Florida Senate - 1998 SB 1498

By Senat or Fornman

32-27A-98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the use of notor vehicles by
3 persons who have disabilities; anmending s.
4 316. 1955, F.S.; anmendi ng standards for
5 accessi bl e parki ng spaces and parki ng access
6 ai sl es; providing violations; providing
7 penalties; anending s. 316.1958, F.S.
8 providing that a special notor vehicle |icense
9 pl ate or parking permt issued by another
10 state, district, or country is invalid with
11 respect to a person who nust have a Florida
12 vehicle registration; anending s. 316. 1964,
13 F.S.; anmending circunstances in which vehicles
14 are exenpt from paying parking fees and
15 penalties; anending s. 318.18, F.S.; increasing
16 the anount of the fine for illegally parking in
17 a parking space for disabled persons; anending
18 procedures for dismssing such fines and for
19 di stributing the proceeds of such fines;
20 anendi ng s. 320.0842, F.S.; anending
21 prerequisites to qualifying for a free |icense
22 plate as a veteran who uses a wheelchair due to
23 a service-connected disability; anmending s.
24 320. 0843, F.S.; amending provisions related to
25 license plates for wheel chair users; anending
26 s. 320.0848, F.S.; anending provisions relating
27 to the issuance of disabled parking pernits;
28 anmendi ng prerequisites; providing for
29 repl acenent pernits; providing for
30 alternatives; anmending requirenents for the
31 design of tenporary pernits; providing for a
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hearing concerning fal se statenments or

m sl eadi ng i nformati on on applications;
providing penalties for unlawfully displaying a
di sabl ed parking pernit; providing additiona
grounds for confiscation of a disabled parking
permt; providing for recordkeeping related to
confiscation; requiring a hearing after a
speci fi ed nunber of confiscations froma single
perm thol der; providing for revoking the
privilege of applying for a disabled parking
permt; providing procedures related to
confiscations and revocations; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (4), (5), (6), and (7) of
section 316. 1955, Florida Statutes, are anended, present
subsections (8) and (9) of that section are renunbered as
subsections (9) and (10), respectively, and a new subsection
(8) is added to that section, to read:

316. 1955 Parking spaces for persons who have
disabilities.--

(4) The nunber of accessible parking spaces mnust
conply with the parking requirenents in ADAAGs. 4.1 and the
fol | owi ng:

(a) There nust be one accessible parking space in the

i mediate vicinity of a publicly owned or | eased building that
houses a governnental entity or a political subdivision
including, but not limted to, state office buildings and

2
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courthouses, if no parking for the public is provided on the
prem ses of the building.+
(b) There nmust be one accessi bl e parking space for

each 150 netered onstreet parking spaces provided by state
agenci es and political subdivisions. i
(c) In each lot that contains nore than 1,000 parking

spaces, at least 2 percent of the total nunber of parking

spaces nmust be accessi bl e parki ng spaces.

(d) £e) The nunber of parking spaces for persons who
have disabilities nmust be increased on the basis of
denonstrated and docunent ed need.

(5) Accessible perpendicul ar and di agonal accessible
par ki ng spaces and | oadi ng zones nust be designed and | ocat ed
in conformance with the guidelines set forth in ADAAG ss.
4.1.2 and 4.6 and Appendix s. A4.6.3 "Universal Parking
Desi gn. "

(a) Al spaces nust be |located on an accessible route
no I ess than 44 inches wide so that users will not be
conpel l ed to wal k or wheel behind parked vehicles.

(b) Each space nust be |located on the shortest safely
accessible route fromthe parking space to an accessible
entrance. If there are multiple entrances or nultiple retai
stores, the parking spaces nust be dispersed to provide
parking at the nearest accessible entrance. |f a thene park
or an entertai nment conplex as defined in s. 509.013(9)
provides parking in several lots or areas fromwhich access to
the thene park or entertainment conplex is provided, a single
| ot or area nay be designated for parking by persons who have
disabilities, if the lot or area is |located on the shortest
safely accessible route to an accessible entrance to the thene

3
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park or entertai nment conplex or to transportation to such an
accessi bl e entrance.

