Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 141
By Representative Roberts-Burke

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to notor vehicles; defining the

3 term"alternative fuel"; providing for an

4 alternative-fuel -use permt and

5 alternative-fuel decal to be issued by the

6 Departnent of Revenue for a fee; providing for

7 tax and fee exenptions; authorizing noneconomc

8 i ncentives for alternative-fuel vehicles;

9 providing an effective date.
10
11 WHEREAS, notor vehicles powered by alternative fuels
12 | advance econonic activity, pronote energy security, and
13 | inprove air quality, and
14 WHEREAS, there is a need to establish how nany
15| alternative-fuel vehicles are operational in the state, and
16 WHEREAS, the issuance and di splay of a decal on al
17 | alternative-fuel vehicles will enable the state to establish
18 | how nany alternative-fuel vehicles are operational and will
19| help identify those vehicles whose owners or operators are
20| entitled to benefits for using alternative fuels, and
21 WHEREAS, the provision of econom ¢ and nonecononic
22 | incentives to use alternative fuels is critical to the
23 | successful devel opnent of a sustai nable market for
24 | alternati ve-fuel vehicles, and
25 WHEREAS, the tenporary wai ver of taxes on alternative
26 | fuels used in notor vehicles will be a significant incentive
27| to use alternative-fuel vehicles, and
28 WHEREAS, insignificant revenue is being raised on taxes
29| on alternative fuels used in nmotor vehicles, and therefore the
30 | tenmporary waiver of those taxes will not cause significant
31
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| osses of current revenue and will provide the opportunity for
significant increases in revenue in the future, and

WHEREAS, this waiver should remain in effect |ong
enough to devel op a sustainable market for alternative-fue
vehi cl es, and

WHEREAS, | ocal governnents and state agencies should be
encouraged to adopt nonecononic incentives for using
al ternative-fuel vehicles, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. As used in this act, the term"alternative

fuel" nmeans nethanol, denatured ethanol, and ot her al cohol s;

m xtures of gasoline or other fuels which contain 85 percent

or nore by volunme of nethanol, denatured ethanol, and other

al cohol s; natural gas; liquefied petroleumgas; hydrogen

coal -derived liquid fuels; fuels, other than al cohol, derived

frombiological material; and electricity.

Section 2. An owner or operator of a vehicle powered

by alternative fuel may register for an alternative-fuel -use

permit and alternative-fuel decal fromthe Departnment of

Revenue after paynent of a $10 adninistrative fee and thereby

becone exenpt fromall taxes and fees inposed by section

206.877, Florida Statutes. An application for this pernit nust

show whet her the vehicle is dedicated, flexible-fueled, or

dual - f uel ed.

Section 3. The registration of an alternative-fue

vehi cl e and the issuance of the alternative-fuel decal by the

Departnent of Revenue exenpts an owner or operator fromthe

payrment of the tax on sales of special fuels under part Il of

chapter 212, Florida Statutes, the excise tax on fuel and
2
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1| other pollutants under part |V of chapter 206, Florida

2| Statutes, and the local option fuel taxes under sections

3| 336. 021, 336.025, and 336.026, Florida Statutes, on

4| alternative fuel when used as a notor fuel

5 Section 4. The exenption fromtaxes and fees provided
6|in sections 2 and 3 rennins in effect until October 1, 2002,
7| or until a total of 15,000 alternative-fuel decals has been

8| issued in a 12-nonth period by the Departnent of Revenue.

9 Section 5. (1) The registration of an

10 | alternative-fuel vehicle and the issuance of the

11| alternative-fuel decal by the Departnent of Revenue allows the
12 | owner or operator to be eligible for any adopted |ocal, state,
13| or federal incentives for using alternative-fuel vehicles.

14 (2) Local governnents and state agencies are

15 | encouraged to devel op noneconom ¢ incentives for using

16 | alternative-fuel vehicles, which incentives may include, but
17 ) are not limted to, exenptions fromrestrictions on using

18 | hi gh-occupancy-vehicle | anes for alternative-fuel vehicles,
19 | toll holidays for alternative-fuel vehicles not otherw se

20 | restricted, public-parking-fee abatenent for alternative-fue
21| vehicles, and preferential or designated parking for

22 | alternative-fuel vehicles.

23 (3) Any private owner or operator of an alternative

24 | fuel vehicle who does not register for the alternative-fue

25| decal is ineligible for such nonecononic incentives.

26 Section 6. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.
27
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SENATE SUMVARY

Defines alternative fuel and authorizes tax and fee
exenpt i ons and nonecononic incentives for the owner or
operator of a mptor vehicle that has received an
alternative-fuel-use permt and decal. Authorizes the
Departnent of Revenue to issue an alternative-fuel-use
permt and decal for an admnistrative fee of $10.
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