Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1139
By Representative Sindler

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public records; anending s.

3 828.30, F.S.; providing an exenption from

4 public records requirenents for infornmation

5 contained in a rabies vaccination certificate;

6 aut hori zi ng di sclosure to certain public

7 agenci es and to other persons under certain

8 conditions; providing for future review and

9 repeal ; providing a finding of public

10 necessity; providing an effective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Section 828.30, Florida Statutes, is

15 | anended to read:

16 828.30 Rabies vaccination of dogs and cats. --

17 (1) Al dogs and cats 4 nonths of age or ol der nust be
18 | vaccinated by a licensed veterinarian against rabies with a
19 | United States Governnent-approved vacci ne. The cost of
20 | vacci nation nust be borne by the aninmal's owner
21 (2) A dog or cat is exenpt from vaccination agai nst
22 | rabies if a licensed veterinarian has exam ned the ani nal and
23| has certified in witing that at the tine vaccination would
24 | endanger the aninal's health because of its age, infirmty,
25| disability, illness, or other nedical considerations. An
26 | exenpt ani mal nust be vaccinated agai nst rabies as soon as its
27 | health pernits.
28 (3) Upon vaccination agai nst rabies, the |licensed
29 | veterinarian shall provide the animal's owner and the anim
30| control authority with a rabies vaccination certificate which
31| nmust contain at |east the follow ng i nfornmation
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(a) The license nunber of the adm nistering
veterinarian.

(b) The nane, address, and phone nunber of the
veterinarian and owner.

(c) The date of vaccinati on.

(d) The expiration date of the vaccination

(e) The species, age, sex, color, breed, weight, and
nane of the animal vacci nated.

(f) The rabies vacci ne manufacturer.

(g) The vaccine | ot nunber and expiration date.

(h) The type and brand of vacci ne used.

(i) The route of administration of the vacci ne.

(j) The signature or signature stanp of the licensed
veterinarian.

(4) Except as provided in this subsection, any

information contained in the rabi es vaccination certificate

provided to the aninmal control authority is confidential and

exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art.

| of the State Constitution. No state or |ocal governnental

agency shall provide or disclose the rabies vaccination

certificate information in aggregate, conpiled, or list form

to any person except to a public agency engaged in official

busi ness related to public health, safety, and wel fare, and

subject to the provisions of this subsection. Information

contained in rabies vaccination certificates nay be exchanged

by such public agencies, but shall not be provided to, or open

for inspection by, the public. However, a state or |oca

gover nnental agency nay provide the rabies vaccination

certificate information to any person for inspection at the

animal control authority, but only in nonelectronic formand

only one rabies vaccination certificate at a tine, and no
2
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person who inspects such information shall use any infornation

contained therein for any comercial solicitation of any

person identified by such information. No state or |oca

governnental agency nay provide or disclose rabies vaccination

certificate information in any formif such information is to

be used for commercial purposes. This subsection is subject

to the Open Governnment Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance
with s. 119.15, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2002,
unl ess revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by

the Legi sl ature.
(5)t4)y Violation of this section is a civil
i nfraction, punishable as provided in s. 828.27(2).
(6) £5); This section does not prohibit or limt
nmuni cipalities or counties fromenacting requirenents sinilar

to or nore stringent than the provisions of this section for
the i npl enentati on and enforcenent of rabies-contro
or di nances.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that there is a

public necessity to conpile information contained in rabies

vaccination certificates and to readily provide such

i nformati on when necessary to pronote public health, safety,

and wel fare. However, the Legislature also finds that such

information is both confidential to the pet owner and

proprietary for the veterinarian and should be distributed

only when the public health, safety, and wel fare denand.

Rabi es certificates include personal infornmation about

i ndi vi dual pet owners which, when conpiled, can be used to

produce the client list of each veterinarian who has conplied
with the provisions of s. 828.30, Florida Statutes, which
requires the filing of a copy of rabies vaccination

certificates with the local aninmal control authority. Such
3
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1| lists are trade secrets as defined by s. 812.081, Florida

2| Statutes. The Legislature finds that it is a public necessity
3| that trade secret infornmation be expressly made confidenti al

4 | and exenpt frompublic records | aw because it is a felony to

5] di scl ose such records. Thus, the public and private harmin

6 | disclosing trade secrets significantly outwei ghs any public

7 | benefit derived fromdisclosure, and the public's ability to

8 | scrutinize and nonitor agency action is not dimnished by

9 | nondi sclosure of trade secrets. Release of such information
10| for reasons outside the scope of public health, safety, and

11 | wel fare unnecessarily jeopardi zes the right to privacy of pet
12 | owners who have their pets vacci nated and, further, negatively
13 | inpacts veterinarians subnitting rabi es vaccination

14 | certificates by making the identities of their clients readily
15| avail able to conpeting business interests. Furthernore,

16 | veterinarians are subject to nedical confidentiality

17 | provisions. Release of identifying information in the rabies
18 | vaccination certificate for reasons other than the protection
19| of public health, safety, and welfare could represent a breach
20| of client confidentiality. |In addition, rel ease of the

21 | information contained in a rabies vaccination certificate

22 | could subject pet owners to possible theft or harassnent by

23 | individuals who target particular breeds, as well as to

24 | solicitations, including solicitations from conpeting

25 | veterinary business interests. Oamers could becone rel uctant
26 | to have their pets vacci nated agai nst rabies. Any decrease in
27 | the nunber of dogs and cats vacci nated agai nst rabi es would

28 | hinder the ability of animal control authorities to protect

29 | the public against the spread of rabies and endanger the

30| public health, safety, and welfare

31 Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.
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