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By Representative Eggelletion

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the responsibilities of

3 Enterprise Florida, Inc.; anending ss.

4 288. 9015, 288.903, 288.906, 288.9620, F.S.

5 providing for the responsibilities of

6 Enterprise Florida, Inc., with respect to

7 wor kf orce devel opnent to include participants

8 in the WAGES Program providing additiona

9 requi rements for the annual report of

10 Enterprise Florida, Inc.; requiring the

11 wor kf orce devel opnent board to include

12 participants in the WAGES Programwi thin

13 popul ati ons sel ected for resources, guidance,

14 or services; providing an effective date.

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

17

18 Section 1. Section 288.9015, Florida Statutes, 1996
19 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:
20 288.9015 Enterprise Florida, Inc.; purpose; duties.--
21 (1) Enterprise Florida, Inc., is the principa
22 | econom ¢ devel opnent organi zation for the state. It shall be
23| the responsibility of Enterprise Florida, Inc., to provide
24 | | eadership for business devel opnent in Florida by aggressively
25| establishing a unified approach to Florida's efforts of
26 | international trade and reverse investnent; by aggressively
27 | marketing the state as a probusi ness | ocation for potenti al
28 | new i nvestnent; and by aggressively assisting in the creation
29 | retention, and expansion of existing businesses. |n support
30| of this effort, Enterprise Florida, Inc., may devel op and
31| inplenent specific prograns or strategies that address the
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creation, expansion, and retention of Florida business; the
devel opnent of inport and export trade; and the recruitnent of
wor | dwi de busi ness.

(2) It shall be the responsibility of Enterprise
Florida, Inc., to pronbte and strengthen the creation and
growh of small and minority businesses and to increase the
opportunities for short-termand long-termrural econonic
devel opnent.

(3) It shall be the responsibility of Enterprise
Florida, Inc., to devel op a conprehensive approach to
wor kf orce devel opnent that will result in better enploynent
opportunities for the residents of this state. Such
conpr ehensi ve approach nust incl ude:

(a) Creating and maintaining a highly skilled
wor kforce that is capable of responding to rapidly changing
t echnol ogy and diversified market opportunities.

(b) Training, educating, and assisting target
popul ati ons, such as those who are economical | y di sadvant aged
or who participate in the WAGES Program or ot herw se receive

public assistance,to becone independent, self-reliant, and
self-sufficient. This approach nust ensure the effective use
of federal, state, local, and private resources in reducing
the need for public assistance.

(4) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall provide | eadership

in creating jobs for residents of the state, including jobs

for residents who are economically di sadvant aged or who

participate in the WAGES Program or ot herwi se receive public

assi st ance.

(5)t4) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall not endorse any
candi date for any elected public office, nor shall it
contribute noneys to the canpai gn of any such candi date.
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Section 2. Section 288.903, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

288.903 Board of directors of Enterprise Florida,
Inc.; president; enployees.--

(1) The president of Enterprise Florida, Inc., shal
be appointed by the board of directors. The president is the
chief administrative and operational officer of the board of
directors and of Enterprise Florida, Inc., and shall direct
and supervise the adninistrative affairs of the board of
directors and any other boards of Enterprise Florida, Inc. The
board of directors may delegate to its president those powers
and responsibilities it deens appropriate, except for the
appoi nt nent of a president.

(2) The board of directors may establish an executive
committee consisting of the vice chair and as nmany additiona
nmenbers of the board of directors as the board deens
appropriate, except that such committee nust have a m ni num of
five menbers. One nenber of the executive committee shall be
sel ected by each of the followi ng: the Governor, the
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives. Renmining nenbers of the executive conmittee
shal | be selected by the board of directors. The executive
comm ttee shall have such authority as the board of directors
del egates to it, except that the board nay not del egate the
authority to hire or fire the president.

(3) The president:

(a) May contract with or enploy legal and technica
experts and such ot her enpl oyees, both permanent and
tenporary, as authorized by the board of directors.

(b) Shall enploy and supervise the president of any
board established within the Enterprise Florida, Inc.
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corporate structure and shall coordinate the activities of any
such boards.

(c) Shall attend all neetings of the board of
directors.

