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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1201

By the Conmittee on Tourism and Representatives Barre

ro,
Bul l ard, Culp, Livingston, Harrington, Melvin and D. Prew tt

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to Museum of Florida History
prograns; anending s. 267.072, F.S.; requiring
the Division of H storical Resources of the
Departnent of State to establish and adm nister
a programto recogni ze and record achi evenents
of certain Floridians; providing criteria;
provi di ng requi renents; providing for
nom nations and sel ection; authorizing the
di vision to undertake certain recordi ng and
mar keting activities; authorizing the division
to collect a charge for providing certain
materials; providing for deposit of such
charges; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (1) of
section 267.072, Florida Statutes, to read:

267.072 Museum of Florida H story prograns. --

(1) The division shall:

(d) Establish and adnminister a program to be entitled

the Great Floridians program which shall be designed to

recogni ze and record the achi evenents of Floridians, living

and deceased, who have nmade mmjor contributions to the

progress and welfare of this state.

1. The division shall nom nate present or forner

citizens of this state, living or deceased, who during their

|ives have nade mmjor contributions to the progress of the

nation or this state and its citizens. Noni nati ons shall be

submitted to the Secretary of State who shall select from
1
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t hose nomi nated not | ess than two persons each year who shal

be honored with the designation "Geat Floridian," provided no

person whose contributi ons have been through el ected or

appoi nted public service shall be selected while hol ding any

such office

2. To enhance public participation and involvenent in

the identification of any person worthy of being noninated as

a Geat Floridian, the division shall seek advice and

assi stance from persons qualified through the denonstration of

special interest, experience, or education in the

di ssem nati on of knowl edge about the state's history.

a. In formulating its noninations, the division shal

al so seek the assistance of the Florida Hi story Associ at es,

Inc., or its successor, acting in the capacity as a citizen

support organi zation of the division, pursuant to s. 267.17

and approved to act on behalf of the Museum of Florida

Hi story.
b. Annually, the division shall convene an ad hoc

conmi ttee conposed of representatives of the Governor, each
menber of the Florida Cabinet, the President of the Senate,
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Florida

Hi story Associates, Inc. This comrittee shall neet at |east

twice. The committee shall noninate living citizens of this

state who during their lives have made nmjor contributions to

the progress of the nation or this state and its citizens and

shall fromthose noni nated sel ect each year not |less than two

persons whose nanes shall be subnmitted to the Secretary of

State with the recommendation that they be honored with the

designation "Geat Floridian."

3. Upon designation of a person as a Great Floridian

by the Secretary of State, the division shall undertake
2
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appropriate activities intended to achi eve wide public

know edge of the person designated.

a. The division may seek to initiate production of a

filmor videotape depicting the |ife and contributions of the

designee to this state and to the nation. |If technol ogy

surpasses the use of filmor videotape, another nedi um of

equal quality nmay be used.

(1) In the production of such filnms, the division

shal | seek cooperation fromlocal volunteers throughout the

state and, in particular, shall seek fundraising and ot her

assi stance of the citizen support organi zation created

pursuant to s. 267.17 to support the prograns of the Miseum of

Florida History.

(I'1) 1In the case of persons designated as G eat

Floridians as a result of the conmittee convened pursuant to

sub- subparagraph 2.b., the division shall inmrediately begin

taking the steps necessary to produce a fil mdepicting the

contributions of such persons to this state and to the nation

however, the requirenent to produce such a filmshall be

conti ngent upon appropriation of sufficient funds by the

Legi sl at ure.
(111) The Museum of Florida History shall be the
repository of the original negative, the original naster tape,

and all cuttings, of any filmor videotape produced under the

authority of this paragraph. The division al so may exercise

the right of trademark over the terns "Great Floridian" or

Great Floridians" pursuant to s. 286.031

(1V) The division shall arrange for the distribution

of copies of all filns to the general public, public

tel evision stations, educational institutions, and others and

may establish a reasonable charge to recover costs associ ated
3
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with production and to provide a source of revenue to assi st

with reproduction, narketing, and distribution of G eat

Floridians films. Proceeds from such charges shall be

deposited into the Historical Resources Qperating Trust Fund.

b. Deceased persons designated as Geat Floridians

typically shall be recognized by markers affixed to properties

significantly associated with the major contributions of the

desi gnee. Such narkers shall be erected pursuant to the
provisions of s. 267.061(3)(n).
Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

f Hi storical Resources of the
rtr establish and adm nister a "G eat
Fl oridi ans" programto recogni ze and record achi evenents
of Floridians 0 have made mmjor contributions to the
progress and wel fare of the state. _Provides criteria and
requirenments. Provides for nomnation and sel ection of
candi dates. Authorizes the division to undertake ]
SBeC|f|ed_record|n? and marketing activities. Authorizes
the division to establish a reasonabl e charge for
providing certain materials. Provides for deposit of
Eucg charges in the Historical Resources Operating Trust
und.

Requires the Division o
Departnent of State to
0
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