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1

2 An act relating to student discipline and

3 school safety; anending s. 232.09, F.S.

4 revising provisions relating to student

5 attendance responsibility and policy; creating
6 s. 232.0205, F.S.; requiring certain disclosure
7 at school registration and providing penalties
8 for willful nondisclosure; anending s. 232.01

9 F.S.; revising conpul sory school attendance

10 requirenents to require children over age 16 to
11 file a formal declaration of intent to

12 term nate school enrollnent in order to be

13 exenpt from conpul sory school attendance

14 requirenments; anending s. 39.01, F.S.; revising
15 provi sions regardi ng habitual truancy; anending
16 S. 228.041, F.S.; revising the definitions of
17 the terns "habitual truant" and "dropout";

18 anendi ng s. 232.2462, F.S.; conformng

19 provi sions; anmending s. 414.125, F. S
20 provi di ng Learnfare program requirenents;
21 anending s. 232.17, F.S.; revising procedures
22 relating to enforcenent of school attendance;
23 anmending s. 232.19, F.S.; revising penalties
24 and court procedures relating to habitua
25 truancy; requiring each public school principa
26 to notify the district school board of students
27 who accunul ate a specified nunber of unexcused
28 absences; authorizing the governing body of a
29 private school to provide such information to
30 t he Departnent of Education; requiring that the
31 Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles
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wi t hhol d i ssuance of or suspend the driver's
license or learner's driver's license of a
student who fails to satisfy school attendance
requirements; requiring the Departnment of
Juvenile Justice, the Departnent of Children
and Fanmily Services, and the school districts
to devel op cooperative agreenents for working
with habitual truants and their famli es;
providing for court-ordered parent training

cl asses and providing penalties for ternination
of an enpl oyee required to attend such cl asses,
under certain circunstances; authorizing the
court to inpose civil penalties on, or require
participation in community service or
counseling by, the child; anmending s. 232.195,
F.S., relating to truancy activities upon
transfer of student, to conform creating s.
232.197, F.S.; requiring notification to a
school of court action directly involving the
school ; anending s. 232.2452, F.S.; revising
requirenents relating to student report cards;
anmending s. 232.25, F.S., relating to pupils
subj ect to control of school; providing for a
school child's daily conduct pl edge; anendi ng
s. 322.05, F.S., relating to the issuance of
driver's licenses; conformng provisions to
changes made by the act; anending s. 322.009,
F.S.; prohibiting the Departnent of H ghway
Safety and Mbtor Vehicles fromissuing a
driver's license or restricted license to a
person under a specified age who does not neet

2
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1 requi rements for school attendance and is not
2 ot herwi se exenpt from such requirenents;

3 creating s. 322.091, F.S.; providing that a

4 mnor is not eligible for driving privileges

5 unl ess the ninor is enrolled in school or a

6 hone education program has received a high

7 school diploma or certificate, is enrolled in
8 certain other educational activities, or

9 obtains a certificate of exenption or hardship
10 wai ver; requiring the Departnent of H ghway

11 Safety and Mbtor Vehicles to notify a mnor

12 before the departnent suspends the ninor's

13 driving privil eges because of nonconpliance

14 wi th school attendance requirenents; providing
15 for a hardship waiver; providing for a hearing
16 before the public school principal or the

17 desi gnee of the governing body of a private

18 school ; providing for the departnent to

19 reinstate a minor's driving privileges

20 following conpliance with school attendance

21 requirenents for a specified period; requiring
22 the departnent to report to school districts on
23 students whose driving privileges are

24 suspended; anending s. 39.015, F. S., relating
25 to rul enaki ng regardi ng habitual truants, to
26 conformto the act; creating s. 230.235, F. S
27 requiring school districts to adopt a policy of
28 zero tolerance for crine, including crimna

29 subst ance abuse vi ol ations; anendi ng s.

30 232.277, F.S.; requiring reporting and

31 notification of student substance abuse;

3
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1 anending s. 790. 115, F.S.; expandi ng of fenses
2 that are puni shabl e as possessing or

3 di schar gi ng weapons or firearns on schoo

4 property and providing a qualifier to an

5 exception fromsuch of fense; anending s.

6 230. 23015, F.S.; clarifying provisions relating
7 to students who commit assault or battery on
8 school personnel; repealing s. 322.0601, F.S.
9 relating to driver's licenses for mnors;

10 creating s. 232.433, F.S.; requiring that the
11 Fl orida H gh School Activities Association or
12 successor organi zati on adopt statew de uniform
13 safety standards for student cheerl eaders;

14 anending s. 228.057, F.S.; requiring schoo

15 districts with a controlled open enroll nent

16 programto afford preferred access to the

17 programto parents of students in nmultiple

18 session schools; providing intent; anending s.
19 39.045, F.S., relating to confidenti al
20 i nformati on about juvenile offenders, to
21 provide for disclosure to teachers; anending s.
22 948.03, F.S.; requiring a juvenile in a
23 community control programto attend a public
24 adult educati on program or dropout prevention
25 programif avail able unless an exception is
26 made by the principal; requiring disclosure of
27 certain information if a juvenile attends a
28 regul ar educational school program providing
29 ef fective dates.
30
31

4
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WHEREAS, the primary focus of the 1997 Legislature is
educati on, and

VWHEREAS, in the first nonth of the 1997 session, the
Legi sl ature has passed two nmjor conponents of its education
agenda, the first of which raises student academ c standards
across the board and the second of which provides for
better-educated and better-prepared teachers, and

WHEREAS, a third nmajor conponent of the 1997
| egi sl ative education agenda is student discipline and schoo
safety, and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature to raise
t he standards of student discipline and school safety as
dramatically as it has rai sed student acadenic and teacher
certification standards, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 232.09, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
232.09 Parents and | egal guardi ans responsible for

attendance of children; attendance policy.--
(1) The Legislature finds:
(a) It is essential that our children receive an

educati on.
(b) Failure to attend school in a regular and tinely

fashi on hinders the education process.

(c) Truancy and poor school perfornance have a direct

relationship to juvenil e delinquency and destructive behavi or

(d) A disproportionate percentage of juvenile crine

occurs when juveniles should be in school

5
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(e) Parents and guardi ans nust be responsible, within

reason, for sending their children to school

(f) If ajuvenile refuses to attend school or a parent

or guardi an refuses to conpel the child to attend school

there nmust exist an efficient and expedi ent process to enforce

att endance | aws.

