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2020 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS AND SPACE 

 Senator Wright, Chair 

 Senator Cruz, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

TIME: 10:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 
PLACE: Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Wright, Chair; Senator Cruz, Vice Chair; Senators Broxson, Gainer, Harrell, Pizzo, and 
Torres 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 
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Presentation by:   
 

 
Presented 
        

 
 
 

 
Brigadier General Tom Landerwermeyer, USA (Ret.), President and CEO, Homes for our 
Troops 
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Presentation by: 
 

 
Presented 
        

 
 
 

 
Andy Pujol, CEO, Founder and Volunteer, Building Homes for Heroes, Inc. 
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MISSION

To build and donate specially 

adapted custom homes 

nationwide for severely injured 

post-9/11 Veterans, to enable 

them to rebuild their lives.

HFOT Home Recipient

Army SPC Marco Solt



• Approx. 2000 severely injured post-9/11 

Veterans

• Current home unsafe and not fully 

accessible  

• Cannot do simple things for themselves

• Burden and stress on Caregiver and entire 

family

• Home should be a place of respite not 

frustration and stress

• Veteran has sacrificed their freedom and 

independence for us

The Need



• Provide specially adapted custom homes 

where Veterans choose to live

• Single story, 4 bedroom, 2 bath, 2800 sq. ft.  

• Over 40 Special Adaptations in every home

• Energy efficient

• 290 homes in 42 states 

• 18 completed homes in Florida and an 

additional 14 projects underway. 

HFOT Home



Veteran Selection  

• Rely on VA’s Specially Adapted Housing 

(SAH) grant determination; injured in Iraq or 

Afghanistan Theaters of War

• Background and Financial checks

• Veterans Conference

• Program Overview

• Final interview

• Welcome into the Family

This is a “Mission Moment” for an HFOT 

staff member to inform the Veteran that 

they have been selected and will receive a 

home  



HFOT Process

Program	
Acceptance

Land	Search	
and	

Acquisition
Construction

Home	
Delivery

Home	
Transfer

Rebuilding	Lives

Follow	Up



Community Kick Off Volunteer Day

Key Ceremony

Build Events



• Support network of HFOT staff, Veteran Action and 

Advisory Team, and community

• Background and financial health checks

• Veteran chooses where to live and we build from 

the ground up

• 3 year financial planning assistance, pro-bono 

• Zero mortgage 

• Ten year lien

• HFOT stands by the homes we build

Ensuring Veterans’ Success as a Homeowner :

Unique to HFOT
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Charity Navigator “A” rating – Charity Watch

HFOT is consistently ranked as one of the 

Top Performing Military Nonprofits 
Nearly 90 cents of every dollar spent has gone to our programs since 2004.  

Platinum Seal of Transparency

on GuideStar



• NEED FOR INCREASED REVENUE 

• 84 current projects; 106 in application process; more than 

1000 more Veterans still need our program

• Land, construction and materials continue to increase in cost

• We build 20-25 homes a year

• BUILDING, MAINTAINING AWARENESS & 

INTEREST
• No longer front page news 

CHALLENGES



HOW YOU CAN HELP

• Spread the word on HFOT

• Who we are 

• What we do 

• Who we support

• Attend HFOT Build Events in your areas



THANK YOU!

BUILDING HOMES, REBUILDING LIVES

www.hfotusa.org



Current Florida Projects 

Veteran Name Build Location 

Jarrod Addison Jacksonville, FL

Ignacio Arriaga TBD

Josh Cope Lake Panosoffkee, FL

Justin Callahan Jupiter, FL 

Joseph “Blake” Deloach West Palm Beach, FL 

Liam Dwyer Lake Worth, FL 

Noe “Lito’ Santos Dilone Orlando, FL 

Michael Montange Orlando, FL 

Veteran Name Build Location

Tim Read Wesley Chapel, FL 

Chad Rozanski Orlando, FL 

Elliot Smith Pensacola, FL 

Patrick Wickens Orlando, FL 

Michael Monthervil San Antonio, FL 

Stephen Peterson Land O’ Lakes, FL 

*Vicente Ramirez Crestview, FL  (compl 7 Dec)





BUILDING HOMES FOR HEROES 

&

THE GREAT STATE OF FLORIDA
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Building Homes for Heroes® is strongly committed to building homes and 

providing a bolder, better and brighter future ahead for the brave men and 

women who were injured while serving the country during the time of the wars in 

Iraq or Afghanistan. It's our honor to support the men and women who have 

loyally and courageously served our country.

