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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 1139, 1st Eng.
Arendnment No. 01 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Sindler offered the follow ng:

Amendment
On page 2, lines 21 through 29,
renove fromthe bill: all said |ines

and insert in lieu thereof:
Section 2. The Legislature finds that there is a

public necessity to conpile information contained in rabies

vaccination certificates and to readily provide such

i nformati on when necessary to pronote public health, safety,

and wel fare. However, the Legislature also finds that such

information is both confidential to the pet owner and

proprietary for the veterinarian and should be distributed

only when the public health, safety, and wel fare denand.

Rabi es certificates include personal infornmation about

i ndi vi dual pet owners which, when conpiled, can be used to

produce the client list of each veterinarian who has conplied
with the provisions of s. 828.30, Florida Statutes, which
requires the filing of a copy of rabies vaccination

certificates with the local aninmal control authority. Such
1

iginal & 9 copies 03/ 06/ 98
11: 45 am 01139- 0038- 954421




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. HB 1139, 1st Eng.
Amrendnment No. 01 (for drafter's use only)

lists are trade secrets as defined by s. 812.081, Florida

Statutes. The Legislature finds that it is a public necessity

that trade secret information be expressly nmade confidenti al

and exenpt frompublic records | aw because it is a felony to

di scl ose such records. Thus, the public and private harmin

di scl osing trade secrets significantly outweighs any public

benefit derived fromdisclosure, and the public's ability to

scrutinize and nonitor agency action is not dimnished by

nondi scl osure of trade secrets. Rel ease of such information

for reasons outside the scope of public health, safety, and

wel fare unnecessarily jeopardi zes the right to privacy of pet

owners who have their pets vaccinated and, further, negatively

i mpacts veterinarians subnitting rabies vaccination

certificates by nmaking the identities of their clients readily

avail able to conpeting business interests. Furthernore,

veterinarians are subject to nedical confidentiality

provisions. Release of identifying information in the rabies

vaccination certificate for reasons other than the protection

of public health, safety, and welfare could represent a breach

of client confidentiality. |In addition, rel ease of the

infornmation contained in a rabies vaccination certificate

coul d subject pet owners to possible theft or harassnent by

i ndi viduals who target particular breeds, as well as to

solicitations, including solicitations from conpeting

veterinary business interests. Owners could becone rel uctant

to have their pets vaccinated agai nst rabies. Any decrease in

t he nunber of dogs and cats vacci nated agai nst rabi es woul d

hi nder the ability of aninmal control authorities to protect

the public against the spread of rabies and endanger the

public health, safety, and welfare
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