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By Representative Kelly

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to accessibility by handi capped

3 persons; creating s. 553.5045, F.S.; providing

4 an exception to the provisions of s. 553.504,

5 F.S., for qualified historic buildings or

6 facilities; providing that federa

7 accessibility guidelines shall govern access to

8 such buildings or facilities; creating s.

9 553.5125, F.S.; providing for the jurisdiction

10 of local code enforcenent boards to grant

11 nodi fi cations and wai vers; providing for the

12 creation of | ocal handi capped accessibility

13 councils; providing an effective date.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

16

17 Section 1. Section 553.5045, Florida Statutes, is

18 | created to read:

19 553. 5045 Exceptions for historic

20 | bui l di ngs. --Notwi t hst andi ng any provision of s. 553.504,

21| qualified historic buildings or facilities, as defined in

22 | reference 4.1.7(b) of the Anrericans with Disabilities Act

23| Accessibility Guidelines, as described in s. 553.503, shall be
24 | governed by the requirenents of reference 4.1.7 to the extent
25| of any inconsistency with s. 553. 504.

26 Section 2. Section 553.5125, Florida Statutes, is

27 | created to read:

28 553.5125 Modifications or exceptions; |ocal boards and
29 | advisory councils.--As an alternative to the procedure for

30| nodification or waiver established in s. 553.512, a county or
31| city may authorize its respective |local building code
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enforcenent board (the "l ocal board") established pursuant to

s. 553.80, to grant individual nodifications of, or exceptions

from the literal requirenents of this part upon a

determ nati on of unnecessary or extrene hardship, provided

such wai vers shall not violate federal accessibility | aws and

regul ati ons and shall be reviewed by a | ocal Handi capped

Accessibility Advisory Council (the "local council"). A loca

council shall be established by each county or city seeking to

authori ze the local board to exercise the authority granted

herein, and shall consist of at |east three nenbers who shal

be know edgeabl e in the area of handi capped accessibility and

who shall be selected fromthree of the follow ng groups: the

Advocacy Center for Persons with Disabilities, Inc.; the

Di vision of Blind Services; the Division of Vocati ona

Rehabilitation; a statew de organi zati on representing the

physi cal | y handi capped; the hearing inpaired; Florida Counci

of Handi capped Organi zations; and the Paral yzed Veterans of

Anerica. Upon application nade in the form provided by such

| ocal board, an individual waiver or nodification nay be

granted by the |l ocal board so |ong as such nodification or

waiver is not in conflict with nore stringent standards

provided in another chapter. Each |ocal board and | oca

council mmy adopt rules establishing procedures for the

resolution of applications for nodifications or waivers

her eunder .
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses the Florida Anericans with Disabilities
Accessibility Inplenentation Act to: . . ] ]
1. Provide an exception for qualified historic
buildings or facilities and that federal accessibility
U|dFI{nes shal | govern access to such buildings or
acilities.
2. Provide for the jurisdiction of |ocal code
enf orcement boards to grant nodifications and wai vers.
. . Provide for the creation of |ocal handi capped
accessibility advisory councils.
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See bill for details.
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