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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 1368
By Senator CGutnman

34-1223-98 See HB

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Mam River;

establishing the Mani R ver Conm ssion

provi di ng purposes; providing for a policy

committee, a managing director, and a working

group; specifying nenbership of the commttee;

provi di ng powers and duties of the conmittee;

requiring a report; providing an appropriation

providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the Manm River falls under the jurisdiction
of four |evels of governnent, federal, state, county, and
municipal, with at | east 36 separate agencies charged with
carrying out their respective responsibilities, and

WHEREAS, the Manm River |acks unified managenent,
political |eadership, and accountability, and

WHEREAS, the Mam River Coordinating Conmmittee was
established to address the situation and has succeeded in
providing a forumfor interagency exchange of information and
public discussion of river issues but has not been able to
bring about effective resolution of existing problens, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1)(a) The Mam River Commission is

her eby establ i shed as the official clearinghouse for al

public policy and projects related to the Mam River to unite

al | governnental agencies, businesses, and residents in the

area to speak with one voice on river issues, to devel op

coordinated plans, priorities, prograns, projects, and budgets
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that night substantially inprove the river area, and to act as

the princi pal advocate and watchdog to ensure that river

projects are funded and inplenented in a proper and tinely

manner .
(b) The commi ssion may seek and receive funding to

i npl erent river inprovenent projects of the conm ssion

Nothing in this act affects or supersedes the regul atory

authority of any governnental agency or any | ocal governnent

and any responsibilities of any governmental entity relating

to the Manm River shall remain with such respective

governnental entity. However, the conmi ssion nay accept any

specifically defined authority del egated to the comi ssi on by

any governnental entity, through a nenorandum of under standi ng

or other legal instrunment. The conmi ssion shall use powers of

persuasion to achieve its objectives through the process of

bui |l ding a consensus work plan and through wi despread

publication of regul ar progress reports.

(2) The Mam River Conm ssion shall consist of:

(a) A policy conmittee conprised of a nenber of the

United States Congressional del egation, a representative of
the United States Coast @uard, the Captain of the Port of
M ani, the Governor, the chair of the Dade del egation, the

chair of the governing board of the South Florida Water
Managenent District, the Mani-Dade County State Attorney, the
Mayor of Mam, the Mayor of M ani-Dade County, a conmi ssi oner

of the Gty of Mani Conmi ssion, a conmm ssioner of the

M ani - Dade County Commi ssion, the chair of the Mam River

Mari ne Group, the chair of the Marine Council, the Executive

Director of the Downtown Devel opnent Authority, and the chair

of the G eater Mani Chanber of Commerce; two representatives

each fromthe Spring Garden Nei ghborhood Association, the
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Grove Par k Nei ghborhood Association, and the Mam River

Nei ghbor hood Enhancenent Corporation, one from each appoint ed

by the city conmission and one from each appointed by the

county conmi ssion, selected froma list of 3 nanes subnitted

by each such organi zation; one representative froman

environnental or civic association, appointed by the Governor

and three nenbers-at-large, who shall be persons who have a

denonstrated history of involvenent on the Man River through

busi ness, residence, or volunteer activity, one appointed by

t he Governor, one appointed by the city conmi ssion, and one

appoi nted by the county commission. Al nmenbers shall be

voti ng nenbers, except the nenber of Congress and the Captain

of the Port of Mani who shall be ex officio, nonvoting

nenbers. The policy conmttee nay neet nonthly, but shal

neet at |east quarterly.

(b) A managing director who has the responsibility to

i npl erent pl ans and prograns.

(c) A working group consisting of all governnental

agenci es that have jurisdiction in the Mam River area, as

wel |l as representatives from busi ness and civic associ ati ons.

(3) The policy comitted shall have the foll ow ng

powers and duti es:

(a) Consolidate existing plans, prograns, and

proposals into a coordinated strategic plan for inprovenent of

the Mani River and surroundi ng areas, addressing

environnental, economc, social, recreational, and aesthetic

i ssues. The conmittee shall nonitor the progress on each

el ement of such plan and shall revise the plan regul arly.

(b) Prepare an integrated financial plan nodeled after

the South Florida Ecosystem Restorati on Wrking G oup. The
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commttee shall nonitor the progress on each el enent of such

pl an and revise the plan regularly.

(c) Provide technical assistance and political support

as needed to help inplenent each el enent of the strategic and

financial pl ans.

(d) Accept any specifically defined authority

del egated to the committee by any | evel of governnent through

a nmenor andum of understanding or other |egal instrunent.

(e) Publicize a seniannual report describing

acconpl i shnents of the conm ssion and each nenber agency, as

well as the status of each pending task. The committee shal

distribute the report to the City and County Conmi ssions and

Mayors, the Governor, chair of the Dade County del egati on

st akehol ders and the | ocal nedia.

(f) Seek grants frompublic and private sources and

receive grant funds and adm ni ster contracts.

(g) Coordinate a joint planning area agreenent between

the Departnent of Community Affairs, the city, and the county
under the provisions of s. 163.3177(11)(a),(b), and (c),
Fl ori da Statutes.

(h) Provide a forumfor exchange of infornmation and

facilitate the resolution of conflicts.

(i) Act as a clearinghouse for public information and

conduct public education prograns.

(j) Establish the Mam River working group, appoint

nenbers to the group, and organi ze subconmi ttees, del egate

tasks, and seek council from nenbers of the working group as

necessary to carry out the powers and duties listed in this

subsecti on.
(k) Elect officers and adopt rules of procedure as

necessary to carry out the powers and duties |listed above.
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1| Replace policy conmittee nmenbers who do not participate on a

2 | regul ar basis.

3 (1) Hre the nmanagi ng director, who shall be

4 | authorized to represent the conmission and to inplenent al

5] policies, plans, and prograns of the commi ssion. The conmittee

6 | shall enploy any additional staff necessary to assist the

7 | managi ng director.

8 Section 2. The sum of $225,000 is hereby appropriated

9| fromthe CGeneral Revenue Fund to the Mani River Commission to

10| i npl enment the provisions of this act.

11 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

12 | I aw
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Creates the Mam River Conmission. Provides for a policy
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18 and duties of the conmttee. See bill for details.
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