OUR MISSION
Building Homes Building a Brighter Future
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In 2019, Building Homes for Heroes completed a 14th 

consecutive year of record-setting growth. Our goal each 

and every year is to gift one home every 11 days. In 2020 

we hope to construct, gift and modify as many as 40 

homes for veterans.
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20 Reasons to Support Building Homes for Heroes
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Continuously One of the Highest Performing 

Charities in the Country

For four straight years, Building Homes for 

Heroes has received a 4-star rating from 

Charity Navigator.

For a fourth consecutive year we also 

received a 100 rating in accountability and 

transparency.

For 8 consecutive years, Building Homes for 

Heroes has maintained a program rating of 

93% or higher.
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1 Mortgage-Free Home Every 11 Days

Our work for our veterans never ends…
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225 Homes Gifted and Modified Across the Nation

We are honored to have gifted and modified 225 

homes across the country for our nation’s veterans 

across 33 states.

It all started with a vision to gift one home to one 

veteran and has blossomed into a beautiful 

network all working together to make our 

communities and country a better place for all to 

see.
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Multi-Step Screening Process

Building Homes for Heroes runs thorough criminal and financial 

background checks on applicants to ensure that all the information 

on the application is truthful and accurate. Veterans who already own 

homes are excluded from the program (unless their home doesn’t 

meet their needs in which case arrangements are made to allow 

them to sell their home prior to being gifted a home adapted to their 

needs.)

Building Homes for Heroes requires two, sometimes three,

verifiable letters of recommendation along with their DD-214 

discharge papers as verification of their service.

Building Homes for Heroes also requests medical records to 

verify injuries, most notably a determination letter from the 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.

DD-214 discharge papers V.A. Determination Letter
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Gifted and Modified more than 100 Homes in Florida

While we operate nationwide, Florida is the state 

we are proud to have done the most work in, by 

far. To date, we have gifted 92 homes in Florida 

and modified 10, equaling 102 total homes gifted 

and modified for Florida veterans. At the end of 

the Better, Brighter and Bolder Fiscal Year, we’ll 

hope to have gifted 125 homes in Florida.
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Admiral McRaven, General Chiarelli, General Abrams 

and Lt. General Williams all attend a Home Ceremony

Admiral William McRaven, 

General Peter Chiarelli, 

Lieutenant General Darryl 

Williams and General Robert 

Abrams attended our Home 

Ceremony for Army Sergeant 

Joel Tavera in Florida, who was 

among the most severely 

injured veterans to survive 

since the Iraq War began.  
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U.S. Army Sergeant Joel Tavera Welcomed Home

After enduring nearly 125 surgeries, Sergeant Tavera earned his B.A. in history from the University of Tampa last year. 
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General Heithold, General Merchant and Congressman 

Gaetz support Building Homes for Heroes

We have received amazing support from the highest ends of the military 

to the U.S. Government. We were grateful to have Lieutenant General 

Heithold and Major General Merchant attend our home ceremonies in 

Florida as well.

U.S. Representative Matt Gaetz was our champion in the Florida 

Legislature when he served in the state and has continued to champion 

us on the federal level since joining the United States Congress in 2017. 