(2) Each parent and | egal guardian of a child within

t he conpul sory attendance age i s shatH—be responsible for the
steh child's school attendance as required by |law. The
absence of a child fromschool is shatH—be prim facie
evi dence of a violation of this section; however, Rre crinmna
prosecution nay not shaH- be brought against a parent,
guardi an, or other person having control of the child unti
the provisions of s. 232.17(2){e)yhave been conplied with. A
Ne parent or guardian of a child is not shaH—behetd
responsi ble for the sueh child' s nonattendance at school under
any of the follow ng conditions:

(a) ) Wth perm ssion.--The absence was with
perm ssion of the head of the school; or

(b) 2 Wthout know edge. --The absence was w t hout the
parent's know edge, consent, or connivance, in which case the
child shall be dealt with as a dependent child; or

(c)3)y Financial inability.--The parent was unable
financially to provide necessary clothes for the child, which
inability was reported in witing to the superintendent prior
to the opening of school or immediately after the begi nning of
such inability; provided, that the validity of any claimfor
exenption under this subsection shall be determi ned by the
superintendent subject to appeal to the school board; or

(d) t4)» Sickness, injury, or other insurnountable
condition.--Attendance was inpracticable or inadvisable on

6
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1| account of sickness or injury, attested to by a witten

2| statenent of a |licensed practicing physician, or was

3| inpracticabl e because of sone other stated insurnountable

4| condition as defined by regulations of the state board. If a
5] student is continually sick and repeatedly absent from school
6 | he or she nmust be under the supervision of a physician in

7| order to receive an excuse from attendance. Such excuse

8 | provides that a student's condition justifies absence for nore
9 | than the nunber of days permitted by the district schoo

10 | board.

11

12 | Each district school board shall establish an attendance

13| policy which includes, but is not linmted to, the required

14 | nunber of days each school year that a student nust be in

15 | attendance and the nunber of absences and tardi nesses after
16 | which a statenent expl ai ni ng such absences and tardi nesses

17 | nmust be on file at the school. Each school in the district
18 | nust deternine if an absence or tardiness is excused or

19 | unexcused according to criteria established by the district
20 | school board.

21 Section 2. Section 232.0205, Florida Statutes, is

22 | created to read:

23 232.0205 Disclosure at school registration.--According
24 | to procedures established by the district school board, each
25| student at the tinme of initial registration for school in a
26 | school district shall note previous school expul sions, arrests
27 | resulting in a charge, and juvenile justice actions the

28 | student has had.

29 Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
30| 232.01, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

31
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1 232.01 Regul ar school attendance required between ages
2| of 6 and 16; pernmitted at age of 5; exceptions.--

3 (1)

4 (c) Achild who attains the age of 16 years during the
5] school year is shatH not subject to conpul sory schoo

6 | attendance be—+eguitred—to—attend—schoot beyond the date upon
7 | which he or she attains that age if the child files a formma

8 | declaration of intent to term nate school enrollnment with the
9] district school board. The declaration nust acknow edge t hat
10| terminating school enrollnent is likely to reduce the

11 | student's earning potential and nust be signed by the child.
12 | The school district nmust notify the child' s parent or |ega

13 | guardian of the child' s declaration of intent to terninate

14 | school enrollnent. A child who attains the age of 18 years

15| during the school year is not subject to conpul sory schoo

16 | att endance beyond the date upon which he or she attains that
17 | age.

18 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (12) and

19 | subsection (73) of section 39.01, Florida Statutes, 1996

20 | Suppl enent, are anended to read:

21 39.01 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter

22 (12) "Child in need of services" neans a child for

23 | whomthere is no pending investigation into an allegation or
24 | suspi ci on of abuse, neglect, or abandonnent; no pending

25| referral alleging the child is delinquent; or no current

26 | supervision by the Departnent of Juvenile Justice or the

27 | Departnment of Health and Rehabilitative Services for an

28 | adj udi cation of dependency or delinquency. The child nust

29 | al so, pursuant to this chapter, be found by the court:

30 (b) To be habitually truant from school, while subject
31| to conpul sory school attendance, despite reasonable efforts to

8
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1| renmedy the situation pursuant to ss. 232.17 and 232.19 s+

2 | 23219 and through voluntary participation by the child's

3| parents or legal custodians and by the child in fanmly

4 | nedi ation, services, and treatnent offered by the Departnent
5| of Juvenile Justice or the Departnment of Health and

6 | Rehabilitative Services; or

7 (73) "To be habitually truant" neans that:

8 (a) The child has 15 unexcused absences within 90

9| cal endar days with or w thout the know edge or justifiable

10 | consent of the child's parent or legal guardian, is subject to
11 | conpul sory school attendance under s. 232.01,and is not

12 | exenpt under fremattendance—by—virtuve—ofbeingover—the—age
13 | ef—conputsory—school—attendance—oer—byreetingthe—ecrtteria—in
14| s. 232.06, s. 232.09, or any other exenptions specified by |aw
15 ]| or the rules of the State Board of Education. i

16 (b) thaddirtionto—the—actions—descritbed—+n——s—232—314
17 | the—sehoot—adninistration—has—conpteted—the—foHHowng

18 | Escalating activities to determine the cause, and to attenpt
19 | the renedi ation, of the child' s truant behavi or under ss.

20| 232.17 and 232.19 have been conpl eted. +-

21 . .

22

23

24 . hool ol ker—t4 R

25 e e ’

26 | attempt—to—solve—the—truancyprobltem—However—f—the—school
27 | attendance—assistant—or—schoot—social—worker—has—decurented
28 | the—refusal—of—the parent—or—guardiran—topartiecipate—inthe
29 | reetings,—then—this—reguirenrent—has—been—rnet-

30 2—Educat+onal—ecotunseHng—has—been—provided—to

31 | determine—whether—currieutumechanges—woutd—hetp—sotve—the
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If a child who is subject to wthin—the conpul sory schoo
attendance age is responsive to the interventions described in

ss. 232.17 and 232. 19 this—paragraph and has conpl eted the
necessary requirenents to pass the current grade as indicated

in the district pupil progression plan, the child shall not be
determi ned to be habitually truant and shall be passed. If a

child within the conmpul sory school attendance age has 15
unexcused absences within 90 cal endar days or fails to enrol

in school, the State Attorney may file a

10
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chil d-i n-need-of -services petition. Prior to filing a
petition, the child nust be referred to the appropriate agency
for evaluation. After consulting with the eval uati ng agency,
the State Attorney may elect to file a
chil d-i n-need-of -services petition

(c) A school representative, designated according to
school board policy seheot—social—worker—o+r—other—person
s w I hool . ot heol—d
not—have—a——school—soeci-at—worker, and an intake counsel or or
case nmanager of the Departnent of Juvenile Justice have

jointly investigated the truancy problemor, if that was not
feasi bl e, have perforned separate investigations to identify
condi tions which may be contributing to the truant behavi or
and if, after a joint staffing of the case to determ ne the
necessity for services, such services were deternined to be
needed, the persons who perforned the investigations net
jointly with the famly and child to discuss any referral to
appropriate conmrunity agencies for economc services, famly
or individual counseling, or other services required to renedy
the conditions that are contributing to the truant behavior. ;-
and

(d) The failure or refusal of the parent or |ega
guardian or the child to participate, or nake a good faith
effort to participate, in the activities prescribed to renedy
the truant behavior, or the failure or refusal of the child to
return to school after participation in activities required by
this subsection, or the failure of the child to stop the
truant behavi or after the school adm nistration and the
Departnent of Juvenile Justice have worked with the child as
described in s. 232.19(3) shall be handled as prescribed in s.
232. 19.

