei tnforration OR waive speaking' ffi ln support lffiogu'nt,

State

mmim

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

I am a registered lobbYist,

representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-00i (08/1 0/2021 )



03t14t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Meeting Date

J udiciary

Name

Address
Street

8;;r"J-a bd6,
35Lo V^avvtrt o 

"l.td 
n {e

]21 b7-t t50z
,,.,, blo da l0 t+@ qma)|,

vF U qvvl
Zip

Speaking: IEJ' ro,. ffi ngainst lfrl tnformation OR waive speaking: ffi ln Support ffi ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

i:

:14 I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m lam a registered lobbyist,

representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



03t14t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

7qe

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applic.rble)

- 9l.6

Judiciarv

Name

Address
Street

City

Meeting Date

Committee

L I f/

Tzrd lvl" L t

ONcn-- tr't-
zip

_
Speaking: ll .l ror Against ffi lnformation OR Waive Speaking: Itr ln Support fffi ogu'nu

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

im I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

m I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: ffii I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/1 0/2021 )



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email I

Zip

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

Crty

Meeting Date

Committee

ftt I a Lunqal'n
l+84 st ,tnrt Sc ?l

ry|? -6lpt>-4?ttt>
418

cltArwfftrx' Fc 33+6F.
State

Speaking iil' ro, ffi ngainst [fri tnformation OR waive speaking' |fi- , ln support ffi nguinrt

l:

ILJmm
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08h0/2021)



03t14t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Nunrber or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Meeting Date

Judiciary

Name

Committee

.tf \tr'.F lnux--
Zue le,r c+ # (o 3

ll^nbon R- 3t-/U 8s
zip

1L1- (e 3(- 16o5

.)Address 3?6 StDU4
Street

Pa(m
tity Lstot,

Speaking: ffi,ror. ffr,nsainst [Ei tnfo,mation OR waive speakins: ffl' ln support lZ onu,nu

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

i:-

"lA

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m lam a registered lobbyist,

representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



3t14t23

Judicia

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD SB 236
- Deliver both copies of this form to
5enate professional staff conductin g the meeting

DUPLICATE

Name

^4

Meeting Date

Committee

9 ''i JO

%a'--
rhoil

ry

Street

City

8a 52a r
J*&f,K(

Bill Number orTopic

Barcode (if applicable)

767

n

Amendment

Address

J
Aj

Phone

Email

2*-a> z3\e.
Zip

speaking: ffiror ffi ngainst ffi tnformation OR waive speakins: m tn support f[ nsatnst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi t.. u registered lobbyist,
representinq: lncompensation or sponsorship.

appearing without

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

While it is o trcdition to encourage public testimony,time moy not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard otthat as many persons as possible can be heard. Ifyou have questions about
this hearing.Those who do speak may be asked to rimit their rcmark so1 1.045 and Joint Rrt, t. ZoZb zozZtointnupr.oaf nrritr.o,o,rt""'This form is part of the public record forthis meeting.

registeilng to lobby please see Fla. Stat. g

s-00r (08/10/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both coPies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Judiciarv

Name

Address

Meeting Date

Committee

K [\rn o]t,,Q r?n

b )ol to?b t a,.rt e il Email Lor d i.'l 0
Street

Ctty

P',nellts Qolt trt )) 7dl
ZipState

Speaking: lfl;ro,. lfl!nsainst ffi tnformation OR waive speakins' ffi ln support lffiogu,nr,

mFi
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08i 1 0/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email t

Zip

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Earcode (if applicable)

Meeting Date

Judiciary

Name

Street

Crty

Committee

M;,; L. il-\onnhu< n-brB'083b'7

Address l3g'l fttr**l.noa O*

State

speaking: ffi ro, ffii ngainst [E tnfo,ration OR waive speaking: ffi ln support Jffi ogu'nt,

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

ill) I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

F lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel. meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/20211



b

0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

CS/SB 236
Eill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

7 Zt - 7./z/ - ?2 L/.1

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

City

Meeting Date

Committee

Setl^- fvtw1a5"'

/oozr lolt-* emair S9{.-*€ S*$e- * r.^"'-'.L.'-el . <",*^

Se;-ne\< ?t 3lz>z
ZipStote

Speaking: ffi ror- ffi ngainst ffi tnformation OR waive speaking' lFi ln support lEI onu'nr,

mlm

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08110/2021\



03/1 412023
Meeting Date

Judiciary
Committee

Name

Address b1
Strcet

City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone 2

Email

53
zip

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

I

State

Speaking: ffi ro.- ffiilngainst ffi tnformation OR Waive Speaking: ln Support
t:

llll ngainst

mmm
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation ot sponsorshiP.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021\



03/1 412023

|ATS E
qtr1 t6+t A".Sg

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if cable)

R^drcSfrr.l6 h,0c

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

City

Meeting Date

ittee

G ? 2
ZipState

speaking: ffi ror. ffi, ngainst [E tnformation OR waive speaking: ffi ln support lffi ogu'nu

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOW]NG:

V I am appearing without
€ompensation or sponsorship. ln lam a registered lobbyist,

representing:
ll I I am not a lobbyist, but received

'+ something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

Th is form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/1 0/2021 )



0311412023

o13

5q s 6Latl rF /\J

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Email

3 s 7/3'
Zip

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

-sg
F0* {-

Judiciarv

Name

Address
Street

Meeting Date

Committee

Ph

f, 12
City State

speaking: fi,ror. ffi ngainst ffi tnformation OR waive speaking: ID: ln Support ffi Rgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

ffi: lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m lam a registered lobbyist,

representing:
I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/20211



03/1 412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone + "//0 '6-Ots

Email /g{f @ , CO/4

Judiciary

Name

Street

Meeting Date

Committee

Address tlq5 C/iarLt,' P[qce Unit q,tF

Teil ana [*qrre;t*

l{arbor F l- J{613
Crty Zip

Speaking: ffi ror. ffi ngainst ffi, tnformation OR waive speaking: ffi ln Support lffi ogu'nu

Stote

Fmin
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



Lo
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of thls form to

5enate professional staff conducting the meeting

c\..c n
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone oLl"- od

2OEmail a^)

Date

Committee

Bill Number orTopic

Name

Address
Street

\-* r*\"ld RoeA L 3JLl4/
City

j;''/ 
StaF- Zip

Speaking: f] ror I Against I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: I tn supponAouinu

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

{
lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the,public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/r0i2021)



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name /l< ;i( o:

/Zr,--tt 7? 2 o>

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

_ Amendment Barcode (lf applicable)

5u(-szr -?66r

CS/SB 236
i\4eeting Date

Comrnittee

Bill Number orTopic

Address t6o6 vJ<r Q-.-a / € p^l-n; c/<i @ L*/e [^^,
5t/eet

fu(."rou rl
City Slote Zip

Speaking ffi ro' ! Aqainst I lnformation OR waive speakinn, E tn Support ffi ngainst

-IV lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

ffi t ur a registered lobbyist,
IU' representrng: E I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part ofthe public record forthis meeting. 5-001 (08/j1/2021,



3t14t2023

Judiciary
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professiona! staff conducting the meeting

Email

Zip

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)Committee

Name

Address Q.JIC Jo.cro A- I.rr
Street

tnnlnrrrv.rnl- FL. 39.333
City Stote

Ph

Speaking: [tror. lfl nsainst lfl tnformation OR waivespeakins: ltr lnsupport ffinsalnst

p'1 I am appearing without

- compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-ll I tamareqisteredlobbyist,tL_l' representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



3114t2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

Meeting Date

mittee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conductrng the meeting

Phone

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

21 o -i3S- cS 
"*

Email

t
Ctty

Speaking f ror lfl ngainst lfl tnformation OR waive speaking: F tn support ffi ngainst

W I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-ll I tamaregisteredlobbyist,
' representrng:

lr=T I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-0011 (08/10/2021)



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Stt eet

Meeting Date

Committee

+

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

-7 VS zQ

Address 1q,01 {r-,+r,'l(n U, {kZ'tfl
^

Arf , Q) nt

?L
State Zip

Speaking -ll-l ro' ! ngainst |!- tnformation OR waive speaking: F ln Supporr lfl ngainst

@ lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi t ur a registered lobbyist,
t!' representrng:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part ofthe public record for this meeting. 5_001 (Og/10/202j}



)!_w,,h @s ,,, I Apprffil"iitl'pifi.o*o
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

4a

z3(

I Against

,&
Meeting Date

CJc^
Com

. Deliver both copies of this form to
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

e Email

81 3 -7(7^?667

esl. n e
Slr-.n6rq

Name

Address

r{s

tc>1 €
J

Stteet

4//^;3tae- I'Z ?zs o1
City State Zip

Speaking: I ror ! Against ! lnformation ' OR Waive Speaking: p" t,ooon

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

p I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

f)-o-'"ons E
PottP''f

lam not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc,),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-6Ot (08/1O/202't)



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name

Sil eet

Meeting Date

Comrn ittee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meetirlg

Phone

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

( s6/) 777 _ 7 7(rolrtrrA

Address 3t t #{tOO 
Emair lfudc.sldsl tt+'-Wm"-X,ct*n

,JU

Eac*'Varort T,' 33/St
City Zip

-Speaking: lL_J For l! ngainst ffi tnformatton OR waivespeaking: F lnsupport [@ ngainst

5ldte

-ltA lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-ll I tamaregisteredlobbyist,
IU' representrng: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address

Ctty

Meeting Date

Comrnittee

bav i tl tark(
1 3rf Qvtviq qrl L^re ,\dcorkr'ltg O

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Del,ver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

8t3 - 3E0l - L\dls

b/\L Inl4/
Stteet - V

w\ fv 3s tr
Zip

Speaking: l! ngainst |f- tnformation OR waive speaking: F tn support l@ ngainst

State

For

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. F- I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: In I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (o8/10/2021\