(c)1. Each parking space nust be no | ess than 12 feet
wi de. Parking access aisles nust be no less than 5 feet wi de
and nmust be part of an accessible route to the building or

facility entrance. Fheparking—aceess—arstes—arereservedior
I F o] i abled " s I
ol o I e I . I
: " " " . " I e I
fer—persons—who—have—di-sabit+ities—Two accessi bl e parking

spaces may share a commopn access aisle. The access aisle nust
be striped diagonally to designate it as a no-parking zone.
2. The parking access aisles are reserved for the

tenporary excl usi ve use of persons who have di sabl ed parKking

permts and who require extra space to deploy a nobility

device, lift, or ranp in order to exit fromor enter a

vehicle. Violators are subject to the sane penalties that are

i mposed for illegally parking in parking spaces that are

desi gnated for persons who have disabilities. A vehicle may

not be parked in an access aisle, even if the vehicle owner or

passenger is disabled or owns a disabled parking pernit.

3. The driver of a vehicle that is parked in an

accessi bl e parki ng space may not be penalized for parKking,

except in clearly defined bus | oading zones, fire zones, or

access aisles adjacent to the accessible parking spaces or in

areas posted as "no parking" zones or energency vehicle zones,

or for parking in excess of the posted tine linmts unless
provided by s. 316.1964(5).
4. Any provision of this subsection to the contrary

notwi t hst andi ng, a thene park or an entertai nnent conpl ex as
defined in s. 509.013(9) in which are provided continuous
4
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attendant services for directing individuals to nmarked
accessi bl e parki ng spaces or designated |lots for parking by
persons who have disabilities, may, in lieu of the required
par ki ng space design, provide parking spaces that conply with
ss. 4.1 and 4.6 of the Anericans with Disabilities Act
Accessibility Cuidelines.

(d) On-street parallel parking spaces nust be | ocated
either at the beginning or end of a block or adjacent to alley
entrances. Such spaces nust be designed in confornance with
the guidelines set forth in ADAAG ss. 4.6.2 through 4.6.5.
exception—aceess—arstes—arenot—reqgui+ed—Cur bs adjacent to
such spaces nust be of a height that will not interfere with
t he opening and cl osi ng of notor vehicle doors. This
subsection does not relieve the owner of the responsibility to
conply with the parking requirenents of ADAAG ss. 4.1 and 4. 6.

(e) Parallel parking spaces nust be even with surface
sl opes, may match the grade of the adjacent travel |ane, and
nmust not exceed a cross slope of 1 to 50, where feasible.

(f) Curb ranps nust be |ocated outside of the disabled
par ki ng spaces and access ai sl es.

(g)1. The renoval of architectural barriers froma
parking facility in accordance with 28 CF. R s. 36.304 or
with s. 553.508 nust conply with this section unless
conpl i ance woul d cause the barrier renpval not to be readily
achievable. |If conpliance would cause the barrier renoval not
to be readily achievable, a facility nmay provi de parking
spaces at alternative |ocations for persons who have
disabilities and provide appropriate signage directing persons
who have disabilities to the alternative parking if readily
achievable. The facility may not reduce the required nunber
or di nensions of those spaces, nor nmay it unreasonably
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increase the length of the accessible route froma parking
space to the facility. The renoval of an architectura
barrier nust not create a significant risk to the health or
safety of a person who has a disability or to that of others.
2. Afacility that is making alterations under s.
553.507(2) (b) nust conply with this section to the nmaxi mum
extent feasible. |If conpliance with parking |ocation
requirenents is not feasible, the facility may provi de parking
spaces at alternative |ocations for persons who have
disabilities and provide appropriate signage directing persons
who have a disability to alternative parking. The facility
may not reduce the required nunmber or dinensions of those
spaces, nor may it unnecessarily increase the length of the
accessible route froma parking space to the facility. The
alteration nmust not create a significant risk to the health or
safety of a person who has a disability or to that of others.
(6) Each such parking space nust be prominently
outlined with blue paint, and nust be repai nted when
necessary, to be clearly distinguishable as a parking space
desi gnated for persons who have disabilities and nust be
posted with a permanent above-grade sign of a color and design
approved by the Departnent of Transportation, which is placed

on or at a distance of 84 inches above the ground to the
bottom of the sign and which bears bearinig the internationa
synbol of accessibility neeting the requirenents of ADAAG s.
4.30.7 and the caption "PARKING BY DI SABLED PERM T ONLY." Such
a sign erected after Cctober 1, 1996, nust indicate the

penalty for illegal use of the space. Any provision of this

section to the contrary notwithstanding, in a thene park or an

entertai nnent conplex as defined in s. 509.013(9) in which

accessible parking is |located in designated |lots or areas, the
6
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signage indicating the lot as reserved for accessible parking
may be located at the entrances to the lot in lieu of a sign
at each parking place. This subsection does not relieve the
owner of the responsibility of conplying with the signage
requi renments of ADAAG s. 4. 30.

