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MEDIA ADVISORY: President Albritton to Unveil New George Washington Exhibit at 
Florida’s Historic Capitol 

New America250 Exhibit Provides Interactive Display of the Famous Lansdowne Portrait of 
George Washington 

 
Tallahassee–In honor of America’s 250th anniversary and coinciding the Joint 2026 Legislative 
Reunion, Florida Senate President Ben Albritton (R-Wauchula) will unveil a new interactive 
George Washington exhibit at the Florida Historic Capitol on Tuesday, February 3, 2026, at 
10:30 a.m. Sponsored by the Florida Senate, the new interactive depiction of Gilbert Stuart’s 
famous Lansdowne portrait of George Washington is a component of the Historic Capitol’s 
George Washington Experience, the museum’s signature project for the America250 
commemoration.  
 
President Albritton to Unveil New America250 Exhibit  
Date: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 
Time: 10:30 a.m.  
Location: Florida’s Historic Capitol 
Second Floor 
 
Interactive Lansdowne Portrait of George Washington  
For almost 200 years, a copy of Gilbert Stuart’s famous Lansdowne portrait of George 
Washington has hung in the Florida Capitol. As Florida celebrates the America250 
commemoration, the Florida Historic Capitol Museum’s George Washington Experience will 
offer visitors new and interactive ways to engage with this iconic exhibit. 
 
Last fall, the Senate sponsored the purchase of a three-dimensional sculpted print of the 
Lansdowne portrait to be created and displayed at the Florida Historic Capitol in honor of 
America250. The new print provides innovative sensory access, featuring raised surfaces that 
allow individuals who are visually impaired to experience the exhibit through touch and sound. 
The exhibit includes several touch-activated audio narratives that explain various facets of the 
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portrait, historical events of the time, and stories related to George Washington’s life and service 
as our first president.  
 
The George Washington Experience at the Florida Historic Capitol 
 
The Painter and the President: Gilbert Stuart’s Brush with the George Washington 
StoryWalk® Experience 
Monday, February 16, 2026 
10:00 a.m. – 2: 00 p.m. 
 
Guided readings will be held at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
 
Join us at the Florida Historic Capitol Museum for Presidents Day on Monday, February 16, 
2026, as we debut our new StoryWalk® experience. Follow along our historic hallways to read 
The Painter and the President: Gilbert Stuart’s Brush with George Washington by Sarah Albee 
and enjoy free craft activities, a special portrait interactive area, and snacks. This StoryWalk® 
program is part of the Florida Historic Capitol Museum’s George Washington Experience 
commemorating the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 2026.  
 
The StoryWalk® is recommended for early readers and young history enthusiasts aged 3 – 10, 
but the illustrations and program activities can be enjoyed by all. 
 
Art + History: The Lansdowne Portrait of George Washington Lunch and Learn Program 
Friday, February 20, 2026 
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Non-Member Fee: $10 
Museum Member Fee: FREE 
 
Popular Smithsonian Associates speaker Paul Glenshaw brings his Art+History lecture series to 
the Florida Historic Capitol Museum. Hear stories of President George Washington and Gilbert 
Stuart, the painter whose portraits of Washington are memorialized on the one-dollar bill and in 
the Lansdowne Portrait, which is on display in the Museum’s Historic House Chamber. How did 
these two men—so unlike in temperament, class, and life experience—come together to produce 
what is arguably the definitive portrait of America’s first president? Find out during this program 
for the Florida Historic Capitol Museum’s George Washington Experience commemorating the 
250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 2026. 
 
Advance registration is required, and seating is limited. Non-member fees are $10; Museum 
members are free. The program fee includes lunch. Register at 
http://gwexperience2026.square.site today! 
 
A Closer Look: Hands-on Workshop  
Saturday, February 21, 2026 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

http://gwexperience2026.square.site/
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Non-Member Fee: $10 
Museum Member Fee: FREE 
 
Join artist and historian Paul Glenshaw for a fun and instructive exercise in drawing and a closer 
look at Gilbert Stuart’s portrait of George Washington (The Lansdowne Portrait). Glenshaw 
brings 40 years of practice copying masterpieces to this workshop designed for artists of any 
skill level. By exploring through drawing, we begin to see the intricate puzzle created by artist 
Gilbert Stuart, while developing our own drawing and observation skills. Materials will be 
provided. 
 
Advance registration is required, and seating is limited. Non-member fees are $10; Museum 
members are free. The program fee includes materials. Register at 
http://gwexperience2026.square.site today! 
 
For more information, please visit https://www.flhistoriccapitol.gov/.  
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