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Senate Passes Legislation to Cut Red Tape, Support Public Schools 
SB 320 reduces bureaucracy and helps level the playing field for neighborhood schools 

 
Tallahassee–The Florida Senate today passed Senate Bill (SB) 320, Administrative Efficiency in 
Public Schools, sponsored by Senator Corey Simon (R-Tallahassee). This legislation builds upon 
SB 7002 and SB 7004, signed into law following the 2024 Legislative Session, to support 
students and teachers and reduce burdensome requirements on local school districts and 
neighborhood public schools. The bill streamlines administrative processes for school districts, 
increases flexibility in policymaking, and enhances opportunities for districts to manage their 
finances and facilities. 
 
“Universal school choice created a historic expansion of opportunity for every student and every 
family in the state of Florida, but we cannot allow this policy to pick winners and losers. Our 
neighborhood public schools are the backbone of so many communities across our state, 
especially our rural communities, and they deserve to compete on a level playing field,” said 
Senator Simon. “This legislation continues our efforts to put an end to overly burdensome 
bureaucracy that hinders the efficiency of our public schools. By eliminating red tape, we can 
help keep the focus of Florida’s public education system where it belongs – on our students and 
their education.”  
 
“Our legacy, neighborhood public schools have educated generations of Floridians across our 
state and should remain a viable option for parents and students within Florida’s universal school 
choice environment,” said Senate President Ben Albritton (R-Wauchula). “Rooting out 
inefficiencies and keeping government accountable to taxpayers who fund it is important across 
all of state government. I’m proud to see Senator Simon and many other Senators continue to run 
to the fight to rid public school districts of burdensome red tape and support those teachers, 
students, and families who choose a neighborhood public school.” 
 
Senate Bill 320, Administrative Efficiency in Public Schools 
 
Streamlines how school districts may recruit, hire, manage, pay, and evaluate teachers 

• Expands eligibility requirements for the Teacher Apprenticeship Program.  
• Clarifies options for an advanced degree that may be used for salary adjustments.  
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• Specifies that collective bargaining may not preclude a district from providing salary 
supplements based on critical statewide or district needs.  

• Creates a three-year instructional multi-year contract; however, any employee who 
received an “unsatisfactory” or “needs improvement” performance evaluation must be 
returned to an annual contract the following school year.  

• Establishes a 10-year renewable professional certificate.  
• Authorizes school districts or regional consortia to issue temporary educator certificates. 
• Limits the requirement for demonstration of general knowledge to classroom teachers, 

removing from the requirement instructional personnel such as librarians/media 
specialists, school counselors, and social workers. 

• Specifies that the value-added model (VAM) may not be the sole determinant in 
recruiting instructional personnel, providing school districts with greater flexibility in 
staffing schools identified as in need of improvement.   

 
Provides school boards with increased authority over district finances and budgets, while 
maintaining strong accountability  

• Removes the requirement for graphical representation of a district budget.  
• Expands district school board discretion in allocating Title I funding and clarifies that 

charter schools can access services or programs funded by Title I.  
• Authorizes district school boards to use proceeds from the 1.5 mill discretionary capital 

levy for operational and capital purposes, allowing for more efficient student 
transportation options, investment in essential support facilities, and improved resource 
allocation to meet local needs.   

• Requires charter schools to directly respond to expenditure questions from the 
Department of Education (DOE), removing the school districts as the intermediary. 

• Expands the scope of capital outlay that district school boards are permitted to fund 
through the issuance of short-term debt instruments, allowing for a more comprehensive 
development of the educational environment. Districts remain bound by existing debt 
limits.   

• Authorizes district school boards to determine whether to make up days lost due to a 
bona fide emergency. 

 
Enhances the ability of school boards to plan for and manage their facilities 

• Removes prescribed five-year, 10-year, and 20-year school facility work program 
mandates, but maintains requirements for district long-term facility planning.  

• Modifies the conditions for districts to employ an architect.  
• Repeals life-cycle cost analysis requirements for school construction projects. 
• Expands the allowable uses of funds from the sale of school district airspace. 
• In total, these changes bring district school boards closer to the operational flexibility of 

charter schools, which typically have more autonomy in facility planning and 
management.  
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Advances efficiency for school board administrative processes 

• Eliminates certain school district requirements relating to the uniform assessment 
calendar, but requires the calendar to be posted online and in the parent portal, and to 
indicate state and district assessments. The bill maintains the requirement that no more 
than 5% of total school hours may be spent on statewide assessments, progress 
monitoring, and district-required tests.  

• Requires the State Board of Education (SBE) rule to provide a timeline for approving 
school turnaround plans and for the release of Title I funding. 

• Exempts school boards from Administrative Procedures Act rulemaking requirements, 
but maintains requirements for public input and transparency.  

• Removes the requirement that certain districts employ an internal auditor, but maintains 
general financial audit requirements.  

• Authorizes district school board instructional materials purchases to follow the full five-
year adoption cycle. 

• Shifts oversight of public school Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) programs from early 
learning coalitions to the school district.  

• Authorizes public VPK programs to verify attendance using existing electronic systems. 
 
For more information, please visit www.FLSenate.gov. 
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