3114.2023

Judiciary
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Delrver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

3lY3t

CS/SB 236
Bili Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)Cornmittee

5{ro.}10,,'' /l1 r 0 5 6l- 1tl - 11 ooName

Address 3 of Y^r olo lLooJ , Ju; ie Lttoo Email 5ltal{orQ. -!l^,nrr l^*r,0,,3. L onn
Sileet

A n, n /^l-,n

Jt

FL
City Zip

Speaking: - -ll-l ro' lL-J Asainst lnformation OR WaiveSpeakins: F tnSupport ffl ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-ltA lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: ln I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Strcet

Meeting Date

Cornmtttee

?( iltrilollatru -rl,t(1.- liSt

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Lq ?anct, Dr VoJ $|fu ,, "RT ! ftJr t Areil Qohilra "/-r$ralr or

7t3
City State Zip

Speaking ffi- ror ffi ngainst lfi- tnformation OR waive speaking F ln supporr lfl ngatnst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: t[ I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part ofthe public record forthis meeting. S_OO1 (08/10/2021)

flAn*i Vt/



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Strcet

Meeting Date

Comrnittee

5c,ii Dr5*aSr0

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if appllcable)

813" LS.r *oo LL

tl tZ c)n,,npelsti,<- D'-i,e, S",Jgs S<,fi. D,Sra5r o@d r-qj*,, Fr,^, < 0 7n

-i.Ita,
Ctty

)3roz.
Zip

Speaking: |[- rot ffi ngainst |[ tnformation OR waive Speaking
l.::

port lll] Against

Stale

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

W I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. F' I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.



3t14.2023

Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

Comrnittee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Dei'ver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

oharr e> 1e 8tZ -Ecz5-qooa

Address 7/z A/, d- ln b ioqe rl ie *Zau!.
Phone

Email uI 
Sil eet LJ 'l \-'v

FT s6 /
,rcrc Zip

Speaking: ffi- rot p ngainst i[ tnformation OR waive speakinn, E tn support if, ngainst

City

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

-IV lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: Itr I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. s-oo1 (08/1 0/2021)



(-t V'L6TLt
Meeting Date

Jcstr-tA., -l

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

SB L-AG

-L5

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)Committee

{r R-i(12- 
"-A{ 

L\s3
,1*O + S. M oo o4r< 5r
e*-a\A{oer{C FV 7Z-ad

Email CLI€\fr -. F\l-re

Name

Address {€r,
Strcet

City State Zip

! Against I lnformation OR Waive f] Againstln 5up

I €6H

l-l tam appearing without
U
- compensation or sponsorship.

Ner

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWI

lobbyist, I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

Xff":::ffit'*

, This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/r0i2021)



March 14,2023
Meeting Date

Judiciary
Committee

Name
Michael Beardsley

Address PO Box 187
Street

Tallahassee FL
City State

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies ofthis form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

sB - 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

904-845 -7133

Emair mbeardsley@swpa.ag

32302-0187

Zip

Speaking: ffil ror E asainst fi tnformation OR waive speaking: lE' tn support [Ei nguinrt

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

E' I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr. I am a registered lobbyist

representing: ln I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:Southeastern Wood Producers Association,

lnc.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (o8/1o/2o21)



3t14t23

Judiciary

Name

Address

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

/\/ 4E4 ;{Try:UY':'i'8

SB 236
Meeting Date Bill NumberorTopic

l\'Idt"b 5

709
State zip

IFF
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

Speaking: ffi ro' lfi'nsainst In lnformation OR Waive Speakins: -ln Support 11.. I Against

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-oo1 (08/roi2o21)



3

G.o *" Fei',os / ttFor- :.*" \

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RE(ORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meetinq

Phone

2za
Bill Number orTopic

' Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

3os -? zo ToefName

Meeting Date

v d tci ".'
Com mittee

d

City

J\

Address I Dg S. M^-"-. lL
Street

T* tt. h-El at

Email r{el

€t- <?30t
State Zip

Speaking: I for ! Against I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: f tn Support I Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

X lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:tJ S- Chaml,er Insr,tv{ A' L€f\ trforrn

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021')



March 14,2023

Meeting Date

Judiciary

Name

Committee

Scott Macdonald

180 Fountain Parkway N

Street

St. Petersburg

City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

236

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

813-514-2108

smacdonald @ blueskycommunities.com
Address

FL

State

3371 6

Zp

mSpeaking: ffi ror ffi nsainst lnformation OR Waive Speaking: m ln Support
:
LL-llnguintt

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

W, lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m lam a registered lobbyist,

representing: rFl I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc,),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (\en0/2021)



THE FLoRTDA SeTaTe

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic

Name

66A36
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone f SU . nl4 -mvn

Emair 5 (bd,A++ (d k1a c*tf"Lla\'stxro F|, 3A3ot
cw zip

Speaking For Against

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair:

Meeting Date

Ci .\ D-,,e'vronlics

S,,nnunhv- Mr)*r+
U

Job Title o0

Address 17O S h)nnvr< ft
Sfreef

Sfate

lnformation Waive Speaking ln Support Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Flo,r\da AesTu'-^t a,ft|, Lc,fuiv.q hsroei,r,i,qn

ves N ruo loJou,r, ,egistereo with Legislature: pv", No

While it r's a Senafe tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Ihose who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so fhaf as many persons as possib/e can be heard.

This form is paft of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)



z/r+/az
. M"eting Date

\inrh dtryt-.,,-
c

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conductlng the meeting

Phone

Email or

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

ezu
Committee

Name ?,sa 4+t il13
Address Aa-1 3

Street

A
City State Zip

Speaking: I ror I Against ! lnformation OR ive Speaking: port I Againstln

PLEASECHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:J
l'.4 t am a registered lobbyist,

representing:
lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:Fl ont oR RstftL ( n,6atAti orr

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



Address Gl? ?n"ah ?C

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD Sg 23Q
Deliver both c.opies of this form to

Senate profbssional staff conducting the meeting

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone 352- b30 -{31

Email

J,, J

3lrtllz t
Meeting Date

:C larL

Name

Lorrit{lu

fiuoU Fnzer^..o.",

5 ( ov*
Street

rl,\aqr ' {lc FL- jtt7'ts
City St0te Zip

Speaking: I ror [l Against fl lnformation OR waivespeaking: ! tnsuppo,t 
t'nouinrt

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

am appearing without I am a registered lobbyist.
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals. lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

compensation or sponsorship.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (o8/10/2021)



Address 19() (z"rt< AJ

'fhe Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

5enate professional staff conductinq the meeting

Phone i5A
Email q5

ffiB AJL
[3ill Number orlbpic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

fLS f1'L t' lt Cct f1

a/'l /az
,Tu J t ciatrV

Meeting Date

Commiltee

Name IYq ze qO

State

Street

I\{I,J Ca *-i-e- Qu aIZ ra
City Zip

Speaking: ! ror I Against I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: I In Support f, egainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

g lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel. meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114123

Judiciary

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone
q///, >z/,1 ,6/96'

Email

SB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

Bill Number orTopic

Dn.j';*,tl,-s 6A-i r,aName

Address o
Strcet

*rfr

aty Stote

Speaking: ffi ro' [Eiosu'nu [] tnformation OR waive speaki 
^nt F4^suppori ffi nsainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

W::x::::x:jl;:"*n,o m I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: E I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/202r)



3.14.23
Meeting Date

Senate Judiciary
Committee

Name Greg Black

Address PO Box B3B
Street

Tallahassee FL
ary

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

32302

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone
(850)509 -8022

Emair Greg@Waypointstrat.com

236
Bill Number orTopic

Zip

Speaking [] ro,. E- nsainst tnformation OR waivespeaking: lZ tnSupport |! against

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

IE lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. W I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: IE I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:R Street lnstitute

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (Og/l 0/202,1)



3
'lhe Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver: both copies of this fornr to

Senate professional staff conducti ng th(-' rneeti ng

Phone

Email

U
State

Bill Num or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

5il\ I (s Ll \l
Date

Conrmittee

Name frL\ U\ILLT
Address Kza f, h\At /\^ A-l<.-- Mr

Strcet
0

zipCity

Speaking: I ror I Against I lnformation OR Waive Speak 
^nt F^Support 

! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

l-l tam appearing withoutU
- compensation or sponsorship.

.l am a registered lobbyist, I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance

Fnf-lg h fR",'vciLiNb AS5 b u /]n D n#"t[;{s"rodoino' 

etc')'

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/20211



03/1 4t2023

Judiciary

Name

Address

Ctty

Meeting Date

C-ommittee

lli, \\in,,r,t

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Ar) Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

dtrr L"0v\3L{ B3
Zip

speaking: ffi ror. ffi ngainst ffij tnformation OR waive Speakins, ffi ln support lffi ogu'nr,

mmim

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/1 0/2021 )



03/1 412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Judiciary

Name
a

I

Address
Street

Ctty

Meeting Date

Committee

+

I

Phone
(

37o bJi,,'L" 0.. Email

FL I3
zip5tate

speaking: ifii ror- ffii nsatnst fil; tnformation OR waive speaking: ffi ln support lEi nguinrt

mtrlim

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/1 0/2021 )



03114t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

ltor a Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

.9q )A,{- Od 7/f

a

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

Meeting Date

Committee

rh ?

ar7
Ctty Zip

Speaking ffi ror. ffi ngainst [E- -i tnrormation OR waivespeaking' ffi lnsupport ffi ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. ffi I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: ln I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Amendment tsarcode (if applicable)