11
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Section 5. Subsections (28) and (29) of section
228.041, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, are anended to
read:

228.041 Definitions.--Specific definitions shall be as
foll ows, and wherever such defined words or terns are used in
the Florida School Code, they shall be used as foll ows:

(28) HABI TUAL TRUANT. --A habitual truant is a student
who has 15 unexcused absences within 90 cal endar days with or
wi t hout the know edge or consent of the student's parent or
| egal guardian, is subject to conpul sory school attendance

under s. 232.01, and is not exenpt under ant—who—i+shot—exenpt

sechoot—attendance—by—rneeting—the—eriterta—+tn s. 232.06 or s.

232.09, or by neeting the criteria for any other exenption
specified by law or rules of the State Board of Education
Such a student mnust have been the subject of the activities
specified in ss. 232.17 and 232.19, without resultant
successful renediation of the truancy problem before being
dealt with as a child in need of services according to the
provi sions of chapter 39.

(29) DROPQUT.--A dropout is a student not subject to

ever—the—age—of conpul sory school attendance, as defined in s.
232.01, who neets any one or nore of the following criteria:

(a) The student has voluntarily renoved hinself or
herself fromthe school system before graduation for reasons
that include, but are not limted to, nmarriage or entrance
into the mlitary, or the student has w thdrawn from schoo
because he or she has failed the statew de student assessnent
test and thereby does not receive any of the certificates of
conpl etion;

12
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(b) The student has not net the relevant attendance
requi rements of the school district pursuant to State Board of
Education rules, or the student was expected to attend a
school but did not enter as expected for unknown reasons, or
t he student's whereabouts are unknown;

(c) The student has wi thdrawn from school, but has not
transferred to another public or private school or enrolled in
any vocational, adult, or alternative educational program

(d) The student has withdrawn from school due to
har dshi p, unl ess such withdrawal has been granted under the
provi sions of s. 322.091 322-06606%, court action, expul sion
nedi cal reasons, or pregnancy; or

(e) The student is not eligible to attend schoo
because of reaching the maxi mum age for an exceptional student
programin accordance with the district's policy.

Students not exenpt from attendance pursuant to s. 232.06 and
who are subject to uhrtder—the—age—of conpul sory schoo
attendance under s. 232.01 and who stop attendi ng school are
shatH—be—known—as habitual truants as defined in subsection
(28) and are not to—be considered dropouts. The State Board
of Education may adopt rules to inplenent the provisions of

thi s subsecti on.

Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 232.2462, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

232. 2462 Attendance requirenent for receipt of high
school credit; definition of "credit". --

(2) A student may not be awarded a credit if he or she
has not been in for instruction for a mininumof 135 hours
unl ess he or she has denpnstrated nmastery of the student
perfornmance standards in the course of study as provided by

13
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1| rules of the district school board. Excused absences as

2| determned by the district school board and as carried out by
3 | the secondary school principal shall not be counted agai nst

4| the 135-hour minimumrequirenment. Criteria for determning

5| excused absences shall be as provided in s. 232.022,s.

6 | 232. 0225, absence for religious instruction, or a religious

7 | holiday, and s. 232.09(2)(d){#)r, absence due to sickness,

8| injury, or other insurnountable condition, and absence due to
9| participation in an acadenmic class or program M ssed work

10 | shall be nmade up, as provided in the pupil progression plan
11 | established by the district school board by rule, for al

12 | excused absences. The difference between the 135-hour mi ni num
13 | requirenent and the 150-hour definition of full credit

14 | established in this section may at the discretion of the

15 | secondary school principal be used for noninstructiona

16 | extracurricular activities unless otherw se provided by

17 | district school board rule. In credit prograns operated in the
18 | peri od beyond 180 school days, each full-credit course nust be
19 | established for a m ni mum of 120 hours.
20 Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 414.125, Florida
21| Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:
22 414.125 Learnfare program --
23 (2) Each recipient with a school-age child is required
24| to have a conference with an appropriate school official of
25| the child's school during each grading period to assure that
26 | the recipient is involved in the child' s educational progress
27 | and is aware of any existing attendance or acadeni c probl ens.
28 | The conference nust address acceptabl e student attendance,
29 | grades, and behavi or and nust be docunented by the school and
30| reported to the departnent. The departnent shall notify a
31| school of any student in attendance at that school who is a

14
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participant in the Learnfare programin order that the

requi red conferences are held.
Section 8. Section 232.17, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, is anended to read:
232.17 Enforcenent of school attendance Attendance
: i i : meiin ies. --Pursuant to

procedures established by the district school board, a

desi ghat ed school representative nust conplete activities

designed to determne the cause and attenpt the renedi ation of
truant behavior, as provided in this section. Provisions—for

(1) tb) | NVESTI GATE NONENRCLLMENT AND UNEXCUSED

ABSENCES. - - A desi gnated school representative tn—acecordance

15
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1 | wi-th—procedure—established—bythestate board,—attendance

2 | asststants shall investigate cases of nonenroll nent and

3 | unexcused absences from school of all children subject to

4 | conpul sory school attendance wthin—the—cofrputsory—schoot—age
5 (2)tey G VE WRI TTEN NOTI CE. - - Under the direction of

6 | the superintendent, a designhated school representative the

7 | attendance—asststant shall give witten notice, etrther in

8 | person or by return-recei pt registered mail, to the parent,

9 | guardi an, or other person having control when no valid reason
10| is found for a child' s nonenrollnment in school or when the

11| child has a minimmof 3 but fewer than 6 15 unexcused

12 | absences within 90 cal endar days, requiring enrollnent or

13 | attendance within 3 days after fremthe date of notice. If
14 | the stueh notice and requirenment are ignored, the designated
15| school representative attentdance—assistant shall report the
16 | case to the superintendent, and may refer the case to the case
17 | staffing commttee, established pursuant to s. 39.426, if the
18 | conditions of s. 232.19(3) have been net. The superi ntendent
19 | may take such steps as are necessary to bring crimna

20 | prosecuti on agai nst the parent, guardian, or other person

21 | having control. Ne—further—wittennotiece—of—the—chitd—=s

22 | absence—t+romschoot—ts—reguired—tobegi-ven—totheparent—

23 | guardian—or—other—persoen—having—econtrol—untess—the—ehitd-
24 " I hool . . I F

25 | eensecuti-ve—days—

26 (3) tdy RETURN CH LD TO PARENT. - - A desi gnat ed schoo

27 | represent ati ve Fhe—attendance—assistant shall visit the hone
28 | or place of residence of a child and any other place in which
29| he or she is likely to find any child who is required to

30 | attend school when such child is not enrolled or is absent

31| fromschool during school hours without an excuse, and, when

16
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the sueh child is has—been found, shall return the child to

his or her parent or to the principal or teacher in charge of

the school, or to the private tutor from whom absent.