(7) It is unlawful for any person to stop, stand, or
park a vehicle within, or to obstruct,any such specially

desi gnat ed and marked par ki ng space provided in accordance
with this section, unless the vehicle displays a disabled
parking permt issued under s. 316.1958 or s. 320.0848 or a
license plate issued under s. 320.084, s. 320.0842, s.

320. 0843, or s. 320.0845, and the vehicle is transporting the
person to whomthe displayed pernit is issued. The violation
may not be dismissed for | ack of proper signhage or for failure

of the markings on the parking space to conply with this
section if the space is in general conpliance and is clearly
di stingui shabl e as a desi gnated accessi bl e parking space for

peopl e who have disabiliti es.

(a) Whenever a | aw enforcenent officer, a parking
enforcenent specialist, or the owner or |essee of the space
finds a vehicle in violation of this subsection, that officer
owner, or |lessor shall have the vehicle in violation renpved
to any |awful parking space or facility or require the
operator or other person in charge of the vehicle inmediately
to renove the unauthorized vehicle fromthe parking space.
Whenever any vehicle is renoved under this section to a
storage | ot, garage, or other safe parking space, the cost of
the renoval and parking constitutes a |ien against the
vehi cl e.

(b) The officer or specialist shall charge the
operator or other person in charge of the vehicle in violation

7
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1|{with a noncrimnal traffic infraction, punishable as provided
2]lin s. 316.008(4) or s. 318.18(6).

3 (c) Al convictions for violations of this section

4| nust be reported to the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
5] Vehicles by the clerk of the court.

6 (d) A law enforcenent officer or a parking enforcenent
7 | specialist has the right to demand to be shown the person's

8 | di sabl ed parking pernit and driver's license or state
9]identification card when investigating the possibility of a
10| violation of this section. |f such a request is refused, the
11 | person in charge of the vehicle may be charged with resisting
12 | an officer without violence, as provided in s. 843.02, or nay
13| be issued a citation for a violation of this section which

14 | violation constitutes a noncrininal traffic infraction as

15| provided in s. 316. 008.

16 (8) It is unlawful for any person to obstruct the path
17 | of travel to an accessi bl e parking space, curb cut, or access
18 | aisle by standing or parking a vehicle within any such

19 | designated area. The violator is subject to the sane penalties
20| as are inposed for illegally parking in a space that is
21 | designated as an accessi bl e parki ng space for persons who have
22 | disabilities.
23 Section 2. Section 316.1958, Florida Statutes, is
24 | anended to read:
25 316. 1958 OQut-of-state vehicles bearing identification
26 | of issuance to persons who have disabilities.--Mtor vehicles
27 | displaying a special license plate or parking permt issued to
28 | a person who has a disability by any other state or district
29 | subject to the laws of the United States or by a foreign
30| country that issues disabled parking pernmits that display the
31| international synbol of accessibility are recognized as
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displaying a valid license plate or pernit, that allows such a
vehi cl e special parking privileges under s. 316.1955, if the
other state or district grants reciprocal recognition for
residents of this state who have disabilities. However, when
an individual is required by lawto have a Florida driver's
license or a Florida vehicle registration, a special notor

vehicle license plate or parking pernit issued by another
state, district, or country to persons who have disabilities
is not valid and the individual whose vehicle displays such an
invalid plate or permt is subject to the sane penalty as an

i ndi vi dual whose vehicle does not display a valid plate or
permt.

Section 3. Subsections (5) and (8) of section
316. 1964, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

316. 1964 Exenption of vehicles transporting certain
persons who have disabilities frompaynent of parking fees and
penal ties. --

(5) Notwithstandi ng subsection (1), when an on-street

a parking neter restricts the duration of tine that a vehicle
may be parked, a vehicle properly displaying a disabled
parking pernmt is allowed a naxi numof 4 hours at no charge;

however, |ocal governnents nay extend such tinme by |oca
or di nance.

(8) Notwithstandi ng subsection (1), a county,
nmuni ci pality, or any agency thereof may charge for parking in
a facility or lot that provides tined parking spaces any space

& vehicle that displays a disabled parking permt, except that
any vehicle with specialized equi prent, such as ranps, lifts,
or foot or hand controls, for use by a person who has a
disability, or any vehicle that is displaying the Florida Tol
Exenption pernmit, is exenpt fromany parking fees.