Representative Gaetz spoke at the home ceremony for Air Force 

Captain Nathan Nelson, whom he now employs as a congressional 

aide.
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Senator Simpson Attends Home Ceremony

Florida State Senator Wilton Simpson joined 

Building Homes for Heroes to help us welcome 

home Army Master Sergeant George Vera and his 

family to the beautiful, ground-up home in Tampa, 

Florida. Senator Simpson continues to be a strong 

advocate and supporter of the organization.
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Governor Scott and Governor Jindal attend Home 

Ceremony

In 2015, Building Homes for Heroes was honored to 

have been joined by Governor Rick Scott of the 

Great State of Florida, and Governor Bobby Jindal 

from the great state of Louisiana to help us welcome 

home an injured veteran.
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State of the State Address 
Governor Scott recommends Building Homes for Heroes 

for substantial funding

In 2017, Governor Scott 

praised Building Homes for 

Heroes and personally 

thanked Army MSG George 

Vera in his State of the State 

Address in front of the entire 

Florida Legislature and Florida 

State Supreme Court.
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Approved by Governor Scott in Florida Budget 

for 5 Straight Years

Our relationship with Florida has grown so 

strongly that from 2014 to 2018, Governor Scott 

continually approved funding for Building Homes 

for Heroes in Florida’s state budget. 
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Governor Ron DeSantis proposed $1 million in funding

for BHH in 2019-20 and 2020-21 Budgets

In his first two years in office, Governor Ron 

DeSantis included $1 million for Building Homes 

for Heroes in his proposed budget. We are 

honored by his recognition of Building Homes for 

Heroes.
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7 Straight Years in the Florida Budget

Governor Scott and Governor 

DeSantis included us in Florida’s 

budget and/or proposed budget for 

each of the last seven years.
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Recipient of the USSOCOM Patriot Award 

at MacDill Air Force Base from General Thomas

In 2018 United States Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) 

presented Andy Pujol, with the Patriot Award, the highest award 

USSOCOM can bestow upon civilians and nonprofit organizations, their 

founders and CEOs. It was personally presented at the MacDill Air 

Force Base by General Thomas, the highest ranking General at Special 

Operations Command. 
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Annual Team Building retreats in Orlando
$1 million invested over 5 years and growing

The annual program in Orlando, Florida is 

designed to strengthen bonds and family spirit 

among veterans and their families. It is yet another 

step toward marital success, family happiness, 

camaraderie and comfort in their everyday lives. 

The organization has found this program to be 

tremendously inspirational for veterans and 

families alike, another step toward being defined 

by their accomplishments and activities, and not 

their injuries or disabilities. 
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Building Homes for Heroes helps Florida

Become the second ever Hidden Hero State

Building Homes for Heroes supports not only 

veterans, but their children and their spouses who 

are the Hidden Heroes. 

In April of 2019, Building Homes for Heroes 

supported the Elizabeth Dole Foundation to pass 

a resolution in the Florida Capitol designating 

Florida a Hidden Hero State – only the second 

state to do so. When passing the resolution, 

Florida lawmakers recognized that their 

longstanding and successful partnership with 

Building Homes for Heroes has helped Florida 

lead the way to become one of the most veteran-

friendly states in the country.
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Veterans Helping Veterans

Our New Ambassador Program

Building Homes for Heroes’ veteran home 

recipients have become such strong advocates for 

our organization that we just created the 

Ambassador Program. Our veterans will be 

personally representing Building Homes for 

Heroes, thanking our donors and partners for their 

support. Several of our Ambassadors are Florida 

home recipients.
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Annual Board Meeting takes place in Orlando
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More than 600 airings on Florida TV in last six years

To date, Building Homes for Heroes has never 

paid for a single TV commercial. Still, our home 

ceremonies across the state have been aired by 

most all television stations and many radio stations, 

all across Florida.
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Five-Part Series on Fox Nation Featured

Five of our Amazing Veteran Home Recipients

We were honored to have been 

approached by Fox Nation 

earlier this year for a five-part 

series on their streaming 

network. They filmed stories on 

five of our home recipients:

• USAF Captain Nathan 

Nelson

• Army SSG Aaron Hale

• Army MSG George Vera

• USMC Sergeant Kirstie Ennis

• USMC Sergeant Greg Caron
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Building Homes for Heroes turned $4.84 Million invested from the 

State of Florida into a $19M Return on Investment 

Of the $4.84 million that has been granted to us by 

the State of Florida, we have turned those funds 

into a $19 million return on investment directly 

towards Florida veterans and Florida communities, 

utilizing only Florida licensed contractors. 

