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HB 231 — Admissions Tax 
by Rep. Brodeur and others (SB 330 by Senators Simmons, Soto, and Margolis) 

The bill creates an additional exemption from the tax on admissions for Major League Soccer 

all-star games.  

 

The bill also changes the current exemption for events related to the National Basketball 

Association All-Star weekend. The bill repeals reference to specific event names, and instead 

exempts NBA all-star events produced by the NBA and “held at a facility such as an arena, 

convention center, or municipal facility.” 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 37-2; House 114-0 
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CS/CS/CS/SB 242 — Security of a Protected Consumer’s Information 
by Government Oversight and Accountability Committee; Judiciary Committee; Commerce and 

Tourism Committee; and Senator Detert 

The bill, the Keeping I.D. Safe (KIDS) Act, enables a guardian or other advocate for a protected 

consumer to place a security freeze on the protected consumer’s consumer report. A protected 

consumer includes a child who is younger than 16 and others who are represented by a guardian 

or other advocate, often as the result of mental incapacity. A security freeze generally prohibits a 

consumer reporting agency from releasing information in a consumer report to a third party 

without express authorization. A security freeze may prevent an unauthorized person from 

opening lines of credit in a protected consumer’s name and engaging in identity theft. 

 

Under the bill, a guardian or advocate who seeks a security freeze must submit a request to the 

consumer reporting agency along with proof of authority and identification and a fee of up to 

$10. The fee is waived if the representative submits a copy of a valid police report about the 

unlawful use of the protected consumer’s identifying information. 

 

The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services must investigate complaints concerning 

violations of these consumer information provisions, and may impose an administrative penalty 

of $500 for each violation. A person who obtains a consumer report or record under false 

pretenses or knowingly without a permissible purpose is liable for damages to the protected 

consumer and the credit reporting agency for at least $1,000 each. The bill also requires 

consumer reporting agencies to provide written notice of the availability of a security freeze for 

protected consumers. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect September 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 119-0 
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CS/CS/HB 343 — Rental Car Surcharge 
by Economic Affairs Committee; Transportation and Highway Safety Subcommittee; and Rep. 

Nunez and others (CS/CS/SB 484 by Appropriations Committee; Commerce and Tourism 

Committee; and Senators Braynon and Brandes) 

The bill provides that a member of a car-sharing service who uses a motor vehicle for less than 

24 hours must pay a surcharge of $1.00 per usage. A member of a car-sharing service who uses 

the same motor vehicle for at least 24 consecutive hours must pay a surcharge of $2.00 per day 

or any part of a day. 

 

The bill provides that the new hourly surcharge on a car-sharing service does not apply to the 

lease, rental, or use of a motor vehicle from a location owned, operated, leased by or for the 

benefit of an airport or airport authority. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect January 1, 2015. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 115-0 
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CS/SB 398 — Florida Tourism Hall of Fame 
by Commerce and Tourism Committee; and Senators Detert and Margolis 

The bill establishes the Florida Tourism Hall of Fame to recognize persons, living or dead, whose 

work in the tourism industry have made significant contributions to the economic climate in Florida. 

The Florida Tourism Industry Marketing Corporation (VISIT Florida) will administer the Florida 

Tourism Hall of Fame without the appropriation of state funds.  

 

The Department of Management Services must set aside an area on the Plaza Level of the Capitol 

Building for the Hall of Fame and consult with VISIT Florida regarding the design and theme of the 

area. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 109-4 
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CS/CS/HB 629 — Charities 
by Regulatory Affairs Committee; Business and Professional Regulation Subcommittee; and 

Rep. Boyd and others (CS/CS/SB 638 by Appropriations Committee; Commerce and Tourism 

Committee; and Senator Brandes) 

This bill updates the Solicitation of Contributions Act to provide increased oversight by the 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS) of charitable organizations and 

sponsors, professional fundraising consultants, and professional solicitors.  

