Florida Senate - 1998 SJR 1236
By Senators Burt and Dudl ey

16-1140- 98
1 Senate Joint Resol uti on No.
2 A joint resolution proposing an anmendnment to
3 Section 17 of Article | of the State
4 Constitution relating to excessive puni shnents.
5
6| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
7
8 That the follow ng anendnent to Section 17 of Article |
9] of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be subnitted
10| to the electors of this state for approval or rejection at the
11 | next general election or at an earlier special election
12 | specifically authorized for that purpose:
13 ARTI CLE |
14 DECLARATI ON OF RI GHTS
15 SECTI ON 17. Excessive puni shnents. --Excessive fines,
16 | cruel and e unusual punishnment, attainder, forfeiture of
17 | estate, indefinite inprisonnent, and unreasonabl e detention of
18 | witnesses are forbidden. The courts shall construe whether a
19 | puni shnent is cruel and unusual in conformity with the 8th
20 | Anendnent to the United States Constitution, as interpreted by
21| the United States Suprene Court in its decisions, regardl ess
22 | of the date those decisions were rendered. Unl ess otherw se
23 | determined by the United States Suprene Court, a nethod of
24 | executing the death penalty is not a penalty or puni shnent.
25
26 | BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED that the follow ng statenent be placed
27 | on the ballot:
28 CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
29 ARTI CLE |, SECTION 17
30 CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNI SHVENT. - - Proposi ng an anendnent
31| to the State Constitution to require that for a punishnment to
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be prohibited it nust be both cruel and unusual rather than
either cruel or unusual and to provide that such prohibition
is to be construed in conformty with the sane prohibition
found in the U.S. Constitution and that a nethod of executing
the death penalty is not a penalty or punishnent.
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