4,/4- qszl-M5z/

CS/SB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

Bill Number orTopic

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

,fa
,

L-r' {5I f'
State Zip

Speaking if-J ror. ffi nsainst [E tnformation OR waive speaking, ffi ln support iE'osu'nu

mnim

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

9\ )'{ \o 5(l
State zip

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Judiciary

Name

Address U
Street

Meeting Date

Committee

O r,n fr T- lu)eil L 613- qqb xq \v

^JPRCity

Speaking: mi For ffi ngainst lff lnforrution OR waive speaking: m ln Support
l-

l-llJ Against

mmV
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-00'l (08110/2021't



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment tsarcode (if applicable)

Judiciary

Name

Street

Ciry

Meeting Date

Committee

1n-bq1- )tabb

Address Aq\ Kivrgr'g Kd, Urn^

State

speaking: ffi ror ffi Against [Ei tnformation OR waive speaking: F, ln Support 'glly'l Aoainst
L-

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

ia" I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

m lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

@-Gme ) _ (ow\

Judiciary

Name

Street

Ctty

Meeting Date

Committee

r Phone 8t oE'5

Address 5?tb Cn\ At5 bJ"o [\)on$ h'lr^uu k
5r g<Aec, bw PL 3>t I

State Zip

speaking: ffiror. ffingainst ffl'tnformation OR waivespeaking' ffilnsupport iZ ogu'nu

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

:m lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-0O l (0S/10/2021)



03114t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this l'orm to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

1"1[&r
Zip

CS/SB 236
Bill Nunrber orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

Committee

Srrnnn, F"l\n. l).t 6qr,1l5l

Address luu
Street

trron \p,,i*, Fu
city [ \ |

Stdte

l:

Speaking: ll I ror ffi: Against
ff:::i

ILJ. lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ILJ ln Support ffi, Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi- I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. H". lam a registered lobbyist,

representing: ffi I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (o8/10/2021)



03t14t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copres of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Zip

cs/sB 236
Bill Nunrber orTopic

Amendment tsarcode (if applicable)
Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

Committee

hzr)1ttr-trtL,r-?

Address 3v4

?n '/V\ Vn,r\no( fL 3qu83
Street

Crty

\
State

Speaking ffi ror. lE nsainst ffi tnformation OR waive speakins' lnl ln support lEi nguinrt

mm
a:5

ill)

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/20211



03t14t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email 84

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

8ts-ar5- 13 tl

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

Name Do

Address r36Lt3 trledhon^ €A
Street

Cdessc, +L 3355C
ZipCiry Stdte

i.:

Speaking: lU ,'Sn,'nu E. tnformation OR waive speaking, ffi ln Support lffi onu'tlu

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

iE" I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

m lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel. meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting 5-001 (08/10/2021\



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

727 \-

Judiciarv

Name

Address

Meeting Date

ittee

t3
t{ f f/rto//crr z 6,1'n floo

,h*7
7

zip

Speaking ffi ror. ffii nsainst ffi tnformation OR waive speakins' ffi ln support ffi'.ogu'nu

State

mm
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

il/l I an appearing without
'- compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/1 0/2021 )



03t14t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

C;r *ss Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Nunrber orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Judiciary

Meeting Date

Committee

Name L N e ?onc

Address 1V4
Street

0o, *
City

Phone 1 o -1163

\ , 1u q Z8@ c, rnat-LQp u-
^{

State

L -__-_Io
U

*+aeoe vv RIiLo
Zip

Speaking ln ro, ffi ngainst ffi tnformation OR waive speaking, ffi ln support lZ"osu'nr,

mmV
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



03/1 412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both coPies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone 1g

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

?- 3 6Gq Ie{ }-

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

{ s\tnName

Add
l.€-

€ ovr.a

State

3qstk
Zip

Speaking ffiro1- ffingainst ffitnformation OR waiveSpeaking: ffilnsupport ffiogu'nu

rTt-rffiia
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

I am a registered lobbYist,

representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/20211



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone
gt

Email

sDS ta

Zip

lnformation

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Ltl)" Ll \67

Judiciary

Name

Address t?o
Street

Meeting Date

Committee

6

I amk
City State

l:r l-
Speaking: E,ror ll-lingainst lm OR waive speakins, [f[ tn support lpiiogu'nt,

mm
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/20211



03/1 412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

5enate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Judiciarv

Name

Address
Street

Meeting Date

Committee

ilau{(, fns/
67)1 Cn,,n,o(^/ 't),,L

Ets sfG ?1"r
5 eas( 6{ e h"1 n^o; I cut

4nr'A rc 3l(3t-
ZipCtty State

speakins: ffi ror. ffi nsainst fEfi tnformation OR waive speakine' ffii ln support lEinguinrt

mlFl

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the publlc record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021),



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

J

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Judiciarv

Name

Address I
Street

Meeting Date

Committee

q.,o.r-^l^ Soadbera phone 'j71- to<1-oZq+

Emait 'sA t a.t"\"

\rn 1
Ciry State zip

speaking: ffi ror. ffi ngainst ffi tnfor.mation OR waive speaking: ffi ln Support lE,nguinrt

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP. m I am a registered lobbyist,

representing:
m I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-00i (08/10/2021)



03/1 412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

1,{[ hr
Zip

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

I t) t{l [-qlt{r

louil r(,llt.5Q Q q*,l,t,n

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

City

Meeting Date

Committee

-J 

I

s L
Stote

Speaking [fT ror. ffi, nsainst [E tnfor.mation OR waive speakins' ffi ln support JEi nsrinrt

mF,m
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

>\0
zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone - )qu- +

Emait {3,K*-tt otbOo+O \tr^hoo: cd i^

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

Bill Number or Topic

Judiciary

Name

Address

pQ

Stote

Street

{
City

Speaking: ffi ror. lfiingainst ffi tnfo,mation OR waivespeaking: ffi lnsupport lE,nsuintt

mm
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021\



311412023

Judiciary

Name

Stteet

[4eeting Date

Committee

Vntrl(t

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Pe-re* Tti L Phone

Email

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

q

Address 27 3+n

Fu 33aaf
City State

Speaking For -llqll nqainst lnformation OR waiveSpeakinn, F lnSupport Eonu,nu

Zip

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

@ lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr. I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. 5-001. (08/1 0/202'r )



03114t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Zip

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

Name

Address

\ ,'e..&.**^qt**e € rz -O*r;a-lte

dea*rn€,\+@ e rrcr..,I t^t,,*-.
al\9 tl to burr ft,e. Qr.'.-,dt- 

- 

Emait

nr\ s .bor P\- ) ue)3
JStrcet

City State

Speaking: |['ror. ffi,ngainst ffi,,nfor.rr,,on OR waiveSpeaking: ffilnSupport [Z',ogu,nr,

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m lam a registered lobbyist,

representingi m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



03114t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Zip

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Meeting Date

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

Ctty

speaking: ffi ror. ffi ngainst ffi tnformation OR waive speaking: ffi ln support ffi eguinrt

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

illl
iLJ

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. ffi lam a registered lobbyist,

representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting 5-001 (08/10/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

l(

Judiciary

Name

Address

Meeting Date

Committee

q 83
Street

e 3L ?st
City Zip

Speaking: ffi ror. E[ ngainst ffi tnformation OR waive speaklng: ffii ln support lE,nguinrt

mm,ffi
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



03114t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone '7-11 *G7l-z{Oi

rmait TJ64filatrr 06

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

. fr. (d'{,1

Judiciary

Name

Street

Meeting Date

Committee

b

Address )\D t t\z{N rJ *'%
R 7v2 I

ZipState

speakins: lE',ror. ffllngainst ffi tnfor.mation OR waivespeaking: ffi lnsupport lffi,nguinrt

ffiItrffi
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



03t14/20

Judicia

Name

23
Meeting Date

CL*
^o 

o) L*
S"to t

The Florida Senate

E
Zip

APPEARANCE RECORD
c-- ., Deliver both copres of this form to5enate professionot rtun.onouliing,il. il".,,"g

K.r A

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Barcode (if .rpplicable)

366

Email eP{c((i @L4^.^r l. Ca^^

Phone

Amendment

-'l8r eAddress 82
Stteet

C,ty
,n- FL

State

Speaking: ffiror iff onr,nr. lE, rnfo,mation OR waive speaking, ffi tn support ffingainst

rVhite it is a tradition to encouroge public testimony, time may not pemft ailpersons wishing b speak rc be heard at

that as many pesons os possible con be heard. tfyou hove

so

m

E OFTHE FOLLOWNG:

lobbyist,

PLEASE CHECK ON

Jl I t.raregistered
representing:

l:i l:1. tobbyisr but received

t""'r:lfJ'i: t'l:: 
ror mY t P Pea ra n c e

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.

questions about registering to tobbyplease see Fta. Sbt. g

5-001 (08/10/2021)



03/14/2023
Meeting Date

ry
Committee

The Florida Senate

Judicid

Name NI dq

tral
/3"1b

APPEARANCE RECORD
.-- Deliver both copies of this form tosenate professional staff conductJng.ii. ;,"u,,ng

CS/SB 236
Number or Topic

t

8iil

Amendment

-8,l+- ot?r

I r"q?

(if applicable)Barcode

Address ndrq
Phone R t3

Emait cl'rbdStreet

City

fi-
IG Fv

6a I
J

State
Zip

speakins: ffi ro,. lE ng.inrt IE rnfo,mation OR

,m

E FOLLOWING:
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTH

lUl 1"t a registered tobbyist,
representing:

l:T l:1, tobbyist, but recejved

,1'#:ff"1i: t'l:# mv n p pea ra n ce

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensatjon or sponsorship.

waive speaking, ffi ln support ffiAguinrt

to be heard at

50
see Fla. Stot. g

5-001 @8/10/2021)



a3/14/2023
Meeting Date

Judicia ry
Committee

Name

Address s I trtlb Dve I

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD CS/SB 236
.-- . D.ljuur both copies of this form to)enate professional staff conducting the meeting

Eill Number or Topic

I Amendment Barcode (if applicabie)

Street

Phone
go?"