 

The bill generally:  

 Requires that any changes to information in a registration statement be submitted to 

DACS within 10 days of the change; 

 Requires automatic suspension of a registration for failure to disclose any information 

related to certain criminal or administrative actions; 

 Permits increased processing times for DACS if the applicant discloses any information 

related to certain criminal or administrative actions against it; 

 Authorizes DACS to deny or revoke an application if the applicant or its agent has had 

certain criminal or administrative action taken against it; 

 Prohibits the employment of persons with certain criminal history;  

 Requires notices to be provided for all solicitations and confirmations;  

 Requires professional fundraising consultants and professional solicitors to only enter 

into contracts with charitable organizations and sponsors registered under ch. 496, F.S.; 

 Removes blood banks from the list of regulated charities; and 

 Appropriates $179,944 in recurring funds and $235.584 in nonrecurring funds from 

General Revenue and three full-time equivalent positions to DACS to implement the bill 

for Fiscal Year 2014-15. 

 

Specifically, the bill: 

 

Charitable Organizations and Sponsors 

 Authorizes DACS to enter a disqualification order for violations of the Solicitation of 

Contributions Act, which disqualifies the charity from receiving sales tax exempt status 

for 1 year; 

 Requires a non-exempt charity or sponsor that intends to solicit contributions either in 

Florida or from Florida to register with DACS before soliciting contributions; 

 Clarifies the requirements related to financial statements;  

 Authorizes DACS to order an audit or review of a charity’s or solicitor’s financial 

statement if DACS finds discrepancies in the financial statement; 

 Requires certain charities to adopt conflict of interest policies; and 

 Requires certain charities to file supplemental financial disclosures and quarterly disaster 

relief statements. 
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Professional Solicitors 

 Creates a new, annual license for officers, directors, trustees, and owners of a 

professional solicitor and any employee of the solicitor conducting telephone solicitations 

during which personal financial information is collected; 

 Requires professional solicitor license applicants to provide a set of fingerprints along 

with a fee for state and federal background screening; 

 Updates the definition of “professional solicitor” to include solicitors located in Florida 

that solicit outside of Florida; 

 Requires professional solicitation businesses to include additional application 

information, such as the name, date of birth, and identification of all individuals in charge 

of or engaged in any solicitation, all the telephone numbers the solicitor will use, and a 

copy of any script, presentation, or sales literature used;  

 Requires professional solicitors to include additional information in the notice required 

before beginning a solicitation campaign, such as a statement of the minimum percentage 

of gross receipts from contributions that will be remitted to the charity; and 

 Prohibits a professional solicitor from failing to remit to a charity the disclosed 

guaranteed minimum percentage of gross receipts from the solicitation campaign. 

 

Donation Collection Receptacles 

 Requires collection receptacles operated by charities to display a permanent sign that 

provides the name, address, telephone number, and registration number of the charity; 

and  

 Requires collection receptacles operated by other organizations (such as for-profit 

businesses) to display a permanent sign on the receptacle that provides the organization’s 

name, address, and telephone number, and the statement: “This is not a charity. 

Donations made here support a for-profit business and are not tax deductible.” 

 

Prohibited Acts and Penalties 

 Prohibits a person from submitting false, misleading, or inaccurate information regardless 

of whether the person knows the information is false, misleading, or inaccurate; 

 Increases from $1,000 to $5,000 the fine DACS may levy for violations of the chapter 

and makes the fine applicable to 501(c)(3) organizations; and 

 Authorizes a fine up to $10,000 for any violation that involves fraud or deception. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 113-3 
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CS/CS/HB 685 — Business Organizations 
by Judiciary Committee; Civil Justice Subcommittee; and Reps. Rooney, Workman, and others 

(CS/CS/SB 654 by Judiciary Committee; Commerce and Tourism Committee; and Senators 

Clemens and Richter) 

This bill amends the Florida Business Corporation Act to allow for the creation of two new 

forms of corporate enterprise: the social purpose corporation and the benefit corporation. These 

new entities will allow businesses to engage in societal benefit programs that may not involve or 

satisfy the traditional corporate norm of profit maximization. Key elements of the social purpose 

corporation and the benefit corporation are: 

 A social purpose corporation must pursue one or more narrowly identified public 

benefits. 

 A benefit corporation must pursue a general public benefit, which is a broad purpose 

intended to encompass a broad range of social and environmental factors that are affected 

by the corporation. 

 The corporation’s directors and officers are required to consider the effects of any 

corporate action or inaction upon the benefit goals of the corporation. 

