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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/ CS/ HB 1503

By the Committees on Finance & Taxation, Comunity
Col | eges & Career Prep and Representative Nbrse

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to M ani -Dade Conmmunity
Col | ege, Dade County; designating the district
board of trustees of the college as a speci al
district for a specified period; providing
application of certain provisions of genera
| aw; authorizing the board to levy up to 1 mll
ad valoremtax per year for 10 years; providing
for assessnent and coll ection; providing
| egislative intent with respect to state
funding for Mam -Dade Community Col | ege;
prohi biting establishnment of certain
differentiated fees; providing for a
referendum providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. It is the intent of the Legislature to

authorize the District Board of Trustees of M am -Dade

Community College, a community college district consisting of

Dade County, to levy a special ad val oremtax upon approval by

vote of the qualified electors of Dade County for the purpose

of raising revenue to be used for the enhancenent of acadenic

excel |l ence prograns, conpletion of technology infrastructure,

renovati on and upgrade of facilities, deferred maintenance,

prograns serving students with disabilities, and the

enhancenent of services and prograns at all its sites in Dade

County. Such funds may not be used for new construction or

enpl oyee salaries, and the ad val oremtaxes coll ected nust be

set aside and invested as pernitted by law, with the principa
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1| and incone to be used for the purposes listed in this section
2| as the district board of trustees directs.

3 Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of s.

4] 189.403(1), Florida Statutes, and for the purposes of this

5] act, the District Board of Trustees of M ani-Dade Community

6 | Coll ege shall be an independent special district within the

7 | geographi ¢ boundaries of Dade County, for the purposes set

8| forth ins. 9, Art. VI| of the State Constitution. This act

9| shall constitute the charter for the special district created
10| by this act. Unless reauthorized by |egislative act and

11 | referendum the special district created by this act shal

12 | di ssolve without further action 12 years after the referendum
13 | approval of this act. Upon dissol ution, any renaining assets
14 ) and liabilities of the special district shall be transferred
15| to the District Board of Trustees of M ani-Dade Community

16 | College. In the interim the Legislature may anend the charter
17 | for the special district created by this act. The District

18 | Board of Trustees of M ami -Dade Community Coll ege shall act as
19 | the governing board of the special district, in accordance
20| with the provisions of part IIl of chapter 240, Florida
21| Statutes, and rul es adopted thereunder. The trustees shal
22 | serve without conpensation in their role as governing board of
23| the special district. The financial disclosure required of
24 | trustees shall also serve as the financial disclosure required
25| of special district governing board nmenbers. The reporting and
26 | neeting notice required of Mam -Dade Community Col |l ege
27 | pursuant to part |Il of chapter 240, Florida Statutes, and
28 | other general law, and rules of the State Board of Educati on
29 | shall serve to fulfill the special district reporting and
30| notice requirenents of chapter 189, Florida Statutes.
31
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1 Section 3. The District Board of Trustees of

2| Mani -Dade Conmunity Coll ege may |l evy an ad valoremtax on the
3| taxable property in Dade County of up to 1 mll per year for

4] 10 years. Property taxes deternmined and | evied under this

5] section shall be certified by the District Board of Trustees

6| of Mam -Dade Cormmunity College to the county property

7 | apprai ser and extended, assessed, and collected in the sane

8 | mnner as the other ad valoremtaxes in the county. The |evy

9| my be nmade for 10 years only, pursuant to resolution of the
10 | district board of trustees duly entered upon its mnutes.

11 Section 4. The annual apportionnent of state funds for
12 | the support of M am -Dade Community Col | ege under ss. 240. 345,
13| 240. 347, and 240.359, Florida Statutes, or any other provision
14 | of general law, may not be reduced because the coll ege has

15 | received funds pursuant to an ad val orem | evy under section 3.
16 Section 5. The M am -Dade Community Col | ege Board of
17 | Trustees shall not establish differentiated fees as a result
18 | of this act for the purpose of charging higher fees for those
19| Florida residents living beyond the boundari es of Dade County.
20 Section 6. This act, except for this section, which
21| shall take effect upon this act becoming a |aw, shall take
22 | effect only upon approval by a vote of the electors of Dade
23| County voting in a referendumelection that is called and held
24 | by the District Board of Trustees of M am -Dade Community
25| College. If the District Board of Trustees of M am - Dade
26 | Community Col |l ege chooses to call a special election, the
27 | expense of the election may not be paid with student fees or
28 | noneys the college receives fromdistribution of state tax
29 | revenues, but the expense may be paid with funds received from
30| private sources or with college auxiliary funds. There shal
31| be at least 30 days' notice of the election as provided by s.
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100. 342, Florida Statutes. The board's authority to call a
ref erendum el ecti on expires Novenber 7, 2000. The board nay
cancel the referendumelection after it has been call ed, but
any expense resulting fromthe cancellation nust be borne by
t he board.
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