THE FLORIDA SENATE
2021 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Education

CS/CS/HB 3 — Home Book Delivery for Elementary Students
by Education and Employment Committee; PreK-12 Appropriations Subcommittee; and Rep.
Trabulsy and others (CS/SB 1372 by Appropriations Committee and Senator Burgess)

The bill establishes the New Worlds Reading Initiative to improve literacy skills and instill a
love of reading by providing high-quality free books to students in kindergarten through grade 5
who are reading below grade level. The bill provides for tax credit contributions to the initiative.
Specifically, the bill requires:

e The Department of Education (DOE) to:

(@]

(@]

Designate a state-level administrator with an academic innovation institution that has
extensive specified early literacy experience, to implement the initiative.

On the DOE website, publish information about the initiative, and, annually starting
September 30, 2022, report on participating student achievement and learning gains.

e The state-level administrator to:

(@]

(@]

o

Develop, in consultation with Just Read, Florida!, a diverse selection of high quality
books for each grade level.

Distribute books through the mail at no cost to students either directly or through an
agreement with a book distribution company.

Assist school districts and any partnering nonprofit organizations with developing
public awareness of the initiative.

Maintain a clearinghouse for information on national, state, and local nonprofit
organizations that support efforts to improve literacy and provide books to children.
Develop training materials for parents of students in the initiative.

Submit an annual financial report to the DOE which includes the number of students
and households served.

Expend eligible contributions received only for the purchase and delivery of books,
and an administrative fee not to exceed two percent of total eligible contributions.

e School districts to:

o

Notify the parent of a student with a substantial reading deficiency or who scored
below a level 3 on the statewide English Language Arts Assessment that the student
is eligible to receive books at no cost through the New Worlds Reading Initiative.
Coordinate with the administrator to initiate monthly book delivery during the school
year, beginning no later than December 31 during the 2021-2022 school year, and no
later than October in subsequent years. A student remains in the initiative until he or
she is promoted to sixth grade or his or her parent opts out, whichever is earlier.
Partner with local nonprofit organizations to raise awareness of the initiative,
including information on eligibility and video training modules, the student
handbook, the read-at-home plan provided to parents of students identified with a
substantial reading deficiency, and local awareness events.

e The Department of Revenue to administer the tax credit provisions of the initiative.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 114-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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HB 5 — Civic Education Curriculum
by Rep. Zika and others (SB 1450 by Senator Rodriguez)

The bill requires the Florida Department of Education (DOE) to develop or approve an integrated
civic education curriculum for public school students in kindergarten through grade 12. The civic
education curriculum must aid in students’ development of civic responsibility and knowledge.

The bill also establishes the “Portraits in Patriotism Act,” by requiring the DOE to curate oral
history resources which integrates into the civics education curriculum personal stories of diverse
individuals who demonstrate civic-minded qualities, including first-person accounts of victims of
other nations’ governing philosophies who can compare those philosophies with the philosophies
of the United States.

The bill specifies that the United States Government course that is required to earn a standard
high school diploma must include a comparative discussion of political ideologies that conflict
with the principles of freedom and democracy in the nation’s founding principles.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 115-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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CS/CS/SB 52 — Postsecondary Education
by Appropriations Committee; Education Committee; and Senators Rodrigues and Baxley

Fee Exemptions

The bill clarifies that a specified postsecondary institution fee exemption applies to a student
currently in Department of Children and Families (DCF) or relative or nonrelative custody, under
a court guardianship, or adopted from DCF, or who was at the time the student turned 18 years of
age.

Dual Enrollment Scholarship Program

The bill establishes the Dual Enrollment Scholarship Program, administered by the Department
of Education, to support postsecondary institutions in providing dual enroliment. The bill
requires the program:

e Beginning the 2021 fall term, to reimburse eligible postsecondary institutions for tuition
and related instructional materials costs for dual enroliment courses taken by private
school or home education program secondary students during the fall or spring terms.

e Beginning the 2022 summer term, to reimburse institutions for tuition and related
instructional materials costs for dual enrollment courses taken by public school, private
school, or home education program secondary students during the summer term.

The bill specifies reimbursement rates for Florida College System (FCS) institutions, state
universities, and independent postsecondary institutions, as well as reimbursements for
instructional materials costs.

Early College Program

The bill renames the collegiate high school program as the early college program, and defines the
program to mean a structured high school acceleration program in which a cohort of students is
enrolled full time in postsecondary courses toward an associate degree. The bill requires early
college programs to prioritize courses applicable as general education core courses for an
associate degree or a baccalaureate degree.

The bill authorizes a charter school to execute a contract directly with the local FCS institution or
another authorized institution to establish an early college program.

Bonuses for State University System Employees

The bill authorizes a university board of trustees to implement a bonus scheme based on awards
for work performance or employee recruitment and retention. The bill requires the board of
trustees to submit to the Board of Governors (BOG) the bonus scheme, including specified
criteria, and requires BOG to approve any bonus scheme so created before its implementation.

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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School Community Professional Development Act

The bill authorizes a public or private college or university with an approved teacher preparation
program to develop a professional development system that includes a master plan for inservice
activities.