(4 WRITTEN NOTICE.--If no valid reason is found for
such nonenrol | ment or absence, fromsueh—schoel—or—schoels the
desi ghat ed school representative attendance—assistant shal
give witten notice to the parent, requiring the child's
enrol | rent or attendance as—presecribed—above. The designated
school representative attendance—asststant shall secure the
written approval of the president of the Florida State Schoo

for the Deaf and the Blind before he or she directs or
requests the parents of any child to take or send such child
to that school. Ten days' notice nust be given in the case of
a child who is ordered sent to that school. On refusal or
failure of the parent to neet such requirenent, the designated
school representative attendance—asststant shall report the
sane to the superintendent, and that official shall proceed to

take such action as is prescribed in s. 232.19(2).

(5) ) REPORT TO THE DI VI SION OF JOBS AND BENEFI TS. -- A
desi ghat ed school representative The—attendance—assistant
shall report to the Division of Jobs and Benefits of the

Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security or to any person
acting in simlar capacity who may be designated by law to
recei ve such notices, all violations of the Child Labor Law
that nmay cone to his or her know edge.

17
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1 (6) tgr RIGHT TO | NSPECT. - - A desi gnat ed schoo

2 | represent ati ve The—attendance—assistant shall have the sane

3| right of access to, and inspection of, establishnents where

4| minors may be enpl oyed or detained as is given by lawto the
5| Division of Jobs and Benefits only for the purpose of

6 | ascertai ning whether children of conpul sory school age are

7 | actual ly enployed there and are actually working there

8 | regularly. The designated school representative attendance

9 | asststant shall, if he or she finds unsatisfactory working

10| conditions or violations of the Child Labor Law, report his or
11| her findings to the Division of Jobs and Benefits or its

12 | agents.

13 (7) thyr RECORDS Reecort—of—visits. -- Each desi gnat ed

14 | school representative who perforns duties according to this
15 | secti on FThe—attendance—asststant shall keep an accurate record
16 | of all children returned to schools or honmes, of all cases

17 | prosecuted, and of all other service performed. A witten

18 | report of all such activities shall be nade quarterly to the
19 | school board and shall be filed in the office of the

20 | superintendent. If a child repeats a pattern of nonattendance
21| within one school year, the designated school representative
22 | shall resune the series of escalating activities at the point
23| at which he or she had previously left off.

24 Section 9. Section 232.19, Florida Statutes, 1996

25 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

26 232.19 Court procedure and penalties.--The court

27 | procedure and penalties for the enforcenent of the provisions
28 | of this chapter, relating to conpul sory school attendance

29 | shall be as foll ows:

30 (1) COURT JURI SDICTION. --The circuit court has

31| original and exclusive jurisdiction of all proceedings

18
CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

ENROLLED

1997 Legislature CS/ HBs 1309, 1143, 847, _697, 1391 & 203
Thi rd Engrossed

agai nst, or prosecutions of, children under the provisions of

this chapter. Proceedi ngs agai nst, or prosecutions of, parents

or enpl oyers as provided by this section shall be in the court

of each county having jurisdiction of msdeneanors wherein

trial by jury is afforded the defendant.

(2) NONENROLLMENT AND NONATTENDANCE CASES. - -

(a) In each case of nonenrol |l nent or of nonattendance
upon the part of a child who is required to attend sone
school, when no valid reason for such nonenrol |l ment or
nonat t endance i s found, the superintendent shall institute a
crimnal prosecution against the child' s parent.

(b) Each public school principal or the principal's

desi gnee shall notify the district school board of each ninor

under its jurisdiction who accunul ates 15 unexcused absences

in a period of 90 cal endar days. Each desi gnee of the

governi ng body of each private school, and each parent whose

child is enrolled in a hone education program nay provide the

Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbotor Vehicles with the |egal

nane, sex, date of birth, and social security nunber of each

m nor under his or her jurisdiction who fails to satisfy

rel evant attendance requirenents and who fails to otherwi se

satisfy the requirenents of s. 322.091. The superi nt endent

nmust provide the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mt or

Vehi cl es the | egal nane, sex, date of birth, and soci al

security nunber of each m nor who has been reported under this

par agraph and who fails to otherw se satisfy the requirenents
of s. 322.091. The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehicl es may not issue a driver's license or learner's

driver's license to, and shall suspend any previously issued

driver's license or learner's driver's license of, any such

m nor, pursuant to the provisions of s. 322.091.

19
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(3) HABI TUAL TRUANCY CASES.--1n accordance with

procedures established by the district school board, the

desi gnhat ed school representative The—school—sociat—worker—the
I . ’ I ool . I , e

ey . hool ol I I .

shall refer a student who is habitually truant and the

student's famly to the children-in-need-of-services and
fam |ies-in-need-of-services provider or the case staffing
committee, established pursuant to s. 39.426, as deternined by
t he cooperative agreenent required in this section. The case
staffing comrttee may request the Departnent of Juvenile
Justice or its designee to file a child-in-need-of-services
petition based upon the report and efforts of the schoo
district or other conmunity agency or may seek to resolve the
truancy behavi or through the school or community-based
organi zations or agencies. Prior to and subsequent to the
filing of a child-in-need-of-services petition due to habitua
truancy, the appropriate governmental agencies nust allow a
reasonable tine to conplete actions required by this
subsection to renedy the conditions |eading to the truant
behavior. The following criteria nust be net and docunented in
writing prior to the filing of a petition:

(a) The child nust have 15 unexcused absences within
90 cal endar days with or w thout the know edge or consent of
the child's parent or |egal guardian, nust be subject to

conpul sory school attendance, and nust not be exenpt under and

i s. 232.06, s. 232.09, or any other exenption specified by

|aw or the rules of the State Board of Educati on

20
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1 (b) In addition to the actions described in s. 232.17,
2 | the school adninistration nust have conpleted the foll ow ng

3] activities to deternine the cause, and to attenpt the

4 | renedi ation, of the child' s truant behavi or

5 1. After a mnimumof 3 and prior to 6 45 unexcused

6 | absences within 90 cal endar days, one or nore neetings nust

7 | have been held, either in person or by phone, between a

8 | desi gnat ed school representative school—attendance—assistant
9 | er—schoot—soetat—wetker, the child's parent or guardi an, and
10| the child, if necessary, to report and to attenpt to solve the
11 | truancy problem However, if the designated schoo

12 | represent ati ve schoot—attentdance—asststant—or—school—social
13 | worker has docunented the refusal of the parent or guardian to
14 | participate in the neetings, this requirenent has been net.

15 2. Educational counseling nust have been provided to
16 | det ermi ne whether curriculum changes would hel p solve the

17 | truancy problem and, if any changes were indicated, such

18 | changes nust have been instituted but proved unsuccessful in
19 | renedyi ng the truant behavior. Such curricul um changes nay
20 | include enrollment of the child in an alternative education
21 | programthat neets the specific educational and behaviora
22 | needs of the child, including a second chance school, as
23| provided for in s. 230.2316, designed to resolve truant
24 | behavi or.
25 3. Educational evaluation, which may incl ude
26 | psychol ogi cal eval uation, nust have been provided to assist in
27 | determining the specific condition, if any, that is
28 | contributing to the child' s nonattendance. The eval uation
29 | must have been suppl enented by specific efforts by the schoo
30| to renedy any di agnosed condition
31

21
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If a child who is subject to wthin—the conpul sory schoo
attendance age is responsive to the interventions described in

this paragraph and has conpl eted the necessary requirenents to
pass the current grade as indicated in the district pupi
progression plan, the child shall be passed.

