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Florida Senate - 1998 CS for SB 1160

By the Committee on Educati on and Senator Dyer

304-2043-98

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to school district
expendi tures; anmending s. 237.081, F.S.
revising provisions relating to the
advertisement of a school board's tentative
budget; requiring the inclusion of specified
i nformation; authorizing rules; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 237.081, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
237.081 Public hearings; budgets to be subnitted to
Depart nent of Education.--
(1) The school board of each district nust shatt cause
a summary of its tentative budget, including the proposed
mllage |evies as provided for by law, and graphs illustrating

a historical summary of financial and denographic data,to be

advertised at |least one tine as a full-page advertisenent in
the & newspaper with the | argest ef—generalt circul ation
published in the district or to be posted at the courthouse

door if there be no such newspaper.
(2)(a) The advertisenent nust include a graph

illustrating the historical sumary of financial and

denographi c data for each of the foll owi ng data val ues which

shall be plotted along the vertical axis of each graph

1. Total revenue provided to the school district from

all sources for the corresponding fiscal year, including al

federal, state, and | ocal revenue.
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2. Total revenue provided to the school district for

the corresponding fiscal year for current operations.

3. Total revenue provided to the school district for

the corresponding fiscal year for fixed capital outlay

proj ects.
4., Total revenue provided to the school district for

the corresponding fiscal year for debt service.

5. Total nunber of unweighted full-tinme equival ent

students, inclusive of all prograns listed in s. 236.081

6. Total revenue provided to the school district for

current operations divided by the nunber of unwei ghted

full-tine equivalent students for the corresponding fisca

year.
7. Total nunber of enployees of the school district

for the corresponding fiscal year.

8. Total nunber of enployees of the school district

classified as instructional personnel under s. 228.041 for the

correspondi ng fiscal year.

(b) Each graph nmust include a separate histogram

corresponding to the financial and denpgraphic data for each

of the following fiscal years, which shall be plotted al ong

the horizontal axis of each graph

1. Current fiscal year

2. Fiscal year that is 5 years before the current

fiscal year.

3. Fiscal year that is 10 years before the current

fiscal year.

(c) The nuneric value of the financial and denopgraphic

data corresponding to each hi stogram nust be included in each

gr aph.
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(3) The advertisenent shall appear adjacent to the

adverti senent required pursuant to s. 200.065. The
Conmi ssi oner of Education nay adopt rul es necessary to provide

specific requirenents for the format of the adverti senent.

(4) The board shall hold public hearings to adopt
tentative and final budgets pursuant to s. 200.065. The
hearings shall be primarily for the purpose of hearing
requests and conplaints fromthe public regarding the budgets
and the proposed tax levies and for explaining the budget and
proposed or adopted anmendnents thereto, if any. The schoo
board shall then require the superintendent to transnit
forthwith two copies of the adopted budget to the Depart nment
of Education for approval as prescribed by |aw and regul ati ons
of the state board.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBSE?EEITUTE FOR

The comittee substitute would require school boards' annua
advertisenents of tentative budgets and proposed m |l age
levies to be acconpani ed by a séeries of graphs depicting a
summary of specified financial and denobgraphic data for™the
current fiscal year and for fiscal yearS five and ten years
prior to the current year.

The information is to be presented at |east once in a
fuII-Pa?e advertijsenent in the newspaper with the |argest
circulation in the district.

The Conm ssi oner of Education would be authorized to adoBt any
rules that may be nepessarY to provide school boards wt
s

specific fornmat requirenen for the advertisenents.
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