• A return on investment of 350%

• A return of $4.5 to every $1 dollar received
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Homes Designed to Improve the Life of a Veteran

Commonly, we design our homes with accommodations that 

include, but are not limited to: 3-foot doorways, 4-foot 

hallways, 5-foot turn radius, stair lifts, grab bars, elevators, 

chair rails, hand rails, lowered cabinets and countertops, 

special flooring, unique floor lighting, home automation, 

hurricane protections and outdoor elements for veterans 

who struggle with PTSD and TBI.
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More than Just Building Homes

Above and beyond gifting homes, we’re 

building a bolder, brighter and better future 

ahead…
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2-4 years of Financial Guidance

We are proud to partner with the National Association of 

Personal Financial Advisors, who pair all of our veteran 

home recipients with certified financial planners for at least 

two years of pro bono financial guidance. To date, no veteran 

has ever lost a home for financial reasons or any other 

reason whatsoever. Thanks to this program, we have 

success stories all across Florida.
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Emergency and Watershed Funding

We provide emergency and watershed 

funding for veterans and their families who 

experience sudden life-altering moments in 

their lives. 
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Keeping Families Together

Countless times, we have been told by our 

veterans and their spouses that the gift of a 

mortgage-free home has saved their marriage. 

More than 95% of married couples in our program 

remain together today, an astounding 

accomplishment when you consider that the 

national success rate for marriages is reported to 

be about 50%. 

“The family we have gained here is something 
we never knew we needed, but have seen that 
it is what builds us up and holds it together.”
-- Kate Denker, wife of Air Force Staff Sgt. 
Bryan Denker
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We now support Veterans in Invictus Games, 

the Warrior Games, and the Paralympics

This past year, we launched another program, where we 

also support our veterans in the grueling training process 

for the Invictus Games, the Warrior Games and the 

Paralympics. Recognizing the significant benefits that 

outdoor recreation and sporting competition can have on 

veterans as they rehabilitate from physical, emotional and 

psychological injuries, we plan to expand this program 

further. 

Army Staff Sergeant William Castillo, captain of the 

U.S. Bobsled Paralympic team.



BUILDING HOMES FOR HEROES PAGE 33

Supporting Veterans pursue their career dreams and 

achieve dreams they never imagined when injured

We’re also supporting veterans pursue their career dreams. 

This includes many of our veterans who have gone on to 

receive degrees in higher education after receiving their home, 

or veterans who began their own businesses or pursued new 

careers. This is a new development in our organization that is 

growing with great enthusiasm. Pictured is U.S. Army Staff 

Sergeant Aaron Hale, who is completely blind, and his amazing 

wife McKayla, who started their own successful chocolate 

business. Building Homes for Heroes continues to support our 

veterans’ career dreams across Florida and the United States.  

Army Staff Sergeant Aaron Hale and his wife 

McKayla formed Extra Ordinary Delights
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1,500 Applications in the State of Florida

More than 1,500 Florida veteran applications have been 

submitted to our organization, hoping for a home. 















 

 

SENATOR DOUG BROXSON 
1st District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Banking and Insurance, Chair 
Agriculture 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, 
   Environment, and General Government 
Community Affairs 
Military and Veterans Affairs and Space 
 
JOINT COMMITTEE: 
Joint Committee on Public Counsel Oversight 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   418 West Garden Street, 4th Floor, Room 403, Pensacola, Florida 32502  (850) 595-1036 
   318 Senate Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5001   
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 BILL GALVANO DAVID SIMMONS 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

 

 

December 11, 2019 

 

 

Chairman Wright, 

 

I am writing to request respectfully that I be excused from the December 11 meeting of 

Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs and Space, due to a death in the family.  

 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please feel free to contact my office, or myself.  

 

Thank you for time and consideration of this matter. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
Doug Broxson 
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