Emair C \a r l5l€, n

Y4 27

))@ 1Yn c l\.cI'rttll (r12-

City
Pv t

State
33Ir )

Zip

speaking: ILJ;For fl]ingainst ffi lnformation OR waive speakins, fE ln support f@insainst

m

E FOLLOWING:
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTH

f 
l Ji tur a registered tobbyist

representing: I am not a lobbyist, but received

;:ffI, ;"1i1 Ij:;:I; ;1; 
o 0". 

'' "."
sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

V/hile it is a trcdition to encouroge public testimony, time moy not permil ott persons wishing b speok to be heord at
that os mony pe6ons as possible con be heord. lfyou have questions about

soThis form is part of the public record for this meeting.

registering to lobby ptease see Fla. Stat. S

5-001 (08/10/20211



03/14/2023 The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD CS/SB 236
.-_ . Deliver both copjes of this form to>enate professional staff conducting the meeting

Judicia

Name

nddressl
Street

Meeting Date

Committee

8iI Number orTopic

Phone 2)-2 b
Amendment

-p
Barcode

/Z
(if applicabte)

flt tcf ? .+ \z'o
C,r*t^.cr,.^

speaking: ILJ:ror f[]ingainst ffi tnformation

rmair DGdff'fl4 @ qq@

3n1 I

OR waivespeaking, ffilnSupport ffiogu,nr.

fr-
City

Stote
zip

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

ffi f ur a registered lobbyist,
representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received

;,H:1, il3,il [l::'ror 
mv a p pea ra n ce

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

While it is o n'adition to encourage public testimony, time may not pemil altpeqons wishing to speak
that as many persons os possible can be heord. tfyou hove questions about

soThis form is part of the public record for this meeting.

tegisteilng to tobby please

s-00i (08/10/2021)



03t14t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

Meeting Date

Committee

P
q0

s+brc
Zip

speaking: [i' ror. ffi egainst ffi tnfo,ration OR waive Speaking: ffi ln Support lffi nguinrt

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-0Ol (08/10/2021)



0311412023

K"d.[nr Na rflAc14

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

cs/sB 236
Bill Nunrber or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

1a1 - 6ot*- VOot

Email u d,e lb

Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

Committee

Address lotn i.n",{n.ru1 frAve'r
Street

State

Oorn
b

City Zip

speaking: ffiro, ffingainst [E,tnfo,mation OR waivespeaking'ffilnsupport lffiogu'nr,

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone arT-

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Judiciary

Name

Address ?

Meeting Date

Committee

(}p.te, (r,ler

G Email T(" nrLdLN^
Street

City

s!- 0pJe CI 3s7l o
ZipState

Speaking: tri For Er Against ffi tnformation OR Waive Speaking: Fr ln Support
l-
lly'l noainst
Lr--J

mmita,

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-00i (08/10/2021)



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Emait : o t

Zip

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Judiciary

Name

Street

\r
Ctty

Meeting Date

Committee

-L}1 " tt)rx jaL?

Address a'ttl 3O l"-'' <{, 
^/

,

P+rc Q 3:+[ o

State

Speaking: ffi ror. ffi ngainst ffi tnformation OR waive speaking: ffi ln support lEinguinrt

mm
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbYist,

representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021\



03t14t2023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meetinq

M Befl7il Phone

Email

it ud,/q
State Zip

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Rt -,<7)o ls?t/

Judiciary

Name

Address
Stre.et

Ctty

Meeting Date

Committee

l0re
aq Fl 7o^€{ y TQA t I

3

t'O TZ

Speaking: ffi, ror. ffl1 ngainst ffi; tnrormation OR waive speaking: ffi ln support ffi nsuintt

mm
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021\



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

d a-

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

City

Meeting Date

Committee

State Zip

Speaking ffi'ro,. ffi ngainst ffi tnformation OR waive speaking, ffi ln Support lZ onu,nt,

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

m I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

lr=T
IL-J.

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/20211



0311412023

y'zt

f G {Z-a"te 6tu2"

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

(- s //ra
State zip

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

lary ?35 /??S
I T,9&rze.

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

Name

Address Q q t
Street

City

L

Speaking ffi ror. ffi ngainst ffi lnformation OR waive Speaking: Fi ln Support
l-

llll egalntt

mFm
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel. meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021),



3t14.2023
i\4eeting Date

Judiciary
Committee

Name

Address 3t> j-.
Street

C'ty

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

hsa^ Phone

L+-\ a/ut^." Email a

State

CSiSB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

$/.Psa ? o3f6

o Ci)ra1

zip

Speaking ffi ror l! ngainst lf, tnformation OR waive speaking: E rn support lfl Against

ItrW
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting s-001 (08/10/2021\



3t1412023

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Co'nrrittee

Llr,,llln

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professionai staff conducting the meeting

CS/SB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

9oq-51?-315-lName \4..,g.r z Phone

Address LJ e_ \1t 3 Email t ; It e-k,rlz lcn.- q foo D,ce*'o
Street

!oct< S,oi.r vjuu$r Ft 3}}o>
City Stote Zip

-Speaking: lV ro, ! ngainst lfl tnformation OR waive speakins: F ln support ffi ngainst

W I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
E

ll I tamaregisteredlobbyist,
'- representinq:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3

City

Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

? ?flfAr,.l Srh"Name

Address /Tv I , ) ntut . rt(rt .Ar .
Street I J

Stote

2
Zip

Speaking: I ror S Aqainst ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support I Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ft f ur appearing without
'lcompensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114123

Judiciary

Name

Street

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

sail.0
Zp

Bill NumberorTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

SB 236

-' ila,, q /'/o,l ns ?Et- %s'sfs- /

Meeting Date

Committee

0
Address -3 tl 9 %' <l',, ou)'

ze/,a-
City State

Speaking: ln Support ffi Asalnst

r 's form ir part ofthe public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (6S/t 0i2021 )

ffg",.lFosu'nu
F lnformation OR Waive

mF'w
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist
representing:



3114123

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Bill NumberorTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

SB 236
Meeting Date

I
'| /l,t--

57 r 1 D &tts /'L,.tA' fl \ Q ttt/-;(" (j(*t-'()
i>t

zip

Speaking: ffitor [frneainst [Etnfo,ration OR waivespeakins: ln tnsupport E[nsainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. F I am a registered lobbyist,

representing:
F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part ofthe public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (08/10/20211



3t14t23

Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

Committee

Ju f ,a Sorsga'r)

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

SB 236

3a1 Llt? 3{83

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Address rgltl 3

Speaking:

/

^J 
Vfi^tu Email alrrsree^8? e ,?a@

Strcet

Coru|rtla (t- iLlz'y
aty Zp

lfr tnformation OR waive speakins: IF ln support lf, nsainst

State

{r.,lEnsuin,t

but
for

aF
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

sponsored by:
meals,

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114123

Judiciary

Name

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

lnformation

t{o;- L{b7 -qq3<

Bill NumberorTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

-CO

SB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

Speaking:

(

Address E46U t\" G.,, C,, ,,1u', $er."i\'.) r /'cr otq
Street

C\-,.^,f (u 3ullr \
otv Zp

J
LEI ro' l-n ngu,nu F OR waivespeakinn, F tn support lE ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. m I am a registered lobbyist,

representing:
rtr I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-0Ol (O8/1O12O21\



0311412023
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number or Topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

J ud iciarv

Name

Address
Street

City

Meeting Date

Committee

8/3

State

Speaking: ffi ro' ffir^u ffi lnformation OR Waive speaking: ffi ln support ffi ogu,nu

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

m lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr: I am a registered lobbyist,

representing:
m I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting 5-001 (A8/10/2021)



March 14,2023

Meeting Date

Judiciary

Name

Address

Committee

Ashley Kalifeh

124W. Jefferson St.

Street

Tallahassee

Gty

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

32303

236

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

850-222-9075

ashley@cccfla.com

FL

State Zp

Speaking: ffii ror ffi ner'nu [El lnro,,rnution OR waive speakins' ffi tn support Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals. lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:The Coalition for Attainable

Housing Providers

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



311412023

Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

)

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Address
.(/0 F,

Phone

Email

.%aStreet

cen
Ctty zip

Speaking: l['ro' [@ Rsainst lnformation OR waive Speaking: m ln Support ffi Against

Stote

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. F I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3t14t2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
\lrcel

Meeting Date

Committee

\rcrr.r,^ tflMrrP

r{-Ct \trloaA,rat hn D'{i/t, olu,t

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

5

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment (if applicable)

J 98. g

640
Zip

speaking: ffiror ffingainst lfltnformation OR waivespeakinn, ln lnsupport Fngalnst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr. I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: tr I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is oart of the public record for this meeting s-001 (08/10/2021)



3/14/2023

Judicia ry

Name

Address

C,ty

Meeting Date

Committee

_ The Florida Senate
APPEARANCE 

RECORD
- Deliver both cn^;o.
su 

"..u o,",u,,, i,lj ; :::; :.j 
"o,lj 

: l', .|!,,T",1 
"u,, " 

n

CS/SB 2

Amendment

@

mber or Topic

Barcode (if applicable)

36
Bili Nu

Phone

Email

State
Zip

speakingr ffiro,. E,qgrinrt [/nfornrut,on OR Waive speaking; m tn support Donu,nr,

While it is o tradition to encourage public testimony, time moy
th0t os mony persons as possible can be heord. lfyou hove

not permft allpersons wishing b

so

m

FOLLOWINGTHEOF

lobbyist,

NEo
regjstereda

CHECK

am
representjng:

m
PLEASE

iffr##litf*ff;;:"'"'"

lam appearing withour
compensation 

or sponsorship,

Th is form js part of the public record for this meeting.

questions obout regtstering b bbby
speak b be heard ot
pteose see Fto Stot 6

s-oo1 (08/1ot.>nt,r



3t14t2023

Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

Cornmittee

Alexander Clem

Street

Orlando
Crty

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this fonn to

Senate prol'essional stal'f conducting the meeting

32802

CS/SB 236
Bill Nurnber or-lopic

Amendment Barcode (ii' applicable)

407-420-1414

Address PO Box 4979

Phone

Emait aclem@forthepeople.com

FL
State zip

speakins: ffi ror lEt nguinrt ffi lnformation OR waive speaking' W tn support ffi ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

illi

lLll I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: H' I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021\



Tne Flonroa SENATE

=[:,y,^l*(DeverBorH*,"*r.lH*"**s"t*n,*"?o,.,,nn,hemee,ns)

vry 4Topic

Name

Job Tifle

Address

l Amendment (if appticabte)

phone gs7 ?

