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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 1408
By Senator dary

7-1448-98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public records; creating s.
440. 108, F. S.; providing an exenption from
public records requirenents for certain
information obtained in adm nistering the
Wor kers' Conpensation Law, providing for the
applicability of confidentiality provisions;
aut hori zing the furnishing of information under
certain conditions; providing penalties for
violations; providing for future review and
repeal ; providing a finding of public
necessity; providing a contingent effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 440.108, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
440.108 Confidentiality of information revealing

identity of enploying units or of individuals.--Informtion

revealing the identity of an enploying unit or of an

i ndi vidual which is obtained fromthe enploying unit or from

any individual pursuant to the adninistration of this chapter

and any determ nation revealing such information, nust, except

to the extent necessary for the proper presentation of a claim

or upon witten authorization of the clainant who has a

wor kers' conpensation cl ai m pendi ng, be kept confidential and
is exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
Constitution. Such information nay be made available only to

public enployees in the performance of their public duties.

Di scl osure of such infornmation as is necessary to the
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di vision's conpliance and enforcenent procedures does not

violate this prohibition. Any person, including, but not

limted to, an enpl oyee of the division, who receives such

confidential information and violates this section commts a

m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083. This exenption is subject to the Open
Government Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with s.
119. 15, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2003, unless
revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by the

Legi sl at ure.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that the exenption

fromthe public records | aw which is provided in section 1 of

this act is a public necessity in that the harm caused by

rel easi ng such i nformati on outwei ghs any public benefit that

m ght be derived fromreleasing the information. | nfornmation

contained in such records is of a sensitive and persona

nature, could be used to discrininate against the person to

whom the record pertains, and could cause harmto the person's

prof essi onal reputation.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on the effective
date of Senate Bill , or simlar legislation, relating to
the powers of the Division of Wirkers' Conpensation of the
Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des an exenption from public records requirenents
for information obtained in adnlnlsterlng t he Wrkers
Conpensation Law which reveal s an enp oylng unit's or an
indlvidual's identity. Provides for icability of the
confidentiality provisiaons, uthorlzes the furni Shing of
information in specified circunstances. Provides for
future review and repeal, Provides penalties for
violations. Provides a finding of public necessity.
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