 Like directors and officers of all corporations, the new entities’ directors and officers are 

immune from personal liability for failure to pursue or achieve the corporation’s benefit 

goals, but they are subject to duty of care and fiduciary principles applicable to all 

corporate directors and officers. 

 Benefit enforcement judicial proceedings may be brought by a shareholder or certain 

individuals for claims that the directors or officers have failed to satisfy their obligations 

in making corporate decisions. Such proceedings are analogous to a shareholder 

derivative action and allow shareholders to hold a social purpose corporation or benefit 

corporation accountable to its required public benefit. 

 The corporation must provide an annual benefit report to all its shareholders describing 

and assessing the corporation’s efforts during the year to achieve the corporation’s 

benefit goals. 

 

Additionally, the bill specifies which differences in the name of certain business entities are not 

considered distinguishable and thus are not sufficiently distinguishable from the names of other 

business entities. The bill also provides that the business name distinguishability requirement 

does not require business entity names to be distinguishable from the name of any general 

partnership registration or limited liability partnership statement filed with the Florida 

Department of State. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 113-0 
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SB 996 — OGSR/Scripps Florida Funding Corporation 
by Commerce and Tourism Committee 

In 2003, the Legislature appropriated $310 million for the California-based Scripps Research 

Institute (SRI) to open a Florida research facility (Scripps Florida), the Legislature also created 

the Scripps Florida Funding Corporation (the Funding Corporation) to release the funds to 

Scripps Florida according to a 20-year agreement. Additionally, the Legislature created public 

records and public meeting exemptions for certain records and information provided by SRI or 

Scripps Florida to the Funding Corporation. These exemptions are codified in s. 288.9551, F.S., 

which is set to expire on October 2, 2014. 

 

The bill repeals the public records and public meetings exemptions in s. 288.9551, F.S., because 

the Funding Corporation has indicated that it operates in the sunshine and does not receive such 

confidential and exempt information. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect October 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 110-0 
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CS/SB 1142 — Ticket Sales 
by Commerce and Tourism Committee; and Senators Lee, Soto, and Sobel 

The bill increases the criminal penalties related to counterfeit tickets and sales of “multiuse 

tickets” to theme parks.  

 

The bill amends s. 817.355, F.S., to expand the list of specifically prohibited activities and to 

create increased penalties when the offense involves ten or more items or is a repeat offense. 

 

Under current law, it is a first degree misdemeanor to counterfeit, forge, alter, or possess any 

ticket, token, or paper with the intention to defraud a facility. The bill adds a prohibition against 

cloning and applies the restrictions to cards, wristbands, or other media that access or are 

associated with a ticket. 

 

The bill enhances the penalty for a second or subsequent violation of s. 817.355(1), F.S., from a 

first degree misdemeanor to a third degree felony. It also provides that the offense is a third 

degree felony if it involves ten or more items, regardless of whether it is a first or subsequent 

offense. 

  

The bill creates a third degree felony for the counterfeiting, forging, altering, cloning, or 

possession of ten or more tickets, cards, wristbands, or other media that access or are associated 

with a ticket with the intention to defraud a facility.  

 

The bill amends s. 817.361, F.S., relating to the unauthorized sale or transfer of nontransferable 

tickets after the ticket that has been used at least once for admission.  

 

Under current law it is a second degree misdemeanor to offer for sale, sell, or transfer, with or 

without consideration, any nontransferable ticket or other nontransferable medium which has 

been used at least once for admission. The bill specifies that the offense applies to 

nontransferable “multiuse tickets” and to a “card, wristband, or other medium which accesses or 

is associated with a nontransferable multiuse ticket.”  

 

The bill defines a “multiuse ticket” as a ticket, other medium, or right designed for admission to: 

 More than one theme park complex; 

 More than one amusement location or other facility in a theme park complex; 

 One or more amusement locations or other facilities in a theme park complex for more 

than one day; or 

 One or more amusement locations or other facilities in a theme park complex more than 

once in the same day. 

 

The bill increases the penalty for the offense to a first degree misdemeanor, and enhances the 

penalty for a second or subsequent offense to a third degree felony. Currently, the first offense is 
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a second degree misdemeanor which is enhanced to a first degree misdemeanor for a second or 

subsequent offense. 

