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Senator Gaetz and Representative Snyder to File Key Legislation to Improve Access and
Accountability in Florida’s Medicaid Program
Legislation includes work requirements for able-bodied adults asking for government assistance
Maximizes health and wellness benefits for Floridians on Medicaid
New reporting requirements ensure cost-effectiveness and financial accountability to taxpayers

Tallahassee—State Senator Don Gaetz (R-Crestview), who served as Senate President from
2012-2014, and Representative John Snyder (R-Palm City) today announced plans to file
comprehensive legislation to improve access and accountability within Florida’s Medicaid
program.

The package seeks to improve access to care for the 4 million Floridians served by Medicaid
through a new waiver program that will provide an array of community-based behavioral health
services. Additionally, the bills will improve accountability to the Florida taxpayers who fund
Medicaid by requiring certain able-bodied adults to meet work requirements, establishing new
tools that ensure Medicaid gets the best price for drugs and devices, and enhancing oversight of
the Medicaid program with new reporting requirements that expand transparency and financial
accountability.

“Medicaid is designed as a safety net. It’s designed for children, pregnant women, the elderly
and the disabled, because as Americans, we believe the most vulnerable among us deserve access
to health care services that can sustain and improve their quality of life. That fact remains, as the
cost of Medicaid consumes more and more of our budget each year, we have an obligation to
make certain we provide the best and most robust services to those truly in need, while
establishing basic, minimal standards that ensure able-bodied adults on Medicaid are on the path
to self-sufficiency,” said Senator Gaetz. “With strong exceptions for caregivers of young
children and former foster youth, among others, we are making it clear that able-bodied adults
who do not have the responsibility of a young child at home, are expected to work to help pay for
their own health care. We are also enhancing oversight of our Statewide Medicaid Managed Care
Program to make sure we maximize benefits for folks on Medicaid and improve transparency
and accountability to the Florida taxpayers who fund it.”
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“Medicaid makes up a tremendous portion of our state budget with taxpayers dedicating $35
billion a year, including $15.5 billion of state taxpayer dollars, to cover health care costs for our
most vulnerable citizens. We have a responsibility to our fellow Floridians who utilize Medicaid
for their health care and to the taxpayers who fund the program to make sure it operates as
efficiently as possible,” said Representative Snyder. “Increasing access to behavioral health
services can drastically improve overall health and wellness, which is better for patients and
reduces future costs to taxpayers. Common sense work requirements for able-bodied adults
emphasize personal responsibility. If you are asking your friends and neighbors to pay for your
health care, you have a responsibility to do your best to find work. In total, this comprehensive
package ensures our Medicaid program is cost-effective and laser-focused on providing health
care opportunities for the most vulnerable Floridians.”

Companion bills will be filed in the House and Senate advance of the 2026 Regular Session of
the Florida Legislature, scheduled to begin on Tuesday. House Legislation by Representative
Snyder will be filed later today. In the Senate, components of the package will be addressed in
separate bills sponsored by Senator Gaetz and President Pro Tempore Jason Broduer (R-Sanford)
and will be filed on Tuesday.

For more information, please visit www.FLSenate.gov and www.FLHouse.gov.
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