(4) COCPERATI VE AGREEMENTS. - -

te) The district nmanager of the Departnent of Juvenile

Justice or the district nmanager's designee, the district

admi ni strator of the Departnent of Children and Fanmily

Services or the district adnministrator's desi gnee, and the

superintendent of the |local school district or the
superintendent's desi gnee nust devel op have—developed a
cooperative interagency agreenent that: whiech

(a) dearly defines each departnent's role,
responsibility, and function in working with habitual truants
and their famlies.

(b) ldentifies and inplenents neasures to resol ve and
reduce truant behavi or. Fhe—interagency—agreerent—shat-

¢ I I o
(c¢) Addresses atdress issues of streanlining service

delivery, the appropriateness of legal intervention, case
managenent, the role and responsibility of the case staffing
comm ttee, student and parental intervention and invol venent,
and community action plans. Fhe—interagency—agreerent—shat-
(d) Delineates detneate tinmefranes for inplenentation
and identifies +dent+fy a nechanismfor reporting results by

the district juvenile justice nmanager or the district
manager's desi gnee and the superintendent of schools or the
superintendent's designee to the Departnent of Juvenile
Justice and the Departnent of Education and ot her governnent al

entities as needed. FThe—cooperative—agreenrent—may—desighate

22
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(e) Designates which agency is shatt—be responsible

for each of the intervention steps in s—39%063#3)—ofr this
section, to +f—suech—destgnation—shat- yield nore effective and

efficient intervention services.
(5) (4 ATTENDANCE REG STER AS EVI DENCE. - - The regi ster
of attendance of pupils at a public, parochial

denomi national, or private school, or of pupils taught by a
private tutor, kept in conpliance with rul es ant—+egutations
of the state board is prinma facie evidence of the facts which
it isrequired to show A certified copy of any rule e+
regutation and a statenent of the date of its adoption and
prorutgation by the state board is admissible as prima facie
evi dence of the provisions of the stueh rul e er—regutatien and

of the date of its adoption er—proemugation.
(6) £5) PROCEEDI NGS AND PROSECUTI ONS; WHO MAY

BEQ N. - - Proceedi ngs or prosecutions under the—provistoens—of
this chapter may be commenced begur by the superintendent, by

a desi gnated school representative an—attendance—ass+stant, by
the probation officer of the county, by the executive officer

of any court of conpetent jurisdiction, or by an officer of
any court of conpetent jurisdiction, or by a duly authorized
agent of the Departnent of Education or the Departnent of

Juvenile Justice. |If a proceedi ng has been commenced agai nst

both a parent or legal guardian and a child pursuant to this

chapter, the presiding courts shall make every effort to

coordi nate sanctions against the child and parent or |ega

guardi an, including ordering the child and parent or |ega

guardi an to performconmnunity service hours or attend

counsel i ng toget her.

23
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(7) t6) PENALTIES. --The penalties for refusing or
failing to conply with the—previstons—of this chapter shall be

as foll ows:
(a) The parent or |egal guardian.--

1. A parent or |egal guardian who refuses or fails to

have a child who is under his or her control attend schoo
regularly, or who refuses or fails to conply with the
requirements in subsection (3), comits rs—guitty—of a
m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083 bytaw.

2. The continued or habitual absence of a child

wi thout the consent of the principal or teacher in charge of
t he school he or she attends or should attend, or of the tutor
who instructs or should instruct himor her, is prinma facie
evi dence of a violation of this chapter; however, a show ng

| E +1 . urisdi-etion i t hat

the parent or |egal guardian has made a bona fide and diligent

effort to control and keep the child in school +shall be an

affirmati ve defense to excuse—the—parent—froemany crimnal or
other liability under this subsection preseribed—hereirn and

the court shall refer the parent or |egal guardian and child

for counseling, guidance, or other needed services.
3. In addition to any other punishnent, the court

shal|l order a parent or |egal guardian who has violated this

section to send the child to school, and nay al so order the

parent or |legal guardian to participate in an approved parent

training class, attend school with the child unless this would

cause undue hardship, performcommunity service hours at the

school, or participate in counseling or other services, as

appropriate. |If a parent or legal guardian is ordered to

attend school with a child, the school shall provide for

24
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progranmi ng to educate the parent or |egal guardian and child

on the inportance of school attendance. It shall be unl awf ul

to termnate any enpl oyee solely because he or she is

attendi ng school with his or her child pursuant to a court

order.

(b) The principal or teacher.--A principal or teacher
in any eharge—of—a—sehoeolpublic, parochial, denom national
or private school, or a private tutor who willfully violates
any provision of this chapter may, upon satisfactory proof of
such violation, have his or her certificate revoked by the
Depart nent of Educati on.

(c) The enpl oyer. --

1. An enployer who fails to notify the superintendent
when he or she ceases to enploy a child conmts ts—gutty—of a
m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083 bytaw.

2. An enpl oyer who terminates any enpl oyee solely

because he or she is attending school with a child pursuant to

court order conmmits a nisdeneanor of the second degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
(d) The child.--
1. In addition to any other authorized sanctions, the

court shall order a child found to be a habitual truant to

make up all school work missed and nay order the child to pay

a civil penalty of up to $2, based on the child' s ability to

pay, for each day of school missed, performup to 25 comunity

service hours at the school, or participate in counseling or

ot her services, as appropriate.

2. Upon a second or subsequent finding that a child is

a habitual truant, the court, in addition to any other

aut hori zed sanctions, shall order the child to nake up al

25
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school work missed and may order the child to pay a civil

penalty of up to $5, based on the child's ability to pay, for

each day of school missed, performup to 50 community service

hours at the school, or participate in counseling or other

services, as appropriate.
Section 10. Section 232.195, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

232.195 Continuation of truancy renedial activities
upon transfer of student; retention of |egal jurisdiction.--

(1) If, during the activities designed to renedy
truant behavi or as described in s. 232.19, the parent or |ega
guardi an of the student who is the subject of such activities
transfers the student to another school district in this state
in an attenpt to circunvent the renedi al procedures which have
al ready begun, the administration of the school fromwhich the
student transferred shall provide to the adninistration of the
new school, at no charge, copies of all available records and
docunents relevant to such renedial activities, and the
admi ni stration of the new school shall begin renedial
activities in the programthat nost closely neets the transfer
student' s needs.

(2) In the event that a | egal proceeding has
commenced, as provided in s. 232.19(3), against a student who
has been determ ned to be a habitual truant, the novenent of
the student who is the subject of such proceedi ng to another
circuit court district inthis state will not affect the
jurisdiction of the court to proceed with the case under the
| aw.