I

S {4_
,1

City

Speaking: I for Against l-ltnformation

meeting. Those who do speak
encourage public testimony, time mavmay be asked to timit n"i, iiiiii'll

Email
Zip

this
Against

Representing the

f'2
Appearing at request of Chair: Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: es NoWhile it rs a Senafe tradition to

Waive Speakino:
(The Chair wiil riad

not permit ail persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
heard.This form is part of the public record for this meeting.

that as many persons aspossib/e can be

s-001 (10/14114)



Meeting Date

. APPEARANCE RFCORD
Deliver both copies oF this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the nreeting

Phone

Email

J3h
Bill Number orToPic

T.J d^r'O'ar-,r--
Lorri@

Name

Street

City

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

6So-bn-cob I

Address \Dtg -TLtrnn^sh\ti- IZA JtslLot

s )3o
ZipState

Speaking: I ror {lgainst I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: I ln Support ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

03.14.23 APPEARANCE RECORD 236
Meeting Date Bill Number orTopic

Judiciary
Commiftee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

407-540-9170
Name

Frank E. Pierce lV Phone

Address 201 South Orange Avenue - Suite 400 Emait FPierce@insurancedefense.net
Street

Orlando FL 32801
au State Zip

speakins: lfl ror. ffi nsainst lfi tnformatton OR waive speakins: [E ln support l["nsainst

Deliver both copies of this form to
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

*ssoiruLL^

trtr

\F?o"iJ. hQ^* h-

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

baffi7
Zp

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

6b ?Tte
Meeting Date

\u-d-ic.r a/Ll
CommitteJ

Name

Address 6y
Street

oty
.)R\L FL

State

Speaking: dro, I Against ! lnformation OR waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging. etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021)



Ta,
Meeting Date

:.ni A.",r
Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of thls form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

tt?ty

sB n.?6
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

ts,-sqq ^L2e bName
I

Address
Street

A

Email /ch ibr^ca @- hrnsra Qn ore. an ^
T" rtf AAag.st-z- H .
oty State Zip

Speaking For ! Rgainst I lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: ! tnSupport I Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

| /( I am appearing without
U

compensation or sponsorship.
I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/202'l)



Name tLA.qar-Ad-r^l 
tp,r*-

Address /J of ( o $J rA O or &a a S.-i -

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

813 Szs gll\,7

+^k\\ t{h^[

3t14t23

Judiciary

Street

Meeting Date

Committee

-T*.^\\r-\qea--< €,- 3z3r 3
aty State Zip

Speaking:

I^

ffi ror lf,'nsainst [E tnformation OR waivespeakins: [n tn support E[nsainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

m lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. F I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: IF I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 @gll1l2121l



l'l
\ L,c(

qf
Meeting Date

iQrq r h
Committee

Street

City

Name

Address

CA

The Florida Senate

APPEARAN.CE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meetinq

Phone

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

S6aillo

Co tza.G "\F [,uq'r

\\,.\ s0x, FL 3 .[ k, b'l

7A7-L(?S-3aK6

Email s q K

State Zip

lnformation OR Waive Speaking: I tn Support ! ngainstSpeaking: I ror {n,^u

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



3 + z>
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

:, APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Blll Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

sB23 (

J

Name

Address /"Zql .rE tS4'( c7

i"A;/: l 3"I. rll lz I uT 352-ztg'o{2?

; /2slo,///r,,
Phone

Email
Street

L"k Tltr rL
City

2at E
Zip

Speaking flro, I Against I lnformation OR waiveSpeaking: ! tnSupport I Against

Stote

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the pu blic record for this meeting. 5-OO 1 (08/10/2021)



At The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email \

cE-)3G
Date

mmittee

Bill Number or lbpic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

rs

LA

n'',,#"rs rL j)c4L

mName

Address

(ont
City State Zip I

speakins: {tor. I Aqainst lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: I tnSupport I Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021\



3/14/2023

J
Meeting Date

Committee

Name Brent Steinbe

Address 1234 East 5th
Street

Tampa
Ctty

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
.^- _ . Deliver both copies of this fonn to:enare protessional srair conduciini',,.lriln*0,,"g

CS/SB 236
Eill Number

Barcode

orlbpic

(,f applicable-)
rg

Ave.
Phone

Amendrnent

813-273_0017

,r",, brents@swopelaw.com
FL

State
33605

Zip

Speakins: Jffro,. ffionu,nr, ffi rnfo,mation OR

lHl

FOLLOWING:
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE

ft_J; 
tut r registered tobbyist,- representing:

l::-yl. tobbyist, but received

;,"#:1,'#.1i: ffi:;;: 
mv 

" 
p pea ra nce

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

waive Speakinsr m ln Support ffi on.,nr,

.to

speak b 6s 11por,1 o,
please see Fla. Stat. g

s-001 (o8/1o,'n)1\



0 g ,/ tv,/a oa ?

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

5enate professional staff conducting the meeting

rn R Phone

Email

J

N a:b
Meeting Date

Committee

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

t? K.

Name / :TYL
D

q
4City

Address y'O 62.5 E /ru o /) ,,., r C/
Street

/an e-c€- Fz J?q gJ
Zip

Speaking: f] ror I Against
f,lnformation OR waive Speaking: I tn Support ! Against

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

X lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3n4no23

Judiciary

Name

Address

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Eill NumberorTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

s8236

Meeting Date

Committee

Speaking:

9t3-763-7eq1

c+ Email e,

-^t
I

State Zp

ffiro, lfl nsainst ffi tnformation OR waivespeaking: lfl tnsupport ffingainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

w lam appearing without
cornp€nsation or sponsorship.

F I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received

somethlng of value for my appeannce
(travel, meals, lodging, etc),
sponsored by:

this form is part of the public record for this meeting. s{01 (08/10/2021)



311412023

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicahle)

305-442-8666Alex Arteaga-Gozmez
Name Phone

Address 2525 Ponce De Leon Blvd, Suite 1 150 rmair ??g@grossmanroth.com
Street

Coral Gables FL 331 34
City State Zp

Speaking: ilti
tuj For m Against ffi l.,for..ation OR waive Speaking: m ln Support

tH
l[ ], Aqainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



3n4l202g

Meeting Date

Judiciary

Name -U'
Address LllL

Street

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

L-

s8236

Committee

GlSBok lloPPanv ,1L1-L

I
^.

0.. or-korlan

Phone

Email 7

ary Stote

i316)
zip

speaking: ffiro, l[] nsainst [f, tnformation OR waivespeaking: ffi lnsupport lflngainst

PTEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. F I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: F I am not a lobbyisl but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public tecord for this meeting. S{01 (08/10/202t )



Tl{e Flonlol Sexare

APPEARANCE REGORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) Ct s r&(v l-r* '1/--s

Topic

Name

Job Title

Address

Date

(
\)

BiII (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone S r{

399>b
\

Email s' A d'.r. k OL.t\so.{t..

(-ru,l {&n<,Jtw
S, c/r/,t'

fnrw
b-

Sfreef

w e s Io^-, (n-
Sfafe

lnformation

y,r-t
City

Speaking: I for Against

Zp

Waive Speaking

V

ln Support l-l Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing sa: ('
Appearing at request of Chair: Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature Yes No

While it r's a Senafe tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possib/e can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14114)



'l+ilmp
15>

Biil NLfrnber (if applicabte)

Tne Flonrol Serare

APPEARANGE REGORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

U\rJ R.-*-lrvs
O ri,t. r'os?. /1,xrlp,r-

Topic

Name

Job Title

Address

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

faru.^rn
Phone ( q5u) io13 - t ,121;

Sfreef

Email {vre ndo\\\alap li a-V,olwiort - 
"<r.n

City Zip

Speaking For Against Waive Speaking: E In Support l-l Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing s( 4'
Appearing at request of Chair: Yes o Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes

While it r.s a Senafe tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possrb/e can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)

Sfafe

lnformation



THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANGE REGORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)tlHlwa

Irleefirtg Date

(t\^-[ Qetnud','rs
, fie*, l/\"ccxl \

[,lrJru 0v
^d 

ur, (M'L,

u 23b

E ln Support [-l Against

BiII (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)Topic

Name

Job Title

Address 0
Sfreef

(tfe flrirkw^ \L-Lolpnone 3 )-3- \Lt t\\L
f,t- 3 L:L,I 6 Emait I f\firit&,lel/irrr,'uJJg o'^1,

City

Speaking For Against

Representing

Sfafe

lnformation

Zip

Waive Speaking

Ui\A

U,rVl ori
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

hwna.n, .tr t

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes

While itis a Senafe tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possib/e can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)



Tne Flonrol Serlre

APPEARANGE REGORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Stafi conducting the meeting)

Job Title 9(ui..t) t ,J (.)( C

5r* kr/vY)
lo,y'tA4N \/crvz

l.
Biil (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)Topic

Name

Representing

Appearing at req

U
v c., t-&*Q- ,

Address 3q A V tro\c LanE, phone {r18 1;-o c!'t c

?C 3"t-C ?_-( Email [tnr,r,4o*'i0,n"h\,fu0qfl/t
zip u y,A,NJ., Lttlu I v

Waive Speaking ln Support l-l Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Sfreef

fC. {\
City

Speaking: I for Against

Sfafe

lnformation

5\lrv ru o,[( rl huru\nytro,ffr*.'n\
+

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes

While itis a Senafe tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possrb/e can be heard.

