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By Representative Crist

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to creation of the Florida

3 Community Qutreach Partnership Act of 1997;

4 directing the Secretary of Community Affairs to

5 carry out a denpnstration programto determne

6 the feasibility of facilitating partnerships

7 bet ween state universities and comunities to

8 sol ve urban problens; authorizing grants to

9 state universities to establish Florida

10 Community Qutreach Partnership Centers;

11 providing responsibilities of such centers;

12 providing selection criteria for grant

13 reci pients; providing requirenents regarding

14 the state and nonstate share of grants;

15 providing for a state advisory council and

16 state cl earinghouse; specifying use of funds

17 nmade available for this program requiring

18 reports; providing an effective date.

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Florida Comunity Qutreach Partnership
23| Act. --
24 (1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
25 "Florida Community Qutreach Partnership Act of 1997."
26 (2) PURPCSE. --The Secretary of Community Affairs shal
27 | carry out, in accordance with this section, a 5-year
28 | denpbnstration programto determine the feasibility of
29 | facilitating partnershi ps between institutions of higher
30 | educati on and conmunities to solve urban problens through
31
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techni cal assistance, applied and practical research, and

out r each.
(3)
(a)

state universities to assi st

GRANT PROGRAM - -
The secretary is authorized to make grants to

in establishing or carrying out

t he purpose specified in subsection (2), in order to address

critical needs in the state associated with urban probl ens.

This is consistent with the strategic plan for the state as
Fl orida: 1992-1996 and,
the Departnent of Conmunity Affairs' Agency
Years 1996-1997 t hr ough 2001-2002.
needs identified by the state are:

outlined in A Strategic Plan for

specifically,

Strategic Plan for Fisca

The critical enabl i ng

Florida's famlies to be self-sufficient; inproving education

t hrough partnerships with conmunities; ensuring public safety

for our people; safeguarding our quality of life;

Fl ori da.
Grants under

and nmaki ng

gover nment work for
(b)
establ i sh and operate Florida Community Qutreach Partnership
Cent ers which shall:
1. Conduct conpetent and qualified applied research

this section shall be used to

and i nvestigations on practical problens in |large and smal

cities.

2. Facilitate partnerships, technical assistance, and

outreach activities between institutions of higher education,

| ocal conmunities, and | ocal governnents to address urban

probl ens.

(c)

outreach activities assisted under

Appl i ed research, techni cal assistance, and

this section shall focus on

probl ens associ ated with housi ng, econom c devel opnent,

nei ghborhood revitalization, infrastructure, health care, job

training, education, crine prevention
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organi zi ng, and other areas deened appropriate by the

secretary.

(4) APPLICATION. --Any state university may submit an
application for a grant under this section in such form and

containing such information as the secretary nay require by

rul e.

(5) SELECTION CRITERIA. --
(a) The secretary shall select recipients of grants

under this section on the basis of the following criteria:

1. The denonstrated applied research and outreach

resources available to the applicant for carrying out the

pur poses of this section.

2. The capability of the applicant to provide

| eadership in solving comunity problens and in naking state

contributions to solving | ong-term and i medi ate urban

probl ens.

3. The denpbnstrated commitnent of the applicant to

supporting urban applied research and outreach prograns by

providi ng matching contributions from ot her sources.

4. The denonstrated ability of the applicant to

di ssem nate results of research and successful strategies

devel oped through outreach activities to other centers and

communi ti es served through the denpnstrati on program

5. The projects and activities that the applicant

proposes to carry our under the grant.

6. The effectiveness of the applicant's strategy to

provide outreach activities to conmunities.

7. The extent of need in the comunities to be served

by the center.

3
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8. The incorporation in the application of an

eval uation design that will neasure tangi bl e outcones, both

gualitative and quantitative.

