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By Representative Dennis

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elderly affairs; creating s.

3 430.071, F. S.; establishing the "Respite for

4 El ders Living in Everyday Famlies" (RELIEF)

5 programto be adm nistered by the Ofice of

6 Vol unteer and Comunity Services in the

7 Departnent of Elderly Affairs; providing for

8 the screening, selection, and training of

9 vol unteers; providing other duties for the

10 of fice; providing an effective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Section 430.071, Florida Statutes, is

15| created to read:

16 430.071 Respite for elders living in everyday

17 | fanmlies. --

18 (1) As used in this section, the term

19 (a) "Fanmily unit" nmeans one or nore individuals whose
20| primary residence is with a honebound el derly individua

21 | specifically for the purpose of providing care for that

22 | honebound elderly individual. The fanmly does not necessarily
23| need to be related by blood or nmarriage to the honebound

24 | el derly individual

25 (b) "Respite" neans in-home assistance for a honebound
26 | elderly individual from soneone who is not a nenber of the
27 | family unit which allows the famly unit the ability to | eave
28 | the honebound elderly individual for a period of tine.

29 (c) "Stipend' neans an allotnent of funds to enable a
30 | diverse popul ation of volunteers to provide services. The

31
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1| allotnent of funds is for a period of service and is not an

2 | hourly wage.

3 (d) "Volunteer service systenl neans an organi zed

4 | network of volunteers and agenci es engaged i n supporting

5] volunteers to assist a famly unit that requires respite.

6 (2) The "Respite for Elders Living in Everyday

7| Famlies" (RELIEF) programwill provide in-hone respite that
8| is an expansion of respite that is currently avail abl e through
9| other progranms, specifically including evening and weekend

10 | respite. The purpose of this service is to increase the

11 ) ability of a famly unit to continue to care for a honebound
12 | elderly individual by providing i n-hone respite beyond the

13 | basic provisions of current public prograns.

14 (3) Respite services will be provided through a

15| nul tigenerational corps of volunteers, volunteers who receive
16 | a stipend, and any ot her appropriate personnel as deternined
17 | by the departnent.

18 (a) Volunteers will be screened, selected, trained,

19 | and registered according to standards devel oped by the Ofice
20| of Volunteer and Community Services in the Departnent of

21| Elderly Affairs. These standards nust be devel oped to ensure,
22| at a mnimum the safety of a honebound el derly individual who
23| will receive the respite service

24 (b) Volunteers may be recruited froma variety of

25| sources, including, but not limted to, volunteer centers,

26 | religious organi zations, coll ege canpuses, corporations,

27 | famlies, Retired Seni or Vol unteer Prograns, Senior Conpanion
28 | Prograns and Aneri Cor ps Prograns.

29 (4) To receive assistance fromthe RELIEF program the
30| family unit nust be assessed according to the foll ow ng

31| gui delines devel oped by the departnment to deternm ne the need
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for respite services. This assessnent nust determine, at a

m ni rum that:

(a) The family unit is unable to pay for respite

wi t hout j eopardi zi ng other basic needs, including, but not

l[imted to, food, shelter, and nedi cations.

(b) The honebound elderly individual for whomthe

famly unit is caring is 60 years of age or older, requires

assi stance to renmain in the home, and, without this

assi stance, would need to nove to an assisted living facility

or a nursing facility.

(5) Afamly unit that receives respite services from

the RELIEF programis not excluded fromreceiving assistance

from ot her governnental prograns.

(6) The Ofice of Volunteer and Conmunity Services

Will:

(a) Systenmmtically develop a vol unteer service system

in order to provide respite services under the RELIEF program

The office will also inplenent, nonitor, and eval uate the

delivery of respite services under this program

(b) Work collaboratively with local, state, and

nati onal organi zations, including, but not limted to, the

Fl ori da Commi ssion on Community Service, to pronote the use of

vol unteers offering respite under this program

(c) Encourage contributions and grants through public

and private sources to pronote the delivery of respite to

assist famly units providing care for honebound el derly

i ndi vi dual s.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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