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Fl orida Senate - 1998 SB 1062
By Senat or Canpbel

33-1197-98 See HB
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to railroad-hi ghway grade
crossings; anending s. 351.034, F.S.
prohibiting a train, railroad car, or engine
from bl ocking a railroad-hi ghway grade crossing
for a certain tine; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 351.034, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

351.034 Railroad-hi ghway grade crossings to be cleared
for energency vehicles.--Except for trains or equipnent
stopped due to nmechanical failure where separation or novenent
is not possible, any train or equipnent that has cone to a
conpl ete stop and is blocking a railroad-hi ghway grade
crossing nust be cut, separated, or noved to clear the
crossi ng upon the approach of any energency vehicle, which for
t he purpose of this | aw shall be:

(1) An anbul ance operated by public authority or by
private persons;

(2) A fire engine; or an energency vehicle operated by
power or electric conpanies; o+

(3) Any other vehicle when operated as an energency
vehi cl e, defined as one which is engaged in the saving of
life, property, or responding to any other public peril; or

(4) Energency vehicles used as such by the Governnent
of the United States. +
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When, upon the approach of such energency vehicle, such
vehi cl e gives due warning of its approach to such crossing by
t he soundi ng of sirens, flashing of |ights, waving of flag, or
any other warning sufficient to attract attention to such
energency vehicle; and thereupon the said train or equi pnent
shall be cut and said crossing shall be cleared with al
possi bl e dispatch to permt the crossing and passi ng through
of said energency vehicle. In addition to the provisions of

this section, it is unlawful for any railroad corporation to

permit any train, railroad car, or engine to obstruct public

travel at a railroad-hi ghway grade crossing for a period of

nore than 5 mnutes, except if such train, railroad car, or

engi ne cannot be noved by reason of circunstances over which

the railroad corporation has no control
Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1998.
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