Section 11. Section 232.197, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

26
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1 232.197 Notification to schools of court action.--1f a
2| court takes action that directly involves a child' s school
3lincluding, but not linited to, an order that a student attend
4| school, attend school with his or her parent or |ega

5| guardian, performat grade |level, or performcomunity service
6 | hours at the school, the office of the clerk of the court

7| shall provide notice to the school of the court's action

8 Section 12. Section 232.2452, Florida Statutes, is

9 | anended to read:

10 232. 2452 Report cards; end-of-the-year status.--

11 (1) Each school district shall establish and publish
12 | policies requiring the content and regul ar i ssuance of student
13 | report cards for all elenentary school, niddle school, and

14 | high school students. These report cards nust clearly depict
15| and grade:

16 (a) The student's academ c performance in each cl ass
17 | or course, which in grades 1 through 12 nust be based upon

18 | examinations as well as witten papers, class participation
19 | and other acadenic perfornance criteria.

20 (b) The student's conduct and behavi or

21 (c) The student's attendance, including absences and
22 | tardi ness.

23 (2) Each school district is encouraged to establish no
24 | fewer than two districtw de report card pickup days per year
25| to facilitate teacher-parent conferences and enhance parental
26 | responsibility for student performance and behavior. During a
27 | report card pickup day, each parent or guardian may visit his
28 | or her child's school and teacher and receive the child's

29 | report card during hours established by the district schoo

30| board. School districts are encouraged to establish flexible
31| scheduling of personnel during the hours designated by the

27
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1| district school board for report card pickup to all ow

2 | before-school, after-school, evening, or weekend opportunities
3| for parents to visit the school and teacher

4 (3) A student's final report card for a school year

5] shall contain a statenent indicating end-of-the-year status

6 | regardi ng performance or nonperfornance at grade |evel,

7 | acceptabl e or unaccept abl e behavi or and attendance, and

8 | pronoti on or nonpronotion

9

10| School districts shall not allow schools to exenpt students
11| from academ ¢ performance requirenents based on practices or
12 | policies designed to encourage student attendance.

13 Section 13. Subsection (4) is added to section 232.25
14 | Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent to read:

15 232.25 Pupils subject to control of school.--

16 (4) Each pupil enrolled in a school nay be required to
17 | take the followi ng school child' s daily conduct pledge:

18 (a) | will be respectful at all tines and obedi ent

19 | unl ess asked to do w ong.

20 (b) | will not hurt another person with ny words or ny
21| acts, because it is wong to hurt others.

22 (c) | will tell the truth, because it is wong to tel
23| alie.

24 (d) | will not steal, because it is wong to take

25 | soneone el se's property.

26 (e) | will respect ny body, and not take drugs.

27 (f) | will show strength and courage, and not do

28 | sonet hing wong, just because others are doing it.

29 (g) | pledge to be nonviolent and to respect ny

30 | teachers and fell ow cl assmat es.

31

28
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Section 14. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 322.05,
Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, are anended to read:

322.05 Persons not to be |icensed.--The departnent nay
not issue a |license:

(1) To a person who is under the age of 16 years,
except that the departnent nmay issue a learner's driver's
license to a person who is at |east 15 years of age and who
neets the requirenments of ss. 322.091 and 322. 1615 s—322-16%
and of any other applicable |law or rule.

(2) To a person who is at |east 16 years of age but is
under 18 years of age unless the person neets the requirenents
of s. 322.091 and holds a valid:

(a) Learner's driver's license for at |east 6 nonths

before applying for a license; or

(b) License that was issued in another state or in a
foreign jurisdiction and that would not be subject to
suspensi on or revocation under the laws of this state.

Section 15. Subsection (3) is added to section 322.009,
Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, as anended by section 4 of
chapter 93-144, Laws of Florida, to read:

322.09 Application of mnors.--

(3) The departnent may not issue a driver's license or

learner's driver's license to any applicant under the age of

18 years who is not in conpliance with the requirenents of s.
322.091.

Section 16. Section 322.091, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

322.091 Attendance requirenents. --
(1) ELIGBILITY REQU REMENTS FOR DRI VI NG
PRI VI LEGES.--A mnor is not eligible for driving privil eges

unl ess that ni nor

29
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(a) Is enrolled in a public school, nonpublic school

or hone education program and satisfies rel evant attendance

requi rements;

(b) Has received a high school diplom, a high schoo

equi val ency di ploma, a special diplom, or a certificate of

hi gh school conpl etion

(c) Is enrolled in a study course in preparation for

the Test of CGeneral Educational Devel opnent and satisfies

rel evant attendance requirenents;

(d) Is enrolled in other educational activities

approved by the district school board and satisfies rel evant

attendance requirenents;

(e) Has been issued a certificate of exenption

according to s. 232.06; or

(f) Has received a hardshi p waiver under this section

The departnent may not issue a driver's license or learner's

driver's license to, or shall suspend the driver's |icense or

learner's driver's license of, any minor concerning whomthe

departnent receives notification of nonconpliance with the

requirenents of this section

(2) NOTI FI CATI ON OF | NTENT TO SUSPEND; SUSPENSI ON
RECORD OF NONCOWPLI ANCE. - -

(a) The departnent shall notify each minor for whom

t he departnent has received notification of nonconpliance with

the requirenents of this section as provided in s. 232.19, and

the minor's parent or guardian, of the departnent's intent to

suspend the mnor's driving privil eges.

(b) The minor, or the parent or guardian of the m nor

has 15 cal endar days after the date of receipt of this notice

to provide proof of conpliance with the requirenents of this

30
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section as provided in subsection (4) or to request a hardship

wai ver hearing under subsection (3).

(c) Twenty days after the date of issuance of this

notice, the departnent shall suspend the mnor's operator's

license or learner's driver's license or record the | ega

nane, sex, date of birth, and social security nunber of each

m nor who does not possess a driver's license or |learner's

driver's license, unless the nminor has provided the departnent

with verification of conpliance with the requirenents of

subsection (1) or the appropriate school official has provided

the departnment with verification of a request for a waiver

heari ng.
(d) Upon notification of the outcone of a hardship

wai ver hearing, the departnent shall suspend the driver's

|icense or learner's driver's |icense of a mnor who was

deni ed a hardshi p waiver, or record the | egal nane, sex, date

of birth, and social security nunber of a mnor who does not

possess a driver's license or learner's driver's license and

who was deni ed a hardshi p wai ver.

(e) The departnent may not issue a driver's license or

learner's driver's license to any nminor for wahomit has a

record of nonconpliance with the requirenents of subsection

(1) unless the nminor submits verification of conpliance

pursuant to subsection (4).
(3) HARDSH P WAl VER AND APPEAL. - -
(a) A mnor, or the parent or guardian of a mnor, has

15 cal endar days after the date of receipt of the notice of

intent to suspend to request a hardshi p wai ver hearing before

the public school principal, the principal's designee, or the

desi gnee of the governing body of a private school for the

pur pose of review ng the pendi ng suspension of driving
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privileges. The school official receiving the request shal

notify the departnent of the request for a waiver hearing

within 24 hours after receiving the request. Public school

officials shall also notify the district school board of the

request for a waiver hearing. The hearing nust be conducted

within 30 cal endar days after the public school principal, the

principal's designee, or the designee of the governing body of

a private school receives the request.