 

Under current law, a ticket is transferable unless otherwise stated on the ticket itself. The bill 

repeals that provision, and instead states a multiuse ticket is nontransferable unless either: 

 The phrase “may be used by more than one person” is printed clearly on the ticket; or 

 The issuer of the ticket explicitly states on its website the ticket may be used by more 

than one person. 

 

The current statute applies to the sale or transfer of nontransferable tickets or other media 

designed for admission to more than one amusement location or other facility offering 

entertainment to the general public. The bill applies only to admission to theme park complexes 

or amusement areas within a theme park complex. This change has the effect of repealing 

penalties for the resale of used nontransferable multiday or multievent tickets to entertainment 

venues other than theme parks. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 116-0 
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CS/CS/SB 1524 — Security of Confidential Personal Information 
by Rules Committee; Commerce and Tourism Committee; and Senator Thrasher 

The bill creates the “Florida Information Protection Act of 2014.” The bill requires notice to be 

given to affected customers and the Department of Legal Affairs (DLA) when a breach of 

security of personal information occurs. The bill requires such notice to be given within 30 days 

of the discovery of the breach or belief that a breach occurred, unless delayed at the request of 

law enforcement for investigative purposes or for other good cause shown. The bill provides 

enforcement authority to the DLA under the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act to 

civilly prosecute violations. A violator of the bill’s provisions may also be subject to civil 

penalties, similar to current law, if breach notification is not provided timely. State governmental 

entities are required to provide notification of security breaches to the DLA, but are not liable for 

civil penalties for failure to timely report the security breaches. The bill provides exceptions for 

those entities that comply with breach notifications as required by the appropriate federal 

regulator. 

 

The bill requires the DLA to submit an annual report to the Legislature, by February 1 of each 

year, detailing any reported breaches of security by governmental entities or their third-party 

agents for the preceding year, along with any recommendations for security improvement. The 

report must also identify any governmental entity that has violated the breach notification 

provisions. 

 

The bill requires customer records, both physical and electronic, to be disposed in a manner that 

protects personal information from being disclosed. This provision does not apply to 

governmental entities. 

 

The bill repeals s. 817.5681, F.S., which contains the current law requirements for breach 

notification. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 117-0 
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CS/HB 7023 — Economic Development 
by Economic Affairs Committee; Economic Development and Tourism Subcommittee; and 

Reps. Hutson and Campbell (CS/CS/SB 1634 by Appropriations Committee; Military and 

Veteran Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security Committee; and Commerce and Tourism 

Committee) 

The bill addresses a number of activities related to economic development as well as activities 

under the jurisdiction of the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO). Specifically, the bill 

addresses the following: 

 

Rural Job Tax Credit Program 

 Provides a tax refund of up to 50 percent of the sales tax paid for electricity by an eligible 

business receiving a tax credit under the Rural Job Tax Credit Program during the 1-year 

period after the tax credit is received. 

 The total amount of tax refunds that may be approved is capped at $600,000 for each 

calendar year.  

 

Economic Development Reporting 

 Requires Office of Economic and Demographic Research (EDR) and the Office of 

Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability (OPPAGA) to include the New 

Markets Development Program in the rotating, 3-year review schedule of economic 

development programs. 

 

Loan Programs Administered by the DEO 

 Establishes requirements for the operation of all loan programs administered by the DEO 

to increase accountability and performance. 

 

Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc. 

 Clarifies that the Auditor Generalôs annual audit of Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc., and the 

Recovery Fund is a performance audit, and that the audit by the retained independent 

certified public account is to be performed annually. 

 Provides that the initial appointments to the board of directors of Triumph Gulf Coast, 

Inc., begin after the Legislature appropriates funds to the Recovery Fund, and provides 

for term limits for the initial appointments. 

 

Florida Defense Support Task Force 

 Increases the amount of funds the Florida Defense Support Task Force may annually 

spend on staffing and administrative expenses from $200,000 to $250,000. 

 

Florida Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program 

 Provides the DEO rulemaking authority to establish guidelines to distribute the Small 

Cities Community Development Block Grant Program funds through a competitive 

selection process. 