9
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1 Section 4. Subsection (6) of section 318.18, Florida

2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 318.18 Anount of civil penalties.--The penalties

4 | required for a noncrimnal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14

5| are as foll ows:

6 (6) Two hundred fifty Gne—hundred dollars for
7]illegally parking, under s. 316.1955,in a parking space

8 | provided for people who have disabilities. However, this fine
9| will be waived if a person provides to the | aw enforcenent

10 | of ficer who issued the citation for such a violation or to the
11 | sheriff's office proof disabled—persons—under—s—316-195506+
12 | s—316-1956—orprovideproot—to—the—eterk—oftheciredui-t—ecourt
13 | that the person committing the violation has a valid parking
14 | pernmit or license plate issued pursuant to s. 316.1958, s.

15| 320. 0842, s. 320.0843, s. 320.0845, or s. 320.0848 or and a

16 | signed affidavit that the owner of the disabled parking permt
17 | or license plate was present at the tine the violation

18 | occurred, and that such a parking pernmt or |icense plate was
19| valid at the tine the violation occurred. The | aw enforcenent
20| officer or a representative of the sheriff's office, upon

21 | determining that all required docunentati on has been subnitted
22 | and shows that the required parking pernit or license plate

23| was valid at the tine of the violation, nmust sign an affidavit
24 | of conpliance. Upon provision of the affidavit of conpliance

25 | proeof—of—stuch—a—vatdparkingpermt—or—+cense—ptate and

26 | paynent of a $5 disnmissal fee to the clerk of the circuit

27 | court, the clerk shall dism ss the citation

28 Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 320.0842, Florida
29| Statutes, is anended to read:

30 320.0842 Free nmotor vehicle license plates to veterans
31 | who use wheel chairs. --

10
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1 (2) In order to be eligible for the notor vehicle

2| license plate described in subsection (1), a person mnust

3| conply with the foll owi ng provisions:

4 (a) The veteran nust be eligible for the license plate
5] issued under s. 320.084 and nust apply for the license plate
6 | i ssued under this section in lieu of or in exchange for the

7 | notor vehicle license nunber plate authorized by s. 320.084;

8 | and

9 (b) The veteran nust offer, in addition to the proof
10| required by s. 320.084(1), proof that due to a

11 | service-connected disability he or she permanently uses a

12 | wheel chair or proof, in the formof an application that

13| conforns to the requirenents set forth in s. 320.0848, that he
14| or she qualifies for a disabled parking permt under that

15| section. The license plate entitles the person to al

16 | privileges afforded by a parking pernit issued under s.

17 | 320. 0848.

18 Section 6. Section 320.0843, Florida Statutes, is

19 | anended to read:
20 320. 0843 License plates for wheel chair users.--
21 (1) Any owner or |essee of a notor vehicle who resides
22| in this state and qualifies for a disabled parking pernit
23 | under s. 320. 0848 ts—permanentty—contined—to—a—wheelehair,
24 | upon application to the departnent accoenpanted—by—conpetent
25 | and—appropriate—proof—of—disabitty;-and upenr paynent of the
26 | license tax for a notor vehicle registered under s. 320.08(2),
27 [ (3)(a), (b), (c), or (e),(4)(a) or (b),(6)(a), or (9)(c) or
28| (d), shall be issued a license plate as provided by s. 320.06
29 | which, in lieu of the serial nunber prescribed by s. 320. 06,
30| shall be stanped with the international wheelchair user synbo
31| after the serial nunber of the license plate. The |icense

11
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plate entitles the person to all privileges afforded by a

parking pernmit issued under s. 320.0848.

(2) Al applications for such |license plates nust
shat be nade to the departnent.

Section 7. Section 320.0848, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

320. 0848 Persons who have disabilities; issuance of
di sabl ed parking pernits; tenporary pernits; permts for
certain providers of transportation services to persons who
have disabilities.--

(1) (a) The Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor
Vehicles or its authorized agents shall, upon application and
receipt of the fee, issue a disabled parking permt for a
period of up to 4 years, which period that ends on the

applicant's birthday,to any person who has long-termnobility

i mpai r nent prebltens, or a tenporary disabl ed parking pernit
not to exceed 1 year to any person who has a tenporary
nmobi ity inpairnment probltens.