This form is paft of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14114)

uest of Chair: Yes



3t14t2023
Meeting Date

Judiciary
Committee

Name
Stephen Cain

Address 1 SE 3rd Ave., Suite 3000
Street

Miami FL
Ciry State

Speaking: ll liror lly'liAoainst
LU.J I- m

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professkrnal staff conducting the meeting

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Anrendment Barcode (if applicable)

305-358-6644
Phone

Emait scain@stfblaw.com

331 31
Zip

lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ln Support Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. lLl: I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021)



Address 1234 East Sth Ave.

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this fcrrm to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

33605

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

813-273-0017

,*u,, dales@swopelaw.com

3t14t2023

Judiciary

Name

Street

Tampa
City

Meeting Date

C.ommittee

Dale Swope

FL
State zip

ITT
i-laiiill

Speaking: For m Against lnformation OR Waive Speakins: W ln Support
!"Y

|[J Against

PLEASE CHECKONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

m lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. ffi I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (Og/10/2O21)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

3B L3L
Date

J 1.(

Committee

Name

Address

( ;Jzrtr- LI,L; c,U

3L NE )*g s.t!->-*

1.E L-/ - 3 LL- )11 L K

(-r{ t-tt€ -FSAe-s- [o ct,t,.-
Street

aty
lr,J f &b^l Yla,,ta tt. f,* 333D-q

State Zip

Speaking: fi[ror I Against ! lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: I tnSupport I Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

M lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3t14t2023

Judicia ry

Name

Address

Street

Meeting Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD CS/SB 236
.^^-. _ 

D.fuu, both copies ofthis form to)enate professional staff conducting rhe meeting
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode

Phone 9t s/ Z
Email e-

(if applicable)

z_5 4/t/z
3>')

Zip

vl, /-u4v
City

:peaking: fr-J ror f@ ngainst IE info,mation oR

m

E OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lobbyist,

PLEASE CHECK ON

lL-J lam a registered
representjng:

1:r n:! r tobbyist, but received

i,H:fil"1il ffi [r mv a p p e a ra n ce

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

Waive Speaking; m In Support ffi ngainst

speak b be heard at

so
please see Fta. Stot. S

s-001 (08/10/2021)



\*,1 ar"qn'(bt.-

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

5enate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

l4 a7 ;r 3k,
Date

Committee

Name

Address

*su"Zxa.JC.rK
CxMtte.^tde Z*€

Street

Zip

I Against I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: I tn Support I Against

State

Speaking:

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

\/[ lar appearing without

- compensation or sponsorship.
lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (o8/10/202't)



03.14.23

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

Name
Laurette A. Balinsky

Address 201 South Orange Avenue
Street

Orlando FL
atv State

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

32801

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

407 -540-9170

Email LBali nsky@i nsu rancedefense. net

236
Bill Number orTopic

Zip

speaking: lfl ror. lffngainst fi tnformation OR waivespeakins: lE tnsupport ffingainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

F lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. W I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: tr I am not a lobbyist but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:Florida Retail Federation

I

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



March 14, ZO2g

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Name

Committee

Ashley Katifeh

Address 124 W. Jefferson St

The Florida Senate
APPEARANCE RECORD

.^- _. Deljver both copies of this form to>enate professional sta# conductl"s.ilu l*,,nn

236

Biil Number or Topic

Earcode

Phone
g so -222-go7-qmendment

Emait ashley@cccfla.com

(if appiicable)

Reset Form

Street

Tallahassee

City

Speaking:

FL

State

32303

Zip

ffi ro' lE Reuinrt Fll I lnforrn;1i3^ OR

m

FOLLOWING:
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE

ffi:l a resr'stered lobbyist,
representing:

ifr,Hft.li*,l-'*;;:"'"'"

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

il:,?,'';Fll?,1"#,,dnabre

waive speaking, lm ln supporl lE- nguinrt

JO

speak to be heard at
ptease see Fla. Stat. S

5-001 @8/10/2021)



3/14t2023
Meeting Date

Judicia ry
Commitee

Name Todd Michaels

Address 330 Alhambra
Street

Coral Gables
City

Circle, Floor 1

Anrendrnent

305-446-5700

Emait mah@h

3ill Number orTopic

Barcode (ii'applicable)

rdlawfirm.com

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD cs/sB 236
.^--. Dulju"i. bnth copjes of this form torenate prcle-ssjonal sl.aff cOncluctinq the menling

Phone

agga

FL
State

33134-5004

Zip

speakins: fU ror flZ nsainst 
JE,nro,.,nu,,on OR Waive speakinn, jD In support lil nguinrt

n;

E OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lobbyist,

PLEASE CHECK ON

lU lamaregistered
representing: I am not a lopbyist, but received

;?#fl|"tuij fi ,,", ;;r 
mv 

" 
ppea ra n ce

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

While tt is a tndition to encounge t)ublic testimony, time mcy not permit all persons wi.shing to speak to be heord at tnis he1ring. Those who

th1t as rnony pe$ons cts possible can be heard. lfyctu have queslictns about
l:::r.i,0.,:.", u: 

",ked 
to timit ttteir remrtrks so

.: uz u-lrt z-!ai tit tlu le<. pcj { ( ll j ei t (: ic,.eav,
This forn is part of the public record for this meeting.

registering tt: lobby please see f:ld. Stat. 9l L()4.5 .tnd Jaint Rule I

5-001 {08/10/2021\



03.14.23

Judiciary

Name

Street

Meeting Date

Committee

Andy Bolin

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

(813) 848-0600

Emait asb@bolin-law.comAddress 1905 E. 7th Ave.

Tampa
City

FL
Stdte

33605
Zip

Speaking: ffiro' ! Against |[ tnformation OR Waive Speaking: -ln Support lll Against

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi r urn. registered lobbyist,
' representlng:

Florida Justice Reform lnstitute

n I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



Name

Address \gt-q S Bro
Street

5o\nrnsqn

Deliver both copies of this form to
Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Err Email

Zip

TuAu

The Floricla Senate

B lr-t laa ,, ' APPEARANGE REcoRD
MEeting Date

SB osr?
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

W) - 12-\- \e![ b

6) $&-91'^bUr.
Lea.t

Committee

.ne,l.,\cr\nase-e- w 32S\
City State

Speaking: ffiu I Against I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: I tn Support I Against

PLEASE CHECK'ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

@fam a registered lobbyist,
representrng:

(t- U,'*tv)aOr *
lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oor (08/10/2021)



dtrqrsal
, .The Florida Senate

APPEARANGE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Meeting Date

c4A r1//-";'ql#

Bill Number orTopic

*),t ,rLl &z-U
Name

Address

4< 'z V78 q//D

aa.

'r^nf gY/t'A'zc*-Street

City State

Speaking: frA I Against ! lnformation OR waive speaking: I ln support ! Against

representing:

PTEASE CH.ECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam a registered lobbyist, I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

White it is o tradition to encourage publictestimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speakto be

thatosmanypersonsaspossiblecanbeheard. lfyouhavequestionsaboutregisteringtolobbypleaseseeFla.Stat.S

this heoring.Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so

1 I .045 and Joint Rule 1. 2020-2022JointRules.pdf (flsenate.gov)

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021)



. Meetino Date

Uqiltoro*"

3tt\/>t

Street

City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this tbrn) to

Senate professional staff conductinE the meeting

Phone

Zip

J3u

3 os. {+f. qff-?

Bill Number or'lopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name

Address
l(t 

^J 

u ( + nrrq^r Ft jlt)f 
Emair

tftichmi 7 37r Ir
State

Speaking: 6ro, [-] Against f] lnformation OR waivespeaking: ! lnsupport f] Asainst

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

l:] lam a registered lobbyist,
representrng:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.).
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3t14t2023

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Name
Curry Pajcic

Address 1 lndependent Dr., Suite 1900

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both coples of this form to

Senate pmlessinnal staff conducting the meeting

Phone

32202

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (ii' applicable)

904-358-8881

Emait curry@pajcic.com

Committee

Streef

Jacksonville
Ciry

FL
State Zip

Speaking: lrT
Lg-;iJ

For m Against lnformation OR waive Speaking: m ln Support tiT
{lJ. Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

m lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

tffi
t!:Jr

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: ffi I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/2021)



The Florida Senate

3t1412023 APPEARANCE RECORD
Meeting Date

Judiciary
Committee

Name

Address -arerc: (Lce sr. \\,rt< ts\vd $toz
Email

Street

Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (lf applicable)

1,s{- 6nS-z (oo

\e v ajr; o^ P A.
\ c\J)u P.corrr

0 =r. z-t !pr. -r(> Ft- 33o6 S
City - state zip

speakins: l[ ror lfl nsainst Information OR Waive Speaking: lD ln Support ffi ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

-ll I lamaregisteredlobbYist,
'- representing:

tr I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorshiP.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021)



Job Tifle

Address

fqrb(ov,/

Speaking: I for ainst

Txe Flonroa Serlre

Zip

2
Biil (if applicabte)

Amendment Barcode (if appticabte)

ln Support Against
this information into the record.)