(b) The public school principal, the principal's

desi gnee, or the designee of the governing body of a private

school shall waive the requirenents of subsection (1) for any

m nor under the school's jurisdiction for whom a personal or

fam ly hardship requires that the ninor have a driver's

license for his or her own, or his or her fanmly's, enploynent

or nedical care. The minor or the minor's parent or guardi an

may present other evidence that indicates conpliance with the

requi renments of subsection (1) at the waiver hearing. The

public school principal, the principal's designee, or the

desi gnee of the governing body of a private school shall take

into consideration the recomendati ons of teachers, other

school officials, guidance counsel ors, or acadenic advisers

before waiving the requirenents of subsection (1).

(c) The public school principal, the principal's

desi gnee, or the designee of the governing body of a private

school shall notify the departnent of the outcone of a minor's

har dshi p wai ver hearing within 24 hours after conducting the

hearing. Public school officials shall also notify the

di strict school board of the outcone of the hearing.

(d) Any person denied a hardship waiver by a public

school principal, the principal's designee, or the designee of

t he governing body of a private school nmy appeal the decision
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to the district school board or the governing body of the

private school. The district school board or the governing

body of the private school shall notify the departnent if the

har dshi p wai ver is subsequently granted.
(4) VERIFI CATI ON OF COVPLI ANCE AND REI NSTATEMENT. - - A
di strict school board shall provide a minor with witten

verification that he or she is in conpliance with the

requi renments of subsection (1) if the district deternines that

he or she has been in conpliance for 30 days prior to the

request for verification of conpliance. Upon receiving

witten verification that the mnor is again in conpliance

with the requirenments of subsection (1), the departnent shal

reinstate the mnor's driving privilege. Thereafter, if the

school district determines that the minor is not in conpliance

with the requirenments of subsection (1), the departnent shal

suspend the mnor's driving privilege until the nminor is 18

years of age or otherw se satisfies the requirenents of

subsection (1), whichever occurs first.
(5) REPORTI NG AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --The depart nment
shal|l report quarterly to each school district the | egal nane,

sex, date of birth, and social security nunber of each student

whose driving privileges have been suspended under this

secti on.

Section 17. Section 39.015, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

39.015 Rules relating to habitual truants; adoption by
Departnent of Education and Departnent of Juvenile
Justice.--The Departnent of Juvenile Justice and the
Departnent of Education shall work together on the devel opnent
of, and shall adopt, rules as necessary for the inplenentation

of ss. 39.01(73), 39.403(2), and 232. 19(3)—antd—{6)(a).
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Section 18. Section 230.235, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
230.235 Policy of zero tolerance for crine.--

(1) Each school district shall adopt a policy of zero

tol erance for crine and substance abuse pursuant to this

section. Such a policy shall include the reporting of

del i nquent acts and crines occurring whenever and wherever

students are under the jurisdiction of the school district.

(2) Each school district shall enter into an agreenent

with the county sheriff's office or | ocal police departnent

speci fying guidelines for ensuring that fel onies and viol ent

m sdenmeanors, whether committed by a student or adult, and

del i nquent acts that woul d be felonies or violent nisdeneanors

if coomitted by an adult, are reported to | aw enforcenent.

Such agreenents shall include the role of school resource

officers, if applicable, in handling reported incidents,

speci al circunstances in which school officials may handl e

incidents without filing a report to | aw enforcenent, and a

procedure for ensuring that school personnel properly report

appropriate delinquent acts and crines. The school principa

shal | be responsible for ensuring that all school personne

are properly inforned as to their responsibilities regardi ng

crinme reporting, that appropriate delinquent acts and crines

are properly reported, and that actions taken in cases with

speci al circunstances are properly taken and docunent ed.
Section 19. Section 232.277, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

232.277 Reports of suspected substance or al coho
abuse; exenption fromliability.--
(1) School personnel are required to report to the
principal or principal's designee any suspected unl awful use,
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possessi on, or sale by a student of any controlled substance,
as defined in s. 893.02; any counterfeit controlled substance,
as defined in s. 831.31; any al coholic beverage, as defined in
s. 561.01(4); or nodel glue. School personnel are exenpt from
civil liability when reporting in good faith to the proper
school authority such suspected unl awful use, possession, or
sale by a student. Only a principal or principal's designee
is authorized to contact a parent or |egal guardian of a
student regarding this situation

(2)(a) It is the intent of the Legislature that all

school students understand that the magnitude of the harm

caused by unl awful use, possession, or sale of the substances

set forth in subsection (1) nandates the reporting of

occurrences of such unlawful acts for prosecution or other

action as appropriate.

(b) Reports nmade and verified under subsection (1)

shall be forwarded to an appropriate agency.

(c) School personnel shall tinely notify the student's

parent, guardian, or legal custodian that a verified report

nmade under subsection (1) with respect to the student has been

nmade and forwarded as provided for in this subsection
Section 20. Effective Cctober 1, 1997, section
790. 115, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
790. 115 Possessing or dischargi ng weapons or firearns

on school property prohibited; penalties; exceptions.--

(1) A person who exhibits any sword, sword cane,
firearm electric weapon or device, destructive device, or
ot her weapon, including a razor blade, box cutter, or knife,

except as authorized in support of school -sancti oned

activities,in the presence of one or nore persons in a rude,
carel ess, angry, or threatening manner and not in |awf ul
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sel f-defense, on the grounds or facilities of any school
school bus, or school bus stop, or within 1,000 feet of the
real property that conprises a public or private el enentary
school, middle school, or secondary school, during schoo
hours or during the tine of a sanctioned school activity,
commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided
ins. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. This subsection does
not apply to the exhibition of a firearmor weapon on private
real property within 1,000 feet of a school by the owner of
such property or by a person whose presence on such property
has been authorized, licensed, or invited by the owner

(2)(a) A person shall not possess any firearm
el ectri c weapon or device, destructive device, or other
weapon, including a razor blade, box cutter, or knife, except

as authorized in support of school -sanctioned activities,on

the property of any school, school bus, or school bus stop
however, a person may carry a firearm

1. In acase to a firearns program class or function
whi ch has been approved in advance by the principal or chief
adm nistrative officer of the school as a programor class to
which firearns could be carried

2. In a case to a vocational school having a firearns
training range; or

3. In a vehicle pursuant to s. 790.25(5); except that

school districts may adopt witten and published policies that

wai ve the exception in this subparagraph for purposes of

student and canpus parking privil eges.

For the purposes of this section, "school" neans any
preschool, elenentary school, mddle school, junior high
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school, secondary school, vocational school, or postsecondary
school , whether public or nonpublic.

(b) A person who willfully and knowi ngly possesses any
el ectri c weapon or device, destructive device, or other
weapon, including a razor blade, box cutter, or knife, except

as authorized in support of school -sanctioned activities,in

violation of this subsection comrits a felony of the third
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or
s. 775.084.

