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By the Conmittee on Finance & Taxation and Representative
Stafford

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to taxation; creating s.

3 197. 4155, F. S.; authorizing county tax

4 collectors to inplenment an install nent payment
5 program for del i nquent personal property taxes;
6 providing conditions for participation in the
7 program by taxpayers; providing application

8 requi rements; authorizing the tax collector to
9 prescribe an install nent paynment plan and

10 providing requirenents with respect thereto;

11 providing that tax warrants agai nst a taxpayer
12 participating in a plan are unenforceable if

13 specified conditions are net; authorizing the
14 tax collector to use all legally available

15 enforcenent nmethods if taxes due under an

16 installment plan are not paid in full; anmending
17 s. 197.432, F.S.; revising requirenents for

18 calculating the rate of interest on void tax
19 certificates; prohibiting holders of tax

20 certificates fromcontacting property owners
21 and demandi ng paynment wi thout approval of the
22 Departnent of Revenue; anmending s. 197.472

23 F.S.; specifying the amount of interest earned
24 when a tax certificate is redeenmed and

25 elimnating a mandatory ni ni num char ge;

26 anmending s. 197.172, F.S., relating to interest
27 on tax certificates, to conform creating s.

28 213.68, F.S.; specifying the garni shnent

29 authority and procedures applicable to counties
30 whi ch self-adninister the | ocal option tourist
31 devel opnent tax; providing an effective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 197.4155, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
197. 4155 Del i nquent personal property taxes;

i nstal | rent paynent program --

(1) A county tax collector may inplenent an

i nstal |l rent paynent programfor the paynent of delinquent

personal property taxes. If inplenented, the program nust be

avai |l abl e, upon application to the tax collector, to each

del i nquent personal property taxpayer whose deli nquent

personal property taxes exceed $1,000. The tax collector shal

requi re each taxpayer who requests to participate in the

programto submit an application on a formprescribed by the

tax collector which, at a m ninum nust include the nane,

address, and tel ephone nunber of the taxpayer, a description

of the property subject to personal property taxes, and the

anount of the personal property taxes owed by the taxpayer.

(2) Wthin 10 days after a taxpayer who owes

del i nquent personal property taxes submits the required

application, the tax collector shall prescribe an install nent

payrment plan for the full paynent of the taxpayer's delinquent

personal property taxes, including any delinguency charges,

interest, and costs allowed by this chapter. In prescribing

such an install ment paynent plan, the tax collector nmay

exercise flexibility as to dates, anpunts, and nunber of

payments to collect all delinquent personal property taxes

owed by the taxpayer, except that the plan nust provide for

the full satisfaction of all anpbunts owed by the taxpayer by 2

years after the due date of the first paynment under the plan

or 6 nonths before the date on which the tax warrant on the
2
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1| deli nquent personal property taxes becones unenforceabl e under
2| s. 197.416, whichever is earlier

3 (3) If atax warrant is issued under s. 197.413

4 | agai nst a deli nquent taxpayer who is participating in an
5]install nent paynent plan under this section, the tax warrant

6| is unenforceable as long as the taxpayer is neither delinquent
7 | under the terns of the install nent paynent plan nor attenpting
8| to renpve or dispose of the personal property that is subject
9|to the tax warrant.

10 (4) |If the anounts due under the install nent paynent

11| plan are not paid in full in accordance with the terns of the
12 | plan, the tax collector may use all enforcenent nethods

13 | avai |l abl e under the | aw.

14 Section 2. Subsection (10) of section 197.432, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended, and subsection (14) is added to said

16 | section, to read:

17 197.432 Sale of tax certificates for unpaid taxes.--
18 (10) Any tax certificates issued pursuant to this

19 | section after January 1, 1977, which are void due to an error
20| of the property appraiser, the tax collector, any other county
21| official, or any nunicipal official and which are subsequently
22 | cancel ed, or which are corrected, pursuant to this chapter or
23 | chapter 196 shall earn interest at the rate of 8 percent per
24 | year, sinple interest, or the rate of interest bid at the tax
25| certificate sale, whichever is |less,calculated fromthe date
26 | the certificate was purchased until the date the refund is
27 | ordered. Refunds made on tax certificates that are corrected
28 | or void shall be processed in accordance with the procedure
29 | set forth in s. 197.182, except that the 4-year tine period
30| provided for ins. 197.182(1)(c) does not apply to or bar
31
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1| refunds resulting fromcorrection or cancellation of

2| certificates and rel ease of tax deeds as authorized herein.

3 (14) The holder of a tax certificate or his or her

4 | agent shall not contact the owner of property upon which he or
5] she holds a tax certificate and denmand paynent unless the

6 | Departnent of Revenue approves such contact.

7 Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 197.172, Florida
8| Statutes, is anended to read:

9 197.172 Interest rate; calculation and m ni num - -

10 (2) The maximumrate of interest on a tax certificate
11| shall be 18 percent per year; however, a tax certificate shal
12 | not bear interest nor——shatH—thermandatery—echarge—as—provided
13 | by—s—197+472(2)—bet+evied during the 60-day period of tine

14 | fromthe date of delinquency, except the 3 percent mandatory
15 | charge under subsection (1). No tax certificate sold before
16 | March 23, 1992, shall bear interest nor—shaH—thernandatory

17 | eharge—asprovided—by—s—197472(2—bet+evied in excess of the
18 | interest or charge provided herein, except as to those tax

19 | certificates upon which charges thermandatery—echarge—=as

20 | providet—by—s—19+472(2)——shat+ have been coll ected and paid.
21 Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 197.472, Florida
22 | Statutes, is anended to read:

23 197. 472 Redenption of tax certificates.--

24 (2) Wen a tax certificate is redeened, and the

25| interest earned shall be the ampunt bid at the tax certificate
26 | sale calculated according to s. 197.172(2) en—the—tax

27 | eertiHecate—+stess—than5percent—of—theface—ampunt—of—the
28 | eerti-Hecate—anmandatory—charge—of—5percent—shalH—betevied
29 | upon—the—tax—ecertifecate—Theperson—r+edeenng—the—tax

30 | eertiHecate—shaH—pay—the—interest—rate—due—on—the—certifiecate
31 | er—the—5-percent—rmandatory—charge,—whichever—s—greater—Fhis
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1 | subsecttoen—apptHes—to—atH——county—hetd—tax—certifHecates—and—at-
2 | tatividval—tax—certiieates—except—those—wth—an—i+nterest—rate
3 | bird—of—zero—percent.

4 Section 5. Section 213.68, Florida Statutes, is

5| created to read

6 213.68 Garnishment; collecting entity of counties
7 | which self-adninister collection of tourist devel opnent

8| tax.--The collecting entity of a county which self-adninisters
9] the collection of the tourist devel opnent tax under s.

10| 125. 0104 shall have the same authority and use the sane

11 | procedure as described in s. 213.67.

12 Section 6. This act shall take effect 60 days after
13 | beconing a | aw.
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