9. Oher criteria deened appropriate by the secretary.

(b) The secretary shall give preference to state

universities that undertake applied research and outreach

activities by bringing together know edge and expertise in the

vari ous social science and technical disciplines that relate

to urban probl ens.
(6) STATE SHARES. --The state share of a grant under
this section shall not be nore than

(a) Fifty percent of the cost of establishing and

operating a center's applied research activities; and

(b) Ninety percent of the cost of establishing and

operating a center's outreach activities and technica

assi st ance.
(7) NONSTATE SHARES. - - The nonstate share of a grant
may i nclude cash, or the value of noncash contributions deened

appropriate by the secretary.
(8) RESPONSIBILITIES. --A center established under this
section shall:

(a) Enploy the applied research and outreach resources

of its sponsoring institutions of higher education to solve

specific urban problens identified by comunities served by

t he center.
(b) Establish outreach activities in areas identified

in the grant application as the communities to be served.

(c) Establish a community advisory committee conpri sed

of representatives of local institutions and residents of the

communities to be served to assist in identifying |ocal needs

4
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1| and advi se on the devel opment and i npl enentati on of strategies
2| to address those issues.

3 (d) Coordinate outreach activities in comunities to
4| be served by the center.

5 (e) Facilitate public service projects in the

6 | comunities served by the center

7 (f) Act as a clearinghouse for the di ssem nation of

8 | information.

9 (g) Develop instructional prograns, convene

10 | conferences, and provide training for | ocal community | eaders,
11 | when appropri at e.

12 (h) Exchange infornmation with other centers.

13 (i) Design and inplenent a process to eval uate and

14 | neasure program effectiveness.

15 (9) STATE ADVI SORY COUNCI L. - -

16 (a) The secretary shall establish a state advisory

17 | council to:

18 1. Dissenminate the results of research and outreach
19| activities carried out under this section.

20 2. Act as a clearinghouse between grant recipients and
21 | other institutions of higher education.

22 3. Review and evaluate prograns carried out by grant
23 | recipi ents.

24 (b) The council shall be conposed of 12 nenbers to be
25 | appointed by the secretary as foll ows:

26 1. Three representatives of state and | oca

27 | governnent.

28 2. Three representatives of state universities that
29 | receive grants under this section

30

31
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3. Three individuals or representatives of

organi zations that possess significant expertise in urban

i ssues.
4. Three representatives fromcomunity advisory

conmm ttees created pursuant to this section

(c) A vacancy in the nenbership of the council shal

be filled in the manner in which the original appointnment was

made.

(d) Menbers of the council shall serve w thout pay.

(e) The council shall elect a nenber to serve as

chai r person of the council

(f) The council shall neet at |east biannually and at

such other tinmes as the chairperson may designate.
(10) STATE CLEARI NGHOUSE. - - The secretary shal
establish a state cl earinghouse to dissemnate i nfornmation

resulting fromthe research and successful outreach activities

devel oped through the centers to grant recipients and ot her

interested institutions of higher educati on.
(11) USE OF FUNDS. --The suns set aside for the
Departnent of Comunity Affairs for the purpose of

i npl erenting this section shall be avail abl e to:

(a) Enable centers to carry out applied research

outreach activities, and technical assistance.

(b) Establish and operate the state clearinghouse

est abl i shed under subsection (10).
(12) REPCRTS. --The secretary shall subnit an annua
report to the comittees on comunity affairs in the House of

Representatives and the Senate. The report shall contain a

summary of the activities carried out under this section

during the preceding fiscal year, and findings and concl usi ons

drawn from such activities.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

2| law.

3

4 EE IR I b A b b I S O b b I S S b b S I I b S S b I

5 HOUSE SUVMMARY

6
Creates the Florida Conmunity Qutreach Partnership Act of

7 1997. Directs the Secretary of Comunity Affairs to
carry out a denpnstration programto determ ne the

8 feasibility of facilitating partnerships between state
uni versities and communitiés to solve urban probl ens.

9 Aut hori zes grants to state universities to establish
Florida Comrunity Qutreach Partnership Centers, and

10 provides responsibilities of such centers. _Provides
selection criteria for grant recipients. Provides

11 requi renments regarding the state and nonstate share of
grants. Provides for a state advisory council and state

12 cl earinghouse. Specifies use of funds nade available for

13 this program Requires reports.

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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