(d) Shall cause copies to be made of all minutes and
ot her records and docunents of the board of directors and
shal|l certify that such copies are true copies. Al persons
dealing with the board of directors may rely upon such
certifications.

(e) Shall be responsible for coordinating and
advocating the interests of rural, mnority, and snal
busi nesses within Enterprise Florida, Inc., its boards, and in
all its econom c devel opnent efforts.

(f) Shall administer the finances of Enterprise
Florida, Inc., and its boards to ensure appropriate
accountability and the prudent use of public and private
f unds.

(g) Shall be the chief spokesperson for Enterprise
Florida, Inc., regarding econonic devel opnent efforts in the
state.

(h) Shall coordinate all activities and

responsibilities of Enterprise Florida, Inc., with respect to

participants in the WAGES Program

(i) th)y Shall supervise and coordinate the collection
research, and analysis of information for Enterprise Florida,
Inc., and its boards.

(4) The board of directors of Enterprise Florida,
Inc., and its officers shall be responsible for the prudent
use of all public and private funds and shall ensure that the
use of such funds is in accordance with all applicable |aws,
byl aws, or contractual requirenents.
4
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1 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 288.906, Florida
2| Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anended to read:

3 288.906 Annual report of Enterprise Florida, I|nc.

4| audits; confidentiality.--

5 (1) Prior to Decenber 1 of each year, Enterprise

6| Florida, Inc., shall subnmt to the Governor, the President of
7 | the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
8| Senate Mnority Leader, and the House Mnority Leader a

9| conplete and detailed report setting forth:

10 (a) |Its operations and acconplishnments during the

11| fiscal year

12 (b) Its business and operational plan and its econonic
13 | devel opnent plan, including recommendati ons on nethods for

14 | i npl enrenting and fundi ng the economni c devel opnent pl an

15 (c) Its assets and liabilities at the end of its nost
16 | recent fiscal year; and

17 (d) A copy of an annual financial and conpliance audit
18 | of its accounts and records conducted by an i ndependent

19 | certified public accountant perfornmed in accordance with rul es
20 | adopted by the Auditor General; and-

21 (e) An assessnent of enployee training and job

22 | creation that directly benefits participants in the WAGES

23 | Program

24

25| The detailed report required by this subsection shall also

26 | include the information identified in paragraphs(a)-(e)

27 [tag—e), if applicable, for any board established within the
28 | corporate structure of Enterprise Florida, Inc.

29 Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 288.9620, Florida
30| Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, as anended by section 112 of

31| chapter 96-320, Laws of Florida, is anended to read:
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288. 9620 Workforce devel opnent board. - -

(1) The Legislature finds that the growth and
conpetitive strength of Florida's econony depend upon the
state's ability to attract and support industries that add to
the value of the state's social capital as well as to its
econom ¢ capital. It is crucial to the retention and grow h of
t hese hi gh-val ue-added industries to assure that skilled hunan
resources are adequate in quality and quantity. The
Legislature intends to adopt a uniformpolicy to guide
education, training, and enploynent prograns, so that the
conbi ned efforts of all the prograns acconplish the foll ow ng
obj ecti ves:

(a) Provide for a skilled workforce to enable Florida
to conpete in a global econony.

(b) Respond to changes in technology and to energing
i ndustries.

(c) Pronote the devel opnent of market-driven prograns
t hrough a pl anning and fundi ng system based upon products of
the Cccupational Forecasting Conference created in s. 216. 136.

(d) Base evaluations of program success on student and
partici pant outcones rather than processes.

(e) Coordinate state, federal, local, and private
funds for nmaxi mum i npact.

(f) Encourage the participation, education, and
training of nenbers of popul ations selected by state or
federal policy to receive additional resources, guidance, or
services. The sel ected popul ati ons nust include people with
disabilities or econom c di sadvantages, especially those who
are participants in the WAGES Programare eligible for public

assi stance, or are di sl ocated workers.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

Rk S R R Rk kR Rk S b R I

SENATE SUMVARY

uires that participants in the WAGES Program be
luded in_the workforce devel opment activities of
erPrlse_FIorlda, Inc. Requires that the annual report
Enterprise Florida, Inc., include an assessnent 0
{oyee t{alnlng and job creation that benefits WAGES

I Ci pant s.
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