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By Representative Stabins

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to water nanagenent; anending

3 s. 373.073, F.S.; providing for a pilot project
4 establ i shing additional guidelines for

5 appoi ntnent to a water nmanagenent district

6 governi ng board; anending s. 373.079, F.S.

7 requiring the appointnment of district executive
8 directors by the Governor; providing for duties
9 and training of water nanagenent district

10 enpl oyees; authorizing the enploynent of an

11 onbudsman; requiring reconfirmation of district
12 executive directors every 4 years; anending s.
13 373.139, F.S.; authorizing the use of land for
14 mul ti pl e purposes; anending s. 373.501, F.S.

15 exenpti ng wat er nmanagenent districts from

16 i mpl erenti ng unfunded del egated prograns and

17 responsibilities; creating s. 373.537, F. S

18 establishing a cap on water nanagenent district
19 mllage rates; creating the Water Managenent

20 Di strict Enployee Conpensation Study

21 Conmi ssion; requiring a report to the Governor
22 and the Legislature; providing an effective

23 dat e.

24

25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26

27 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and
28 | subsection (2) of section 373.073, Florida Statutes, are
29 | anended to read:

30 373.073 CGoverning board. - -

31
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1 (1) (a) The governing board of each water nanagenent

2| district shall be conposed of 9 nenbers who shall reside

3| within the district, except that the Sout hwest Florida Water

4 | Managenent District shall be conposed of 11 nenbers who shal

5| reside within the district. The termof office of nmenbers of
6 | the board shall be 4 years and shall be construed to commence
7| on March 2 preceding the date of appointnent and to termninate
8| March 1 of the year of the end of a term Menbers of the

9 | governi ng boards continued under this chapter shall be

10 | appointed fromthe district at |arge as vacanci es occur on the
11 | governing boards. Such vacancies shall be filled according to
12 | t he restdeney requirenents of paragraph (b) and subsection

13 {(2).

14 (2)(a) In addition to the residency requirenents for
15| the governing boards in subsection (1), the Departnent of

16 | Environnental Protection shall initiate a pilot project in one
17 | of the water nmanagenent districts to provide that nenbers of
18 | t he governi ng board nust be appointed so that the interests of
19 | agricultural users, urban users, private or public water

20| supply entities, and other public interests are specifically
21 | represented on the governing board. The pil ot project

22 | governing board nust also include a nenber with experience in
23 | hydrogeol ogy, a nenber with experience in engineering, and a
24 | nenber with experience in finance and econonics. The

25 | departnent shall report to the President of the Senate and the
26 | Speaker of the House of Representatives on the results of the
27 | pil ot project as soon as feasible.

28 (b) Members of the governing boards shall be appointed
29 | by the Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate at the
30 | next regular session of the Legislature, and the refusal or

31
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1| failure of the Senate to confirm an appointnent shall create a
2 | vacancy in the office to which the appoi nt nrent was nade.

3 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and

4 | subsection (5) of section 373.079, Florida Statutes, are

5| anended to read:

6 373.079 Menbers of governing board; oath of office;

7| staff.--

8 (4)(a) The governing board of the district shal

9| recomend three persons to be executive director of the

10 | district, and the Governor shall appoint one of those three

11 | persons as the executive director. The executive director

12 | shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor, and the governing
13 | board nmay recomend ternination to the Governor. The

14 | appoi ntnrent of the executive director nust be confirned by the
15| Senate and is subject to reconfirmation by the Senate every 4
16 | years. The governing board of the district is authorized to

17 | enpl oy an onbudsman executive—di+reetor and such engi neers,

18 | ot her professional persons, and other personnel and assistants
19| as it deens necessary and under such terns and conditions as
20| it may determine and to term nate such enploynent. The

21 | governi ng board shoul d establish training prograns to provide
22 | district staff with both technical and practical understandi ng
23| of agricultural production practices within the district. Fhe
24 | appointrent—of—an—executive—director—rust—be—+tnitiatty

25 | eonfti+rred—by—the+Horida—Senrate-—The governi ng board nay

26 | del egate all or part of its authority under this paragraph to
27 | the executive director.

28 (5) The governing board may enploy a legal staff for
29 | the purposes of:

30 (a) Providing legal counsel to the governing board on
31| matters relating to the exercise of its powers and duties and
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to the executive director and district staff on matters

relating to day-to-day operations of the district;

(b) Representing it in all proceedings of an
adm nistrative or judicial nature; and

(c) Oherwise assisting in the administration of the
provi sions of this chapter.

