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By the Conmittee on Law Enforcenent & Public Safety and
Represent ati ve Lacasa

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to state uniformtraffic

3 control; amending s. 316.075, F.S.; revising

4 | anguage with respect to traffic control signa
5 devi ces; amending s. 316.192, F.S.; providing
6 that intentionally driving a vehicle through an
7 intersection facing a steady red signal under

8 certain circunstances constitutes reckless

9 driving; reenacting ss. 316.072(4)(b),

10 318.17(4), 322.61(1)(b), 397.405(10), and

11 401.113(1), F.S., relating to public officers
12 and enpl oyees obeying traffic | aws, offenses
13 excepted fromthe provisions of ch. 318, F. S
14 disqualification fromoperating a comerci al

15 not or vehicle, exenptions fromlicensure, and
16 t he Energency Medical Services Trust Fund, to
17 i ncorporate said anendnent in cross references;
18 anending s. 318.18, F.S.; increasing the fine
19 for driving a vehicle through an intersection
20 facing a steady red signal; providing for

21 suspension of license for second or subsequent
22 of fense; reenacting ss. 318.14(2) and (5) and
23 318.15(1), F.S., relating to noncrim na

24 traffic infractions and failure to conply with
25 civil penalty or to appear, to incorporate said
26 anmendnent in cross references; providing an

27 ef fective date.

28

29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30

31
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1 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
2] 316.075, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to

3| read:

4 316.075 Traffic control signal devices.--Except for

5] automatic warning signal lights installed or to be installed

6 | at railroad crossings, whenever traffic, including nmunicipa

7| traffic, is controlled by traffic control signals exhibiting

8| different colored lights, or colored |lighted arrows,

9 | successively one at a tine or in conbination, only the colors
10| green, red and yellow shall be used, except for special

11 | pedestrian signals carrying a word | egend, and the lights

12 | shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and

13 | pedestrians as foll ows:

14 (2) STEADY YELLOW | NDI CATI ON. - -

15 (a) Vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow signal is
16 | thereby warned that the related green novenent is being

17 | terminated, o that a red indication will be exhibited

18 | imedi ately thereafter when vehicular traffic shall not enter
19| the intersection, that there nay be insufficient tine to cross
20| the intersection safely, and that other vehicles may enter the
21 | intersection as pernitted by their traffic control signa
22 | devi ce.
23 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 316.192, Florida
24 | Statutes, is anended to read:
25 316. 192 Reckl ess driving.--
26 (1) (a) Any person who drives any vehicle in willful or
27 | wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property comits
28 |<&>its—guitty—of reckl ess driving.
29 (b) Any person who intentionally drives a vehicle
30| through an intersection facing a steady red signal, in
31| violation of s. 316.075(3)(a), and such intentional act
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results in bodily harmto any person or danmage to any vehicle

or other property, commits reckless driving.

(2) Any person convicted of reckless driving shall be
puni shed:

(a) Upon a first conviction, by inprisonnent for a
period of not nore than 90 days or by fine of not |ess than
$25 nor nore than $500, or by both such fine and inprisonment.

(b) On a second or subsequent conviction, by
i mprisonnent for not nore than 6 nonths or by a fine of not
| ess than $50 nor nore than $1,000, or by both such fine and
imprisonnent. In addition, if the person's reckless driving
causes or results in the death of another, the person nay
serve 120 conmmunity hours as provided in s. 316.027(4).

(3) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this
section, $5 shall be added to a fine inposed pursuant to this
section, which $5 shall be deposited in the Energency Medica
Services Trust Fund.

(4) In addition to any other penalty provided under
this section, if the court has reasonabl e cause to believe
that the use of al cohol, chenical substances set forth in s.
877.111, or substances controll ed under chapter 893
contributed to a violation of this section, the court shal
direct the person so convicted to conplete the substance abuse
course provided in s. 316.193(5) within a reasonable period of
time specified by the court. The agency conducting such
course may refer the person to an authorized agency for
subst ance abuse evaluation and treatnent. The directive of
the court requiring conpletion of such course shall be
enforced as provided in s. 322.245. |If a person referred to a
subst ance abuse education course or treatnent under this
subsection fails to report for or conplete such treatnent or

3

CODI NG Wor ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 CS/ HB 133
604- 107- 97

1| education, the agency conducting the DU programshall notify
2| the court and the departnment of the failure. Upon receipt of
3| such notice, the departnent shall cancel the person's driving
4| privilege. The departnent shall reinstate the driving
5] privil ege when the person conpl etes the substance abuse
6 | education course or reenters treatnent required under this
7 | subsecti on.
8 Section 3. For the purpose of incorporating the
9 | anendnent to section 316.192, Florida Statutes, in references
10 | thereto, the sections or subdivisions of Florida Statutes set
11 | forth bel ow are reenacted to read:
12 316. 072 hedience to and effect of traffic |aws.--
13 (4) PUBLIC OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES TO OBEY CHAPTER;
14 | EXCEPTI ONS. - -
15 (b) Unless specifically nmade applicable, the
16 | provisions of this chapter, except those contained in ss.
17 | 316. 192, 316.1925, and 316. 193, shall not apply to persons,
18 | teans, or notor vehicles and other equi pnent while actually
19 | engaged in work upon the surface of a highway, but shall apply
20| to such persons and vehicles when traveling to or from such
21 | work.
22 318.17 O fenses excepted.--No provision of this
23 | chapter is available to a person who is charged with any of
24 | the follow ng of fenses:
25 (4) Reckless driving, in violation of s. 316.192;
26 322.61 Disqualification fromoperating a comerci al
27 | notor vehicle.--
28 (1) A person who, within a 3-year period, is convicted
29| of two of the follow ng serious traffic violations or any
30 | conbi nation thereof, arising in separate incidents comrtted
31| in a comrercial notor vehicle shall, in addition to any other
4
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1| applicable penalties, be disqualified fromoperating a