(c)1l. A person who willfully and knowi ngly possesses
any firearmin violation of this subsection commits a fel ony
of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
775.083, or s. 775.084.

2. A person who stores or |leaves a | oaded firearm

within the reach or easy access of a minor who obtains the

firearmand conmmits a violation of subparagraph 1. conmits a

m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083; except that this does not apply if the
firearmwas stored or left in a securely | ocked box or

container or in a |location which a reasonabl e person woul d

have believed to be secure, or was securely |l ocked with a

firearm nounted push-button conbination |ock or a trigger

lock; if the minor obtains the firearmas a result of an

unl awful entry by any person; or to nenbers of the Arned

Forces, National Guard, or State Mlitia, or to police or

other | aw enforcenent officers, with respect to firearm

possession by a minor which occurs during or incidental to the

perfornmance of their official duties.

(d) A person who di scharges any weapon or firearm
while in violation of paragraph (a), unless discharged for
| awf ul defense of hinself or another or for a | awful purpose,
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commits a felony of the second degree, punishable as provided

ins. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

(e) The penalties of this subsection shall not apply
to persons |icensed under s. 790.06. Persons |icensed under
s. 790.06 shall be punished as provided in s. 790.06(12),
except that a |icenseholder who unlawfully di scharges a weapon
or firearmon school property as prohibited by this subsection
commits a felony of the second degree, punishable as provided
ins. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

(3) This section does not apply to any | aw enforcenent
officer as defined in s. 943.10(1), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7),
(8), (9), or (14).

Section 21. Section 230.23015, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

230. 23015 Students violating s. 784.081; expul sion or
and placenent in alternative school setting.--Notw thstanding
any other provision of law, each district school board shal
adopt rules providing that any student found to have committed
a violation of s. 784.081(1), (2), or (3)shall be expelled or

<@and placed in an alternative school setting or other youth

services or justice program as appropriate for—a—mrirum
per+od—of—1—year. Upon being charged with the offense, the

student shall be renoved fromthe classroominredi ately and

placed in an alternative school setting pending disposition
Section 22. Section 322.0601, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed
Section 23. Section 232.433, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
232.433 Safety standards for cheerl eaders.--The
Fl orida H gh School Activities Association or successor

organi zation shall adopt statew de uniform safety standards
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1| for student cheerl eaders and spirit groups that participate in
2 | any school activity or extracurricul ar student activity. The
3| Florida H gh School Activities Association or successor

4| organi zation shall adopt the "Oficial H gh School Spirit

5] Rules,"” published by the National Federation of State High

6 | School Associations, as the statew de uniformsafety

7 | standards.

8 Section 24. Subsection (8) is added to section

9] 228.057, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, to read:

10 228.057 Public school parental choice.--

11 (8) Notwithstandi ng any provision of this section, a
12 | school district with schools operating on both nmultiple

13 | session schedul es and singl e session schedul es shall afford
14 | parents of students in nultiple session schools preferred

15| access to the controlled open enroll nent program of the schoo
16 | district.

17 Section 25. The intent of sections 26 and 27 of this
18 | act is to create a positive and safe | earning environnment for
19| the children of Florida and to keep disruptive children from
20| affecting the ability of public school students to |earn

21 Section 26. Subsection (5) of section 39.045, Florida
22 | Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

23 39.045 QCaths; records; confidential information.--

24 (5) Except as provided in subsections (3), (8), (9),
25| and (10), and s. 943.053, all information obtained under this
26 | part in the discharge of official duty by any judge, any

27 | enpl oyee of the court, any authorized agent of the Departnent
28 | of Juvenile Justice, the Parol e Comm ssion, the Juvenile

29 | Justice Advisory Board, the Departnent of Corrections, the

30| district juvenile justice boards, any |aw enforcenent agent,
31| or any licensed professional or |icensed conunity agency
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representative participating in the assessnent or treatnment of
a juvenile is confidential and may be disclosed only to the
aut hori zed personnel of the court, the Departnent of Juvenile
Justice and its designees, the Departnent of Corrections, the
Par ol e Conmi ssion, the Juvenile Justice Advisory Board, |aw
enf orcenent agents, school superintendents and their
desi gnees, any licensed professional or licensed commnity
agency representative participating in the assessnent or
treatnent of a juvenile, and others entitled under this part
to receive that information, or upon order of the court.
Wthin each county, the sheriff, the chiefs of police, the
di strict school superintendent, and the departnent shall enter
into an interagency agreenent for the purpose of sharing
i nformati on about juvenile offenders anong all parties. The
agreenent nust specify the conditions under which sumary
crimnal history information is to be nade available to
appropriate school personnel, and the conditions under which
school records are to be nade available to appropriate
departnment personnel. Such agreenent shall require

notification to any classroomteacher of assignment to the

teacher's classroomof a juvenile who has been placed in a

community control or commitnent programfor a felony offense

The agencies entering into such agreenent nust conply with s.
943. 0525, and nust maintain the confidentiality of information
that is otherwi se exenpt froms. 119.07(1), as provided by
| aw.

Section 27. Subsection (9) of section 948.03, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

948.03 Terns and conditions of probation or community
control . --

40

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

ENROLLED
1997 Legislature CS/ HBs 1309, 1143, 847, _697, 1391 & 203
Thi rd Engrossed
(9)(a) As a condition of community control, probation
or probation followi ng incarceration, require an offender who
has not obtai ned a high school diploma or high schoo
equi val ency di pl oma or who |acks basic or functional l|iteracy
skills, upon acceptance by an adult education program to nake
a good faith effort toward conpl etion of such basic or
functional literacy skills or high school equival ency diplong,
as defined in s.ss—228-06713—and 229.814, in accordance wth
t he assessed adult general education needs of the individua
of fender. The court shall not revoke comunity control
probation, or probation follow ng incarceration because of the
offender's inability to achi eve such skills or diploma but may
revoke community control, probation, or probation follow ng
incarceration if the offender fails to nake a good faith
effort to achieve such skills or diplom. The court nmay grant
early term nation of community control, probation, or
probation follow ng incarceration upon the offender's
successful conpletion of the approved program As used in
this subsection, "good faith effort” neans the offender is
enrolled in a programof instruction and is attending and
nmaki ng satisfactory progress toward conpl etion of the
requi rements.
(b) A juvenile on community control who is a public

school student nust attend a public adult education program or

a dropout prevention program pursuant to s. 230.2316, which

i ncl udes a second chance school or an alternative to

expul sion, if the school district where the juvenile is

enrol |l ed offers such prograns, unless the principal of the

school deternines that special circunstances warrant

continuation in the regul ar educati onal school program
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(c) If ajuvenile on comunity control attends a

regul ar educati onal school program because a public adult

educati on program or dropout prevention program which

i ncl udes a second chance school or an alternative to

expul sion, is not available in the school district, the

identity of the juvenile on comunity control, the nature of

the felony offense comrtted by the juvenile, and the

conditions of conmmunity control nust be made known to each of

© 00 N o O W DN P
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Section 28. Except as otherw se provided in this act,
this act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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