(b)1. The person nust be currently certified by—=a

physieian—tHrcensed—under—chapter—458,—chapter—459—or—chapter

predecessor as being legally blind or as having any of the
following disabilities that render hi mHmt—er—nparr—his or
her unabl e abit+ty to wal k 200 feet without stopping to rest:

+—tnabirHty—to—watk—200—Feet—without—stopping—to

rest—
a.2- Inability to walk without the use of or
assi stance froma brace, cane, crutch, prosthetic device, or
12
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1| other assistive device, or without the assistance of another

2| person. |If the assistive device significantly restores the

3| person's ability to walk to the extent that the person can

4| wal k without severe limtation, the person is not eligible for
5| the exenption parking pernmit.

6 b.3— The need to pernanently use a wheel chair.

7 C.4- Restriction by lung disease to the extent that

8| the person's forced (respiratory) expiratory volune for 1

9 | second, when neasured by spironetry, is less than 1 liter, or
10 | the person's arterial oxygen is less than 60 mm hg on roomair
11| at rest.

12 d. 5 Use of portabl e oxygen

13 e. 6 Restriction by cardiac condition to the extent

14 | that the person's functional |limtations are classified in

15| severity as Cass IIl or Cass IV according to standards set
16 | by the Anerican Heart Associ ation

17 f.7#- Severe limtation in the person's ability to walk
18 | due to an arthritic, neurological, or orthopedic condition

19 2. The certification of disability which is required
20 | under subparagraph 1. nust be provided by a physician |licensed
21 | under chapter 458, chapter 459, or chapter 460, by a
22 | podiatrist licensed under chapter 461, by an optonetri st
23| licensed under chapter 463, by the Adjudication Ofice of the
24 | United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs or its
25 | predecessor, or by a sinmlarly licensed physician from anot her
26 | state if the application is acconpani ed by docunentation of
27 | the physician's licensure in the other state and a form si gned
28 | by the out-of-state physician verifying his or her know edge
29| of this state's eligihility guidelines and acknow edgi ng t hat
30| the privilege of signing a Florida application can be revoked
31
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upon a deternination that the application was signed for a

permt recipient who does not neet the guidelines.
(c)tb)r The certificate of disability nust include, but
need not be limted to:

1. The disability of the applicant; the certifying
physician's nane and address; the physician's certification
nunber; the eligibility criteria for the permt; the penalty
for falsification by either the certifying physician or the
applicant; the duration of the condition that entitles the
person to the pernit; and justification for the additiona
pl acard pursuant to subsection (2).

2. The statenent, in bold letters: "A disabled parking
permit may be issued only for a nedical necessity that
severely affects mobility."

3. The signatures of:

a. The applicant's physician;

b. The applicant or the applicant's parent or
guardi an; and

c. The enployee of the departnent's authorized agent
whi ch enpl oyee is processing the application

(d) te) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es shall renew the disabl ed parking pernit of any person
who has a disability upon presentation of the certification
requi red by paragraph(c) tby.

(e) td)y The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehicles shall, in consultation with the Comm ssion for the
Transportati on D sadvantaged, adopt rules, in accordance with
chapter 120, for the issuance of a disabled parking permt to
any organi zation that can adequately denpnstrate a bona fide
need for such a pernit because the organization provides
regular transportation services to persons who have

14
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disabilities and are certified as provided in paragraphs
paragraph (a) and (b).

(2) DI SABLED PARKI NG PERM T; PERSONS W TH LONG TERM
MOBI LI TY PROBLEMS. - -

(a) The disabled parking permt is a placard that can
be placed in a notor vehicle so as to be visible fromthe
front and rear of the vehicle. Each side of the placard nust
have the international synbol of accessibility in a
contrasting color in the center so as to be visible. One side
of the placard nmust display the applicant's driver's |icense
nunber or state identification card nunber along with a
war ni ng that the applicant nust have such identification at
all tinmes while using the parking pernmt. A validation sticker
nmust al so be issued with each disabl ed parking pernit, show ng
the nonth and year of expiration on each side of the placard.
Val i dation stickers nust be of the size specified by the
Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles and nust be
affixed to the disabled parking permts. The di sabl ed parking
permts nust use the sane colors as |license plate validations.

(b) License plates issued under ss. 320.084, 320.0842,
320. 0843, and 320.0845 are valid for the sane parking
privileges and other privileges provided under ss. 316. 1955,
316. 1964, and 526.141(5)(a).