Florida Postsecondary Comprehensive Transition Program

This bill removes the specification that Florida Postsecondary Comprehensive Transition
Program grant funds must be used for start-up and enhancement, and removes the institutional
cap on annual grant awards.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021.
Vote: Senate 26-14; House 83-32

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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CS/CS/HB 131 — Educator Conduct

by Education and Employment Committee; Secondary Education and Career Development
Subcommittee; and Reps. Duggan, Buchanan, and others (CS/SB 1864 by Appropriations
Committee and Senators Perry and Diaz)

The bill requires the Department of Education (DOE) to maintain a list of persons permanently
disqualified from employment in a public school or a private school that participates in a state
educational scholarship program (private scholarship school). Public schools and private
scholarship schools are prohibited from employing a person in a position with direct contact with
students if the person is included on the disqualification list. The bill also:

Requires the disqualification list to include the identify of persons who:

o Have been placed on the list as directed by the Education Practices Commission.

o Were terminated or resigned in lieu of termination from employment as a result of
sexual misconduct with a student.

o Have been disqualified from owning or operating a private scholarship school, if
determined by the Commissioner of Education to have operated a school in a manner
contrary or the health, safety, or welfare of the public.

o Have committed a disqualifying felony offense as specified in law.

Requires that educational support employees be included to the same extent required for

instructional personnel and school administrators in policies establishing standards of

ethical conduct and procedures for investigating, reporting, and terminating personnel.

Requires the complete investigation of complaints of misconduct by public school

personnel, regardless of resignation or termination, and provides authority for the DOE to

place a person on the disqualification list.

Requires public school system employee personnel files to include affidavits of

separation in instances of termination, or resignation in lieu of termination, as a result of

sexual misconduct with a student. The bill requires district school superintendents to
ensure the affidavits are reviewed when screening personnel for employment.

Provides that a person on the disqualification list commits a felony of the third degree for

serving or applying for employment in a public or private scholarship school.

Provides authority for the DOE to remove a person from the disqualification list if the

employer that submitted the person for inclusion on the list requests that the person be

removed and submits documentation to support the request.

Adds to the information that must be posted in a prominent place in public and private

scholarship schools directions for accessing the DOE’s website for more information in

reporting acts of suspected child abuse, abandonment, or neglect.

Changes the time for a law enforcement agency to notify school personnel to within 48

hours after an employee is arrested for child abuse or the sale or possession of a

controlled substance, rather than after an employee is charged. The bill requires the

school principal to notify parents of children who had direct contact with the employee.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 116-0

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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SB 146 — Civic Literacy Education
by Senator Brandes

This bill requires the Commissioner of Education to develop minimum criteria for a civic literacy
practicum that helps students evaluate the roles, rights, and responsibilities of United States
citizens and identify effective methods of active participation in society, government, and the
political system.

The bill authorizes the practicum to be incorporated into a school’s curriculum for a high school
United States Government course, beginning in the 2022-2023 school year. The bill requires the
practicum to provide students with an opportunity to be civically engaged through:
e Participation in an unpaid internship at a governmental entity;
e A series of simulations or observations of governmental entities performing their
specified core functions in relation to the public; or
e Learning about the United States naturalization process and attending a United States
citizenship naturalization oath ceremony.

The bill specifies that the practicum must require a student to complete a research paper
including specified components. The bill further allows hours outside of classroom instruction
that a student devotes to a qualifying unpaid civic engagement activity to count toward the
community service requirements for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. The bill
encourages school districts to include and accept civic literacy practicum activities and hours
toward requirements for academic awards, especially awards including community service.

The bill creates the Citizen Scholar Program within the University of South Florida (USF), to be
headquartered at the Center for Civic Engagement at USF St. Petersburg. The bill authorizes,
subject to appropriation, USF St. Petersburg to contract with the YMCA to provide students
participating in the YMCA Youth and Government program the opportunity to be designated
Citizen Scholars and earn undergraduate credit.

The bill requires the Citizen Scholar Program to:
e Combine academic instruction with the implementation of concepts learned in the
classroom into the local community to improve civic literacy.
e Provide students with opportunities to deepen their knowledge of American democracy
and improve civil discourse.

The bill authorizes high school students completing the program to receive up to 6 undergraduate
credit hours and be known as Citizen Scholars.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 114-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |

SB 146 Page: 1




THE FLORIDA SENATE
2021 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Education

CS/HB 149 — Students with Disabilities in Public Schools
by Early Learning and Elementary Education Subcommittee and Reps. DuBose, Plasencia, and
others (CS/SB 192 by Education Committee and Senators Book and Rodrigues)

The bill revises the circumstances and procedures required for restraining students with a
disability in public schools and prohibits the use of seclusion. The bill also provides enhanced
mechanisms for monitoring specified classrooms. Specifically, the bill requires:

School districts to:

o Adopt positive behavior interventions, supports, and restraint procedures and training,
and identify all school personnel authorized to use the interventions, supports, and
restraint.

o Provide annual training to all school personnel authorized to use positive behavior
interventions and supports.

Restraints to be used only as a last resort, after all available positive behavior

interventions and supports have been exhausted, to avoid imminent risk of serious

physical injury, and without obstructing or restricting breathing or blood flow, and
without placing the student in a facedown position with the studentds hands restrained
behind the studentés back.

The development of a crisis intervention plan for a student who has been restrained twice

during a semester.

The Commissioner of Education to develop recommendations that incorporate instruction

regarding emotional or behavioral disabilities into continuing education or in-service

training requirements for instructional personnel.

The bill creates the Video Cameras in Public School Classrooms Pilot Program, beginning in the
2021-2022 school year, which requires:

Schools within the Broward County School District to install a video camera, upon the
request of a parent, in self-contained classrooms where students with a disability are
enrolled and specifies the circumstances under which the video recording may be viewed.
The Department of Education (DOE) to collect information relating to the installation and
maintenance of video cameras in self-contained classrooms as part of the pilot program.
Data maintained by the DOE on the use of restraint to be updated monthly and made
available to the public through the DOEGs website by October 1, 2021.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021.
Vote: Senatd0-0; Housel18-0

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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