Attorneys enployed by the district nmust represent the | egal

interest or position of the governing board.
Section 3. Subsection (4) of section 373.139, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

373.139 Acquisition of real property.--

(4) The governing board of the district may purchase
tax certificates or tax deeds issued in accordance with
chapter 197 relating to property eligible for purchase under
this section. Except when prohibited by a covenant or

condition described in s. 373.056(2), |ands owned, nanaged,

and controlled by the district may be used for nultiple

pur poses, including, but not linted to, agriculture,

silviculture, and water supply, as well as boating and ot her

recreati onal uses.
Section 4. Section 373.501, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

373.501 Appropriation of funds to water namnagenent
districts.--The departnent nmay all ocate to the water
managenent districts, fromfunds appropriated to the
departnent, such sunms as may be deened necessary to defray the
costs of the admnistrative, regulatory, and other activities
of the districts. The governi ng boards of the water nmanagenent

districts have the prerogative and the responsibility to

determine the priority and the extent to which |ocal funding
4
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1| is appropriate and available to accombpdate | egislatively

2 | mandat ed st at ewi de prograns. The governi ng boards shall submt
3 | annual budget requests for such purposes to the departnent,

4 | and the departnent shall consider such budgets in preparing

5] its budget request for the Legislature. The Legislature shal

6 | support the priority water policies and prograns of the state
7| by providing state funding or alternative revenue-source

8| funding to the districts to inplenent those priorities. The

9| districts are exenpt frominpl enenti ng new or expanded wat er
10 | resource prograns and regul atory responsibilities enacted by
11| the Legislature or delegated to the districts by the

12 | departnent which are not acconpani ed by state fundi ng or other
13 | alternative revenue-source funding.

14 Section 5. Section 373.537, Florida Statutes, is

15| created to read:

16 373.537 Cap on district revenue. --Notwi thstandi ng any
17 | provisions of law to the contrary, beginning in tax year 1998,
18| the nmaxinumtotal millage rate that nmay be levied for district
19 | and basin purposes is the "roll ed-back" rate conputed under s.
20| 200.065(1) as part of the yearly district budgeting process
21 | under this part.

22 Section 6. The Legislature finds that there currently
23 | exists actual or perceived differences in the salaries of

24 | certain water nanagenent enpl oyees and the sal ari es of other
25| state enpl oyees performng the sane or sinilar job functions.
26 | The Legislature further finds that section 373.079(4) and (5),
27 | Florida Statutes, provide the governi ng boards significant

28 | discretion in determining the conpensation of its enpl oyees.
29 Section 7. (1) There is created the Water Managenent
30| District Enpl oyee Conpensati on Study Conmi ssion, consisting of
31| 15 nenbers, to review the issue identified in section 4 and to

5
CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®Uu D WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1379
535- 169- 97

prepare a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 1,

1998, which presents the conmission's findings and, if

necessary, provides recomendations to renedy any actual or

per cei ved di screpanci es between the salaries of state

enpl oyees and enpl oyees of the water nmnagenent districts.

The Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives shall each appoint five nenbers.

Each appointing authority shall appoint two nenbers from

professions that are closely related to water nanagenent

activities, such as hydrol ogi sts, geologists, and civil

engi neers; and one nenber who has substantial expertise in

personnel and managenent relations. The Governor shall appoint

one nenber who is an el ected nunicipal officer of a

nmuni cipality of |ess than 50,000 in popul ati on and one nenber

who is an elected county officer of a county of |ess than

100,000 in popul ation. The President of the Senate shal

appoi nt two nenbers of the Senate. The Speaker of the House

of Representatives shall appoint two nenbers of the House of

Representatives. Each appointing authority shall consider

et hni ¢ and gender balance in addition to particul ar expertise

when nmaki ng appoi nt nents.

(2) Each nenber nmmy receive per diemand expenses for

travel, as provided in section 112.061, Florida Statutes,

while carrying out official business of the conmi ssion

(3) The commission shall be staffed by an executive

di rector and ot her personnel who are appointed by the

conm ssion and who are exenpt frompart |l of chapter 110,

Florida Statutes, relating to the Career Service System The

conm ssion may enploy staff and consultants as necessary to

fulfill its responsibilities.
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(4) The commission is assigned, for adm nistrative

purposes, to the Joint Legislative Managenent Committee within

the Legi sl ature.
(5) Appointnents nust be made by July 1, 1997, and the
conmm ssion's first nmeeting nust be held by August 31, 1997.

The commi ssion shall continue to exist until January 1, 1998.

A chai rman shall be desi gnated by the Governor.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUVMMARY
Directs the Departnment of Environnental Protection to

start a pilot prp{ect in one water managenent district

i mpl erent i ng additional guidelines for appointnent to a
wat er nmanagéenment  distric governlng_board. Directs the
Governor to apPo!nt t he executive director of a water
managenent district fromthree persons recomended by the
governing board of the district. Requires Senate
feconfirmation of the executive director of a water
managenent district every 4 years. Provides for the
dutiés and training of district enployees. Authorizes the
enpl oynent of an onhbudsnman by each district. Authorizes
the uSe of water nmanagenent district land for nultiple
pur poses. Exenpts disftricts fron1|nplenent|n?_any

unf unded del egat ed prograns and. responsibilities?

Est abl i shes a"cap _oh district nmillage rates. Creates the
Wat er Managenent District Enpl oyee npensati on Study
Comm ssion and requires it to report its findings to the
Governor and the Legi sl ature.
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