(c)1. Except as provided in subparagraph 2., the fee
for a disabled parking pernmt shall be:

a. Fifteen dollars for each initial 4-year permt or
renewal pernmit, of which the State Transportation Trust Fund
shall receive $13.50 and the tax collector of the county in
which the fee was collected shall receive $1.50

15
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1 b. One dollar for each additional or additiona

2| renewal 4-year pernit, of which the State Transportation Trust
3| Fund shall receive all funds coll ected.

4

5| The departnment shall not issue an additional disabled parking
6| permt unless the applicant states that they are a frequent

7 | traveler or a quadriplegic. The departnent may not issue to

8 | any one eligible applicant nore than two disabl ed parking

9| pernmits except to an organi zation in accordance wi th paragraph
10] (1)(d). Subsections (1), (5), (6), and (7) apply to this

11 | subsecti on.

12 2. If an applicant who is a disabled veteran, is a

13 | resident of this state, has been honorably discharged, and

14 | either has been determ ned by the Departnent of Defense or the
15 ] United States Department of Veterans Affairs or its

16 | predecessor to have a service-connected disability rating for
17 | conpensation of 50 percent or greater or has been deternined
18 | to have a service-connected disability rating of 50 percent or
19 | greater and is in receipt of both disability retirenent pay
20| fromthe United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs and has
21| a signed physician's statenent of qualification for the
22 | di sabl ed parking pernmits, the fee for a disabl ed parking
23| permit shall be:
24 a. One dollar and fifty cents for the initial 4-year
25| permit or renewal permt.
26 b. One dollar for each additional or additiona
27 | renewal 4-year pernit.
28
29| The tax collector of the county in which the fee was coll ected
30| shall retain all funds received pursuant to this subparagraph
31
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1 3. If an applicant presents to the departnment a

2| statement fromthe Federal Governnent or the State of Florida
3|lindicating the applicant is a recipient of supplenental

4| security incone, the fee for the disabled parking permt shal
5| be $9 for the initial 4-year permt or renewal pernit, of

6 | which the State Transportation Trust Fund shall receive $6.75
7| and the tax collector of the county in which the fee was

8| collected shall receive $2.25.

9 (d) To obtain a replacenment for a disabl ed parking

10| pernit that has been | ost or stolen, a person nust subnit an
11 | application on a formprescri bed by the departnent and nust

12 | pay a replacenent fee in the anount of $1.50, to be retained
13| by the issuing agency. If the person subnits with the

14 | application a police report docunenting that the pernit was

15| stolen, there is no repl acenent fee.

16 (e) A person who qualifies for a disabled parking

17 | pernmit under this section may be i ssued an internationa

18 | wheel chair user synbol license plate under s. 320.0843 in |lieu
19 | of the disabled parking pernit; or, if the person qualifies
20| for a "DV' license plate under s. 320.084, such a license
21| plate may be issued to himor her in lieu of a disabled
22 | parking permt.
23 (3) DI SABLED PARKI NG PERM T; TEMPORARY. - -
24 (a) The tenporary disabled parking permit is a placard
25| of a different color fromthe color of the |ong-termdisabled
26 | parking permt placard, and nust clearly display the date of
27 | expiration in large print and with color coding, but is ia—at+
28 | ether—respeets identical to the |long-termdisabl ed parking
29 | permit placard in all other respects, including, but not
30| limted to, the inclusion of a state identification card
31 | nunber or driver's license nunber on one side of the tenporary
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permit. The tenporary disabled parking permt placard nust be
desi gned to conspicuously display the expiration date of the
permit on the front and back of the placard.

(b) The departnent shall issue the tenporary disabl ed
parking pernit for the period of the disability as stated by
the certifying physician, but not to exceed 1 year

(c) The fee for a tenporary disabled parking permit is
$15.

(4) Fromthe proceeds of the tenporary disabl ed
parking permt fees:

(a) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es nust receive $3.50 for each tenporary pernit, to be
deposited into the H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund and
used for inplenenting the real-tine disabled parking pernit
dat abase and for administering the disabled parking permt
program

(b) The tax collector, for processing, nust receive
$2.50 for each tenporary permt.