APIEARANGE REGORD(Deliver BorH copies of this form to the s"n.to,. ori"*-t" professional 
staffconoucting the meeting)

u
Topic

Name 6YL o 0

It-
Sfate

lnformation

Phone

Email

Wliug Speaking:
(The Chair wiil read

%rlr (6,'-1
Representing 5Crff S+qnr/ LJ ft1,-r-

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: YesWhile itis a Senafe tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this

meeting. Those who do speakmay be asked to limit their
heard.This form is part of the pubtic record for this meeting.

remarks so that as many personsaspossrb/e can be

s-001 (10/14l14)



:3

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff cond ucting thr: rneetin g

Phone

Email

33
Zip

r. (\ a3h
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Date

\^,)^* t{i\ .V*' a"'TSF , 
,

tI."-,,r,. frru+txName

Address S L,
Street

City State

Speaking: fl ror Xngainst I lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: f] tn Support ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

F. lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, rneals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114t2023

Judiciary

Name
Michael Haggard

Address 330 Alhambra Circle, Floor 1

(ommittee

Stredt

Coral Gables FL
Ciry

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professinnal staff conducting the meeting

33134-5004

Phone

Amendrrent tlarr:ode iii' applicable)

305-446-5700

Eruil ril?h@haggardlawfirm.com

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date Bill Number orToplc

State Zip

Speaking: lL-Jlror m Against il OR waive speaking: A, tn support ffi ngatnstlnformation

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

m"t:l
lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

rT
L!.J;

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

$=-ilI
lr r

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/10/20211



20'L
Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

lu-rr Phone

Email

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

es(?

De u<-Name

Address s
Street

aty
L 3=tffi
State Zip

Speaking: ! ror Against ['lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: I tnSupport ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3
The Florida Senate

. APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

n D-rn Phone

Email

bD

Bill Number or-topic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Z3to
lI*,'\i tr-d-^*- \

Meeting Date

Committee )
v-^-Name

Address ,!zf\ U.) B-* gc"J 6l '15wrc )

City St0te Zip

4f>- 6s1@*Ktrl

Vlt' n c, @ b, o :'F,^ e- ..trt.

&.'lYl't\

Speaking: I ro, ffegainst I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: I ln Support ! Against

am appearing without

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

l-l tam a registered lobbyist,
U

representrng:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals. lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

compensation or sponsorship.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-oo1 (08/10/2021)



3t14t23

Judiciary

Name

Address
Stteet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Amendment Barcode (if aoolicable).)l)-{ff -)')3G

SB 236
Meeting Date

a

Speaking:

Bill Number orTopic

a

Drrj
0t !r&to

Email

ttlal.
u:. -
Ltty Zip

J
K to,. [Ei ngainst [fi, tnformation OR waive speakinn, lB tn support lfl nsainst
t\

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

m lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. F I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



Meeting Date

Trcl
lr rA ro I Grv

\' - tommittee /

Ta', r I

I . t4'zS

Street

City

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

660 7Lg Z3{e

Email I erclz r!+i

Name

Address

Wer rlg

Ita E Tr{f.yr^ 5\-
-]l[\r,\'6 sgas Ft-. ?>3Ol

State Zip

Speaking W.6 [ Against I lnformation OR waiveSpeaking: I tnSupport ! Against

l-l tam appearing without
U
- compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

l4 lam a registered lobbyist,
representrns:Np 

lb
I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the.public record for this meeting 5-001 (08/10/2021)



---i: t'1 -f-PZ?--
lvleetino Date

4lt

Jl d \^L',r-/ r/

:: ' . .'Ihe Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver bolh copies of this form to

.Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Zip

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

t/t z? {

Name

Address

Comnrittee /

A le_X' / .v, L /1

2z7l /V1,'r4 Dti,,-t

L 3zV? z

t- )o r/

^,/exr^a<ohtA@a^^;l'Street

City

1a*l

W,'nLr
State

Speaking: I fot Against I information OR Waive Speaking: f] tn Support ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ll/ I am appearing without
U
- compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021\



Address 100 N Duval Street

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

32301
zip

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

8503229941

s n uzzo@jamesmad ison. org

13 Jsb

Name

Meeting Date

Committee

Sal Nuzzo

Street

Tallahassee
atv

FL
State

speaking: ,&", ffingatnst ffilnforru,,on OR waivespeaking: mlnsupport ffiingr,nu

mmK
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging. etc.),

sponsored by:

I am appearing without
compensatlon or sponsorshiP.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S{01 (0811012021)



Meeting Date

Juttte t.2z V
^aLommrttee

Name

Address 9Z47as*/c-a*taaD z./L,
slriet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

tBe<6
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

//z e7./- 6t??

Email Stoeaa.ZBl?D@ 4oz, .a?t

J.
City zip

speaking: fi ro, I Against I lnformation OR waive speaking: I tn support I Against

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (08/10/2021)



03.14.23

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

331 56-4438

236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

305-537-1238
Name

Kansas Gooden

Address 11767 S Dixie Hwy # 274
Street

Miami FL
City State

Phone

Emair kgooden@boydjen.com

Zip

Speaking: ffi ror. |! ngainst tnformation OR waivespeaking: [E lnsupport JE ogu'nu

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi f ur a registered lobbyist,
' representrng:

Personal lnsurance Federation of Florida

m I am not a lobbyis! but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



311412023

Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

C.ommittee

Fred Cunningham

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this fc,rm to

Senale professir:nal staff conducting the mffiting

Phone

33410

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (ii' applicable)

561-625-6260

,,.nu,, fred@pbglaw.comAddress 2401 PGA Blvd., Suite 140
Street

Palm Beach Gardens
City

FL
State Zip

speaking: ffiror. ffins.inrt ffitnformation OR waivespeaking: mlnsupport lilnguinrt

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

ilt,
l+

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: m I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (OB/1O/2O21)



3t14t2023

Judiciary

Name

Street

aty

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professlonal staff conducting the meetlng

Bill NumberorTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

S8236

Meeting Date

Committee

Address YS y(s/ Hu* I) emair t( "4^J 
f Zg Eth^:[,c-n

7-7? - 7Vo3

U

J,, Phone

SI.Pele tr( 3?1t+
State zip

Speaking: ffiro, ffingainst ffitnformation OR waivespeaking: F lnsupport lfi,ngainst

lf, t anappearing wlthout
'- compencation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

E lam a registered lobbylst,
representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but recelved

something of value fior rny appearance
(travel, meals, lodging. etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S{O 1 Oylo/2o211



3t14t2023

Judiciary

Name

Meeting Date

Committee

.LL\
\gt

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
. ^- . Delver both copies of this form torenate professional staff conducting the meeting

S8236

Phone

Email

Amendment

rRI

Bill NumberorTopic

Barcode (if appficable)

'b z
Address

DrzStreet

City

speaking: ffi ro, fffi'Against IF rnformation OR

br{to bQ cCIAA

WaiveSpeaking, f[ tn Support ff, egainst

o Ie^rro,5 iu
State

Zip

ln

TEASE CHECKONE OFTHE FOTLOWNG:
P

I am nota lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, mealg lodging, etc.),'
sponsored by:

I am appearlng without
compensatlon or sponsorship, f[ r.t u registered tobbyist,

representing:

this hearing.Those who !?:f!-\.* O, oskedto timittheir remark so
2 020-2 02 2Joi n tRu I es. f a f (fl s en o te g ovt

I L045 andJointRule I

s40r (08/10/2021)



-]'-l

3 /+ .A
Meeting Date

-n\*{.iCirn/rt1

The Florida Senate

APPEARA]TICE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

5enate professional staff conductinq the meeting

Phone

Bill Number or lopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

4 zsc"

Name

Address

Committee/

'E'L

dtzSo,, hfu.,n*A\t s U^ Email f r^) L 31 \-(-
Street

e
City Zip

Speaking ! Against l,nfbrmation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support I Against

St0te

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

am appearing without lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.).
sponsored by:

compensation or sponsorship.

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



3114123

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

O r-t- Q +.leo.r g

7 b i ''t Na }[,"u -i4,r\ Sl^.
U
v1,-

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

L

374)2
ltp

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone ?.1 r '12-{ .-t'tJ-D

Email S'ctq,e. f[Ktt, r ] oyqL . <- nA
I

SB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

Bill Number orTopic

Da\i, kkL
aty u State

speakins: ffir lilnquinrt [fitnformation OR waivespeakins: LE tnsupport Einsuinrt

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

tE lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. E- I am a registered lobbyist,

representing:
ffi 

' 
ur not a lobbvist, but received

,/Fisomething of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodginq, etcJ,
sponsored by:

Oaa
This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. 5-001 (08/10/20211



3t14t2023

Judiciary

A

Meeting Date

Committee

!lth*) f\ A.-. ̂ ^^,JName

Address IA-\aS Nlta\ t a1f,' A.rer.rve
Street

[L,t*.. €r-
City Stote

Speaking: - -lll ro' ll4 Asainst

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Zip

lnformation

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

3r>5 - 5tt1r' uOZb

K.,te( hovsr . zEmail

3 313(?

OR waivespeaking: ltr tnsupport ffingainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. F I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-oo1 (o8/10/2021)



3t1412023

Judiciary

Name

Address

Meeting Date

Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Srrf- {il -,<S 7D
I bo w I

Strcet

fVll "^ rvti tl 7jt3[
City Zip

Speaking [L ror E nsainst lfl tnfo,mation OR waive speaking: lD tn support E Rsainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

W I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

F I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

IE I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting s-oo1 (08/1o/2o21)



t:3
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

L SJ\ J-? A
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Date

\.^cJ 1

tl C ( rq,.-,

State

Name

Address
Street

City

() b",la Qt-
Zip

Speaking: I for Against f] lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyis! but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



311412023

Judiciary
Meeting Date

Committee'T)o" D T) t'z

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

A Email

Zip

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name

Address o
Street

City

*t
Co ,.,r

State

Speaking: ffi ro,. lfi' nsainst lfl tnformation OR waive speaking: F tn Support ffi ngatnst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

V lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

i I am a registered lobbyist,
representing: tr I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.