2| comercial notor vehicle for a period of 60 days:

3 (b) Reckless driving, as defined in s. 316.192;

4 397.405 Exenptions fromlicensure.--The follow ng are
5| exenpt fromthe licensing provisions of this chapter

6 (10) DU education and screening services required to
7 | be attended pursuant to ss. 316.192, 316.193, 322.095,

8| 322.271, and 322.291 are exenpt fromlicensure under this

9| chapter. Treatnent prograns nust continue to be |licensed

10 | under this chapter

11

12 | The exenptions fromlicensure in this section do not apply to
13| any facility or entity which receives an appropriation, grant,
14 ) or contract fromthe state to operate as a service provider as
15| defined in this chapter or to any substance abuse program

16 | regul ated pursuant to s. 397.406. No provision of this

17 | chapter shall be construed to linit the practice of a

18 | physician |icensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, a

19 | psychol ogi st |icensed under chapter 490, or a psychot herapi st
20| licensed under chapter 491, providing outpatient or inpatient
21 | substance abuse treatnent to a voluntary patient, so long as
22 | the physician, psychol ogi st, or psychotherapi st does not
23 | represent to the public that he or she is a licensed service
24 | provider under this act. Failure to conply with any
25 | requi renent necessary to nmaintain an exenpt status under this
26 | section is a msdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as
27 | provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
28 401. 113 Departnent; powers and duties.--
29 (1) Funds deposited into the Energency Medica
30 | Services Trust Fund as provided by ss. 316.061, 316. 192,
31
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316. 193, and 318.21 nust be used solely to inprove and expand
prehospital energency nedical services in the state.

Section 4. Subsection (12) is added to section 318. 18,
Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, to read:

318.18 Anount of civil penalties.--The penalties
required for a noncrimnal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14
are as foll ows:

(12) One hundred dollars for a violation of s.

316.075(3)(a), driving a vehicle through an intersection

facing a steady red signal. If, at a hearing, the all eged

offender is found to have commtted this of fense, the court

shall inpose a minimumcivil penalty of $100. In addition to

this penalty, for a second or subsequent offense within a

period of 5 years, the departnent shall suspend the driver

license of the person for not |less than 90 days and not nore

t han 6 nont hs.

Section 5. For the purposes of incorporating the
amendnent to section 318.18, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, in references thereto, the sections or
subdi visions of Florida Statutes set forth bel ow are reenacted
to read:

318.14 Noncrimnal traffic infractions; exception
procedures. - -

(2) Except as provided in s. 316.1001(2), any person
cited for an infraction under this section nust sign and
accept a citation indicating a prom se to appear. The officer
may indicate on the traffic citation the tine and | ocation of
t he schedul ed hearing and nust indicate the applicable civil
penalty established in s. 318.18.

(5) Any person electing to appear before the
designated official or who is required so to appear shall be

6
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deened to have waived his or her right to the civil penalty
provisions of s. 318.18. The official, after a hearing, shal
nake a determi nation as to whether an infraction has been
commtted. If the conmission of an infraction has been proven,
the official may inpose a civil penalty not to exceed $500,
except that in cases involving unlawful speed in a schoo

zone, involving unlawful speed in a construction zone, or

i nvolving a death, the civil penalty may not exceed $1, 000; or
require attendance at a driver inprovenent school, or both. If
the official determ nes that no infraction has been comm tted,
no costs or penalties shall be inposed and any costs or

penal ties that have been paid shall be returned.

318.15 Failure to conply with civil penalty or to
appear; penalty.--

(1) If a person fails to conply with the civil
penalties provided in s. 318.18 within the tine period
specified in s. 318.14(4), fails to attend driver inprovenent
school, or fails to appear at a schedul ed hearing, the clerk
of the court shall notify the Division of Driver Licenses of
t he Departnent of H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles of such
failure within 5 days after such failure. Upon receipt of
such notice, the departnent shall inmediately issue an order
suspending the driver's license and privilege to drive of such
person effective 20 days after the date the order of
suspension is mailed in accordance with s. 322.251(1), (2),
and (6). Any such suspension of the driving privilege which
has not been reinstated, including a simlar suspension
i nposed outside Florida, shall renmain on the records of the
departnment for a period of 7 years fromthe date i nposed and
shal |l be renoved fromthe records after the expiration of 7
years fromthe date it is inposed
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1 (2) After suspension of the driver's license and

2| privilege to drive of a person under subsection (1), the

3] license and privilege may not be reinstated until the person
4| conplies with all obligations and penalties inposed on himor
5| her under s. 318.18 and presents to a driver license office a
6| certificate of conpliance issued by the court, together with
7 | the $25 nonrefundabl e service fee inposed under s. 322.29, or
8 | pays the aforementioned $25 service fee to the clerk of the
9| court clearing such suspension. Such person shall also be in
10 | conpliance with requirenents of chapter 322 prior to

11 | rei nstatenent .

12 Section 6. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.
13
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