(c) The renmi nder nmust be distributed nonthly as
foll ows:

1. To the Florida Governor's Alliance for the
Enpl oynent of Disabled Citizens for the purpose of inproving
enpl oynment and training opportunities for persons who have
disabilities, with special enphasis on renoving transportation
barriers, $4. These fees nust be deposited into the
Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund for transfer to the
Fl orida Governor's Alliance for Enploynent of Disabled
Ctizens.

2. To the Transportation Di sadvantaged Trust Fund to
be used for funding matching grants to counties for the

18
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1| purpose of inproving transportati on of persons who have

2| disabilities, $5.

3 (5) The applications for disabled parking pernits and
4 | tenporary disabled parking pernmits are official state

5| docunents. The follow ng statenent nust appear on each

6| application formimediately bel ow the physician's signature

7| and i medi ately below the applicant's signature: "Know ngly

8| providing false information on this application is a

9 | m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
10| 775.082, Florida Statutes, or s. 775.083, Florida Statutes.

11 | The penalty is up to 1 year in jail or a fine of $1,000, or

12 | both."

13 (6) Any person who knowi ngly nakes a fal se or

14 | misleading statenent in an application or certification under
15 ) this section commits a m sdeneanor of the first degree,

16 | puni shable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. A hearing
17 | nust be held to review all eged fal se statenents or m sl eadi ng
18 | information on the application nmade by any pernithol der whose
19 ) eligibility for a pernmit is questioned by a | aw enfor cenent
20 | officer, a magistrate, or a judge.
21 (7) Any person who fraudulently obtains or unlawfully
22 | di splays a disabled parking permt that belongs to another
23 | person while occupying a di sabl ed parki ng space or an access
24 | aisle as defined in s. 316.1955 while the owner of the pernt
25| is not present uses—stch—a—disabledparking—perat or who uses
26 | an unaut horized replica of such a disabled parking pernmt with
27 | the intent to deceive is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the second
28 | degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
29 (8) A law enforcenent officer nay confiscate the
30 | di sabl ed parking pernmit from any person who fraudul ently
31| obtains or unlawfully ane uses such a permt. A law
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enforcenent officer nay confiscate any di sabl ed parking permt

that is expired, reported as |ost or stolen, or defaced, or

t hat does not display a personal identification nunber
(a) Beginning April 1, 1999, the permit nunber of each
confiscated permt nust be subnmitted to the Departnent of

H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles, and the fact that the

permt has been confiscated nmust be noted on the

permtholder's record. If two pernmits issued to the sane

person have been confiscated, a hearing nust be held to

determ ne whether the confiscations were due to exploitation

of the person who has a disability. If the confiscations of a

person's pernits are not attributable to such exploitation

the person's privilege of applying for a disabled parking

permit in this state nust be permanently revoked. A record of

such a revocation nust renmain permanently in the real-tine

di sabl ed parki ng pernit database.

(b) A confiscated permit nust be held as evidence

until a judicial decision about the violation has been nmade.

After a finding of guilt has been nade or a plea of nolo

contendere has been entered, the chargi ng agency shall destroy

the confiscated permit. A confiscated pernit nay not, under

any circunstances, be returned to its registered ower after a

finding of guilt has been nade or a plea of nolo contendere

has been entered in court. The pernit nunber of each destroyed

permt nust be reported to the departnent, and the depart nent

nmust record in the real-tine disabled parking permt database

that the pernit has been invalidated.

Section 8. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
this act, this act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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2 SENATE SUVMMARY

3 Anmends provisions relating to the use of notor vehicles
by persons who have disabilities, including those

4 relating to accessi bl e parking spaces and parkln? access
ai sl es, "special |icense plateS and parking permts issued

5 by entities outside this state, exenption from parking
fines and penalties, fines for illegally parking in a

6 par ki ng space for disabl ed persons, "qualifications_ for
veterans to receive free |icense plates, prerequisites

7 for receiving a disabled parking permt, obtalnln? a
repl acenent permt, the design of tenporary permits,

8 procedures relating to false statenents or” m sl eadi ng
i nformation on applications, and the unlawful display of

9 a di sabled parking permt. Al so PrOV|des_add|t|ona
grounds for confiScating a disabled parking permt,

10 provides for keeping records relating to confiscation
requires a hearing after two pernmits’issued to the sane

11 Person_have been Confiscated, and provides for revokin
t he ﬂ[IVI|e?e of applyln? for a disabled parking perm

12 inthis state. Provides for destroying confiscated
permts after a finding of guilt has been nade or a plea

13 of nolo contendere has been entere

14
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