Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1241
By Representative D. Prew tt

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to pharnaceuticals; creating a

3 study conmi ssion for the purpose of studying

4 the variations in the cost of prescription

5 drugs; providing for nenbership; providing for

6 organi zation and admi nistration; requiring

7 neetings and public hearings; providing for

8 expert testinony; requiring a report; providing

9 an effective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
12

13 Section 1. Prescription Drug Policy Review

14 | Commi ssion. - -

15 (1) There is hereby created an i ndependent study

16 | conmi ssion, designated as the Prescription Drug Policy Review
17 | Conm ssion. The conmi ssion shall consist of 28 nenbers, as
18 | fol |l ows:

19 (a) One nenber of the House of Representatives

20 | appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
21 (b) Two nenbers of the Senate appointed by the

22 | President of the Senate.

23 (c) The Director of Health Care Adninistration or a
24 | desi gnee.

25 (d) The State Health Oficer or a designee.

26 (c) The Secretary of Business and Professiona

27 | Regul ation or a desi gnee.

28 (f) Twenty-two nenbers appointed by the Governor, as
29 | fol |l ows:

30 1. Two nenbers representing the Florida Pharnmacy
31| Association who are practicing pharnaci sts.
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1 2. One nenber representing the Florida Podiatric
2 | Medi cal Association
3 3. One nenber representing the Florida Optonetric
4 | Associ ati on.
5 4. One nenber representing i ndependent pharnaci es.
6 5. One nenber representing the Florida Retai
7 | Federation who is engaged in retail pharnacy.
8 6. One nenber representing high-vol une chain
9 | phar naci es.
10 7. One nenber representing the Florida Acadeny of
11| Fanily Physici ans.
12 8. One nenber representing the Florida Nurses
13 | Associ ati on.
14 9. One nenber representing the Florida Osteopathic
15 | Medi cal Associ ation
16 10. One nenber representing the Florida Medica
17 | Associ ati on.
18 11. One nenber representing pharnaceutica
19 | manuf acturers.
20 12. Two consuner nenbers, one of whomis 60 years of
21| age or ol der.
22 13. One nenber representing the Florida Association of
23 | Whol esal e Druggi sts.
24 14. One nenber representing the hospital industry.
25 15. One nursing hone consulting pharnacist.
26 16. One nenber representing the Florida Hospices,
27 | Inc., with know edge of acquired i mune defici ency syndrone
28 | and acquired i nmune deficiency syndrone nedication delivery.
29 17. One nenber representing the Florida Associ ation of
30 | Heal th Mai ntenance Organi zati ons.
31
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18. Two nenbers representing pharnmaceutica

manuf acturers, one of whom shall be a representative of the

Ceneric Pharnmaceutical |ndustry Association

19. One nenber representing direct nmail order

provi ders.

One of the nedical professional nenbers shall have a

speciality in geriatric nedicine.

(2) The chair of the comm ssion shall be elected from

anong the conm ssion nenbers and shall not be an agency head

or the designee of an agency head. The comission is assigned

to the Agency for Health Care Adninistration for

admi ni strative purposes only. The agency shall provide staff

and technical assistance to the comm ssion. The conm sSsion

shall neet as soon as possible after July 1, 1997, and may

el ect a vice chair and such other officers as may be deened

necessary by the conm ssion

(3) Comission nenbers shall serve without

conpensation. Travel costs for comn ssion nenbers shall be

pai d by the conmi ssion nenber or by the organi zation to which

t he comi ssi on nenber bel ongs.

(4)(a) The conmmission shall hold at |east four public

heari ngs, geographically spread equally around the state, for

t he purpose of hearing testi nbny and studying the variations

in the cost of prescription drugs, both donestic and foreign

The study shall include nmanufacturer, whol esal e, and retai

prescription drug pricing, including the costs, fees, and tine

i nvolved in providing, dispensing, consulting, and delivering

services to institutions and for retail sales; review of

federal and other states' policies and regul ati ons regarding

prescription drug prices; and an assessnent of the potential
3
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i mpact of regulatory and nmarket forces, including the "nmanaged

care" effect of federal and state "health care refornf on

prescription drug pricing.

(b) The conmission may al so hear testinobny from

experts in the fields of health care cost contai nnent,

pharnacy practice, and pharnaceutical manufacturing and sal es,

and fromhealth care providers and practitioners, officials

representing state agencies or the Federal Governnent, and

such ot her persons as deened necessary by the conm ssion for

the acconplishnent of its duties.
(5) No later than June 1, 1998, the conmi ssion shal
submt a report of its findings and recomendations to the

Covernor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the

Presi dent of the Senate, the House and Senate ninority

| eaders, and the chairs of the appropriate substantive

comm ttees of the House and Senate.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Creates the Prescription Drug Policy Review Comri ssion to
study the variations in the Cost of prescription drugs in the
state, Provides for_ conm ssion nenbership, organization

adm ni stration, neetings, public hearings, and expert.
testinony. Requires areport to the Governor and Legi sl ature.
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