9
'ilhe lrlorida Stlnate

APPEARANCN REEORP
Deliver both copies of this foritt to

Senate professional staff conducting tile meeting

Phone

Email

Bill Number orToplc

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

,3/

3-Name

Address

s3ll// Mz"n
Zip

Speaking: I for
Sonu'nu ! lnformation OR waiveSpeaking: ! In Support I Against

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

F
lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.).
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S_OO1 (O8/10/202j)



3t14t2023

Stteet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

cs/sB 236
Meeting Date Bill Number orTopic

Judiciary
Committee Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name

Address ( 3-o t3 Ak FR Av rmair BnrnrAur.Ff,ar /?6-r @ 4.nci(
Corn

::faexgonvi Ils TtoN on ezzo 1
City State ZiP

Speaking: ffiro, lfugainst lnformation OR Waive speaking -In Support lL-..1 Against

or

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOW]NG:

V I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr I am a registered lobbyist,

representing:
F I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/2021)



THE FLoRIDA SENATE

APPEARANGE REGORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

sa3
Date

Topic

Name

Job Title

Address

City

Speaking For Against

Uvl !,r-rrrl,w
/\4t o'',\ Lou hrotn.,

frrL&r

1 5
s c\A

BiII (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

1? vq Phone 0x

Against

U

(' ? U 3301{ rmair ohi d ln"o\h,rh"? lL o)

\nrM
Hsupport

Sfafe

lnformation

Zp t6l^\
Waive Speaking:
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing m

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes

While it is a Senafe tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possrb/e can be heard.

This form is paft of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14114)



THE FLoRIDA SENATE

APPEARANGE REGORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Date

Topic

Name

Job Title

Address
Street

f ,'>to
City

Speaking For Against

5r* 4-6.-
Oh,n\ 610llnaK
AuWe |Wtuqr A (G

BiII
a

(if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

?, - Lt+

7D

t^J 1"7-\ 51,',1+ L\o *[f{pnon" Llq ^ 
b

fo3 Email ["0, 00w(
Sfafe

lnformation

zip

Waive Speaking: I ln Support l-l Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing s( (f
Appearing at request of Chair: Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature Yes

While it ls a Senafe tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many pe,rsons as possib/e can be heard.

This form is paft of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14114)



311412023

Judiciary

Street

Ctty

Name 772 ntuc-o*t .r77 *rz c*t/a

Address 9.7t g /c*t s? 'J s&=.*

Meeting Date

Committee

Tatnaraa, Fc-
State

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

33za?

CS/SB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amerrdment Barcode (if applicable)

?re - 62?'ts-a?

zip

speaking: f[rot ffingainst ffitnformation OR waivespeakins' F tnsupport ffingainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

W I am appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr. I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: tr. I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (08/10/20211



3t14t2023

Judiciary

Name

Address
Street

City

Meeting Date

Committee

(-

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

cs/sB 236
Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

t

tO'/
1

t
Zip

Speaking ffi ro, [fl ngainst fi tnformation OR waive speaking: m ln support ffi ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

W lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. tr. I am a registered lobbyist,

representing: Itr- I am not a lobbyist, but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-oo1 (ogt10/2021)



3114123

Judiciary

Name

Address
Strcet

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

SB 236
Meeting Date

Committee

A,-' t#n-
6q 54 Shafu^r l,t)o,t& Nu&

qfl bB qffiq

tsu+f b{A^ol ,t aw

ive Speaking:

Ettr
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

City Zp

E[nsainst

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (08/1 0/2021)

@, #f ,o,. E Asainst ffi tnrormation oR



?-/q-)e
The Florida Senate
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Started: 311412023 4:04:36 PM
Ends: 311412023 6:59:57 PM Length: 02=55=22

4:04:35 PM
4:05:09 PM
4:05:11 PM
4:05:40 PM
4:05:45 PM
4:05:49 PM
4:O7:24PM
4:07:32 PM
4:08:45 PM
4:08:52 PM
4:09:24 PM
4:10:18 PM
4:10:41 PM
4:10:50 PM
4:11:00 PM
4:11:00 PM
4=12=46 PM
4=12=48 PM
4:13:32 PM
4:13:48 PM
4=14=26 PM
4:15:03 PM
4:15:35 PM
4:15:43 PM
4:16:10 PM
4:16:14 PM
4:16:19 PM
4:16:26 PM
4:16:33 PM
4:17:05 PM
4:17:23 PM
4:18:07 PM
4:18:10 PM
4=18:27 PM
4:19:01 PM
4:19:15 PM
4:19:56 PM
4=2O=11Pill
4:20:46 PM
4:20:57 PM
4:21:05 PM
4=21:13 Pl,tl
4=21:14PM
4=21:41PM
4:21:48PM
4=21:54PM
4=22:O2PM
4=22'05PM
4:22:41PM
4:22:47 PM
4=23:04PM
4:24:08 PM

Meeting called to order, roll call
Quorum is present
Chair Yarborough makes opening remarks
Tab 1- SB 62, Relief of Robert Earl DuBoise by the State of Florida by Senator Grall
Chair Yarborough recognizes Senator Grall
Senator Grallexplains the bill
Public Testimony:
Robert DuBoise
Debate:
Senator Thompson
Senator Grall closes on the bill
Rollcallon SB 62
Chair Yarborough reports the bill
Tab 2- SB 264, lnterests of Foreign Countries by Senator Collins
Senator Collins explains the bill
Chair Yarborough recognizes Senator Collins
Questions:
Senator Boyd
Senator Collins
Senator Harrell
Senator Collins
Senator Harrell
Senator Stewart
Senator Collins
Senator Stewart
Senator Collins
Senator Stewart
Senator Collins
Senator Baxley
Senator Collins
Senator Book
Senator Collins
Senator Book
Senator Collins
Senator Book
Senator Collins
Senator Book
Senator Collins
Chair Yarborough
Senator Collins
Amendment 606852 by Senator Collins
Chair Yarborough recognizes Senator Collins
Senator Collins explains the amendment
Senator Collins waives close
Chair Yarborough reports amendment
Amendment 647 298 by Senator Collins
Chair Yarborough recognizes Senator Collins
Senator Collins explains the amendment
Senator Collins waives close
Chair Yarborough reports the amendment
Senator Collins closes on the bill
Rollcallon SB 264
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5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
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5:16:08 PM
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5:18:24 PM
5:18:59 PM
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5:20:05 PM
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33:59 PM
35:27 PM
37:06 PM
38:29 PM
39:16 PM
39:44 PM
40:40 PM
40:52 PM
41:32PM
42:36 PM

5:43:53 PM
5:44:59 PM
5:46:05 PM
5:47:10 PM
5:47=25PM
5:48:38 PM
5:49:53 PM
5:51:10 PM
5:51:33 PM
5=52=22PM
5:53:29 PM
5:55:10 PM
5:56:49 PM
5:58:37 PM
6:00:00 PM
6:00:51 PM
6:02:09 PM
6:02:58 PM
6:03:5{ PM
6:05:14 PM
6:06:59 PM
6:08:07 PM
6:09:27 PM
6:10:22 PM
6:11:12 PM
6:11:55 PM
6:12:37 PM
6:13:59 PM
6:15:12 PM
6:17:04 PM
6:18:17 PM
6:18:28 PM
6:19:33 PM

22:00 PM
24:14PM
24:51PM
25=47 PM
26:36 PM
27:45PM
29:14 PM
30:21 PM
31:32 PM
32:45 PM
33:46 PM

Senator Hutson
Senator Thompson
Senator Hutson
Senator Thompson
Senator Hutson
Senator Thompson
Senator Hutson
Senator Thompson
Senator Hutson
Public Testimony on Amendment 209768:
Carey
Kansas Gooden, Personal lnsurance Federation of Florida
Frank Pierce, Florida Defense Lawyer
Maria Sunti, Healthcare Attorney for Patients
Laurette Balinsky, Florida Retail Federation
Andy Bolin, Florida Justice Reform lnstitute
Jessica Schmor, Associated lndustries of Florida
Senator Hutson waives close
Public Testimony on the bill as amended:
Burt King
Celeste Ellich
Dale Swope
Stephen Cain
Tatiana Yogez, Survivors of Human Trafficking
Nicole Mccall, Survivors of Human Trafficking
Chair Yarborough receives permission from President Passidomo under Rule 2.10(2) to extend
Omorose Butler
TeriSiddig
Laurette Balinsky
Ana Melendez
Ashley Kalifeh, The Coalition for Attainable Housing Providers
Todd Michaels
Andy Bolin
Jessica Schmor
GiovanniCastro, Uber
Curry Pajcic
Senator Book
Curry Pajcic
Melissa Grace
Anthony Montalto, Stand with Parkland
Amanda Altman
Jeff Binkley
Shantara Hurry
Robert Bracewell
Marlon Marcano
Chris Grollneck
Damian Loughron
Margaret Barrow
Michael Haggard
Dewayne Terry
Alex Couch
Sal Nuzzo
Rick Edwards
Kansas Gooden, Personal lnsurance Federation of Florida
Fred Cunningham
Robert Giles
Shana Kessler
Tom Gaitens, CALA
Gabor Koppany
Alex Arteaga-Gozmez
Randy Akers
Tony Palmer


	Bill and Amendment List Report
	Expanded Agenda (Long)
	S00062
	JU Special Master 3/15/2023
	00062__
	S 62 Agenda Request.pdf
	S 62 Appearance Cards.pdf

	S00264
	JU Bill Analysis 3/15/2023
	606852
	647298
	00264__
	S 264 Agenda Request.pdf

	S00236
	JU Bill Analysis 3/14/2023
	209768
	784578
	677606
	00236c1
	209768
	S 236 Amendment Appearance Cards.pdf
	S236 Appearance Cards Part I.pdf
	S 236 Appearance Cards Part II.pdf
	S 236 Appearance Cards Part III.pdf
	S 236 NCSL report on file with JU.pdf

	Comment
	CourtSmart Tag Report.pdf




